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PREFACE

This work is a study and a critical edition of K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad min
khasa’is hikam al-ibad fi na‘t al-murid wa-l-murad (The Black and White
in the Words of Wisdom by Bondsmen Describing the Seeker and the
Mystic Quest) of Abii I-Hasan Ali b. al-Hasan al-Kirmani al-Sirjani (d. ca.
470/1077).

K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad is a substantial Sufi handbook written in the
tone of a guiding Sufi master. It collects the mystical tradition of past
eminent Sufis in the form of anecdotes and aphorisms to instill guiding
wisdom in the hearts of aspiring Sufi adepts. Each of its seventy-three
chapters forms an independent treatise that focuses on a single Sufi con-
cept or rule of conduct highlighted by the dicta of Sufi masters, Qur’anic
verses, Prophetic traditions, words of wisdom literature, and verses of po-
etry. K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad is an anthology that seemingly disguises the
presence of its author behind a substantial body of sayings uttered by
Sufis of the 8th to 10th centuries. Yet Sirjani as author is markedly present
in his meticulous craftsmanship of the book. He reserved for himself a
few places in which he expressly voiced his thoughts and opinions. We
call this his ‘voice,” which we find strikingly apparent in the title he chose
for his book, in his introduction to it, and in the short comments with
which he concluded most of its chapters, connecting them to the themes
of the following chapters. Not only does this create an internal unity that
binds together the discursive dicta of the book, but more importantly, it
presents a discourse which these dicta come to demonstrate.

A significant number of the statements and anecdotes of K. al-Bayad
wa-l-sawad cannot be found in any other source, which makes this work
crucial for the study of early Sufism, its history and doctrines. The work
delineates the foundations of Sufism and forms a guiding manual to as-
piring adepts who seek an inner knowledge of God. It defines faith and
repentance from a mystical perspective and spouts denial, renunciation
and abstinence, seeking total absorption in the recollection of God. The
book highlights the Sufi master-disciple relationship presenting the char-
acteristics of apostleship, essentials of conduct and manners, the ideas of
poverty, mendicancy, hunger, Sufi companionship, friendship, chivalry,
and the gentleness and compassion of Sufi masters. It deals with concep-
tions of mystical theory such as unification and separation, annihilation
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and subsistence, mystical knowledge, spiritual insight, the world of the
unseen, and the spiritual states and way stations. Controversial topics are
presented, such as beatific vision, ecstatic utterances, and saintly mira-
cles. A chapter on Sufi poetry demonstrates Sirjant’s distinctive literary
sensitivity.

K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad falls within a tradition of specialized Sufi
handbooks and hagiographies that were written between the second half
of the 4th/10th century and the end of the 5th/11th century. These works
offer a carefully delineated and coherent tradition of learning, piety, and
mysticism. Khurasan gave rise to many of these Sufi works, including
K. al-Luma“ fi [-tasawwuf (Book of Flashes on Sufism) of Aba Nasr al-
Sarraj (d. 378/988), Tabagat al-sufiyya (Generations of the Sufis) and nu-
merous other treatises of Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami (d. 412/1021),
Tahdhib al-asrar (Refining the Secrets) of al-Khargushi (d. ca. 407/1016),
al-Risala al-Qushayriyya (Al-QushayrT's Epistle on Sufism) of Abu 1-Qasim
al-Qushayri (d. 465/1072), and Salwat al-‘arifin wa-uns al-mushtagin (The
Comfort of Those Knowing God and the Intimacy of Those Longing for
God) of Abu Khalaf al-Tabari (d. 470/1077). All of these authors were ac-
tive in Nishapr, except for Sarraj who lived in Tais. One can add to this
list K. al-Ta‘arruf li-madhhab ahl al-tasawwuf (Introducing the Way of the
People of Sufism) of Abu Bakr al-Kalabadhi (d. 380/990 or 385/995), ac-
tive in Bukhara, Qut al-qulib (The Sustenance of Hearts) of Abu Talib
al-Makki (d. 386/996), active in Basra and Baghdad, Hilyat al-awliya’
wa-tabaqat al-asfiya’ (The Ornament of God’s Friends and Generations of
the Pure Ones) of Abt Nu‘aym al-Isbahani (d. 430/1038), active in
Isbahan but visited Nishapur, Iraq, and Hijaz, Kashf al-muhjiub
(Uncovering the Veiled) of al-Hujwiri (d. ca. 467/1075), originally from
Ghazna but died in Lahore, and Tabagat al-sufiyya (Generations of the
Sufis) of ‘Abdallah al-Ansari (d. 481/1089), active in Herat. Sirjani, the au-
thor of K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad, however, was active in the city of Sirjan in
the province of Kirman, thus providing a valuable addition to our knowl-
edge of the spread of Sufism outside Khurasan in the 5th/uth century.



© oI o

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

MS Landberg 64, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library of Yale
University, 1r

MS Landberg 64, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library of Yale
University, 1v-2r

MS Landberg 64, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library of Yale
University, 187v-188r

MS Landberg 64, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library of Yale
University, 188v-189r

MS Kitabkhanay-i Ayat Allah Marashi Najafi 117, 1v-2r

MS Kitabkhanay-i Ayat Allah Marashi Najafi 117, 2v-3r

MS Kitabkhanay-i Ayat Allah Mar‘ashi Najafi 117, 143v-144r

MS British Library Board Or 12632, 5r

MS British Library Board Or 12632, 243v






INTRODUCTION

1. ABU L-HASAN ‘ALI B. AL-HASAN AL-KIRMANT AL-SIRJANT,
His LIFE AND LEGACY!

The name of the author of K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad, as it appears in the
colophons of two of the manuscripts? upon which the text is based, is Aba
l-Hasan ‘Ali b. al-Hasan? al-Sirjani.# Very little is recorded about Sirjani’s
(or Sirajant’s) life and works.> Save for some references, there is no clear
indication as to the direction of his scholarly pursuits or his teachers in

! Where the spelling of Arabic and Persian terms or place names is included in English
dictionaries, we have generally adopted standard American usage. EI” stands for the new
edition of The Encyclopedia of Islam, ed. H.A.R. Gibb et al. (Leiden: Brill, 1960-2002), and
Elran for the Encyclopedia Iranica, ed. E. Yarshater (New York: Columbia University Cen-
ter for Iranian Studies, 1985-ongoing).

2 The manuscripts have the identifying numbers: MS Landberg 64 found in the Bei-
necke Rare Book and Manuscript Library of Yale University, and 117 in the manuscript
collection of Vaqf-i Kitabkhanay-i ‘Umimi- Hagrat-i Ayat Allah al-Uzma Mar‘ashi in
Qumm, Iran. Detailed descriptions of the manuscripts will be given below.

8 He is ‘Ali b. al-Hasan in: Hajji Khalifa, Kashf al-zunan ‘an asami al-kutub wa-l-funin
(Istanbul, Ma‘arif, 1941-1943), 2: 98; Ansari Harawi, Tabaqat al-sufiyya, ed. Muhammad Sur-
var Mawla’1 (Tehran: Intisharat Tas, 1362 [1983]), 547; Abu Ruh Lutfallah b. Abi Sa‘d
al-Mayhani, Halat wa-sukhanan Abu Sa‘id Abu [-Khayr, ed. Muhammad Rida Shafii
Kadkani (Tehran: Sukhan, 1376), 88-89; Abai Tahir Ahmad b. Muhammad, Mu jam al-safar,
ed. ‘Abdallah ‘Umar al-Barudi (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1993), 159; and Muhammad b. al-
Munawwar al-Mayhani, Asrar al-tawhid fi maqamat al-Shaykh Abt Sa‘id, ed. Dhabihullah
Hanna (Tehran: Mu’assasat Matbu‘ati, 1332 [1953]), 353. The variant ‘Ali b. al-Husayn is in
Hujwirl’s Kashf al-mahjib, ed. Mahmud ‘Abidi (Tehran: Soroush Press, 2009), 262, and in
Isma‘il Basha al-Baghdadi, Hadiyyat al-‘arifin (Istanbul: Ma‘arif, 1951), 692.

4 Sirjani, the author of K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad, shares a similar name or nisba with a
number of Sufi personalities of his time. The closest to our author is Aba I-Hasan ‘Ali b.
al-Hasan b. Salmuwayh al-Naysabuu1 al-Safi al-Tajir (d. 478/1085), one of the disciples of
Abu I-Qasim al-Qushayri, see al-Sam‘ani, al-Ansab, ed. ‘Abdallah ‘Umar al-Baradi (Beirut:
Dar al-Jinan, 1988), 3: 281; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, ed. ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam Tadmuri
(Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, 1407/1987-1421/2000), (yrs. 471-480): 240. See also al-Hafiz
Abu |-Hasan al-Farisi, al-Mukhtasar min Kitab al-Siyaq li-tarikh Naysabur, ed. Muhammad
Kazim al-Mahmudi (Tehran: Mirath-i Maktub, 2005), #2135. Also bearing a similar name is
Abu ‘Ali al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Abdallah b. al-Fadl b. Ghalib al-Kirman1
al-Shirjani al-Safi (d. 495/1101), a muhaddith who traveled to Fars, then Syria, and died in
Baghdad, see al-Safadi, al-Wafi bi-l-wafayat (Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1962-2010),
12: 215 and the sources listed there.

5 A short article about K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad in Persian presents several statements
from primary sources about Sirjani and his book, see Mohsen Parmokhtar, “Bayad
wa-sawad-i” Sirjan1,” Nameh Baharestan 11-12 (1386), 223-232.
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either the general Islamic sciences, such as the Qur’an, hadith, language
or literature, or, more specifically, his orientation to the Sufi way. He was
a native of the city of Sirjan (or Sirajan)® in the province of Kirman? and
was considered one of its most notable Sufis by his contemporaries and
later Sufi historians alike. His contemporary al-Hujwiri (d. ca. 467/1075)
deems him “the wandering devotee (sayyah) of his age” in his Kashf
al-mahjub,® while Muhammad b. al-Munawwar (d. 598/1202), the author
of Asrar al-tawhid fi maqamat al-shaykh Abi Sa‘id, opines that Sirjani was
one of the three most notable Sufis of his age.® The sources do not provide
a definite date of death for Sirjani, although it must have occurred in the
second half of the fifth/eleventh century. Hadiyyat al-‘arifin states that he
died around 470/1077.1° Kashf al-mahjib refers to Sirjani as having died

6 Sirjan, according to Yaqut al-Hamaw1's Mujam al-buldan, was one of the largest cit-
ies of Kirman. It was also the province’s most prominent city in science and knowledge,
and its “most beautiful;” see Yaqat al-Hamaw1, Mujam al-buldan (Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1955-
1957), 3: 295. S1rjan, situated around five miles to the east of the modern city of Sa‘idabad,
was the capital city of Kirman during the first three centuries of Islam. It became the
administrative capital of the province in Bayid times (4th/10th century). Yet, despite the
transfer of Kirman'’s capital to Bardsir by the Bityid governor Ibn Ilyas, Sirjan continued to
flourish due to its important position on the Shiraz-Kirman route and on the north-south
route to Hormuz and the Gulf coast; see C.E. Bosworth, “al-Siradjan,” in EI?, 9: 667, and
C.E. Bosworth, “Kirman,” in EI?, 5: 150.

7 Kirman was a province with highly populated cities situated between Makran to the
east, Fars to the west, Khurasan to the north, and the Persian Gulf to the south. Its varied
topography was rich with fertile districts and cultivated areas. According to Yaqut
al-Hamawi, Kirman’s inhabitants were virtuous Muslims upholding the Sunna, ahluha
akhyarun, ahlu sunnatin wa-jama‘atin wa-khayrin wa-salah; see Yaqut al-Hamawi, Mu jam
al-buldan, 4: 454. Kirman came under Saljaq control during the middle of the 5th/uth
century. “In the reign of Arslan Shah b. Kirman Shah, the ulama’ are alleged to have come
to Kirman from far and wide. His son, Muhammad, gave pensions to the fugaha’. .. Some
of the officials and amirs of the Saljigs were also builders and patrons of the religious
classes.” C.E. Bosworth, “Kirman,” in EI?, 5: 158-9, for the full article on “Kirman” see 5:147-
166.

8 The other two were ‘Ali al-Khabbaz of Marw and Abu Sa‘id b. Abi l-Khayr
(d. 440/1049), the grandfather of Ibn Munawwar to whose legacy the Asrar al-tawhid is
dedicated. Al-Jullabi al-Hujwir, The Kashf al-mahjib; the Oldest Persian Treatise on Sufism,
tr. RA. Nicholson (London: Luzac and Company, 1976), 173. For the Persian text, see Kashf
al-mahjub, 262.

9 Muhammad b. al-Munawwar, Asrar al-tawhid, 353.

10 Baghdadi, Hadiyyat al-‘arifin, 1: 692. The name given in this source is ‘Ali b. al-Husayn
(not al-Hasan) al-Kirmani al-Safi. Except for providing an approximate date of death, the
entry for ‘Al b. al-Husayn is identical to the entry for ‘Ali b. al-Hasan, our author, which is
found in Kashf al-zunun.
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before its compilation,! which took place between 465/1072 and 469/1077
according to Nicholson.!?

Sirjani was a disciple of Abu Isma‘ill Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hamza
al-Sufl, nicknamed Shaykh ‘Ammau (d. 441/1049),'® a destination to many
aspiring Sufis to whom he transmitted the stories of earlier Sufis. Shaykh
‘Ammu was also known to have lived in service of the Sufis and that
earned him the title khadim Khurasan.'* Sirjani remained a Sufi disciple
of Shaykh ‘Ammu throughout the latter’s life and assumed guidance of
his own Sufi disciples only after his death. Faithful to his master’s ex-
ample, Sirjani took on the practice of serving the community of Sufis at
his ribat in Sirjan located either at or near the shrine of Shah b. Shuja“
al-Kirmani (d. 270/883-4).

Sirjani may have been a man of comfortable means, which allowed
him to devote attention to and serve Sufis. By profession, he was a drug-
gist and possibly used the proceeds of his work for the betterment of his
community. He also appears to have been commissioned to manage the
religious endowments (awqgayf) of the city, including his ribat.!’s Sirjani’s
comfortable means may have also instigated contention with rival Sufis
in Kirman who cast doubt upon his Sufi credentials.!6

There is little information about the men who sought Sirjant’s guid-
ance and the extent to which he exercised a controlled training role
rather than an educating role over his disciples. A certain Aba ‘Adnan
‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Salih b. al-Muzaffar al-Ashtari in Nihawand says: “I trav-
eled to “‘Ali b. al-Hasan Sirjani in Kirman and dwelled in his [Sufi] lodge

' Hujwiri, Kashf al-mahjub, 262.

12 See R. A. Nicholson’s introduction to: Al-Hujwiri, The Kashf al-mahjub, xi. See also
G. Bowering, “Hojviri, Abu’l-Hasan ‘Ali,” in EIran (online) and Hidayet Hosain, “Hudjwir1,”
in EI?, 3: 546a-546b.

13 Shaykh ‘Ammu is a well-traveled master who was a disciple of Abu l-‘Abbas Ahmad
b. Muhammad al-Nihawandi (d. 370/980-1), a pupil of Ja‘far al-Khuldi (d. 348/959) and
companion of Aba Bakr al-Shibli (d. 334/945). He was called “Ammu” because Nihawandi
gave him authority over his other disciples by designating him as their “uncle.” See Fritz
Meier, Abu Sa‘td-i Abu [-Hayr: Wirklichkeit und Legende (Tehran: Bibliotheque Pahlavi,
1976), 444. )

14 Jami, Nafahat al-uns min hadarat al-quds, ed. Mahmud ‘Abid1 (Tehran: Ittila‘at,
1373), 349

15 See ‘Abdallah Ansari, Tabaqat al-sufiyya, 547.

16 Ansari reports that a dispute arose between Sirjani and a certain Khalil Khazin who
condemns Sirjani for spending a good portion of the day, (from daybreak to breakfast
time!) pleasurably consuming food, drink and medications, while Khazin spends that time
searching for something to eat. See ‘Abdallah Ansari, Tabagat al-sufiyya, 547, see also 539.
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(ribat).r” I did not speak out of modesty, but I spoke one day and he
laughed. He said ‘I thought he was a mute.” Then I copied the K. al-
Sawad wa-l-bayad written by him in twelve days and studied it with
him.”8 This account seems to suggest that Sirjani acted as an educating
rather than as a training master to Ashtarl. His encounter with Sirjani
probably composed a single station of his academic pursuits. This does
not necessarily imply that Sirjani did not have close disciples who were
strictly guided by him, as it would seem acceptable to assume that Sirjani
fulfilled this role since he himself had undergone this kind of training
with Shaykh ‘Ammaua. Furthermore, his wasiyya at the end of the book
hints at prescribed practices as he advises novices of the necessity of re-
citing litanies (awrad) whether or not in travel, and in a constant manner
throughout the night. Ahmet Karamustapha notes that this developing
sheikh-aspirant relationship witnessed in the fourth/tenth and fifth/elev-
enth centuries reflects a general mode of patron-client relationships that
permeated the social fabric of the Muslim world of those centuries in
addition to the proliferation of madrasas in the fifth/eleventh century.!®
He also contends that the development of the sheikh-murid relation-
ship in Khurasan and Transoxiana “was linked with the blending of Sufis
with Malamatis2? and the hakims,?! indigenous trends that had already
developed strong traditions of disciplining and training the lower self.”?2

17 For the term ribat, see Nasser Rabbat, “Ribat,” in EI?, 8: 493b-506b. See also G. Bower-
ing and M. Melvin-Koushki, “Khanaqah,” in EIran (online).

