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FOREWORD

In recent years there has been a timely resurgence of interest in our
Islamic culture; a widely-felt need to examine the foundations upon
which itwas built, to assess the role it has played in the forming of
the world as we now know it, and to find out and make use of what
this culture may still have to contribute to this world today .

The great bulk of our cultural heritage is to be found in the three
million or so manuscripts that have come down to us through four­
teen centuries of Islamic history-manuscripts that range in subject
from Qur'anic tafsir andfiqh to history, from astronomy to geology,
from rhetoric to the ethics of war.

Yet any gathering that has to do with manuscripts abounds in
tales of past and present horror: of manuscripts rotting in boxes
without ventilation, of damp seeping through walls and eating away
at the paper-and more dramatically , of burning and looting in the
world's many and proliferating trouble-spots. The irony, of course,
is that even the most inadequately stored manuscripts tend to be
jealously guarded so that access to them is not possible without a
prohibitive amount of bureaucracy. What we seem to have, there­
fore, is a formula for the destruction and suppression of our
manuscripts and, therefore, our heritage.

Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation was set up with two goals
in mind: to participate in the preservation of the Islamic cultural
heritage and to attempt to render it more accessible both to scholars
and to the interested public in general.

Achieving these overall objectives was seen as contingent upon
the accomplishment of several specific tasks among which priority
was given to two: cataloguing previously uncatalogued collections of
Islamic manuscripts, and compiling as extensive a visual record of
these manuscripts as possible using the most efficient technology
available.

To ensure, however, the economic and efficient deployment of
our necessarily finite resources, these tasks could not be embarked
upon before answers were found to certain questions : Where should
our priorities lie? Which manuscripts should be copied first? Obvi­
ously an important manuscript, existing only in a unique copy and
under unsafe conditions would be the ideal candidate for copying.
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Obviously also any time, money or effort spent in 'preserving' a
manuscript or a collection on which work had already been done
was, in a sense, wasted-as it could not be spent where it was most
urgently needed.

Checking existing bibliographic works did not yield the informa­
tion we needed as these mostly gave details of collections that were
or had become well-known or had at least been catalogued. Where
a collection had been only partly catalogued, the tendency was for
information to be available on the catalogued section even if the un­
catalogued section was the larger or potentially the more significant.

The Foundation therefore became engaged in what we saw as
Step One of our overall project: commissioning a world-wide survey
of collections of Islamic manuscripts , a survey that we hoped would
include private as well as public collections, collections which are
unknown and uncatalogued as well as the ones which are mentioned
in previously published surveys of this area.

In establishing the format of our survey, our aim was to collect as
much information as possible to help us draw up our list of priorities
for the further stages of the project: the cataloguing and copying.

This survey, to be published in three volumes with addenda, will
cover more than eighty countries which hold collections of Islamic
manuscripts . Some of them, such as Albania, Benin, Brunei,
Cyprus, Japan, Kenya, Sierra Leone, the Philippines , Thailand
and others, have never been surveyed before.

While the survey came into being as a preliminary part of AI­
Furqan Foundation 's overall project, we have no doubt that this
major reference work in which it has resulted will prove a useful tool
for scholars and researchers in Islamic studies-enabling them,
perhaps, with greater ease to make their contributions to the preser­
vation of our common legacy.

Ahmed Zaki Yamani
Chairman

Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation



INTRODUCTION

The Survey of Islamic Manuscripts in the World sponsored and or­
ganized by Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation was launched at
the beginning of 1989. On the basis of already existing reference
works, such as Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums, by Fuat Sezgin;
Fahiiris al-makhtiitdt al-Sarabiya fi 'l-ciilam, by Kiirkis cAwwiid; Les
manuscrits arabes dans le monde, by A.J. W. Huisman and Bibliografiya
arabskikh rukopisei, by LB. Mikhailova and A.B. Khalidov", it was
estimated that the total number of countries possessing collections
of Islamic manuscripts came to seventy-two countries. The actual
figure, however, turned out to be greater than this, the reason being
that the above-mentioned works are primarily of a bibliographical
nature and consequently do not consider all of the manuscript
materials available today. The countries abou t which no material
had ever been published were not covered in these works. It is worth
mentioning that in Sezgin's monumental work there are occasional­
ly hints of a collection which exists in an Islamic country and con­
tains Islamic manuscripts, but the information provided is not sub­
stantial. When the Survey was launched, our statistics of countries
possessing Islamic manuscripts came to almost 80, and in the course
of its development the figure went well beyond 85 countries.
Moreover, the division of the former USSR and Yugoslavia into
new countries is not considered in these statistics.

In order to organise a research project of this magnitude it was
necessary to make a preliminary study to identify at least one scholar
who had sufficient knowledge of manuscripts in each country. This
study was based on various reference works, the advice of individual
scholars in many countries, and the recommendations of institutes
involved in research in the area. Scholars were then invited to carry
out the survey in their own countries and formally commissioned
through an agreement with the Foundation.

