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PREFACE

This work is a study and a critical edition of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād min 
khaṣāʾiṣ ḥikam al-ʿibād fī naʿt al-murīd wa-l-murād (The Black and White 
in the Words of Wisdom by Bondsmen Describing the Seeker and the 
Mystic Quest) of Abū l-Ḥasan ʿAlī b. al-Ḥasan al-Kirmānī al-Sīrjānī (d. ca. 
470/1077).

K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād is a substantial Sufi handbook written in the 
tone of a guiding Sufi master. It collects the mystical tradition of past 
eminent Sufis in the form of anecdotes and aphorisms to instill guiding 
wisdom in the hearts of aspiring Sufi adepts. Each of its seventy-three 
chapters forms an independent treatise that focuses on a single Sufi con-
cept or rule of conduct highlighted by the dicta of Sufi masters, Qurʾānic 
verses, Prophetic traditions, words of wisdom literature, and verses of po-
etry. K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād is an anthology that seemingly disguises the 
presence of its author behind a substantial body of sayings uttered by 
Sufis of the 8th to 10th centuries. Yet Sīrjānī as author is markedly present 
in his meticulous craftsmanship of the book. He reserved for himself a 
few places in which he expressly voiced his thoughts and opinions. We 
call this his ‘voice,’ which we find strikingly apparent in the title he chose 
for his book, in his introduction to it, and in the short comments with 
which he concluded most of its chapters, connecting them to the themes 
of the following chapters. Not only does this create an internal unity that 
binds together the discursive dicta of the book, but more importantly, it 
presents a discourse which these dicta come to demonstrate. 

A significant number of the statements and anecdotes of K. al-Bayāḍ 
wa-l-sawād cannot be found in any other source, which makes this work 
crucial for the study of early Sufism, its history and doctrines. The work 
delineates the foundations of Sufism and forms a guiding manual to as-
piring adepts who seek an inner knowledge of God. It defines faith and 
repentance from a mystical perspective and spouts denial, renunciation 
and abstinence, seeking total absorption in the recollection of God. The 
book highlights the Sufi master-disciple relationship presenting the char-
acteristics of apostleship, essentials of conduct and manners, the ideas of 
poverty, mendicancy, hunger, Sufi companionship, friendship, chivalry, 
and the gentleness and compassion of Sufi masters. It deals with concep-
tions of mystical theory such as unification and separation, annihilation 
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and subsistence, mystical knowledge, spiritual insight, the world of the 
unseen, and the spiritual states and way stations. Controversial topics are 
presented, such as beatific vision, ecstatic utterances, and saintly mira-
cles. A chapter on Sufi poetry demonstrates Sīrjānī’s distinctive literary 
sensitivity.

K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād falls within a tradition of specialized Sufi 
handbooks and hagiographies that were written between the second half 
of the 4th/10th century and the end of the 5th/11th century. These works 
offer a carefully delineated and coherent tradition of learning, piety, and 
mysticism. Khurāsān gave rise to many of these Sufi works, including  
K. al-Lumaʿ fī l-taṣawwuf  (Book of Flashes on Sufism) of Abū Naṣr al-
Sarrāj (d. 378/988), Ṭabaqāt al-ṣūfiyya (Generations of the Sufis) and nu-
merous other treatises of Abū ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Sulamī (d. 412/1021), 
Tahdhīb al-asrār (Refining the Secrets) of al-Khargūshī (d. ca. 407/1016), 
al-Risāla al-Qushayriyya (Al-Qushayrī’s Epistle on Sufism) of Abū l-Qāsim 
al-Qushayrī (d. 465/1072), and Salwat al-ʿārifīn wa-uns al-mushtāqīn (The 
Comfort of Those Knowing God and the Intimacy of Those Longing for 
God) of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī (d. 470/1077). All of these authors were ac-
tive in Nīshāpūr, except for Sarrāj who lived in Ṭūs. One can add to this 
list K. al-Taʿarruf li-madhhab ahl al-taṣawwuf (Introducing the Way of the 
People of Sufism) of Abū Bakr al-Kalābādhī (d. 380/990 or 385/995), ac-
tive in Bukhārā, Qūt al-qulūb (The Sustenance of Hearts) of Abū Ṭālib  
al-Makkī (d. 386/996), active in Basra and Baghdad, Ḥilyat al-awliyāʾ  
wa-ṭabaqāt al-aṣfiyāʾ (The Ornament of God’s Friends and Generations of 
the Pure Ones) of Abū Nuʿaym al-Iṣbahānī (d. 430/1038), active in 
Iṣbahān but visited Nīshāpūr, Iraq, and Ḥijāz, Kashf al-muḥjūb 
(Uncovering the Veiled) of al-Hujwīrī (d. ca. 467/1075), originally from 
Ghazna but died in Lahore, and Ṭabaqāt al-ṣūfiyya (Generations of the 
Sufis) of ʿAbdallah al-Anṣārī (d. 481/1089), active in Herat. Sīrjānī, the au-
thor of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād, however, was active in the city of Sīrjān in 
the province of Kirmān, thus providing a valuable addition to our knowl-
edge of the spread of Sufism outside Khurāsān in the 5th/11th century.
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INTRODUCTION

1. Abū l-Ḥasan ʿAlī b. al-Ḥasan al-Kirmānī al-Sīrjānī,  
His Life and Legacy1

The name of the author of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād, as it appears in the 
colophons of two of the manuscripts2 upon which the text is based, is Abū 
l-Ḥasan ʿAlī b. al-Ḥasan3 al-Sīrjānī.4 Very little is recorded about Sīrjānī’s 
(or Sīrajānī’s) life and works.5 Save for some references, there is no clear 
indication as to the direction of his scholarly pursuits or his teachers in 

1 Where the spelling of Arabic and Persian terms or place names is included in English 
dictionaries, we have generally adopted standard American usage. EI2 stands for the new 
edition of The Encyclopedia of Islam, ed. H.A.R. Gibb et al. (Leiden: Brill, 1960-2002), and 
EIran for the Encyclopedia Iranica, ed. E. Yarshater (New York: Columbia University Cen-
ter for Iranian Studies, 1985-ongoing).

2 The manuscripts have the identifying numbers: MS Landberg 64 found in the Bei-
necke Rare Book and Manuscript Library of Yale University, and 117 in the manuscript 
collection of Vaqf-i Kitābkhānay-i ʿUmūmī- Ḥaẓrat-i Āyat Allāh al-ʿUẓmā Marʿashī in 
Qumm, Iran. Detailed descriptions of the manuscripts will be given below.

3 He is ʿAlī b. al-Ḥasan in: Ḥājjī Khalīfa, Kashf al-ẓunūn ʿan asāmī al-kutub wa-l-funūn 
(Istanbul, Maʿārif, 1941-1943), 2: 98; Anṣārī Harawī, Ṭabaqāt al-ṣūfiyya, ed. Muḥammad Sur-
var Mawlāʾī (Tehran: Intishārāt Ṭūs, 1362 [1983]), 547; Abū Rūḥ Luṭfallāh b. Abī Saʿd 
al-Mayhanī, Ḥālāt wa-ṣukhanān Abū Saʿīd Abū l-Khayr, ed. Muḥammad Riḍā Shafīʿī 
Kadkanī (Tehran: Sukhan, 1376), 88-89; Abū Ṭāhir Aḥmad b. Muḥammad, Muʿjam al-safar, 
ed. ʿAbdallāh ʿUmar al-Bārūdī (Beirut: Dār al-Fikr, 1993), 159; and Muḥammad b. al-
Munawwar al-Mayhanī, Asrār al-tawḥīd fī maqāmāt al-Shaykh Abī Saʿīd, ed. Dhabīḥullāh 
Ḥannā (Tehran: Muʾassasat Maṭbūʿātī, 1332 [1953]), 353. The variant ʿAlī b. al-Ḥusayn is in 
Hujwīrī’s Kashf al-maḥjūb, ed. Maḥmūd ʿĀbidī (Tehran: Soroush Press, 2009), 262, and in 
Ismāʿīl Bāshā al-Baghdādī, Hadiyyat al-ʿārifīn (Istanbul: Maʿārif, 1951), 692. 

4 Sīrjānī, the author of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād, shares a similar name or nisba with a 
number of Sufi personalities of his time. The closest to our author is Abū l-Ḥasan ʿAlī b. 
al-Ḥasan b. Salmuwayh al-Naysābūrī al-Ṣūfī al-Tājir (d. 478/1085), one of the disciples of 
Abū l-Qāsim al-Qushayrī, see al-Samʿānī, al-Ansāb, ed. ʿAbdallāh ʿUmar al-Bārūdī (Beirut: 
Dār al-Jinān, 1988), 3: 281; al-Dhahabī, Tārīkh al-Islām, ed. ʿUmar ʿAbd al-Salām Tadmurī 
(Beirut: Dār al-Kitāb al-ʿArabī, 1407/1987-1421/2000), (yrs. 471-480): 240. See also al-Ḥāfiẓ 
Abū l-Ḥasan al-Fārisī, al-Mukhtaṣar min Kitāb al-Siyāq li-tārīkh Naysābūr, ed. Muḥammad 
Kāẓim al-Maḥmūdī (Tehran: Mīrāth-i Maktūb, 2005), #2135. Also bearing a similar name is 
Abū ʿAlī al-Ḥasan b. Muḥammad b. Aḥmad b. ʿAbdallāh b. al-Faḍl b. Ghālib al-Kirmānī 
al-Shīrjānī al-Ṣūfī (d. 495/1101), a muḥaddith who traveled to Fars, then Syria, and died in 
Baghdād, see al-Ṣafadī, al-Wāfī bi-l-wafayāt (Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1962-2010), 
12: 215 and the sources listed there.

5 A short article about K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād in Persian presents several statements 
from primary sources about Sīrjānī and his book, see Moḥsen Pūrmokhtār, ““Bayāḍ 
wa-sawād-i” Sīrjānī,” Nameh Baharestan 11-12 (1386), 223-232.
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either the general Islamic sciences, such as the Qurʾān, ḥadīth, language 
or literature, or, more specifically, his orientation to the Sufi way. He was 
a native of the city of Sīrjān (or Sīrajān)6 in the province of Kirmān7 and 
was considered one of its most notable Sufis by his contemporaries and 
later Sufi historians alike. His contemporary al-Hujwīrī (d. ca. 467/1075) 
deems him “the wandering devotee (sayyāḥ) of his age” in his Kashf 
al-maḥjūb,8 while Muḥammad b. al-Munawwar (d. 598/1202), the author 
of Asrār al-tawḥīd fī maqāmāt al-shaykh Abī Saʿīd, opines that Sīrjānī was 
one of the three most notable Sufis of his age.9 The sources do not provide 
a definite date of death for Sīrjānī, although it must have occurred in the 
second half of the fifth/eleventh century. Hadiyyat al-ʿārifīn states that he 
died around 470/1077.10 Kashf al-maḥjūb refers to Sīrjānī as having died 

6 Sīrjān, according to Yāqūt al-Ḥamawī’s Muʿjam al-buldān, was one of the largest cit-
ies of Kirmān. It was also the province’s most prominent city in science and knowledge, 
and its “most beautiful;” see Yāqūt al-Ḥamawī, Muʿjam al-buldān (Beirut: Dār Ṣādir, 1955-
1957), 3: 295. Sīrjān, situated around five miles to the east of the modern city of Saʿīdābād, 
was the capital city of Kirmān during the first three centuries of Islam. It became the 
administrative capital of the province in Būyid times (4th/10th century). Yet, despite the 
transfer of Kirmān’s capital to Bardsīr by the Būyid governor Ibn Ilyās, Sīrjan continued to 
flourish due to its important position on the Shīrāz-Kirmān route and on the north-south 
route to Hormuz and the Gulf coast; see C.E. Bosworth, “al-Sīradjān,” in EI2, 9: 667, and  
C.E. Bosworth, “Kirmān,” in EI2, 5: 150.

7 Kirmān was a province with highly populated cities situated between Makrān to the 
east, Fars to the west, Khurāsān to the north, and the Persian Gulf to the south. Its varied 
topography was rich with fertile districts and cultivated areas. According to Yāqūt 
al-Ḥamawī, Kirmān’s inhabitants were virtuous Muslims upholding the Sunna, ahluhā 
akhyārun, ahlu sunnatin wa-jamāʿatin wa-khayrin wa-ṣalāh; see Yāqūt al-Ḥamawī, Muʿjam 
al-buldān, 4: 454. Kirmān came under Saljūq control during the middle of the 5th/11th 
century. “In the reign of Arslān Shāh b. Kirmān Shāh, the ʿulamāʾ are alleged to have come 
to Kirmān from far and wide. His son, Muḥammad, gave pensions to the fuqahāʾ . . . Some 
of the officials and amīrs of the Saljūqs were also builders and patrons of the religious 
classes.” C.E. Bosworth, “Kirmān,” in EI2, 5: 158-9, for the full article on “Kirmān” see 5: 147-
166.

8 The other two were ʿAlī al-Khabbāz of Marw and Abū Saʿīd b. Abī l-Khayr  
(d. 440/1049), the grandfather of Ibn Munawwar to whose legacy the Asrār al-tawḥīd is 
dedicated. Al-Jullābī al-Hujwīrī, The Kashf al-maḥjūb; the Oldest Persian Treatise on Sufism, 
tr. R.A. Nicholson (London: Luzac and Company, 1976), 173. For the Persian text, see Kashf 
al-maḥjūb, 262.

9 Muḥammad b. al-Munawwar, Asrār al-tawḥīd, 353. 
10 Baghdādī, Hadiyyat al-ʿārifīn, 1: 692. The name given in this source is ʿ Alī b. al-Ḥusayn 

(not al-Ḥasan) al-Kirmānī al-Ṣūfī. Except for providing an approximate date of death, the 
entry for ʿAlī b. al-Ḥusayn is identical to the entry for ʿAlī b. al-Ḥasan, our author, which is 
found in Kashf al-ẓunūn. 
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before its compilation,11 which took place between 465/1072 and 469/1077 
according to Nicholson.12 

Sīrjānī was a disciple of Abū Ismāʿīl Aḥmad b. Muḥammad b. Ḥamza 
al-Ṣūfī, nicknamed Shaykh ʿAmmū (d. 441/1049),13 a destination to many 
aspiring Sufis to whom he transmitted the stories of earlier Sufis. Shaykh 
ʿAmmū was also known to have lived in service of the Sufis and that 
earned him the title khādim Khurāsān.14 Sīrjānī remained a Sufi disciple 
of Shaykh ʿAmmū throughout the latter’s life and assumed guidance of 
his own Sufi disciples only after his death. Faithful to his master’s ex-
ample, Sīrjānī took on the practice of serving the community of Sufis at 
his ribāṭ in Sīrjān located either at or near the shrine of Shāh b. Shujāʿ 
al-Kirmānī (d. 270/883-4). 

Sīrjānī may have been a man of comfortable means, which allowed 
him to devote attention to and serve Sufis. By profession, he was a drug-
gist and possibly used the proceeds of his work for the betterment of his 
community. He also appears to have been commissioned to manage the 
religious endowments (awqāf) of the city, including his ribāṭ.15 Sīrjānī’s 
comfortable means may have also instigated contention with rival Sufis 
in Kirmān who cast doubt upon his Sufi credentials.16 

There is little information about the men who sought Sīrjānī’s guid-
ance and the extent to which he exercised a controlled training role 
rather than an educating role over his disciples. A certain Abū ʿAdnān 
ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz b. Ṣāliḥ b. al-Muẓaffar al-Ashtarī in Nihāwand says: “I trav-
eled to ʿAlī b. al-Ḥasan Sīrjānī in Kirmān and dwelled in his [Sufi] lodge 

11 Hujwīrī, Kashf al-maḥjūb, 262. 	
12 See R. A. Nicholson’s introduction to: Al-Hujwīrī, The Kashf al-maḥjūb, xi. See also  

G. Böwering, “Hojvīrī, Abu’l-Ḥasan ʿAlī,” in EIran (online) and Hidayet Hosain, “Hudjwīrī,” 
in EI2, 3: 546a-546b.

13 Shaykh ʿAmmū is a well-traveled master who was a disciple of Abū l-ʿAbbās Aḥmad 
b. Muḥammad al-Nihāwandī (d. 370/980-1), a pupil of Jaʿfar al-Khuldī (d. 348/959) and 
companion of Abū Bakr al-Shiblī (d. 334/945). He was called “ʿAmmū” because Nihāwandī 
gave him authority over his other disciples by designating him as their “uncle.” See Fritz 
Meier, Abū Saʿīd-i Abū l-Ḫayr: Wirklichkeit und Legende (Tehran: Bibliothèque Pahlavi, 
1976), 444.

14 Jāmī, Nafaḥāt al-uns min ḥaḍarāt al-quds, ed. Maḥmūd ʿĀbidī (Tehran: Iṭṭilāʿāt, 
1373), 349. 

15 See ʿAbdallāh Anṣārī, Ṭabaqāt al-ṣūfiyya, 547.
16 Anṣārī reports that a dispute arose between Sīrjānī and a certain Khalīl Khāzin who 

condemns Sīrjānī for spending a good portion of the day, (from daybreak to breakfast 
time!) pleasurably consuming food, drink and medications, while Khāzin spends that time 
searching for something to eat. See ʿAbdallāh Anṣārī, Ṭabaqāt al-ṣūfiyya, 547, see also 539.
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(ribāṭ).17 I did not speak out of modesty, but I spoke one day and he 
laughed. He said ‘I thought he was a mute.’ Then I copied the K. al-
Sawād wa-l-bayāḍ written by him in twelve days and studied it with 
him.”18 This account seems to suggest that Sīrjānī acted as an educating 
rather than as a training master to Ashtarī. His encounter with Sīrjānī 
probably composed a single station of his academic pursuits. This does 
not necessarily imply that Sīrjānī did not have close disciples who were 
strictly guided by him, as it would seem acceptable to assume that Sīrjānī 
fulfilled this role since he himself had undergone this kind of training 
with Shaykh ʿAmmū. Furthermore, his waṣiyya at the end of the book 
hints at prescribed practices as he advises novices of the necessity of re-
citing litanies (awrād) whether or not in travel, and in a constant manner 
throughout the night. Ahmet Karamustapha notes that this developing 
sheikh-aspirant relationship witnessed in the fourth/tenth and fifth/elev-
enth centuries reflects a general mode of patron-client relationships that 
permeated the social fabric of the Muslim world of those centuries in 
addition to the proliferation of madrasas in the fifth/eleventh century.19 
He also contends that the development of the sheikh-murīd relation-
ship in Khurāsān and Transoxiana “was linked with the blending of Sufis 
with Malāmatīs20 and the ḥakīms,21 indigenous trends that had already 
developed strong traditions of disciplining and training the lower self.”22 

17 For the term ribāṭ, see Nasser Rabbat, “Ribāṭ,” in EI2, 8: 493b-506b. See also G. Böwer-
ing and M. Melvin-Koushki, “Khānaqāh,” in EIran (online).