18 Silafi, Mujam al-safar, 159.

19 Ahmet T. Karamustafa, Sufism: The Formative Period (Cairo: The American Univer-
sity of Cairo Press, 2007), 120.

20 Malamatiyya, or the path of blame, is a mystical tradition of piety that developed in
Nishapar in the late 3rd/gth century. Its distinguishing characteristic is that all outward
appearance of piety or religiosity is ostentation and that one should constantly be suspi-
cious of the lower self (nafs). For the doctrine and history of this tradition, see Karamus-
tafa, Sufism: The Formative Period, 48-51; Frederick de Jong, Hamid Algar, Colin Imber,
“Malamatiyya,” in EI?, 6: 223b-228b; Sarah Sviri, “Hakim Tirmidhi and the Malamati Move-
ment in Early Sufism,” in Classical Persian Sufism from Its Origins to Rumi, ed. Leonard
Lewisohn (London: Khaniqahi Nimatullahi Publications. 1993), 587-92; and Nasrallah
Parjavadi, “Manba‘ kuhan dar bab-i malamatiyan-i Nishabar,” Ma‘arif 15, no. 1-2 (1998):
3-5. See also Sulam's important treatise entitled Risalat al-Malamatiyya published as
al-Malamatiyya wa-l-sufiyya wa-ahl al-futuwwa, ed. Abu 1-‘Ala’ al-‘Afifi (Cairo: Dar Thya’
al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyya, 1364/1945); see also Usil al-malamatiyya wa-ghalatat al-sifiyya, ed.
‘Abd al-Fattah al-Fawi Mahmud (Cairo: Jami‘at al-Qahira, 1405/1985), 138-212.

21 What is intended by hakims in this context is what Karamustafa describes as a “par-
ticular social type” of a sage who “combined in his person several different areas of learn-
ing such as Hanafi jurisprudence, kalam, Qur'anic exegesis, hadith, . . . also ‘experiential,’
spiritual knowledge.” See Ahmet T. Karamustafa, Sufism: The Formative Period, 47, also 69.

22 Jbid., 120.
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Some Malamati tendencies are found in Sirjani’s wasiyya amended to
K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad, which include his preference for earning a living,
and his dislike of piety as public display. The Malamati Sufi blending
seen in Sirjani’s writings, in addition to the significance of hikma as its
underlying concept and organizational principle seem to further support
Karamustafa’s findings.

The continued legacy of Sirjani is owed largely to his K. al-Bayad wa-l-
sawad, as the manuscripts of this book show. Generations of his progeny
enjoyed respectable positions in Sirjan and partook in the copying of
the book, either to give as a gift or to make it available to those who
requested it.23

In addition to K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad, Sirjani is accredited with
authoring another work titled Siraj al-shari‘a wa-minhaj al-hagiga (The
Light of Religious Law and the Way of Truth).2* The work, according to
Hajji Khalifa, combines the knowledge of details of religious law ( im al-
furu®), with knowledge of the Sufi way (‘ilm al-haqgiga). Issues pertaining
to religious law are mentioned in the first section of this book followed
by a section on Sufi science.?5 No further information about Siraj al-
shart‘a is provided save its opening statement, “Praise be to God who
has revealed a way to the corporal’s [ performance of] obligatory duties.”26

2. K. AL-BAYAD WA-L-SAWAD

2.1. The Author’s Voice

The text of K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad collects the mystical traditions of past
eminent Sufis who are, in Sirjant’s opinion, “few in number but have great
stature with their Lord (#2).”27 It is woven into seventy-three chapters.
Each chapter focuses on a single Sufi concept or rule of conduct that is
illustrated by the dicta of Sufi masters, Qur'anic verses, Prophetic tradi-

23 Aswill be discussed below, the Qumm manuscript of the work was copied by one of
Sirjant’s great grandchildren, while the purpose of copying the Beinecke manuscript was
to invoke divine recollection of the copyist’s friend and recipient.

24 See Baghdadi, Hadiyyat al-‘arifin, 1: 692; Hajji Khalifa, Kashf al-zunin, 2: 983.

25 “iama‘a fthi bayna l-furi® wa-im al-haqiqa, dhakara awwalan masa’il al-fura®
thumma ardafaha ilm al-haqiqa.” Hajji Khalifa, Kashf al-zunun, 2: 983.

26 “al-hamdu li-llahi [-ladht awdaha li-I-mafrudat ‘ala l-abdan tarigatan,” Ibid.

27 Numbers enclosed in parentheses refer to numbers of paragraphs in the text of
K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad.
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tions, in addition to other sources of wisdom literature2® and poetry selec-
tions. Throughout, Sirjani’s voice remains veiled behind this vast network
of utterances. Collectively, these utterances draw a picture of spirituality
and a self-effacing quest for an all-encompassing Divine Reality. As
author, Sirjan1 appears to be performing this very same self-effacing prac-
tice of the Sufis. His individual “I” as speaker, or commentator on various
dicta, recedes in favor of earlier mystics recounting their own stories and
experiences, or in favor of third-person speakers who were either wit-
nesses to these stories or later narrators of them. His creativity appears
hidden in his selection and recombination of earlier traditions into new
groups and categories. His voiced opinion is present in the introduction
of the book and in his short comments which conclude the theme of every
chapter and connect it to the theme of the next. Sometimes coupled with
a few lines of poetry, these comments draw conceptual and experiential
linkages between the various chapters of the book as will be shown.
Equally significant is Sirjan’s distinct voice in the peculiar and complex
title of his book.

In any such text, which primarily utilizes a reconfiguration of past
material, the author’s vision of what the text is, and his aim for produc-
ing it, remain paramount. Though not originally uttered by the author,
the material that is included is collated mainly to substantiate a vision
that is strictly his own. It produces a new configuration that says a new
thing and speaks distinctly of his vision of the Sufi quest and of his aim
in authoring this book. In this framework, guidance of Sufi adepts ap-
pears central to his aim where the collection of utterances concretely
demonstrates to a Sufi adept a sum of guiding pious practices. While
Sufi consciousness commands a total absorption in God’s recollection
(dhikr), Sirjani contends that such an elevated level of consciousness will
be reached when an adept totally absorbs himself in the recollection of
the pious conduct of eminent past Sufis.

The short introduction to K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad is one of the few
places where Sirjani’s voice as author is detected, evident when he clear-
ly spells out his purpose and methodology. He says (#1-3):

28 For a comprehensive study on wisdom literature in the Arabo-Islamic tradition, see
Dimitri Gutas, “Classical Arabic Wisdom Literature: Nature and Scope,” Journal of the
American Oriental Society 101 (1981), 49-86 and the sources listed there. See also Franz
Rosenthal, Knowledge Triumphant: The Concept of Knowledge in Medieval Islam (Leiden:
Brill, 2006), 35-51; Hikmet Yaman, Prophetic Niche in the Virtuous City, The Concept of Hik-
mah in Early Islamic Thought (Leiden: Brill, 2011).
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This book puts together chapters on wisdom sayings uttered by a group of
people who are few in number but are of great stature and importance to
God. They are the eminent Sufis who exist with God in the condition of
spirits but who walk among His creatures in phantomlike bodies. They have
devoted themselves to His remembrance every night and morning and
adhered to the Book of God, may He be exalted, outwardly and inwardly,
and in thought and heart. They followed the traditions of the Prophet, peace
be upon him, in speech, deeds, decorum and morality. I collected these
wisdom sayings in love for the predecessors, in service to successors and in
need to view and accompany them in this world and after. May God accom-
plish this mission in me and never deprive me of its meaning for God is the
Lord and Master. The chains of transmission have been omitted because
the authenticity of the maxims and their narration derive from their being
present and accepted. Every person who comprehends the maxims’ mean-
ings will receive good fortune, whereas one whose understanding is inca-
pable of reaching these meanings is in grave danger. It is incumbent upon
one who does not comprehend the Sufis’ speech not to accept it because
that will lead him astray, nor to refuse it because that will lead him to
ignorance. Acceptance generates failure while rejection generates falsity.
This is because the ignorant who claims knowledge will reach false judg-
ments based on outward appearances while the understanding of the feeble
knower does not enable him to comprehend the maxims, so he judges those
who utter them to be heretics. These maxims belong to the sciences of
states, which adepts must comprehend at all times because states are con-
tinuous while actions are disconnected. Everyone who takes up the Sufi
path must know the Sufis’ actions, states, morals and conduct at night and
day and in every interval so that he performs his due tasks until he is
brought to the knowledge which is only bestowed on the Sufis. When this
knowledge is reached, the minds that hear it are perplexed, the hearts that
dwell in it find comfort, and the spirits of those who have knowledge are
satiated.

This introduction leads to several conclusions. Foremost is Sirjant’s clear
conception of the audience of his book, which he divides into three
groups, the first two of which are different kinds of Sufi adepts. The first is
the group of adepts (al-muridian) who have the capacity to comprehend
the utterances of Sufis and, consequently, are deserving of great fortunes.
These adepts are the main audience of his book. Their understanding of
past Sufi experience is an indispensable component of their quest with-
out which it would be void. He differentiates this group from the second
group of adepts, constituted of individuals who emulate Sufi conduct but
do not comprehend its science. The conduct of these individuals leads
them astray because their inner knowledge is incompatible with their
outer conduct. Their outer conduct wrongly substantiates their inade-
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quate inner reality and renders their conduct false (batil). The third group
consists of those who have the capacity to comprehend the Sufi dicta, but
do so only to refute the Sufi way. In his opinion, any understanding that
leads to refutation is, by definition, improper and inadequate as it could
not rise to a true comprehension of the quest, which could only be
attained experientially. In all, Sirjani believes that he authored this book
as an act of love for his “pious predecessors,” the earlier Sufis, and as a
service to his “successors,” presumably the initiates who are under his
guidance.

In addition to anecdotes of the scrupulousness and conduct of the
early Sufi masters, each chapter contains multiple definitions of Sufi con-
cepts delineating entries that are of a strict lexical nature. These defini-
tions are often strung together in an uninterrupted formula of “qala . . .
gila . ..” all expounding on the single concept that is the topic of each
individual chapter. The following passage from the chapter on ma‘rifa
demonstrates this (#131-132):

Abu Bakr al-Siddiq, may God be pleased with him, said: Exalted is He who
has made the path to have gnosis of Him an inability to having this gnosis.
Abu Sa‘d al-Kharraz said: Gnosis springs from the spring of [Divine] grace
and exerting oneself [for the sake of God]. Ahmad b. ‘Ata’ said: Gnosis is of
two kinds, gnosis of Truth, and gnosis of the Ultimate Truth. The gnosis of
Truth is gnosis of His Oneness as He manifested it to humanity through
names and attributes; gnosis of the Ultimate Truth is unreachable due to
the unattainability of His everlastingness and the affectation of His lordship
as He said: They cannot encompass Him in knowledge (Qur’an 2o: 110).
Yahya b. Mu‘adh said: The greatest proof for His lordship is that He made
everything dependent on Him.

Carl Ernst notes that this language is different from other types of lan-
guages and considers it a subgenre of mystical writing within the context
of teaching of Sufi novices. “The Sufi lexicons,” he says, “have the appear-
ance of the standard academic dictionaries that proliferated in all the
fields of Arab-Islamic scholarship, yet the Sufis distinguished themselves
from other lexicographers by consistently referring their technical terms
to a manifold range of mystical experiences. Most of the early Sufi lexi-
cons, written between the tenth and thirteenth centuries CE, are designed
for novices in the Sufi path, and amount to maps of the internal topogra-
phy of Sufism. The mystical language of the Sufi lexicons expresses a wide
range of experiences, not propositions, and it presupposes the authority
of the master-disciple relationship as the basis for the intended experi-
ences of transcendence. It is the special context of this teaching relation-
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ship that gives these Sufi lexicons importance for the concept of mystical
language.”?®

Sirjan1’s eminent Sufis (akabir al-sifiyya) whose legacy is exemplified
in this work lived between the second/eighth and the fourth/tenth cen-
turies. Their elevated spiritual position arises from their proximity to the
Divine Essence which grants them a privileged knowledge of God. It also
grants them a quasi-historical position that makes them a link between
“successors” and “predecessors,” namely between the following genera-
tions of Sufis and the earlier ones, the earliest of whom is the Prophet. In
this claim, Sirjani does not deviate from the general Sufi conviction of his
day that the Sufis are the spiritual heirs of the Prophet and that they fol-
low his spiritual example in word, deed, morality and temperament.
According to Sirjani, they are guided by the Prophet’s tradition (sunan)
and exist only in the condition of spirits. They have a mere semblance to
physical existence with ‘phantomlike’ bodies. Upholding the Qur’an in-
wardly and outwardly, in mind and in the heart, they are in constant re-
membrance of their Lord.

It is this state of existence to which K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad aims to
guide a Sufi adept. Such state is reached by proper comprehension not by
mere emulation of the devotional practices of the early mystics. It is a
process of internalization in which the adept’s awareness of the past tra-
dition is continuous, unlike his performance of acts of worship that can
only be accomplished in intervals. As such, past Sufi dicta or conduct,
though merely enumerated by Sirjani, do rise to the level of “science”
when they are properly approached and understood by an adept. In
Sirjani’s terms, it is “the science of the Sufi states” (‘ulim al-ahwal) whose
knowledge is indispensable to any adept. Sirjan1’s concern with creating
a continued awareness of tradition may have dictated a specific format
for his K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad. Here, Sufis narrate their own conduct,
convictions, and their definitions of Sufi concepts in a form devoid of any
theoretical interludes or authenticating chains of transmission that
might interrupt the narrative. According to Sirjani, the mere acceptance
and continued presence of past wisdom tradition of the Sufis is evidence
enough of its authenticity (idh kanat asanid al-hikam qabulaha wa-
riwayatuha wujiidaha #2). It is worth noting that earlier and contempo-
rary Sufi compendia were at variance concerning the inclusion of chains

29 Carl Ernst, “Mystical Language and the Teaching Context in the Early Lexicons of
Sufism,” in Mysticism and Language, ed. Steven T. Katz (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1992), 181
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of transmission within Sufi narrative. As an example, Abt Nasr al-Sarraj’s
K. al-Luma'fi [-tasawwuf, which appears to be one of the sources of K. al-
Bayad wa-l-sawad, similarly favors the omission of these chains.
However, Sarraj attributes his omission also to a preference for abbrevia-
tion.

The age of Sirjani was one that began to witness a formalization of the
training methods of Sufi adepts, a development that reflected itself in
works written during this period. Melchert’s recent study on Khargasht's
(d. ca. 407/1016) Tahdhib al-asrar illuminates this aspect by drawing a
comparison between Tahdhib al-asrar and QushayrT’s Risala. In light of
the fact that Qushayri was Sirjant’s contemporary, Melchert’s observa-
tions gain further significance here:

Qushayr1's Risala concludes with a full account of the new training program
(bab al-wasiyya li-l-muridin), with rules for such steps as the master’s assign-
ment of divine names for different novices to recite when each is ready and
according to each one’s particular need. By contrast, Khargushi, Tahdhib,
like Sarraj, Luma*, knows little of the new concern. This is a point on which
Sulami seems only somewhat advanced. On the one hand, he is careful to
point out whose disciples most of the subjects of his biographical dictionary
were, usually using the verb sakiba. On the other hand, his Adab al-suhba
is mainly about relations with fellows (ikhwan), partly with inferiors
(women, the people of the market, servants), and not relations between
master and disciple.3°

A comparable elucidation of the masters’ assignments of recitation is not
included in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad, nor is there in it an account of a train-
ing program mirroring that found in the Risala. Yet, curiously enough, a
separate wasiyya of his was inserted to the end of the text in the Beinecke
codex (see below), probably due to the inserter’s belief that it was in line
with the guiding principle of the book. Rather than technical guidance,
such as the recitation exercises described by Qushayri, the admonition
(wasiyya) of Sirjani strives to instill moral guidance through exposition of
the essentials of the way, as exemplified in the following requisites: one
must renounce concern with worldly pleasures and reject all the selfs
aspirations to wealth or rank; abandon reverence to his sheikhs (#869); be
in constant service in his community to everyone, whether revered or
meek; and be in total acceptance of their states, never objecting to or

30 Christopher Melchert, “Khargushi, Tahdhib al-asrar,” Bulletin of the School of Orien-
tal and African Studies 73 (2010), 40.
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questioning them. Inner serenity must project cheerfulness on faces and
kindness in temperament (#869).

