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PREFACE 

The codices published in this volume are part of a collection of twelve codices plus 
one tractate discovered by a farmer, Mohammed (son of) Ali (of the family) el­
Samman (son of) Mohammed (son of) Khalifa. Mohammed reports the discovery was 
made while collecting a natural nitrate to fertilize the fields (an activity usually done 
in December), some six months after the murder of his father (7 May 1945, according 
to the Register of Deaths in the Nag Hammadi Court House), hence in December 
1945. According to Mohammed's report, his brother Khalifa found a four-handled 
red jar some 60 cm. high and 30 cm. wide at the broadest, closed with a pottery bowl 
as a lid which he kept, buried beside a corpse on a bed of charcoal (of which no trace 
or other confirmatory evidence was found in the excavation of 14-16 December 
1975), near Hamra Dom on the talus of the Gebel el-Tarif under the sloping northern 
flank of the fallen broken boulder visible in the photograph captioned "site of the 
discovery" in Jean Doresse, Les livres secrets des gnostiques d' Egypte, I: Introduction 
aux ecrits gnostiques coptes decouverts a KhCnoboskion (Paris: Librairie PIon, 1958), facing 
p. 137. Mohammed broke the jar a few meters lower down the talus, wrapped the 
codices it contained in his tunic, threw it over his shoulder, mounted his camel 
hobbled on the southern side of the boulder, and carried the codices thus to his 
home some six kilometers away in el-Kasr (X1j\lo~oO'l<.e;;ot). 

These codices were first subjected to scholarly examination by Jean Doresse in 
Cairo, briefly in October 1948 and again early in 1949. On the basis of order 10730 
of the Ministry of Public Education, dated 12 May 1952, they were transferred from 
the Department of Antiquities to the Coptic Museum at Old Cairo on 9 June 1952. 
They were declared national property in 1956 by a court decision and assigned by 
the Department of Antiquities on 3 November 1959 to the Coptic Museum as their 
permanent repository. They are here published in facsimile edition by the Egyptian 
Antiquities Organization of the Arab Republic of Egypt in cooperation with 
UNESCO through its International Committee for the Nag Hammadi Codices. 

The codices published in this volume were given the inventory numbers 10553 
and 10551 by the Coptic Museum in 1959. They were numbered VIII and X by 
Jean Doresse and Togo Mina in 1949 ("Nouveaux textes gnostiques coptes de­
couverts en Haute-Egypte: La bibliotheque de Chenoboskion," VigChr 3.136 and 
137); X and XII by Henri-Charles Puech in 1950 ("Les nouveaux ecrits gnostiques 
decouverts en Haute-Egypte [Premier inventaire et essai d'identification]," Coptic 
Studies in Honor oj Walter Ewing Crum, 108 and 109; see also "Decouverte d'une 
bibliotheque gnostique en Haute-Egypte," Philosophie,. Religion [EncylopMie franfaise 
19 (1957) 42],10 and 10-11), and also in the microfilming agreement signed by Pahor 
Labib, Director of the Coptic Museum, and S0ren Giversen, Delegate from the 
Institute of Egyptology of the University of Copenhagen, on 28 December 1957 
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(although 10553 was designated IV and 10551 X by Berthe van Regemorter ["La 
reliure des manuscrits gnostiques decouverts a Nag Hamadi," Scriptorium 14 (1960) 
2.25-234] on the basis of her work at the Coptic Museum in December 1957, and 
10553 was microfilmed as Codex IV by Giversen on 9 January 1958); X and VIII 
in the Special Register for Manuscripts of the Coptic Museum in 1958 and its General 
Register in 1959; V and XII by Doresse in 195 8 (Les livres secrets des gnostiques d' E'gypte : 
Introduction aux ecrits gnostiques coptes decouverts a Khenoboskion, 1.165 and 167); and 
IX and X by Martin Krause in 1962 ("Der koptische Handschriftenfund bei Nag 
Hammadi: Umfang und Inhalt," Mitteilungen des Deutschen Archaologischen Instituts, 
Abteilung Kairo, 18.128; see also Martin Krause and Pahor Labib, Gnostische und 
hermetische Schriften aus Codex II und Codex VI [Abhandlungen des Deutschen 
Archaologischen Instituts Kairo, Koptische Reihe 2, 1971 (appeared 1972)], 7-8 
and 9-10), and also by James M. Robinson in 1968 ("The Coptic Gnostic Library 
Today," New Testament Studies 14.400). IX and X are now the official numbers used 
by the Coptic Museum and UNESCO and hence in this edition. 

For a complete bibliography reference may be made to David M. Scholer, Nag 
Hammadi Bibliography I948-I969 (Nag Hammadi Studies I; Leyden: E. J. Brill, 
1971), 187 and 188, supplemented annually in the autumn issue of Novum Testamentum 
beginning for Codex IX with 15 [1973] 344, for Codex X with 16 [1974] 335. 

