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Note on Transliteration

For the English introduction, the transliteration system of the Journal of Islamic
Studies has been used for Arabic, Persian, and Ottoman respectively with one
minor modification: the initial and final hamzas have been omitted in all cases.
The decision whether to transliterate a book title, personal name, or a tech-
nical term according to Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman scheme has been made
based on the context. For example, al-Fava’id al-diniyyah and not al-Fawda’id
al-diniyya because the content of the book is in Persian. Similarly, Fayz Kashani
and not Fayd al-Kashani because he is from a Persian background.






Editors’ Introduction

The seventeenth century has been characterized by scholars of Ottoman and
Savafid history alike as a period when religious fanaticism rose and eventually
triumphed over the rational sciences and/or Sufism. It has been suggested, for
example, that the study of rational sciences in Ottoman madrasas diminished
significantly in the face of a puritanical movement spearheaded by a preacher
named Mehmed Kazizade (d. 1044/1635) and propagated by his followers in
the first half of the century.! Similarly, it is said that in the second half of the
century, a successful campaign was waged against Sufism and philosophy in
the Safavid realm by scholar/preachers like Muhammad-Tahir Qummi (d.
1100/1689), Muhammad-Baqir Majlis1 (d. 1110/1699), and Mir Muhammad
Lawhi (d. after 1081/1671). Their campaign, which was supported by the last
Safavid king, Shah Sultan Husayn (r. 1105/1694-1135/1722), resulted in the near
total eradication of Sufism? and a precipitous and significant decline in the
study of Islamic philosophy.

As the intellectual history of the early modern era receives more attention,
however, it has become increasingly clear that the picture is more complicated
than these narratives suggest. In a recent monograph devoted to scholarly
currents in the Ottoman Empire and the Maghreb in the seventeenth cen-
tury, Khaled El-Rouayheb challenges the existing scholarly paradigm, arguing
that the evidence for the purported decline in the study of rational sciences
in the seventeenth century Ottoman madrasa system does not withstand
critical scrutiny.® The proponents of Kazizadeli movement, he says, were a
minority group within the Ottoman religious establishment, and their role in
the decline of practices of which they did not approve should not be exag-
gerated. Moreover, EI-Rouayheb provides detailed evidence that the position
of important Kazizadeli figures, including Mehmed Birgevi (d. 981/1573), who
has been considered the intellectual forefather of the movement, was more
nuanced than previously allowed and did not entail wholesale abandonment
of the rational sciences.* Based on the existing bio-bibliographic evidence,
El-Rouayheb concludes that, “the study of philosophy and the rational sci-

1 See El-Rouayheb, Islamic Intellectual History, 13 (footnote 1).

2 For the latest example of such a claim see Matthee, Crisis in Persia, 202. Interestingly, Matthee
acknowledges how little evidence exists in support of this huge claim.

3 El-Rouayheb, Islamic Intellectual History, 13-20.

4 Ibid., 17118.



2 EDITORS’ INTRODUCTION

ences continued unabated in Ottoman scholarly circles throughout the seven-
teenth century.”®

Similarly, recent studies have revealed that while the organized networks
of major Sufi orders were indeed significantly weakened by the end of Safavid
rule, the extent to which this was caused by active persecution of Sufis has
been exaggerated.® I have argued somewhere else, for example, that the decline
of organized Sufi networks is better attributed to an epistemic shift that took
place in the hearts and minds of the Safavid populous as it went through the
protracted socio-political process of conversion to Twelver Shi‘ism. This pro-
cess did not result in a wholesale rejection of Sufism as an undesirable ves-
tige of Iran’s Sunni past. Instead, important aspects of the social functions
and intellectual components of Sufism were adopted by Twelver religious
scholars.” Popular scholars like Shaykh Baha’1 (d. 1030/1621) and the Majlisis,
both father and son, were often treated by the public much as Sufi pirs were
treated by their followers.® Other mystically-minded religious scholars, includ-
ing Mulla Sadra (1045/1635) and Fayz Kashani (1090/1680), incorporated
fundamental elements of the Sufi worldview into Savafid Shi‘i thought. This
synthesis was so successful that even the most controversial of Sufi doctrines,
the unity of existence (wahdat al-wujid), was discussed and debated in Qajar
madrasas through the teaching of, and commentary on, Mulla Sadra and Ibn
‘Arabi. Therefore, although it is fair to say that the traditional social structure
of Sufism was marginalized over the course of the seventeenth century, this
period was one of success for the Sufi worldview, which had significant impact
on—and was incorporated into— Safavid Shi‘i piety.

The decline narrative has also been popular when it comes to Islamic phi-
losophy in the Safavid period. The standard conception is that the study and
practice of philosophy experienced a renaissance in the early part of the sev-
enteenth century with the emergence of the so-called School of Isfahan, which
was led by towering figures like Mir Damad (d. 1040/1631-2), Mir Findiriski (d.
1050/1640), and Mulla Sadra.® This renaissance did not last long, however, and

5 Ibid., 26.

6 For a fascinating study of the Nagshbandiyyah Sufi order from this perspective, see Le Gall,
A Culture of Sufism, chapter 1. For a similar analysis focused on the Safavid realm, and espe-
cially the Narbakhshiyyah and Dhahabiyyah Sufi orders, see Anzali, “Mysticism” in Iran.
Ja‘fariyan also offers an insightful analysis focusing on the ‘ulama and their positions vis-a-
vis Sufism. See Ja‘fariyan, Safaviyyah.

7 See Anzali, “Mysticism” in Iran, 24-29 and 69-116. Also see Arjomand, The Shadow of God,
chapters 5 and 6.

8 See Babayan, Mystics, 465.

9 For more, see Rizvi, “Isfahan School of Philosophy”
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the study of philosophy plummeted in the face of mounting criticism from
puritanical and fanatic mullas, led by hard-liners like Majlisi Jr. and Qummi,
who had unrivaled access to and influence in the Safavid court during the last
half century of the dynasty’s rule. In the coming pages I will argue that the
bio-bibliographical and other primary sources do not support the latter part
of this narrative and that the study of philosophy and other rational sciences
continued to flourish in the final decades of Safavid rule, experiencing only a
slight decline despite growing opposition.

Philosophy and Philosophers: Hapless Victims or Elite Contenders?

When Qummi took it upon himself to write Hikmat al-‘arifin sometime dur-
ing Shah ‘Abbas II's reign (r. 1052/1642-1077/1666), the anti-Sufi campaign of
the second half of the seventeenth century was gaining momentum. Popular
preachers like Mir Lawhi had already begun to denounce Sufis from the pul-
pit as “Sunni heretics,” and Qummi had involved himself in a heated debate
about the vices of Sufism with Majlisi Sr. (d. 1070/1659), one of the most promi-
nent religious scholars of the time. Sufis still had the upper hand, however,
thanks to their rooted social networks, public support, and the sympathy of
the Safavid king. As a result, both Qummi and Mir Lawhi had to be cautious
in their criticism, at times publishing under pseudonyms or keeping silent for
fear of their lives.1® Hikmat al-‘Grifin was the first full monograph of the Safavid
era dedicated to a critique of philosophy, but Qummi had long had his eye on
this “heretical” discipline. This is evidenced by his earlier work, namely a short
treatise titled Bahjat al-darayn, which he completed in 1055/1645, just a few
years after he moved to Qom." Based on the chronology of his works, it appears
that he started to publicize his views against philosophy much later than his
critiques of Sufism. Only during the reign of Shah Sulayman (r. 1666/1077-
1105/1694), who appointed Qummi as the judge and Friday prayer leader of
Qom, did Qummi feel secure enough to openly write anti-philosophy works in
Persian to reach a broader audience. His efforts in writing works like al-Fava’id
al-diniyyah and the concluding section of Tuhfat al-akhyar were successful in
that they led to an increase in volume and number of anti-philosophy voices in
the final decades of Safavid rule. A superficial understanding of this dynamic,

10 The most obvious example being Hadigat al-Shiah, one of the earliest anti-Sufi works of
the time written by the anonymous “pseudo-Ardabili” For a discussion of its authorship
see Newman, “Sufism and anti-Sufism.” For an interesting, first-hand account of the pres-
sures that anti-Sufi voices encountered, see Lawhi, “Salvat al-Shi‘ah,” 354.

11 See Qummi, Bahjat al-darayn.
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however, has led some contemporary scholars to espouse an uninformed and
romantic view regarding the persecution of philosophers during the Safavid
period—one that casts philosophers as noble guardians of rationalism and
reason who, alongside peace-loving and tolerant Sufis, were threatened by big-
oted literalists and exotericists. A detailed and passionate articulation this per-
spective is found in a chapter by Hamid Dabashi on philosophy in Safavid Iran
in Seyyed Hossein Nasr's edited volume, A History of Islamic Philosophy.? In
a tone that betrays his disdain for the opposing camp, Dabashi writes: “Those
who engaged in philosophical matters did so at some peril to their personal
safety and social standing,” and thus, “the fate of philosophy was left in the
hands of whimsical monarchs who for a number of practical and symbolic self-
interests, such as their need for a court physician and court astronomer, would
inadvertently provide for the possibilities of philosophical pursuit” which “has
never had any institutional foundations except at the clandestine peripheries
of the madrasa system, in the libraries of wealthy individuals, and ultimately in
the whimsical vicissitudes of the court.”*® Dabashi dramatizes the situation by
suggesting that the pursuit of philosophy had “always” been a “precarious act,”
not only during the Safavid period, but “during the course of Islamic intellec-
tual history.” He immediately re-focuses on the Safavid period, however, stating
that “financial support for students of philosophy was virtually non-existent,”
and that “the madrasa system and its total reliance on religious endowments
prohibited any financial support for students who were attracted primarily to
philosophy.”14

Dabashi offers scant historical evidence to support such sweeping claims
of philosophers falling victim to bigotry and narrow-mindedness. He cites the
example of Mulla Sadra’s retreat from Shiraz to Kahak, a village near Qom, and
he mentions Shah Sultan Husayn’s expulsion of another philosopher, Mulla
Sadiq Ardistani (d. 1134/1721), in the final decade of Safavid rule.'® In addition,
Dabashi references reports that “on the front doors of some schools in Isfahan
the patrons had specifically prohibited the teaching of philosophy.”*¢ But if
the late Safavid environment was so hostile to the pursuit of philosophy, how
did it nurture one of the most innovative periods of philosophical thinking in

12 Dabashi, “Mir Damad.”

13 Ibid, 598-99.

14  Ibid,, 600.

15  This story has been used by many as standard evidence for the precarious position of the
study of philosophy during the late Safavid period. See, for example, Zarrinkab, Dunbalah,
261, and Nasr, Islamic philosophy, 237.

16  Dabashi, “Mir Damad,” 599-600.
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Muslim lands, a period that Seyyed Hossein Nasr calls “one of the apogees of
Muslim history?”17

Dabashi gives the Safavids no credit for this intellectual renaissance, saying,
“If we witness the rise of a particular philosophical disposition, recently iden-
tified as the ‘School of Isfahan’ during the Safavid period, this phenomenon
must be attributed more to the diligent and relentless philosophical engage-
ments of a limited number of individuals rather than considered the prod-
uct of favorable and conducive social circumstances.”'® It is difficult to know
what to make of this statement given that one page earlier he emphasizes that
“The flourishing of Mir Damad and the establishment of the ‘School of Isfahan’
would hardly have been possible without these necessary political and social
developments” (that is, the advent of the Safavids and the establishment of
Isfahan as their capital and the new center of the Twelver Shi‘1 world).1®

Dabashi’s fervent enthusiasm for the victimized philosophers betrays his
status as advocate-turned-historian, but he is not alone in his mischaracter-
ization of this period. Some version of this romantic narrative of philoso-
phy as victim, or philosophy as dangerous business, exists in many scholarly
works that deal with the intellectual and cultural life of the Safavid period. For
example, in his influential and otherwise phenomenal study, Arjomand writes,
“the gnostic Shi‘ism of the philosophers of the school of Isfahan, severely
debilitated by Majlisi, was forced after his death to subsist outside the Shi‘ite
hierocracy, and was thus perhaps doomed to virtual extinction.”?° Similarly,
Meisami, in her study of the life of Mulla Sadra, claims that “[T]he extreme
hostility towards both rationalism and mysticism in the late Safavid period cre-
ated an intellectually suppressed atmosphere for philosophy in general and
mystical philosophy in particular. The attempts of a few remaining followers of
Mulla Sadra to keep transcendental philosophy alive were at the cost of seri-
ous accusations and tragic consequences. Giving full power to Muhammad
Bagqir Majlisi (d. 1110/1698), known for his religious and sectarian intolerance,
Shah Sultan Husayn made any intellectual activity of ‘unorthodox’ nature
impossible.”?! It appears to me that the aura of credibility that this view enjoys,

17  Nasr, “The School of Ispahan,” go4.

18  Dabashi, “Mir Damad,” 598.

19 Ibid, 597.

20  Arjomand, The Shadow of God, 158-59.

21 Meisami, Mulla Sadra, 117. A negative picture of Majlisi Jr. as a bigoted and fanatical
member of the clergy has dominated Western scholarship since E.G. Browne's ground-
breaking study. For a brief and refreshingly personal account of this bias against him see
Newman, Safavid Iran, ix. This inaccurate image has been perpetuated by scholars as dif-
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despite the dearth of historical evidence, is mainly due to paradigm-defining
narratives developed earlier in the twentieth century by prominent scholars
like Zarrinkab and Nasr as well as to the general tendency of the modern lib-
eral reader to succumb to a romantic view in which “conservative” religious
scholars are generally seen in a negative light as “fanatics” vis-a-vis the “open-
minded” advocates of “rationalist” and “mystical” readings of religion.??

A critical examination of the few pieces of evidence put forward to substan-
tiate this view reveals its precarious foundation. The reason for Mulla Sadra’s
retreat to Kahak remains highly debatable, as Rizvi points out, and it is not at
all obvious that the so-called “nomocentric” jurists were behind it.23 Dabashi
also fails to mention that sometime later, Imam-Quli Khan, who became gov-
ernor of Shiraz in 1021/1612, built the magnificent Madrasa Khan (completed
1024/1615) and invited Mulla Sadra to return and teach philosophy there.2
The latter accepted the invitation and began to teach there around 1040/1630,
more than a decade after he had left that city for Kahak. The madrasa became
so famous that the European traveler Herbert Thomas wrote, “indeed, Shiraz
has a college wherein is read philosophy; astrology, physic, chemistry, and the
mathematics; so as it’s the more famoused through Persia.”?> As for the oft-
cited expulsion of the philosopher Mulla Sadiq Ardistani and a number of his
students, including Hazin, from Isfahan, Jafariyan has pointed out 26 that the
story only appears in one late source (early thirteenth/nineteenth century)

ferent as Arjomand and Lewisohn (See Arjomand, The Shadow of God, and Lewisohn,
“An Introduction”). Because of its widespread propagation, grossly underdocumented
statements like the one above are accepted without much critical perspective. A similar
phenomenon has led to claims that Majlis1 was responsible for “wiping out much of orga-
nized Iranian Sufism” (Van den Bos, Mystic Regimes, 51). Fortunately, several historians
of the Safavid era have pushed for a more balanced and informed analysis of Majlisr’s
role. See, for example, Sifatgul, Sakhtar, 217-223; Newman, Safavid Iran, 96-100; Jurdi,
Converting Persia, 126-29 and Matthee, “From the battlefield to the Harem,” 9g7-120. The
stereotype nonetheless remains resilient.