18 Silafī, Muʿjam al-safar, 159.
19 Ahmet T. Karamustafa, Sufism: The Formative Period (Cairo: The American Univer-

sity of Cairo Press, 2007), 120.
20 Malāmatiyya, or the path of blame, is a mystical tradition of piety that developed in 

Nīshāpūr in the late 3rd/9th century. Its distinguishing characteristic is that all outward 
appearance of piety or religiosity is ostentation and that one should constantly be suspi-
cious of the lower self (nafs). For the doctrine and history of this tradition, see Karamus-
tafa, Sufism: The Formative Period, 48-51; Frederick de Jong, Hamid Algar, Colin Imber, 
“Malāmatiyya,” in EI2, 6: 223b-228b; Sarah Sviri, “Ḥakīm Tirmidhī and the Malāmatī Move-
ment in Early Sufism,” in Classical Persian Sufism from Its Origins to Rumi, ed. Leonard 
Lewisohn (London: Khaniqahi Nimatullahi Publications. 1993), 587-92; and Naṣrallāh 
Pūrjavādī, “Manbaʿī kuhan dar bāb-i malāmatiyān-i Nīshābūr,” Maʿārif 15, no. 1-2 (1998): 
3-5. See also Sulamī’s important treatise entitled Risālat al-Malāmatiyya published as 
al-Malāmatiyya wa-l-ṣūfiyya wa-ahl al-futuwwa, ed. Abū l-ʿAlāʾ al-ʿAfīfī (Cairo: Dār Iḥyāʾ 
al-Kutub al-ʿArabiyya, 1364/1945); see also Uṣūl al-malāmatiyya wa-ghalaṭāt al-ṣūfiyya, ed. 
ʿAbd al-Fattāḥ al-Fāwī Maḥmūd (Cairo: Jāmiʿat al-Qāhira, 1405/1985), 138-212.

21 What is intended by ḥakīms in this context is what Karamustafa describes as a “par-
ticular social type” of a sage who “combined in his person several different areas of learn-
ing such as Ḥanafī jurisprudence, kalām, Qurʾānic exegesis, ḥadīth, . . . also ‘experiential,’ 
spiritual knowledge.” See Ahmet T. Karamustafa, Sufism: The Formative Period, 47, also 69. 

22 Ibid., 120.
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Some Malāmatī tendencies are found in Sīrjānī’s waṣiyya amended to  
K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād, which include his preference for earning a living, 
and his dislike of piety as public display. The Malāmatī Sufi blending 
seen in Sīrjānī’s writings, in addition to the significance of ḥikma as its 
underlying concept and organizational principle seem to further support 
Karamustafa’s findings. 

The continued legacy of Sīrjānī is owed largely to his K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-
sawād, as the manuscripts of this book show. Generations of his progeny 
enjoyed respectable positions in Sīrjān and partook in the copying of 
the book, either to give as a gift or to make it available to those who 
requested it.23 

In addition to K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād, Sīrjānī is accredited with 
authoring another work titled Sirāj al-sharīʿa wa-minhāj al-ḥaqīqa (The 
Light of Religious Law and the Way of Truth).24 The work, according to 
Ḥājjī Khalīfa, combines the knowledge of details of religious law (ʿilm al-
furūʿ), with knowledge of the Sufi way (ʿilm al-ḥaqīqa). Issues pertaining 
to religious law are mentioned in the first section of this book followed 
by a section on Sufi science.25 No further information about Sirāj al-
sharīʿa is provided save its opening statement, “Praise be to God who 
has revealed a way to the corporal’s [performance of] obligatory duties.”26 

2. K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-Sawād

2.1. The Author’s Voice

The text of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād collects the mystical traditions of past 
eminent Sufis who are, in Sīrjānī’s opinion, “few in number but have great 
stature with their Lord (#2).”27 It is woven into seventy-three chapters. 
Each chapter focuses on a single Sufi concept or rule of conduct that is 
illustrated by the dicta of Sufi masters, Qurʾānic verses, Prophetic tradi-

23 As will be discussed below, the Qumm manuscript of the work was copied by one of 
Sīrjānī’s great grandchildren, while the purpose of copying the Beinecke manuscript was 
to invoke divine recollection of the copyist’s friend and recipient.

24 See Baghdādī, Hadiyyat al-ʿārifīn, 1: 692; Ḥājjī Khalīfa, Kashf al-ẓunūn, 2: 983.
25 “jamaʿa fīhi bayna l-furūʿ wa-ʿilm al-ḥaqīqa, dhakara awwalan masāʾil al-furūʿ 

thumma ardafahā ʿilm al-ḥaqīqa.” Ḥājjī Khalīfa, Kashf al-ẓunūn, 2: 983.
26 “al-ḥamdu li-llāhi l-ladhī awḍaḥa li-l-mafrūḍāt ʿalā l-abdān ṭarīqatan,” Ibid.
27 Numbers enclosed in parentheses refer to numbers of paragraphs in the text of  

K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād. 
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tions, in addition to other sources of wisdom literature28 and poetry selec-
tions. Throughout, Sīrjānī’s voice remains veiled behind this vast network 
of utterances. Collectively, these utterances draw a picture of spirituality 
and a self-effacing quest for an all-encompassing Divine Reality. As 
author, Sīrjānī appears to be performing this very same self-effacing prac-
tice of the Sufis. His individual “I” as speaker, or commentator on various 
dicta, recedes in favor of earlier mystics recounting their own stories and 
experiences, or in favor of third-person speakers who were either wit-
nesses to these stories or later narrators of them. His creativity appears 
hidden in his selection and recombination of earlier traditions into new 
groups and categories. His voiced opinion is present in the introduction 
of the book and in his short comments which conclude the theme of every 
chapter and connect it to the theme of the next. Sometimes coupled with 
a few lines of poetry, these comments draw conceptual and experiential 
linkages between the various chapters of the book as will be shown. 
Equally significant is Sīrjānī’s distinct voice in the peculiar and complex 
title of his book.

In any such text, which primarily utilizes a reconfiguration of past 
material, the author’s vision of what the text is, and his aim for produc-
ing it, remain paramount. Though not originally uttered by the author, 
the material that is included is collated mainly to substantiate a vision 
that is strictly his own. It produces a new configuration that says a new 
thing and speaks distinctly of his vision of the Sufi quest and of his aim 
in authoring this book. In this framework, guidance of Sufi adepts ap-
pears central to his aim where the collection of utterances concretely 
demonstrates to a Sufi adept a sum of guiding pious practices. While 
Sufi consciousness commands a total absorption in God’s recollection 
(dhikr), Sīrjānī contends that such an elevated level of consciousness will 
be reached when an adept totally absorbs himself in the recollection of 
the pious conduct of eminent past Sufis. 

The short introduction to K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād is one of the few 
places where Sīrjānī’s voice as author is detected, evident when he clear-
ly spells out his purpose and methodology. He says (#1-3):

28 For a comprehensive study on wisdom literature in the Arabo-Islamic tradition, see 
Dimitri Gutas, “Classical Arabic Wisdom Literature: Nature and Scope,” Journal of the 
American Oriental Society 101 (1981), 49-86 and the sources listed there. See also Franz 
Rosenthal, Knowledge Triumphant: The Concept of Knowledge in Medieval Islam (Leiden: 
Brill, 2006), 35-51; Hikmet Yaman, Prophetic Niche in the Virtuous City, The Concept of Hik-
mah in Early Islamic Thought (Leiden: Brill, 2011).
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This book puts together chapters on wisdom sayings uttered by a group of 
people who are few in number but are of great stature and importance to 
God. They are the eminent Sufis who exist with God in the condition of 
spirits but who walk among His creatures in phantomlike bodies. They have 
devoted themselves to His remembrance every night and morning and 
adhered to the Book of God, may He be exalted, outwardly and inwardly, 
and in thought and heart. They followed the traditions of the Prophet, peace 
be upon him, in speech, deeds, decorum and morality. I collected these 
wisdom sayings in love for the predecessors, in service to successors and in 
need to view and accompany them in this world and after. May God accom-
plish this mission in me and never deprive me of its meaning for God is the 
Lord and Master. The chains of transmission have been omitted because 
the authenticity of the maxims and their narration derive from their being 
present and accepted. Every person who comprehends the maxims’ mean-
ings will receive good fortune, whereas one whose understanding is inca-
pable of reaching these meanings is in grave danger. It is incumbent upon 
one who does not comprehend the Sufis’ speech not to accept it because 
that will lead him astray, nor to refuse it because that will lead him to 
ignorance. Acceptance generates failure while rejection generates falsity. 
This is because the ignorant who claims knowledge will reach false judg-
ments based on outward appearances while the understanding of the feeble 
knower does not enable him to comprehend the maxims, so he judges those 
who utter them to be heretics. These maxims belong to the sciences of 
states, which adepts must comprehend at all times because states are con-
tinuous while actions are disconnected. Everyone who takes up the Sufi 
path must know the Sufis’ actions, states, morals and conduct at night and 
day and in every interval so that he performs his due tasks until he is 
brought to the knowledge which is only bestowed on the Sufis. When this 
knowledge is reached, the minds that hear it are perplexed, the hearts that 
dwell in it find comfort, and the spirits of those who have knowledge are 
satiated.

This introduction leads to several conclusions. Foremost is Sīrjānī’s clear 
conception of the audience of his book, which he divides into three 
groups, the first two of which are different kinds of Sufi adepts. The first is 
the group of adepts (al-murīdūn) who have the capacity to comprehend 
the utterances of Sufis and, consequently, are deserving of great fortunes. 
These adepts are the main audience of his book. Their understanding of 
past Sufi experience is an indispensable component of their quest with-
out which it would be void. He differentiates this group from the second 
group of adepts, constituted of individuals who emulate Sufi conduct but 
do not comprehend its science. The conduct of these individuals leads 
them astray because their inner knowledge is incompatible with their 
outer conduct. Their outer conduct wrongly substantiates their inade-
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quate inner reality and renders their conduct false (bāṭil). The third group 
consists of those who have the capacity to comprehend the Sufi dicta, but 
do so only to refute the Sufi way. In his opinion, any understanding that 
leads to refutation is, by definition, improper and inadequate as it could 
not rise to a true comprehension of the quest, which could only be 
attained experientially. In all, Sīrjānī believes that he authored this book 
as an act of love for his “pious predecessors,” the earlier Sufis, and as a 
service to his “successors,” presumably the initiates who are under his 
guidance. 

In addition to anecdotes of the scrupulousness and conduct of the 
early Sufi masters, each chapter contains multiple definitions of Sufi con-
cepts delineating entries that are of a strict lexical nature. These defini-
tions are often strung together in an uninterrupted formula of “qāla . . . 
qīla . . .” all expounding on the single concept that is the topic of each 
individual chapter. The following passage from the chapter on maʿrifa 
demonstrates this (#131-132):

Abū Bakr al-Ṣiddīq, may God be pleased with him, said: Exalted is He who 
has made the path to have gnosis of Him an inability to having this gnosis. 
Abu Saʿīd al-Kharrāz said: Gnosis springs from the spring of [Divine] grace 
and exerting oneself [for the sake of God]. Aḥmad b. ʿAṭāʾ said: Gnosis is of 
two kinds, gnosis of Truth, and gnosis of the Ultimate Truth. The gnosis of 
Truth is gnosis of His Oneness as He manifested it to humanity through 
names and attributes; gnosis of the Ultimate Truth is unreachable due to 
the unattainability of His everlastingness and the affectation of His lordship 
as He said: They cannot encompass Him in knowledge (Qurʾān 20: 110). 
Yaḥyā b. Muʿādh said: The greatest proof for His lordship is that He made 
everything dependent on Him. 

Carl Ernst notes that this language is different from other types of lan-
guages and considers it a subgenre of mystical writing within the context 
of teaching of Sufi novices. “The Sufi lexicons,” he says, “have the appear-
ance of the standard academic dictionaries that proliferated in all the 
fields of Arab-Islamic scholarship, yet the Sufis distinguished themselves 
from other lexicographers by consistently referring their technical terms 
to a manifold range of mystical experiences. Most of the early Sufi lexi-
cons, written between the tenth and thirteenth centuries ce, are designed 
for novices in the Sufi path, and amount to maps of the internal topogra-
phy of Sufism. The mystical language of the Sufi lexicons expresses a wide 
range of experiences, not propositions, and it presupposes the authority 
of the master-disciple relationship as the basis for the intended experi-
ences of transcendence. It is the special context of this teaching relation-
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ship that gives these Sufi lexicons importance for the concept of mystical 
language.”29

Sīrjānī’s eminent Sufis (akābir al-ṣūfiyya) whose legacy is exemplified 
in this work lived between the second/eighth and the fourth/tenth cen-
turies. Their elevated spiritual position arises from their proximity to the 
Divine Essence which grants them a privileged knowledge of God. It also 
grants them a quasi-historical position that makes them a link between 
“successors” and “predecessors,” namely between the following genera-
tions of Sufis and the earlier ones, the earliest of whom is the Prophet. In 
this claim, Sīrjānī does not deviate from the general Sufi conviction of his 
day that the Sufis are the spiritual heirs of the Prophet and that they fol-
low his spiritual example in word, deed, morality and temperament. 
According to Sīrjānī, they are guided by the Prophet’s tradition (sunan) 
and exist only in the condition of spirits. They have a mere semblance to 
physical existence with ‘phantomlike’ bodies. Upholding the Qurʾān in-
wardly and outwardly, in mind and in the heart, they are in constant re-
membrance of their Lord. 

It is this state of existence to which K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād aims to 
guide a Sufi adept. Such state is reached by proper comprehension not by 
mere emulation of the devotional practices of the early mystics. It is a 
process of internalization in which the adept’s awareness of the past tra-
dition is continuous, unlike his performance of acts of worship that can 
only be accomplished in intervals. As such, past Sufi dicta or conduct, 
though merely enumerated by Sīrjānī, do rise to the level of “science” 
when they are properly approached and understood by an adept. In 
Sīrjānī’s terms, it is “the science of the Sufi states” (ʿulūm al-aḥwāl) whose 
knowledge is indispensable to any adept. Sīrjānī’s concern with creating 
a continued awareness of tradition may have dictated a specific format 
for his K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād. Here, Sufis narrate their own conduct, 
convictions, and their definitions of Sufi concepts in a form devoid of any 
theoretical interludes or authenticating chains of transmission that 
might interrupt the narrative. According to Sīrjānī, the mere acceptance 
and continued presence of past wisdom tradition of the Sufis is evidence 
enough of its authenticity (idh kānat asānīd al-ḥikam qabūlahā wa-
riwāyatuhā wujūdahā #2). It is worth noting that earlier and contempo-
rary Sufi compendia were at variance concerning the inclusion of chains 

29 Carl Ernst, “Mystical Language and the Teaching Context in the Early Lexicons of 
Sufism,” in Mysticism and Language, ed. Steven T. Katz (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
1992), 181.
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of transmission within Sufi narrative. As an example, Abū Naṣr al-Sarrāj’s 
K. al-Lumaʿ fī l-taṣawwuf, which appears to be one of the sources of K. al-
Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād, similarly favors the omission of these chains. 
However, Sarrāj attributes his omission also to a preference for abbrevia-
tion. 

The age of Sīrjānī was one that began to witness a formalization of the 
training methods of Sufi adepts, a development that reflected itself in 
works written during this period. Melchert’s recent study on Khargūshī’s 
(d. ca. 407/1016) Tahdhīb al-asrār illuminates this aspect by drawing a 
comparison between Tahdhīb al-asrār and Qushayrī’s Risāla. In light of 
the fact that Qushayrī was Sīrjānī’s contemporary, Melchert’s observa-
tions gain further significance here: 

Qushayrī’s Risāla concludes with a full account of the new training program 
(bāb al-waṣiyya li-l-murīdīn), with rules for such steps as the master’s assign-
ment of divine names for different novices to recite when each is ready and 
according to each one’s particular need. By contrast, Khargūshī, Tahdhīb, 
like Sarrāj, Lumaʿ, knows little of the new concern. This is a point on which 
Sulamī seems only somewhat advanced. On the one hand, he is careful to 
point out whose disciples most of the subjects of his biographical dictionary 
were, usually using the verb ṣaḥiba. On the other hand, his Ādāb al-ṣuḥba 
is mainly about relations with fellows (ikhwān), partly with inferiors 
(women, the people of the market, servants), and not relations between 
master and disciple.30 

A comparable elucidation of the masters’ assignments of recitation is not 
included in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād, nor is there in it an account of a train-
ing program mirroring that found in the Risāla. Yet, curiously enough, a 
separate waṣiyya of his was inserted to the end of the text in the Beinecke 
codex (see below), probably due to the inserter’s belief that it was in line 
with the guiding principle of the book. Rather than technical guidance, 
such as the recitation exercises described by Qushayrī, the admonition 
(waṣiyya) of Sīrjānī strives to instill moral guidance through exposition of 
the essentials of the way, as exemplified in the following requisites: one 
must renounce concern with worldly pleasures and reject all the self’s 
aspirations to wealth or rank; abandon reverence to his sheikhs (#869); be 
in constant service in his community to everyone, whether revered or 
meek; and be in total acceptance of their states, never objecting to or 

30 Christopher Melchert, “Khargūshī, Tahdhīb al-asrār,” Bulletin of the School of Orien-
tal and African Studies 73 (2010), 40. 
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questioning them. Inner serenity must project cheerfulness on faces and 
kindness in temperament (#869). 

These guidelines, pairing essentials of Sufi spirituality with accounts 
of etiquette conduct between guiding masters, adepts, and peers (which 
are, in part, the essence of this waṣiyya) are exemplified in K. al-Bayāḍ 
wa-l-sawād by hundreds of examples in stories, dialogues, sayings, and 
poetic utterances of the earlier sages. The spiritual foundations of 
taṣawwuf are presented first and they include unification (tawḥīd), mys-
tical knowledge (maʿrifa), faith (īmān), disregard of this world (taṣghīr 
al-dunyā), repentance (tawba), renunciation (zuhd) and abstinence 
(waraʿ). These are followed by chapters which highlight characteristics of 
apostleship (ṣifat al-mubtadiʾ fī ittibāʿih li-dalīlih) and essentials of con-
duct and manners, such as the wearing of a patched frock (libs al-
muraqqaʿa), poverty ( faqr), ways of earning a living (sabīl al-makāsib) 
and mendicancy (suʾāl), hunger ( jūʿ), the etiquettes of eating (al-akl wa-
ʿādatuhum fīhi), good manners (al-adab), corrupting influences of rank 
or significance (āfat ḥubb al-riyāsa), Sufi companionship (ṣuḥba), the eti-
quette of gatherings and friendship (al-mujālasa wa-l-ṣadāqa), chivalry 
( futuwwa), and the gentleness and compassion of Sufi masters (rifq al-
shuyūkh bi-l-aṣḥāb wa-l-shafaqa ʿalayhim).