These guidelines, pairing essentials of Sufi spirituality with accounts
of etiquette conduct between guiding masters, adepts, and peers (which
are, in part, the essence of this wasiyya) are exemplified in K. al-Bayad
wa-l-sawad by hundreds of examples in stories, dialogues, sayings, and
poetic utterances of the earlier sages. The spiritual foundations of
tasawwuf are presented first and they include unification (tawhid), mys-
tical knowledge (mafifa), faith (iman), disregard of this world (tasghir
al-dunya), repentance (tawba), renunciation (zuhd) and abstinence
(wara®). These are followed by chapters which highlight characteristics of
apostleship (sifat al-mubtad?’ fi ittiba‘ih li-dalilih) and essentials of con-
duct and manners, such as the wearing of a patched frock (libs al-
muraqqa‘a), poverty (faqr), ways of earning a living (sabil al-makasib)
and mendicancy (sw’al), hunger (ji°), the etiquettes of eating (al-akl wa-
‘adatuhum fihi), good manners (al-adab), corrupting influences of rank
or significance (afat hubb al-riyasa), Sufi companionship (suhba), the eti-
quette of gatherings and friendship (al-mujalasa wa-l-saddqa), chivalry
(futuwwa), and the gentleness and compassion of Sufi masters (rifg al-
shuyikh bi-l-ashab wa-l-shafaqa ‘alayhim).

2.2. Problematics of the Title of K. al-Bayad wa-1-Sawad

The title of Sirjani’s work, K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad min khasa’is hikam
al-ibad fina‘t al-murid wa-l-murad (The Black and White in the Words of
Wisdom by Bondsmen Describing the Seeker and the Mystic Quest), figu-
ratively captures its essence, both as a repository of mystical tradition and
as a guiding tool to the mystical path which is ascending by nature. This is
done through a symbolic use of color and a stringing of multiple concepts
that concern an “uttered” tradition of a group of believers (ibad), which
circulates in a body of hikam (wisdom sayings). These multiple concepts
include commencing and concluding sets of binary oppositions, bayad
wa-sawad (white and black) and murid wa-murad (the seeker and the
mystic quest).

“White” and “black” in the title appear to have a qualitative function
that depicts the properties of wisdom sayings and the characteristics of
the seekers and those sought. Is a moral value inherent in “white” and
“black”? Are they mere metaphors for opposites or does their juxtaposi-
tion have the added capacity of revealing or complementing one anoth-
er? By highlighting polar entities, Sirjani appears to be heightening the
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attributes of the seeker and the one sought. Would murid and murad re-
fer to fixed agents and objects of desire or do these shift depending on
different states of gnosis? If al-murid (the seeker), is a technical term de-
scribing the Sufi initiate, then would it naturally follow that al-murad
(the one sought), describes the Divine as the object of the adept’s quest?
Both active and passive participles, murid and murad derive from the
verb arada, meaning to will. The content of K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad re-
veals that the seeker in one state can become the one sought in another,
where each of these terms can refer to man and God respectively. Murid
is the adept seeker of God in the initial stages of his spiritual quest, but at
the highest stages of gnosis all will and consciousness of the self are lost.
At this stage, the willing agent, the murid, is God in reality, while the ob-
ject of His desire and attraction are the gnostics. We read in murid and
murad, as used in this title, metaphors of an ascending quest. Each stage
of this quest is defined by the level of awareness and understanding that
a seeker has of the Divine, and the seeker’s qualities would change or
shift accordingly.

2.3. Signification of Color in K. al-Bayad wa-1-Sawad

White and black in their most fundamental usage may simply refer to a
written text—a white sheet of paper with black script on it.3! Sufi tradition
often recounts stories of men who haply come across a sheet of paper that
has an illuminating statement written on it. In consequence, they
renounce their worldly life and seek a life of piety instead. Such stories
confirm the power of texts in prompting transformation within an indi-
vidual. The story of Bishr b. al-Harith al-Hafi (d. 227/842) lends an exam-
ple. He repented after coming across a piece of paper on which the name
of God was written.32 Sirjani relates a similar story recounted on the
authority of Ibn al-Anbari (d. 328/940). He describes a man who finds a
piece of paper with three lines of poetry written on it (#623):

I heard that a man left his house in search of a livelihood. He kept walking
until he became exhausted and sat in the shadow of a wall to rest. Suddenly
he saw a white tablet with black script written on it. [It said:] ‘I saw you
sitting and turning your face towards me, and I realized how sorrowful you
were. Let go of your burdens and have trust in your Lord, because it is in

81 For a preliminary study on colors in Islam and their symbolism, see A. Morabia,
“Lawn,” in EI?, 5: 698b-707b.

82 Qushayri, al-Risala al-Qushayriyya, ed. ‘Abd al-Halim Mahmuad and Mahmuad Ibn
al-Sharif (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-Haditha, 1966), 1: 48.
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the nature of ‘trust’ to ease one’s burdens.’ The man rid his ‘self of toiling
for livelihood when he realized that [his livelihood] was assured.’ The man
turned around and abandoned his seeking of livelihood. He became rich
and found satisfaction.

The imagery of color is significantly invested in the Islamic tradition.
White and black, specifically, acquired a spiritual value in both the
Qur’anic and the Prophetic traditions. In the Qur’an, white signals belief
and Godliness. Believers who are deserving of Heaven have faces that
have ‘whitened’ while those unbelievers deserving of Hell have faces that
have ‘blackened.’33 The miracle bestowed on Moses turned his wand into
aserpent and his hand white.3* Similarly, the Prophetic tradition casts the
color white as a signal of purity or of what is God-sent. From its numerous
examples, only one representative allusion suffices for our purposes. Two
white birds appear to the Prophet Muhammad in his infancy. They take
out his heart and remove two black clots from it then return it cleansed
and sealed with prophecy.35 Sufis have naturally tapped into this spiritual
imagery and symbolism. The image of the Prophet’s heart cleansed from
blackness is elaborately transported into the mystic tradition in works
such as the Hilyat al-awliya’ of Aba Nu‘aym al-Isbahani. In what he deems
“gharib,” Isbahani states the following hadith: “A good deed puts light in
the heart, beauty on the face, and strength in performing acts [of wor-
ship]; sins leave blackness in the heart, disfigurement on the face, and

83 “On the day when (some) faces will be whitened, and (some) faces will be black-
ened; and as for those whose faces have been blackened, it will be said unto them: Disbe-
lieved ye after your (profession of) belief? Then taste the punishment for that ye
disbelieved. As for those whose faces have been whitened, Lo! in the mercy of Allah they
dwell for ever.” (3:106-107) “And on the Day of Resurrection thou (Muhammad) seest those
who lied concerning Allah with their faces blackened. Is not the home of the scorners in
hell?” (39:60). Translations of the Quranic verses are taken with minor modification from
M. Pickthal, The Glorious Koran (London: G. Allen & Unwin, 1976).

34 “And he drew forth his hand (from his bosom): and lo! it was white for the behold-
ers.” (7:108) “And thrust thy hand within thine armpit, it will come forth white without
hurt. (That will be) another token.” (20:22) “And he drew forth his hand and lo! it was
white to the beholders.” (26:33) “And put thy hand into the bosom of thy robe, it will come
forth white but unhurt. (This will be one) among name tokens unto Pharaoh and his peo-
ple. Lo! they were ever evil living folk.” (27:12) “Thrust thy hand into the bosom of thy robe,
it will come forth white without hurt. And guard thy heart from fear. Then these shall be
two proofs from your Lord unto Pharaoh and his chiefs: Lo! they are evil living folk.” (28:32)

35 See Musnad Ahmad b. Hanbal (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1949), 3: 76. For a discussion of
this hadith and its different versions, see Harris Birkeland, The Legend of the Opening
(Oslo: I kommisjon hos J. Dybwad, 1955).
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weakness in performing acts [of worship].”36 Similarly, the Qur’anic
verses concerning whitened faces are further elaborated in Isbahant’s
Hilya. There the biography of Dhui I-Nan (d. 245/860) depicts him accom-
panying a black mystic who turns white when he remembers God. This
enlightened mystic concludes his experience with two lines of poetry that
show him annihilated and subsisting in the Divine as a consequence of
his remembrance.?” The same anecdote and poetry are found in the
K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad’s chapter on Remembrance and Annihilation
(bab al-dhikr wa-fana’ al-dhakir) attributed to Aba Hamza al-Khurasani
(d. 290/903) instead of Dhu I-Nun (#669).

Makki's Qut al-quliub describes the heart of a sinning servant as one
that has a black spot that cannot be erased except through repentance.
Continued hypocrisy will seal it with blackness.3® Makki approaches col-
or, however, with a fuller system that synchronizes it with various states
of permissible and impermissible acts (kalal and haram). White and
black denote halal and haram respectively, thus juridically obscure acts
such as a “yellow” act, which is closer to white than black, has a shubhat
al-halal (suspiciously permissible), whereas a “green” act, which is closer
to black than white, has a shubhat al-haram (suspiciously impermis-
sible).3° Makki’s Sufi perspective on the symbolism of color does not
transcend the subscription of white to enlightened existence, which in
effect is annihilated existence. The true mystics who are enlightened
with clear certitude have hearts that are pure, white and ephemeral, “like
a brilliant star which is in a polished mirror, it witnesses the transcended
absence (al-ghayb).”*°

We cannot see, however, in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad, a clear symbolic
system of color that synchronizes various shades with different states of
existence from a purely Sufi perspective as developed later by such Sufis
as Najm al-Din Kubra (d. 618/1226) and al-Simnani (d. 737/1336).
Understandably, K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad delineates the symbolism of
color as it existed in the Sufi tradition at the time of Sirjani.

The contrasting colors of white and black provide a convenient sym-
bolic structure that alludes to binary oppositions or opposing states of

36 Abua Nu‘aym al-Isbahani, Hilyat al-awliya’wa-tabaqat al-asfiya’ (Beirut: Dar al-Kitab
al-‘Arabi, 1967-1968), 2: 161.

37 Ibid., 9: 391.

38 Abua Talib al-Makki, Qit al-qulib, ed. ‘Abd al-Hamid Madkiir and ‘Amir al-Najjar
(Cairo: al-Hay’a al-Misriyya al-‘Amma li-1-Kitab, 3: 528-529.

39 Ibid., 4: 549-550.

40 Jbid., 2:7-8.
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existence. A Prophetic tradition in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad speaks of com-
panions who are able to transform those in their company. A virtuous
companion is like white musk that turns one white, or overcomes one
with its good scent at the very least. A blameworthy companion, on the
other hand, is like the bellows (kir). If its soot does not turn one black, it
will at the very least suffocate one with its smoke (#433). Sirjani relates
another anecdote mentioned above, concerning Abt Hamza al-
Khurasani who accompanied a black mystic. When overcome by dhikr,
this man would turn white because “true remembrance of God trans-
forms one in color and dress (#669).” Such anecdotes are meant to con-
firm, through the contrasting colors of black and white, the presence of
opposite states. In elevated states of gnosis, however, a Sufi would touch
upon a reality which transcends binary oppositions via an all-encom-
passing Divine presence. K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad describes al-Shibli (d.
334/946) undergoing a troubling self-effacing pursuit that resulted in him
overcoming any awareness of time, days and nights. He reached a state in
which the “whiteness” of days or “blackness” of nights no longer existed,
but became “lightened” (istanarat) clearly speaking allegorically of
Shibl’s own enlightened consciousness (#489). K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad
attributes another statement to Abu Yazid al-Bistami (d. 261/874-5) ex-
pounding the same concept. Qualities to a gnostic (‘arif), according to
Bistamy, are like color to water in a glass. Water does not have a color
quality of its own but takes on the appearance of color from the vessel
into which it is poured; if poured into a white vessel water would appear
white while in a black vessel it would appear black. These variations in
color are similar to the variations in states (afwal) which the gnostic un-
dergoes. The gnostic appears to command variations in his states, but
this is a mere illusion similar to the apparent variation of the color of
water in different vessels. In reality, the states of the gnostic are com-
manded by the Divine not by the gnostic himself (#143).

These examples are indicative of metaphoric and allegorical uses of
color that were already developed by Sufis by the end of the third/ninth
century. Sufis writing around the time of Sirjani, such as Qushayri,
Khargushi and Abu Khalaf al-Tabari, do not seem to invest in color imag-
ery much beyond what we find in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad. An exception
is a statement made by Hatim al-Asamm (d. 273/851-2) asserting that
various spiritual deaths are attributed to different colors. As he says:
“Whoever wants to follow our path must adopt four types of death: a
white death, that is hunger; a black death, that is to tolerate torments
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from people; a red death, that is to oppose the urges of the soul in full
sincerity; and a green death, that is to put one patch upon another over
and over again.”* In general, though, white and black, in these texts, re-
fer to presence or lack of spiritual purity. This is expressed symbolically
in either dress or complexion, which is in effect an appropriation of
Qur’anic and Prophetic traditions. More importantly, however, as vividly
seen in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad, is the association of color with annihila-
tive states. According to Annemarie Schimmel, metaphors of color in
Sufism “are not merely poetic ornaments but are indicative of a peculiar
way of thinking. The Sufis have, for instance, spoken of the experience of
the black light—the light of bewilderment: when the divine light fully ap-
pears in the mystic’s consciousness, all things disappear instead of re-
maining visible. . . . Such is the experience of fana’, a blackout of
everything until the mystic perceives that this blackness is ‘in reality the
very light of the Absolute-as such,’ for existence in its purity is invisible
and appears as nothing.”+2

In conclusion, white and black, as juxtaposed in the title of Sirjani’s
work, refer mainly to clarity. They refer to a text whose content affirms
clarity through contrast and complementarity; the quality of one color,
or concept, aids in the definition or understanding of its opposite, a virtu-
ous path in contrast to a non-virtuous one. We should not, however, dis-
miss the complexity that this lexical juxtaposition infers. The varying and
shifting significations of bayad and sawad, murid and murad are indica-
tive of an ascending mystical knowledge and comprehension that cannot
be achieved except through a strict experiential process of ascension. It
is in this spirit that we believe Sirjani’s book is essentially written, name-
ly as a tool of guidance to novices aspiring to ascend the Sufi path as the
following study of the book’s content and construction will demonstrate.

2.4. Hikma as a Guiding and Transforming Agent

The term hikma is an epistemological concept that covers a wide range of
meanings and depicts knowledge, both human and divine. Hikma in pre-
Islamic times referred to wisdom which was exemplified by the sages
(hukama’ al-‘arab) and Arabic gnomic literatures (hikamiyyat) of which

41 Qushayri, al-Risala al-Qushayriyya, 1: 64. Translation taken from Alexander D.
Knysh, Al-Qushayri’s Epistle on Sufism (Reading, U.K.: Garnet Publishing, 2007), 37.

42 Annemarie Schimmel, Mystical Dimensions of Islam (Chapel Hill: The University of
North Carolina Press, 1978), 144. On black light, see Firoozeh Papan-Matin, Beyond Death,
the Mystical Teachings of ‘Ayn al-Qudat al-Hamadhant (Leiden: Brill, 2010), 169.
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the wisdom of Lugman stands out prominently.*3 In the Qur’an, hikma is
mentioned twenty times, and in half of these instances refers to divine
revelation in books and Prophetic tradition.4 It is also a method of calling
to the way of God as evidenced in the verse “Call to the way of your Lord
with hikma and good admonition, and argue with them in the best way
(16: 125).”#> The Qur'anic concept of hikma as a divine gift of knowledge
and wisdom given only to the chosen few was widely attested in Sufi
sources. Sufis add a practical component to this epistemological compo-
nent of hikma as they assert that it accompanies sincere acts of worship
and scrupulousness.

Dimitri Gutas has traced the historical development of the term hikma
to pre- and post-Qur’anic contexts. He explores hikma’s meanings and
sources, as well as its function and embodiment in Arabic literature
briefly touching on mystical collections within the genre of wisdom lit-
erature.*6 “Sufi literature is by its very nature replete with maxims and
anecdotes: terse and paradoxical sayings are the major means of com-
munication of Sufi ideas. As early as the beginning of the second century
the sayings of al-Hasan al-Basr1 (d. 110/728) gave impetus to a more intro-
spective, ascetic, and pious way of life.”4” As he describes it, the pre-
Islamic context of hikma refers to pronouncements and maxims, which
derive from past experiences and reflect admonitions for proper con-
duct.*® One who has the capacity to benefit from one’s own or from
others’ past experiences, and is able to act accordingly, is called a hakim.
“A hakim was also the person who could utter such pronouncements.”#°

The concept of hikma is the theme of the first of the seventy-three
chapters that comprise this book. In this chapter, Sirjani expands on the
theoretical underpinnings of the introduction of the book, which stated
that inner wisdom manifests itself in temperament and action, and that

43 See Hikmet Yaman, Prophetic Niche in the Virtuous City, 10.

44 Ibid., 47.

45 Jbid., 58-9. Yaman further addresses the meanings of hikma in the Quran as it
relates with other verbs used with it that refer to something given, sent or revealed; it is
something to be practiced or revealed. For a full analysis of these relations see Ibid., 97-8.

