
PR EF AC E

T he choice of the topic ' Dutch medici ne in th e Mal ay Archipelago', in
ho nor of Dani e l de Mo ulin's reti remen t, is based on his love of that
co untry. He was bo rn in 1919 in Bu itenzorg on Ja va and there spent hi s
youth. While he was in th e Ne therlands pursuing his medical studies ,
th e Second World War broke out, which was to br ing a bo ut a great
change in per spect ive in the Dutch Indies. In 1943, De Moul in enl isted
in the Royal Dutch East-Ind ian Army and set out for New Gu inea. He
had , no doubt , en visaged his return to the Malay Ar chipela go in quite
d if fer ent terms. After hi s demobil ization, in 1946 , he returned to the
Netherlands where he se tt led permanently. He never returned to Indo­
nesia aga in .

Daniel de Moulin has always been a hard worker. His diver se qualities
as doctor, pr ofessor, sc ho la r, and a bove all, as an amiabl e man of inte­
gr it y, have been hon or ed in th e Fes tsc hr if t De novis inventis which was
presented to him by his f riends on the occas ion of h is si xty - f if th birth­
da y.' Thumbing thro ugh this co llec tion, on e will note th e ab sen ce of
any article deal ing wit h the Dutch Ind ies. To be sure, the purpose of the
Festsch r ift was to offe r a collection of 'd iscove ries whose real va lue had
not been immediately appreciated but which lat er recei ved recognit ion ' ,
none theless, such discoveries were mos t certainl y made in th e Dutch
Indies as well. Could it possibly be that, f ive years ago, in th e Dutch
med ical historica l world no one except De Mo ulin was ac tua lly engaged
in studyi ng th e subjec t in the Ma lay A rc hipe lago?

T he st udy of the history of med icin e in the fo rmer Dutch Indies forms
pa rt of the research un dertak en at the ins t itute for th e history of med i­
c ine at Nij me ge n, which is th e br ain-child of De Moulin and, tha nks to
his e f fo rts, has develop ed in to a flour ishing university institution . Se­
ve ral p ublicati on s in th is a rea emerged under his su pe rv ision or fr om
his own hand 2

, but his major s tudy was to come after th e co m ple tion of
his A history 0/ surgery with em phasis on the Neth erlands .3 All along , he
had been co llec ti ng mat erials , ph otographs and slides, whi ch were oth­
erwise in danger of being lost. Unfortunat el y, due to th e ill- fated ac c i­
de nt whi ch befell h im, De Moul in wi ll not have the cha nce to complete
his undertak ing s. And so, there is all the mor e reason to hop e th at
o the rs wi ll take up th e study of th e h istory of medicine in the Malay
Arc hipe lago .



The symposium which is being held on the occasion of De Moulin's
seventieth birthday, is consequently concerned with drawing attention
to this topic. Bringing together different academic disciplines will, we
hope, stimulate scholary study of the history of medicine in the former
Dutch Indies, the birth place of Daniel de Moulin.

A. de Knecht-van Eekelen
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