2.2. Problematics of the Title of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-Sawād

The title of Sīrjānī’s work, K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād min khaṣāʾiṣ ḥikam 
al-ʿibād fī naʿt al-murīd wa-l-murād (The Black and White in the Words of 
Wisdom by Bondsmen Describing the Seeker and the Mystic Quest), figu-
ratively captures its essence, both as a repository of mystical tradition and 
as a guiding tool to the mystical path which is ascending by nature. This is 
done through a symbolic use of color and a stringing of multiple concepts 
that concern an “uttered” tradition of a group of believers (ʿibād), which 
circulates in a body of ḥikam (wisdom sayings). These multiple concepts 
include commencing and concluding sets of binary oppositions, bayāḍ 
wa-sawād (white and black) and murīd wa-murād (the seeker and the 
mystic quest). 

“White” and “black” in the title appear to have a qualitative function 
that depicts the properties of wisdom sayings and the characteristics of 
the seekers and those sought. Is a moral value inherent in “white” and 
“black”? Are they mere metaphors for opposites or does their juxtaposi-
tion have the added capacity of revealing or complementing one anoth-
er? By highlighting polar entities, Sīrjānī appears to be heightening the 
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attributes of the seeker and the one sought. Would murīd and murād re-
fer to fixed agents and objects of desire or do these shift depending on 
different states of gnosis? If al-murīd (the seeker), is a technical term de-
scribing the Sufi initiate, then would it naturally follow that al-murād 
(the one sought), describes the Divine as the object of the adept’s quest? 
Both active and passive participles, murīd and murād derive from the 
verb arāda, meaning to will. The content of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād re-
veals that the seeker in one state can become the one sought in another, 
where each of these terms can refer to man and God respectively. Murīd 
is the adept seeker of God in the initial stages of his spiritual quest, but at 
the highest stages of gnosis all will and consciousness of the self are lost. 
At this stage, the willing agent, the murīd, is God in reality, while the ob-
ject of His desire and attraction are the gnostics. We read in murīd and 
murād, as used in this title, metaphors of an ascending quest. Each stage 
of this quest is defined by the level of awareness and understanding that 
a seeker has of the Divine, and the seeker’s qualities would change or 
shift accordingly. 

2.3. Signification of Color in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-Sawād

White and black in their most fundamental usage may simply refer to a 
written text–a white sheet of paper with black script on it.31 Sufi tradition 
often recounts stories of men who haply come across a sheet of paper that 
has an illuminating statement written on it. In consequence, they 
renounce their worldly life and seek a life of piety instead. Such stories 
confirm the power of texts in prompting transformation within an indi-
vidual. The story of Bishr b. al-Ḥārith al-Ḥāfī (d. 227/842) lends an exam-
ple. He repented after coming across a piece of paper on which the name 
of God was written.32 Sīrjānī relates a similar story recounted on the 
authority of Ibn al-Anbārī (d. 328/940). He describes a man who finds a 
piece of paper with three lines of poetry written on it (#623):

I heard that a man left his house in search of a livelihood. He kept walking 
until he became exhausted and sat in the shadow of a wall to rest. Suddenly 
he saw a white tablet with black script written on it. [It said:] ‘I saw you 
sitting and turning your face towards me, and I realized how sorrowful you 
were. Let go of your burdens and have trust in your Lord, because it is in 

31 For a preliminary study on colors in Islam and their symbolism, see A. Morabia, 
“Lawn,” in EI2, 5: 698b-707b.

32 Qushayrī, al-Risāla al-Qushayriyya, ed. ʿAbd al-Ḥalīm Maḥmūd and Maḥmūd Ibn 
al-Sharīf (Cairo: Dār al-Kutub al-Ḥadītha, 1966), 1: 48.
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the nature of ‘trust’ to ease one’s burdens.’ The man rid his ‘self’ of toiling 
for livelihood when he realized that [his livelihood] was assured.’ The man 
turned around and abandoned his seeking of livelihood. He became rich 
and found satisfaction.

The imagery of color is significantly invested in the Islamic tradition. 
White and black, specifically, acquired a spiritual value in both the 
Qurʾānic and the Prophetic traditions. In the Qurʾān, white signals belief 
and Godliness. Believers who are deserving of Heaven have faces that 
have ‘whitened’ while those unbelievers deserving of Hell have faces that 
have ‘blackened.’33 The miracle bestowed on Moses turned his wand into 
a serpent and his hand white.34 Similarly, the Prophetic tradition casts the 
color white as a signal of purity or of what is God-sent. From its numerous 
examples, only one representative allusion suffices for our purposes. Two 
white birds appear to the Prophet Muḥammad in his infancy. They take 
out his heart and remove two black clots from it then return it cleansed 
and sealed with prophecy.35 Sufis have naturally tapped into this spiritual 
imagery and symbolism. The image of the Prophet’s heart cleansed from 
blackness is elaborately transported into the mystic tradition in works 
such as the Ḥilyat al-awliyāʾ of Abū Nuʿaym al-Iṣbahānī. In what he deems 
“gharīb,” Iṣbahānī states the following ḥadīth: “A good deed puts light in 
the heart, beauty on the face, and strength in performing acts [of wor-
ship]; sins leave blackness in the heart, disfigurement on the face, and 

33 “On the day when (some) faces will be whitened, and (some) faces will be black-
ened; and as for those whose faces have been blackened, it will be said unto them: Disbe-
lieved ye after your (profession of) belief? Then taste the punishment for that ye 
disbelieved. As for those whose faces have been whitened, Lo! in the mercy of Allah they 
dwell for ever.” (3:106-107) “And on the Day of Resurrection thou (Muḥammad) seest those 
who lied concerning Allah with their faces blackened. Is not the home of the scorners in 
hell?” (39:60). Translations of the Qurʾānic verses are taken with minor modification from 
M. Pickthal, The Glorious Koran (London: G. Allen & Unwin, 1976).

34 “And he drew forth his hand (from his bosom): and lo! it was white for the behold-
ers.” (7:108) “And thrust thy hand within thine armpit, it will come forth white without 
hurt. (That will be) another token.” (20:22) “And he drew forth his hand and lo! it was 
white to the beholders.” (26:33) “And put thy hand into the bosom of thy robe, it will come 
forth white but unhurt. (This will be one) among name tokens unto Pharaoh and his peo-
ple. Lo! they were ever evil living folk.” (27:12) “Thrust thy hand into the bosom of thy robe, 
it will come forth white without hurt. And guard thy heart from fear. Then these shall be 
two proofs from your Lord unto Pharaoh and his chiefs: Lo! they are evil living folk.” (28:32)

35 See Musnad Aḥmad b. Ḥanbal (Cairo: Dār al-Maʿārif, 1949), 3: 76. For a discussion of 
this ḥadīth and its different versions, see Harris Birkeland, The Legend of the Opening 
(Oslo: I kommisjon hos J. Dybwad, 1955).
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weakness in performing acts [of worship].”36 Similarly, the Qurʾānic 
verses concerning whitened faces are further elaborated in Iṣbahānī’s 
Ḥilya. There the biography of Dhū l-Nūn (d. 245/860) depicts him accom-
panying a black mystic who turns white when he remembers God. This 
enlightened mystic concludes his experience with two lines of poetry that 
show him annihilated and subsisting in the Divine as a consequence of 
his remembrance.37 The same anecdote and poetry are found in the  
K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād’s chapter on Remembrance and Annihilation  
(bāb al-dhikr wa-fanāʾ al-dhākir) attributed to Abū Ḥamza al-Khurāsānī  
(d. 290/903) instead of Dhū l-Nūn (#669). 

Makkī’s Qūt al-qulūb describes the heart of a sinning servant as one 
that has a black spot that cannot be erased except through repentance. 
Continued hypocrisy will seal it with blackness.38 Makkī approaches col-
or, however, with a fuller system that synchronizes it with various states 
of permissible and impermissible acts (ḥalāl and ḥarām). White and 
black denote ḥalāl and ḥarām respectively, thus juridically obscure acts 
such as a “yellow” act, which is closer to white than black, has a shubhat 
al-ḥalāl (suspiciously permissible), whereas a “green” act, which is closer 
to black than white, has a shubhat al-ḥarām (suspiciously impermis
sible).39 Makkī’s Sufi perspective on the symbolism of color does not 
transcend the subscription of white to enlightened existence, which in 
effect is annihilated existence. The true mystics who are enlightened 
with clear certitude have hearts that are pure, white and ephemeral, “like 
a brilliant star which is in a polished mirror, it witnesses the transcended 
absence (al-ghayb).”40

We cannot see, however, in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād, a clear symbolic 
system of color that synchronizes various shades with different states of 
existence from a purely Sufi perspective as developed later by such Sufis 
as Najm al-Dīn Kubrā (d. 618/1226) and al-Simnānī (d. 737/1336). 
Understandably, K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād delineates the symbolism of 
color as it existed in the Sufi tradition at the time of Sīrjānī.

The contrasting colors of white and black provide a convenient sym-
bolic structure that alludes to binary oppositions or opposing states of 

36 Abū Nuʿaym al-Iṣbahānī, Ḥilyat al-awliyāʾ wa-ṭabaqāt al-aṣfiyāʾ (Beirut: Dār al-Kitāb 
al-ʿArabī, 1967-1968), 2: 161.

37  Ibid., 9: 391.
38 Abū Ṭālib al-Makkī, Qūt al-qulūb, ed. ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Madkūr and ʿĀmir al-Najjār 

(Cairo: al-Hayʾa al-Miṣriyya al-ʿĀmma li-l-Kitāb, 3: 528-529.
39 Ibid., 4: 549-550.
40 Ibid., 2: 7-8. 
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existence. A Prophetic tradition in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād speaks of com-
panions who are able to transform those in their company. A virtuous 
companion is like white musk that turns one white, or overcomes one 
with its good scent at the very least. A blameworthy companion, on the 
other hand, is like the bellows (kīr). If its soot does not turn one black, it 
will at the very least suffocate one with its smoke (#433). Sīrjānī relates 
another anecdote mentioned above, concerning Abū Ḥamza al-
Khurāsānī who accompanied a black mystic. When overcome by dhikr, 
this man would turn white because “true remembrance of God trans-
forms one in color and dress (#669).” Such anecdotes are meant to con-
firm, through the contrasting colors of black and white, the presence of 
opposite states. In elevated states of gnosis, however, a Sufi would touch 
upon a reality which transcends binary oppositions via an all-encom-
passing Divine presence. K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād describes al-Shiblī (d. 
334/946) undergoing a troubling self-effacing pursuit that resulted in him 
overcoming any awareness of time, days and nights. He reached a state in 
which the “whiteness” of days or “blackness” of nights no longer existed, 
but became “lightened” (istanārat) clearly speaking allegorically of 
Shiblī’s own enlightened consciousness (#489). K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād 
attributes another statement to Abū Yazīd al-Bisṭāmī (d. 261/874-5) ex-
pounding the same concept. Qualities to a gnostic (ʿārif), according to 
Bisṭāmī, are like color to water in a glass. Water does not have a color 
quality of its own but takes on the appearance of color from the vessel 
into which it is poured; if poured into a white vessel water would appear 
white while in a black vessel it would appear black. These variations in 
color are similar to the variations in states (aḥwāl) which the gnostic un-
dergoes. The gnostic appears to command variations in his states, but 
this is a mere illusion similar to the apparent variation of the color of 
water in different vessels. In reality, the states of the gnostic are com-
manded by the Divine not by the gnostic himself (#143). 

These examples are indicative of metaphoric and allegorical uses of 
color that were already developed by Sufis by the end of the third/ninth 
century. Sufis writing around the time of Sīrjānī, such as Qushayrī, 
Khargūshī and Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī, do not seem to invest in color imag-
ery much beyond what we find in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād. An exception 
is a statement made by Ḥātim al-Aṣamm (d. 273/851-2) asserting that 
various spiritual deaths are attributed to different colors. As he says: 
“Whoever wants to follow our path must adopt four types of death: a 
white death, that is hunger; a black death, that is to tolerate torments 
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from people; a red death, that is to oppose the urges of the soul in full 
sincerity; and a green death, that is to put one patch upon another over 
and over again.”41 In general, though, white and black, in these texts, re-
fer to presence or lack of spiritual purity. This is expressed symbolically 
in either dress or complexion, which is in effect an appropriation of 
Qurʾānic and Prophetic traditions. More importantly, however, as vividly 
seen in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād, is the association of color with annihila-
tive states. According to Annemarie Schimmel, metaphors of color in 
Sufism “are not merely poetic ornaments but are indicative of a peculiar 
way of thinking. The Sufis have, for instance, spoken of the experience of 
the black light–the light of bewilderment: when the divine light fully ap-
pears in the mystic’s consciousness, all things disappear instead of re-
maining visible. . . . Such is the experience of fanāʾ, a blackout of 
everything until the mystic perceives that this blackness is ‘in reality the 
very light of the Absolute-as such,’ for existence in its purity is invisible 
and appears as nothing.”42

In conclusion, white and black, as juxtaposed in the title of Sīrjānī’s 
work, refer mainly to clarity. They refer to a text whose content affirms 
clarity through contrast and complementarity; the quality of one color, 
or concept, aids in the definition or understanding of its opposite, a virtu-
ous path in contrast to a non-virtuous one. We should not, however, dis-
miss the complexity that this lexical juxtaposition infers. The varying and 
shifting significations of bayāḍ and sawād, murīd and murād are indica-
tive of an ascending mystical knowledge and comprehension that cannot 
be achieved except through a strict experiential process of ascension. It 
is in this spirit that we believe Sīrjānī’s book is essentially written, name-
ly as a tool of guidance to novices aspiring to ascend the Sufi path as the 
following study of the book’s content and construction will demonstrate. 

2.4. Ḥikma as a Guiding and Transforming Agent

The term ḥikma is an epistemological concept that covers a wide range of 
meanings and depicts knowledge, both human and divine. Ḥikma in pre-
Islamic times referred to wisdom which was exemplified by the sages 
(ḥukamāʾ al-ʿarab) and Arabic gnomic literatures (ḥikamiyyāt) of which 

41 Qushayrī, al-Risāla al-Qushayriyya, 1: 64. Translation taken from Alexander D. 
Knysh, Al-Qushayri’s Epistle on Sufism (Reading, U.K.: Garnet Publishing, 2007), 37.

42 Annemarie Schimmel, Mystical Dimensions of Islam (Chapel Hill: The University of 
North Carolina Press, 1978), 144. On black light, see Firoozeh Papan-Matin, Beyond Death, 
the Mystical Teachings of ʻAyn al-Quḍāt al-Hamadhāni ̄(Leiden: Brill, 2010), 169.
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the wisdom of Luqmān stands out prominently.43 In the Qurʾān, ḥikma is 
mentioned twenty times, and in half of these instances refers to divine 
revelation in books and Prophetic tradition.44 It is also a method of calling 
to the way of God as evidenced in the verse “Call to the way of your Lord 
with ḥikma and good admonition, and argue with them in the best way 
(16: 125).”45 The Qurʾānic concept of ḥikma as a divine gift of knowledge 
and wisdom given only to the chosen few was widely attested in Sufi 
sources. Sufis add a practical component to this epistemological compo-
nent of ḥikma as they assert that it accompanies sincere acts of worship 
and scrupulousness. 

Dimitri Gutas has traced the historical development of the term ḥikma 
to pre- and post-Qurʾānic contexts. He explores ḥikma’s meanings and 
sources, as well as its function and embodiment in Arabic literature 
briefly touching on mystical collections within the genre of wisdom lit-
erature.46 “Sufi literature is by its very nature replete with maxims and 
anecdotes: terse and paradoxical sayings are the major means of com-
munication of Sufi ideas. As early as the beginning of the second century 
the sayings of al-Ḥasan al-Baṣrī (d. 110/728) gave impetus to a more intro-
spective, ascetic, and pious way of life.”47 As he describes it, the pre- 
Islamic context of ḥikma refers to pronouncements and maxims, which 
derive from past experiences and reflect admonitions for proper con-
duct.48 One who has the capacity to benefit from one’s own or from 
others’ past experiences, and is able to act accordingly, is called a ḥakīm. 
“A ḥakīm was also the person who could utter such pronouncements.”49 

The concept of ḥikma is the theme of the first of the seventy-three 
chapters that comprise this book. In this chapter, Sīrjānī expands on the 
theoretical underpinnings of the introduction of the book, which stated 
that inner wisdom manifests itself in temperament and action, and that 

43 See Hikmet Yaman, Prophetic Niche in the Virtuous City, 10.
44 Ibid., 47.
45 Ibid., 58-9. Yaman further addresses the meanings of ḥikma in the Qurʾān as it 

relates with other verbs used with it that refer to something given, sent or revealed; it is 
something to be practiced or revealed. For a full analysis of these relations see Ibid., 97-8.

46 Dimitri Gutas, “Classical Arabic Wisdom Literature,” 60. With respect to Sufism, 
Gutas includes Sahl al-Tustarī’s (d. 283/896) Risāla fī l-ḥikam wa-l-taṣawwuf and Ibn ʿAṭāʾ 
Allāh al-Sakandarī al-Shādhilī’s (d. 709/1309) al-Ḥikam al-ʿAṭāʾiyya.

47 Ibid.
48 Ibid., 52.
49 For both a pre-Qurʾānic and a post-Qurʾānic ḥakīm, speech includes “dignified 

silence,” where a ḥakīm is one who “speaks only when necessary;” Gutas adds that a pre-
Qurʾānic ḥakīm “heeds or utters maxims based on experience” while a Muslim ḥakīm is a 
storehouse of maxims based on the Qurʾān. See Ibid.
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the eminent Sufis have perfected this pairing. Their wisdom and righ-
teous deeds combined earn the Sufis Divine gifts, and their stories com-
pound a body of amthāl (exempla), as the Qurʾān states: “As for these 
similitudes, We coin them for mankind, but none will grasp their mean-
ing save the wise” (Qurʾān 29: 43). Inspiring as they are, these amthāl, as 
Sellheim notes, share three essential characteristics, namely comparison, 
brevity, and familiarity. At their base lies experience which contains 
ḥikma,50 and “by their use facts can be stated pointedly and intelligibly in 
an indirect way (kināya) . . . by making use of amthāl it becomes possible 
to communicate matters that it would be difficult to communicate in a 
more straightforward way.”51 

This chapter, like all other chapters of the book, has a tripartite struc-
ture. It first begins with relevant Qurʾānic verses coupled with a short 
exegetical section, as well as Prophetic traditions, then sets forth various 
dicta on the theme of the chapter, in this case ḥikma, and ends with a 
short concluding note that leads to the theme of the next chapter. 