22 See, for example, Zarrinkab, Dunbalah, 261-66, as well as Nasr, Expectation of the
Millennium, 165. While the narratives these two develop are more nuanced than the
romantic view elaborated above, it does lend itself to a reading in which philosophy is a
hapless victim of fanaticism.

23 Rizvi, “Mulla Sadra Shirazi”

24  Rizvi even claims that the vagf-namah of the madrasa required the teaching of philoso-
phy. I was unable to find such a requirement in the document, however.

25  Nasr, “Spiritual Movements,” 679.

26  Jafariyan, Safaviyyah, 2:587.
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and is not corroborated by the earlier sources available to us.2? In fact, contem-
porary sources paint a different picture. Hazin’s autobiography, for example,
does not mention him facing any difficulties in his extensive and enthusiastic
pursuit of philosophy in Isfahan and Shiraz. 28

The fact is that philosophers remained highly influential in the court well
into the early decades of the eighteenth century, preserving their high social
status despite the increasingly hostile rhetoric against philosophy. This is not
surprising, because mainstream philosophical discourse was deeply embed-
ded in both the Shi1 and Sunni intellectual traditions. Textbooks of rational
theology, or kalam, regularly included extensive chapters on metaphysics with
arguments and counter-arguments that were almost indistinguishable from
the ones offered in the tradition of Islamic philosophy. This was the case in
works like al-Mawagqif by ‘Adud al-Din Iji (d. 756/1356), Magasid al-talibin by
Sa‘d al-Din Taftazani (d. 792/1390), and Nasir al-Din Tast's Tajrid al-i‘itigad,

27 Qazvini, Fava’id al-safaviyyah, 78—79. Reliability issues aside, the original source contain-
ing the tale so often referenced by opponents of Majlisi Jr. tells the story of Ardistant’s
expulsion explicitly in the context of Majlisi Jr’s efforts against the Sufis, among whom
Ardistani and others supposedly exiled from Isfahan are surprisingly included. There is
no mention that philosophy had anything to do with his expulsion; in fact, philosophy
is not mentioned at all. ArdistanT’s association with organized Sufism is understandable
if we take into account the fact that two of his prominent students, Qutb al-Din Nayrizi
(d. n73/1760) and ‘Abd al-Rahim Damavandi (d. after 1160/1747) were affiliated with the
Dhahabi and Narbakhshi Sufi orders, respectively. Another student, Hazin Lahiji (d.
1180/1766), also had a strong mystical bent. The fact that he was heavily influenced by
Mulla Sadra’s synthesis of speculative mysticism and discursive philosophy was another
important factor distinguishing him from the mainstream philosophers of his time.
This suggests that MajlisT's reported enmity with Ardistany, if true, was rooted mainly in
the latter’s Sufi proclivities rather than in his position as a teacher of philosophy. Even
ArdastanTt’s purportedly anti-Sufi student, Mulla Isma‘il Khaja1 (d. u73/1759), who wrote
a treatise refuting the notion of wahdat al-wujud, is careful to remind his readers at the
end of this treatise that a twelfth group of Sufis, unlike the eleven heretical Sufi denomi-
nations he previously enumerated, are true Shi‘a who avoid antinomian behaviors like
singing, dancing, drinking, and looking at beautiful faces, devoting themselves instead
to a life of asceticism following the model of the imams (Khaja1, Risalah MS.). Khajo'Ts
previous description of the eleven “deviant” groups of Sufis is undoubtedly informed by
Hadiqat al-Shi'ah, but his allowance for an additional group of Sufis in good standing con-
trasts starkly with all other anti-Sufi treatises of the period, which categorically condemn
Sufism in all its forms. This incidence of open-mindedness is likely rooted in Khaja'Ts
familiarity with a Safavid Shi-compliant brand of Sufism espoused by his teacher,
Ardistani, or by the latter’s students.

28  Hazin, Tarikh va safar-namah, 177—78.
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with its numerous commentaries and glosses by theologians like ‘Al Qushji
(d. 879/1479) and philosophers like Jalal al-Din Davani (d. 9o8/1502). These
writings, along with works of Aristotelian logic covered over with glosses and
commentaries, were used extensively and without interruption in both the
madrasas of Safavid Persia and those of the rival Ottoman realm.2? In fact,
the vocabulary of Aristotelian logic had penetrated kalam and (much later)
usul al-figh to such an extent that it was practically impossible for students to
acquire a sound understanding of these Islamic disciplines without having a
solid grounding in logic. Therefore, and unlike the organized Sufism centered
in the khanagah, philosophy was an integral part of the madrasa curriculum, at
least to the extent that it was required to understand theology. This being the
case, prominent teachers of traditional Peripatetic philosophy were among the
most respected figures in the madrasa, and they had a congenial relationship
with the higher echelons of the political order. These teachers constructed
and sustained a powerful philosophical orthodoxy, controlling the relevant
discourse and the prestigious philosophy chairs in the madrasas. Prominent
members of this establishment, for obvious socio-economic and intellectual
reasons, did not welcome innovations of the sort that Mulla Sadra was eager to
introduce into philosophical thinking.

Some concrete examples of the status and influence of philosophers in
the Safavid court might be of help here. We know, for example, that Mulla
Muhammad-Baqir Sabzavari (d. 1090/1679), Isfahan’s shaykh al-islam at the
time, played a prominent role in Shah Sulayman’s accession to the throne.3°
The philosophically-oriented Aqa Husayn Khansari (d. 1099/1688)—a student
of Mir Damad, Majlisi Sr., and Sabzavari—was also among the trusted mem-
bers of the court ‘ulama, and the shah erected a mausoleum for him upon his
death. But perhaps nothing illustrates the strength of philosophical studies
towards the end of the Safavid period more vividly than the testimony of an
Augustinian friar named Antonio, a native of Portugal who converted to Islam
in Isfahan in 1108/1696 and wrote several treatises against Christianity and
Judaism under his new name, ‘Ali-Quli Jadid al-Islam (d. after 1134/1722). His
testimony deserves to be quoted at length:

Too often I found myself in the company of a group of [religious stu-
dents] who, having spent years in the madrasas in pursuit of knowledge,
believed they knew something and numbered themselves amongst the
knowledgeable. Even as a recent convert at the time with no thorough

29  See al-Rouayheb, Islamic Intellectual History, 32.
30  Khatanabadi, Vagayi‘ al-sinin, 529-30.
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knowledge of the hadiths, when I asked them about a tradition that
dealt with the most fundamental matters of religion, they knew nothing
about it, and I was the one who taught them on the matter. They said,
“We study philosophy; we have busied ourselves for years with books
like Sharh al-hidaya, al-Shifa, and al-Isharat, and thus we found no spare
time to study hadith,” an excuse worse than the offense itself! You see, all
these considerable funds are tirelessly collected and spent on madrasas
by pious endowments with the intention of creating ‘ulama and educat-
ing the followers of the first Imam in matters of religion... [and then]
these students end up reading such material... Once I had a conversation
with one of these philosophy-reading mullas and told him that Plato and
Aristotle’s philosophy has nothing to do with religion and religiosity. In
response he told me, “Nowadays the amount of one’s stipend depends on
one’s knowledge of Plato and Aristotle’s philosophy. I and people like me
who come here to study want to make a living as students, because we
are poor. We see that the system of stipends and promotions in Isfahan
revolves around philosophy, and so we spend our time studying Plato and
Aristotle’s philosophy and do not bother with jurisprudence or hadith.”3!

Another interesting piece of evidence comes from Qazvint's Tatmim amal
al-amil. In it, the author tells a story about the most prominent and politically
well-connected jurist of the final decades of Safavid rule, Muhammad-Bagqir
Khatunabadi (d. 1127/1715). Khatunabadi was the first cleric to occupy the posi-
tion of mullabasht, a post created by the last Safavid king, Shah Sultan Husayn,
and the highest religious office in the land.32 The anecdote goes as follows:

I heard my master... Amir Muhammad Salih Husayni [Khatunabadi] say,
“We were studying Sharh al-isharat and its gloss with our great teach-
ers. We were told to study Sharh al-isharat with Amir Muhammad-Bagqir
[Khatunabadi], for it would allow us to get closer to the sultan [because
the teacher was close to him]. So we sat in his class while he boasted
of knowledge he did not possess, and he would narrate something from
‘Allama Khansar1’s gloss and oppose him with absurd criticism. Then,
when we rejected his criticism of Khansari, he would turn to us and say,
“I wanted to say that very thing!”33

31 Jadid al-Islam, Radd-i jama‘at-i sufiyan, 677-678.
32 For more on Khatunabadj, see Ja‘fariyan, “‘Muqaddamah.”
33 Qazvini, Tatmim amal al-amil, 78.
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Khatunabadi is categorized in Tatmim as a jurist. The fact that he took it
upon himself to teach philosophy, even though—as the quote indicates—he
was not an authority on the rational sciences, reveals much about the curricu-
lum of the madrasas and the position of philosophy therein. The author also
relates the story of another Khatunabadi, Haj Isma‘ll, who taught the music
section of Ibn Sina’s classic philosophical work, al-Shifa, in one of the most
important madrasas of Isfahan, Jami‘ Sultani.3+

Moreover, a survey of the biographical contents of Tatmim reveals no mean-
ingful decline in the number of ‘ulama with expertise in rational sciences in
the early decades of the eighteenth century compared to the latter half of the
seventeenth century.3® Tatmim is a perfect bibliographical source for such
a survey, because it was written at 1191/1777 as a supplement to Shaykh Hurr
al-Amili’s (d. 104/1693) Amal al-amil, extending the latter’s coverage of promi-
nent ‘ulama to the twelfth/eighteenth century and adding important figures
from the past that had escaped al-‘Amili’s attention. The author lists one hun-
dred and thirty-seven names, mostly from the twelfth/eighteenth century, and
provides a short biography for each. Among them, seventy-two figures were
active mainly in the last three decades of the Safavid rule and beyond. These
can be divided into two groups: first, the twenty-two who died prior to 1150/1738
(which means a major part of their career as teachers of the Islamic sciences
overlapped with the last three decades of Safavid rule) and, second, the fifty
who died after 1150/1738, and who were probably teaching in their profession
after the fall of Isfahan. The results can be seen in Table. 1.

TABLE 1. Table1

Number of the Number of philoso- percentage
‘ulama with phers or those with
expertise only combined expertise
in transmitted in transmitted and
disciplines rational disciplines
Death before 1150/1738 22 13 59%

34  Ibid, 66.

35  I'have been inspired here by Jafariyan’s analysis of the work. My conclusions are based,
however, on my own reading of the Tatmim. Ja‘fariyan comes to a similar conclusion based
on several observations, including the fact that from among one hundred and seventy-five
book titles mentioned in the work, close to fifty are on philosophy. The number of books
on jurisprudence is only slightly more. See: Ja‘fariyan, Safaviyyah, 2:725-28.
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d. 150/1738 to 1192/1777 50 22 44%

Total 72 35

As the table shows, nearly sixty percent of the ‘ulama featured in Tatmim
who died before 1150 are described either as philosophers (Aukama) or as
proficient in both the rational and transmitted sciences (jami‘ al-ma‘qul wa--
mangul). This is the case for forty-four percent of those who died later. Thus
we see that the number of students occupying themselves with philosophy
declined at the end of the Safavid era, but nonetheless, over the span of this
century, nearly half of the students of religion studied philosophy.

The polemical works of Qummi and others, then, had a certain degree of
success. This is partly reflected in a number of monographs written in Persian
during the reign of Shah Sultan Husayn that opposed the rational-philosoph-
ical method and questioned its legitimacy as a tool for understanding ques-
tions of faith like the principle of tawhid. We know of a number of fascinating,
yet understudied, manuscripts on the topic written by authors otherwise
unknown to us from extant bio-bibliographical compendiums.?¢ The fact
that the authors are not among the well-known religious scholars of the time
could be interpreted as a sign of the relative success of Qummi and his allies in
expanding their message beyond a limited number of elitist ‘ulama.

The partial success of the anti-philosophy discourse in shifting public opin-
ion against philosophy in the last three decades of Safavid rule can be further
assessed by comparing vagf-namahs (certificates of pious endownment) from
the time of ‘Abbas II with those written during the reign of Shah Sultan Husayn,

36  These include Hasan Husaynt's Tawhid-namah and Jala al-qulib as well as Sayyid Husayn
Tafrisht’s Bavariq mushrigah va sava’iq muhrigah. All of these works were written during
Shah Sultan Husayn’s rule. For a brief and useful report on the first two works see Sadra’t
Khuyi, “Tawhid-namah,” 113-122. To these anti-philosophy works we must add Qutb al-Din
Nayrizi's Fasl al-khitab — a significant work that I have analysed at some length elsewhere
(see Anzali, “Mysticism” in Iran, 143-156). Notably, most of the works mentioned above
exempt Mulla Sadra’s philosophical innovations from their critique. In other words, what
seemed to Qummi and the mainstream Peripatetic philosophers as a disturbing inno-
vation was embraced by the Sufis and Sufi-minded ‘ulama as a welcome development.
Furthermore, it is important to note that all of the works mentioned above are written by
authors who were either officially affiliated with organized Sufism (Husayni with the offi-
cial tawhid-khanah of the Safavid order and Nayrizi with the Dhahabi order) or favored
Sufi readings of Islam. This demonstrates that, during the last decades of the Safavid rule,
Sufis still had enough cultural and political capital to engage in such polemical attacks.
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the last Safavid king. No such documents dating to the former period explic-
itly exclude philosophy or Sufism from the curriculum of the madrasa being
endowed, but a number of documents belonging to the latter period explicitly
condemn the so-called illusory sciences.