This volume first reproduces photographs of the front and back of the cover of 
Codex IX when closed (plates 1-2), the cover before the quire was removed (open 
to pp. 30-3 I, plate 3), and the inside of the cover after the quire was removed (plate 4). 
The analysis and dimensions of the cover, here reproduced in part on a reduced scale 
(see the centimeter scale on plates 3-4), are as follows. The covers of Codices VI, 
IX and X (and to a lesser extent Codex II) comprise a distinct group within the eleven 
extant covers (see James M. Robinson, "The Construction of the Nag Hammadi 
Codices," Essays on the Nag Hammadi Texts in Honour of Pahor Labib, edited by 
Martin Krause [Nag Hammadi Studies 6, 1975], 170-190). The cover of Codex IX 
consists of two unstained pieces of golden-tan leather, one of sheepskin comprising 
the upper half of the codex, the other of goatskin comprising the lower half. The 
upper piece, if fully opened, would measure 38.1 cm. wide and 17.9 to 16.1 cm. high, 
the lower piece 38.2 cm. wide and I 5.0 to I 5 . I cm. high. The upper piece overlaps 
the lower piece on the outside by 0.7 cm.; the two were stitched along the entire 
overlap. Strips 2.7 cm. wide at the top and bottom of the front cover, and 1.9 cm. 
wide at the top, 2.2 cm. at the bottom, and 2.0 to 2.2 cm. at the right of the back 
cover, were folded in and tied down at the four outer corners. The fold at the left 
of the front cover is replaced by two leather pieces tied to the cover at the top, 
centre and bottom. The top piece measures 15.2 cm. by 3.7 to 3.6 cm., the bottom 
piece 12.5 cm. by 3.6 to 4.0 cm.; the bottom piece is pasted to the top piece and over­
laps it by 1.4 em. The left side of this strip is folded under an additional 1.4 cm. and 
pasted to the cover. There is a second fragmentary piece of leather 5.0 cm. wide 
and 2.9 cm. high folded inside the top fold and tied down to the cover with it; 
the disintegrated condition of this part of the cover obscures its function. The 
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leather of the cover is free to extend to the left as a blunt flap 5.7 cm. wide at the 
middle and 5.2 cm. at the top and bottom. To this flap is stiched a sheepskin thong 
55.3 cm. long (including a I. 5 cm. overlap) and 1.4 cm. wide, tapering down to a 
point, to encircle the codex when closed. The dimensions of the finished cover, 
when open, are 26.6 to 25.9 cm. high and 29.8 to 30.8 cm. wide. On the outside 
of the cover thongs to tie the top and bottom protrude 12.5 cm. from the top of 
the back cover (the thong at the top of the front cover is missing) and 12.3 and 10.7 
cm. from the bottom of the front and back covers. The top of the front cover and 
the inner top part of the back cover are missing for a width of 18.5 cm. and an 
irregular height of up to 4 cm. Only the left 5 cm. of the top fold on the front cover 
survive; the top fold on the back cover is intact. The inside of the spine is lined with 
a leather strip 25.7 cm. long and 5.0 to 4.7 cm wide. Two leather thongs, each ca. 
16.5 cm. long, lie at right angles to the lining between it and the cover at points 
2.8 and 23.0 cm. from the top; one end of the top thong was tucked under the top 
fold of the back cover. The central third (but not the two outer thirds) of the length 
of the lining was pasted directly to the inside of the spine of the cover over the 
two thongs. Cartonnage was then put separately into each cover and the outer 
edges of the lining were pasted down on it. Additional cartonnage was placed above 
the lining; the folds of the cover were pasted over this layer and tied down at the 
four corners. The pastedown was then added over the folds and cartonnage. The 
layers of cartonnage and the pastedown are missing with minor exceptions; these 
are a few scraps where paste held them in place, especially where the folds overlap 
the lining; and the cartonnage remained intact under the lower fold of the back 
cover (it has been removed and is to be published in the Fascimile Edition: Cartonnage). 
The quire was laid upon the cover and holes pierced through the middle of the 
sheets where they fold, through the reinforcement of the spine and through the 
cover at points 2.8, 5.2, 20.8, and 23.2 cm. from the top. Two thongs were passed 
through these holes and knotted on the outside of the spine; the lower thong is 
cut at its bottom. Two pieces of folded leather had been mounted on these thongs 
as stays at the centre of the quire to prevent the thongs from ripping through the 
papyrus. The top stay is 2.4 to 2.7 cm. wide when open and 4.5 cm. high, the lower 
stay 2.5 to 2.7 cm. wide when open and 4.7 cm. high; both are still in place on the 
thongs. 

The quire was constructed from two rolls. Each originally measured about 
three meters in length and consisted of a series of kollemata whose breadth varied 
from that of a single sheet to that of more than three sheets (i.e., about a meter). 
Such broad kollemata, though otherwise practically unknown in papyrology, occur 
in the first three rolls of Codex VIII and in all the rolls of Codices I -III, VI-Xl and 
BG 8502. Since two extant kolleseis (on pp. 49/50 and 66) indicate that in both rolls 
the kollema on the right overlaps that on the left, one may assume that the rolls 
were rotated in a horizontal plane 180° before being cut (perhaps because they had 
been rolled up from right to left rather than the usual left to right), and the sheets 
were then cut from the rolls and stacked in the order in which the rolls were unrolled 



XII 

+ o~fo [voJ : JI..,::JI J-" ~ ~~I ~~p'1 ~l::J~1 ~I~ ~~I J-" .~Y.".,.tl ~j:J1 

+ o~fo ['r'J '[,rJ +,0 ,,[.J + V, 'A + [,~J " + [V,J 't + Vr' '[rJ 

.. .).-1 ~ ~I.., JWI ulll 0-" :ti~11 ~4~p'1 t U) LJ • , A + 0 ~ " [ ,J + " ,[, Jt 

'r[.J + ov : JI.,..:d1 J-" r.f' lil=J1 \,)"'.i:J ¥ (~IJJI .. .).-1 sf) .bpi 0-" s..,LJ1 

'r't + tr' 'r'r + to 'r'. + tV 'rA + t~ 'r, + [o,J {rJt + [orJ 'rr + 00 
.[r'AJ + [r'~J 'r" + t' 

0-" .bpi ~ ~ , ~ t ~ t~ jll..,f..,f , ~ t A t~ .,.;-I..,f ,j oJ..,.,., ~kf ..w.., 
Y'''' ~9yl ~~ (J9 .b~ J,..~I ~I J~ ~I 0-" ~ (r' ~J ~.."..ul }z.;.j) ~)WI 
r'. ~J ~I u'1;.. [,vJ 'rA (J.9J ~1.J.:f.~· 'r',-r'. ~I J.;.>. U::A.. 