The concept of ḥikma is introduced within a Qurʾānic context as a gift 
from God granted to whomever He chooses: “He giveth wisdom unto 
whom He will, and he unto whom wisdom is given, he truly hath received 
abundant good” (Qurʾān 2:269). Sīrjānī further deduces from two 
Prophetic traditions that ḥikma is a gift granted to those deserving of it 
by their renunciation of worldly concerns (zuhd). The first reads: “God 
will have wisdom dwell in the heart of one who renounces this worldly 
existence, and God will have him speak of that wisdom,”52 while the sec-
ond one has it thus: “I have brought down rain on everyone who has re-
nounced his worldly existence; out of that rain sprouts that which affixes 
wisdom into his heart.”53 These two traditions as presented by Sīrjānī 
evidence an ascetic component added to ḥikma, which, once granted, 
commands speech.54 

50 “Practical commonsense” in Sellheim’s definition. See R. Sellheim, “Mathal,” in EI2, 
6: 816a.

51 Ibid.
52 man zahida fī l-dunyā askana llāhu l-ḥikma qalbah wa-anṭaqa bihā lisānah.
53 mā zahida ʿabdun fī-l-dunyā illā amṭartu lahu maṭaran fa-anbattu bihi nabātan ath-

battu l-ḥikmata fī qalbih wa-anṭaqtu bihā lisānah.
54 None of these traditions are included in the Ṣaḥīḥs but variations of them survive in 

various sources attributed to the Prophet or others. For example, see Qushayrī, al-Risāla 
al-Qushayriyya, 1: 243; Makkī, Qūt al-qulūb, 2: 259; Abū Nuʿaym al-Iṣbahānī, Ḥilyat 
al-awliyāʾ, 3: 191, 6: 389; al-Shaykh al-Ṭabarsī, Makārim al-akhlāq (Qumm: Manshūrāt 
al-Sharīf al-Raḍī, 1972), 463. 
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The appropriation of these Prophetic traditions within the theoretical 
body of Sufi thought appears to have taken place in the earlier stages of 
its formation. Here, ḥikma and mathal appear to play the same function 
of providing a guiding example through a concise narrative that exempli-
fies an organic pairing of knowledge and experience, translated in mysti-
cal terms to gnosis and righteous acts of worship and proper conduct. 
Thus, ʿilm or ḥikma leads to ʿamal and vise versa as one can infer from 
numerous statements in the chapter on ḥikma in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-
sawād.55 Qushayrī hints at a similar observation through the words of 
Abū ʿUthmān al-Ḥīrī (d. 298/910) deeming ḥikma that type of mystical 
knowledge, ʿulūm al-qawm, which a Sufī adept hears and acts upon 
throughout his life, and transmits for the benefit of others. If it is not 
acted upon, then what he hears becomes a mere story (ḥikāya) remem-
bered for a few days and then forgotten.56

K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād speaks of an internal metamorphosis or en-
lightenment which results in the possession of ḥikma or wisdom. Though 
this metamorphosis requires obligatory and superogatory deeds and spir-
itual practice, it is not necessarily guaranteed by them. Additionally,  
K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād provides several stories that demonstrate the 

55 The same can be inferred from the chapter on ḥikma in Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s Sal-
wat al-ʿārifīn entitled “bāb fī bayān al-ḥikma wa-l-mawʿiẓa wa-ḥaqāʾiq al-aḥwāl.” This 
cause-effect relation between ḥikma and ʿamal is exemplified in a Prophetic tradition 
which reads:

“Every believer who sincerely worshipped Me for forty days will have wisdom spring 
out of his heart and on his tongue.” (mā min ʿabdin yukhliṣ al-ʿibāda li-llāh arbaʿīna 
yawman illā ẓaharat yanābīʿ al-ḥikma min qalbih ʿalā lisānih).

This ḥadīth is attributed in various adab, ḥadīth and Sufi sources to the Prophet or other 
Sufi personalities with minor variations replacing ʿabada (to worship) with zahida (to 
renounce the world) or akhlaṣa l-ʿamal (worshiped sincerely), see Ibn Qutayba, ʿUyūn 
al-akhbār (Cairo: Dār al-Kutub al-Miṣriyya, 1925-1930), 1: 199; Ibn ʿAbd Rabbihi, al-ʿIqd 
al-farīd (Beirut: Dār al-Kitāb al-ʿArabī, 1965), 2: 116; Makkī, Qūt al-qulūb, 2: 487, 4: 527; Abū 
Nuʿaym al-Iṣbahānī, Ḥilyat al-awliyāʾ, 5: 189, 10: 70; Qushayrī, al-Risāla al-Qushayriyya,  
2: 362; al-Muttaqī al-Hindī, Kanz al-ʿummāl (Beirut: Muʾassasat al-Risāla, 1989), 3: 24, 208-
209 (#5271, 6193); Ibn Ḥajar al-ʿAsqalānī, Lisān al-mīzān (Beirut: Muʾassasat al-Aʿlamī, 
1971), 4: 70; Ibn Abī Shayba, al-Muṣannaf, ed. Saʿīd al-Laḥḥām (Beirut: Dār al-Fikr, 1989),  
8: 132; al-Suyūṭī, al-Jāmiʿ al-ṣaghīr (Beirut: Dār al-Fikr, 1981), 2: 560 (#8361).

56 This is based on Abū ʿUthmān al-Ḥīrī’s statement:

al-murīd idhā samiʿa shayʾan min ʿulūm al-qawm fa-ʿamila bihi ṣāra ḥikmatan fī qal-
bih ilā ākhir ʿumurih yantafiʿu bihi, wa-law takallama bihi intafaʿa bihi man samiʿahu, 
wa-man samiʿa shayʾan min ʿulūmihim wa-lam yaʿmal bihi kāna ḥikāyatan yaḥfaẓuhā 
ayyāman thumma yansāhā.

See Qushayrī, al-Risāla al-Qushayriyya, 2: 353-354.
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power of texts in prompting such transformations. For example, Sīrjānī 
(#623) describes a man who left his house in search of a livelihood. He 
kept walking until he became exhausted and sat in the shadow of a wall 
to rest. Suddenly he saw a white tablet with black script written on it. It 
had three lines of poetry which read: ‘I saw you sitting and turning your 
face towards me, and I realized how sorrowful you were. Let go of your 
burdens and have trust in your Lord, because it is in the nature of ‘trust’ 
to ease one’s burdens.’ The man rid his ‘self’ of toiling for livelihood when 
he realized that [his livelihood] was assured.’ He turned around and 
abandoned his quest for livelihood. He became rich and found satisfac-
tion. 

More representative is the story of Manṣur b. ʿAmmār (#8) who found 
a piece of paper with the basmala written on it. Unable to find a suitable 
place to put it in he ate it. The text of the basmala here is not symboli-
cally internalized, it is literally consumed. Ibn ʿAmmār received in a 
dream the reward of having the door of wisdom (ḥikma) open to him. 
Sīrjānī adds that Ibn ʿAmmar spoke of ḥikma in consequence. Ḥikma 
speaks in different ‘tongues,’ i.e., languages, to different individuals de-
pending on the different Sufi states they are in. According to Ibn ʿAmmār, 
it speaks to the hearts of gnostics (al-ʿārifūn) with the tongue of accep-
tance (taṣdīq), to the hearts of ascetics (al-zāhidūn), with the tongue of 
preference (tafḍīl), to the hearts of believers (al-ʿābidūn), with the tongue 
of success (tawfīq), to the hearts of adepts (al-murīdūn), with the tongue 
of thoughtfulness (tafakkur), and to the hearts of the knowledgeable (al-
ʿulamāʾ), with the tongue of remembrance (tadhkīr). Undoubtedly, all 
groups listed represent different levels of renunciants. All possess ḥikma, 
but each group manifests its own form of ḥikma, or its own inner mysti-
cal wisdom, in different modes of “speech.” We must infer in his usage of 
“speech” here more than the spoken word. Speech is also an outward 
manifestation in action, temperament and disposition of a reality that is 
held within. 

The varied dicta that are uttered by earlier Sufis on the concept of 
ḥikma draw in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād a collective picture which presents 
ḥikma as implanted in the heart through scrupulousness and the denying 
of nafs of its carnal desires (#5), through silence and introspection (al-
ṣamt wa-l-tafakkur #7), and through restrictions on food and sleep (qillat 
al-akl wa-l-nawm #6, 7). Ḥikma may be attained through the means of 
renunciation (zuhd, #7, 10), truthfulness (ṣidq, #9), love (maḥabba, #10), 
and certitude (yaqīn, #10).  Once ḥikma is possessed it gives its possessor 
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prudence (ṣiḥḥat al-naẓar bi-l-ʿawāqib, #7).  There is no finality to receiv-
ing ḥikma, rather it must constantly be sought.  The seat of ḥikma is the 
heart. 

In addition, ḥikma must be understood not merely as the end result of 
a quest, or as a divine reward, but also as a guiding principle that could 
affect a true revival of the hearts. K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād refers to ʿAlī b. 
Abī Ṭālib (d. 40/661) (#5): “Hearts can become weary like bodies and 
must be revived with items of ḥikma, or unusual coinings (ṭarāʾif).” Dicta 
of earlier mystics do amount to ḥikma in the sense of pronouncements, 
or maxims, which derive from past experiences and reflect admonitions 
of proper conduct. 

Ḥikma in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād is related to other epistemological 
concepts as well, such as ʿilm. God’s benevolence which is indicated in 
the verse “Allah giveth without stint to whom He will” (Qurʾān 2:212, 3:37, 
24:38) is understood to mean both ʿilm and ḥikma as Sīrjānī records (#4). 
Ḥikma is also esoteric knowledge (al-ʿilm al-ladunī) (#12). Ibn ʿAṭāʾ  
(d. 309/921-2 or 311/923-4) differentiates between ʿilm and ḥikma consid-
ering ʿilm to be the performance of the ordinances of Islam (aḥkām al-
islām wa-sharāʾiʿah) and ḥikma the true meaning of Islam (ʿayn al-islām 
wa-ḥaqāʾiquh) (#9). K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād continually highlights ordi-
nances (aḥkām) as preludes to acquired ḥikma. Not restricted to Qurʾānic 
ordinances or to those prescribed by Prophetic tradition, we find aḥkām 
referring to Sufi ordinances and rules of conduct known as ḥukm al-faqīr57 
or ḥukm al-faqr.58 

In his conclusion to bāb al-ḥikma, Sīrjānī reiterates his earlier proposi-
tion that those unable to comprehend the sayings of Sufis should com-
pare these saying to the Sufis’ deeds. If they are unable to perform the 
Sufi deeds, then their lack of comprehension of the Sufi way is under-
standably excusable. Significantly, he concludes this chapter with epi-
thets that distinguish ḥakīms from those who have high regard for 
worldly existence, such as preachers (wuʿʿāẓ) who are unable to perform 
renunciative acts of worship (#14). In this proposition, Sīrjānī appears not 
to appease Sufi conceptions or practices with any non-Sufi orientations, 
most likely denouncing careerism in religious sciences that limits itself to 

57 Several examples can be drawn here. One ḥukm al-faqīr states that a Sufi may not 
commit to mendicancy but may resort to begging only in a time of extreme need, and 
should neither be resolved to it, nor adhere to it in the future (#272). 

58 Abū l-Ḥusayn al-Sīrawānī (d. 396/1005) tells al-Shiblī he would be traveling through 
the desert upon ḥukm al-faqr, which is the exercising of well-known tawakkul in these 
circumstances (#302).
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a licit knowledge of Islamic sciences or religious law. Furthermore, the 
weight he places on ḥikma aligns with a trend that was indigenous in 
Transoxiana in the fourth/tenth century when mystical thought and 
practice existed more as an intrinsic part of the wisdom tradition as 
Karamustafa contends.59 The spread of Sufism in that region through 
Sufi handbooks such as Kalābādhī’s (d. 380/990 or 385/995) al-Taʿarruf  
li-madhhab ahl al-taṣawwuf acknowledges this pairing of ḥikma-based 
knowledge with legal and theological knowledge deriving from the 
Qurʾān and the Sunna.60 Sīrjānī’s conception of ḥikma clearly resonates 
with Kalābādhī’s earlier conception of ḥikma as an intrinsic component 
of mystical awareness, as “having knowledge of the soul and its evils, of 
the way to train the soul and to refine its traits, of the wiles of the enemy, 
of the trials of this world, and of the way to guard oneself against them.”61

2.5. The Construction of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-Sawād

The first eight chapters of the book form a single introductory cluster and 
present a theoretical groundwork for the definition of Sufism and Sufi 
knowledge. Sīrjānī expands the concept of ḥikma in two primary ways. In 
one he presents ḥikma as an acquired capacity that can be attained 
through acts of renunciation, such as fasting, service to God through wor-
ship, and service to companions. The seeker undertakes an active process 
to achieve ḥikma, which, once attained, becomes a judicious capacity that 
allows one to evaluate correctly all things (al-ḥikma iṣāba fī jamīʿ al-ashyāʾ) 
(#9). This state of ḥikma is synonymous with esoteric knowledge (al-ʿilm 
al-ladunī) (#12), which is the essence of Sufism. In the following eight 
chapters, Sīrjānī further expounds on mystical esoteric knowledge by 
comparing it to outer knowledge, considering the true Sufi to be one who 
possesses such knowledge. He professes God’s oneness and follows the 
path of self-effacement. The following list enumerates the chapters that 
belong to the first cluster of the book:  

(1) 	 The wisdom of the Sufis (bāb al-ḥikma) (#4-15)

59 Karamustafa, Sufism: The Formative Period, 69.
60 Ibid., 71.
61 Abū Bakr al-Kalābādhī, al-Taʿarruf li-madhhab ahl al-taṣawwuf (Beirut: Dār al-

Kutub al-ʿIlmiyya, 1993), 99; Kalabādhī, The Doctrine of the Sufis, tr. Arthur J. Arberry (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), 75; Karamustafa, Sufism: The Formative Period, 
71.
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(2) 	 Spiritual struggle, Sufi morals and states (bāb fī dhikr mujāhadātihim 
wa-akhlāqihim wa-aḥwālihim) (#16-44)

(3)	 Inner and outer knowledge (bāb ittifāq al-ʿilmayn wa-l-farq 
baynahumā) (#45-67)

(4) 	 The intricacies of Sufi knowledge (bāb bayān mā yushkilu min ʿulūm 
al-qawm ʿalā fahm al-ʿulamāʾ) (#68-72)

(5) 	 The meaning of “Sufism” (bāb ithbāt ism al-taṣawwuf) (#73-80)
(6) 	 The essence of Sufism and the purity of the Sufis (bāb māʾiyyat 

al-taṣawwuf wa-ṣafāʾ ahlih) (#81-105)
(7) 	 Professing God’s oneness and self-effacement (bāb al-tawḥīd wa-

ghaybat al-muwaḥḥid) (#106-129)
(8) 	 Knowledge of God and the true mystic (bāb qawlihim fī l-maʿrifa 

wa-ḥaqīqat al-ʿārif ) (#130-150)

The second cluster in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād is about mystical practice 
and proper decorum in the community of mystics and thus exhibits inter-
nal evidence suggesting that this book was written as a manual to guide 
aspiring adepts. The path begins with the internal transformation that 
redefines and elevates the individual’s true belief through the denounce-
ment of worldly concerns, repentance and re-orientation towards the 
Divine. Following the guidance of a sheikh is an essential component of 
the internal and spiritual path of an adept, as well as the external path 
that governs his proper decorum (adab) with his guide and companions. 
Save for the last four chapters in this cluster, Sīrjānī concludes each chap-
ter with a comment on its theme with which he introduces the concept of 
the next chapter. Read together, these comments form an instructive dis-
course that clearly lays out a road map for a novice who hopes to pursue 
the Sufi path. Stripped of all related dicta by the early Sufis defining each 
of the chapters’ concepts, a skeletal text on Sufi guidance purported by 
Sīrjānī can be clearly perceived. In it, Sīrjānī introduces faith (īmān) as 
that which leads one to disregard worldly existence. Through faith, one 
becomes mindful and re-orients himself to God in repentance and self-
denial. Then he draws nearer to God, but is put on a path that is full of 
danger and that cannot be trodden without the proper guidance of a 
sheikh. Sīrjānī, consequently, addresses matters of decorum that pertain 
to this mystical path, such as wearing the Sufi frock (muraqqaʿa), earning 
a living (kasb), mendicance (suʾāl), as well as proper comportment with 
the sheikh and companions. Below are the titles of chapters that belong to 
this second cluster, with each title followed by the concluding statement 
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of its chapter. This presentation highlights the conceptual connections 
drawn between the chapters of this cluster:

(9) 	 The faith and virtue of the believer (bāb al-īmān wa-faḍīlat 
al-muʾmin) (#151-163)

	 The believer has no value for this worldly existence for when he 
knows it and knows of its vicious ravishing of him, he will escape 
from it to God Almighty and will renounce it and its people. 

(10)	 Disregard for this world and its people (bāb taṣghīr al-dunyā wa-
ghaflat ahlihā) (#164-173)

	 Have you seen any person renouncing this world if he is not totally 
mindful of his existence? 

(11) 	 The human mind and its achievements (bāb dhikr al-ʿaql wa-manāqib 
al-ʿuqalāʾ) (#174-187)

	 A person who is mindful does not serve his enemy nor does he fol-
low his desires. Instead, he turns away from them and reorients him-
self to his Lord in repentance.

(12)	 Practicing repentance (bāb al-tawba wa-tashmīr al-tāʾib) (#188-200)
	 Any person who casts himself away from worldly existence through 

repentance must have the scrutiny to determine the provisions he 
can obtain from it. This cannot be achieved without abstinence and 
self-denial.

(13)	 Abstinence and self-denial (bāb al-waraʿ wa-karāmat al-mutawarriʿ) 
(#201-205)

	 Anyone who takes the path of abstinence and self-denial will neces-
sarily come upon renunciation.

(14) 	Drawing near to God through renunciation (bāb al-zuhd wa-qurbat 
al-zāhid) (#206-214)

	 The path of renunciation is a narrow and difficult path that is full of 
dangers. It cannot be trodden without a guide.

(15)	 The beginners’ qualities in following their guide (bāb ṣifat al-mubtadiʾ 
fī ittibāʿihi li-dalīlih) (#215-228)

	 One who follows his guide with a truthful intent will receive naught 
from his guide but his generosity and compassion. If his guide asks 
him to wear a patched frock, then he should do so because it is the 
garment of true men.

(16)	 Wearing the patched frock and humble dress (bāb adab libs 
al-muraqqaʿa wa-qiṣar al-thawb) (#229-241)

	 One who wears the patched frock will open the door of his affliction.
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(17) 	Affliction and the courage to bear it (bāb mā qīla fī l-balāʾ 
wa-rujūliyyat ahlih) (242-250)

	 One who tames his self with affliction will find that God lifts off him 
any regard to tend to his means of subsistence, otherwise, one’s path 
for acquiring livelihood is clear. 