The vaqf-namah of two of the most important madrasas built during the
reign of ‘Abbas II, namely Jaddah-yi Kachak and Jaddah-yi Buzurg, do not put
any conditions on the type of studies resident students were permitted to
pursue.?” The documents also include the list of books donated to the library,
among which no major work of philosophy or Sufism can be found. Nor do they
include a considerable number of hadith collections. Instead, the overwhelm-
ing majority of the books are related to figh, kalam, and mantig (logic). This
stands in striking contrast to the vagf-namah of the Sultani madrasa, which
was built between 1118/1706 and 1126/1714 and was one of the most splendid
projects of the Safavid era. This document explicitly prohibits resident stu-
dents from discussing books of Sufism and pure philosophy (hikmat-i sirf).33 It
also outlines a requirement that students take at least one class on a Shi‘t book
of hadith, a clear indication that the process of endowment was heavily influ-
enced by the strong hadith-centered movement of the latter part of the Safavid
period that was most notably manifested in the emergence of Akhbarism. In
another case, the vaqf-namah of the Maryam Bigum madrasa, built in 115/1703,
explicitly prohibits students from teaching or learning from “books of illusory
sciences,” i.e., the sciences of shubha (doubt), as hikma and the rational sci-
ences were known. Such books included al-Shifa, al-Isharat, Hikmat al-‘ayn,
Sharh al-hidaya, and the like.3°Additionally, the vagf-namah of a madrasa in
Hamadan built in 1100/1689 by Shaykh ‘Ali Khan Zanganah I‘timad al-Daw-
lah, similarly asserts that “if the teacher and students occupy themselves with
teaching and learning of philosophical sciences (‘ulum-i hikmiyyah) that are

37  Nuzhat, “Chahar vaqf-namah,” 93—1u.

38  See Sipinta, Tarikh-chah, 168; also in Sifatgul, Sakhtar, 336: "> & Iy B EY s Al "
‘P‘Q}L\)‘A‘T‘ﬁ/ﬂ}lﬁM)\Jﬁ)‘c}k:.ﬂQ‘{)PM)W)}C’LM{Q\)}Ww)‘-’»‘))&fw)}
ks S gshe Sy s ooy 525 422 VDT D lain s Sl 40 5 ey o) agde oy
05 SCB1 Al It il onlin ST 2 51 35gmm 5 Coolai ,8 4 420 £y 2 ] A
33 O 3 o o8 LB oL 3l Al Sl e oy Jat a5 Eunlelo )y setn (551 SO

39  Ibid, 338-339.
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contrary to the Shari‘a without refuting it, their stipend should be withheld,
and they must be expelled from the madrasa.”+°

In addition to these explicit exclusions, we should also take into consider-
ation the curious fact that at least two of the vagf-namahs of madrasas estab-
lished during the reign of Shah ‘Abbas IT and Sultan Husayn contain an erasure
exactly where the document clarifies what sciences may be pursued in that
madrasa. One example is the vagf-namah of the Shafi‘iyyah madrasa built in
1067/1657. According to the document, eligibility to receive stipends was con-
tingent upon the condition “that the students pursue [erased text] religious
sciences.”*! A similar phenomenon is observable in the vaqf-namah of the
Imamiyyah madrasa in Isfahan, built in 1129/1717, six years before the fall of
the Safavid capital.#? Although we do not know what words are missing, these
erasures indicate the extreme sensitivity surrounding what was considered a
legitimate pursuit of knowledge and speak to the battle over who got to define
these boundaries. Tampering with a vagf-namah is considered a grievous sin,
but apparently the stakes were high enough in these cases to overrule such
concerns.

The evidence in the vagf-namahs should be taken with a grain of salt. The
documents cannot be taken as representative of widespread or universal prac-
tice, though they may point to an intellectual trajectory. Other vaqf-namahs
available to us from the same period are silent about philosophy and Sufism.
One such example is the vagf-namah of the Sultan Husayniyyah madrasa built
by Aqa Kamal (d. after n133/1720), director (sahib jam’) of the Central Treasury
(khazanah-yi ‘amirah), on which construction began in 1107/1695 and contin-
ued until 133/1720, with an attendant extension of its endowments.#3 This doc-
ument contains no negative mention of philosophy or Sufism. On the contrary,
the brief list of endowed books at the end of this document includes classics in
the study of philosophy like Ibn Sina’s al-Shifa.**

Furthermore, if we move from Isfahan to other major urban centers like
Shiraz, there is no substantial indication that philosophy or Sufism was tar-
geted. Instead, when we assemble the pieces of the historical puzzle, an image

40 Ibid, 331: el 5 o2& Oy Col & a2 {mia,a)lc oslitsl g osblaadb o o) Ka,
Xl g 03505 wlas | Ol iy il el Ol 4 5
41 Ibid.,327:;_.,.lb4;_djj&.,.4._~ﬂa&\.LJ&«;.AM).M%QU”}Q\JSQ{LAQEM:AJ)L”
Tl S A b 5 (658 5 Moy Glital 1 sl S8 5 ansl as e
42 Adib-i Baramand, “Vaqf-namah-yi madrasah-yi imamiyyah-yi Isfahan,” 137-39.
43 See Jafariyan, Safaviyyah, 2:913-947.
44 Ibid, 946-47.
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emerges of an intellectual environment quite welcoming to philosophers
and Sufis. The vagf-namah of the Mugimiyyah madrasa, built in 1059/1649,
states that students should occupy themselves with learning religious sci-
ences (‘ulum-i diniyyah) like figh, hadith, tafsir, usul, and other preliminary sci-
ences like Arabic grammar and literature. The document further states that
students are allowed to extend their area of study to other sciences with the
aim of “sharpening their minds;” an explicit reference to mathematics and
philosophy.> Another vagf-namah from the year 1094/1683 belonging to the
Imamiyyah madrasa of Shiraz requires that the superintendent (mutavalli) find
and appoint a primary teacher for the madrasa competent in both transmit-
ted (nagqli) and rational (‘aqli) sciences.*® Herbert Thomas’ abovementioned
observations on the Khan Madrasa bear repeating. He writes, “philosophy,
astrology, physic, chemistry, and the mathematics [are read]; so as it'’s the more
famoused through Persia."4” The situation does not seem to have changed in
Shiraz in later decades as is evidenced by Hazin Lahiji’s memoirs about his
time in Shiraz, in which he fondly recalls the many teachers of philosophy and
Sufism he met there. These include figures like the mystically-minded Shah
Muhammad Darab1 Shirazi (d. circa 1130/1718), 48 as well as philosophers like
Akhund Mastha Fasavi (d. 127/1715), a student of Aqa Husayn Khansari, the
previously mentioned shaykh al-islam of Isfahan. 4° Hazin’s remarks about
Isfahan’s intellectual environment in the final decades of Safavid rule are col-
orful, and they also remind us to view the success of the anti-philosophy, anti-
Sufi campaign in relative terms. He speaks of his wonderful years in Isfahan
and his erudite teachers, including Mir Sayyid Hasan Taligani who, according
to Hazin, synthesized the vision of philosophy (hikmah) with that of Sufism
and taught not only Ibn ‘Arab1’s Fusus al-hikam but also Suhrawardr's Hayakil
al-nur.5° In Isfahan, Hazin also studied with the famous, mystically-minded
philosopher of the time, Mulla Sadiq Ardistani. As mentioned, his comments
about Isfahan’s intellectual environment are not followed by complaints about

45  Hatami, “Vagf-namah-yi madrasah-yi muqimiyyah-yi Shiraz, 40-50. ;3 deeid Cog- & j/f"
"X e 5 S 7l 5 o O Al Sl agle Koo 03l 4 ilsS 1l it

46 Afshar, “Vagf-namah-yi madrasah-yi imamiyyah-yi Shiraz, 678. ;> & . Ab s dses bU"
oz 4 (B Misasle pale g gians (6550 DVE s Ca dall g s Ul G LIl il o o

" 03 900 3 A (eabate SLi g Ay e

47 Nasr, “Spiritual Movements,” 679.

48 Hazin, Tarikh va safar-namah, 177—78. For more on Darabi, see Anzali, “Mysticism” in Iran,
125-141.

49  Hazin, Tartkh va safar-namah, 169.

50 Ibid., 169-170.
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the opponents of Sufism and philosophy. Nor does he mention his alleged
expulsion from Isfahan, along with Ardistani, at the order of the Shah. Rather,
what can be gleaned from his memoirs is (1) that the study of hadith had
become a normal occupation not only for students of hadith but also for those
in philosophically- and mystically minded circles of learning, and (2) despite
growing opposition, philosophy continued to be pursued by students without
significant difficulty. This conclusion stands in marked contrast to the above
statements that present the study of philosophy in the late Safavid period as a
dangerous enterprise undertaken at risk to one’s life.

Only after the fall of Isfahan did many of society’s elite figures, includ-
ing Hazin himself, flee the city they adored. It was this dispersion of human
resources, along with an attendant lack of financial resources, which most
gravely damaged the enterprise of teaching and learning philosophy and
mysticism.5* With this as our backdrop, we turn to Hikmat al-Grifin and its
author, offering an analysis of their significance in the intellectual history of
the Safavid period.

Muhammad-Tahir Qummi>2

Muhammad-Tahir b. Muhammad-Husayn Shirazi Najafi Qummi was born
in the late sixteenth century® to an ordinary family in the province of Fars.5*
His birthplace was most likely the small town of Bavanat,5° located halfway
between Shiraz and Yazd. He may have spent early years in Shiraz, but for
unknown reasons his father moved the family to the shrine city of Najaf in
modern-day Iraq, where he grew to adulthood. Information about Qumm’s

51 Corbin’s appraisal of the situation seems relatively accurate in this regard. See Corbin,
History of Islamic Philosophy, 348—49.

52  Asa prominent scholar, most biographical compendiums of later centuries have a dedi-
cated entry on Qummi. See al-‘Amili, Amal al-amil, 2: 277; Afandi, Taliga, 275; Idem., Riyad
al-‘ulama, 5: 111; Zanuazi, Riyad al-janna, 4:456-7; Ardabili, Jami® al-ruwat, 2: 133; Kashmiri,
Nujum al-sama, 64; Mudarris, Rayhanat al-adab, 4:489-90; Amin, Ayan al-Shi‘a, 9:375;
Tihrani, al-Dharta, 6:257; Idem., Tabaqgat a‘lam al-Shi'a, 8: 302-303.

53  According to Khansari, he was one hundred years old when he died at 1100/1689. We can-
not be sure whether to take his words literally or view the number as a figure of speech
meant to convey longevity, but the latter seems more plausible. In that case, it seems
reasonable to assume that Qummi was born around 1600.

54  Tunikabuni claims that his father was a bread-maker (nanava). See Tabib Tunikabuni,
Futuh MS, 24

55  Nasrabadi, Tadhkirah, 1:237. Tunikabuni locates Qummi’s birthplace as Firaz-abad of Fars
(See Tabib Tunikabani, Futuh MS, 14a).
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life in Najaf is hard to come by, but we know that he attended the seminaries
of that city. We know only two of his teachers by name. Both hailed from Jabal
‘Amil in modern day Lebanon, and we do not know whether he met them in
Najaf or elsewhere.

The first of these two known teachers is Sayyid Nar al-Din ‘Ali al-Amili (d.
1068/1658), a well-known member of the prominent lineage of Twelver scholars
from Jabal ‘Amil.5¢ Sayyid Nar al-Din is said to have taught in the Levant before
moving to Mecca, where he lived for more than two decades until the time of
his death.57 If that is the case, Qummi must have travelled in the pursuit of reli-
gious knowledge.>® Nur al-Din is known as an anti-Akhbari jurist (mujtahid),
and he is the author of al-Shawahid al-makkiyya, a critical commentary on
Mulla Muhammad-Amin Astarabadr’s (d. 1033/1623-24 or 1036/1626-27) famed
al-Fawa’id al-madaniyya. As we will see, in contrast to his teacher, Qummi
was an avowed Akhbari scholar. The second of Qumm1’s known teachers was
Muhammad b. Jabir b. ‘Abbas al-Amili al-Najafi (d. after 1035/1627), another
prominent ‘Amili scholar who resided in Najaf.59

We know little about Qummi'’s time in Najaf, but we know that it came to
an abrupt and undesired end after the fall of Mosul in 1048/1638, when he fled

56  See Qummi, Hujjat al-islam MS, fol. 237b-238a.

57  Known as Nar al-Din al-Thani to differentiate him from his father Sayyid Nar al-Din, who
was himself a student of Zayn al-Din al-Jubba‘ al-Amili (d. 966/1558), otherwise known
as the Second Martyr, he was the half-brother (on his father’s side) of Sayyid Shams
al-Din Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Amili al-Jubba‘ (d. 1009/1600), otherwise known as Sahib
al-Madarik. He was also the half-brother of Jamal-Din Hasan b. Zayn al-Din al-Amili
al-Jubbaf (d. 1011/1602), otherwise known as Sahib al-Ma‘alim, on his mother’s side. For a
biography of the latter two scholars see, al-Amili, al-Durr al-manthir; 2: 662-686. For Nar
al-Din see Hurr al-Amili, Amal al-amil, 1:124-126. Also see, Takmilat amal al-amil, 304-06.
For the full lineage of Qummi’s jjaza from the abovementioned two teachers, see Qummi,
Hujjat al-islam MS, fols. 237b-238b.

58  Qummimentions in passing his travel to Mecca and his debate with a Sunni scholar there
in his Safinat al-najat (See Qummi, Safinat al-najat, 66). In spite of occasional persecu-
tion, a notable number of Twelver scholars resided in Mecca during the Safavid times.
In fact, they may have enjoyed some social prominence there. It is highly possible, then,
that Qummi spent time in Mecca to study with prominent Twelver teachers there (For
more, see Ja'fariyan, Safaviyyah, 2:845-849; Ende, "The Nakhawila," 272-279; and Ja‘fariyan
and Salati, "Tarikh-i tashayyu'," 68-77). Throughout his writings, Qummi demonstrates a
versatility with Sunni sources of hadith, jurisprudence, and theology that is indicative of
exposure and study, something that would easily have been achieved outside the Safavid
realm.

59  Hurr Al-Amili, Ayan al-Shi‘a, 9198, and al-Lujna, Mawsi‘a, 11:252-53.
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to Iran in fear of further Ottoman advance.®® Qummi was a well-educated
young scholar when he arrived in Qom, but it took time for him to establish
connections in Safavid Iran. In Newman'’s words “al-Qummi had appeared on
the scene somewhat suddenly ... with little apparent connection to Iran-based
clerics of the preceding generation.”® Based on existing manuscripts and other
surviving evidence we can deduce that Qummr’s literary activities began in
Qom, and his first treatise is dated 1053/1643. He went on to become a prolific
author, and more than fifty titles are ascribed to him. Many of these are short
treatises written in Farsi and intended to guide the educated public on matters
of creed and orthodoxy, but a number of substantial books are attributed to
him as well. None of these writings can be dated to the Najaf period.5?

Muhammad-Tahir may have been a young man of little reputation or fame
when he settled in Qom, but half a century later, by the final decade of his
life, he had become one of the most well-known religious scholars and pub-
lic figures of his era. He actively sought the favor of Shah ‘Abbas II and Shah
Sulayman, dedicating a number of his works to them.52 His rather quick rise to
prominence is a testament to his talents for navigating the socio-political land-
scape of Safavid Persia, which he did without having the advantage of being
connected to prominent ‘ulama families of the time.