• r', ~J ~I u1;.. t r' 't, ,[ r'V J t U) ~~I.., 
J~I (J9 ~.., ~ (J9 Jean Doresse ~l::...,~1 J.9j't.c • .bpi t!'" , ~ t ~ t~ jll..,f (J9'" . 

:u...D..ri- ~4~.1. ~" 0-" 0A.lJf J-" ,~oA t~ ~I u'~4 ~11~ I.?.,:JI 

.s..\l;l-I ~)WI ~I~ 

J-" ~I ~ ~ ~J .b~ ~~..r.J1 JIJ..,~I yl;:,()1 I~ (J9 oJ..,..:.:.11 ~6..."..u1 J~{'" 
~ (.J1.h9 ~ ~I L.f ,(, 10 ~J ~~..r.JI) r- r" r' U. J..,1 ~f &- .., .~lk::...~1 JJ,J 

~J ~~fi.I) ~ ~I yj ~I ~4~..r.-U r- , 0 ,~I.yl (J9 ,~I ~4~..r.-U r- , r', ~ 

..,~.., .(tt/tr' ~J ~~fi.I) r-,t u~l,j ~I ~4~fi.I~r&.""([v.J/[,~J 

f •• J IJ.., 0-" AiJ.., r' A S.., L:! ~~ :l..:-.., ~.:r ~ ~.1. AiJ.., , ~ 0-" 0~~ J.,.:o ~ I ,j 0D .bpi 01 

t .lJf ~::='" .bpi J..,f (J9 ~ l;:,()1 0-" ;YL.:.. AiJ.., .!J ~ ~ t .lJf.., ~ v, sf .bpi 

. .[ r' ~J + [r' AJ ~I ~ .bJh;!1 ..;~ c..A::.., . u.;-f si ~J: 
.. I.yl .I.~..,)I t UJ ~I d~ ~~I ~jS.J [r'v J ~J ~ ~~.;JI tUJ ~I d~ ~~I.., 
~ ~..,)I· t UJ ~I d~ ~~I L.i • ( t) ~fJ ~~fi.1 ~l::Jf t. ~J ~I 0-" 

~~fi.1 ~l::Jt9 [r'~J ~J 0-" .. I~I ~~.;JI tUJ~1 d~ ~~I ~jS.J [r'AJ ~J ~I 
(-) :wir . .. 

0l::....."..u1.., 'r" ~J Jl [ , J ~J 0-" ~~fi.1 JIJ..,~I t. ~J Jl 0 ~J 0-" ~6..,.u1 J::i:" 
• 

• [ r' ~J + [r' AJ 'r'v + [t. J r.f' ~~ tuJI.., ";~I (J9 ~I ~~fi.1 t r-t' ~J 

" r .~J J! t[, J ~J 0-" ~~fi.1 ~~I , t ~J J! t r' ~J 0-" ~6..,.u1 ~" tr 
VO ~J 0-" ~6..,.u1 .., 'vt J! ,0 ~J 0-" ~~I Vt ~J Jl ,0 ~J 0-" ~6..,.uI.., 

.~ ~Lf ~~ t ~I s~fi.1 djlj.:-~ VA J! 

s..\l;l-I ~)WI 0"j..;..c" Ar-A' ~J 0l::,...,.ul9 , • ~J .bpi ,y- ~:JJ..I J"'~ ~~ 0~1.., 

.bpi ~" AO J!Ar' 0-" t U) ~6..,.u1 .., '4~ .bpi 0J~ L. J.;.>. u'U.I.., tL.~1 ~ 

~J ~.."..ul L.f .J IJ::.l1 ~ r" -r'. 'r ~-r A 'r v-r, t U) ~~I J.;.>. U::A.. Y'''' 

s..\l;l-I ~)W I ~9 ~ r:Jii J,J.., • ~ .bpi J.,.:.i ~ ~ I JJ I 0-" s..\l;l-I ~)\;..ll j~; A' 



PREFACE XIII 

from right to left (see James M. Robinson, "On the Codicology of the Nag Hammadi 
Codices," Les textes de Nag Hammadi,' Colloque du Centre d' Histoire des Religions 
[Strasbourg 2}-2J octobre 1974], edited by Jacques-E. Menard [Nag Hammadi Studies 
7,1975], 15-3 1). The original sequence of the first roll, comprising the lower part 
of the stack of sheets, i.e., the outer part of the quire, is as follows (when the sheets 
are rotated back 180° and the sequence listed from the left end of the roll to the 
right, designated by the pagination of the horizontal-fibre side of the sheets into 
whichtherollwascut):Pp. [75] (missing) + [2],73+1, [71]+6, [69]+[8],67+ 10, 

65+[12], [63] (missing)+~[4], ?1+[16] and 59+18. The original sequence of the 
second roll, comprising the upper part of the stack of sheets, i.e., the inner part 
of the quire, is as follows (the sequence is listed in the same manner): Pp. 57+20, 
55+2~, [53]+[2]1, [51]+26,49+28, 47+3°,45+3 2,43+34,4[1]+36 and [39] 
+[38]. The last sheet cut from this roll may have been ca. 1.8 cm. narrower than 
the other folios, to judge by the position of the left margin on p. 58 in comparison 
with the left margin on pp. 5 [6] and 60 (unless the folio 57/5 8 had broken off and 
been moved inward already in antiquity, prior to the deterioration process). 