46 Dimitri Gutas, “Classical Arabic Wisdom Literature,” 60. With respect to Sufism,
Gutas includes Sahl al-TustarT’s (d. 283/896) Risala fi [-hikam wa-I-tasawwuf and Ibn ‘Ata’
Allah al-Sakandari al-Shadhili’s (d. 709/1309) al-Hikam al-‘Ata’iyya.

47 Tbid.

48 Ibid., 52.

49 For both a pre-Quranic and a post-Quranic hakim, speech includes “dignified
silence,” where a hakim is one who “speaks only when necessary;” Gutas adds that a pre-
Qur’anic hakim “heeds or utters maxims based on experience” while a Muslim hakim is a
storehouse of maxims based on the Qur’an. See Ibid.
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the eminent Sufis have perfected this pairing. Their wisdom and righ-
teous deeds combined earn the Sufis Divine gifts, and their stories com-
pound a body of amthal (exempla), as the Qur'an states: “As for these
similitudes, We coin them for mankind, but none will grasp their mean-
ing save the wise” (Qur’an 29: 43). Inspiring as they are, these amthal, as
Sellheim notes, share three essential characteristics, namely comparison,
brevity, and familiarity. At their base lies experience which contains
hikma,®° and “by their use facts can be stated pointedly and intelligibly in
an indirect way (kinaya) . . . by making use of amthal it becomes possible
to communicate matters that it would be difficult to communicate in a
more straightforward way.”>!

This chapter, like all other chapters of the book, has a tripartite struc-
ture. It first begins with relevant Qur’anic verses coupled with a short
exegetical section, as well as Prophetic traditions, then sets forth various
dicta on the theme of the chapter, in this case Aikma, and ends with a
short concluding note that leads to the theme of the next chapter.

The concept of hikma is introduced within a Qur'anic context as a gift
from God granted to whomever He chooses: “He giveth wisdom unto
whom He will, and he unto whom wisdom is given, he truly hath received
abundant good” (Qur’an 2:269). Sirjani further deduces from two
Prophetic traditions that hikma is a gift granted to those deserving of it
by their renunciation of worldly concerns (zuhd). The first reads: “God
will have wisdom dwell in the heart of one who renounces this worldly
existence, and God will have him speak of that wisdom,”>2 while the sec-
ond one has it thus: “I have brought down rain on everyone who has re-
nounced his worldly existence; out of that rain sprouts that which affixes
wisdom into his heart.”>® These two traditions as presented by Sirjani
evidence an ascetic component added to hikma, which, once granted,
commands speech.5*

50 “Practical commonsense” in Sellheim’s definition. See R. Sellheim, “Mathal,” in EI?,
6: 816a.

51 Ibid.

52 man zahida fi l-dunya askana llahu [-hikma galbah wa-antaqa biha lisanah.

53 ma zahida ‘abdun fi-l-dunya illa amtartu lahu mataran fa-anbattu bihi nabatan ath-
battu l-hikmata fi galbih wa-antaqtu biha lisanah.

54 None of these traditions are included in the Sakihs but variations of them survive in
various sources attributed to the Prophet or others. For example, see Qushayri, al-Risala
al-Qushayriyya, 1: 243; Makki, Qut al-qulub, 2: 259; Abt Nu‘aym al-Isbahani, Hilyat
al-awliya’, 3: 191, 6: 389; al-Shaykh al-Tabarsi, Makarim al-akhlag (Qumm: Manshurat
al-Sharif al-Radl, 1972), 463.
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The appropriation of these Prophetic traditions within the theoretical
body of Sufi thought appears to have taken place in the earlier stages of
its formation. Here, Aikma and mathal appear to play the same function
of providing a guiding example through a concise narrative that exempli-
fies an organic pairing of knowledge and experience, translated in mysti-
cal terms to gnosis and righteous acts of worship and proper conduct.
Thus, ilm or hikma leads to ‘amal and vise versa as one can infer from
numerous statements in the chapter on hikma in K. al-Bayad wa-I-
sawad.5® Qushayri hints at a similar observation through the words of
Abu ‘Uthman al-Hir1 (d. 298/910) deeming hikma that type of mystical
knowledge, ‘ulim al-gawm, which a Sufi adept hears and acts upon
throughout his life, and transmits for the benefit of others. If it is not
acted upon, then what he hears becomes a mere story (hikaya) remem-
bered for a few days and then forgotten.>¢

K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad speaks of an internal metamorphosis or en-
lightenment which results in the possession of 4ikma or wisdom. Though
this metamorphosis requires obligatory and superogatory deeds and spir-
itual practice, it is not necessarily guaranteed by them. Additionally,
K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad provides several stories that demonstrate the

55 The same can be inferred from the chapter on Aikma in Abt Khalaf al-TabarT's Sal-
wat al-arifin entitled “bab fi bayan al-hikma wa-l-maw‘iza wa-haqa’iq al-ahwal.” This
cause-effect relation between hikma and ‘amal is exemplified in a Prophetic tradition
which reads:

“Every believer who sincerely worshipped Me for forty days will have wisdom spring
out of his heart and on his tongue.” (ma min ‘abdin yukhlis al-ibada li-llah arba‘ina
yawman illa zaharat yanabi‘ al-hikma min qalbih ‘ala lisanih).

This hadith is attributed in various adab, hadith and Sufi sources to the Prophet or other
Sufi personalities with minor variations replacing ‘abada (to worship) with zahida (to
renounce the world) or akhlasa [-‘amal (worshiped sincerely), see Ibn Qutayba, ‘Uyun
al-akhbar (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya, 1925-1930), 1: 199; Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi, al-Tqd
al-farid (Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, 1965), 2: 116; Makki, Qut al-qulub, 2: 487, 4: 527; Abu
Nu‘aym al-Isbahani, Hilyat al-awliya’, 5: 189, 10: 70; Qushayri, al-Risala al-Qushayriyya,
2: 362; al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-ummal (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala, 1989), 3: 24, 208-
209 (#5271, 6193); Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Lisan al-mizan (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-A‘lami,
1971), 4: 70; Ibn Abi Shayba, al-Musannaf; ed. Sa‘id al-Lahham (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1989),
8:132; al-Suyuti, al-Jami‘al-saghir (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1981), 2: 560 (#8361).
56 This is based on Abt ‘Uthman al-HurT’s statement:

al-murid idha sami‘a shay’an min ‘ulim al-qawm fa-‘amila bihi sara hikmatan fi qal-
bih ila akhir ‘umurih yantafi‘u bihi, wa-law takallama bihi intafa‘a bihi man sami‘ahu,
wa-man sami‘a shay’an min ‘ulimihim wa-lam ya‘mal bihi kana hikayatan yahfazuha
ayyaman thumma yansaha.

See Qushayr, al-Risala al-Qushayriyya, 2: 353-354.
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power of texts in prompting such transformations. For example, Sirjani
(#623) describes a man who left his house in search of a livelihood. He
kept walking until he became exhausted and sat in the shadow of a wall
to rest. Suddenly he saw a white tablet with black script written on it. It
had three lines of poetry which read: I saw you sitting and turning your
face towards me, and I realized how sorrowful you were. Let go of your
burdens and have trust in your Lord, because it is in the nature of ‘trust’
to ease one’s burdens.’ The man rid his ‘self of toiling for livelihood when
he realized that [his livelihood] was assured.” He turned around and
abandoned his quest for livelihood. He became rich and found satisfac-
tion.

More representative is the story of Mansur b. ‘Ammar (#8) who found
a piece of paper with the basmala written on it. Unable to find a suitable
place to put it in he ate it. The text of the basmala here is not symboli-
cally internalized, it is literally consumed. Ibn ‘Ammar received in a
dream the reward of having the door of wisdom (hikma) open to him.
Sirjani adds that Ibn ‘Ammar spoke of hikma in consequence. Hikma
speaks in different ‘tongues,’ i.e., languages, to different individuals de-
pending on the different Sufi states they are in. According to Ibn ‘Ammar,
it speaks to the hearts of gnostics (al-‘arifun) with the tongue of accep-
tance (tasdig), to the hearts of ascetics (al-zahidin), with the tongue of
preference (tafdil), to the hearts of believers (al-‘abidun), with the tongue
of success (tawfiq), to the hearts of adepts (al-muridin), with the tongue
of thoughtfulness (tafakkur), and to the hearts of the knowledgeable (al-
‘ulama’), with the tongue of remembrance (tadhkir). Undoubtedly, all
groups listed represent different levels of renunciants. All possess hikma,
but each group manifests its own form of hikma, or its own inner mysti-
cal wisdom, in different modes of “speech.” We must infer in his usage of
“speech” here more than the spoken word. Speech is also an outward
manifestation in action, temperament and disposition of a reality that is
held within.

The varied dicta that are uttered by earlier Sufis on the concept of
hikma draw in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad a collective picture which presents
hikma as implanted in the heart through scrupulousness and the denying
of nafs of its carnal desires (#5), through silence and introspection (al-
samt wa-l-tafakkur #7), and through restrictions on food and sleep (gillat
al-akl wa-l-nawm #6, 7). Hikma may be attained through the means of
renunciation (zuhd, #7, 10), truthfulness (sidq, #9), love (mahabba, #10),
and certitude (yagin, #10). Once hikma is possessed it gives its possessor
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prudence (sihhat al-nazar bi-l-‘awaqib, #7). There is no finality to receiv-
ing hikma, rather it must constantly be sought. The seat of hikma is the
heart.

In addition, Aikma must be understood not merely as the end result of
a quest, or as a divine reward, but also as a guiding principle that could
affect a true revival of the hearts. K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad refers to ‘Al1 b.
Ab1 Talib (d. 40/661) (#5): “Hearts can become weary like bodies and
must be revived with items of hikma, or unusual coinings (tara’if).” Dicta
of earlier mystics do amount to hikma in the sense of pronouncements,
or maxims, which derive from past experiences and reflect admonitions
of proper conduct.

Hikma in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad is related to other epistemological
concepts as well, such as %lm. God’s benevolence which is indicated in
the verse “Allah giveth without stint to whom He will” (Qur’an 2:212, 3:37,
24:38) is understood to mean both %lm and hikma as Sirjani records (#4).
Hikma is also esoteric knowledge (al-%ilm al-ladunt) (#12). Ibn ‘Ata’
(d. 309/921-2 or 311/923-4) differentiates between %m and hikma consid-
ering ‘i/m to be the performance of the ordinances of Islam (ahkam al-
islam wa-shara’i‘ah) and hikma the true meaning of Islam (‘ayn al-islam
wa-haqa’iquh) (#9). K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad continually highlights ordi-
nances (afkam) as preludes to acquired Aikma. Not restricted to Qur'anic
ordinances or to those prescribed by Prophetic tradition, we find ahkam
referring to Sufi ordinances and rules of conduct known as hukm al-faqir®
or hukm al-faqgr.58

In his conclusion to bab al-hikma, Sirjani reiterates his earlier proposi-
tion that those unable to comprehend the sayings of Sufis should com-
pare these saying to the Sufis’ deeds. If they are unable to perform the
Sufi deeds, then their lack of comprehension of the Sufi way is under-
standably excusable. Significantly, he concludes this chapter with epi-
thets that distinguish hakims from those who have high regard for
worldly existence, such as preachers (wu“Gz) who are unable to perform
renunciative acts of worship (#14). In this proposition, Sirjani appears not
to appease Sufi conceptions or practices with any non-Sufi orientations,
most likely denouncing careerism in religious sciences that limits itself to

57 Several examples can be drawn here. One hukm al-faqir states that a Sufi may not
commit to mendicancy but may resort to begging only in a time of extreme need, and
should neither be resolved to it, nor adhere to it in the future (#272).

58 Abu l-Husayn al-Sirawani (d. 396/1005) tells al-Shibli he would be traveling through
the desert upon hukm al-fagr, which is the exercising of well-known tawakkul in these
circumstances (#302).
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a licit knowledge of Islamic sciences or religious law. Furthermore, the
weight he places on hikma aligns with a trend that was indigenous in
Transoxiana in the fourth/tenth century when mystical thought and
practice existed more as an intrinsic part of the wisdom tradition as
Karamustafa contends.?® The spread of Sufism in that region through
Sufi handbooks such as Kalabadht's (d. 380/990 or 385/995) al-Ta‘arruf
li-madhhab ahl al-tasawwuf acknowledges this pairing of hikma-based
knowledge with legal and theological knowledge deriving from the
Qur’an and the Sunna.®° Sirjani’s conception of Aikma clearly resonates
with KalabadhT's earlier conception of 4ikma as an intrinsic component
of mystical awareness, as “having knowledge of the soul and its evils, of
the way to train the soul and to refine its traits, of the wiles of the enemy,
of the trials of this world, and of the way to guard oneself against them.”6!

2.5. The Construction of K. al-Bayad wa-1-Sawad

The first eight chapters of the book form a single introductory cluster and
present a theoretical groundwork for the definition of Sufism and Sufi
knowledge. Sirjani expands the concept of hikma in two primary ways. In
one he presents hikma as an acquired capacity that can be attained
through acts of renunciation, such as fasting, service to God through wor-
ship, and service to companions. The seeker undertakes an active process
to achieve hikma, which, once attained, becomes a judicious capacity that
allows one to evaluate correctly all things (al-hikma isaba fijami‘al-ashya’)
(#9). This state of hikma is synonymous with esoteric knowledge (al-im
al-ladunt) (#12), which is the essence of Sufism. In the following eight
chapters, Sirjani further expounds on mystical esoteric knowledge by
comparing it to outer knowledge, considering the true Sufi to be one who
possesses such knowledge. He professes God’s oneness and follows the
path of self-effacement. The following list enumerates the chapters that
belong to the first cluster of the book:

(1) The wisdom of the Sufis (bab al-hikma) (#4-15)

59 Karamustafa, Sufism: The Formative Period, 69.

60 Jhid., 7.

61 Abu Bakr al-Kalabadhi, al-Ta‘arruf li-madhhab ahl al-tasawwuf (Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-Tlmiyya, 1993), 99; Kalabadhi, The Doctrine of the Sufis, tr. Arthur J. Arberry (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), 75; Karamustafa, Sufism: The Formative Period,
71.
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(2) Spiritual struggle, Sufi morals and states (bab fi dhikr mujahadatihim
wa-akhlagihim wa-ahwalihim) (#16-44)

(3) Inner and outer knowledge (bab ittifag al-‘ilmayn wa-l-farq
baynahuma) (#45-67)

(4) The intricacies of Sufi knowledge (bab bayan ma yushkilu min ‘ulum
al-qawm ‘ala fahm al-‘ulama’) (#68-72)

(5) The meaning of “Sufism” (bab ithbat ism al-tasawwuf) (#73-80)

(6) The essence of Sufism and the purity of the Sufis (bab ma’iyyat
al-tasawwufwa-safa’ ahlih) (#81-105)

(7) Professing God’s oneness and self-effacement (bab al-tawhid wa-
ghaybat al-muwahhid) (#106-129)

(8) Knowledge of God and the true mystic (bab gawlihim fi [-ma‘rifa
wa-haqiqat al-‘arif) (#130-150)

The second cluster in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad is about mystical practice
and proper decorum in the community of mystics and thus exhibits inter-
nal evidence suggesting that this book was written as a manual to guide
aspiring adepts. The path begins with the internal transformation that
redefines and elevates the individual’s true belief through the denounce-
ment of worldly concerns, repentance and re-orientation towards the
Divine. Following the guidance of a sheikh is an essential component of
the internal and spiritual path of an adept, as well as the external path
that governs his proper decorum (adab) with his guide and companions.
Save for the last four chapters in this cluster, Sirjani concludes each chap-
ter with a comment on its theme with which he introduces the concept of
the next chapter. Read together, these comments form an instructive dis-
course that clearly lays out a road map for a novice who hopes to pursue
the Sufi path. Stripped of all related dicta by the early Sufis defining each
of the chapters’ concepts, a skeletal text on Sufi guidance purported by
Sirjani can be clearly perceived. In it, Sirjani introduces faith (iman) as
that which leads one to disregard worldly existence. Through faith, one
becomes mindful and re-orients himself to God in repentance and self-
denial. Then he draws nearer to God, but is put on a path that is full of
danger and that cannot be trodden without the proper guidance of a
sheikh. Sirjani, consequently, addresses matters of decorum that pertain
to this mystical path, such as wearing the Sufi frock (muragqa‘a), earning
a living (kasb), mendicance (su’al), as well as proper comportment with
the sheikh and companions. Below are the titles of chapters that belong to
this second cluster, with each title followed by the concluding statement
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of its chapter. This presentation highlights the conceptual connections
drawn between the chapters of this cluster:

(9) The faith and virtue of the believer (bab al-iman wa-fadilat
al-mwmin) (#151-163)

The believer has no value for this worldly existence for when he
knows it and knows of its vicious ravishing of him, he will escape
from it to God Almighty and will renounce it and its people.