Most of Qummi’s treatises — including many of his criticisms of Sufism and
philosophy - were written during the reign of Shah ‘Abbas II. This was in spite
of the latter’s Sufi proclivities,®+ and in fact it was Shah ‘Abbas Il who appointed
Qummi as a judge and as the Friday prayer leader of Qom. By the time Shah
Sulayman ascended to power, Qummi had accumulated sufficient credentials
and established a good enough relationship with the court to be appointed
to the position of shaykh al-islam, the highest religious office to be had in a
major shrine-city. 8> Qummi appears to have held that position in Qom until
his death on a Thursday night on the 23rd of the month of Dhu al-Qa‘da of the

60  See Tihrani, Tabagat, 8:303.

61 Newman, “Sufism and anti-Sufism,” 9g.

62 For a fairly comprehensive list of available works attributed to Qummi, see Tarumi and
Dargahi, “Pishguftar”

63  Qummi’s Tuhfah-yi ‘abbasi is dedicated to the former and his jami‘ safavi and ‘Atiyyah-yi
rabbani va tuhfah-yi sulaymani to the latter.

64  This claim is based on my examination of the available manuscripts of more than 21 titles
written by Qummi. Based on the dating of the manuscripts and the evidence they con-
tain, more than 15 of these can definitively said to have been written before Sulayman’s
ascent to the throne.

65 In his Tadhkirah, Nasrabadi refers to Qummi as the shaykh al-islam of Qom. The for-
mer began working on Tadhkirah from 1083/1672-3, and the work continued until about
1090/1679-80. See Nasrabadi, Tadhkirah, 236-37.
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year 1100 hijr1, which corresponds to September gth, 1689.6¢ He was buried in
the Shaykhan cemetery close to the Shrine of Fatima al-Ma‘siima, where his
grave stone can still be located today.

Given that he was perhaps the most powerful figure in Qom for several
decades, and given his confrontational style of criticizing his opponents, it is
not terribly surprising to see charges of corruption and abuse of power lev-
eled against Qummi in some sources. A detailed and colorful picture of the
rumors circulating about Qummi is preserved in two polemical works written
in response to his critique of Sufism by Muhammad-Mu’min Tabib Tunikabuni
(d. after 1090/1680), a court physician during Shah Sulayman’s reign.6” In both
Tabsirat al-muw’minin and Futih al-mujahidin, Tunikabuni provides a detailed
account of Qummi’s supposed abuses.®8 It is impossible to determine whether
these allegations are true, but given their scope, it is clear that Qummi was
considered a person of tremendous influence, at least in Qom.®°

This powerful position clearly reflects Qummi’s favor in the eyes of Shah
Sulayman, but his relationship with the monarch was not uniformly positive.
Once, we are told, Qumm’s blunt criticism of wine-drinking in the court —
Shah Sulayman was known for excessive drinking - got him into trouble with
the king, nearly costing him his life.”” Nonetheless, Qummi not only managed

66 Aqa Buzurg has recorded Qummr’s death date as 1098/1678 (Tihrani, al-Dharia, 10:207).
All later sources have followed suit. This is clearly a mistake, as Muhammad-‘Ali Rawzat
has recently noted (See his short online piece currently available on the Majlis website at
http://www.ical.ir/). The exact date, mentioned above, is recorded in Khansari, Vagay:‘
al-sinin, 546.

67  Heis the author of the famous medical treatise Tuhfat al-mw’minin.

68  Tabib Tunikabuni, Tabsirat al-muwminin MS., fols. 58a-65b. The work was written in
1086/1675 as a critique of Qummi’s Tuhfat al-akhyar. The latter, lacking neither talent in
polemics nor the media reach needed to spread his opinion, responded harshly with ad
hominem attacks on Tunikabuni. This response has not survived, but we know that the
work was titled Burhan-i gati‘ (See idem., Futuh MS, 66a. Tunikabuni accuses Qummi of
writing the work and ascribing it to a student of him because he shied away from directly
confronting him as a sayyid. We have no way of verifying his claim but we know of other
instances were anti-Sufi works have been written by anonymous authors and ascribed
to others). In turn, Tunikabuni wrote a separate response with the same title written
between the years 1089-90/1679-80, in which he expands on his initial allegations against
Qummi (See idem, Futiuh MS, 2b and 5b). Similar accusations are included in other
sources. See, for example, Razavi Kashani, “Risalah,” 589-590. For a useful summary of the
nature of accusations leveled against Qummi in these works See Ghereghlou, “Bardasht-
ha-yi safiyan,” 120-136.

69  See also Khansari, Rawdat, 4144.

7o Khansari, Rawdat, 4:142-3.
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to retain his position, but also made a name for himself as an outspoken critic
of Sufism, and later, philosophy. His increasing power and influence and his
strong stance against Sufism, which was still a formidable social and intel-
lectual force, made him many enemies along the way. Animosity toward him
extended beyond proponents of Sufism and philosophy, due in no small part to
the brutality of his criticism and his liberal use of takfir as a weapon not only
against Sufis and philosophers but also against members of the ‘ulama whose
intellectual outlooks diverged only marginally from his own.”* For example,
Qummi attacked Mulla Khalil Qazvini (d. 1089/1679), an ally in the anti-
Sufi campaign, due to latter’s belief that Friday prayers were not obligatory.
According to Khansari, he even called Qazvini an infidel because of this posi-
tion.”? The following anecdote, transmitted by Khansari, provides a sense of
how strong a reaction Qummi provoked even among like-minded colleagues:

[D]uring one of Mawlana Khalil's gatherings, the hadith regarding the
naming of the holy town of Qom was mentioned. [The hadith says] that
during his night journey, the Messenger of God (PBUH) saw groups of
people amassed at that location. Among them was a man at the pulpit
who wore a red hood and sought to deceive them. [The Prophet] asked
Gabriel the meaning of what he saw. He said, “This is a place settled by
your followers (shia) and those who love your descendants. The man
standing among them is a cursed devil who wishes to lead them astray
from the path.” As a result, the expression on the face of the Messenger of
God changed, and he said to [that devil], “Depart (qum), you cursed one!”
This is why that holy place is called Qom. When the conversation reached
this point, Mawla Khalil said “That devil whom the Messenger of God
(PBUH) saw is presently in the pulpit of that holy place, blocking people’s
way on the path. In saying this, he was alluding to Mawla Muhammad-
Tahir [Qummi]. Some of the people who were present asked him, “If, as
you say, this man is misguided and leading people astray, why don’t you
do something to oust him from this high position and to deter people
from following him?” In response he said, “How could he be dissuaded
by what I say when he was not dissuaded by what the Messenger of God
(PBUH) said and did not come down from the pulpit at his command?!” 73

71 For some instances of the charges of infidelity (takfir) and heresy (zandaqa) leveled
by Qummi against various people in Hikmat al-‘rifin alone, see 79 (against Lahiji), 127
(against Mir Damad), 319 and 322ff (against Ibn ‘Arabi), and 330 (against Qaysar). All
page numbers refer to the Hindi numerals of the present edition.

72 See Khansari, Rawdat, 4:140-41.

73 Khansar, Rawdat, 4:144.
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This anecdote appears to have been in circulation from much earlier times.
It can even be traced back to Qummi and QazvinT’s lifetime,”* strengthening
the likelihood that it contains a kernel of truth. Furthermore, we know that
Qummi wrote a refutation of Qazvin's treatise on Friday prayers. Titled jaa
al-haqq and written in 1076/1665, the treatise begins with Qummi’s claim that
he was prompted to write this refutation due to accusations of kufr leveled by
Qazvini against people who deemed Friday prayers permissible.”

Khansari also transmits an elaborate anecdote about the highly strained
relationship between Qummi and Fayz Kashani (d. 1090/1680). The story
relates that Shah Sulayman had decided to kill Qummi for his public criti-
cism of wine-drinking at the court. After a successful intervention by some
of Qumm’s allies in the capital, the shah changed his mind and ordered that
Qummi be summoned to Isfahan to be personally reprimanded by the Shah.
On his way to Isfahan, we are told, Qummi stopped briefly in Kashan, where he
was greeted by prominent religious scholars of the town, among them ‘Alam
al-Huda. When Qummi recognizes Fayz’s son,

[H]e asked someone in his presence, “Hasn't this Zoroastrian (majiisi)
Shaykh died?” By that he meant the abovementioned’s [‘Alam al-huda’s]
father. This was due to what he [Qummi] believed about the corruption
of his [Fayz's] belief in God’s unification (tawhid). When Fayz heard of
this, he came to pay him a visit, but he [Qummi] did not let him in, so
he said, “Oh, our master, I will present to you my beliefs from behind
the door. If what I say corresponds to what you have heard [then I will
leave]; otherwise let me in.” After he presented his beliefs to him and he
[Qummi] realized their soundness and that he had been misled about
his [Fayz's] position, he allowed him to enter, the two greeted, and he
[Qummi] apologized. Whatever reservations were in their hearts [against
each other] were removed.”®

This late hagiographical account should be taken with a grain of salt, espe-
cially because Rawdat and other late hagiographies of the ‘ulama written in

74 See Tabib Tunikabuni, Tabsirat al-mwminin MS, fol. 61b-62a. In his other work, Futih
al-mujahidin, Tunikabuni claims that Qazvini used to call Qqummi by the pejorative nick-
name “the third of the Three” or thalith-i thalathah, which is a designation sometimes
used in Shi‘i sources to refer to the third Caliph, Uthman b. ‘Affan (Tabib Tunikabuni,
Futih MS, 38b).

75  Qummy, Ja'a al-hagg MS, fol. 92b.

76 Khansari, Rawdat, 4:142.
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Qajar period betray a clear effort to present the ‘ulama as an undivided front
dedicated to the defense and explication of the faith. By the time such hagi-
ographies were written, both Fayz and Qummi had been canonized as rep-
resentatives of true Shi‘ism and prominent members of the ‘ulama, and any
indication of substantial and irreconcilable differences appears to have been
problematic for hagiographers. Such sources deny, for example, that Fayz had
any association with organized Sufism and/or explain away his mystical pro-
clivities and beliefs influenced by the school of Ibn ‘Arabi through his mentor,
Mulla Sadra.””

While we can be reasonably sure that the happy ending to the above story is
a pious fiction, earlier sources confirm how strongly Qummi felt about Fayz’s
“unorthodox” positions on matters of belief. Again, Tabib Tunikabuni informs
us in his Futih al-mujahidin that Qummi was of the opinion that all the pages
of Fayz’s al-Wafi should be washed clean — a not so subtle way of implying that
it was among books deemed to be heretical (kutub-i zallah).”® This anecdote
comes from a source biased against Qummi, but it is likely true. Qummi’s posi-
tion as an Akhbari scholar of hadith means that Fayz’s compendium of hadith
would have been of special interest to him. This is evident in the text of Hikmat
al-‘arifin, in which Qummi quotes Fayz’s work, presents strong objections, and
almost always refers to the latter as sahib al-Wafi.7

Qummi was recognized in his lifetime as a prominent scholar of hadith, and
two of the major religious scholars of his time, Muhammad-Baqir Majlis1 (d.
1110/1699) and Hurr al-Amili (d. 1104/1693), list him as an authority in their
jjazahs.8° Additionally, it appears that their pronounced opposition to Sufism

77  The earliest effort of this kind can be seen in Sayyid Muhammad-Shafi b. ‘Ali-Akbar’s
(1280/1836) al-Rawda al-bahiyya fa ijaza al-shafi‘iyya. See Naqibi, Aqwal al-‘ulama, 32. It
is interesting that KhansarT includes another anecdote in which Qummi is said to have
realized his grave mistake in accusing Fayz of kufr, after which he travels barefoot from
Qom to Kashan to apologize for his recklessness (Khansari, Rawdat, 6:76). Although this
anecdote similarly serves to artificially resolve the difference between the two strikingly
different approaches that Fayz and Qummi, it seems to have made its way into Khansart's
hagiography from sources more sympathetic to Fayz and the intellectual tradition he
represents.

78  Tabib Tunikabuni, Futiah MS, fol. 8a.

79 See, for example, pages 102, 105, 114, and 116 - among many other references - in the pres-
ent edition.

80  While this does not mean that the two were students of Qummiy, it does establish his emi-
nence among hadith scholars. For Qummi’s jjazah for Majlisi see Majlisi, Bihar al-anwar,
107:129-131.
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and their focus on the hadith literature were influenced by Qummi. 8* Yet the
most important aspect of Qummi’s influence and legacy was not related to his
training of a large number of students, but to his contributions as a polemi-
cist to the formation of important aspects of “orthodox” Shi‘i piety. In this he
resembled Majlist Jr. The latter was of a more scholarly bent, but both men
dedicated their lives to promoting and defending what they considered to be
the true creed received from the infallible imams. For his part, Qummi seems
to have thrived on attacking heresies and innovations that, from his perspec-
tive, threatened Twelver orthodoxy, while Majlis1 was more inclined toward
describing that orthodoxy, outlining its contours in a series of accessible trea-
tises. Both figures avoided elitism and made a conscious effort to write many of
their works in Persian with the aim of educating the public on matters of creed.
Qummi’s obsession with issues of orthodoxy is clearly reflected in his writings,
which span more than half a century. His major goal was to defend the integ-
rity of Shi‘ism — especially the doctrine of the imamate — against Sunnis argu-
ments and to purify Shi1 thought and practice from the influence of what he
considered to be foreign elements, which included philosophy and Sufism. His
understanding of what constituted true Shi‘ism was informed by his Akhbari
leanings, which led him to believe that hadith literature, especially the Four
Canonical Books, was the only legitimate source of religious knowledge.

A significant portion of QummT’s writings falls under the genre known as
refutation, or radd. These include works that he wrote in refutation of Sufism
and philosophy. The earliest of his writings in this genre is Bahjat al-darayn,
a treatise completed in 1055/1645 on the subject of determinism and destiny
(al-gada wa-l-qadar) and his rejection of various schools of thought, includ-
ing mainstream Peripatetic philosophy.®? A considerable portion of this text

81  Muhammad-Tahir Qummi, Hurr al-Amili, and Muhammad-Bagir Majlisi were among the
most prominent anti-Sufi critics in the land, and by 1098/1687 these three men occupied
the highest clerical positions in three of Iran’s major urban centers, Qom, Mashhad, and
Isfahan respectively (see Sifatgul, Sakhtar, 452). The emergence of this triad of anti-Sufi
shaykh al-islams was an important development in the anti-Sufi campaign of that period.
I have discussed the emergence of this campaign, its important players, and its significant
influence and success in marginalizing institutionalized Sufism extensively elsewhere
(See Anzali, “Mysticism” in Iran, 36-68).

