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Professor C lifford Edmund Bosworth FBA, wh om this Festsehrift hon­
ours, is one of the greatest histori ans of the M iddle East o f the 20th
ce nt ury. When a la tter- day Arbc rry co mes to wr ite the biogr aphies
of the lead ing O ricn talists of this age, there is no doubt that Bosworth 's
na me will ra nk among the forem ost. H e is a grea t oricnta list wit h
a ll the positive, good connotations of th at m uch-abused word , and
tota lly lacking in the pejorative aspects with which the term "orion­
talism" has become imbu ed since the writ ings of Edward Sa id .

Professor Bosworth was born on 29 December 1928 in Sheffield ,
Englan d. Hi s fi rst degree, taken at St. J ohn 's College, O xford Univer­
sity, was a Ist class BA in M odern History in 1952 (M A, 1957), which
he promptly followed by a no the r Ist class degree, this tim e an ;\,IA
in ;\1idd lc Eastern Languages (Arabic, Persian a nd Turkish) fro m
Edi nbu rgh University, in 1956. H e rece ived his PhD Irorn Ed inburgh
Unive rsity in 196 I , and a th ird (honora ry) ;\I A fro m the University
of M a nchester in 1971.

A distinguished and va ried ca ree r followed: Boswort h was Lec­
turer in Arabi c at St. And rews Univers ity in Scotlan d from 1956- 65,
an d 1966-7 , intercalat ing a period as Visiting Associate Pro fessor a t
T o ron to Unive rsity (1965--6). H owever, th e institu tion with which he
is m ost associated is the Unive rsity of M a nchester whe re he was
Professor of Arabic Stud ies in th e Dep artm ent o f Middle Ea stern
St ud ics from 1967-1 990, as well as Head of Depa rt ment for most
o f tha t time. H e is now Em erit us Professor in th at Dep a rt men t and
Hon o rary Fellow, and also hold s an H onora ry Professorship a t St.
David 's College , Lam peter in the University of \ Vales, in the De­
pa rtment there of T heology and Religious Stud ies a nd its associ­
a ted Centre for Islam ic Studies. Hi s academic ca ree r was deservedly
crowne d with his elect ion as a Fellow of th e British Acad emy in
1992.

Bosworth 's publica tions a re almos t literally legion: he is th e emy
of h is less p roli fic co lleagues . H oweve r, q uality has never been
sac rificed to q uantity. As well as being th e aut hor of some 15 books,
he has p roduced some 85 art icles in lea rned j ournals, abo ut 200
articles in the new ed ition of the Encyclopaedia (d' Islam of which he
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is the British editor, and some 80 articles for the Encyclopaedia Iranica.
Notable among his books are the 2 volume Mediaeoal Islamic Underworld,
the revised Islamic Dynasties (entitled The New Islamic Dynastiesi, his
tran slations of T abari and th e semina l and magisteri al History o]' the
Sa:!plrids qf Ststan and the Maliks ofNimrur.

The diversity of Bosworth 's academic interests is mirrored in the
academic colleagues and friends he has made all over the world .
Some or them have joined togethe r he re in thi s Festschrfl to honou r
an ou tstanding master of his trade. All the contributors join with me
and Dr C aro le Hill enbrand in wishing Clifford Edmund Bosworth
ad multos annos and continued productivity in the field of academe
which he graces with such distinction .

Ian Richard Netton
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