SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONISM AND THEOLOGY



EMPIRICAL STUDIES IN
THEOLOGY

EDITOR
JOHANNES A. VAN DER VEN

VOLUME 7




SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONISM
AND THEOLOGY

EDITED BY

C.AM. HERMANS
G. IMMINK
A. DE JONG

J. VAN DER LANS

BRILL
LEIDEN - BOSTON - KOLN
2002



This book is printed on acid-free paper.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Social constructionism and theology / edited by C.A.M. Hermans ...
[et al.].

p. cm. — (Empirical studies in theology, ISSN 1389-1189 ; v. 7)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 9004123180 (cloth : alk. paper)

1. Theology, Practical. 2. Deconstruction. I. Hermans, C. A. M.
(Chris A. M.) 1II. Series.

BV4. 563 2001

261.5—dc21 2001043341
CIP

Die Deutsche Bibliothek — CIP-Einheitsaufnahme

Social Constructionism and Theology / ed. by C.A.M. Hermans
— Leiden ; Boston ; Kéln : Brill, 2001

(Empirical studies in theology ; Vol. 7)

ISBN 90-04-1231-80

ISSN  1389-1189
ISBN 9004 123180

© Copyright 2002 by Koninklijke Brill Nv, Leiden, The Netherlands
Cover design by Jacqueline Hespmerink, Lochem

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, translated, stored in
a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior written
permission from the publisher.

Authorization to photocopy items for internal or personal
use is granted by Brill provided that
the appropriate fees are paid directly to The Copyright
Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Suite 910
Danvers MA 01923, USA.
Fees are subject to change.

PRINTED IN THE NETHERLANDS



CONTENTS

Social Constructionism and Practical Theology:
An Introduction
CHRIS A M. HERMANS ...ccciiriiniiriieiiieeins vil

PART ONE
SOCIAL-SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS

. Social Construction and Theology: The Dance Begins
KENNETH J. GERGEN ....cccooiviiiiiiiiiiiiinccne 3

. Implications of Social Constructionism for the
Psychological Study of Religion
JAN M. VAN DER LANS ..cccociniiiiiiiiniiiccniecen 23

. Conversion as Social Construction. A Narrative
Approach to Conversion Research
ULRIKE POPP-BAIER  ...ooovviiiiiiiiiiitiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 41

. Religious Development as Discursive Construction
JAMES M. DAY oo 63

PART TWO
THEOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTIONS

. Losing the Self, Finding the Self: Postmodern Theology
and Social Construction

LY N3 TR AN 5 07N e) o 93

. Ultimate Meaning as Silence: The Monologic and
Polyphonic Author-God in Religious Communication
CHRIS AM. HERMANS  ..ooiiiiiiiiic 113

. Human Discourse and the Act of Preaching
GERRIT IMMINK ..oooivininiiiiiiiiiccccccce e 147



vi CONTENTS

8. Social Constructionism and Religious Education: Towards
a New Dialogue
FRIEDRICH SCHWEITZER ......c.ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiccccnienne 171

9. Organising and Changing the Church
AAD DE JONG .cocoiviiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiccicicncincicie e 187

10. Personal Religion
HANS SCHILDERMAN ...oooviiiiiiiiiiireeeeeieecrereeeeeseenneneeeeeesnans 211

11. Social Construction of Moral Identity in View of a
Concrete Ethics
CHris A.M. HeErMANs AND JoOST DUPONT ........cccoeueeee. 239

PART THREE

REFLECTIONS

12. Reflecting on/with my Companions
KENNETH J. GERGEN ....cccooviiiiiiiiiiiicicci 273

13. Social Constructionism and Theology: A Dance to be
Postponed?

JOHANNES A. VAN DER VEN ..o, 291
Author Reference ........cccoccceveviinviiiiiiciiniieniienceceieeeeeeccen, 309
Subject Index ....cceeeiviiiiiiiininiiin 313

NAMES INACK ettt e et e e e e eeeees 320



	Title Page
	Copyright Page

	Table of Contents