82  See Qummi, Bahjat al-darayn MS, fol. 47a. Another early datable work is Safinat al-najat.
Although Qummi explicitly mentions the year 1053 (1643-44) in the text (See, Qummi,
Safinat al-najat, 48) there is ample evidence throughout that this refers to the completion
date of an earlier version of the text that was later revised and expanded (probably by
Qummi himself). For example, in several instances, Qummi mentions his other works like
Hikmat al-‘arifin (p. 138) and Tuhfah-yi ‘abbast (p. 47) that we know were written much
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is spent explaining and refuting philosophers’ arguments on issues like the
nature of divine attributes, cosmogony, and cosmology in so far as they per-
tain to the question of free will. Notably, Qummi expresses his astonishment
and dismay that a prominent contemporary Shi1 philosopher like Mir Damad
(d. 1040/1631) would follow the “unorthodox” beliefs of earlier figures like Ibn
Sina on the issue of free will. He refrains, however, from attacking Mir Damad
directly.®3

However, it was the controversial treatise known to us as Radd-i sifiyan,
probably written before 1060/1650, that brought him into the spotlight and
earned him fame (or infamy, depending on your position in the debate over
Sufism).8# This work was written when Qummi was still a largely unknown reli-
gious scholar, and it was brought to the attention of Majlisi Sr. (d. 1070/1659)
against Qummi’s intentions.®> The former decided to write a refutation of its
content in the form of a gloss, thus putting Qummi, the younger scholar, in the
position of having to confront one of the most famous and well respected reli-
gious scholars of his time. Majlis1 Sr’s prominence, however, does not appear
to have given the young Qummi pause. He wrote a stinging response to Majlis
in the form of a super gloss, accusing his opponent of being an ignorant popu-
list and friend of Satan, among other niceties. He dispatched the super gloss
to the capital, and this téte-a-téte became one of the best-known and most
frequently cited debates in subsequent decades, when a virulent anti-Sufi
campaign swept the Safavid realm.®¢ In the immediate context, however, as
Newman astutely observes, both Shah ‘Abbas II and the general cultural envi-
ronment were favorable to Sufism, making Qummi “aware that too extreme

later. In fact, this is a pattern that we find in a number of works penned by Qummi where
earlier (and often shorter) versions of a work are later revised, expanded, and published
under the same title (or sometimes as a new work) as mentioned in the case of Tuhfat
al-akhyar.

83 See, for example, Qummi, Bahjat al-darayn MS, fols. gb-10a.

84  For a helpful analysis of the content of this treatise and its indebtedness to Hadigat
al-Shi‘ah see Newman, “Sufism and anti-Sufism.”

85 Lawhi, Kifaya MS, f. 187a.

86  The original treatise, MajlisT’s glosses, and Qumm’s supra-gloss were then combined by
Mir Lawhi in a treatise entitled Tawzih al-mashrabayn va tangih al-madhhabayn, which
contained Lawhi’s own judgments (muhakamat) at the end of each chapter. Later, Mir
Lawhi compiled a shorter version that left out his own analyses. This abridged version
is entitled Mukhtasar al-tawzih or Usul fusul al-tawzth. Only this version of the work
survives (see Lawhi, “Usal fusal al-tawzih,” 605-658). For excerpts from this fascinating
debate in English, see Anzali, “Opposition to Sufism.” For an interesting anecdote that
reveals the depth of animosity between the two, see Khansari, Rawdat, 4:144-45.
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a polemic might endanger both his personal safety and his career prospects,
and he continued to modify both the tone and substance thereof as compared
with those in his earlier Radd.”8” For example, in Radd, Qummi does not seem
to care that the Safavid dynasty was rooted in the Sufi order established by
Safi al-Din Ardabili, but in Tuhfat al-akhyar, the final version of which was
completed around 1075, he is careful to pay lip service to the Safavid claims
to legitimacy by affirming Safi al-Din, while claiming that the legendary fig-
ure was neither a Sufi nor a Sunni. Rather, says Qummi, Safi al-Din was a true
Shi‘i gnostic (‘arif) who was opposed to the path of Hallaj and Bayazid, but
who practiced dissimulation (tagéiyyah) due to the Sunni milieu in which he
lived. Qummi then immediately expresses gratitude to Shah ‘Abbas II and his
forefathers for establishing and promoting Twelver Shi‘ism in Iran.88 Although
Tuhfat al-akhyar was the last of QummI’s monographs to be wholly dedicated
to the repudiation of Sufism, its contents were reproduced with minor changes
by other likeminded writers and published under different names.?° The anti-
Sufi campaign gained more social traction during the reign of Shah ‘Abbas IIs
successor, Shah Sulayman, who did not share his father’s Sufi proclivities. With

87  Newman, “Sufism and anti-Sufism,” 102.

88  Qummi, Tuhfat al-akhyar, 29-30. Tuhfat al-akhyar was written in Persian for a general
audience as a commentary on an ode entitled Miinis al-abrar, which Qummi compiled
in praise of the Infallibles. Although the final version of the text seems to have been com-
pleted in 1075/1664 and dedicated to Shah ‘Abbas II, my examination of a number of man-
uscripts of Tuhfat al-akhyar leads me to believe that this date refers only to the latest and
most expanded version of this work. Earlier (and much shorter) versions seem to have
been in circulation well before 1075. The earliest extant manuscript of Tuhfat al-akhyar,
held at the Mar‘ashi Library is dated 1066/1656. Not only does it fail to include the anti-
philosophy section at all, but it also has a much shorter anti-Sufi section. In other words,
the manuscript begins with a shorter version of Qummi’s standard anti-Sufi polemics
(fols. 24-46), and soon after the subject turns to the praise and eulogy of the infallible
imams (fol. 47ff), which happens to be the main subject of both Munis al-abrar and its
commentary. Notably, the manuscript also lacks the section where Qummi absolves
Shaykh Safi of charges of Sufism and Sunnism.

89  For example, Nasihat al-kiram va fazithat al-liam, alternatively known as Hidayat al-‘avam
wa fazithat al-liam, a fascinating treatise written between 1075/1664 and 1078/1667 by
Muhammad b. Nizam al-Din ‘Isam (d. after 1670) is a reproduction of Qumm’s Tuhfat
al-akhyar to which ‘Isam added a lengthy and important epilogue containing critical
information about the anti-Sufi campaign, an overview of the debate on Sufism and
philosophy, and extensive quotes from polemical works against Sufis and philosophers
that have not survived elsewhere. As far as I know, only two manuscripts of this work are
extant, one in the Majlis Library (MS. #10369) and the other in the Central Public Library
of Tabriz (MS. #3088). For more on this work see: Anzali, “Mysticism” in Iran, 52-58.
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the help of popular preachers like Mir Lawhi and other like-minded religious
scholars, Qummi spearheaded this campaign, which raged in major cities like
Qom, Mashhad, and Isfahan, where other anti-philosophy works continued to
be written.?°

In later years, Qummi focused his attention on attacking philosophers. A
final chapter of his widely-read anti-Sufi work Tuhfat al-akhyar is devoted to
criticism of philosophers, which was, most likely, the last of his many revisions
to the book. Hikmat al-‘arifin, the subject of the present volume, is his most
extensive critique of philosophy written in Arabic. During Shah Sulayman’s
reign, Qummi also wrote al-Fava’id al-diniyyah, a Persian treatise against phi-
losophy in a question and answer format obviously intended for a broader
audience.®?

Qummi’s refutations were not confined to philosophy and Sufism. As an
influential Akhbari jurist, he contributed to the hotly-debated question of
Friday prayers, writing rebuttals in response to two of his colleagues who
did not believe attending Friday prayers was obligatory during the twelfth
Imam’s occultation. One of these treatises was written against the teachings of
Mulla Hasan-‘Al1 Shiaishtarl (d. 1075/1664) in 1068/1658, and the other, as men-
tioned above, was written against those of Mulla Khalil Qazvini completed in
1076/1665.92

As a Twelver theologian, Qummi considered explaining and defending
the basics of Shi‘i creeds and rituals, including the important doctrine of the
imamate, to be among his most urgent tasks. His Jami* safavi, for example, is
a short catechism-style treatise written in an accessible language explaining
Shii basics like the imamate (Qummi enumerates ten reasons for the neces-
sity of the existence of infallible imams).?® His most detailed and technical
defense of the doctrine of the imamate appears in al-Arba‘in, an Arabic work

90 For more on the anti-Sufi writings of this period, see Anzali, “Mysticism” in Iran, 36-51. For
an overview of the substance of Qummi’s charges against Sufism, see Rizvi, “The takfir of
the philosophers,” 254-57.

91 While we have no concrete date for al-Fava’id, internal evidence indicates that the content
was written between 1077/1666 (the beginning of Shah Sulayman’s rule) and 1090/1680
(before the death of Fayz Kashani).

92  For an extensive discussion of this contentious issue during Safavid times and a helpful
comprehensive bibliography of the works written in this genre, see Ja‘fariyan, Davazdah
risalah, 11-103. One of Qummi’s treatises is published in this collection. See ibid., 619-679.
For a brief biography of Shashtari see ibid., 613-615. For an analysis of how this issue
played out in Safavid politics see Newman, “The Vezir and the Mulla” and Idem, “Fayd
al-Kashani”

93  Qummi, Jami safavi MS, fols. 25b-32a.
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in which Qummi offers, in his words, “irrefutable arguments for [the twelve
imams’] imamate, beginning with texts included in the books of the oppos-
ing party [Sunni sources] on the issue of the imamate of our master and the
master of all the people, the commander of the believers. [This is followed
by] clear responses to the misinterpretations (ta’vilat) and doubts (shubuhat)
of our enemies, ending with an explanation of Sunni beliefs related to both
the principles (usul) and branches (furi®) of religion.”®* Atiyyah-yi rabbant va
hadiyyah-yi sulaymani is another monograph in an accessible style in which
Qummi deals with the subject of the imamate, providing basic information on
the imams’ lives, their virtues, the enmities and injustices they faced, and their
miracles.%®

What makes his portfolio of writings much more fascinating, however, is a
body of Persian treatises that could be classified as works of zukd, one of the
earliest genres to emerge in Islamic literature. These writings are illuminating
because they stand in direct contrast to the abrasive, takfiri style of many of his
other works. They reveal their author to be a sensitive, introspective soul com-
mitted to the development of a moral and spiritual life aimed at subduing the
carnal soul and drawing near to the imams and to God.?¢ In refuting Sufi piety,
Qummi had more to offer in its place than a dry, rigid, literal understanding
of sacred texts. In these works, he appears to have been genuinely and deeply
interested in a framework for spiritual life based wholly on the Qur’an and the
teachings of the imams. The ideals and practices of the introspective mode of
piety he espoused resemble those of the renunciants (zuhhad) who lived in
the early centuries after the rise of Islam. Theirs was a piety that emphasized
the value of utmost sincerity (ikhlas) in all ritual devotional practices ( ibadat),
whether obligatory or supererogatory. Like the zuhhad, Qummi was deeply
suspicious of the carnal soul, believing it must be kept in check through exam-
ining one’s intentions (muhasabat al-nafs/muraqabat al-nafs), meditating on

94  Qummi, al-Arba‘in MS, 2b. Al-Arba‘in was recently published, and the edition runs close
to seven hundred pages. I did not have access to the published version at the time of
writing.

95  Tuhfah-yi ‘abbastis another long treatise that covers the five principles of the Shi faith in
accessible language. In addition to writing on these principles of the faith, or usal al-din,
Qummi also wrote half a dozen short treatises that contained detailed instructions on the
correct way of performing rituals like salat, zakat, hajj, etc.

96  See, for example, his Mu‘alajat al-nafs, Mubahathat al-nafs, and Tanbih al-raqidin, all
published in Qummi, Shish risalah. It appears from the sources that Qummi might have
flirted with the Sufi mode of piety at the earlier stages of his life for a while to sat-
isty his spiritual appetite. See, Tabib Tunikabuni, Futah MS, 14b and Lawhi, “Usal fusal
al-tawzih,” 623.
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the transient nature of this world and worldly possessions, and reminding one-
self of impending death and the prospect of eternal damnation in the fires of
hell.?7 In Hikmat al-‘arifin, for example, after making it clear that, from his per-
spective, hikma can only be attained through the knowledge of the teachings
of the infallible imams, he emphasizes the centrality of the practice of zuhd, or
asceticism, for attaining this ~ikma. He is quick to mention that zuhd does not
involve wearing rough cloths or eating rough food like the followers of Hallaj
and Abii Yazid. Rather, he says, it requires “cutting worldly desires short (gasr
al-amal) and avoiding what God has prohibited (al-wara“ ‘amma harrama
Allah).” The key for success in such practices is constantly reminding oneself of
the reality, and inevitability, of death and what follows it.%® Although the fear
of death and a pious awaremess of God (tagwa) are emphasized throughout,
Qummi’s writings in this genre are also sprinkled with lines of his own poetry
in which the subject of love, or mahabbat, is mentioned, though not elaborat-
ed.?? Examples of this poetry give the reader a better sense of this aspect of his
personality:

O Lord, capture me with your love (mahabbat).
Consume my body in the fires of purification.

Pluck all neglect of God from my wings and feathers,
That I might fly to the pinnacle of your love (mahabbat).

O Lord, capture me with your love (mahabbat).

Turn me away from anything but your love.

Sprinkle my face with the water of your mercy,

To awaken me, in the blink of an eye, from my sleep.1°°

O Lord, free me from the bonds of my body,

Rescue me from attachment to this world.

Pour a sip of the nectar of your desire into my mouth,

Setting me free in an instant of the need for bread and water.10?

97  Formore on early renunciants see Karamustafa, Sufism: The Formative Period, 1-7.

98  1Ibid, 8.

99  Apparently, he collected his quatrains and wrote a commentary on them in a book titled
Minhaj al-Grifin. See Tihrani, al-Dharia, 13:280. No copies of this work are extant, but
many of QummT’s quatrains are used in his other works, providing us the opportunity to
get a sense of his style and concerns.

100 Qummi, Tuhfat al-akhyar, 21-22 and in Idem, Safinat al-najat, 1.

101 Lawhi, “Usal fusal al-tawzih,” 609.
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Sincerity is the motto of the gnostic (sahib-i irfan),
In whose heart lies the light of faith.

One who obeys God out of greed [for paradise]

Is among the merchants and mercenaries.!°2
Obedience is accepted by the Lord,

When it comes from love and desire.

Sincerity is the accomplishment of the skilled man,
Whose heart contains the light of insight.103

The Four Books are the soul of religion;

They are four pillars of faith.