A photograph taken late in 1948 prior to the removal of the quire from the cover 
(see plate 3) permits to a limited extent a hypothetical reconstruction of the quire 
as it appeared at that time. The codex was open to pp. 30-31. Behind p. 30 lay pp. 28 
and [17], and behind p. 31 lay in sequence pp. 31, 33, 35, [37], [39], 4[1], 43, 45, 47, 
[69] and 73 (and fragment 73 behind p. [69]). The photograph also documents at 47, 
1815', 47, 19 tl and 47, 2015', each at the end of the line. The codex was packed in 
a suitcase by Jean Doresse early in 1949, and inventoried in the Special Register 
for Manuscripts of the Coptic Museum in 1958 as consisting of nine incomplete 
folios in their leather cover. In the expectation that the facsimile edition begun 
by Pahor Labib in 1956 would be continued "at the request of the International 
Committee for the Study and Publication of the Coptic Gnostic Papyri" by Labib 
and Giversen, the folios were removed from the cover, put temporarily between 
glass panes in the order in which they were found, and thus photographed on 9 
January 1958. The accurate sequence reflected in Doresse's photograph was in general 
also reflected in the sequence in which the material was conserved and photo­
graphed. In 1961 the folios were conserved between plexiglass, and in 1966 they 
were photographed by the Center of Documentation for UNESCO. The seguence 
of Giversen's microfilm is reflected in that of the plexiglass conservation, with only 
an occasional folio turned over and a few small fragments shifted from one container 
to another (although the many small fragments in the last two glass containers 
were not conserved in plexiglass, but were kept with the covers, where many of 
them were found in 1970)' The conservation sequence of the major part of each 
folio thus retained approximately the original sequence of the folios; however, 
most of the surviving fragments of the first twenty-four pages were in random 
order in the first thirteen containers. A final conservation involving the placing 
of fragments, the removal of transparent tape and the reuniting of conjugate leaves 
(between plexiglass panes 37 cm. wide and 32 cm. high) was accomplished 
in 1974-1977. 
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The individual folios of Codex IX are reproduced as close to natural size as is 
possible. Measurements of the original folios indicate a maximum height of 26.3 cm. 
(IX, 5/6; most of the relatively complete folios seem, as in the case of Codex III, 
to have been trimmed to 25.0 cm. to fit the height of the plexiglass; cf. the top 
margins of pp. 27-30, restored on plates 31-34 from older photographs); the 
width ranges from 13.9 cm. extant toward the front (IX 5/6) and 15.0 cm. toward 
the back (IX, [69]/[70]) to 14.0 cm. near the centre (IX, 43/44)' Apparently the 
codex originally consisted of 19 sheets = 38 folios = 76 pages, if one may assume 
that, contrary to the usual practice (Codices I-VIII, X, XI), there was no front 
flyleaf, in view of the facts that no part of it or its conjugate folio has been identified, 
and that the number of sheets derived from the first roll is usually less than the 
number derived from the second, thus discouraging the postulation of an un­
documented sheet. The centre of the quire is pp. [38] + [39]; hence vertical fibres 
( t) are found on the odd-numbered pages through [37] and the even-numbered 
pages beginning with [40]; horizontal fibres (--+) are found on the even-numbered 
pages through [38] and the odd-numbered pages beginning with [39]. Pieces of 
the inner margins of this centre sheet were still bound into the cover jn 1970; these 
pieces, measuring 6.8 by 1.3 cm. at the top thongs and 8,9 by 1.9 cm. at the bottom 
thongs, were folded around the two leather stays originally at the centre of the 
quire (see plate 4). In 1974 they were removed from the cover and restored to 
their position connecting the two folios that comprise the sheet at the centre of 
the quire, in which form they are here presented (see plates 41-42). No parts have 
been identified of [63]/[64] and [75]/A. Since the end of p. 74 does not complete 
a sentence, p. [75] may be assumed to have been inscribed; but since there is no 
indication that this was the case with the verso, it is here considered minimally as 
uninscribed (cf. Codices II, III, VII) and hence designated A. Plates 5 -40 reproduce 
pages [1]-36, plates 41-42 the centre sheet [40]+[37] and [38]+[39], plates 43-64 
pages 4[1]-62 and plates 65-74 pages 65-74; plates 75-78 reproduce 85 unidentified 
inscribed fragments (the fibre direction of fragments 72-85 is uncertain; to judge by 
the similarity of profile to the fragments at the bottom of pp. [51]/[52] and [53]/[54], 
fragment 81 may belong at the bottom of one of the following folios). Since there 
have been instances of fragments being ultimately placed in other codices than the one 
with which they had been originally conserved, one should also consult the miscel­
laneous fragments to be published in the introductory volume, and the unidenti­
fied fragments published with the codex with which they had been conserved when 
the codex is of a similar hand (Codices IV, V, VI and VIII) or when too little ink 
survived to make an identification of the hand certain. 