(18)	 Acquiring one’s livelihood and how to go about it (bāb sabīl 
al-makāsib wa-uṣūl sunnatihim fīhi) (251-263)

	 A Sufi said that one’s abandonment of his means of subsistence is 
preferable when reliance on God is correctly established throughout 
his Sufi stations. 

(19)	 Begging for alms and its rules (bāb al-suʾāl wa-sharāʾiṭih) (#264-275)
	 One should not be concerned with earning his livelihood or with 

begging for alms unless he truly knows his Provider.
(20)	Food and the trust in its Provider (bāb dhikr al-qūt wa-īqān al-marzūq 

bi-l-rāziq) (#276-286)
	 Whoever has true knowledge of his Provider turns only to him and 

takes no other path than that of poverty.
(21)	 Poverty and the honor of being poor (bāb al-faqr wa-sharaf 

al-fuqarāʾ) (#287-303)
	 One who sits on the plain of poverty is legally obliged to safeguard 

his time.
(22)	The Sufi idea of time and the mystical moments (bāb mā qīla fī l-waqt 

wa-ḥifẓih) (#304-311)
	 An adept’s time is only safeguarded with hunger. Hunger will main-

tain him and will dwell in it. 
(23)	Enduring hunger, its virtues and benefits (bāb al-jūʿ wa-faḍl al-jāʾiʿ 

wa-fawāʾidih) (#312-320)
	 One who truthfully tames his self with hunger loses desire for food 

and resorts to harmful foods. 
(24)	Table customs and their etiquette (bāb qawlihim fī l-akl wa-ʿādatihim 

fīhi) (#321-336)
	 Eating purely from what God provides will make a truthful servant. 
(25)	Being God’s servants and serving Him (bāb dhikr al-ʿabd wa-maʿnā 

l-ʿubūdiyya) (#337-356)
	 A servant’s value and honor is in his good manners.
(26)	Good manners and their importance (bāb al-adab wa-khaṭar ahlih) 

(#357-368)
	 One who acquires the good manners of the Sufis will see the com-

mon and the elite benefit from his companionship. 
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(27) Sufi companionship and its requirements (bāb dhikr al-ṣuḥba 
wa-mūjibātihā) (#369-381)

	 This is a path of a group of people gathered by God to do their dutiful 
acts, not to receive rank.

(28)	Seeking rank and fame and the corruption it entails (bāb āfat ḥubb 
al-riʾāsa wa-fasād ṭilābihā) (#382-390)

	 How can one abandon rank unless he knows his self and its faulty 
acts.

(29)	Knowing one’s soul and its blemishes (bāb maʿrifat al-nafs wa-ʿuyūb 
afʿālihā) (#391-411)

	 Knowing one’s soul and its blemishes will divert its false claims.
(30)	False claims and their insignificance (bāb al-kashf ʿan al-daʿwā wa-

qillat khaṭar ahlihā ʿinda ahl al-ḥaqq) (#412-423)
	 Blessed is the one who avoids false claims and maintains his truthful 

states.
(31)	 The gentleness and compassion of the Sufi master (bāb rifq 

al-shuyūkh bi-l-aṣḥāb wa-l-shafaqa ʿalayhim) (#424-432)
(32)	Sufi gatherings and ways of friendship (bāb dhikr al-mujālasa wa-l-

ṣadāqa) (#433-447)
(33)	Sufi chivalry and generosity (bāb dhikr al-futuwwa wa-sakhāʾ ahlihā) 

(#448-460)
(34)	Spiritual advice for novices (bāb al-waṣāyā) (#461-474)

The third and last cluster of chapters in Sīrjānī’s K. Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād 
deals with miscellaneous topics and does not develop a distinct discourse. 
These topics include chapters on the permissibility of travel, Sufi poetry, 
biographies, states and stations, beatific vision, and spiritual miracles of 
Sufi saints. Some sub-grouping can be discerned in the example of beatific 
audition which includes several related chapters beginning with its per-
missibility, then its conditions for the performer (beautiful voice) as well 
as the listener (maintaining proper conduct, adab al-samāʿ), and the lis-
teners’ various attitudes toward auditions. Chapters in this last cluster 
also cover such concepts as annihilation and subsistence, unification and 
separation, spiritual insight and the world of the unseen.

A close study of the chapters of this last cluster reveals the influence 
by K. al-Lumaʿ of Sarrāj. The influence of K. al-Lumaʿ affected the internal 
ordering of the chapters and was not restricted to the borrowing of state-
ments. Chapter forty in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād, for example, has the 
same title as that of chapter twelve of K. al-Lumaʿ, “Confirming inner 
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knowledge.” Sīrjānī incorporates in this chapter a statement from  
K. Lumaʿ in which the states and stations of the mystic path are enumer-
ated.62 It is noteworthy that many of the states and stations given by 
Sarrāj appear to inspire the themes of the chapters that follow in K. al-
Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād. Sarrāj’s original statement names thirty-four items 
that make up the states and stations. Sīrjānī abridges them to twenty-
one, from which he chooses thirteen dedicating a chapter to each. These 
are fear of God, fear and hope, pondering and wandering of the mind, 
trust in God, entrusting oneself to God in self-surrender, being watchful 
and aware of God, certainty and steadfastness, truthfulness, gratitude, 
remembering God, satisfaction and finally loving God and taking pride in 
it. The following enumerates the chapters of this cluster:

(35) The principles of the Sufi path (bāb uṣūl madhhabihim) (#475-481)
(36)	Poetical verses alluding to mystical experiences and quandaries (bāb 

dhikr al-ashʿār al-ladhī ashāra bihi l-qawm ʿalā iẓhār ḥāl aw jawāb 
suʾāl) (#482-514)

(37)	Admonitions about beholding the singing boy (bāb al-naẓar wa-tan
bīh al-nāẓir) (#515-528)

(38)	Travel and its benefits (bāb ijāzat al-safar wa-fawāʾid rijālih) (#529-
538)

(39)	Knowing the history of the Sufi masters (bāb maʿrifat tārīkh 
al-mashāyikh) (#539-561)

(40)	Confirming inner knowledge (bāb ithbāt ʿilm al-bāṭin) (#562-566)
(41)	 Affirming the spiritual states and way stations (bāb ithbāt al-aḥwāl 

wa-l-maqāmāt) (#567-573)
(42)	The fear of God and its conditions (bāb al-taqwā wa-ḥāl al-muttaqī) 

(#574-577)	
(43)	Patience and the rewards of being patient (bāb al-ṣabr wa-jazāʾ 

al-ṣābirīn) (#578-585)
(44)	Fear and hope (bāb al-khawf wa-l-rajāʾ) (#586-600)
(45)	Pondering and the wandering of the mind (bāb al-tafakkur wa-jawa

lān al-mutafakkir) (#601-607)
(46)	Being upright and its demands (bāb al-istiqāma wa-ḥukm al-musta

qīm) (#608-612)

62 The statements borrowed from Sarrāj range from “ʿilm al-sharīʿa wāḥid wa-huwa 
ism” to “wa-jahilahu man jahilahu” (#563). These are taken from Sarrāj, K. al-Lumaʿ, ed.  
R.A. Nicholson (Leiden-London, Brill, 1914), 23-4. Sīrjānī’s text abridges and re-orders 
Sarrāj’s original material.
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(47)	Trust in God and relying on Him (bāb al-tawakkul wa-ḥasb al-mut-
awakkil) (#612-624)

(48)	Entrusting oneself to God in self-surrender (bāb al-tafwīḍ wa-l-
taslīm) (#625-630)

(49)	Being watchful and aware of God (bāb al-murāqaba wa-ḥadhar 
al-murāqib) (#631-636)

(50)	Certainty and steadfastness (bāb al-yaqīn wa-thabāt al-mūqin) (#637-
642)

(51)	 Truthfulness and its degrees (bāb al-ṣidq wa-martabat al-ṣādiq) 
(#643-648)

(52)	Sincerity and purity of intention (bāb al-ikhlāṣ wa-ṭahārat 
al-mukhliṣ) (#649-654)

(53)	Gratitude and knowing God’s blessings (bāb al-shukr wa-ʿilm 
al-shākir bi-l-munʿim) (#655-662)

(54)	Recollecting God and passing away (bāb al-dhikr wa-fanāʾ al-dhākir) 
(#663-672)

(55)	The Sufi mystics and their quest (bāb al-murīd wa-l-murād) (#673-
680)

(56)	Satisfaction and being content with God (bāb al-riḍā wa-darajat 
al-rāḍī) (#681-689)

(57)	Loving God and taking pride in it (bāb dhikr al-maḥabba wa-fakhr 
al-muḥibb) (#690-705)

(58)	Good conduct and wholesome behavior (bāb ḥusn al-khuluq wa-mu
wāfaqat ahlih) (#706-714)

(59)	Witnessing God (bāb al-mushāhada) (#715-720)
(60)	Affirming saintly miracles (bāb ithbāt al-karāmāt) (#721-735)
(61)	 Divine ruses and human errors (bāb al-makr wa-ghalaṭ ahlih) (#736-

740)
(62)	Listening to music, its permissibility and prohibitions (bāb ithbāt 

al-samāʿ wa-l-radd ʿalā man yunkiruh) (#741-745)
(63)	The beauty of the human voice (bāb ḥusn al-ṣawt) (#746-750)
(64)	Proper conduct when listening to music (bāb adab al-samāʿ 

wa-māhiyyatih) (#751-757)
(65)	Differences about listening to music (bāb tafāwut al-mustamiʿīn) 

(#758-764)
(66)	The practice of listening to music and its retractors (bāb awṣāf 

al-sāmiʿīn min al-mutaḥarrimīn) (#765-768)
(67)	Examples of those who died listening to music and the like (bāb 

dhikr man māta fī l-samāʿ wa-naḥwih) (#769-781)
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(68)	Rapture and ecstasy (bāb al-wajd wa-ṣifāt al-wājidīn) (#782-793)
(69)	Unification and separation (bāb al-jamʿ wa-l-tafriqa) (#794-801)
(70)	Passing away and subsisting in God (bāb al-fanāʾ wa-l-baqāʾ) (#802-

806)
(71)	 Spiritual insight and divine inspiration (bāb al-firāsa wa-l-ilhām) 

(#807-811)
(72)	The world of the unseen (bāb al-ghayb) (#812)
(73)	Questions and queries (bāb al-masāʾil) (#813-868)

Two outstanding features related to this final cluster in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-
sawād speak distinctly of Sīrjānī’s Sufi outlook. The first concerns chapter 
thirty-nine on “the history of the sheikhs,” the second concerns the poem 
with which the book ends, and which we believe is composed by Sīrjānī 
himself. These features will be discussed in the following sections.

2.6. History of the Sufis

Chapter thirty-nine in this book, titled “Knowing the life history of the 
Sufis” (bāb maʿrifat tārīkh al-mashāyikh), has little less than eighty Sufis 
referred to within. They are grouped in eight clusters, and the first includes 
seven Sufis whom Sīrjānī considers unique among the Sufi poles (al-āḥād 
min al-awtād). They are Abū Turāb al-Nakhshabī (d. 245/859), Abū Yazīd 
al-Bisṭāmī (d. 261/874), Shāh b. Shujāʿ al-Kirmānī (d. 270/883),63 ʿAlī b. 
Sahl al-Iṣfahānī (d. 307/919-2),64 Sahl al-Tustarī (d. 283/896), Ibrāhīm 
al-Khawwāṣ (d. 291/904), and Abū ʿAbdallāh al-Maghribī (d. 299/911). The 
remaining seven clusters group Sufis together according to the geograph-
ical areas from which they hail, or in which they were known to have 
mostly resided, spread their teachings and died. These areas are Hijaz, 
Iraq, Syria, Egypt, Fārs, Khurāsān, and al-Jabal.65 The “history” of each of 
the personalities is restricted to three or four sentences, which gives a par-
ticular Sufi’s name and his year of death, and a statement summing up his 
status. “History” (tārīkh), as Sīrjānī applies it here, refers simply to dating, 

63 Sīrjānī gives the year 288 ah as date of death for Shāh b. Shujāʿ al-Kirmānī (#541).
64 Sīrjānī gives the year 303 ah as date of death of ʿAlī b. Sahl al-Iṣfahānī (#541).
65 Moḥsen Jihāngīrī and Moḥsen Pūrmokhtār find that some geographical division of 

Sufis is perceived in extant Sufi works though not to the degree of specialization seen in  
K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād. See M. Jihāngīrī and M. Pūrmokhtār, “Tārīkhi Mashāyikh-i Sufiyye 
dar Bayāẓ wa-Sawād,” Nashriyya-i Dānishkaday-i Adabiyyāt wa-ʿulūmi insānī-i Dānishgāhi 
Tabrīz, year 47, no. 192 (Fall 1383/2004), 6. 
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which observes a chronological order in the enumeration of personalities 
in each category.

In place of biographical or hagiographical content, Sīrjānī sums his 
observation of each Sufi in an ornate title and in a single statement that 
highlights either one event in that Sufi’s life or presents a characteristic 
element of his endeavor.66 The titles given rely heavily on imagery and 
symbolism which may describe a Sufi, for instance, as a sea, a sky, a city, 
a spring, a crown, a ship, a treasure house, a fortress, a lantern, or a 
bridge. This image is coupled with a trait that characterizes the conduct 
of the Sufi, whether it is Sufi wisdom (ḥikma), reliance (tawakkul), gener-
osity (karam), poverty (faqr), comprehension (fahm), or knowledge 
(ʿilm). The coupling clarifies the image but only constitutes half of the 
title. The other half speaks of the relevance or stature that an individual 
Sufi may have in his community. As such, one could be “the praised one 
among his peers,” or “the accepted one,” their “guiding light,” or “their 
water carrier.” For example, Sīrjānī gives Abū Turāb al-Nakhshabī, who 
heads the āḥād min al-awtād group, the title “land of reliance and sky of 
the Sufis” (arḍ al-tawakkul wa-samāʾ ahlih). Next he mentions Bisṭāmī 
identifying him as “the sea of unification and the [straight] path of the 
Sufis” (baḥr al-tawḥīd wa-ṣirāṭ ahlih). Shāh b. Shujāʿ al-Kirmānī is “the 
treasure house of Sufi wisdom and the praised one among his peers” 
(khizānat al-ḥikma wa-mamdūḥ ahlih). Notably, among the writings of 
Shāh are a set of three epistles called the “Mirror of the Sufi sages” (mirʾāt 
al-ḥukamāʾ).67 The structure of these titles, which employ imagery and 
binaries, speaks distinctly of Sīrjānī’s creative impulse, which is similarly 
detected in his choice of the book’s title. These titles identify each indi-
vidual Sufi suggestively rather than in a direct informative way, certainly 
prompting one to ponder the mental image created. Through introspec-
tion, one can capture the meaning intended. One can actively be in-
volved in the process of learning, which is ultimately, in Sīrjānī’s view, an 
effect of a process in which one internalizes a representative mystic tra-
dition.  

It should be noted that six of the seven of those unique individuals 
were active in eastern Islamdom; Nakhshabī and Bisṭāmī in Khurāsān, 
Kirmānī in Kirmān, ʿAlī b. Sahl in Iṣfahān, Tustarī in Tustar, Ibrāhīm al-

66 Rūzbihān Baqlī adopted Sīrjānī’s titles of the Sufis in his Sharḥ-i Shaṭḥiyyāt.  
M. Jihāngīrī and M. Pūrmokhtār have indicated the instances in which this influence of 
Sīrjānī has been perceived. See ibid., 10.

67 These epistles are mentioned by Sulamī, Ṭabaqāt al-ṣūfiyya, 192.
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Khawwāṣṣ in Rayy. Would this indicate a preponderance of non 
Baghdādī Sufis in Sīrjānī’s evaluation? Would it also hint at Sīrjānī’s con-
sciousness of local and indigenous movements within the Sufi tradition 
that are beyond the sweeping school of Baghdād, warranting the inclu-
sion of the Malāmatī and the Nīshāpūrī ḥikma tradition, as well as the 
chivalry (futuwwa)68 tradition? The Sufi sources, specifically those of 
Sulamī, from which Sīrjānī collected much of his material, had incorpo-
rated this wide range of mystical tendencies into what came to be known 
as Sufism. Sīrjānī’s panoramic view of the mystic tradition appears to 
have been born out of this impulse. 

2.7. The Conclusion of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-Sawād

Sīrjānī’s conclusion to his book warrants attention for reasons that per-
tain to both the general content of the book as well as its stylistic pecu-
liarities. It is presented in the form of a poem, appended to the book’s 
final section on ecstatic utterances (shaṭḥiyyāt) (#868). Having fifteen 
verses in all, it exceeds any other poetic selection in the book. Sīrjānī does 
not outwardly attribute the poem to himself but to an anonymous Sufi; 
this is a common practice in medieval Islamic works which is generally a 
result of an author’s humility. The poem is similarly addressed to an anon-
ymous person, “a leading Muslim scholar” (imām min a ʾimmat al-muslimīn), 
who is asked about some dubious matters. Before the poem begins, we 
read that the imām commended the questions that were addressed to 
him, but was unable to provide any answers to these matters, “admitting 
to his own deficiency.” Sīrjānī implores this “uniquely knowledgeable” 
imām to speak about a multitude of concepts related to Divinity which 
were equally the subjects of theological and philosophical studies, as well 
as mystical studies. These include different hues of ambiguous concep-
tions of eternity (abad, azal, qidam, dawām, ta ʾbīd), time (dahr), unifica-

68 Sīrjānī dedicates chapter thirty-three to the futuwwa tradition (#448-460). He enu-
merates two Sufi personalities in the region of Fārs espousing futuwwa; Abū Muḥammad 
Jaʿfar al-Ḥadhdhāʾ (d. 341/952), given the title “river of chivalry” (nahr al-futuwwa), and 
Bundār b. al-Ḥusayn (d. 353/964), given the title “entry way to chivalry” (bāb al-futuwwa) 
(#555). On futuwwa, see C.L. Cahen, “Futuwwa,” in EI2, 2: 961-965, Mohsen Zakeri, 
“Javānmardi,” in EIran (online); Karamustafa, Sufism: The Formative Period, 49, 65-6. See 
also Sulamī’s treatise: K. al-Futuwwa, ed. S. Ateş (Ankara: Ankara Üniversitesi İlāhiyat 
Fakültesi Yayınları, 1397/1977); ed. Iḥsān Dhannūn al-Thāmirī and Muḥammad ʿAbdallāh 
al-Qadaḥāt (Amman: Dār al-Rāzī, 1422/2001); English translation by Tosun Bayrak al-Jer-
rahi al-Halveti, The Book of Sufi Chivalry (London: Inner Traditions International, 1983).
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tion (muwaḥḥad, aḥad, tawḥīd, mufrad, tafrīd), names (asāmī), attributes 
(ṣifāt, naʿt), and essence (dhāt). Sīrjānī then turns to another set of con-
cepts, related to human existence rather than Divinity. They derive from 
pure mystical experiences. Sīrjānī implores the imām to speak about uni-
fication (jamʿ), contraction (qabḍ), separation (iftirāq), expansion (basṭ), 
witnessing (shāhid wa-shahīd), and the annihilation of attributes (fanāʾ 
al-rusūm). Allegorically, Sīrjānī concludes that questions of Divinity can-
not be answered except through mystical experiences:

Can a person untouched by music be equal to one inflamed with singing? 
When one says, “He is not He, and I am not I,” what does he mean?
When one says, “What is for me, by me, and to me is to Him and from Him,” 
what does he mean? 
How is it that souls will have the attributes of spirits after severe [spiritual] 
strife?
Will you give me a legal opinion on these questions? These are queries that 
belong to a group of people; whoever loves them will reach blissful happi-
ness.