(10) Disregard for this world and its people (bab tasghir al-dunya wa-
ghaflat ahliha) (#164-173)

Have you seen any person renouncing this world if he is not totally
mindful of his existence?

(11) The human mind and its achievements (bab dhikr al-‘aglwa-manaqib
al-‘ugala’) (#174-187)

A person who is mindful does not serve his enemy nor does he fol-
low his desires. Instead, he turns away from them and reorients him-
self to his Lord in repentance.

(12) Practicing repentance (bab al-tawba wa-tashmir al-ta’ib) (#188-200)
Any person who casts himself away from worldly existence through
repentance must have the scrutiny to determine the provisions he
can obtain from it. This cannot be achieved without abstinence and
self-denial.

(13) Abstinence and self-denial (bab al-wara‘wa-karamat al-mutawarri)
(#201-205)

Anyone who takes the path of abstinence and self-denial will neces-
sarily come upon renunciation.

(14) Drawing near to God through renunciation (bab al-zuhd wa-qurbat
al-zahid) (#206-214)

The path of renunciation is a narrow and difficult path that is full of
dangers. It cannot be trodden without a guide.

(15) The beginners’ qualities in following their guide (bab sifat al-mubtadi’

Sfiittiba‘ihi li-dalilik) (#215-228)

One who follows his guide with a truthful intent will receive naught
from his guide but his generosity and compassion. If his guide asks
him to wear a patched frock, then he should do so because it is the
garment of true men.

(16) Wearing the patched frock and humble dress (bab adab libs
al-muraqqa‘awa-qisar al-thawb) (#229-241)

One who wears the patched frock will open the door of his affliction.
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(17) Affliction and the courage to bear it (bab ma gila fi [-bala’
wa-rujuliyyat ahlih) (242-250)

One who tames his self with affliction will find that God lifts off him
any regard to tend to his means of subsistence, otherwise, one’s path
for acquiring livelihood is clear.

(18) Acquiring one’s livelihood and how to go about it (bab sabil
al-makasib wa-usul sunnatihim fihi) (251-263)

A Sufi said that one’s abandonment of his means of subsistence is
preferable when reliance on God is correctly established throughout
his Sufi stations.

(19) Begging for alms and its rules (bab al-suw’al wa-shar@’itih) (#264-275)
One should not be concerned with earning his livelihood or with
begging for alms unless he truly knows his Provider.

(20) Food and the trust in its Provider (bab dhikr al-qut wa-iqan al-marzug
bi-l-raziq) (#276-286)

Whoever has true knowledge of his Provider turns only to him and
takes no other path than that of poverty.

(21) Poverty and the honor of being poor (bab al-fagr wa-sharaf
al-fugara’) (#287-303)

One who sits on the plain of poverty is legally obliged to safeguard
his time.

(22) The Sufi idea of time and the mystical moments (bab ma qila fi l-waqt
wa-hifsih) (#304-31)

An adept’s time is only safeguarded with hunger. Hunger will main-
tain him and will dwell in it.

(23) Enduring hunger, its virtues and benefits (bab al-ju‘ wa-fadl al-ja’i
wa-fawa’idih) (#312-320)

One who truthfully tames his self with hunger loses desire for food
and resorts to harmful foods.

(24) Table customs and their etiquette (bab qawlihim fi l-akl wa-‘adatihim

fihi) (#321-336)
Eating purely from what God provides will make a truthful servant.

(25) Being God’s servants and serving Him (bab dhikr al-‘abd wa-ma‘na
-‘ubudiyya) (#337-356)

A servant’s value and honor is in his good manners.

(26) Good manners and their importance (bab al-adab wa-khatar ahlih)
(#357-368)

One who acquires the good manners of the Sufis will see the com-
mon and the elite benefit from his companionship.
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(27) Sufi companionship and its requirements (bab dhikr al-suhba
wa-mujibatiha) (#369-381)
This is a path of a group of people gathered by God to do their dutiful
acts, not to receive rank.

(28) Seeking rank and fame and the corruption it entails (bab afat hubb
al-ri’asa wa-fasad tilabiha) (#382-390)
How can one abandon rank unless he knows his self and its faulty
acts.

(29) Knowing one’s soul and its blemishes (bab ma‘rifat al-nafs wa-‘uyiab
af‘aliha) (#391-411)
Knowing one’s soul and its blemishes will divert its false claims.

(30) False claims and their insignificance (bab al-kashf ‘an al-da‘wa wa-
qgillat khatar ahliha ‘inda ahl al-haqq) (#412-423)
Blessed is the one who avoids false claims and maintains his truthful
states.

(31) The gentleness and compassion of the Sufi master (bab rifg
al-shuyukh bi-l-ashab wa-l-shafaqa ‘alayhim) (#424-432)

(32) Sufi gatherings and ways of friendship (bab dhikr al-mujalasa wa-l-
sadaqa) (#433-447)

(33) Sufi chivalry and generosity (bab dhikr al-futuwwa wa-sakha’ ahliha)
(#448-460)

(34) Spiritual advice for novices (bab al-wasaya) (#461-474)

The third and last cluster of chapters in Sirjani’s K. Bayad wa-l-sawad
deals with miscellaneous topics and does not develop a distinct discourse.
These topics include chapters on the permissibility of travel, Sufi poetry,
biographies, states and stations, beatific vision, and spiritual miracles of
Sufi saints. Some sub-grouping can be discerned in the example of beatific
audition which includes several related chapters beginning with its per-
missibility, then its conditions for the performer (beautiful voice) as well
as the listener (maintaining proper conduct, adab al-sama‘), and the lis-
teners’ various attitudes toward auditions. Chapters in this last cluster
also cover such concepts as annihilation and subsistence, unification and
separation, spiritual insight and the world of the unseen.

A close study of the chapters of this last cluster reveals the influence
by K. al-Luma“ of Sarraj. The influence of K. al-Luma“ affected the internal
ordering of the chapters and was not restricted to the borrowing of state-
ments. Chapter forty in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad, for example, has the
same title as that of chapter twelve of K. al-Luma’, “Confirming inner



INTRODUCTION 27

knowledge.” Sirjani incorporates in this chapter a statement from
K. Luma‘in which the states and stations of the mystic path are enumer-
ated.®? It is noteworthy that many of the states and stations given by
Sarraj appear to inspire the themes of the chapters that follow in K. al-
Bayad wa-l-sawad. Sarraj’s original statement names thirty-four items
that make up the states and stations. Sirjani abridges them to twenty-
one, from which he chooses thirteen dedicating a chapter to each. These
are fear of God, fear and hope, pondering and wandering of the mind,
trust in God, entrusting oneself to God in self-surrender, being watchful
and aware of God, certainty and steadfastness, truthfulness, gratitude,
remembering God, satisfaction and finally loving God and taking pride in
it. The following enumerates the chapters of this cluster:

(35) The principles of the Sufi path (bab usul madhhabihim) (#475-481)

(36) Poetical verses alluding to mystical experiences and quandaries (bab
dhikr al-ash‘ar al-ladhi ashara bihi l-qawm ‘ala izhar hal aw jawab
swal) (#482-514)

(37) Admonitions about beholding the singing boy (bab al-nazar wa-tan-
bih al-nazir) (#515-528)

(38) Travel and its benefits (bab ijazat al-safar wa-fawa’id rijalih) (#529-
538)

(39) Knowing the history of the Sufi masters (bab mafifat tarikh
al-mashayikh) (#539-561)

(40) Confirming inner knowledge (bab ithbat ‘ilm al-batin) (#562-566)

(41) Affirming the spiritual states and way stations (bab ithbat al-ahwal
wa-l-magamat) (#567-573)

(42) The fear of God and its conditions (bab al-tagwa wa-hal al-muttaqi)
(#574-577)

(43) Patience and the rewards of being patient (bab al-sabr wa-jaza’
al-sabirin) (#578-585)

(44) Fear and hope (bab al-khawfwa-l-raja’) (#586-600)

(45) Pondering and the wandering of the mind (bab al-tafakkur wa-jawa-
lan al-mutafakkir) (#601-607)

(46) Being upright and its demands (bab al-istigama wa-hukm al-musta-
qim) (#608-612)

62 The statements borrowed from Sarraj range from “ilm al-shari‘a wahid wa-huwa
ism” to “wa-jahilahu man jahilahu” (#563). These are taken from Sarraj, K. al-Luma‘, ed.
R.A. Nicholson (Leiden-London, Brill, 1914), 23-4. Sirjani’s text abridges and re-orders
Sarraj’s original material.
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(47) Trust in God and relying on Him (bab al-tawakkul wa-hasb al-mut-
awakkil) (#612-624)

(48) Entrusting oneself to God in self-surrender (bab al-tafwid wa-I-
taslim) (#625-630)

(49) Being watchful and aware of God (bab al-muraqaba wa-hadhar
al-muraqib) (#631-636)

(50) Certainty and steadfastness (bab al-yagin wa-thabat al-miugqin) (#637-
642)

(51) Truthfulness and its degrees (bab al-sidg wa-martabat al-sadiq)
(#643-648)

(52) Sincerity and purity of intention (bab al-ikhlas wa-taharat
al-mukhlis) (#649-654)

(53) Gratitude and knowing God’s blessings (bab al-shukr wa-‘ilm
al-shakir bi-l-munim) (#655-662)

(54) Recollecting God and passing away (bab al-dhikr wa-fana’ al-dhakir)
(#663-672)

(55) The Sufi mystics and their quest (bab al-murid wa-l-murad) (#673-
680)

(56) Satisfaction and being content with God (bab al-rida wa-darajat
al-radi) (#681-689)

(57) Loving God and taking pride in it (bab dhikr al-mahabba wa-fakhr
al-muhibb) (#690-705)

(58) Good conduct and wholesome behavior (bab husn al-khulug wa-mu-
wafaqat ahlih) (#706-714)

(59) Witnessing God (bab al-mushahada) (#715-720)

(60) Affirming saintly miracles (bab ithbat al-karamat) (#721-735)

(61) Divine ruses and human errors (bab al-makrwa-ghalat ahlih) (#736-
740)

(62) Listening to music, its permissibility and prohibitions (bab ithbat
al-sama‘wa-l-radd ‘ala man yunkiruh) (#741-745)

(63) The beauty of the human voice (bab husn al-sawt) (#746-750)

(64) Proper conduct when listening to music (bab adab al-sama‘
wa-mahiyyatih) (#751-757)

(65) Differences about listening to music (bab tafawut al-mustami‘in)
(#758-764)

(66) The practice of listening to music and its retractors (bab awsaf
al-sami‘in min al-mutaharrimin) (#765-768)

(67) Examples of those who died listening to music and the like (bab
dhikr man mata fi l-sama“wa-nahwih) (#769-781)
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(68) Rapture and ecstasy (bab al-wajd wa-sifat al-wajidin) (#782-793)

(69) Unification and separation (bab al-jam‘wa-l-tafriga) (#794-801)

(70) Passing away and subsisting in God (bab al-fana’ wa-l-baqa’) (#802-
806)

(71) Spiritual insight and divine inspiration (bab al-firasa wa-l-ilham)
(#807-811)

(72) The world of the unseen (bab al-ghayb) (#812)

(73) Questions and queries (bab al-masa’il) (#813-868)

Two outstanding features related to this final cluster in K. al-Bayad wa-l-
sawad speak distinctly of Sirjan’s Sufi outlook. The first concerns chapter
thirty-nine on “the history of the sheikhs,” the second concerns the poem
with which the book ends, and which we believe is composed by Sirjani
himself. These features will be discussed in the following sections.

2.6. History of the Sufis

Chapter thirty-nine in this book, titled “Knowing the life history of the
Sufis” (bab ma'rifat tartkh al-mashayikh), has little less than eighty Sufis
referred to within. They are grouped in eight clusters, and the first includes
seven Sufis whom Sirjani considers unique among the Sufi poles (al-ahad
min al-awtad). They are Abu Turab al-Nakhshabi (d. 245/859), Abu Yazid
al-Bistam1 (d. 261/874), Shah b. Shuja“ al-Kirmani (d. 270/883),% “Ali b.
Sahl al-Isfahani (d. 307/919-2),* Sahl al-Tustar1 (d. 283/896), Ibrahim
al-Khawwas (d. 291/904), and Abu ‘Abdallah al-Maghribi (d. 299/911). The
remaining seven clusters group Sufis together according to the geograph-
ical areas from which they hail, or in which they were known to have
mostly resided, spread their teachings and died. These areas are Hijaz,
Iraq, Syria, Egypt, Fars, Khurasan, and al-Jabal.5> The “history” of each of
the personalities is restricted to three or four sentences, which gives a par-
ticular Sufi’s name and his year of death, and a statement summing up his
status. “History” (tarikh), as Sirjani applies it here, refers simply to dating,

63 Sirjani gives the year 288 AH as date of death for Shah b. Shuja‘ al-Kirmani (#541).

64 Sirjani gives the year 303 AH as date of death of ‘Ali b. Sahl al-Isfahani (#541).

65 Mohsen Jihangir1 and Mohsen Parmokhtar find that some geographical division of
Sufis is perceived in extant Sufi works though not to the degree of specialization seen in
K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad. See M. Jihangiri and M. Parmokhtar, “Tarikhi Mashayikh-i Sufiyye
dar Bayaz wa-Sawad,” Nashriyya-i Danishkaday-i Adabiyyat wa-‘ultimi insani-i Danishgahi
Tabriz, year 47, no. 192 (Fall 1383/2004), 6.
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which observes a chronological order in the enumeration of personalities
in each category.

In place of biographical or hagiographical content, Sirjani sums his
observation of each Sufi in an ornate title and in a single statement that
highlights either one event in that Sufi’s life or presents a characteristic
element of his endeavor.5¢ The titles given rely heavily on imagery and
symbolism which may describe a Sufi, for instance, as a sea, a sky, a city,
a spring, a crown, a ship, a treasure house, a fortress, a lantern, or a
bridge. This image is coupled with a trait that characterizes the conduct
of the Sufi, whether it is Sufi wisdom (hikma), reliance (tawakkul), gener-
osity (karam), poverty (faqr), comprehension (fahm), or knowledge
(ilm). The coupling clarifies the image but only constitutes half of the
title. The other half speaks of the relevance or stature that an individual
Sufi may have in his community. As such, one could be “the praised one
among his peers,” or “the accepted one,” their “guiding light,” or “their
water carrier.” For example, Sirjani gives Aba Turab al-Nakhshabi, who
heads the ahad min al-awtad group, the title “land of reliance and sky of
the Sufis” (ard al-tawakkul wa-sama’ ahlih). Next he mentions Bistami
identifying him as “the sea of unification and the [straight] path of the
Sufis” (bahr al-tawhid wa-sirat ahlih). Shah b. Shuja“ al-Kirmant is “the
treasure house of Sufi wisdom and the praised one among his peers”
(khizanat al-hikma wa-mamduh ahlik). Notably, among the writings of
Shah are a set of three epistles called the “Mirror of the Sufi sages” (mir’at
al-hukama®).57 The structure of these titles, which employ imagery and
binaries, speaks distinctly of Sirjan’s creative impulse, which is similarly
detected in his choice of the book’s title. These titles identify each indi-
vidual Sufi suggestively rather than in a direct informative way, certainly
prompting one to ponder the mental image created. Through introspec-
tion, one can capture the meaning intended. One can actively be in-
volved in the process of learning, which is ultimately, in Sirjan1’s view, an
effect of a process in which one internalizes a representative mystic tra-
dition.

It should be noted that six of the seven of those unique individuals
were active in eastern Islamdom; Nakhshabi and Bistami in Khurasan,
Kirmani in Kirman, ‘Ali b. Sahl in Isfahan, Tustar1 in Tustar, Ibrahim al-

66 Ruzbihan Baqgli adopted Sirjani’s titles of the Sufis in his Sharh-i Shathiyyat.
M. Jihangiri and M. Parmokhtar have indicated the instances in which this influence of
Sirjani has been perceived. See ibid., 10.

67 These epistles are mentioned by Sulami, Tabagqat al-sufiyya, 192.
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Khawwass in Rayy. Would this indicate a preponderance of non
Baghdadi Sufis in Sirjani’s evaluation? Would it also hint at Sirjani’s con-
sciousness of local and indigenous movements within the Sufi tradition
that are beyond the sweeping school of Baghdad, warranting the inclu-
sion of the Malamati and the Nishapuri hikma tradition, as well as the
chivalry (futuwwa)®® tradition? The Sufi sources, specifically those of
Sulami, from which Sirjani collected much of his material, had incorpo-
rated this wide range of mystical tendencies into what came to be known
as Sufism. Sirjani’s panoramic view of the mystic tradition appears to
have been born out of this impulse.