Next Codex X is reproduced. First the cover is presented: the front and back 
when closed (plates 81-82), when open at pp. 26*-27*, 28*-29* and 30*-31* (plates 
83-85), and the inside of the cover after the quire was removed (plate 86). The 
analysis and dimensions of the cover, here reproduced on a reduced scale (see the 
centimeter scale on plates 83-86), are as follows. The covers of Codices VI, IX and X 
(and to a lesser extent Codex II) comprise a distinct group within the eleven extant 
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covers (see James M. Robinson, "The Construction of the Nag Hammadi Codices," 
Essays on Nag Hammadi Texts in Honour of Pahor Labib, edited by Martin Krause 
[Nag Hammadi Studies 6, 1975], 170-190). The cover of Codex X consists of an 
unstained piece of golden-tan sheep leather which, if fully opened, would measure 
36.5 cm. wide by 32.0 cm. high. Strips 2.7 cm. wide at the top and 2.5 cm. at the 
bottom of the front cover and 2.5 cm. wide at the top, 2.6 cm. at the bottom, and 
2.9 cm. at the right of the back cover were folded in. The fold at the left of the 
front cover is replaced by two leather pieces tied to the cover at the top, centre and 
bottom. The top piece measures 14.6 cm. by 2.8 cm., the bottom piece 13.6 cm. by 
2.9 cm., with the top piece pasted to and overlapping the bottom piece by 1.4 cm. 
The left side of this strip is folded under an additional 1.8 to 1.2 cm. and pasted to 
the cover. Thus the leather of the cover is free to extend to the left as a blunt flap 
5.7 cm. wide at the top, 6.0 cm. at the middle and 6.2 cm. at the bottom. To this is 
stitched a thong 24.2 cm. long (including a 2.0 cm. overlap) and 1.4 cm. wide, 
tapering down toward a point (though the tip is missing); the thong encircled 
the codex when closed. The dimensions of the finished cover, when open, are 26.7 
to 26,9 cm. high and 27.0 to 27.3 cm. wide. On the outside of the cover thongs 
to tie the top and bottom protrude 13.0 and 4.2 cm. from the top of the front and 
back covers (with a broken tip missing for the back cover) and I 5 .3 and I 5 .2 cm. 
from the bottom of the front and back covers (with the thong of the front cover 
detached). The inside of the spine is lined with a leather strip 26.2 cm. long and 4.0 
cm. wide. Two leather thongs, one ca. 17.5 and the other ca. 16.5 cm. long, lie at 
right angles to the lining, between it and the cover, at points 3.3 and 23.3 cm. from 
the top; the ends were tucked under the top and bottom folds. A tooled groove 1.3 
cm. from each edge on the underside of the lining permits the two edges to bend up 
on each side of the quire. The central third (but not the two outer thirds) of the 
length of the lining was pasted directly to the inside of the spine over the two thongs. 
Cartonnage was then put separately into each cover, and the outer edges of the 
lining were pasted down onto it. Above the lining lay a further layer of papyrus; 
the folds of the cover were pasted over this layer and tied down at the four corners. 
Over the folds and cartonnage the pastedown was added. Neither the layers of 
cartonnage nor the pastedown is extant, apart from minor scraps where paste held 
them in place, especially where the folds overlay the lining. The quire was laid 
upon the cover and holes pierced through the middle of the sheets where they fold, 
through the reinforcement of the spine and through the cover at points 3.2 , 5.5, 
21.4 and 23.7 cm. from the top. Two thongs were passed through these holes and 
knotted on the outside of the spine; the lower thong is cut twice, where it enters 
the cover, but both pieces are extant. Two pieces of folded leather had been mounted 
on these thongs as stays at the center of the quire, to prevent the thongs from ripping 
through the papyrus. The top stay is 2.7 cm. wide when open and 3.5 cm. high, 
but is broken toward the bottom at the level of the lower hole; it was originally 
ca. 4.7 cm. high. The lower stay is now missing, though Doresse reported it as 
extant ("Les reliures des manuscrits gnostiques coptes decouverts a Khenoboskion," 
Revue d' Egyptologie 13 (1961) 46; see also plate 85 in the present volume). 



XVIII 

~J J! I. r ~J U-- djl.r.L1 JyPJ 'f r 'f I 'I"" '1"'0 'rr its) I • ~J 1..,k;J1 c,G.A..,.. 
III ~'~I \ - .:.(" \ ·~··~f '·11 c,~ .J.I • ....u c c_ c . ..0.9 , • ....:"..111. j c J ~ .r.r ~ r..s- ~ Lr ~'" Icc I c I'" ~. ~ '-'.;-~.:r ~ I· c 

Peter HermanJ~ll iUJ . I ~" iU. ~ ~~I ~ J! Lg....J..9J ~Jj11 

~ ~J 1.J.JUJ1 c,G.A..,.. JyPJ '" 'f 'r 'I its) c,6.yUl JyP .)I~~ van der Velde 

iU) ~ ~J 1~1 c,G.A..,.. d..r.J.1 y'~ I!.UjSJ {v.J '[,~J '[rJf '[rrJ its) 

'fr 'fr 'rf '1"'1'" 'ro iL9) djl~1 J.J--PJ '[VIJ 'I" 'I[,J 'I 0 " '0 'f 'I'" 

'I f 'I I'" ,<,> '0 i U ) I. ~J 1..,k;J1 c,~ JyPJ .v,-vo ~J ~yUl do, 

~ ,p...d-I L: ~ J.J-PJ ,CfD ~J ~l::5J1 u-- :yt;L1 o~ ~I ~IJ r. J! r v U--J 

, , I'" '0' '0 0 'f, 'f 0 'f f 'f I'" 'f r 'f I 'r, 'r 0 its) I. ~J 1 ~ I c, ~ 
'v, 'VI ',1'" '00 'f~ 'fv 'fo 'ff 'IV '1 0 'v 'I'" i U ) djl.,;..-:LIJ.J--PJ,o ',f 

~rAJl ~I ~Ir! ~~ I!.U~J I U-I fr ~J ~yUl d I. I Jl ~r U--J ". 
U. ....... \.) -~ ; ·····\'j~1 I..;:...,.L.. ; ".,.),. ,.:J. c,l1 L :.I. :L)'j"ul ~I . ~I i oJ ; •• ~--- \.,$ v::-' ~.. • \.,$ ~ ~ l.: 'yw;-.. • Lr . 

