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Abstract

Arabic Script Manuscripts collection of the Matenadaran — Mesrop Mashtots Institute
of Ancient Manuscripts’ comprises 17 Arabic medical manuscripts (two of which
are Hebrew-Arabic) and one manuscript fragment. Although they represent a small
fraction of the total Arabic manuscripts (approximately 2000 units), they are highly
valuable due to their content. The collection includes well-known works that are of
fundamental importance to medieval oriental medicine.

Medical collections that include several works, even up to nine, are extremely valu-
able. However, there are also manuscripts that remain unknown despite extensive
research.

The collection of Arabic medical manuscripts typically includes not only the main
text, but also numerous prescriptions, instructions, and prayers related to medicine
and magic. These additional materials are often found in the margins, doublures, fly
leaves, or on separate sheets attached to the manuscript pages.
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The medical manuscripts range in chronology from the 13th to the 20th century, with
the majority dating from the 17th and 18th centuries. They were primarily compiled
from individual collections (Varuzhan Salatyan, Hovhannes Basmatchyan, Harutyun
Hazaryan), donations (Mohamed Ghalib Mukhiddinovich Sadigh, Catholicos of
All-Armenians Vazgen the First (1955-1984)), purchases (Arshaluys Nazaryan, Liliana
Harutyunyan).

Keywords

Arabic medicine - Islamic medicine — prophetic — medicine — pharmacology — urjiiza —
aAlchemistry — Ibn Sina — Al-Razi — Al-Majust
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