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Preface

After the publication of the first edition of Catalogue of the
Manuscript Collection in the Public Library of the Cultural
Advancement Society of Rasht, for which I am very much indebted to
the scholarly advice of two great cultural figures, Muhammad Taqi
Daneshpazhouh and Iraj Afshar, by the Farhang Iran Zamin
Publications titled Catalogue of Manuscript Collection in the
Libraries of Rasht and Hamadan, the Library of the Cultural
Advancement Society of Rasht- West Library of Akhound Hamadan
School, and a number of personal collections prepared by Muhammad
Raushan, Javad Magsoud, Parviz Azka’i with the financial help of the
National Monuments Association in Murdad 1353 (August 1974), the
Chairman of the Association, late Dr. Seyyed Muhammad Taqi
Mustafavi printed 200 more copies of the Catalogue of Manuscript
Collection in the Public Library of Rasht on my request.

In 1385 (2006), the esteemed managing director of Miras Maktoub
(the Written Heritage) Research Center urged me to publish a new
edition of the Catalogue as they knew I had revised and supplemented
it over the years at the request of the Culture and Arts Academy.

The Cultural Advancement Society of Gilan was established in
1306 (1927) by Muhammad Ali Tarbiyyat, the then head of the
Culture Department, who with the immaculate help of people started
the construction of the library. The Library was finally inaugurated in
1313 (1934) which coincided with the Millennium Anniversary of
Ferdowsi.



In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Oceans of Iranian and Islamic culture lie in manuscript form. These
manuscripts are not only the record of the achievements of our nation's
great scholars, they are also testimonials to our unique national identity. It
is, therefore, the duty of every generation of Iranians to protect and
celebrate this priceless heritage and to spare no effortin restoring these
records on which all studies of Iran's history and culture depend.

Many effortstowards better identification, study, and preservation of
our country's manuscript collections have been launched. In spite of these
efforts,and despite the factthat hundreds of books and treatises that deal
with this important area of learning have been published, much remains
undone. Thousands of books and treatises either linger as unidentified
codices in Iranian and foreign libraries, or await publication. Others,
although previously published, exist in unsatisfactoryeditions and need to
be re-edited according to modern scholarly standards.

It is the duty of Scholars and cultural organizations to undertake the
important tasks of restoring and publishing these manuscripts. The
Written Heritage Publication Center was established in 1995 in order to
achieve this important cultural objective with the purpose of supporting
the effortsof scholars, editors, and publishers who work in this field of
learning. We hope that by suppoting scholarly work in this area, we can
help make an essential collection of scholarly texts and sources available to
the scholarly community that is engaged in the study of Iran's Islamic

culture and civilization.

The Written Heritage Research Centre (Miras-e Maktub)
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