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Abstract

This article examines Abti Hamid al-Ghazalt’s relationship with the fields of phi-
losophy and theology as manifestations of rational thought in the 5th century aAn/
uth century AD in the Arab-Islamic world, focusing on the criticisms levelled at theol-
ogy from the outset by philosophers (for its failure to perform its demonstrative func-
tion) and by the ahl al-hadith (for its failure to perform its doctrinal function), who
highlighted, from two different perspectives, what might be called the weakness or
scientific and religious fragility of this science. The article then presents the critical
function of kalam as manifested in the thought of al-Ghazali, through his criticism of
the causality of the Peripatetic philosophers in Tahafut al-falasifa and of the ethical
rationalism of the Mu'tazilites in al-Mustasfa min ‘ilm al-usul.
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Ahmad Hasnawi, «Léage de la démonstration. Logique, science et histoire: al-Farabi, 1

Avicenne, Avempace, Averroes », in Graziella Federici Vescovini et Ahmad Hasnawi (dir.),

Circulation des savoirs autour de la Méditerranée : philosophie et sciences (1x°-xVvII® siécle).
Actes du 5¢ colloque de la s1HsPAI, Florence, Cadmo, 2013, p. 257-281.
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Marwan Rashed, «Les débuts de la philosophie moderne (vire-ixe siecle) », in Philippe 2
Biittgen, Alain De Libera, Marwan Rashed et Iréne Rosier-Catach (dir.), Les Grecs, les Arabes
et nous : enquéte sur l'islamophobie savante, Paris, Fayard, 2009, p. 121-169.
Mohamed M. Yunis Ali, Medieval Islamic Pragmatics: Sunni Legal Theorists’ Models of Textual
Communication, Richmond (Surrey), Curzon, 2000.

Josef van Ess, « The Logical Structure of Islamic Theology », in Gustave E. von Grunebaum 3
(dir.), Logic in Classical Islamic Culture, Near Eastern Center, University of California., Los
Angeles, 1967, p. 21-50 (repris dans Josef van Ess et Hinrich Biesterfeldt, Kleine schriften by
Josef van Ess, Leiden/Boston, Brill, 2017., Part 11, art. n° 7); Jean Jolivet, « Aux origines de
l'ontologie d’Ibn Sina », in Jean Jolivet et Roshdi Rashed (dir.), FEtudes sur Avicenne, Paris,
Belles Lettres, 1984, p. 1-26; Marwan Rashed, «Chose, item et distinction: L'« Homme
volant » d’Avicenne avec et contre Ab@i Hagim al-Gubba’ », Arabic Sciences and Philosophy,
28-2, 2018, p. 167-185.

Ziad Bou Akl, « Des Mégariques aux Ash‘arites : le commentaire d’Averroés a Métaph. © 3», 4
Rursus, 9, 2016.

Ernest Renan, et laverroisme, Nouvelle édition, Paris, Maisonneuve et Larose, 2002, p. 85-86. 5
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G. H. A. Juynboll, « An excursus on the ahl as-sunna in connection with Van Ess, Theologie 7
und Gesellschaft, vol. 1v », Der Islam, 75—2, 1998, p. 318-330.

Z.Bou AKl, Une doxographie sunnite, op. cit. 8
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