2.7. The Conclusion of K. al-Bayad wa-l-Sawad

Sirjani’s conclusion to his book warrants attention for reasons that per-
tain to both the general content of the book as well as its stylistic pecu-
liarities. It is presented in the form of a poem, appended to the book’s
final section on ecstatic utterances (shathiyyat) (#868). Having fifteen
verses in all, it exceeds any other poetic selection in the book. Sirjani does
not outwardly attribute the poem to himself but to an anonymous Sufi;
this is a common practice in medieval Islamic works which is generally a
result of an author’s humility. The poem is similarly addressed to an anon-
ymous person, “aleadingMuslimscholar” (imam min @immat al-muslimin),
who is asked about some dubious matters. Before the poem begins, we
read that the imam commended the questions that were addressed to
him, but was unable to provide any answers to these matters, “admitting
to his own deficiency.” Sirjani implores this “uniquely knowledgeable”
imam to speak about a multitude of concepts related to Divinity which
were equally the subjects of theological and philosophical studies, as well
as mystical studies. These include different hues of ambiguous concep-
tions of eternity (abad, azal, gidam, dawam, ta’bid), time (dahr), unifica-

68 Sirjani dedicates chapter thirty-three to the futuwwa tradition (#448-460). He enu-
merates two Sufi personalities in the region of Fars espousing futuwwa; Abt Muhammad
Ja‘far al-Hadhdha’ (d. 341/952), given the title “river of chivalry” (nahr al-futuwwa), and
Bundar b. al-Husayn (d. 353/964), given the title “entry way to chivalry” (bab al-futuwwa)
(#555). On futuwwa, see C.L. Cahen, “Futuwwa,” in EI?, 2: 961-965 Mohsen Zakeri,
“Javanmardi,” in Elran (online); Karamustafa, Sufism: The Formative Period, 49, 65-6. See
also SulamT’s treatise: K. al-Futuwwa, ed. S. Ates (Ankara: Ankara Universitesi [lahiyat
Fakiiltesi Yayinlari, 1397/1977); ed. Ihsan Dhannan al-Thamiri and Muhammad ‘Abdallah
al-Qadahat (Amman: Dar al-Razi, 1422/2001); English translation by Tosun Bayrak al-Jer-
rahi al-Halveti, The Book of Sufi Chivalry (London: Inner Traditions International, 1983).
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tion (muwahhad, ahad, tawhid, mufrad, tafrid), names (asami), attributes
(sifat, na‘t), and essence (dhat). Sirjani then turns to another set of con-
cepts, related to human existence rather than Divinity. They derive from
pure mystical experiences. Sirjani implores the imam to speak about uni-
fication (jam°), contraction (gabd), separation (iftiraq), expansion (bast),
witnessing (shahid wa-shahid), and the annihilation of attributes (fana’
al-rusum). Allegorically, Sirjani concludes that questions of Divinity can-
not be answered except through mystical experiences:

Can a person untouched by music be equal to one inflamed with singing?
When one says, “He is not He, and I am not I,” what does he mean?
When one says, “What is for me, by me, and to me is to Him and from Him,”
what does he mean?

How is it that souls will have the attributes of spirits after severe [spiritual]
strife?

Will you give me a legal opinion on these questions? These are queries that
belong to a group of people; whoever loves them will reach blissful happi-
ness.

Internal evidence speaks of Sirjani as the author of this poem. For one, it
repeats the same premise as that of Sirjant’s introduction, reiterating indi-
vidual spiritual strife and gnosis as the ultimate and authoritative knowl-
edge. Furthermore, such knowledge that is acquired by a group of people
demands that they be loved. Did not Sirjani attribute the composition of
this book to his love for his pious predecessors? Furthermore, the alle-
gorical image of one “internally stirred by song” speaks of the internal
transformation incurred by one who is stimulated with the stories of the
sages, not to mention the investment in imagery itself which Sirjani con-
stantly relies on. Finally, the language of the text of K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad
heavily betrays tendencies to Middle Arabic. These tendencies are evi-
dent in this poem, for unless case endings are eliminated in a number of
words, the meter of several verses would certainly have been broken, as is
clear in the following verses:

LBILLLAL AL i Moy L J5VIL
A e L A2V L 4B AL, 5l

Sy Solas VI o o Sl Ly 301 L
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Sirjan1’s conclusion of his book with a poem is indicative of a tendency
that we find intrinsic to the structure of K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad as a whole.
The interplay of poetry with Sufi narrative is a topic worthy of further
research. It should be studied within the wider context of medieval Arabic
belles-letters, which is not the focus of our present inquiry.5® Noteworthy
here, however, is Sirjani’s adoption of poetry as the form that embraced
his ‘voice.’ In the same vein, we find that unless a chapter is concluded
with Sirjan’’s own comment, a poetic selection gives the concluding
remark. Poetic conclusions seem to conjure the mystical concepts in
question. They highlight the experience they entail and lend Sirjani that
concluding voiced opinion. When we think of Sirjani’s inclination to
speak in images, perceived in the title of his book and his chapter on the
history of the Sufis, it becomes inescapable not to assume that poetry
plays a special function in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad. In a way, it is Sirjan’s
hidden ‘voice.’

2.8. Sources of K. al-Bayad wa-1-Sawad

The content of K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad evolve in each chapter from spe-
cific thematic or conceptual concerns. In layer upon layer of meaning,
multiple definitions of mystical concepts are generated from each other
in what appear to be entries in lexical-type works. These sayings could
have been individually collated from any number of Sufi sources, surveys,
or biographical collections. Since an obvious discourse that argumenta-
tively binds the multiple dicta together is generally lacking within the
body of each chapter of the book, it is difficult to discern which sources
Sirjani relied on for any section of his compilation. Unless we can find

69 The preponderant presence of poetry in Sufi compilations served several functions.
For one, poetry’s reliance on illusive language and imagery was a perfect vehicle to express
the inexpressible, not to mention the Sufi investment in such poetic genres as love or wine
poetry to express love of and intoxication in the Divine. Sama " sessions invested in poetic
recitations. What has been lacking in present research on Sufi discourse is the generation
of poetry from Sufi narratives, or vice versa, the prosification of poetry which may not
necessarily be originally Sufi. Hagiographies of Sufis are full of such interplay between
genres, so are the Sufi manuals replete with them. Sarraj’s K. al-Luma’, which proves a
valuable source to Sirjani’s K. al-Bayad wa-sawad, dedicates one of its chapters to Sufi
poetry. A similar chapter can be found in Khargashi's Tahdhib al-asrar and Abua Khalaf
al-TabarT's Salwat al-‘arifin. Likewise, Sulami wrote a treatise entitled K. al-Amthal wa-l-
istishhadat published within Rasa@’il sufiyya li-Abt ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami, ed. Gerhard
Bowering and Bilal Orfali (Beirut: Dar al-Machreq, 2009), and Abua Nasr al-Qushayri
(d. 514/1120) compiled K. al-Shawahid wa-l-amthal (MS Ayasofya 4128). A similar chapter
on Sufi poetry is found in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad.
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clear clusters of sayings present in Sirjani’s text mirroring similar clusters
in earlier works, we cannot claim for certain the extent of his indebted-
ness to these earlier works. Since Sirjani authored his book around the
middle of the fifth century (that is, around one century after the system-
atization process of Sufism had begun) it is clear that most of the epithets,
maxims, and stories of the earlier mystical tradition are extracted from
written sources available to him, especially since his work does not con-
tain any chain of authority (isnad). We have found twelve statements”®
attributed to Abt Sa‘ld Ahmad b. Muhammad Ibn al-A‘rabi (d. 341/952),
who authored the now lost Tabaqgat al-nussak (Generations of Renun-
ciants).”? We also have identified seventeen statements”? attributed to
Jafar al-Khuldi (d. 348/959-60), who authored Hikayat al-mashayikh
(Stories of the [Sufi] Masters), also lost.”® As mentioned above, Sirjani was
adisciple of Abu1-‘Abbas al-Nihawandi who was a pupil of Ja‘far al-Khulds;
thus his use of Hikayat al-mashayikh is likely.

Another authority in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad is Sulami, who is credited
with the lost voluminous biographical compilation entitled Tarikh al-
sufiyya (History of the Sufis), in addition to his published Tabagat al-
Sufiyya, and numerous other works. It is not clear, however, which of
Sulami’s works Sirjani used.”* Of the five instances Sulami was men-
tioned in the text,”> we were able to trace only one to his extant works
(#744).76 Several statements in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad, however, are
found in Sulam’’s treatises and a large number is to be found in his

70 #s 55,137, 311, 395, 430, 544, 583, 708, 749, 782, 783, 790.

7 See al-Isbahani, Hilyat al-awliya’, 10: 25, F. Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen Schrift-
tums (Leiden: Brill, 1964-84), 1: 660. Several statements of Tabagat al-nussak survive in
primary sources; for examples, see Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubal@’, ed. Shu‘ayb al-Arnatat
(Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala, 1993), 4: 579, 9: 40, 13: 437, 15: 409-410; Dhahabi, Tarikh
al-Islam, (yrs. 101-120): 61, (yrs. 141-160): 511, (yrs. 181-190): 194, (V5. 241-250): 209, (yIS. 261-
280): 213, (yrs. 281-290): 77.

72 #s 61, 85, 94, 270, 325, 330, 333, 341, 389, 430, 455, 550, 519, 522, 531, 632, 788.

73 F. Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums, 1: 661

74 SulamT’s life and work have been examined in G. Béwering, “The Qur'an Commen-
tary of al-Sulami,” in Islamic Studies Presented to Charles J. Adams, eds. W. B. Hallaq and
D. P. Little (Leiden: Brill, 1991), 41-56; see also, G. Bowering, “al-Sulami,” in EI?, 9, 811-2; for
a general survey of Sulam’s life and work see L. Berger, Geschieden von allem ausser Gott
(Hildesheim - Ziirich - New York: Olms, 1998); for a more recent study, see J.J. Thibon,
L'oeurvre d’Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami (325/937-412/1021) et la_formation du soufisme
(Damascus: Presses de I'Ifpo, 2009); see also the English introduction to the Arabic text
edition of select Sufi treatises of Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami by G. Béwering and
B. Orfali, Rasa’il sufiyya li-Abt ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami (d. 412/1021).

75 #5 47,73, 267, 454, 744.

76 Sulami, Kitab al-Sama’, ed. ‘Ali ‘Agla ‘Arsan, al-Turath al-‘Arabi 5 (1985), 81.
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Haqa’iq al-tafsir (Truths of Quranic Exegesis) and Tabagat al-sufiyya.””
In fact many of the introductory Qur’anic verses of K. al-Bayad wa-I-
sawad are followed by commentaries that are in Haqa’iq al-tafsir.
Whether they are directly extracted from it cannot be ascertained, yet
their presence is noteworthy. Interestingly, the chapter on futuwwa in
the book does not draw from Sulami’s treatise on futuwwa.’”® One para-
graph from bab ithbat al-sama“ (#744) is attributed to Sulami and comes
from his K. al-Sama“ (Book of Audition).” Most probably, Sirjani also
benefitted from Sulam’s interest in poetry, attested in his various works,
especially K. al-Amthal wa-l-istishhadat (Book of Examples and Poetic
Illustrations). In fact, fifty short poems from K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad can
be traced to this short treatise of Sulami.8°

Sarraj is mentioned by name as an authority influencing Sirjani’s col-
lated material in at least fourteen instances, all from K. al-Luma 8! Of all

77 The edition of the Haqa’iq al-tafsir, published by Sayyid Imran under the title,
Tafsir al-Sulami wa-huwa Haqa’iq al-tafsir, has been printed in two volumes (Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, 1421/2001). There is a large lacuna in this edition including the end of
Sulami’s commentary on stra 11 (Hid), from verse 11:90 onward, all of his commentary on
stira 12 (Yausuf), and the beginning of siira 13 (al-Ra‘d) until verse 13:2. The Haqa’iq al-tafsir
is known to exist in about sixty Arabic manuscripts found in libraries all over the world.
Most of them are listed in G. Bowering, “The Qur'an Commentary of al-Sulami,” 41-56.
Sulami’s Tabagat al-sufiyya has been published in three editions, ed. ]. Pedersen (Leiden:
Brill, 1960); ed. Nar al-Din Shurayba (Cairo: Maktabat al-Khanji, 1389/1969, 21986); ed.
Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, 1419/1998).

78 See ft. 68 for futuwwa and the references to Sulamt’s work on it.

7 Sulami, K. al-Sama, ed. ‘Ali ‘Aqalih ‘Arsan, in al-Turath al-‘Arabi 5 (1985), 81.

80 See #s 38 (Amthal, #422, 87), 44 (Amthal, #444, 91), 17 (Amthal, #467, 96), 141
(Amthal, #438, 90), 200 (Amthal, #440, 91), 228 (Amthal, #423 and #479, 87 and 98), 241
(Amthal, #518,106), 247 (Amthal, #535, 111), 248 (Amthal, #508, 104), 285 (Amthal, #446, 92),
336 (Amthal, #451, 93), 356 (Amthal, #469, 96), 368 (Amthal, #460, 94), 419 (Amthal, #474,
97), 440 (Amthal, #521,107), 460 (Amthal, #480, 99), 473 (Amthal, #517, 106), 483 (Amthal,
#457 and #462, 94 and 95), 486 (Amthal, #528, 109), 489 (Amthal,, #447, 92), 490 (Amthal,
#455 and 458, 94), 491 (Amthal, #470, 96), 492 (Amthal, #473, 97), 493 (Amthal, #476, 98),
494 (Amthal, #540, 113), 495 (Amthal, #547, 115), 498 (Amthal, #431 and #529, 89 and 109),
499 (Amthal, #429, 88), 500 (Amthal, #486, 100), 501 (Amthal, #500, 102), 502 (Amthal, #507,
104), 504 (Amthal, #532, 110), 505 (Amthal, #452, 93), 506 (Amthal, #425, 88), 507 (Amthal,
#426, 88), 537 (Amthal, #546, 14), 585 (Amthal, #430, 88), 600 (Amthal, #477, 98), 665
(Amthal, #435, 90), 671 (Amthal, #505,103), 672 (Amthal, #506,104), 739 (Amthal, #540, 112),
757 (Amthal, 427, 88), 781 (Amthal, #552,116), 801 (Amthal, #512, 105), 819 (Amthal, #441, 91),

81 Sarraj, K. al-Luma‘, ed. R.A. Nicholson (Leiden-London, Brill, 1914) and ed. ‘Abd
al-Halim Mahmud and Taha al-Baqi Surar (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-Haditha, 1380/1960).
The references here are to the edition of Nicholson. See #s 68-70 (Luma’, 377-379), 74
(Luma’, 21-22), 97 (Luma, 26) , 271 (Luma’, 193), 328 (Luma’, 184), 469 (Luma’, 265), 563
(Luma’, 33-34), 721 (Luma’, 322), 731 (Luma, 316), 758 (Luma’, 278), 776 (Luma’, 285), 846
(Luma,137-139), 862 (Luma’, 375).
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previously mentioned sources, we believe that K. al-Luma‘had the great-
est influence on K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad, which exceeds the scope of
merely copied statements to influences on the internal structure of the
book. For one, neither book maintains chains of authority, a fact that is
stated in both authors’ introductions. Then there is the clustering of
some chapters in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad which appears inspired by K.
al-Luma“. Further comparison between K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad and K. al-
Luma‘shows that the material extracted from the latter far exceeds those
places where Sarraj is mentioned by name and range from single state-
ments to longer sections. Sirjani often changes the order of statements in
K. al-Luma“ and omits Sarraj’'s commentary on them; at times, he juxta-
poses statements or summarizes longer ones.

The passage of Ibn Khafif in the chapter on the practice of listening to
music and its retractors (bab awsaf al-sami‘in min al-mutaharrimin)
(#766) could have been taken from Ibn Khafif's (d. 371/982) lost book on
sama‘ entitled K. al-Fada’il wa-jami‘ al-da‘awat wa-l-adhkar (Book of
Merits and the Compendium of Supplications and Invocations).82 Sirjani
also quotes one statement describing those who profess God’s oneness (fi
wasf ahl al-tawhid, #128) from one of Ibn Khafif's books.83 Sirjani refers
also to a book by a certain Abui Bakr al-Bukhari (#153), who could be
identified as Abu Bakr al-Kalabadhi, especially since the statement on
the nature of faith (iman) is found in his K. al-Ta‘arruf3* In addition to
some scattered prose statements, K. al-Ta‘arruf may have contributed a
number of lines of poetry to K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad.8>

K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad shares a significant number of statements and
anecdotes with Khargushi's Tahdhib al-asrar,8¢ Qushayr1's al-Risala al-

82 See evidence for this work in Abu I-Hasan al-Daylami, Sirat al-shaykh al-kabir Abu
‘Abdallah ibn al-Khafif al-Shirazi, tr. Rukn al-Din Yahya Ibn Junayd al-Shirazi, ed. A. Schim-
mel (Ankara Universitesi Héhiyat Fakiiltesi Yayinlarindan, 1955), 213; and Florian Sobieroj,
Ibn Hafif A$-Sirazi und seine Schrift zur Novizenerziehung (Kitab al-Igtisad) (Beirut: In
Kommission bei Franz Steiner Verlag, 1998), 312 (#30).

