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whole modalities (jahdt) in propositions to the necessary affirmative, which
is clearly expounded by the commentator.

Commenting on the sophistic syllogism, Ibn Kamminah offers an
alternative classification concerning sophistical refutations (mughalitar) and
then goes on to explain the text. According to the commentator, sophistical
refutations are discussed in conceptions in the section of conceptions, under
the subject of the conditions of definiens (mu‘amf). Also, the discussions
related to sophistical refutations in the assents appear in the special chapter
of mughalitat. This is a new point which has separated the issue of fallacy in
conception from that in the assent.
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Given the existence of numerous manuscripts generally near the time of
the commentator, it is clear that special attention has been drawn to it by
scholars. For example, Shahraztrt in the Rasa’il al-Shajarah al-llahiyyah
and Sharh Hikmat al-Ishraq and Sharh Talwihat (manuscript), Qutb al-Din
Shirazi in his Sharh Hikmat al-Ishrag in many occasions, as well as Mulla
sadra in his glosses to Sharh Hikmat al-Ishraq and in al-Tangih, the section
on conception (tasawwur) and assent (fasdiq), have relied on it.

The logic of Talwihat is divided into six marsad and each marsad in
several ta/wihs. Suhrawardi in the logic of Talwihat is chiefly influenced by
al-Isharat of Tbn Stna and to a certain extent by Ibn Sahlan Saw1.

Ibn Kammiinah’s explanation of conception and assent-who has
considered the assent both as “conception” (tasawwur) and, with respect to a
judgment, an “assent” (fasdiq), has attracted the attention of Qutb al-Din
Shirazi in his commentary on the Hikmat al-Ishraq as well as Mulla sadra in
his treatise, al-Tasawwur wa al-Tasdig. He goes on to clarify this view in
detail.

According to Ibn Kamminah, “knowledge”, that is the source of division
(magsam) of conception and assent, should be qualified by “renewed”
(mutijaddid) in order to exclude the knowledge of God, exalted, and the
knowledge of incorporeal beings, which are invariable and immediate.

The assumption that the reality of subject is the same as that of the
predicate, is rejected, for in this case it entails that a thing be applied to
itself, which is absurd.

In the chapter dealing with “definition”, Ibn Kammunah argues that this
approach of Suhrawardi to definition (hadd) is in the Talwihat, and that in
the Hikmat al-Ishraq he has considered the essential definition, which in the
Peripatetic view is composed of genus and differentia, as impossible.

In declarative composition (tarkib khabari), this topic that the diversity
of hypothetical proposition is by means of the diversity of the consequent
and not the antecedent, and the diversity of the categorical proposition is by
means of the diversity of connective, is among discussions to which special
attention has been drawn by the commentator.

A specific view of Suhrawardi, also examined in the Hikmat al-Ishrdg
(Euvres philosophiques et mystiques, vol. 2, p. 29) is on the reduction of the
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Concerning his religion, from the first and last passages of many of his
works in which he has explicitly pronounced the prophethood of Muhammad
(pbuh), as well as from the passages used to refer to him in the
correspondences between such scholars as Dabiran Katibi, Nasir al-Din Tiist
and Qutb al-Din Shirazi, it is evident that, as a Muslim and a man of
learning, he was particularly revered by his contemporaries and there is a
serious doubt concerning the claim that he was a Jew.

The detailed commentary of Ibn Kamminah on al-Talwihat involves
most of the issues that were common in the philosophical atmosphere of that
time. It is not only useful for advanced study of the Peripatetic philosophy
and understanding the al-Isharat and al-Shifa’ of Ibn Sina, but can also be
read as a propaedeutic to illuminationist philosophy. Sharh Talwihat is
indeed Suhraward1’s scientific last will and testament, so that one should not
study illuminationist philosophy unless he or she is mastered in discursive
philosophy.

Ibn Kammiinah is the first to have written a commentary on al-Talwihat.
Two other commentaries, one by Shahrazuri: al-Tangihat fi Sharh al-
Talwihat and the other by Allamah Hillt: Hall Mushkilat al-Talwihat, were
only written after Ibn Kammiinah. Ibn Kammiinah’s commentary is arranged
as qala-aqil and includes all standard three parts of logic, physics and
metaphysics. Using other Suhrawardi’s works, he has tried admirably to
explicate the latter’s words highlighting some quite invaluable points of
subtleties of the doctrines of this illuminationist philosopher. Sometimes
drawing on his detailed and accurate information, he first gives an outline of
the issues in order to prepare the reader’s mind and then divides the passages
and goes on to clarify them. And sometimes he immediately proceeds to
divide and explain them. Ibn Kammiinah has attempted to illustrate the
personal view of Suhrawardi; and this commentary is definitely an
invaluable source of information about Suhrawardi’s special viewpoints put
together from various places in his works; and where he finds a particular
Suhrawardi’s doctrine at variance with the text of al-Talwihat, ascribes it to
a generally accepted (mashhiir) opinion distinguishing Suhrawardi’s
particular perspective from the generally accepted statement. Sometimes, he
has a critical approach to the text, giving his own opinion, so that in some
rare occasions expressions are explained in the glosses.



Introduction

Al-Talwihat al-Lawhiyyah wa al-‘Arshiyyah (Intimations of the Tablet
and the Throne) is one of the most celebrated works of Shahab al-Din
Yahya’ Suhrawardi (549-587/1154-1191) known as Shykh al-Ishrag (master
of illumination). Despite its brevity, this book consisting of central issues in
threefold sciences of logic, physics, and metaphysics, has highly been valued
by Suhrawardt and he himself has composed al-Mugawamat (apposites), and
al-Talwihat (intimations), to explain complicated topics and complete them.
Although the book is according to conventional Peripatetic method, such as
al-Isharat of Ibn Sina, it is not mere imitation but also includes subtleties of
illuminationist philosophy.

There is no clear information about the life of Ibn Kammiinah, ‘Izz al-Dawlah,
Sa‘d b. Mansir. His date birth is not known. Ibn al-Fuwafi (642-723/1244-1323),
his contemporary and fellow citizen, providing a brief account of his
biography, gives his death the year 683/1284 in Hillah. As he himself
declares, he did not study philosophy with a teacher. He writes at the end of
the al-Lumut al-Juwayniyyah, that he used to study much and write

extensively. In the introduction to al-Kdashif, Ibn Kamminah stipulates that
he had religious responsibility and administrative and worldly occupations.
Given that he has produced a number of works, including a/-Luma and al-kashif

at the request of the political authorities, it shows that he has been particularly
revered by them. He also corresponded with Dabiran Katibi and Khwaja
Nastr al-Din Tist as well as with some others. These correspondents show
that his knowledge was acknowledged by his contemporaries.

Ibn Kammiunah can be considered a follower of Peripatetics. Hence,
relative absence of illuminationist elements is quite obvious in his Sharh
Talwihat.
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