In the struggle against the carnal soul,

They are four mirrors for the man of gnosis (‘irfan).1°4

The above lines reflect the kind of spiritual and religious teachings that
Qummi advocated as an alternative to the prevalent discourse of his time,
which was heavily influenced by Sufism and philosophy. Throughout his work,
Qummi explains aspects of this alternative paradigm, which some have called

102 A reference to the well-known hadith from ‘Ali that says, “Some people worshipped God
out of desire [of His rewards], this is the worship of traders; and some people worshipped
God out of fear [of His punishment] — so it is the worship of slaves, and a group wor-
shipped God in gratitude (to Him) so this is the worship of the free.” See Ibn Abi al-Hadid,
Sharh Nahj al-Balagha, 19:42.
103  Qummi, Tuhfat al-akhyar, 20.
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rfan-i hubbiin contrast to the traditional tasavvuf-i ishq.'°> Qummi’s seman-
tic choices are highly significant. For example, Qummi rejects the concept of
shq because it is not attested in the canonical sources of faith and replaces
it with the concept of mahabba, a concept that is attested in hadith literature
and the Qur’an.1°¢ Similarly, the concept of marifa is central to him, but it has
aradically different meaning than the Sufi conception of marifa. Therefore, at
the very outset of Hikmat al-‘arifin, the foundational qudst hadith so often ref-
erenced in Sufi literature (“he who knows himself, knows his Lord”) is replaced
with an exclusively Shi‘1 hadith on the imamate: “One who dies not know-
ing his imam has died a jahili death [that is, as a non-Muslim].”1°7 Similarly,
Qummi has an understanding of sikma that diverges sharply from the way the
word is used in the context of the discursive practice of Islamic philosophy.
Indeed, Qummi offers his own definition of the term in his introduction to
Hikmat, once again placing knowledge of the imams at the center:

Hikma is knowledge (ma‘ifa) of the imam, and the hakim is one who
knows the true imam and learns religious knowledge from him. There
is no question that the purified imams from the family [of the Prophet]
are leaders of truth and repositories of 4ikma, having learned it from the
Prophet himself, PBUH ... He said, “I am the house of 4ikma, and ‘Ali is its
door. Whoever desires fikma must approach the door.” Therefore, hikma
is what is understood from the sayings of the pure imams, who are the
companions of infallibility and the interpreters of God’s Book... [Hikma
does not lie in] the problems of philosophy, which are in contradiction to
the Book and the tradition (sunna).1°8

Elsewhere, he espouses the same sentiment in the form of a quatrain:

The ignorant man busies himself with Greek philosophy (hikmat),
While neglecting God and following Satan.

We have no need for Ibn Sina’s Shifa,

For the Quran is the healer (shifa) of the believers.10®

105 The credit for the invention of the term Srfan-i hubbi goes to my friend and colleague,
Mohammad Javdan, who used the term in a conversation we had about Qummi recently.

106 In his debate with Majlisi S, he is emphatic that he is not against the concept of love and
quotes some of the abovementioned quatrains as evidence. See Anzali, “Opposition to
philosophy”

107  p.17 (of the present Arabic edition).

108 Seep.16.

109 Qummi, Safinat al-najat, 137.
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In short, the immediate object of gnosis or rfan is the infallible imam and
not, as Sufis would have it, the divine nature. Similarly, the only epistemologi-
cally legitimate sources of religious knowledge are the Qur’an and the four
books.

The importance of these semantic shifts cannot be overemphasized. They
lie at the heart of a broader epistemic shift in seventeenth century Safavid
Persia, one that forced proponents of long-established traditions of knowledge
like philosophy, usili jurisprudence, and Sufism to formulate new ways, and
find new sources, to legitimize their discourse. As Twelver Shiism increas-
ingly acquired an independent identity as a world religion rather than a sect
during the seventeenth- and early eighteenth century, religious scholars of all
stripes engaged themselves more seriously with the ShiT hadith traditions in
an effort establish the legitimacy of their discourse in accordance to the ethos
of the newly-established ShiT sacred nomos. The dramatic increase in schol-
arly activity focused on the canonical collections of Twelver hadith is perhaps
nowhere more obvious than in the number of commentaries written on Usul/
al-kaft. Out of the twenty commentaries/glosses that can be identified using
Aqa Buzurg’s bibliographical compendium, sixteen were written between
1001/1592 and 1150/1737 (see Table. 2).110

TABLE 2. Table 2

900-950/1494-1543 o
951-1000/1544-1591 1
1001-1050/1592-1640 3
1051-1100/1641-1689 9
1101-1150/1690-1737 4
1151-1200/1738-1785 1

One of the most interesting features of these commentaries/glosses is the
diversity of their writers. They include the founder of the Akhbari school of
thought, Mulla Muhammad-Amin Astarabadi and other Akhbari scholars
like the abovementioned Mulla Khalil Qazvini who vehemently opposed phi-
losophy and Sufism, but they also included Usali jurists like ‘Ali al-‘Amili (d.
1102/1691) and Muhammad-Salih Mazandarani (d. 1086/1675). Philosophers

110 The list of commentaries was compiled from Tihrani, al-Dhari‘a, 13:95 — 100 and 14:26— 28.
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like Mulla Sadra and his teacher Mir Damad are also on the list, as are theolo-
gian-philosophers like Mirza Rafia. This diversity illustrates the centrality of
ShiT hadith literature in the consolidation of orthodoxy and the competition
for authority involved in that process.

Perhaps the most distinctive and radical expression of the central place
the infallible imams and their sayings found in the newly-established Safavid
sacred nomos during the seventeenth century was the Akhbari movement.!!!
The success and rapid popularity of Akhbarism should be understood as part
of a broader intellectual, social, and political shift during the Safavid period
that required a re-evaluation of the old regime of truth and its bases of legiti-
macy. The categorical rejection of Sunni hadith sources and methodologies
developed primarily by Sunni scholars was in line with Safavid propaganda,
which made every effort to draw a sharp distinction between the Sunni Turks
(Ottomans) and the followers of the family of the Prophet (the Shi‘a under
Safavid rule). The jurists adhering to the Akhbari legal school, in a return to
what they dubbed as tarigat al-qudama (the way of the predecessors [among
hadith scholars]) freed themselves of the necessity of using the extensive tech-
nical Ustli vocabulary which was, in turn, thoroughly indebted to Peripatetic
philosophy and logic. This gave them the added freedom to attack philosophy
as a foreign element that needed to be purged from the madrasas. Therefore,
the gradual rise to prominence of Akhbarism in the madrasa as an alternative
framework of legal thought facilitated the turn against philosophy in impor-
tant ways.!12

111 For the term “nomos” see, Berger, The Sacred Canopy, 19-26.

112 In his insightful contributions to our understanding of the Akhbarl movement, Robert
Gleave asserts that “there is no single Akhbari position on the role of philosophy and mys-
tical experience in the discovery of religious knowledge (Gleave, “Scripturalist Sufism,”
158-176).” Although I am in essential agreement with Gleave on this latter point on anti-
Sufi tendencies among Akhbari scholars, it seems to me when it comes to mainstream
discursive philosophy, otherwise known as Peripatetic (mashsha’t) philosophy, there is an
overwhelming consensus among the Akhbari scholars to condemn it as a foreign and un-
Islamic discipline of knowledge by referencing to its Greek roots and purportedly hereti-
cal beliefs that they claim major philosophers held. In Rizvi’s words, the Akhbari scholars
“rejected the rationalist heremeneutics of the text and reality that seemed to deny the
superior knowledge of the Imams (Rizvi, “The takfir, 245).” Akhbari leaning scholars like
Fayz Kashani, who were well-versed in Islamic philosophy, usually differentiate between
what they call “official philosophy” (hikmat-i rasmiyyah), to which they do not hesitate
to express their aversion, and “divine philosophy” (hikmat-i ilaht), which, according to
them, is derived from prophetic sources of revelation and the traditions of the imams.
This aside, Gleave’s astute observations on the nature of the Akhbarl movement ought
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Although debates over the epistemic legitimacy of philosophy were noth-
ing new in the history of Islamicate world, during Qumm’s time these issues
were being debated on new terms: those of a politically dominant and sym-
bolically self-contained Twelver Shi‘1 worldview that required the authentica-
tion of long-established social and intellectual formations on new grounds. 113
Although Qummi and the philosophers to whose teachings he objected had
very different views of the nature of the imams and the essence of their teach-
ings, they all directed their efforts toward the Shi‘1 hadith compendiums, writ-
ing commentaries and using many hadith reports from those compendiums in
their works. In other words, although philosophers like Sadra and Fayz funda-
mentally disagreed with scholars like Qumm1 or Qazvini, they were united on
alarger point: all believed it was imperative to demonstrate that traditions like
philosophy were based on the teachings of imams.

Qummi himself was an avowed Akhari scholar, as mentioned, and the
clearest articulation of this intellectual commitment appears in a lengthy
introduction to his commentary on Tasts Tahdhib al-ahkam, entitled Hujjat
al-islam.11* This still unpublished work is around 200 pages in length and is
among the last that Qummi authored. It is a testament to his erudition and
in keeping with his status as a prominent member of the ‘ulama. It is also
where Qummi tackles the issues of hottest debate between the Akhbaris and
Usilis, namely, which sources of religious knowledge are valuable, and what
constitutes proper methodology. Not surprisingly, after long and winding argu-
ments, Qummi maintains that only two sources are legitimate: the Qur’an and
the Sunna.!'> He vehemently attacks the notion that jjtihad is a valid method
of approaching these sources, offering arguments based on both Sunni and
Shif sources.''® Additionally, he rejects the usefulness of the concept of ijma“

to be welcomed and praised as a much-needed corrective to the misleading picture of
Akhbarism that plagues primary sources of jurisprudence and, from there, scholarly and
non-scholarly expositions in Persian, Arabic, and English in which proponents of this
school are generally understood to be rigid literalists and fanatical bigots. This picture has
prevailed as a result of the negative Usali portrayal of Akhbari scholars in biographical
and bibliographical resources. Since the Akhbari school was effectively eradicated by the
early nineteenth century, what is remembered of Akhbarism comes mainly from later,
hostile Usali ‘ulama.

113 For a detailed discussion of this process see Anzali, “Mysticism” in Iran.

114 The manuscript I examined contained only the introduction, not the actual commentary
on Tahdhib.

115 Qummi, Hujjat al-islam MS, fols. 2a-17a.

116 Ibid,, fols. 18a-25a. What is puzzling about Qummi’s critique of the Usali position on
ijtihad is that although he quotes extensively from Ibn Abi al-Hadid’s arguments against



EDITORS’ INTRODUCTION 33

and then uses the remainder of the introduction to critically examine specific
topics in the discipline of usul al-figh one by one, from semantics (mabahith
al-alfaz), to the issue of probative power (hujjiya), to procedural principles
(al-usul al-‘amaliyya).

In short, Qummi’s writings and the information we have about him from
other sources reveal that he was a religious scholar of some prominence with
relatively strong ties to the political center. He seems to have been more con-
cerned with issues of orthodoxy and piety among the masses rather than the
hair-splitting his elite colleagues. He may not have had considerable influence
on later generation of Shi‘i religious scholars, but his polemical writings were a
significant contribution to the formation of Shi‘i piety in his time. His puritani-
cal insistence that the Qur’an and the hadith canon were the only legitimate
sources of religious knowledge may not have become a majority opinion in
Iran in the centuries after him, but it remained a serious epistemological chal-
lenge to the epistemologically pluralist strains Shi‘i thought. As Gleave, Ansari,
and others have noted,*'7 the contemporary proponents of maktab-i tafkik can
be seen as intellectual inheritors of the trend of thought in Shi‘i history for
which Qummi was a prominent advocate as an Akhbari.

Hikmat al-Arifin

Hikmat al-Arifin is a substantial monograph written at the height of Qumm’s
literary campaign against philosophy and philosophical mysticism. If the num-
ber of surviving manuscripts is any indication, it was also his most widely read
technical work.1® Internal evidence suggests it was written between 1068/1657
and 1075/1664.11° This is based on two features of the text. First, Qummi men-
tions Fayz Kashani's al-Wafi multiple times.'?° We know that al-Wafi was
finished no earlier than 1067/1657,2! and it is unlikely, given the strained
relationship between Fayz and Qummli, that the latter had access to incom-
plete drafts from the author. Qummi also mentions Hikmat al-Grifin in his

giyas and ijtihad in the latter’s commentary on Na#j al-balagha, as far as I know, he makes
no mention of Astarabadi and his famous work al-Fawa’id al-Madaniyya.

117 See Gleave, “Continuity and Originality,” and Ansari, “Mabani-yi fikri.”

118  See footnote 161 below.

119 Newman provides a similar estimate of the time frame in which Hikmat was written
(Newman, “Sufism and anti-Sufism,” 107, n. 64).

120 See footnote 78.

121 See Naqibi, Agwal al-ulama, 21.
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other work, Tuhfat al-akhyar, which, as discussed, was finished no later than
1076/1664.122

Two important aspects of Hikmat al-‘arifin have significant bearing on the
intellectual history of the Safavid period. First, it is the first monograph of the
Safavid period dedicated to criticizing mainstream philosophy and Ibn ‘Arab1’s
school of philosophical mysticism from a Shi‘-Akhbari perspective. Second, it
is the earliest work of its kind to single out Mulla Sadra and his philosophy as
a primary target.}2% Despite these noteworthy features, Hikmat al-‘arifin has
attracted little scholarly attention. S. M. Hadi Gerami was the first to offer a
brief discussion in Persian of the significance of this work, especially its atten-
tion to Sadra’s philosophy.*24 Some years later, I discussed the book in the con-
text of the broader intellectual and social transformations of the late Safavid
period.}?% Most recently, Sajjad Rizvi has provided a partical and brief report
of the content of Hikmat al-‘arifin as part of a larger analysis of the takfir of
philosophers during the Safavid period.2¢ The following synopsis of the work
is intended to provide a bird’s eye view of the content of the work. Readers, of
course, must refer to the detailed arguments of each section for a thorough
understanding.

As mentioned earlier, Qummi begins Hikmat al-Grifin with an epistemo-
logical critique of the category of hikmat, emphasizing that the only legitimate
source of hikma is ma‘rifa, or knowledge of the infallible imams and their
teachings — not the philosophical speculations of Greek philosophers that are
contrary to divine injunctions as encapsulated in the Qur’an and hadith litera-
ture. Without a proper knowledge of the teachings of the imams, says Qummi,
“the rational faculty cannot be perfected, nor can it be purified of illnesses, and
attaining hikma would be impossible.”'27 Like any Akhbari scholar worth his
salt, Qummi spends most of the rest of introduction justifying this position by
deploying dozens of hadith reports, both from Shi‘i and Sunni sources, to the

122 See page 24 above.

123 By “the earliest of their kind,” I mean the earliest serious engagement with Sadra’s phil-
osophical framework as a discourse worthy of attack beyond the small circle of elitist
philosophers (like Mulla Rajab-‘Ali Tabrizi) who knew his work and were by and large
dismissive of his philosophical innovations, albeit for different reasons. As such, Hikmat
al-‘arifin is the first evidence we have that by the second half of the seventeenth cen-
tury, Mulla Sadra’s philosophy had attracted attention and risen to some prominence in
learned circles.