83 Ibn Khafif is quoted more than thirty times throughout the book (see index).

84 Kalabadhi, al-Ta‘arruf li-madhhab ahl al-tasawwuf, 83.

85 See #s 38 (Ta‘arruf, 174), 422 (Ta‘arruf, 164), 482 (Ta‘arruf, 168), 488 (Ta‘arruf, 142),
506 (Ta‘arruf, n3), 662 (Ta‘arruf, u18), 8o1 (Ta‘arruf, 139), 802 (Ta‘arruf, 138), 830 (Ta‘arruf,
170).

86 Khargtshi's Tahdhib al-asrar is published in three editions: ed. Bassam Muhammad
Barud (Abu Dhabi: al-Mujamma“ al-Thaqafi, 1999); ed. Sayyid Muhammad ‘Al (Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub al-Tlmiyya, 1427/2006); ed. Muhammad Ahmad ‘Abd al-Halim (Cairo: Maktabat
al-Thaqafa al-Diniyya, 2010).
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Qushayriyya®” and Abu Khalaf al-TabarT's Satwat al-‘arifin.®® These scat-
tered parallels, however, offer no evidence that Sirjani had consulted
directly any of their works.89

With perhaps the exception of Aba Bakr al-Tiflist (d. 482/1089),9° Sufi
personalities contemporary to Sirjani are not mentioned in K. al-Bayad
wa-l-sawdd. It is certain, therefore, that Sirjani’s sources were the com-
piled surveys and biographies written by the generation of the aforemen-
tioned authors.9! Sirjani’s K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad thus serves as a key
source for many of the statements and anecdotes of the early Sufis which
are not found in any other extant source. A case can be made from the
second chapter entitled “Spritual Struggle, Sufi Morals and States” (bab fi
dhikr mujahadatihim wa-akhlaqihim wa-ahwalihim) which includes a col-
lection of anecdotes referring to Sufis illustrating their mystical conduct.
This chapter ends with a separate section (fas/) which is strictly con-
cerned with the division and distribution of Sufis’ wealth among their
companions. Its contribution arises from the detailed record of this activ-

87 Qushay1T's Risala has been published in several editions, cited earlier in this study
is the edition of ‘Abd al-Halim Mahmud and Mahmaud Ibn al-Sharif (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub
al-Haditha, 1966) and the English translation of Alexander D. Knysh, Al-Qushayri’s Epistle
on Sufism (Reading, U.K.: Garnet Publishing, 2007).

88 A critical edition and a study of Salwat al-‘Grifin is in: G. Bowering and B. Orfali, The
Comfort of the Mystics: An Early Sufi Handbook (Leiden: Brill, 2012).

89 Salwat al-‘arifin incorporates large sections of Khargasht's Tahdhib and Qushayri’s
Risala. The critical edition of the text includes a critical apparatus that indicates the
sources of each statement including Khargushi’'s Tahdhib, Qushayr1’s Risala, and Sirjani’s
K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad. This apparatus gives a clear idea about the parallels between
Sirjani and these works.

90 Two statements in K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad (#314, 341) are attributed to al-Tiflis1, and
another (#90) to Aba Bakr al-Tiflisi. This person could be Aba Bakr Muhammad b. Isma‘il
b. Muhammad b. al-Sar al-Nisabuuri al-Safi (d. 483/1089) who was born in 400/1010 and
transmitted tradition on the authority of Sulami and others, see Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam,
(yrs. 481-490): 115.

91 A.Karamustafa compiles a list of the extant and lost early Sufi works, see Sufism: The
Formative Period, 84-87; for the documentation of the works mentioned by Karamustafa,
see Jacqueline Chabbi, “Réflexions sur le soufisme iranien primitive,” Journal Asiatique 266
(1978), 37-55; G. Béwering, “The Adab Literature of Classical Sufism: Ansari’s Code of Con-
duct,” in Moral Conduct and Authority: The Place of Adab in South Asian Islam, ed. Barbara
D. Metcalf (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1984), 68-69; G. Bowering, The Mystical
Vision of Existence in Classical Islam (Berlin: De Gruyter, 1980), 21-34; A. Knysh, Islamic
Mpysticism: A Short History (Leiden: Brill, 2000), 116-140. Two authors are specifically men-
tioned by Sirjani: ‘Abd al-Wahid al-Warathani the author of Tabagat al-sufiyya (#779) and
Abu Bakr Ibn Shadhan al-Razt's Hikayat al-sufiyya (#29, 15). One should add to these lists
Tabagat al-suftyya of Abu Sa‘id al-Naqqash (d. 414/1023) who was active in Isbahan, Bagh-
dad, Kufa, Marw, Jurjan, Harat, Mecca, Nishapur, and Nahawand, see Dhahabi, Siyar a lam
al-nubala’, 17: 307-308.
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ity, which is not recorded in earlier sources. In each of the events, a spe-
cific monetary value is given along with the circumstances governing it.%2
In several instances, such distribution of provisions demonstrates initia-
tory practices at the advent of tawba,*? in some this is pictured as a form
of initiation requisite to the companionship of a specific early Sufi mas-
ter. Salih b. Muhammad spent (anfaga) thirty thousand dirhams yearly
on Abi ‘Uthman al-Hiri (d. 298/910) and his accompanying Sufis (#41).
Abu Bakr b. Ab1 Hanifa, the companion of Abu Hafs al-Naysabuart (d.
265/878-9) spent on the latter and his company a thousand thousand and
three hundred thousand dirhams (#42). Abu al-Husayn b. Bunan (d.
310/922-3) spent on Abu Sa‘ld al-Kharraz (d. 286/899) more than one
hundred thousand dirhams (#68). The relevance of these stories in the
book arises from their validity as pictures of Sufi practices presented by
Sirjani to his contemporary Sufi community. This must be seen in light of
the rise of Sufi lodges during Sirjani’s time, and the entailed elevated role
and image of the guiding sheikh. In the same vein, these kinds of stories
highlight communal relations among Sufis which Sirjani expands in later
sections of his book.

3. THE MANUSCRIPTS OF K. AL-BAYAD WA-L-SAWAD

This edition of Sirjant’s K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad is based on three manu-
scripts. The first, MS Landberg 64, is found in the Beinecke Rare Book and
Manuscript Library of Yale University; it will hereafter be referred to as
“w.” The second is found in the collection of Kitabkhaneh-i Ayat Allah
Mar‘ashi Najafi in Qumm and kept under number 117; it will hereafter be
referred to as “.” The third is MS. British Library Board Or 12632; it will
hereafter be referred to as “J.”%*

92 Only two of these cases will be demonstrated here: Aba ‘Ali al-Radhbari spent sixty
thousand dinars (#40); Abta Ahmad al-Jili spent thirty thousand dinars in three days (#41).
For the full record consult #39-44.

93 Referring to Ahmad b. Khadrtya (#39); Abu ‘Ali al-Rudhbari (#40); Ibn Bunan
al-Misr1 (#41); Abt Ja‘far al-‘Alawi (#41); Abt 1-Qasim al-Razi (#43).

94 There is a record of three other manuscripts of this book which we were unable to
obtain for the purpose of this edition. They are described in Mohsen Parmokhtar, “Bayad
wa-sawad-i” Sirjani,” 249-258. The description provided here of these manuscripts is based
totally on Parmokhtar’s account. 1. A manuscript kept under number 4251 in the collection
of Kitabkhanay-i Millt Malak. 2. A manuscript mentioned in the Catalogue of the Arabic
Manuscripts in the Collection of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengall, kept under the number
1061. 3. A manuscript kept under the number 1083 in the Museum of the City of Magnisay
in Turkey.
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MS Landberg 64
MS Ayat Allah Mar‘ashi Najafi 117
MS British Library Board Or 12632

CG:.(

The goal of this critical edition is to present an authoritative text. We
hope to have a text that is more accurate and complete than any of the
individual manuscripts. We will denote this text by [1].

It is possible to deduce the relationship of the extant manuscripts to
each other from the pattern of agreements and disagreements among
them. J agrees with (3 in most variations from o (i.e. different possible
original readings, readings of secondary origin, corruptions and emenda-
tions). This suggests that (s and Jbelong to the same family. We will call
the hypothetical archetype of this family [*<]. J has some errors and
readings peculiar to itself and contains many lacunae. In a few instances,
J agrees with o against (s and fills in the lacunae in (3, and, in many in-
stances, (3 agrees with o against J and fills in the lacunae in J. This shows
that J does not derive from (3, but rather that both are dependent upon
[—*]. The instances where (5 and J independently agree with  repre-
sent readings that presumably come from [!]. Thus, (5 and J may be used
to reconstruct [*]

For editing purposes, codex « has primary value over (3 and J for sev-
eral reasons. For one, having been copied in the year 606/1209, it is the
earliest codex available of the text, in contrast to (3 which was copied in
746/1345. Furthermore, even with one lacuna of ten folios missing and
problems in its title page and colophon, & remains more complete than
& More importantly, & appears to have undergone careful reading and
editing by one of its owners who either corrected or added missing mate-
rial in the margins. In several cases he gives the sources of his corrections
or amendments which we were able to verify by reviewing the sources
mentioned. Therefore the reading of & is often preferred in cases of dis-
agreement between < and [&*].

Comparison of the readings yields the following stemma:

[
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This stemma might oversimplify the historical reality since we do not
know about the intermediate copies made between [*] and (3, [*] and
Jor [)] and o, but the resultant text is more complete than any of the
individual manuscripts. The next section describes each manuscript in
detail.

3.1 MS Landberg 64 ‘"

In bold and sizeable naskhi script, the title page of “C” reads:

MY
Byall ol BEIALY A2

The title page is damaged on its left side with a torn piece rendering the
third word of the title missing its last letters. It is a codex that has received
attention on no less than five occasions. First, it waslisted in Leon Nemoy’s
catalogue, or checklist as he calls it, of Yale’s holdings of Arabic manu-
scripts.%> According to Nemoy the author is anonymous, which clearly
points to his doubts that the work was authored by “the Sufi Muhy1 al-Din
Ibn ‘Arab1” (d. 638/1240) as the above title states. Nemoy’s reading of the
title as Jadhwat al-istila’ wa-haqiqat al-ijtila’ has found its way in all subse-
quent works that used Nemoy as their source. The second mention of this
codex is found in Karkis ‘Awwad’s supplement to the Fihrist of Ibn ‘Arabi’s
works.96 The third mention is by ‘Uthman Yahya in his massive work on
the compilations of Ibn ‘Arabi. Yahya concludes that Ibn ‘Arabi’s author-
ship of the manuscript is doubtful for two reasons. First, it has a chapter
on the history of Sufi sheikhs which does not go beyond the year 350/961
even though many prominent Sufis lived after that date. It would be
unlikely for Ibn ‘Arabi to exclude such personalities from this work had he
been its author. Second, and probably more importantly, its “general
spirit” and style of writing do not resemble that of Ibn ‘Arabi.9” The above
sources do not appear to go much beyond Nemoy’s account. Franz

95 See Leon Nemoy, Arabic Manuscripts in the Yale University Library (New Haven,
1956), 122.

96 See Karkis ‘Awwad, “Fihrist Mw’allafat Muhyi al-Din b. ‘Arabi,” Majallat al-Majma“
al-Tlmi al-‘Arabt, Damascus 30 (1955), 273.

97 <Uthman Yahya, Mw’allafat Ibn ‘Arabi: tartkhuha wa-tasnifuha (Cairo: al-Hay’a
al-Misriyya al-‘Amma li-1-Kitab, 2001), 266-7.
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Rosenthal has a short notice on this codex,®® and recently Gerhard
Bowering published a valuable study of it"9® Bowering describes in detail
the physical condition of the manuscript and queries Ibn ‘Arabr’s author-
ship of the text, finding internal evidence that supports Sirjani’s author-
ship. Bowering analyzes the colophon indicating the history of the
manuscript, who copied it, for whom, as well as when and where. He enu-
merates its chapters, gives a general description of their content and for-
mat, identifies some of its sources as Muhammad b. Khafif al-Dabbi
al-Shirazi, Abu Nasr al-Sarraj, and Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami. Much
of our study of this codex is based on Béwering’s findings.

Codex “C” consists of 188 folios with a set of ten folios missing be-
tween folios 177b and 178a. It includes a number of lacunae because of
homoteleuton—scribal errors resulting from a slip of the eye caused by
lines ending with the same word—and has sustained water damage that
caused words on its upper margins to be obliterated. The worst damage
affected the first eight folios which were replaced and copied by another
hand. This same hand appears to have penned the title Jadhwat al-istila’,
and the attribution to Ibn ‘Arabl may have been written by a different
individual later on as Bowering contends,'°° possibly to attract the atten-
tion of potential buyers.!?! That Sirjani is the author of this work is un-
doubtedly evidenced in this codex itself which ends with an admonition,
wasiyya, by “Khaja ‘Al b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Kirmani al-Sirjani” on f. 187.
Yet though we can explain the wrongful attribution to Ibn ‘Arabi, we can-
not find a reasonable explanation for the title itself, which we read vari-
antly as Jadhwat al-istila’ wa-jafnat al-ijtila’. Our variant reading of the
title, substituting jafna for hagiga, is justified on two grounds. For one, it
maintains a consistent rhythmic structure and rhyme between the two
parallel parts of the title, and, second, it maintains consistent imagery
between them. Contrasting jadhwa, meaning blazing embers, with jafna,
meaning water source, well, or water bowl, the title contrasts the burning
anguish of the Sufi with the soothing or satiating contentment of epiph-
any. It is possible that this phrase is part of the original title of the work,
abridged over time to include only the phrase Kitab al-Bayad wa-l-sawad

98 See Franz Rosenthal, “Ibn ‘Arabi between “Philosophy” and “Mysticism,” Oriens 31
(1988), 4.

99 Gerhard Béwering, “Two Early Sufi Manuscripts,” Jerusalem Studies of Arabic and
Islam 31 (2006), 209-231; the section on Jadhwat al-istila’ runs from page 209 to 219.

100 7hid., 210.

101 Jhid., 213.
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min khasa’is hikam al-‘ibad fi na‘t al-murid wa-l-murad, especially as this
last phrase equally invests in contrasting images, where bayad, white, is
contrasted with sawad, black, and murid, aspirant, is contrasted with
murad, object of aspiration. Without further evidence, this observation
cannot rise above the level of conjecture, hence our option not to include
the title of “C” in our edited version of the text.

The codices “<” and “(” have interesting stories to tell which go well
beyond the significance of their content that constitutes the K. al-Bayad
wa-l-sawad edited here. Why did these codices originate, who copied
them in the first place, and what life did they have afterwards? The dis-
crepancies of authorship and title that we face here make up part of this
story and, as such, are important to unravel. The last folio of the codex
“w,” £.188b, may suggest an Ibn ‘Arabi connection as it contains a memo-
randum that cleverly alludes to Ibn ‘Arabi as the author of the book with-
out naming him. It indicates that this very manuscript was read aloud in
Ibn ‘Arabi’s teaching sessions by his disciple Sadr al-Din al-Qunawi (605-
673/1207-1274). Bowering's translation of the memorandum reads:

Praise be to God, I listened to this blessed text being read. My disciple
al-Qunawi read out (the book) from beginning to end in different teaching
sessions, the last one on its date (of compilation?). Its author wrote it, may
God pardon him. Amen.102

If the attribution of the memorandum is correct, then it dates from the
last decade of Ibn ‘Arabi’s life when Qunawl accompanied him to
Damascus as his adopted son and disciple. Qinawi who remained with
the great master until his death in 638/1240, is known to have regularly
attended his master’s lectures, recording many of his works through dic-
tation. The first date recorded for Qunawi as a listener in Ibn ‘Arab1’s
teaching sessions, however, is the year 629/1229.103

Bowering concludes that this memorandum has no significance to the
book based on the evidence that Ibn ‘Arabi does not list Jadhwat al-istila’
as one of his compositions, nor does its content resemble any of Ibn
‘Arab?’s writings. The handwriting bears no similarity to the specimen we
have of Ibn ‘Arab1’s handwriting either. More to the point, the colophon

102 The Arabic text in the manuscript reads::

al-hamdu li-llahi. Sami‘tu hadhihi [-nuskha al-mubaraka bi-qira’ati tilmidhi al-Qunawt

mwallifuh ‘afa Allah ‘anh. Amin.

