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Instructions for Authors

Rather than submitting manuscripts in the traditional way authors are now
strongly encouraged to submit their manuscript online via the Editorial Man-
ager (EM) online submission system at http://www.editorialmanager.com/
beh.

First users need to register. Prior to submission, authors are urged to read
these Instructions for Authors and the EM instructions available by following
the above link and clicking on the ‘help’ icon in the top left hand menu on the
page. Online submission considerably shortens the overall publication time.
In a cover letter accompanying the manuscript the author(s) should confirm
that the material has not yet been published or submitted for publication else-
where (in the online procedure the cover letter is incorporated in the authors
agreement). It is a fundamental condition that submitted manuscripts have
not been published and will not be simultaneously submitted or published
elsewhere. By submitting a manuscript, the authors agree that the copy-
right for their article is transferred to the publisher if and when the article is
accepted for publication. The use of general descriptive names, trademarks,
etc., in this publication, even if the former are not specifically identified, is
not to be taken as a sign that such names are exempt from the relevant pro-
tective Instructions to Authors laws and regulations and may accordingly be
used freely by anyone.

When submitting via the website, you will be guided stepwise through
the creation and uploading of the various files and data. Authors also have
the opportunity to suggest reviewers by submitting the names and addresses
(including e-mail). Various formats are allowed for the initial submission,
including PDF files. The final revision must be as a Word or other suitable
word processor document. When a Word or equivalent document is uploaded
as the initial submission, the system automatically generates an electronic
(PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing. All correspondence, includ-
ing the editor’s request for revision and final decision, will be by e-mail.

For instructions on manuscript lay-out and required elements, required
format of references in the text and of the reference list, abbreviations, etc.,
please see the full version of the Instructions to Authors on our website,
http://www.brill.com/beh.
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Aims and Scope BEHAVIOUR

BEHAVIOUR is interested in all aspects of animal (including human)
behaviour, from ecology and physiology to learning, cognition, and neu-
roscience. Evolutionary approaches, which concern themselves with the
advantages of behaviour or capacities for the organism and its reproduction,
receive much attention both at a theoretical level and as it relates to specific
behaviour.

The journal BEHAVIOUR has its roots in ethology and behavioural biol-
ogy (see historical note), in which the emphasis is not so much on how ani-
mals compare with humans under strictly controlled conditions (as in com-
parative psychology), but more on tracing the phylogeny and evolution of
natural behaviour as shown under naturalistic or natural conditions. Special-
ized cognition and communication are part of this approach. Well-controlled
laboratory experiments are needed and welcome, but by no means the only
approach. BEHAVIOUR has a long tradition of publishing systematic obser-
vations of spontaneous behaviour.

BEHAVIOUR covers the whole animal kingdom, from invertebrates to
fish, and from frogs to primates. The study of animal behaviour remains
vibrant and keeps attracting young, talented scientists, who will find
BEHAVIOUR a journal with a quick turn-around time (we strive for first
reviews within a month) read by a wide range of students and researchers of
animal behaviour.

Historical note

BEHAVIOUR was founded by Nobel Prize winner Niko Tinbergen together
with W.H. Thorpe, in 1948. In a classical 1963 paper — dedicated to the
60th birthday of that other animal behaviour Nobelist, Konrad Lorenz —
Tinbergen proposed that questions relating to why an animal behaves in a
particular way can be viewed through four prisms. At the proximate level,
we have (1) the causation of behaviour (its underlying motivation, cognition,
and emotions), and (2) the behaviour’s ontogeny, such as how it develops or
is acquired. At the ultimate level, we have (3) the behaviour’s survival value,
and (4) its evolution and phylogeny. BEHAVIOUR seeks to cover all four
prisms equally.



Cover image: Female cichlid (Telmatochromis temporalis) produces a
submissive quiver display to a larger male in Lake Tanganyika. Photo: Con-
nie O’Connor. See Reddon et al. (this issue, pp. 1-20).



