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A Festschrift is by definition a cart drawn by many horses, in this case first
and foremost of course by those who so willingly and with a great deal of en­
thusiasm contributed a chapter to the book. Since their contributions appear
under their own names, we think it right to mention here those whose par­
ticipation assisted us in bringing our endeavours to a successful conclusion
and who would otherwise remain anonymous. Our thanks go in particular to
Ms Mariet Boumans whose secretarial support enabled us to get this cart on
the road and to keep it moving. We are also grateful to our colleagues from
the Translations Branch of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for coordinating
the various contributions linguistically.

Those with experience in the field of editing a Festschrift will acknowledge
that the road is full of potholes, technical and otherwise. We would not have
been able to avoid these without the assistance of Ms Marjolijn Bastiaans,
Head of the Publications Department, of the TMC Asser Institute, who was
responsible for liaison between us and our publisher and at the same time
acted as a bridge and a shield.

Finally, we owe thanks to the Legatum Visserianum which facilitated the
publication of this Festschrift by providing a grant.

This Festschrift in honour of Willem Riphagen covers a wide variety of
subjects of private and public international law, thus reflecting the wide
scope of Willem Riphagen's interests and professional activities, both as the
Legal Adviser to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and as a Professor of Inter­
national Law.

The contributions from his friends and former colleagues deal with sub­
jects such as State Immunity, Law of the Sea, Dispute Settlement, Human
Rights and Customary International Law. As will be clear from the list of
authors, these topics are dealt with in an outstanding manner: quality needs
no praise.
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