Internal evidence speaks of Sīrjānī as the author of this poem. For one, it 
repeats the same premise as that of Sīrjānī’s introduction, reiterating indi-
vidual spiritual strife and gnosis as the ultimate and authoritative knowl-
edge. Furthermore, such knowledge that is acquired by a group of people 
demands that they be loved. Did not Sīrjānī attribute the composition of 
this book to his love for his pious predecessors? Furthermore, the alle-
gorical image of one “internally stirred by song” speaks of the internal 
transformation incurred by one who is stimulated with the stories of the 
sages, not to mention the investment in imagery itself which Sīrjānī con-
stantly relies on. Finally, the language of the text of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād 
heavily betrays tendencies to Middle Arabic. These tendencies are evi-
dent in this poem, for unless case endings are eliminated in a number of 
words, the meter of several verses would certainly have been broken, as is 
clear in the following verses:

�ه�ا ���فْ �هرُ �صِ ّ
�ل�د  و�م�ا ا

ْ
�م �ل����قِ�د  �م�ا ا

ْ
�َزل

أ
ل� �م�ا ا

 

ْ
��ي�ي�د

أ
�ل��تّ�� ا �م�ا  �مُ  وا

ّ
�ل�د ا �م�ا   

ْ
�ب�د

أ
ل� ا �م�ا 

 

ل�ي  
ْ

��قُ�ل  
ُ
�د

َّ
�ل���مُوَح ا و�م�ا   

ْ
�د

َّ
�ل���مُوَح ا

 

ْ
�ل��تّو�ح��ي�د ا  ُ ��ي��ق��ة

�ح����ق �م�ا   
ْ
حَ�د

أ
ل� ا �م�ا 

 

��سرًّا  
ُ
رّد �ل���م�����ج ا و�م�ا   

ْ
رد

�ل���م����ف ا �م�ا 

 

ْ
ر�ي�د

�ل��تّ��ف  وا
ُ
�ص �ت����ص�ا �خ� لا ا �ل�هُ  �م�ن� 
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Sīrjānī’s conclusion of his book with a poem is indicative of a tendency 
that we find intrinsic to the structure of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād as a whole. 
The interplay of poetry with Sufi narrative is a topic worthy of further 
research. It should be studied within the wider context of medieval Arabic 
belles-letters, which is not the focus of our present inquiry.69 Noteworthy 
here, however, is Sīrjānī’s adoption of poetry as the form that embraced 
his ‘voice.’ In the same vein, we find that unless a chapter is concluded 
with Sīrjānī’s own comment, a poetic selection gives the concluding 
remark. Poetic conclusions seem to conjure the mystical concepts in 
question. They highlight the experience they entail and lend Sīrjānī that 
concluding voiced opinion. When we think of Sīrjānī’s inclination to 
speak in images, perceived in the title of his book and his chapter on the 
history of the Sufis, it becomes inescapable not to assume that poetry 
plays a special function in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād. In a way, it is Sīrjānī’s 
hidden ‘voice.’

2.8. Sources of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-Sawād

The content of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād evolve in each chapter from spe-
cific thematic or conceptual concerns. In layer upon layer of meaning, 
multiple definitions of mystical concepts are generated from each other 
in what appear to be entries in lexical-type works. These sayings could 
have been individually collated from any number of Sufi sources, surveys, 
or biographical collections. Since an obvious discourse that argumenta-
tively binds the multiple dicta together is generally lacking within the 
body of each chapter of the book, it is difficult to discern which sources 
Sīrjānī relied on for any section of his compilation. Unless we can find 

69 The preponderant presence of poetry in Sufi compilations served several functions. 
For one, poetry’s reliance on illusive language and imagery was a perfect vehicle to express 
the inexpressible, not to mention the Sufi investment in such poetic genres as love or wine 
poetry to express love of and intoxication in the Divine. Samāʿ sessions invested in poetic 
recitations. What has been lacking in present research on Sufi discourse is the generation 
of poetry from Sufi narratives, or vice versa, the prosification of poetry which may not 
necessarily be originally Sufi. Hagiographies of Sufis are full of such interplay between 
genres, so are the Sufi manuals replete with them. Sarrāj’s K. al-Lumaʿ, which proves a 
valuable source to Sīrjānī’s K. al-Bayāḍ wa-sawād, dedicates one of its chapters to Sufi 
poetry. A similar chapter can be found in Khargūshī’s Tahdhīb al-asrār and Abū Khalaf 
al-Ṭabarī’s Salwat al-ʿārifīn. Likewise, Sulamī wrote a treatise entitled K. al-Amthāl wa-l-
istishhādāt published within Rasāʾil ṣūfiyya li-Abī ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Sulamī, ed. Gerhard 
Böwering and Bilal Orfali (Beirut: Dar al-Machreq, 2009), and Abū Naṣr al-Qushayrī  
(d. 514/1120) compiled K. al-Shawāhid wa-l-amthāl (MS Ayasofya 4128). A similar chapter 
on Sufi poetry is found in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād.
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clear clusters of sayings present in Sīrjānī’s text mirroring similar clusters 
in earlier works, we cannot claim for certain the extent of his indebted-
ness to these earlier works. Since Sīrjānī authored his book around the 
middle of the fifth century (that is, around one century after the system-
atization process of Sufism had begun) it is clear that most of the epithets, 
maxims, and stories of the earlier mystical tradition are extracted from 
written sources available to him, especially since his work does not con-
tain any chain of authority (isnād). We have found twelve statements70 
attributed to Abū Saʿīd Aḥmad b. Muḥammad Ibn al-Aʿrābī (d. 341/952), 
who authored the now lost Ṭabaqāt al-nussāk (Generations of Renun
ciants).71 We also have identified seventeen statements72 attributed to 
Jaʿfar al-Khuldī (d. 348/959-60), who authored Ḥikāyāt al-mashāyikh 
(Stories of the [Sufi] Masters), also lost.73 As mentioned above, Sīrjānī was 
a disciple of Abū l-ʿAbbās al-Nihāwandī who was a pupil of Jaʿfar al-Khuldī; 
thus his use of Ḥikāyāt al-mashāyikh is likely.

Another authority in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād is Sulamī, who is credited 
with the lost voluminous biographical compilation entitled Tārīkh al-
ṣūfiyya (History of the Sufis), in addition to his published Ṭabaqāt al-
Ṣūfiyya, and numerous other works. It is not clear, however, which of 
Sulamī’s works Sīrjānī used.74 Of the five instances Sulamī was men-
tioned in the text,75 we were able to trace only one to his extant works 
(#744).76 Several statements in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād, however, are 
found in Sulamī’s treatises and a large number is to be found in his 

70 #s 55, 137, 311, 395, 430, 544, 583, 708, 749, 782, 783, 790.
71 See al-Iṣbahānī, Ḥilyat al-awliyāʾ, 10: 25, F. Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen Schrift-

tums (Leiden: Brill, 1964-84), 1: 660. Several statements of Ṭabaqāt al-nussāk survive in 
primary sources; for examples, see Dhahabī, Siyar aʿlām al-nubalāʾ, ed. Shuʿayb al-Arna ʾūṭ 
(Beirut: Muʾassasat al-Risāla, 1993), 4: 579, 9: 40, 13: 437, 15: 409-410; Dhahabī, Tārīkh 
al-Islām, (yrs. 101-120): 61, (yrs. 141-160): 511, (yrs. 181-190): 194, (yrs. 241-250): 209, (yrs. 261-
280): 213, (yrs. 281-290): 77. 

72 #s 61, 85, 94, 270, 325, 330, 333, 341, 389, 430, 455, 550, 519, 522, 531, 632, 788.
73 F. Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums, 1: 661
74 Sulamī’s life and work have been examined in G. Böwering, “The Qurʾān Commen-

tary of al-Sulamī,” in Islamic Studies Presented to Charles J. Adams, eds. W. B. Hallaq and  
D. P. Little (Leiden: Brill, 1991), 41-56; see also, G. Böwering, “al-Sulamī,” in EI2, 9, 811-2; for 
a general survey of Sulamī’s life and work see L. Berger, Geschieden von allem ausser Gott 
(Hildesheim - Zürich - New York: Olms, 1998); for a more recent study, see J.J. Thibon, 
L’oeurvre d’Abū ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Sulamī (325/937-412/1021) et la formation du soufisme 
(Damascus: Presses de l'Ifpo, 2009); see also the English introduction to the Arabic text 
edition of select Sufi treatises of Abū ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Sulamī by G. Böwering and  
B. Orfali, Rasāʾil ṣūfiyya li-Abī ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Sulamī (d. 412/1021).

75 #s 47, 73, 267, 454, 744.
76 Sulamī, Kitāb al-Samāʿ, ed. ʿAlī ʿAqla ʿArsān, al-Turāth al-ʿArabī 5 (1985), 81.
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Ḥaqāʾiq al-tafsīr (Truths of Qurʾānic Exegesis) and Ṭabaqāt al-ṣūfiyya.77 
In fact many of the introductory Qurʾānic verses of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-
sawād are followed by commentaries that are in Ḥaqāʾiq al-tafsīr. 
Whether they are directly extracted from it cannot be ascertained, yet 
their presence is noteworthy. Interestingly, the chapter on futuwwa in 
the book does not draw from Sulamī’s treatise on futuwwa.78 One para-
graph from bāb ithbāt al-samāʿ (#744) is attributed to Sulamī and comes 
from his K. al-Samāʿ (Book of Audition).79 Most probably, Sīrjānī also 
benefitted from Sulamī’s interest in poetry, attested in his various works, 
especially K. al-Amthāl wa-l-istishhādāt (Book of Examples and Poetic 
Illustrations). In fact, fifty short poems from K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād can 
be traced to this short treatise of Sulāmī.80

Sarrāj is mentioned by name as an authority influencing Sīrjānī’s col-
lated material in at least fourteen instances, all from K. al-Lumaʿ.81 Of all 

77 The edition of the Ḥaqāʾiq al-tafsīr, published by Sayyid ʿImrān under the title, 
Tafsīr al-Sulamī wa-huwa Ḥaqāʾiq al-tafsīr, has been printed in two volumes (Beirut: Dār 
al-Kutub al-ʿIlmiyya, 1421/2001). There is a large lacuna in this edition including the end of 
Sulamī’s commentary on sūra 11 (Hūd), from verse 11:90 onward, all of his commentary on 
sūra 12 (Yūsuf), and the beginning of sūra 13 (al-Raʿd) until verse 13:2. The Ḥaqāʾiq al-tafsīr 
is known to exist in about sixty Arabic manuscripts found in libraries all over the world. 
Most of them are listed in G. Böwering, “The Qurʾān Commentary of al-Sulamī,” 41-56. 
Sulamī’s Ṭabaqāt al-ṣūfiyya has been published in three editions, ed. J. Pedersen (Leiden: 
Brill, 1960); ed. Nūr al-Dīn Shurayba (Cairo: Maktabat al-Khānjī, 1389/1969, 21986); ed. 
Muṣṭafā ʿAbd al-Qādir ʿAṭā (Beirut: Dār al-Kutub al-ʿIlmiyya, 1419/1998).

78 See ft. 68 for futuwwa and the references to Sulamī’s work on it.
79 Sulamī, K. al-Samāʿ, ed. ʿAlī ʿAqalih ʿArsān, in al-Turāth al-ʿArabī 5 (1985), 81.
80 See #s 38 (Amthāl, #422, 87), 44 (Amthāl, #444, 91), 117 (Amthāl, #467, 96), 141 

(Amthāl, #438, 90), 200 (Amthāl, #440, 91), 228 (Amthāl, #423 and #479, 87 and 98), 241 
(Amthāl, #518, 106), 247 (Amthāl, #535, 111), 248 (Amthāl, #508, 104), 285 (Amthāl, #446, 92), 
336 (Amthāl, #451, 93), 356 (Amthāl, #469, 96), 368 (Amthāl, #460, 94), 419 (Amthāl, #474, 
97), 440 (Amthāl, #521, 107), 460 (Amthāl, #480, 99), 473 (Amthāl, #517, 106), 483 (Amthāl, 
#457 and #462, 94 and 95), 486 (Amthāl, #528, 109), 489 (Amthāl,, #447, 92), 490 (Amthāl, 
#455 and 458, 94), 491 (Amthāl, #470, 96), 492 (Amthāl, #473, 97), 493 (Amthāl, #476, 98), 
494 (Amthāl, #540, 113), 495 (Amthāl, #547, 115), 498 (Amthāl, #431 and #529, 89 and 109), 
499 (Amthāl, #429, 88), 500 (Amthāl, #486, 100), 501 (Amthāl, #500, 102), 502 (Amthāl, #507, 
104), 504 (Amthāl, #532, 110), 505 (Amthāl, #452, 93), 506 (Amthāl, #425, 88), 507 (Amthāl, 
#426, 88), 537 (Amthāl, #546, 114), 585 (Amthāl, #430, 88), 600 (Amthāl, #477, 98), 665 
(Amthāl, #435, 90), 671 (Amthāl, #505, 103), 672 (Amthāl, #506, 104), 739 (Amthāl, #540, 112), 
757 (Amthāl, 427, 88), 781 (Amthāl, #552, 116), 801 (Amthāl, #512, 105), 819 (Amthāl, #441, 91), 

81 Sarrāj, K. al-Lumaʿ, ed. R.A. Nicholson (Leiden-London, Brill, 1914) and ed. ʿAbd 
al-Ḥalīm Maḥmūd and Ṭāhā al-Bāqī Surūr (Cairo: Dār al-Kutub al-Ḥadītha, 1380/1960). 
The references here are to the edition of Nicholson. See #s 68-70 (Lumaʿ, 377-379), 74 
(Lumaʿ, 21-22), 97 (Lumaʿ, 26) , 271 (Lumaʿ, 193), 328 (Lumaʿ, 184), 469 (Lumaʿ, 265), 563 
(Lumaʿ, 33-34), 721 (Lumaʿ, 322), 731 (Lumaʿ, 316), 758 (Lumaʿ, 278), 776 (Lumaʿ, 285), 846 
(Lumaʿ, 137-139), 862 (Lumaʿ, 375).
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previously mentioned sources, we believe that K. al-Lumaʿ had the great-
est influence on K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād, which exceeds the scope of 
merely copied statements to influences on the internal structure of the 
book. For one, neither book maintains chains of authority, a fact that is 
stated in both authors’ introductions. Then there is the clustering of 
some chapters in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād which appears inspired by K. 
al-Lumaʿ. Further comparison between K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād and K. al-
Lumaʿ shows that the material extracted from the latter far exceeds those 
places where Sarrāj is mentioned by name and range from single state-
ments to longer sections. Sīrjānī often changes the order of statements in 
K. al-Lumaʿ and omits Sarrāj’s commentary on them; at times, he juxta-
poses statements or summarizes longer ones.

The passage of Ibn Khafīf in the chapter on the practice of listening to 
music and its retractors (bāb awṣāf al-sāmiʿīn min al-mutaḥarrimīn) 
(#766) could have been taken from Ibn Khafīf’s (d. 371/982) lost book on 
samāʿ entitled K. al-Faḍāʾil wa-jāmiʿ al-daʿawāt wa-l-adhkār (Book of 
Merits and the Compendium of Supplications and Invocations).82 Sīrjānī 
also quotes one statement describing those who profess God’s oneness (fī 
waṣf ahl al-tawḥīd, #128) from one of Ibn Khafīf’s books.83 Sīrjānī refers 
also to a book by a certain Abū Bakr al-Bukhārī (#153), who could be 
identified as Abū Bakr al-Kalābādhī, especially since the statement on 
the nature of faith (īmān) is found in his K. al-Taʿarruf.84 In addition to 
some scattered prose statements, K. al-Taʿarruf may have contributed a 
number of lines of poetry to K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād.85

K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād shares a significant number of statements and 
anecdotes with Khargūshī’s Tahdhīb al-asrār,86 Qushayrī’s al-Risāla al-

82 See evidence for this work in Abū l-Ḥasan al-Daylamī, Sir̄at al-shaykh al-kabir̄ Abū 
ʿAbdallāh ibn al-Khafif̄ al-Shir̄āzi,̄ tr. Rukn al-Din̄ Yaḥya Ibn Junayd al-Shir̄āzi,̄ ed. A. Schim-
mel (Ankara Üniversitesi Il̇âhiyat Fakültesi Yayınlarından, 1955), 213; and Florian Sobieroj, 
Ibn Ḫafif̄ Aš-Šir̄āzi ̄ und seine Schrift zur Novizenerziehung (Kitāb al-Iqtiṣād) (Beirut: In 
Kommission bei Franz Steiner Verlag, 1998), 312 (#30).

83 Ibn Khafīf is quoted more than thirty times throughout the book (see index).
84 Kalabādhī, al-Taʿarruf li-madhhab ahl al-taṣawwuf, 83.
85 See #s 38 (Taʿarruf, 174), 422 (Taʿarruf, 164), 482 (Taʿarruf, 168), 488 (Taʿarruf, 142), 

506 (Taʿarruf, 113), 662 (Taʿarruf, 118), 801 (Taʿarruf, 139), 802 (Taʿarruf, 138), 830 (Taʿarruf, 
170).