JyP ~ ~I ~ ~Irl ~ Basile Psiroukis J~I its If" . I ~ V I i~ .f..L:: dJ I ~ v. 

d < I . > ,<~ > ~J ~I \.,$;..r.J.1 4 ~ JyPJ 'r r Jl , ~ U-- its) I . ~J 1~1 c,~ 
c,~ JyPJ '" ~J k...YJ1 oJyP ~f I!.UjSJ 'I ~vr i~~.) ~ \.,$; ~I)I ~ 

~JJ I . J! v U-- its) I . ~J 1~1 c,~ JyPJ f" J! f 0 U-- its) ~ ~J 1..,k;J1 

'v,-v o its) c,6..YJ1 JyPJ 'I ~vr i~ ~ ~ \.,$; :L......t;L1 ~ \.,$; 0" 'ov 

f~ u--J 'ff J! 1"'1 U--J 'rr J! [,J U-- its) ~ ~J 1..,k;J1 c,~JyPJ 1 ff 'I fr 

I. ~J 1..,k;J1 c,~JyPJ vf J! [VIJ u--J ,["J J!,o U--J,. 'o~ 'o[,J Jj 

J..f J)l,:..,,, J! ". U--J 0' J! 1"'1 u--J 'r, 'r o ',,,-, 0 0"J f J! [,J U-- its) 
the Smithsonian Institution :ylll ~l:J1 U-- ~ ~ ~I :i.Jl,&.~1 dj:.QJ1 d ~I 

~~~I its '-wJ .1 ~v, 'I Ilvf ~~ ~ L oy>t>lA.J1 d$:!.r),1 6~1 §.r ~Irl..::.,~ 
1..,k;J1 c,~ ~iJ ~ ~J 1..,k;J1 djlj:- JLf J.:~ ",.r.L1 11t. J.)~' Birger Pearson 

Charles W. Hedrick, Research Associate of the Institute ~~)'I its If" . I. ~J 

r I'" J'Lf J.:~ ~,.;JI ~ o~ ~I ~I ",~;:jl ~ for Antiquity and Christianity 

Frederik Wisse ~l~40~1 i tsJ . I • ~J 1~1 ",Ij:-f ~ .. ~J ~ ~J 1~ ~. ojlj:­

.Stuttgart A.:.:..L.. d uJj11 U-- ",.r.L1 11t. cf ~ ~lr~4 
~ A..I!IL l;:;: JI-. -. J.r. J \'!" 



PREFACE XIX 

Codex X is one of the most fragmentary of the codices, and lacks parallel texts 
which would facilitate the reconstruction and would compensate for the loss-as 
in the cases of the similarly fragmentary Codices XII and IV. Thus Codex X presents 
the greatest substantive loss and the most difficulty both in reconstructing pagination 
and in placing fragments. The photographs of Doresse from 1948-1949 (see plates 
83-85) present in order the relatively intact folios 25*/26*, 27*/28*, 29*/30* and 
31*/32* (the top part of 25*/26* is turned over); behind these folios may be discerned 
some folios and fragments in relatively good order. Under 26* there are visible in 
successive layers 17*, <10>, <8>, <6> and [2]; 19*, <10> and <8>; 15*; 
and 22*. Under 31* there are visible 34* over 35* and 37*, and without discernible 
sequence, fragments of 40*, 41*, 67*, the back flyleaf C, unidentified fragment 6, 
a fragment from Codex V Ill, 10 and unidentified fragment 31 of Codex VIII. 
Apparently the major losses in Codex X had already taken place, though a few 
letters are not subsequently as fully attested, at the beginning «8 >, 6: ~; < 10 >, 
20: l!"~) or end « 8 >, 2: fi. 28: c.:; < 10 >, 29:~; 26*, 12: ~Y~[fi]; 29*, I: H) of a line. 

The codex was packed in a suitcase by Jean Doresse early in 1949, and inventoried 
in the Special Register for Manuscripts of the Coptic Museum in 1958 as consisting 
of a cover, two folios and five envelopes of fragments. At the time of the preservation 
in plexiglass in October 1960, the material "lay in a leather cover broken in pieces, 
loose and out of order" and was preserved "in the sequence in which it lay"(Krause 
and Labib, Gnostische und hermetische Schriften, p. 9). Hence one may perhaps infer 
the general arrangement of the material in the storage of 1949 from the sequence 
of the conservation of 1960. The two folios conserved first, 29*/30* and 27*/28*, 
were probably (as in the case of Codex VIIl) those still in the cover; then there 
had probably been stored, in successive envelopes, the relatively complete folios 
toward the beginning of the codex conserved next « 9 > / < 10 >, < 7 > / < 8 >, 
5/< 6 », large fragments roughly in the sequence of the codex, and finally small 
fragments. A final conservation involving the removal of transparent tape and 
the reuniting of conjugate leaves (between plexiglass panes 37 cm. wide and 32 cm. 
high) was accomplished in 1974-1977. 

The reconstruction of the beginning, the centre and the end of the codex became 
possible through a correlation of the codicological data that survives with com­
parable data from the more complete codices (see James M. Robinson, "On the 
Codicology of the Nag Hammadi Codices," Les textes de Nag Hammadi: Colloque 
du Centre d'riistoire des Religions [Strasbourg 2j-2J octobre I974], edited by Jacques-E. 
Menard [Nag Hammadi Studies 7, 1975], 15-31). The narrower the sheets of a 
codex, the greater is the number of sheets that can be derived from a roll; a corollary 
is that a roll used near the centre of the quire, where sheets are narrower, produces 
more sheets than a roll of comparable size used near the outside of the same quire. 
Hence for Codex X, which is the narrowest of the codices, one might conjecture a 
pattern similar to (in ascending order of width) Codex V (where the roll used at the 
outside of the quire produced lOt sheets, and that used at the centre of the quire 
13 sheets), Codex VI (9 and II sheets) or Codex IX (9 and 10 sheets). Though 
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one may reasonably assume a similar single quire made from two rolls, the middle 
region in each half of the quire is so very fragmentary that the precise number of 
sheets and the point at which one roll ends and the other begins cannot be determined. 
The numeration is certain only for pp. [I ]-< 10>; though the sequence and position 
of folios just before and after the centre and near the end of the quire are certain, 
their pagination remains uncertain. Since the assigned numeration is minimaJ, one 
may well assume the actual pagination was an indeterminate amount higher. Each 