103 1hid., 212.
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of the manuscript states that it was copied in 606/1209. Knowing that
Qunawi was born in 605/1207, the content of the memorandum becomes
suspect.

Two observations are significant concerning the content of this mem-
orandum. First that it does not spell out Ibn ‘Arabi as the author, but
fiddles with the reader’s imagination as it invests in what might have
been known of the relation between Qunawi and Ibn ‘Arabi. As such, it
produces a compelling image of the book used for instruction in
QunawT’s teaching sessions. No higher sanction could be given to it than
to place Ibn ‘Arabi as a participant listener to it, except, perhaps, hinting
that it was actually authored by the great master himself. There remains
the issue of the vague date on which those teaching sessions were com-
pleted. To which date might the author of the memorandum be refer-
ring? The preceding folio contains the actual colophon of the codex
which states that its copying was completed on 17 Rabi‘ I of the year 606.
Is it possible that the memorandum also hints at that date to tie it to the
actual making of the codex? Whatever the reason may be, it remains an
ingenious ploy that should be appreciated for its subtle craftiness in kin-
dling the imagination of a potential buyer or reader. It is after all a ploy
that contributed to great misunderstanding about this book until the
present day.104

The colophon on f. 188a states that the codex was written in the
Sumaysati Sufi lodge,'%% in the city of Damascus on Sunday night of 17 of
Rab1‘ II in 606/October 20, 1209 by Abu 1-Faraj Ya‘qub b. Muhammad b.
‘Abd al-Malik al-Nihawandi. He wrote it to his friend al-Abhari, the
learned ascetic imam, noble in religion, beautiful in creed, and fortifier of
strangers, al-imam al-‘alim al-zahid najib al-din jamal al-ta’ifa mu‘izz al-
ghuraba’. This Abhari may be identified as Abu Talib ‘Abd al-Muhsin b.
Ab1 al-‘Amid al-Khafifi al-Abhari (d. 624/1227).196 It was written to aid its
recipient in his, probably divine, remembrance, tadhkira.

104 Interestingly, Ibn ‘Arabi mentions a book entitled al-Bayad wa-l-sawad twice in his
al-Futithat al-Makkiyya without naming its author; see Ibn ‘Arabi, al-Futuhat al-Makkiyya
(Cairo: Builaq, 1852-1859), 3: 414, 565.

105 This Sumaysati lodge refers to the Khanqah Sumaysatiyya in Damascus that took
its name from Abt 1-Qasim ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Sumaysati (d. 453/1061). He bequeathed
this house as a charitable endowment to the Sufis of Damascus. For further details, see
Bowering, “Two Early Manuscripts,” 213-4. See also Muhammad Muti‘ Hafiz, al-Khanqah
al-Sumaysatiyya bi-Dimashq (Damascus: Dar al-Birini, 2006).

106 Bgwering, “Two Early Manuscripts,” 214.



44 INTRODUCTION

On the side of the colophon we find the following statement: “I col-
lated and corrected to the best of my ability.” Though it appears to be
written in a different style than that adopted by Nihawandyj, it is obvious
from the text that he himself did the correcting, as the handwriting of the
corrected material is uniform with the handwriting of the text. The na-
ture of these corrections varies. In many cases, and probably due to an
oversight in copying, words or lines were missing and were added in the
margins. More important for our purposes are the copyist’s attempts to
correct several inconsistencies. These inconsistencies were probably
present in the manuscript from which he copied, because the same in-
consistencies appear in (9 as the examples below show. The scribe ap-
pears to be a critical editor who is knowledgeable about Sufi texts as well
as general historical or biographical sources. He consulted these works
and faithfully mentioned them as sources whenever he found inconsis-
tencies. Here are some examples:

#49: The text gives the following statement of Abt Yazid:

wa-qala Abu Yazid: ‘amiltu fi [-mujahada thalathin sanatan fa-ma wajadtu
shay’an ashadda ‘alayya min al-ilm wa-mutaba‘atihi wa-lawla ikhtilaf
al-‘ulama’ la-bagit.

This is the same reading found in (3 while J reads la-tafattattu. The scribe
of &, Nihawandi, notes in the margin la-shagqit as a variant of la-bagqit and
states Manaqib al-abrar of al-Mawsili (d. 552/1157) as his source.1%7

#549: In its chapter on the Sufis of Traq, the text mentions al-Husayn
b. Mansur al-Hallaj. The death date given is 307 AH. The same date is in (3
and J. The copyist of & corrects it to 309 AH, citing Sulami as his source.18

#553: The chapter on the Sufis of the Hijaz mentions Muhammad b.
Dawud Abu Bakr al-Duqqi. According to the text from which Nihawandi
copied, Duqgqi died a few years after 350 AH. This date also appears in (9
and J. The scribe of w corrects the date to 360, adding in the margin that
his source is the History of Abti Bakr al-Khatib, namely Ta’rikh Baghdad.
This is the addition and it is consistent with al-Baghdadi’s record:

107 The published text of Managqib al-abrar reads la-bagit, see Ibn Khamis al-Mawsili,
Managqib al-abrar wa-mahasin al-akhyar fi tabagat al-sufiyya, ed. Sa‘id ‘Abd al-Fattah (Bei-
rut: Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiyya, 2006), 1: 187-188.

108 See al-Sulami, Tabagat al-sufiyya, ed. Nur al-Din Shurayba (Cairo: Maktabat
al-Khanji, 1997), 308.
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wa-dhakara Abu Bakr al-Khatib fi tarikhihi annahu tuwuffiya li-sittin khala-
wna min Jamada al-ula sanat sittin wa-thalathimi’a.1%°

Another major contribution of Nihawandi to K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad is his
addition of a separate text by Sirjani, which is in the form of an admoni-
tion (wasiyya). This text is not part of 5 or J, and, as far as we know, is a
unique text by Sirjani. Nihawandr's inclusion of it shows his knowledge
that what had been known as Jadhwat al-istila’ wa-jafnat al-jtila’ and the
Wasiyya are both authored by the same person, presented by Nihawandi
as “Khwaja Abu l-Hasan ‘Al1 b. al-Hasan al-Kirmani al-Sirjani.”

The book’s last section is a series of separate queries concluded with
the poem addressed above which only subtly alludes to Sirjani as its au-
thor. K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad, therefore, appears not to have a clear con-
cluding section that would indicate Sirjani’s completion of the book. It is
probable that not having a clear and proper ending prompted the copyist
of & to add Sirjan1’s admonition to novices. It provides a concluding
statement of the author to a work which might otherwise appear incom-
plete. Following is the “Admonition” of Sirjani (#869):

Know my brother that whoever chooses this sect and this path must have
his hands always empty from worldly means, and must have his heart
reposed and un-desiring of people’s possessions. He must always strive to
deny his soul of its demands, and be in opposition to it. He must be inclined
against all appearances and the like. He must be friendly and compassion-
ate with the young and old alike. He must never abandon his reverence of
those possessing imminence, or his servitude of the humble, and must
believe in forsaking his allotment to them at all times. He does not contest
those with low or high importance in any of their states. If he, on the other
hand, is contested by any one of them, he finds the means to be in compli-
ance with them. He keeps a cheerful face and a kind spirit in either poverty
or in need. He makes every effort to conceal his state from others, and is
diligent not to perform any act of worship for the sake of it becoming vis-
ibly noticed by others because that would be grave idolatry. He does not
believe he should live on alms. If he finds himself forced to beg, either
because of his own need or the need of his companions, then he should
contemplate whether he should commit to solicitation to avoid committing
acts not allowed by Shari‘a. He constantly seeks the deeds and traditions of
his righteous predecessors, and strives to emulate their ways and conduct.
He commits to supplication in residence or in travel especially before sun-
break at all times. He seeks God’s forgiveness and is totally submissive to
Him. He raises his hands and heart to his Lord in sincere need of Him. If

109 See al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Ta’rikh madinat al-salam, ed. ‘Awwad Bashshar Ma‘raf
(Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 2001), 3:174.
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he is able to withdraw himself from all people, keep his actions and tran-
quility for the sake of God, may He be exalted, keep scrutiny over his
remembrance of God and his thoughts, strive to purify his heart by empty-
ing it from any regard to the created, and keep occupied with naught but
God, then he should do so and that is all.

3.2. MS Ayat Allah Mar‘ashi Najafi 117 “3”

The absence of a clear conclusion to K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad is more pro-
nounced in (3, in which the colophon curiously appears to serve this pur-
pose. In the long colophon, the great stature of both the author and the
recipient of the codex are strongly pronounced. Incessant praise of both
of them is written in ornate script humbling the copyist. His name and
date of copying appear at the end of a long passage which reads (#871):

It was an honor to have ornately copied this blessed book entitled ‘White
and Black,” one of the compositions of the godly master and divine seeker
Khwaja Aba 1-Hasan “Ali b. al-Hasan al-Sirjani, may God sanctify his soul,
by the order of one whose suggestion is ordinance and whose service is gain,
the master of Muslims, the leader of leaders, and God’s authority over men,
one who has brought together the knowledge of fura‘ and usul. He is the
teacher of ma‘qul and mangul, and the one honored by visiting the Proph-
et’s divine and celestial tomb, may the best prayers and the most exalted
of ranks be upon this tomb’s dweller. He is the one praiseworthy of Truth,
Divine law and religion, the master of time Mahmud b. Mahmud al-Husayni,
may God extend on all of us Muslims some of his gifts. This was copied by
one of the great grandchildren of the author Abt Muhammad “Ali b.
Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali, the khatib of Sirjan nicknamed ‘Imad
al-Din (the pillar of faith) on the first feast day of Shawwal of the year seven
hundred and forty six. It is hoped that in his generosity he has the copyist’s
remembrance in his noble thoughts.

Such verification bears weight as the copyist of the codex was a descen-
dent of the author Sirjani himself, Imad al-Din Aba Muhammad ‘Ali b.
Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Khatib. He finished copying this
codex on the first day of Shawwal of the year 746/July 13, 1363, in the city
of Sirjan, the native city of his great grandfather. It was copied for the
benefit of one of its notables Mahmud b. Mahmud al-Husayni, and at the
latter’s request. The information recorded in the colophon establishes a
historical insight into the continued legacy of Sirjani in his native city for
at least three centuries after his death. Obviously, the great grandchild of
Sirjani maintained the life of a learned man, and he appears to have been
involved with keeping SirjanT’s legacy alive, partly through copying his
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book and making it available. Obviously K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad was a
work in demand in learned circles of Sirjan. This Husayni does not appear
to be a typical Sufi. Of the description above, he was a man learned in all
matters of religious law, and was a teacher of both philosophy and tradi-
tion. This is important as it proves the relevance of the book to circles
other than Sufi ones. In fact, the subject matter of the book shows the
author’s education in fields beyond that pertaining to mystical conduct
and awareness as it offers an overreaching view that opens the fields of
literature, medicine, or wisdom to the breadth of Sufi thought.

Among many other things, the codex (s derives its importance from
verifying the full title of K. al-Bayad wa-l-sawad and ascertaining Sirjant’s
authorship of the book, as this is clearly stated on its title page:

S ally Aol o 3 5LALSS pailas o slyedly 2L OE
Bliel) LI GO ALY sttt Gl e
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The codex (3 consists of 144 folios with 23 lines on each page. It is written
in very clear naskhi script, remarkably clearer than that of <, resulting
from the copyist’s intention to give it as a gift to the recipient, not to men-
tion being a source of familial pride to the copyist. This clear script solved
many of the problems we faced in reading & which were the result of
several factors such as absence of diacritical marks, obliterated words
from water damage, or simply the unclear handwriting of the copyist him-
self. Moreover, both codices complement each other, as each contains
material not present in the other, ranging from single words, to phrases,
to missing folios.

Unlike <, there does not appear to be any evidence of later revision of
the text attempted by either the copyist himself or by a later hand. A
memorandum written on the title page describes the codex as “very valu-
able.” It says:

L2 o a2 o e VLl gy Caadl i B 1 il lo s
BRI Ol o e 1358 (1 358 Lol ALK, L2l )
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The memorandum gives the names of the recipient and copyist. It adds,
however, that the codex was compared to a copy written by the author
himself. There is evidence of revision undertaken by the copyist given
that material appears added in the margins. This material is, however,
restricted to words or simple phrases that the copyist had originally
missed in his copying. This does not rise to the level of editing perceived
in . We can assume, therefore, that codex (s is faithful to the codex from
which it was copied, but can this mean that the original codex was that
penned by the author himself? In our view, this is rather unlikely. For one
thing, the extensive colophon fails to mention that, although it was not
devoid of great detail regarding the author and recipient alike. Also, the
memorandum seems simply to restate what it perceives in the text itself,
seeing a few corrections in the margins and repeating the information of
the colophon. Whoever penned that memorandum may have simply
deduced that being one of the descendents of the author, the copyist must
have had at hand the original copy of the book which is not necessarily
true.

(s has undergone several binding processes that resulted in either lost
or misplaced folios. One folio that appears added before the title page
contains several ownership notes and dispersed lines of poetry. All that
concerns us in this added folio is that a detailed index of the contents of
the book is presented under the heading of “Seventy-three Chapters.”
The last chapter which discusses “Queries” lists the topics of each ques-
tion, which are twenty-nine in number. Following is a detailed descrip-
tion of missing or displaced folios in (3 and the material affected in the
text:

e Two folios appear missing between folios numbered 41 and 42. The
paragraphs affected are from the end of 233 to the middle of 245.

e A section of the book has been lost after folio 79. This lacuna should
have contained the latter part of chapter 33, and chapters 34 and 3s.
Only two folios of this lacuna have survived and are wrongly bound
as part of chapter 30. What stands now as folios 72 and 73 are folios,
that should have belonged to chapter 34. The paragraphs affected
are mid 455 to 481

e Folio 89 is bound in place of folio 91 and vice versa.

e  Page 102v and 103r are missing from our copy of (. This lacuna is
probably not present in the codex itself, but is due to an error made
while taking images of the codex.
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o on the other hand furnishes us with the missing folios in &. The mate-
rial affected is from the middle of paragraph 797 through paragraph 836.

3.3. MS British Library Board or 12632 “J”

MS Or 12632 of the British library is listed as Anonymous (agqwal
al-a’imma al-sufiyya) and is dated from the 14-15 century Ce. The manu-
script contains a table of contents, written by a later hand in four folios
entitled: Fihrist hadha [-kitab al-mubarak al-musamma bi-aqwal al-aimma
al-sifiyya. Apart from that the text proper has 238 folios. The writing is
clear and fully vocalized until folio 78v after which another less careful
scribe seems to have continued the copying. The text itself lacks the
incipit. The first folio starts with da'wahu wa-la akhlahu min ma‘ndhu
(which corresponds to line 5 of #2 of this edition). The manuscript has no
ending other than the poem in #868 and no scribe’s name. The text has
many lacunae because of homoteleuton and agrees with (3 in most varia-
tions from . Its importance, however, lies in the rare places where it
offers a better reading than o and (3, or when it offers a text missing or
blotted in these two manuscripts.

4. TECHNICAL OBSERVATIONS ABOUT THE EDITION

To make the text manageable for the reader, it has been arranged by
paragraphs, with a number assigned to each in parentheses. Major varia-
tions among the manuscripts are documented in footnotes that follow
each paragraph. Minor variations which do not affect the meaning (and
consequently the translation) of the text were disregarded so as not to
clutter the footnotes. Meters have been added in parentheses, preceding
the verses of poetry in the Arabic text. With regard to Qur’an citations
the numbers of stira and verse have been inserted into the text in brack-
ets at the end of the citations, which have been fully vocalized. Some
ancillary signs were added consistently to the Arabic text, such as the
doubling sign over a consonant (tashdid). The tashdid was omitted, how-
ever, in liaison for the definite article in case of “sun” letters. Vowel signs
were added to indicate a passive form of a verb or to refer to the first or
second person when required for textual precision. Otherwise, vowel
signs were added to the body of the text only when they serve to avoid
textual ambiguity or indicate a preferred reading chosen from among
grammatically correct options. Vowel signs were not added to personal
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names, except when required to avoid a possible confusion in the pro-
nunciation of a particular name. More vowel signs were added to the po-
etic verses to help the reading according to the corresponding meter.
Punctuation marks, such as commas, periods, question marks and excla-
mation marks have been added to the Arabic text. The indices refer to
paragraph numbers throughout. In the index of names, each name is
listed in the short form in which it occurs in the text, followed after an
equal sign by a full name and, in parentheses, a date of death inasmuch
as it could be established by research in the Arabic biographical sources.
The index of poetic verses includes the meters of the verses as well as the
beginning and end (matla‘and gafiya) of each couplet for accurate refer-
ence.



INTRODUCTION

5. ILLUSTRATIONS

© MS Landberg 64, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library
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