Preface

The National Committee of Japanese Historians has the pleasure
of presenting to the 17th International Congress of Historical Sci-
ences in Madrid (1990) this collection of historiographical essays on
writings published by Japanese scholars during the years 1983 —87.
Some references are also made to works by foreign scholars pub-
lished in Japanese or in Japanese translation.

Since the first national report was published for the 11th Con-
gress in Stockholm (1960), we have brought out six reports, and this
volume is the seventh in the series. The first three reports were
composed of historiographical review and bibliographical sections. In
preparing the fourth report for the 14th Congress in San Francisco
(1975), it proved impossible for financial reasons to translate the
historiographical reviews. The complete version was therefore avail-
able only in Japanese, while the international edition consisted of the
bibliography only. The international editions of the fifth and sixth re-
ports were published in the same format.

This situation has not been the most satisfactory, however, since
a bibliography is not enough to clearly convey the vigorous activities
of the Japanese historical community. We have, accordingly, changed
our editorial policy totally this time. We have chosen a limited num-
ber of topics, deemed among the more important, and this has en-
abled us to publish an international edition identical in content to
the Japanese version. The drawback of this approach, of course, is
that this seventh report does not cover all the fields in which Japa-
nese historians are engaged in research. It is hoped that other topics
can be dealt with in subsequent reports.

As in the case of previous reports, Japanese names are given in
the original Japanese order, family name first. Romanization follows
the Hepburn system with some minor exceptions. In the
bibliographical notes the place of publisher is Tokyo unless other-
wise indicated. Although the National Committee chose the contribu-
tors in each area of specialization, it disclaims responsibility for each
author’s selection and evaluation of works mentioned here.

In publishing this volume the National Committee is indebted to
the Ministry of Education for its financial assistance, and to Mr.



Uemura Mitsuhisa for a generous donation. We are grateful to the
Center for Social Science Communication for its meticulous care in
translating the essays and bibliographical notes. Especially valuable
aid has been offered by Professors Kibata Yoichi and Ishida Yaji of
the University of Tokyo, Professor Minamizuka Shingo of the Uni-
versity of Chiba, Ms. Kikukawa Mari, assistant to the National Com-
mittee, and Mr. Kimura Takafumi, editor at Yamakawa Shuppansha,
Ltd. We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere
thanks to all those who have made the publication of this English
edition possible.
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