roll probably measured more than two meters in length and consisted of a series of 
kollemata some of whose breadth reached that of three or more sheets (Le., more or 
less a meter). Such broad kollemata, though otherwise practically unknown in pa­
pyrology, occur in the first three rolls of Codex VIII and all the rolls of Codices 
I-Ill, VI, VII, IX-XI and BG 8502. Since the left edges of the sheets of Codex X 
display continuity of horizontal fibres with the right edge of the next sheet above, 
one may assume that the sheets were cut from the rolls and stacked in the order in 
which the rolls were unrolled from right to left (if one may also assume the normal 
practice at the kolleseis to the effect that each kollema on the left overlaps that on the 
right, even though there is no extant kollesis to confirm this assumption). 

Three kollemata could be reassembled and placed accurately in the quire. For the 
identification of the back flyleaf CfD, onto which p. [72] had blotted, made it possible 
to identify one kollema as the bottom of the stack of sheets, or, when folded, the 
outside of the quire, derived from the right end of the first roll (the sequence of this 
segment of the roll is listed from left to right and designated by the pagination of 
the horizontal-fibre side of the sheets into which the roll was cut): 65*, [2]+67*, B 
(missing)+C. The extant pagination 3-5 made it possible to identify another kollema 
as the next to the left in the same roll (listed from left to right): < 10 > + 5 9* (missing), 
<8 >+61*, <6>+63*, 1- (conjugate with 65*). The blotting of a page with 
horizontal fibres onto the horizontal-fibre side of its conjugate folio together with 
the similarity of profile of the conjugate folios made it possible to identify the 
centre of the quire, even though blotting is usually confined to the outside folios 
of a codex (but see Codex I), and although the blotting took place after the folios 
had become partly unbound and had shifted out of line. Since the kollema to which 
this sheet belongs is extant, it may be identified as the left end of the second roll 
(listed from left to right): 34*+35*, 32*+37*, 30*+39*, 28*+41*, 26*. Hence the 
pagination of pp. [1]-<10> and the sequence of pp. 25*-42*, 61*-68* and the 
back flyleaf CfD could be established. 

From the remaining fragments parts of nine further folios could be found, which 
have been assigned a pagination that takes account of whatever indications of 
sequence are available but whose sequence as well as pagination remain to a degree 
arbitrary. Two of these fragmentary folios from one kollema are so similar in profile 
to each other and to the folio 41*/42* that they have been assigned the numeration 
43*/44* and 45*/46*, even though the fragments of the latter had originally been 
conserved in association with the first half of the quire. The intervening folio of that 
kollema in the first half of the quire, 23*/24*, and whatever else there may have been 
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in that kollema are missing. One fragmentary folio visible behind p. 26* in the 
photographs of 1948-49 and thus associated with the first part of the quire, with 
which its main fragment had been conserved, is also associated by its content 
and profile with pp. 25*ff; it is assigned the numeration 21*/22* (cf. in content 21*, 14 
with 39*, 28 and 42*, 5; and 22*,22 with 25*, 23ff). Its conjugate folio in the last half 
of the quire, 47*/48*, and whatever else may have been in that kollema are missing. 
Three quite fragmentary folios from a single kollema can be arranged in their relative 
sequence within the kollema on the basis of the flow of fibres, which are not perfectly 
horizontal. Sjnce these folios are visible behind p. 26* in the photographs of 1948-49 
and had been conserved between, as well as having some common content and profile 
with, the folios < 9> / < 10 > and 25 * /26*, they are assigned the numeration 19*/20*, 
17*/18* and 15*/16* (cf. in content 19*, 18-19 with 31*,4 and 39*, 5; 18*, 21-22 
with [2],18-19; 17*, I with <6>, 22 and <7>, 2-23; 14*, 22-25 and 15*, 2 with 
1,15-16; <6>,19; <7>, 17-28 ; <8>, 5-19; <9>,8-25 and <10>, 10-II; 
14*, 18 with 1, 19; 5, 4; <6>, 3.24-28 and <7>, 18; 13*, 16.19 with 1, 17-18 ; 
5, 2 and <7>, 15; 13*, 18 with <7>, 3-7). Their conjugate folios in the last half 
of the quire, 49*/50*, 51*/52*, and 53*/54*, and whatever else may have been in that 
kollema are missing. Two quite fragmentary folios from one kollema had been conserved, 
one with the first part of the quire, the other with the last part; the former has 
some common profile with the folios 17*/18* and 19*/20*, and the latter with 
63*/64*. Hence they are given the numeration of conjugate folios 13*/14* and 
55*/56* (cf. in content 55*, 20 with 66*, I). Whatever else may have been in that 
kollema is missing. A fragment from a further folio has similar profile to the folios 
55*/56* and 63*/64* and is hence given the numeration 57*/58*. Its conjugate 
folio in the first half of the quire, II*/12*, and whatever else may have been in that 
kollema are missing. 

Extant numeration occurs only on pp. 3-5, near the centre of the top margin. 
Since the same area of the page survives at least in part but without extant numeration 