86 Khargūshī’s Tahdhīb al-asrār is published in three editions: ed. Bassām Muḥammad 
Bārūd (Abu Dhabi: al-Mujammaʿ al-Thaqāfī, 1999); ed. Sayyid Muḥammad ʿ Alī (Beirut: Dār 
al-Kutub al-ʿIlmiyya, 1427/2006); ed. Muḥammad Aḥmad ʿAbd al-Ḥalīm (Cairo: Maktabat 
al-Thaqāfa al-Dīniyya, 2010).
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Qushayriyya87 and Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s Salwat al-ʿārifīn.88 These scat-
tered parallels, however, offer no evidence that Sīrjānī had consulted 
directly any of their works.89 

With perhaps the exception of Abū Bakr al-Tiflīsī (d. 482/1089),90 Sufi 
personalities contemporary to Sīrjānī are not mentioned in K. al-Bayāḍ 
wa-l-sawād. It is certain, therefore, that Sīrjānī’s sources were the com-
piled surveys and biographies written by the generation of the aforemen-
tioned authors.91 Sīrjānī’s K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād thus serves as a key 
source for many of the statements and anecdotes of the early Sufis which 
are not found in any other extant source. A case can be made from the 
second chapter entitled “Spritual Struggle, Sufi Morals and States” (bāb fī 
dhikr mujāhadatihim wa-akhlāqihim wa-aḥwālihim) which includes a col-
lection of anecdotes referring to Sufis illustrating their mystical conduct. 
This chapter ends with a separate section (faṣl) which is strictly con-
cerned with the division and distribution of Sufis’ wealth among their 
companions. Its contribution arises from the detailed record of this activ-

87 Qushayrī’s Risāla has been published in several editions, cited earlier in this study 
is the edition of ʿAbd al-Ḥalīm Maḥmūd and Maḥmūd Ibn al-Sharīf (Cairo: Dār al-Kutub 
al-Ḥadītha, 1966) and the English translation of Alexander D. Knysh, Al-Qushayri’s Epistle 
on Sufism (Reading, U.K.: Garnet Publishing, 2007).

88 A critical edition and a study of Salwat al-ʿārifīn is in: G. Böwering and B. Orfali, The 
Comfort of the Mystics: An Early Sufi Handbook (Leiden: Brill, 2012). 

89 Salwat al-ʿārifīn incorporates large sections of Khargūshī’s Tahdhīb and Qushayrī’s 
Risāla. The critical edition of the text includes a critical apparatus that indicates the 
sources of each statement including Khargūshī’s Tahdhīb, Qushayrī’s Risāla, and Sīrjānī’s 
K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād. This apparatus gives a clear idea about the parallels between 
Sīrjānī and these works.

90 Two statements in K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād (#314, 341) are attributed to al-Tiflīsī, and 
another (#90) to Abū Bakr al-Tiflīsī. This person could be Abū Bakr Muḥammad b. Ismāʿīl 
b. Muḥammad b. al-Sarī al-Nīsābūrī al-Ṣūfī (d. 483/1089) who was born in 400/1010 and 
transmitted tradition on the authority of Sulamī and others, see Dhahabī, Tārīkh al-Islām, 
(yrs. 481-490): 115.

91 A. Karamustafa compiles a list of the extant and lost early Sufi works, see Sufism: The 
Formative Period, 84-87; for the documentation of the works mentioned by Karamustafa, 
see Jacqueline Chabbi, “Réflexions sur le soufisme iranien primitive,” Journal Asiatique 266 
(1978), 37-55; G. Böwering, “The Ādāb Literature of Classical Sufism: Anṣārī’s Code of Con-
duct,” in Moral Conduct and Authority: The Place of Adab in South Asian Islam, ed. Barbara 
D. Metcalf (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1984), 68-69; G. Böwering, The Mystical 
Vision of Existence in Classical Islam (Berlin: De Gruyter, 1980), 21-34; A. Knysh, Islamic 
Mysticism: A Short History (Leiden: Brill, 2000), 116-140. Two authors are specifically men-
tioned by Sīrjānī: ʿAbd al-Wāḥid al-Warathānī the author of Ṭabaqāt al-ṣūfiyya (#779) and 
Abū Bakr Ibn Shādhān al-Rāzī’s Ḥikāyāt al-ṣūfiyya (#29, 115). One should add to these lists 
Ṭabaqāt al-ṣūfiyya of Abū Saʿīd al-Naqqāsh (d. 414/1023) who was active in Iṣbahān, Bagh-
dad, Kufa, Marw, Jurjān, Harāt, Mecca, Nishāpur, and Nahawand, see Dhahabī, Siyar aʿlām 
al-nubalāʾ, 17: 307-308.
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ity, which is not recorded in earlier sources. In each of the events, a spe-
cific monetary value is given along with the circumstances governing it.92 
In several instances, such distribution of provisions demonstrates initia-
tory practices at the advent of tawba,93 in some this is pictured as a form 
of initiation requisite to the companionship of a specific early Sufi mas-
ter. Ṣāliḥ b. Muḥammad spent (anfaqa) thirty thousand dirhams yearly 
on Abū ʿUthmān al-Ḥīrī (d. 298/910) and his accompanying Sufis (#41). 
Abū Bakr b. Abī Ḥanīfa, the companion of Abū Ḥafṣ al-Naysābūrī (d. 
265/878-9) spent on the latter and his company a thousand thousand and 
three hundred thousand dirhams (#42). Abū al-Ḥusayn b. Bunān (d. 
310/922-3) spent on Abū Saʿīd al-Kharrāz (d. 286/899) more than one 
hundred thousand dirhams (#68). The relevance of these stories in the 
book arises from their validity as pictures of Sufi practices presented by 
Sīrjānī to his contemporary Sufi community. This must be seen in light of 
the rise of Sufi lodges during Sīrjānī’s time, and the entailed elevated role 
and image of the guiding sheikh. In the same vein, these kinds of stories 
highlight communal relations among Sufis which Sīrjānī expands in later 
sections of his book. 

3. The Manuscripts of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-Sawād

This edition of Sīrjānī’s K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād is based on three manu-
scripts. The first, MS Landberg 64, is found in the Beinecke Rare Book and 
Manuscript Library of Yale University; it will hereafter be referred to as 
“  The second is found in the collection of Kitābkhāneh-i Āyat Allāh ”.�ب
Marʿashī Najafī in Qumm and kept under number 117; it will hereafter be 
referred to as “ ق

�.” The third is MS. British Library Board Or 12632; it will 
hereafter be referred to as “94”.ل

92 Only two of these cases will be demonstrated here: Abū ʿAlī al-Rūdhbārī spent sixty 
thousand dīnārs (#40); Abū Aḥmad al-Jīlī spent thirty thousand dīnārs in three days (#41). 
For the full record consult #39-44. 

93 Referring to Aḥmad b. Khaḍrūya (#39); Abū ʿAlī al-Rūdhbārī (#40); Ibn Bunān 
al-Miṣrī (#41); Abū Jaʿfar al-ʿAlawī (#41); Abū l-Qāsim al-Rāzī (#43).

94 There is a record of three other manuscripts of this book which we were unable to 
obtain for the purpose of this edition. They are described in Moḥsen Pūrmokhtār, ““Bayāḍ 
wa-sawād-i” Sīrjānī,” 249-258. The description provided here of these manuscripts is based 
totally on Pūrmokhtār’s account. 1. A manuscript kept under number 4251 in the collection 
of Kitābkhānay-i Millī Malak. 2. A manuscript mentioned in the Catalogue of the Arabic 
Manuscripts in the Collection of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengall, kept under the number 
1061. 3. A manuscript kept under the number 1083 in the Museum of the City of Magnisay 
in Turkey.
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	�ب MS Landberg 64ق
�	 MS Āyat Allāh Marʿashī Najafī 117
	ل MS British Library Board Or 12632

The goal of this critical edition is to present an authoritative text. We 
hope to have a text that is more accurate and complete than any of the 
individual manuscripts. We will denote this text by [

أ
�]. 

It is possible to deduce the relationship of the extant manuscripts to 
each other from the pattern of agreements and disagreements among 
them. ل agrees with ق

� in most variations from ب� (i.e. different possible 
original readings, readings of secondary origin, corruptions and emenda-
tions). This suggests that ق

� and ل belong to the same family. We will call 
the hypothetical archetype of this family ]*  has some errors and ل .]�ب
readings peculiar to itself and contains many lacunae. In a few instances, 
ق against �ب agrees with ل

� and fills in the lacunae in ق
�, and, in many in-

stances, ق
� agrees with ب� against ل and fills in the lacunae in ل. This shows 

that ل does not derive from ق
�, but rather that both are dependent upon 

[ ق The instances where .[*�ب
� and ل independently agree with ب� repre-

sent readings that presumably come from [
أ
�]. Thus, ق

� and ل may be used 
to reconstruct [ [*�ب

For editing purposes, codex ب� has primary value over ق
� and ل for sev-

eral reasons. For one, having been copied in the year 606/1209, it is the 
earliest codex available of the text, in contrast to ق

� which was copied in 
746/1345. Furthermore, even with one lacuna of ten folios missing and 
problems in its title page and colophon, ب� remains more complete than ق
�. More importantly, ب� appears to have undergone careful reading and 
editing by one of its owners who either corrected or added missing mate-
rial in the margins. In several cases he gives the sources of his corrections 
or amendments which we were able to verify by reviewing the sources 
mentioned. Therefore the reading of ب� is often preferred in cases of dis-
agreement between ب� and [  .[*�ب

Comparison of the readings yields the following stemma:
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This stemma might oversimplify the historical reality since we do not 
know about the intermediate copies made between [ ق and [*�ب

�, [  and [*�ب
] or ل

أ
�] and ب�, but the resultant text is more complete than any of the 

individual manuscripts. The next section describes each manuscript in 
detail.

3.1. MS Landberg 64 “ ”�ب

In bold and sizeable naskhī script, the title page of “  :reads ”�ب

�ص��ط�لا و�ح����ق�ـ . . . لا و�ة ا
�ذ� ج�

��ت�لا  �ج� لا ا
ّ
�ي
�ل���صو��ف ا  ّ

�بن� �عر�ب�ي ا  ّ
�ي
�ن �لر�بّ�ا �م ا �م�ا ل�إ خ ا

��ي���� �ل��ل������ش

The title page is damaged on its left side with a torn piece rendering the 
third word of the title missing its last letters. It is a codex that has received 
attention on no less than five occasions. First, it was listed in Leon Nemoy’s 
catalogue, or checklist as he calls it, of Yale’s holdings of Arabic manu-
scripts.95 According to Nemoy the author is anonymous, which clearly 
points to his doubts that the work was authored by “the Sufi Muḥyī al-Dīn 
Ibn ʿArabī” (d. 638/1240) as the above title states. Nemoy’s reading of the 
title as Jadhwat al-iṣṭilāʾ wa-ḥaqīqat al-ijtilāʾ has found its way in all subse-
quent works that used Nemoy as their source. The second mention of this 
codex is found in Kūrkīs ʿ Awwād’s supplement to the Fihrist of Ibn ʿ Arabī’s 
works.96 The third mention is by ʿUthmān Yaḥyā in his massive work on 
the compilations of Ibn ʿArabī. Yaḥyā concludes that Ibn ʿArabī’s author-
ship of the manuscript is doubtful for two reasons. First, it has a chapter 
on the history of Sufi sheikhs which does not go beyond the year 350/961 
even though many prominent Sufis lived after that date. It would be 
unlikely for Ibn ʿ Arabī to exclude such personalities from this work had he 
been its author. Second, and probably more importantly, its “general 
spirit” and style of writing do not resemble that of Ibn ʿArabī.97 The above 
sources do not appear to go much beyond Nemoy’s account. Franz 

95 See Leon Nemoy, Arabic Manuscripts in the Yale University Library (New Haven, 
1956), 122. 

96 See Kūrkīs ʿAwwād, “Fihrist Muʾallafāt Muḥyī al-Dīn b. ʿArabī,” Majallat al-Majmaʿ 
al-ʿIlmī al-ʿArabī, Damascus 30 (1955), 273.  

97 ʿUthmān Yaḥyā, Muʾallafāt Ibn ʿArabī: tārīkhuhā wa-taṣnīfuhā (Cairo: al-Hayʾa 
al-Miṣriyya al-ʿĀmma li-l-Kitāb, 2001), 266-7.
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Rosenthal has a short notice on this codex,98 and recently Gerhard 
Böwering published a valuable study of it”99 Böwering describes in detail 
the physical condition of the manuscript and queries Ibn ʿArabī’s author-
ship of the text, finding internal evidence that supports Sīrjānī’s author-
ship. Böwering analyzes the colophon indicating the history of the 
manuscript, who copied it, for whom, as well as when and where. He enu-
merates its chapters, gives a general description of their content and for-
mat, identifies some of its sources as Muḥammad b. Khafīf al-Ḍabbī 
al-Shīrāzī, Abū Naṣr al-Sarrāj, and Abū ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Sulamī. Much 
of our study of this codex is based on Böwering’s findings.

Codex “ -consists of 188 folios with a set of ten folios missing be ”�ب
tween folios 177b and 178a. It includes a number of lacunae because of 
homoteleuton–scribal errors resulting from a slip of the eye caused by 
lines ending with the same word–and has sustained water damage that 
caused words on its upper margins to be obliterated. The worst damage 
affected the first eight folios which were replaced and copied by another 
hand. This same hand appears to have penned the title Jadhwat al-iṣṭilāʾ, 
and the attribution to Ibn ʿArabī may have been written by a different 
individual later on as Böwering contends,100 possibly to attract the atten-
tion of potential buyers.101 That Sīrjānī is the author of this work is un-
doubtedly evidenced in this codex itself which ends with an admonition, 
waṣiyya, by “Khāja ʿAlī b. al-Ḥasan b. ʿAlī al-Kirmānī al-Sīrjānī” on f. 187. 
Yet though we can explain the wrongful attribution to Ibn ʿArabī, we can-
not find a reasonable explanation for the title itself, which we read vari-
antly as Jadhwat al-iṣṭilāʾ wa-jafnat al-ijtilāʾ. Our variant reading of the 
title, substituting jafna for ḥaqīqa, is justified on two grounds. For one, it 
maintains a consistent rhythmic structure and rhyme between the two 
parallel parts of the title, and, second, it maintains consistent imagery 
between them. Contrasting jadhwa, meaning blazing embers, with jafna, 
meaning water source, well, or water bowl, the title contrasts the burning 
anguish of the Sufi with the soothing or satiating contentment of epiph-
any. It is possible that this phrase is part of the original title of the work, 
abridged over time to include only the phrase Kitāb al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād 

98 See Franz Rosenthal, “Ibn ʿArabī between “Philosophy” and “Mysticism,” Oriens 31 
(1988), 4.

99 Gerhard Böwering, “Two Early Sufi Manuscripts,” Jerusalem Studies of Arabic and 
Islam 31 (2006), 209-231; the section on Jadhwat al-iṣṭilāʾ runs from page 209 to 219.

100 Ibid., 210.
101 Ibid., 213. 
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min khaṣāʾiṣ ḥikam al-ʿibād fī naʿt al-murīd wa-l-murād, especially as this 
last phrase equally invests in contrasting images, where bayāḍ, white, is 
contrasted with sawād, black, and murīd, aspirant, is contrasted with 
murād, object of aspiration. Without further evidence, this observation 
cannot rise above the level of conjecture, hence our option not to include 
the title of “  .in our edited version of the text ”�ب

The codices “ “ and ”�ب ق
�” have interesting stories to tell which go well 

beyond the significance of their content that constitutes the K. al-Bayāḍ 
wa-l-sawād edited here. Why did these codices originate, who copied 
them in the first place, and what life did they have afterwards? The dis-
crepancies of authorship and title that we face here make up part of this 
story and, as such, are important to unravel. The last folio of the codex 
“ -f. 188b, may suggest an Ibn ʿArabī connection as it contains a memo ”,�ب
randum that cleverly alludes to Ibn ʿArabī as the author of the book with-
out naming him. It indicates that this very manuscript was read aloud in 
Ibn ʿArabī’s teaching sessions by his disciple Ṣadr al-Dīn al-Qūnawī (605-
673/1207-1274). Böwering’s translation of the memorandum reads:

Praise be to God, I listened to this blessed text being read. My disciple 
al-Qūnawī read out (the book) from beginning to end in different teaching 
sessions, the last one on its date (of compilation?). Its author wrote it, may 
God pardon him. Amen.102 

If the attribution of the memorandum is correct, then it dates from the 
last decade of Ibn ʿArabī’s life when Qūnawī accompanied him to 
Damascus as his adopted son and disciple. Qūnawī who remained with 
the great master until his death in 638/1240, is known to have regularly 
attended his master’s lectures, recording many of his works through dic-
tation. The first date recorded for Qūnawī as a listener in Ibn ʿArabī’s 
teaching sessions, however, is the year 629/1229.103

Böwering concludes that this memorandum has no significance to the 
book based on the evidence that Ibn ʿArabī does not list Jadhwat al-iṣṭilāʾ 
as one of his compositions, nor does its content resemble any of Ibn 
ʿArabī’s writings. The handwriting bears no similarity to the specimen we 
have of Ibn ʿArabī’s handwriting either. More to the point, the colophon 

102 The Arabic text in the manuscript reads::

al-ḥamdu li-llāhi. Samiʿtu hādhihi l-nuskha al-mubāraka bi-qirāʾati tilmīdhī al-Qūnawī 
min awwalihā ilā ākhirihā fī majālis mutafarriqa ākhiruhā yawm tārīkhih. Katabahu 
muʾallifuh ʿafā Allāh ʿanh. Āmīn. 

103 Ibid., 212.
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of the manuscript states that it was copied in 606/1209. Knowing that 
Qūnawī was born in 605/1207, the content of the memorandum becomes 
suspect.

Two observations are significant concerning the content of this mem-
orandum. First that it does not spell out Ibn ʿArabī as the author, but 
fiddles with the reader’s imagination as it invests in what might have 
been known of the relation between Qūnawī and Ibn ʿArabī. As such, it 
produces a compelling image of the book used for instruction in 
Qūnawī’s teaching sessions. No higher sanction could be given to it than 
to place Ibn ʿArabī as a participant listener to it, except, perhaps, hinting 
that it was actually authored by the great master himself. There remains 
the issue of the vague date on which those teaching sessions were com-
pleted. To which date might the author of the memorandum be refer-
ring? The preceding folio contains the actual colophon of the codex 
which states that its copying was completed on 17 Rabīʿ II of the year 606. 
Is it possible that the memorandum also hints at that date to tie it to the 
actual making of the codex? Whatever the reason may be, it remains an 
ingenious ploy that should be appreciated for its subtle craftiness in kin-
dling the imagination of a potential buyer or reader. It is after all a ploy 
that contributed to great misunderstanding about this book until the 
present day.104

The colophon on f. 188a states that the codex was written in the 
Sumaysāṭī Sufi lodge,105 in the city of Damascus on Sunday night of 17 of 
Rabīʿ II in 606/October 20, 1209 by Abū l-Faraj Yaʿqūb b. Muḥammad b. 
ʿAbd al-Malik al-Nihāwandī. He wrote it to his friend al-Abharī, the 
learned ascetic imam, noble in religion, beautiful in creed, and fortifier of 
strangers, al-imām al-ʿālim al-zāhid najīb al-dīn jamāl al-ṭāʾifa muʿizz al-
ghurabāʾ. This Abharī may be identified as Abū Ṭālib ʿAbd al-Muḥsin b. 
Abī al-ʿAmīd al-Khafīfī al-Abharī (d. 624/1227).106 It was written to aid its 
recipient in his, probably divine, remembrance, tadhkira.