124 See Gerami, “Hikmat al-arifin.”

125 See, Anzali, “Safavid Shi‘ism.”

126  See, Rizvi, “The takfir of the Philosophers.”

127 P17 (all page numbers without reference to title refer to the present Arabic edition).
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effect that it is obligatory to learn religious knowledge only through the infalli-
ble imams, and that the two sources of Qur'an and hadith cannot be separated
from each other.’2® Qummi closes the introduction with extensive quotes from
al-Ghazall's al-Mungidh and Tahafat al-hukama (sic), all with the single theme
of how all philosophers are infidels.}2°

The first major subject of Hikmat is a discussion of the mainstream philo-
sophical methods of proving God’s existence. For this purpose, Qummi focuses
on the question of why a contingent being (mumkin) needs a cause (‘illa) for
its existence — a question that happens to be the cornerstone of many philo-
sophical arguments about God’s existence. From his perspective, two major
schools of thought exist on the issue, one espoused by philosophers and the
other by theologians (mutakallimun). Philosophers believe that imkan, or con-
tingency itself, is the reason that a contingent being needs a cause, whereas
theologians stipulate Audith, or “coming to be,” as the criterion.'° Not surpris-
ingly, Qummi takes the side of the latter group, claiming that their position is
supported by the Qur’an and the sunna.

In his criticism of the philosophers’ school of thought, he engages in a
detailed discussion of the issue of al-awlawiyya al-dhatiyya, or “essential pre-
cedence,” quoting extensively from Lahiji, Dashtaki, Qushji, and Davani and
rejecting their arguments that a contingent entity, as contingent, is equivo-
cal vis-a-vis existence (wujid) and non-existence (‘adam).*3* Then, he turns to
what he views as the correct way of proving God’s existence. Quoting verses of
the Qur’an to support his claim, he concludes that the only valid way to argue
for God’s existence is by pondering on His creation.!2 Qummi then goes on to
say that since the philosophical arguments fail to prove God’s existence, they
naturally fall short of proving His unity. As for his own arguments, he contends
that the issue is among the necessities (al-daruriyyat) of faith and, as such,
it does not need to be supported by rational arguments. Rather, the ample
evidence for God’s unity in the Quran and hadith literature is sufficient for
the faithful. Qummi adds that “tawhid is not among the [theological] issues

128 Pp.22-42.

129 Pp.43-45.
130 Pp.47-51
131 Pp.53-61.

132 This is otherwise known as the “design argument” or the “teleological argument.” One of
its most elaborate canonical renditions in the Shi‘i tradition is found in a popular treatise
attributed to Ja‘far al-Sadiq and known as Tawhid Mufaddal. This treatise had a special
place in Qummi’s worldview. He offers his own translation of it in his Tuhfah-yi ‘abbast
and quotes from it in his other works.
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necessary for proving [the necessity of] prophecy, therefore, it is possible to
make arguments for it [tawhid] based on transmitted reports (al-naql) without
[committing the fallacy of] circular argument.”33

The second major issue Qummi takes up in his criticism of philosophy is
that of God’s knowledge. Not surprisingly, the bulk of discussion is dedicated
to the question of how God knows, i.e., the extent and quality of His knowledge
of the created world. This issue, of course, is hotly contested in philosophy and
has long been used by opponents of philosophy to demonstrate how philo-
sophical speculation falls short of the requirements of faith. Qummi spends
a number of pages criticizing Ibn Sina’s conception of divine knowledge!3+
and then turns to some of his contemporaries (ba‘d al-muta‘akhkhirin) who,
according to Qummi, believe that God’s knowledge of the contingent world is
presential (hudurt) as is His knowledge of Himself. Although he names no one
in this section, it is quite clear that his ire is focused on Mulla Sadra and his
school of thought.?35 After rejecting both husuli and huduri notions of divine
knowledge and accusing Lahijt of infidelity because of his views on the issue
in his Shawarig,'*¢ Qummi goes on to explain his own position in a very brief
statement that has striking similarities with the Hanbali position on divine
attributes:

If someone asked “if you deem all these positions and schools of thought
[madhahib] false, what is your school of thought on the issue of [divine]
knowledge?” [In response] we say “our belief is based on what we have
acquired from rational arguments. We have taken this belief from the
niche of prophecy, and that is that his knowledge, exalted is he, is with-
out quality (la kayfa lahu), just like his essence. His knowledge is not like
the knowledge of creatures. Rather, his knowledge is [identical to] his
essence in the sense that his perfect essence is the source of illumination
with no quality, no need for the acquisition of the images of the known
things, and no [necessity] of the presence of their essences; his knowl-

133 P.64.

134 PP. 70-76. Here Qummi offers a critique of Ibn Sina’s idea that God knows (and creates)
the contingent world via images (suwar) that are primordially impressed (murtasima)
on the divine mind. In another section, he deals with the issue of the extent of divine
knowledge and Ibn Sina’s position that God’s knowledge only entails abstract universals
(al-kulliyyat al-mujarrada) and do not extend to particulars (al-juz’iyyat). See, Idem.,
73-78.

135 Pp.76-78.

136 P.79.
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edge comprehends all things, universal and particular.137

The next issue Qummi addresses is that of divine attributes and their iden-
tity with the divine essence, followed by a brief discussion of divine volition
(al-mashiyya/irada). Next he discusses the issue of determinism and destiny
(al-qada wa al-qadar) and the related, and controversial, idea of al-bada. It is
here that, for the first time in Hikmat, he takes on Fayz Kashani, to whom he
refers throughout the books as a sakib al-Wafi. Qummi begins his criticism of
Fayz by saying, “know that since sahib al-Wafi founded his exegesis of Qur’anic
verses and hadiths on the basis of the principles of Sufis and philosophers, he
interpreted [the doctrine of] al-bada in a very strange manner that would sur-
prise anyone with common sense and a straightforward outlook.”*3® His major
criticism of Fayz is based on the latter’s interpretation of al-bada as a change
in the knowledge of spherical souls (nufus falakiyya), whereas , he claims, the
relevant Qurlanic verses and hadith reports explicitly attribute the change in
knowledge implicit in the concept of al-bada to God himself.13°

The next major theological issue in Hikmat is the nature of divine and
human actions. Qummi claims that within the framework of Peripatetic phi-
losophy, all actions, whether human or divine, are inevitable and necessitated
(majab). This leaves no space for free will because an action, as a contingent
entity, is equivocal vis-a-vis existence and non-existence and does not “come
to be” unless it is necessitated by a prior cause. In contrast, Qummi says, most
of the Mu‘tazila believe that an action “comes to be” only after it has found
some priority (awlawiyya) without reaching the threshold of necessity. Qummi
takes the latter position, rejecting the necessity of the cause-effect relationship
in the case of a volitional actor and arguing that, with such actors, the caused
action can actually deviate from (takhalluf) what the complete cause (al-lla
al-tamma) demands.'#4°

Qummi then goes on to tackle the well-known and controversial theological
problem of the creation of human actions (khalg al-af‘al). After listing six dif-
ferent schools of thought on the issue that, from his perspective, are incorrect,
he introduces what he sees as the correct theological position as derived from
the Shi‘i hadith canon. This position is presented as a middle ground between
the two extremes (al-amr bayn al-amrayn) of complete divine determination

137 Pp.70-71.

138 P ug.
139 P.u6.

140 Pp.19-127.
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of human actions (al-jabr) on one hand, and the complete autonomy of human
agent (al-tafwid) on the other.1#!

The next major topic in Hikmat al-‘arifin is the issue of al-husn wa-l-qubh
al-‘aqliyyayn or “the [rational] intelligibility of good and vile.” Here, Qummi
denies the validity of both the Ash‘ari and Mu‘tazili positions and claims that
the correct theological stand is, again, that of a middle ground between two
extreme positions (al-amr bayn al-amrayn). Qummi remarks that one can agree
with the Mu‘tazilites that the notions of husn and qubh are independently rec-
ognized by human intellect. This recognition by itself, however, does not make
the human agent a subject of divine reward (thawab) and punishment (igab).
In other words, for divine punishment and reward to be justified, the human
agent must also be able to recognize the notions of ‘obligation’ (wujib) and
‘prohibition’ (hurma). That is possible, he says, only through divine guidance
and injunctions.'#2

After this general discussion, Qummi treats several important theological
issues as sub-sections (al-furu‘) of the above topic. Among these is a discus-
sion of ga‘idat al-lutf, or “the argument from [divine] benevolence.”'#3 Qummi
rejects the validity of this argument and offers an alternative argument based
on the principle of the necessity of obedience (wujib al-tamkin) to the effect
that it is incumbent upon the believers to attain certitude (al-ilm al-yagini)
regarding God’s injunctions. From Qummi’s perspective, the hadith reports
are definitive that mere opinion (zann) does not relieve believers of their reli-
gious duty. Certainty regarding God’s injections is impossible without an infal-
lible guide who has comprehensive knowledge of God’s law. In order for the
believer to properly obey divine injunction, God must appoint such guides.'#*

Another significant theological issue treated as a sub-section is the issue of
al-ihbat (frustration of good deeds due to the effect of later sins) and al-takfir
(concealment of sins due to the effect of later good deeds — not to be confused
with takfir in the sense of declaring someone infidel). Here Qummi indulges us
with an extensive discussion of the nature of major sins (dhunib kabira), criti-
cizing both Shaykh Tas1 and Shaykh Baha'T’s interpretations of the concept.145
This is followed by a discussion of the concept of al-‘adala (justice) and what

141 Pp.127134.

142 Pp.146-153.

143 Pp. 162-163. This argument was most notably used by Nasir al-Din al-Tasi in his Tajrid
al-i'tigad as a proof for the necessity of God’s appointment of infallible imams for the sake
of human guidance.

144 Pp.163-165.

145 Pp.166-182.
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it means to be a just person (‘adil) in light of the previous discussion of what
constitutes a major sin.!4¢

Next, QummT’s attention turns once again to his disagreements with phi-
losophers, this time on the question of the existence of al-mujarradat or
“abstract beings.” Qummi lays out his own position that rational arguments for
and against the existence of abstract beings other than God are incomplete.
Furthermore, he notes that based on the Qurian and the sunna, one cannot
stipulate any abstract beings beside God.!4” The issue at stake is the principle
of tanzih, or the utter incomparability of God. From Qummi’s perspective,
accepting the existence of other beings that are beyond time and devoid of
special dimension amounts to tashbth and a clear rejection of the Qurlanic
statement that laysa ka mithli-hi shay’un (“there is nothing in His likeness”).148
Qummi expresses astonishment that some of his “knowledgeable contempo-
raries” (ba'd al-fudala al-muta’akhkhirin) — most likely one of Mir Damad’s stu-
dents in this case— has followed the philosophers in accepting the existence
of such abstract beings. For Qummy, this misguided position reveals nothing
but this man’s ignorance of the hadith literature and the unfortunate influence
of Ibn ‘Arab1’s nonsense in al-Futuhat and Fusis.*°

Next, Qummi takes on a principle that has been the cornerstone of the cos-
mogonic scheme advocated by most philosophers since the time of Ibn Sina
or earlier: al-wahid la yasdur ‘an-hu illa al-wahid, which literally means that
“from one, no more than one can issue forth.” According to this principle, it is
impossible for God, as a unified and simple entity, to be the immediate cause
of multiple entities, because this would be a violation of the purity of His one-
ness. Therefore, there is only one entity, the First Intellect (al-‘ag! al-awwal)
of Muslim philosophy, which is the immediate creature of God. Qummi ridi-
cules this argument, saying that it blatantly contradicts the Quranic dictum
that God is omnipotent. He rejects the notion of the First Intellect entirely.
Anticipating the skepticism of those who would point to the famous hadith in
Usul al-kaft that states that the first creation of God was the Intellect (al-‘aqg!),
Qummi remarks that the term ‘ag/ in that hadith has nothing to do with
what philosophers called @gl. To clarify his point further, he examines Fayz
Kashani’s commentary on the abovementioned hadith in al-Wafi, rejecting
the latter’s philosophically inspired interpretation. Qumm1’s argument against
Fayz is based on the principle of perspicuity and goes something like this: God

146  Pp.182-188.
147 Pp.2n-212.
148 Qur’an, 42:11
149 P 212,
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speaks with humans using their common language. Therefore, his words need
to be understood in such terms unless a specific religious (shar %) meaning is
clearly designated in addition to the customary meaning (as in the case of ritu-
als like salat or adhan). In this case, Qummli says, no hadith reports lead us to
a technical/philosophical conception of @gl, and therefore we are obliged to
understand and interpret the term as it is customarily understood, which is to
say as the human faculty that allows for differentiation between good and bad,
true and false. In this sense, the term is the opposite of madness (junin) and
ignorance (jahl).15° After offering this argument, Qummi adds his analysis of
what led Fayz to commit such a mistake, saying, “it is no secret that the author
of al-Wafibased his exegesis on philosophy and Sufism and a synthesis of the
two, despite the fact that the Sufis reject philosophers in the strongest words,
as is clear from the works of Ghazali, Rumi, and others.”'51 No matter what our
opinion of Qummi or Fayz, this is an accurate observation. Qummi is correct
that the merger between philosophy and Sufism, attested here in the writings
of Fayz, is a relatively new development, and for Qummi a highly concerning
one. In the remainder of this section, Qummi offers his own interpretation of
the abovementioned hadith and follows with multiple proofs that, from his
perspective, demonstrate that spirits are not abstract beings.152

Next Qummli treats the issue of whether the universe is eternal (gadim) or
non-eternal (hadith). Little is new in this portion of the book beyond the fact
that Qummi adds Mir Damad’s argument on al-hudiith al-dahri, or “perpetual
incipience,” to a long list of arguments that philosophers have put forward in
contradistinction to what Qummi sees as the position necessitated by Quranic
verses and hadith reports,'5® which is that the universe has come to be in a
strictly temporal sense (al-huduth al-zamanti). This raises the question of how
the universe could have come into being temporally when the very existence
of time is dependent on the universe existing in motion. Qummli replies that
the rational faculty can imagine time extending before and after the creation
of the universe, and that our ability to imagine such a thing warrants talking
about the universe as “coming to be” (hadith) in time.15*

Qummi continues his foray into fundamental debates in philosophy and
theology by discussing the notion of existence (wwjud) and whether it is the
semantic form (ishtirak lafzi) or the semantic content (ishtirak ma‘nawi) that

150 Pp.224-226.
151 P 226.

152  Pp.226-242.
153 Pp.248-249.
154 Pp.250-51



EDITORS’ INTRODUCTION 41

is common when using the term to refer to God and the created world.!5> He
weighs in on the side of the latter option and then turns to the contentious
issue of the relationship between existence (wwjud) and quiddity (mahiyya).*5¢
In a rare and inexplicable moment of agreement with the philosophical tradi-
tion that he has castigated throughout the entire work, he invokes Ibn Sina
and the author of al-Mawagqif to assert that wujid is among the second-order
constructed concepts (al-ma‘qulat al-thaniya), which does not correspond to
anything real outside the mind. “[WJhat is outside,” Qummi says, “is human,
blackness, and other realities; these are the quiddities (al-mahiyyat) that actu-
ally exist in reality. [Concepts like] existence and thingness have no primacy,
or ta'assul, in reality. Rather, they are among the second-order concepts that
are derived from first-order concepts - as concepts - and nothing outside cor-
responds to them.”157

It does not take long for the reader to realize that Qummi’s decision to
align himself with the mainstream Peripatetic philosophical position of asalat
al-mahiyya, or “the primacy of quiddity over existence,” is a strategic choice.
The concluding section of Hikmat al-‘arifin makes this particularly clear. That
section is dedicated to an extensive refutation of what Qummi considers the
most dangerous and heretical aberrations of all: the idea of wahdat al-wujiid,
or “unity of existence.” The significance of this issue in Qumm1’s mind is clear
from the fact that the khatima makes up one fourth of the length of the entire
work.

