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Abstract

This paper examines the concepts of the religious imaginary and the irrational within
the critical projects of Arab-Islamic reason developed by Mohammed Arkoun and
Mohammed Abed al-Jabri. While Arkoun, drawing on the human sciences, employs
the religious imaginary to deconstruct the deep structures of Arab-Islamic culture and
recover what has been marginalized or left unthought, al-Jabri adopts an epistemo-
logical approach to analyze the irrational as forms of gnosis and knowledge opposed
to reason and demonstration. I argue that, despite their methodological differences,
both thinkers contribute to the formation of a critical rationality in contemporary
Arab thought.
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