on pp. <6>-<10>, 15*-17*, 25*, 27*, 29* and 39*-42*, it is probable the codex 
had no numeration beyond p. 5. Since the centre of the quire is pp. 34*+ 3 5 *, vertical 
fibres (t) are found on the odd-numbered pages through 33* and the even-numbered 
beginning with 36*; horizontal fibres (-+) are found on the even-numbered pages 
through 34* and the odd-numbered pages beginning with 35*. Measurements of 
the original folios indicate a maximum height of 26.0 cm. (31*/32*) and a maximum 
width of 12.2 cm. toward the beginning (3/1), narrowing to 11.4 cm. toward the 
centre of the quire (39*/40*). Plates 87-96 reproduce pp. [1]-< 10 >, plates 97-106 pp. 
13*-22*, plates 107-128 pp. 25*-46*, plates 129-132 pp. 55*-58*, plates 133-140 pp. 
61*-68*, plates 141-142 the back flyleaf CfD, and plates 143-144 the 103 unidentified 
inscribed fragments. 

To avoid the confusion of a plurality of numbering systems, users are requested 
to refer to pages by the reconstructed Coptic pagination printed at the top of each 
plate rather than by the plate numbers printed at the bottom outside corner. If 
the normal place for the original pagination falls within a lacuna, the pagination is 
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given in square brackets []; if the normal place is not a lacuna but is uninscribed 
the pagination is given in pointed brackets < >; if a reading is uncertain, a dot is 
put under the number; but if the numeration is a somewhat arbitrary convention, it 
is accompanied by an asterisk (*). The unidentified inscribed fragments are num­
bered so that they can be cited by fragment number. 

Users are requested to submit to the secretary any suggestions for possible inclusion 
among addenda et corrigenda in the Fascimile Edition: Introduction. 

The photographs of plates 3, 82-85, of the margins of IX, 27-30 and of vestiges 
of ink at IX, 29, 28; 30, 22 were supplied by the courtesy of Jean Doresse. The 
photographs of vestiges of ink ~t [7],9; [8], 9.10 and of several otherwise unattested 
inscribed fragments from Codex IX were supplied by the courtesy of S0ren Giversen: 
a fragment at IX, [17], 20.2 I; 18, 22.23; the fragment with the pagination of IX, 
21-22, half of the fragment of IX, [53]/[54], and unidentified fragments 72-86 
on plates 77-78. The photographs of IX, 25, 26, 57, 58, ~1 and 62, of ves­
tiges of ink at IX, [2], 22.25.27; 9,1.4.10; 10, 1.II; ~~, 4.17; ![4], 4.14; [17],14; 
19, 10.12; 20, 10.12, of fragment 64 on plates 75-76, of X, 35* (lines 14 ff.), 36* 
(lines 14 ff.), of vestiges of ink at X, 32*, 8.9; 36*, 12; 41*, 20; 42*, 21, and of frag­
ments 101-103 on plates 143-144 are taken from the series produced for this edition 
under the auspices of the Centre of Documentation and supplied to UNESCO in 
1966. The photographs of plates I, 2,4 and 81, of IX [23], [2]1, [69] and [70], of ves­
tiges of ink at IX, ?, 6.10; 4, 7.14; 5, 1.27.28 ; 6, 1.29; 15, 1.2.II.23; [16], 26; 18, 3; 
[71],14, of fragments 25, 33, 34,43,5 1 and 56 on plates 75-76, of X, 5, <6>,13*, 
14*,27*-30*, and the back flyleafCjD, of vestiges ofink at X, 25*,10; 26*, 9-II; 41*, 
I; 42*, I; 43*,22.27.28; 44*,21.28; 45*,21-22; 46*,22; 55*, 19-22 ; 56*, 19-21 ; 63*, 
18.20-22; 64*,18.19.21 ; 65*, 9, and of fragments 3,7,15,17,44,45,47,49,52,53, 
55, 63, 71, 76, 80 and 93-100 on plates 143-144, were made for this edition by Peter 
Herman van der Velde under the auspices of the Technical Sub-Committee of the 
International Committee for the Nag Hammadi Codices at its first two sessions in 
December 1970 and January 1971. Under its auspices Basile Psiroukis produced the 
photographs of X, 19*-22*, and of vestiges of ink at <9>, 17 and < 10>, 16 at its 
fourth session in December 1972; those of plate 86 and of IX, 45-48, and X, <7>­
< 10>, 57* and 58* at its fifth session in September 1973; and those of fragments 
1-24, 26-32, 35-42,44-5 0, 52-55, 57-63, 65-71 on plates 75-76, of fragments I, 2,4-6, 
8-14,16,18-43,46,48,5°,51,54,56-62,64-7°,72-75, 77-79,81-92 on plates 143 and 
144, of IX, [1]-2?, 27-44, 49-5[6], 59, 60, 65-6[8], [71]-74, and of X, [1]-1, 15*-18*, 
25*, 26*, 31*-34*, 35* (lines 1-13), 36* (lines 1-13), 37*-56*, 61*-68* at the supple­
mental work periods funded by the Smithsonian Institution through the sponsorship 
of the American Research Center in Egypt in 1974-1976. Birger Pearson, Volume 
Editor of Codices IX-X in The Coptic Gnostic Library, has carried through much 
of the work of placing fragments in Codex IX and reconstructing Codex X as well 
as establishing its final pagination. After the last work session of the Technical Sub­
Committee, Charles W. Hedrick, Research Associate of the Institute for Antiquity 
and Christianity, placed 23 further fragments in Codex IX and reassembled much of 
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Codex X. Stephen Emmel, Research Associate of the Institute for Antiquity and 
Christianity, completed the conservation and combed the photographic archives for 
no-longer extant materials. Frederik Wisse has seen the volume through the press 
in Stuttgart. 

10 June 1977 
Institute for Antiquity and Christianity 
Claremont Graduate School 
Claremont, California 917II 

James M. Robinson, Secretary 
International Committee 
for the Nag Hammadi Codices 
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