Rather than proceeding with Ibn ‘Arabi, whom he calls “the chief of the anti-
christs” (‘umdat al-dajjalin) and “the killer of religion” (mumit al-din), Qummi
focuses initially on his contemporaries, Mulla Sadra in particular. In a clear
reference to the latter, he begins the section by expressing surprise that “some
among his contemporaries” have “merged philosophy and Sufism.”*58 His criti-
cism of Sadra’s position focuses mainly on the two pillars on which the entirety
of the philosopher’s system is built. These are his argument in favor of the pri-
macy of existence over quiddity, or asalat al-wujid, and the notion that wujiud
is a reality that is subject to “gradations,” or tashkik. These two pillars, accord-
ing to Qummli, lead Sadra to the untenable and heretical position of wahdat
al-wuyjud. Qummi quotes extensively from al-Asfar al-arba‘a and al-Shawahid
al-rububiyya, demonstrating a firsthand, extensive knowledge of the writings
of his opponent on the issue. Abrasive personal attacks may have been his

155 Pp.271-76.
156 Pp.277-284.
157 P 281

158 P.296.
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style, but it is clear that he was committed to an accurate representation of the
positions with which he disagrees.

Qummi’s criticism of Mulla Sadra is in accordance with the mainstream
philosophical and theological paradigm of the time, and it revolves around the
former’s view that the concept of wujiid corresponds to nothing outside the
mind. If wujud exists only as a universal concept (mafhum kulli) in the human
mind, says Qummi, talking in terms of gradations or primacy, let alone concep-
tualizing it as a principle that permeates all, is absurdity.5°

Yet, Qummi is well aware that it is foolish to blame Sadra for this heretical
idea. It is true that the latter is responsible for the “unholy” marriage between
Sufism and philosophy during the Safavid period, but the real culprit is Ibn
‘Arabi. “It is clear,” says Qummi, “that the notion of wahdat al-wujud did not
exist and was not well-known before Muhyi al-Din al-‘Arabi al-Andulust
al-Hanbali and his followers, and his statements make clear that he was pos-
sessed of the lowest and most nonsensical intellects. As for the earlier gen-
eration of Sufis like Ab1 Yazid [al-Bistami| and al-Hallaj and the likes of them,
their statements make clear that some of them believed in ittihad (unity of
man and God in essence) and others in hulil (divine incarnation) ... therefore,
you must be aware that it was Muhyi al-Din, who in reality is Mumit al-Din (the
killer of religion), who made the idea of wahdat al-wujiid famous among the
[intellectually] weakest Muslims using treachery and deception...”*¢® Qummi
then treats the reader to a long list of quotes from Ibn ‘Arabi’s Fusus as well as
quotes from famous commentaries by his followers, including al-Qaysari (d.
751/1350), al-Qashani (d.735/133), and al-Jandi (d. circa 700/1300), to expose
their heretical beliefs.16?

When Qummi penned his critique of Sadra’s metaphysics, the latter’s phi-
losophy was known only to a small circle of elitist philosophers. Nearly a cen-
tury would pass before his system replaced the Peripatetic tradition as the
dominant philosophical paradigm. So why, one might ask, did Qummi choose
to focus on Sadra? If Qumm’s colleagues dismissed Sadra, why help bring
the latter’s philosophical thought from the margins to the center of scholarly
discussion?

As we have seen, Qummi was alarmed by Sadra’s merger of philosophy and
Sufism. But can we go farther, as Rizvi has recently argued, and say that this
synthesis was the very reason that philosophy came into the radar of oppo-
nents of Sufism at the end of the Safavid era? In other words, had it not been

159 Pp.296-311.
160 Pp.318-319.
161 Pp. 322-358.
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for the innovative synthesis of Sadra and his students, would philosophy have
escaped the attention of Qummi, Mir Lawhi, and others? 162

The answer, [ would argue, is negative. It is true that an important concern of
Qummi in his attacks against philosophy was the fact that some of the hukama
advocated a monistic perspective on questions of existence, but his problems
with philosophy were much broader and more fundamental, as it is evident
from the first three quarters of Hikmat al-‘arifin. Qumm’s other writings that
criticize philosophy confirm this perspective. In works like Tuhfat al-akhyar
and al-Fava’id al-diniyyah, Qummi eschews his critique of Mulla Sadra’s philo-
sophical monism in favor of a broader critique of philosophy as a discipline.
The bottom line for Qummi, as mentioned above, was that philosophy was an
invalid and illegitimate discipline of knowledge because of its foreign roots
and because on several important and fundamental issues, it contradicts what
he perceived as the normative stance of Shi‘i hadith literature.

The Critical Edition

While the original autograph of Hikmat has not survived, we are fortunate to
have at our disposal a considerable number of surviving manuscripts of the
text, some copied before the death of the author. The earliest manuscripts bear
signs that they may have been copied directly from the original autograph.63

162 In his own words, “the problem with philosophy was not the rational hermeneutics of
the text it addresses; rather it was the association with the Sunnism of the school of Ibn
‘Arabi, its commitment to a metaphysics of monism, and the socially disruptive elitism of
the hukama’ (Rizvi, “The takfir,” 245).”

163  For alist of manuscripts, see Dirayati, Fikristvarah, 4:724. Although the list contains a few
errors (#104985 is listed as having been copied in 1709h, whereas the correct date is 107gh.
#104989 is listed as n.d., but the manuscript is actually signed by the scribe as being copied
in 1100h), it nevertheless reveals two interesting facts. First, nine of the twenty-one manu-
scripts catalogued here can definitely be dated to before Qummi’s death in 1100/1689.
Second, the manuscripts are widespread, originating in major urban centers beyond
Qom and Isfahan (Shiraz, Mashhad, Tabriz, Tehran, Khuy, and Kirmanshah among other
places). There are also two copies held in Karbala at Maktaba al-Rawda al-Husayniyya,
one of which was, according to the catalogue, copied in 1094 (Al Tu‘ma, makhtitat
Karbala, 4:146-47). Although manuscripts in some major libraries of Najaf remain uncat-
alogued, it is very likely that copies of Hikmat would be found in Najaf libraries as well.
These facts testify to the popularity of the text in the immediate decades after its writing
and the success Qummi had in spreading his message far beyond his hometown. In fact, if
the number of surviving manuscripts is any indication, a thorough examination of DENA
reveals that after the small treatise Mubahathat al-nafs with 49 copies (See Dirayati,
Fihristvarah, 8:1188-89), Hikmat al-‘arifin was by far the most widely copied of Qummi’s
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Due to the large number of existing manuscripts in Iranian and other libraries,
we decided to focus our attention on those copied before the turn of the cen-
tury (before 1100/1689), that is, during the lifetime of the author. Using the bib-
liographical information available to us, nine manuscripts were identified that
could positively be said to have been copied during the lifetime of Qummi. Of
these nine, two seem to have been lost in recent decades. The first of these was
an early manuscript (copied 1079/1668) catalogued as part of the collection
of the department of literature at the University of Isfahan.'¢* Based on our
correspondence with staff members of the university’s Central Library, where
all existing manuscripts belonging to the institution have been gathered, we
have learned that this copy is no longer among the library’s holdings and was
probably lost in a fire some decades ago. The second is another early manu-
script (copied1097) catalogued as part of the Thiqat al-Islam library in Tabriz.165
That library no longer exists, and its books and manuscripts have been dis-
persed. Our attempts to locate this manuscript failed.

After a partial collation of the seven existing manuscripts, we were able to
make a rough determination of the relationships between the copies and pro-
duce a genealogy of manuscripts. Two manuscripts form the base of this gene-
alogy, and we relied on them heavily for the critical edition. The following is a
description of each of the two:

1. A manuscript held in the Majlis Library archives (MS #2000) that is
the earliest surviving copy of the text. An outstanding copy in terms of
quality and accuracy, it is copied in clear naskh style, signed at the end
by a certain Sadiq Qummi, and dated Rabi‘ al-Awwal of 1079/August
of 1668. The text contains a few explanatory glosses signed at the end
as minhu (4w), which suggests that the copier may have been copying
from the autograph. We refer to this manuscript as alif.

2. Another copy among the holdings of the Majlis Library (MS #3307),
which we call ba. This is admittedly a later manuscript, copied in Rabi*
al-Awwal of 1100/January 1689 by Muhammad-kazim b. Muhammad-
rahim Nishaburi. Though it was copied later than some of the other
available manuscripts, it is of superior quality and contains very few
scribal errors. Based on the results of our collation, we concluded that

monograph, followed by Tuhfat al-akhyar which has 17 existing copies in archives across
Iran (see Dirayati, DENA, 2: 912). This is especially significant given the fact that Hikmat
is written in Arabic. By comparison, only three copies of al-Fava’'id al-diniyyah have sur-
vived, with only one of those datable to before Qumm’s death (See ibid., 7:1168).

164  See Afshar and Danishpazhah, Nashriyyah, 5:299.

165 See Afshar and Danishpazhah, Nashriyyah, 7:534.
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it represented a distinct scribal branch and, as such, its variants needed
to be included in the critical apparatus.

In addition to the two abovementioned manuscripts, a third copy, nin, was
also referenced in the creation of this edition and its variants are included in
the critical apparatus. It is unsigned, but dates to 1083/1672. This manuscript
is held at the archives of the University of Isfahan’s Central Library (MS #926)
and like alif has fewer errors than other available manuscripts. We decided to
incorporate this manuscript in the production of the critical edition because
we could not rule out the possibility that it was perhaps a third copy at the
base of our manuscript tree, though some evidence suggests it may have been
copied from alif16¢

Because of the proximity of the existing manuscripts to the lifetime of the
author and the fact that we had access to clean, well-written, and accurate
copies, we decided that an analogical rather than a conservative method of
edition would be most suitable for producing the critical edition of the work.
Therefore, none of the three manuscripts was used as the primary copy-text, as
is the norm in conservative editions.’¢? Rather, variants from alif and ba (and
sometimes niin) have been used throughout to produce a clear-text that, in the
editors’ judgment, best represents the author’s intentions. When one variant
is chosen for inclusion in the main-text, others are mentioned in the critical
apparatus with one caveat: variants are provided only when they offer a viable
alternative reading for the passage in which they occur. In other words, cases
in which we were confident that a difference was due to scribal error have not
been mentioned. Additionally, we often found minor or major discrepancies
between Qummr’s quotations and the text of the original source from which
he quotes. Because the primary aim of this edition is to present a text as close
as possible to the one Qumm1 wrote, we have kept the quotes as they appear
in Hikmat al-‘Grifin unless the discrepancy between the quote as it appears in
Hikmat (referred to in the edition as al-asl) and its original source (referred to
in the edition as al-masdar) is clearly a result of scribal error, in which case
the text has been replaced with the original. Discrepancies that may reflect

166 Among the holdings of the Gulpaygani Library in Qom is a copy of Hikmat al-‘arifin
(MS #854). The final page is signed by a student of Qummi named al-Tabib Muhammad
Rashid b. Muhammad, no notes that it was completed on the 5th day of the month of
Rabi* al-Thani of 1081 (August 22nd, 1670). The first page of the manuscript is missing and,
comparatively speaking, the text includes many scribal errors. Our analysis convinced
us that, in all likelihood, it was copied from alif, and thus we saw no reason to include its
variants in the critical apparatus.

167 For more on this method see: Greetham, Textual Scholarship, 347-373.



46 EDITORS’ INTRODUCTION

a process of redaction from the original to the quote in Hikmat have been
mentioned.

Parentheses and brackets have been used extensively throughout the edited
text. Parenthetical notes provide variant readings or differences between
Qummi’s quotations and their original sources. Brackets are used for editorial
interventions. For example, some titles and subtitles have been added in brack-
ets to mark the beginning of a new discussion and to help the reader follow the
text more easily. At times a word or two has also been added in brackets to help
clarify ambiguity in the original text, mostly in cases where all manuscripts
consulted clearly suffer from some kind of grammatical or scribal error.

Punctuation marks have also been added throughout the text to aid the
reader. In the manuscripts consulted, it is often difficult to distinguish Qumm’s
words from the sources he quotes. We have done our best to check the sources
and demarcate quotations clearly and accurately. Also, to make it easier for
the reader to find the edited passages in at least one of the original manu-
scripts used for this edition, we decided to include page numbers throughout
the main text that correspond to the pages of manuscript alif. Finally, we have
taken the liberty of including brief explanatory or analytic notes throughout
the text. Statements that appear in the footnotes without reference to a source
belong to us. While this work has been a result of a close collaboration of the
two editors, Ata Anzali is primarily responsible for the material in the intro-
duction, while S. M. H Gerami did the major work of the edition. The editors
would like to thank the anonymous reviewer whose detailed comments on an
earlier draft of this work were tremendously helpful in producing a much bet-
ter final version of the edition. We would also like to thank Professor Shahzad
Bashir, one of the editors of the series, for his support and encouragement and
Teddi Dols of Brill, whose patience and flexibility made the process of publica-
tion much easier.
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54 PLATES

FIGURE 1 The first folio of manuscript alif, the earliest surviving copy of the Hikmat al-Arifin,
held at the Majlis Library archives in Tehran (MS #2000).

FIGURE 2 The last folio of manuscript alif, held at the Majlis Library archives in Tehran (MS
#2000), containing the signature of the copyist, Sadiq Qummi, and dated Rabial-
Awwal of 1079/August of 1668.
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FIGURE 3 Thefirst folio of the manuscript ba, held at the Majlis Library archives (MS #3307).
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FIGURE 4 The last folio of manuscript ba, held at the Majlis Library archives (MS #3307),
signed by the copyist, Muhammad-kazim b. Muhammad-rahim Nishaburi, and
dated Rabi* al-Awwal of oo/January 1689.
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FIGURE 5 The first folio of manuscript nun, held at the archives of the University of Isfahan’s
Central Library (MS # 926).

FIGURE 6 The last folio of manuscript nun, held at the archives of the University of Isfahan’s
Central Library (MS # 926). It does not mention the name of the copyist but it is
dated 1083/1672.
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