104 Interestingly, Ibn ʿArabī mentions a book entitled al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād twice in his 
al-Futūḥāt al-Makkiyya without naming its author; see Ibn ʿArabī, al-Futūḥāt al-Makkiyya 
(Cairo: Būlāq, 1852-1859), 3: 414, 565.

105 This Sumaysāṭī lodge refers to the Khānqāh Sumaysāṭiyya in Damascus that took 
its name from Abū l-Qāsim ʿAlī b. Muḥammad al-Sumaysāṭī (d. 453/1061). He bequeathed 
this house as a charitable endowment to the Sufis of Damascus. For further details, see 
Böwering, “Two Early Manuscripts,” 213-4. See also Muḥammad Muṭīʿ Ḥāfiẓ, al-Khānqāh 
al-Sumaysāṭiyya bi-Dimashq (Damascus: Dār al-Bir̄ūni,̄ 2006).

106 Böwering, “Two Early Manuscripts,” 214.



introduction44

On the side of the colophon we find the following statement: “I col-
lated and corrected to the best of my ability.” Though it appears to be 
written in a different style than that adopted by Nihāwandī, it is obvious 
from the text that he himself did the correcting, as the handwriting of the 
corrected material is uniform with the handwriting of the text. The na-
ture of these corrections varies. In many cases, and probably due to an 
oversight in copying, words or lines were missing and were added in the 
margins. More important for our purposes are the copyist’s attempts to 
correct several inconsistencies. These inconsistencies were probably 
present in the manuscript from which he copied, because the same in-
consistencies appear in ق

� as the examples below show. The scribe ap-
pears to be a critical editor who is knowledgeable about Sufi texts as well 
as general historical or biographical sources. He consulted these works 
and faithfully mentioned them as sources whenever he found inconsis-
tencies. Here are some examples:

#49: The text gives the following statement of Abū Yazīd:

wa-qāla Abū Yazīd: ʿamiltu fī l-mujāhada thalāthīn sanatan fa-mā wajadtu 
shayʾan ashadda ʿalayya min al-ʿilm wa-mutābaʿatihi wa-lawlā ikhtilāf 
al-ʿulamāʾ la-baqīt.

This is the same reading found in ق
� while ل reads la-tafattattu. The scribe 

of ب�, Nihāwandī, notes in the margin la-shaqīt as a variant of la-baqīt and 
states Manāqib al-abrār of al-Mawṣilī (d. 552/1157) as his source.107

#549: In its chapter on the Sufis of ʿIraq, the text mentions al-Ḥusayn 
b. Manṣūr al-Ḥallāj. The death date given is 307 ah. The same date is in ق

� 
and ل. The copyist of ب� corrects it to 309 ah, citing Sulamī as his source.108

#553: The chapter on the Sufis of the Hijaz mentions Muḥammad b. 
Dāwūd Abū Bakr al-Duqqī. According to the text from which Nihāwandī 
copied, Duqqī died a few years after 350 ah. This date also appears in ق

� 
and ل. The scribe of ب� corrects the date to 360, adding in the margin that 
his source is the History of Abū Bakr al-Khaṭīb, namely Ta ʾrīkh Baghdād. 
This is the addition and it is consistent with al-Baghdādī’s record:

107 The published text of Manāqib al-abrār reads la-baqīt, see Ibn Khamīs al-Mawṣilī, 
Manāqib al-abrār wa-maḥāsin al-akhyār fī ṭabaqāt al-ṣūfiyya, ed. Saʿīd ʿAbd al-Fattāḥ (Bei-
rut: Dār al-Kutub al-ʿIlmiyya, 2006), 1: 187-188.

108 See al-Sulamī, Ṭabaqāt al-ṣūfiyya, ed. Nūr al-Dīn Shurayba (Cairo: Maktabat 
al-Khānjī, 1997), 308. 
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wa-dhakara Abū Bakr al-Khaṭīb fī tārīkhihi annahu tuwuffiya li-sittin khala-
wna min Jamādā al-ūlā sanat sittīn wa-thalāthimiʾa.109

Another major contribution of Nihāwandī to K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād is his 
addition of a separate text by Sīrjānī, which is in the form of an admoni-
tion (waṣiyya). This text is not part of ق

� or ل, and, as far as we know, is a 
unique text by Sīrjānī. Nihāwandī’s inclusion of it shows his knowledge 
that what had been known as Jadhwat al-iṣṭilāʾ wa-jafnat al-ijtilāʾ and the 
Waṣiyya are both authored by the same person, presented by Nihāwandī 
as “Khwāja Abū l-Ḥasan ʿAlī b. al-Ḥasan al-Kirmānī al-Sīrjānī.” 

The book’s last section is a series of separate queries concluded with 
the poem addressed above which only subtly alludes to Sīrjānī as its au-
thor. K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād, therefore, appears not to have a clear con-
cluding section that would indicate Sīrjānī’s completion of the book. It is 
probable that not having a clear and proper ending prompted the copyist 
of ب� to add Sīrjānī’s admonition to novices. It provides a concluding 
statement of the author to a work which might otherwise appear incom-
plete. Following is the “Admonition” of Sīrjānī (#869): 

Know my brother that whoever chooses this sect and this path must have 
his hands always empty from worldly means, and must have his heart 
reposed and un-desiring of people’s possessions. He must always strive to 
deny his soul of its demands, and be in opposition to it. He must be inclined 
against all appearances and the like. He must be friendly and compassion-
ate with the young and old alike. He must never abandon his reverence of 
those possessing imminence, or his servitude of the humble, and must 
believe in forsaking his allotment to them at all times. He does not contest 
those with low or high importance in any of their states. If he, on the other 
hand, is contested by any one of them, he finds the means to be in compli-
ance with them. He keeps a cheerful face and a kind spirit in either poverty 
or in need. He makes every effort to conceal his state from others, and is 
diligent not to perform any act of worship for the sake of it becoming vis-
ibly noticed by others because that would be grave idolatry. He does not 
believe he should live on alms. If he finds himself forced to beg, either 
because of his own need or the need of his companions, then he should 
contemplate whether he should commit to solicitation to avoid committing 
acts not allowed by Sharīʿa. He constantly seeks the deeds and traditions of 
his righteous predecessors, and strives to emulate their ways and conduct. 
He commits to supplication in residence or in travel especially before sun-
break at all times. He seeks God’s forgiveness and is totally submissive to 
Him. He raises his hands and heart to his Lord in sincere need of Him. If 

109 See al-Khaṭīb al-Baghdādī, Ta ʾrīkh madīnat al-salām, ed. ʿAwwād Bashshār Maʿrūf 
(Beirut: Dār al-Gharb al-Islāmī, 2001), 3: 174.
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he is able to withdraw himself from all people, keep his actions and tran-
quility for the sake of God, may He be exalted, keep scrutiny over his 
remembrance of God and his thoughts, strive to purify his heart by empty-
ing it from any regard to the created, and keep occupied with naught but 
God, then he should do so and that is all.

3.2. MS Āyat Allāh Marʿashī Najafī 117 “ ق
�”

The absence of a clear conclusion to K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād is more pro-
nounced in ق

�, in which the colophon curiously appears to serve this pur-
pose. In the long colophon, the great stature of both the author and the 
recipient of the codex are strongly pronounced. Incessant praise of both 
of them is written in ornate script humbling the copyist. His name and 
date of copying appear at the end of a long passage which reads (#871):

It was an honor to have ornately copied this blessed book entitled ‘White 
and Black,’ one of the compositions of the godly master and divine seeker 
Khwāja Abū l-Ḥasan ʿAlī b. al-Ḥasan al-Sīrjānī, may God sanctify his soul, 
by the order of one whose suggestion is ordinance and whose service is gain, 
the master of Muslims, the leader of leaders, and God’s authority over men, 
one who has brought together the knowledge of furūʿ and uṣūl. He is the 
teacher of maʿqūl and manqūl, and the one honored by visiting the Proph-
et’s divine and celestial tomb, may the best prayers and the most exalted 
of ranks be upon this tomb’s dweller. He is the one praiseworthy of Truth, 
Divine law and religion, the master of time Mahmūd b. Maḥmūd al-Ḥusaynī, 
may God extend on all of us Muslims some of his gifts. This was copied by 
one of the great grandchildren of the author Abū Muḥammad ʿAlī b. 
Muḥammad b. Muḥammad b. ʿAlī, the khaṭīb of Sīrjān nicknamed ʿImād 
al-Dīn (the pillar of faith) on the first feast day of Shawwāl of the year seven 
hundred and forty six. It is hoped that in his generosity he has the copyist’s 
remembrance in his noble thoughts.

Such verification bears weight as the copyist of the codex was a descen-
dent of the author Sīrjānī himself, ʿImād al-Dīn Abū Muḥammad ʿAlī b. 
Muḥammad b. Muḥammad b. ʿAlī al-Khaṭīb. He finished copying this 
codex on the first day of Shawwāl of the year 746/July 13, 1363, in the city 
of Sīrjān, the native city of his great grandfather. It was copied for the 
benefit of one of its notables Maḥmūd b. Maḥmūd al-Ḥusaynī, and at the 
latter’s request. The information recorded in the colophon establishes a 
historical insight into the continued legacy of Sīrjānī in his native city for 
at least three centuries after his death. Obviously, the great grandchild of 
Sīrjānī maintained the life of a learned man, and he appears to have been 
involved with keeping Sīrjānī’s legacy alive, partly through copying his 
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book and making it available. Obviously K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād was a 
work in demand in learned circles of Sīrjān. This Ḥusaynī does not appear 
to be a typical Sufi. Of the description above, he was a man learned in all 
matters of religious law, and was a teacher of both philosophy and tradi-
tion. This is important as it proves the relevance of the book to circles 
other than Sufi ones. In fact, the subject matter of the book shows the 
author’s education in fields beyond that pertaining to mystical conduct 
and awareness as it offers an overreaching view that opens the fields of 
literature, medicine, or wisdom to the breadth of Sufi thought.

Among many other things, the codex ق
� derives its importance from 

verifying the full title of K. al-Bayāḍ wa-l-sawād and ascertaining Sīrjānī’s 
authorship of the book, as this is clearly stated on its title page:

د �ل���مرا �ل���مر�ي�د وا �ي �ن�ع��ت ا
د ��ف �ل�ع��ب�ا �ئ���ص ح��ك�م ا ���ص�ا د �م�ن� �خ� �ل��سوا ض� وا

� �ل��ب��ي�ا �ب ا �ا
ت
ك�

 ّ
�ي
�ن ا �ل����ص���م�د �ل�ك ا �ل��س�ا ا  ّ

�ي
�ن �لر�بّ�ا �م ا �م�ا ل�إ خ ا

��ي���� �ل������ش �ل��ي�ف ا
أ
�م�ن� �ت��

�ل��ل�ه ع��ل��ي�ه ّ رح�م��ة ا
�ي
�ن �ا �ل��س��يرج� �ل�ح�����ن�س ا �بن� ا  ّ

��ة ع��ل�ي ج� وا
�ل�خ� �ل�ح�����ن�س ا �ب�ي ا

أ
�

The codex ق
� consists of 144 folios with 23 lines on each page. It is written 

in very clear naskhī script, remarkably clearer than that of ب�, resulting 
from the copyist’s intention to give it as a gift to the recipient, not to men-
tion being a source of familial pride to the copyist. This clear script solved 
many of the problems we faced in reading ب� which were the result of 
several factors such as absence of diacritical marks, obliterated words 
from water damage, or simply the unclear handwriting of the copyist him-
self. Moreover, both codices complement each other, as each contains 
material not present in the other, ranging from single words, to phrases, 
to missing folios.

Unlike ب�, there does not appear to be any evidence of later revision of 
the text attempted by either the copyist himself or by a later hand. A 
memorandum written on the title page describes the codex as “very valu-
able.” It says:

�د 
ّ
�د  �بن�  م�ح�م

ّ
�بن�  م�ح�م �ن�ي ع��ل�يّ  �ل�د د ا لى �ع�م�ا �ل���مو �ل���م����ص��نّ�ف و�هو  ا ��ي�د ا

 ا و�ه�ي �ب�خ���طّ �ح���ف�
ًّ
�د ��ي���س��ة ج�

��ة �ن���ف� �ل��ن���س����خ� هذ� ا �ه�

�ب��ة  �ا
ت
�ل�ك� �ي�خ ا ر �ن و�ت�ا �ا  �ن����ق�ي���ب ��س��يرج�

ّ
�ي
�ل�ح��س��ي��ن �ل�����س��يّ�د  م�ح�مود  �بن�  م�ح�مود ا �ل��ن��ق�ي���ب ا �مر ا

أ
�ه�ا �ب�� ���ب

ت�
�ل���م����ص��نّ�ف و��ق�د �ك�� �بن� ا ا

�بن�  م�ح�مود. م�ح�مو د   �يّ 
�ل�ح��س��ي��ن �ن�ي ا �ل�د �ب ا �ه�ا . �حرّر�ه�ا �لر�ع�ي ����ش �ل���م����ص��نّ�ف ��طّ ا �ب��ل��ه�ا �مع �خ� �����س��ن��ة 746 و��ق�د ��ق�ا
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The memorandum gives the names of the recipient and copyist. It adds, 
however, that the codex was compared to a copy written by the author 
himself. There is evidence of revision undertaken by the copyist given 
that material appears added in the margins. This material is, however, 
restricted to words or simple phrases that the copyist had originally 
missed in his copying. This does not rise to the level of editing perceived 
in ب�. We can assume, therefore, that codex ق

� is faithful to the codex from 
which it was copied, but can this mean that the original codex was that 
penned by the author himself? In our view, this is rather unlikely. For one 
thing, the extensive colophon fails to mention that, although it was not 
devoid of great detail regarding the author and recipient alike. Also, the 
memorandum seems simply to restate what it perceives in the text itself, 
seeing a few corrections in the margins and repeating the information of 
the colophon. Whoever penned that memorandum may have simply 
deduced that being one of the descendents of the author, the copyist must 
have had at hand the original copy of the book which is not necessarily 
true.ق

� has undergone several binding processes that resulted in either lost 
or misplaced folios. One folio that appears added before the title page 
contains several ownership notes and dispersed lines of poetry. All that 
concerns us in this added folio is that a detailed index of the contents of 
the book is presented under the heading of “Seventy-three Chapters.” 
The last chapter which discusses “Queries” lists the topics of each ques-
tion, which are twenty-nine in number. Following is a detailed descrip-
tion of missing or displaced folios in ق

� and the material affected in the 
text:

•	 Two folios appear missing between folios numbered 41 and 42. The 
paragraphs affected are from the end of 233 to the middle of 245. 

•	 A section of the book has been lost after folio 79. This lacuna should 
have contained the latter part of chapter 33, and chapters 34 and 35. 
Only two folios of this lacuna have survived and are wrongly bound 
as part of chapter 30. What stands now as folios 72 and 73 are folios, 
that should have belonged to chapter 34. The paragraphs affected 
are mid 455 to 481. 

•	 Folio 89 is bound in place of folio 91 and vice versa. 
•	 Page 102v and 103r are missing from our copy of ق

�. This lacuna is 
probably not present in the codex itself, but is due to an error made 
while taking images of the codex.
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ق
� on the other hand furnishes us with the missing folios in ب�. The mate-
rial affected is from the middle of paragraph 797 through paragraph 836.

3.3. MS British Library Board or 12632 “ل”

MS Or 12632 of the British library is listed as Anonymous (aqwāl  
al-a ʾimma al-ṣūfīyya) and is dated from the 14-15 century ce. The manu-
script contains a table of contents, written by a later hand in four folios 
entitled: Fihrist hādha l-kitāb al-mubārak al-musammā bi-aqwāl al-a ʾimma 
al-ṣūfiyya. Apart from that the text proper has 238 folios. The writing is 
clear and fully vocalized until folio 78v after which another less careful 
scribe seems to have continued the copying. The text itself lacks the 
incipit. The first folio starts with daʿwāhu wa-lā akhlāhu min maʿnāhu 
(which corresponds to line 5 of #2 of this edition). The manuscript has no 
ending other than the poem in #868 and no scribe’s name. The text has 
many lacunae because of homoteleuton and agrees with ق

� in most varia-
tions from ب�. Its importance, however, lies in the rare places where it 
offers a better reading than ب� and ق

�, or when it offers a text missing or 
blotted in these two manuscripts.

4. Technical Observations About the Edition

To make the text manageable for the reader, it has been arranged by 
paragraphs, with a number assigned to each in parentheses. Major varia-
tions among the manuscripts are documented in footnotes that follow 
each paragraph. Minor variations which do not affect the meaning (and 
consequently the translation) of the text were disregarded so as not to 
clutter the footnotes. Meters have been added in parentheses, preceding 
the verses of poetry in the Arabic text. With regard to Qurʾān citations 
the numbers of sūra and verse have been inserted into the text in brack-
ets at the end of the citations, which have been fully vocalized. Some 
ancillary signs were added consistently to the Arabic text, such as the 
doubling sign over a consonant (tashdīd). The tashdīd was omitted, how-
ever, in liaison for the definite article in case of “sun” letters. Vowel signs 
were added to indicate a passive form of a verb or to refer to the first or 
second person when required for textual precision. Otherwise, vowel 
signs were added to the body of the text only when they serve to avoid 
textual ambiguity or indicate a preferred reading chosen from among 
grammatically correct options. Vowel signs were not added to personal 
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names, except when required to avoid a possible confusion in the pro-
nunciation of a particular name. More vowel signs were added to the po-
etic verses to help the reading according to the corresponding meter. 
Punctuation marks, such as commas, periods, question marks and excla-
mation marks have been added to the Arabic text. The indices refer to 
paragraph numbers throughout. In the index of names, each name is 
listed in the short form in which it occurs in the text, followed after an 
equal sign by a full name and, in parentheses, a date of death inasmuch 
as it could be established by research in the Arabic biographical sources. 
The index of poetic verses includes the meters of the verses as well as the 
beginning and end (maṭlaʿ and qāfiya) of each couplet for accurate refer-
ence.
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5. Illustrations

© MS Landberg 64, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library 
of Yale University, 1r
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© MS Landberg 64, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library 
of Yale University, 1v-2r
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© MS Landberg 64, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library 
of Yale University, 187v-188r
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© MS Landberg 64, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library 
of Yale University, 188v-189r
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© Kitābkhānay-i Āyat Allāh Marʿashī Najafī 117, 1v-2r
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© Kitābkhānay-i Āyat Allāh Marʿashī Najafī 117, 2v-3r
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© Kitābkhānay-i Āyat Allāh Marʿashī Najafī 117, 143v-144r
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© British Library Board Or 12632, 5r
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© British Library Board Or 12632, 243v
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