From the very beginning the Foundation has been faced with four
grey areas:

• Oriental manuscripts in Europe andNorth Amen'ca, by J .D. Pearson, is indeed a survey,
but, as its title indicates, is restricted to Europe and North America.
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1 Eastern Europe
2 Sub-Saharan Africa
3 China
4 War-torn countries

INTRODUCTION

The main problem in Eastern Europe was gaining contact with
scholars, and persuading them to sign agreements, because co­
operation with foreign institutes was frowned upon by the govern­
ments. Nevertheless, the scholars recognised the significance of
the survey and showed enthusiasm to participate. The political
changes in these countries were a blessing to us, as it then became
possible to arrange and complete the surveys there.

2 Sub-Saharan Africa still remains a problem for us since there are
not many sources for consultation to identify local scholars. Avail­
able information about Islamic manuscripts is extremely scarce,
or non-existent. Because of the size of many African countries and
poor transport facilities, movement within these countries is not
always easy, and neither is access to privately owned collections
of Islamic manuscripts in outlying areas . There has been a reluc­
tance amongst scholars in this area to undertake the survey.

3 The political situation in China is such that individuals are not al­
lowed to enter'into agreements with foreign institutes, and agree­
ments with Chinese institutes involve a great deal of complicated
bureaucracy.

4 The fourth category is that of the war-torn countries or countries
suffering from political unrest, including Afghanistan, Algeria,
Chad, Ethiopia, Iraq, Kuwait, Lebanon, and Somalia.

These problems have all contributed to delays in the completion of
the survey. As a result the first volume of the Survey of Islamic
Manuscripts in the World is published with the omission of Algeria,
Chad, China and Ethiopia. The results of these surveys will appear
in the third volume. Meanwhile, we are managing to overcome our
difficulties in some of the problem areas.

The present survey oflslamic Manuscripts in the World is charac­
terised by its comprehensive nature. It covers the largest number of
countries possessing collections of Islamic manuscripts ever inves­
tigated, almost 100 countries, including all the new States in the
former Soviet Union and Yugoslavia. It covers a wide range of
Islamic languages . It includes public as well as private collections.
It provides comprehensive information on the contents of the col-
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lections of Islamic manuscripts. It incorporates up-dated and de­
tailed bibliographies of all existing catalogues ofIslamic manuscripts
in the world. It gives information, where possible, on uncatalogued
collections as well as unpublished catalogues. The present survey,
however, can by no means claim to be exhaustive. The widespread
domain of Islamic manuscripts is so vast that much more must be
done to explore it properly.

Finally, it would have been impossible to carry out such a huge
research project without the generous funding and encouragement
of Sheikh Ahmed Zaki Yamani , the Chairman of the Foundation.
To him is due our deep gratitude for making this survey a reality,
and making possible the publication of its results which will help
scholars throughout the world for many years to come.

The Survey of Islamic Manuscripts was supervised by Professor
Seyyed Hossein Nasr. We thank him for his generous help and
guidance.

Our gratitude is also due to all the scholars throughout the world
who have undertaken the task of carrying out the survey in their own
countries and thus have helped the Foundation in achieving this
aim ; the General Editor, Dr GeoffreyJ. Roper, who has so patiently
edited all the material , is to be thanked sincerely. Without his contri­
bution and knowledge the survey could not have been produced to
such a high standard.

Thanks are also due to Charlotte Heap , the Foundation 's secre­
tary , who has help ed throughout this project.

Hadi Sharifi
Secretary-General





EDITORIAL PREFACE

This Survey is very much a collective work. It brings together the
efforts of manuscript scholars, both Muslim and non -Muslim, from
allover the world, in a fruitful collaboration to raise the state of
knowledge of the written heritage of Islamic civilisation, which is
also a vital part of the intellectual heritage of all humanity. Each in­
dividual survey represents an effort, sometimes made in the face of
great difficulties, to identify and specify the repositories of this
heritage and to set forth both what is known about them and what
remains to be investigated.

Inevitably, with such a wide range of contributors, there are
differences of approach, and differences, too , in what it has been
possible to achieve in the circumstances of each particular country.
Nevertheless, we have tried, as far as possible, to reshape the sur­
veys, so that they conform to a common pattern and layout, and also
to ensure that they all include as much existing bibliographical infor­
mation as possible, presented in a standard form . This will, we
hope, increase the utility of these volumes as a work of reference in
the years to come , as well as assisting Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage
Foundation to identify its priorities in safeguarding and promoting
the manuscripts and the texts which they embody.

The laying of a sound bibliographical foundation has been an es­
sential prerequisite for the work , since we can only identify what is
unknown or neglected if we first establish what is known. There
have been over the years a number of bibliographical surveys of
Islamic manuscript collections (see the list of the more significant
ones below) , but they have all been in some way limited in scope .
Those of Vajda & Durantet (1949) and Huisman (1967) gave only
basic details of readily available published catalogues of Arabic
manuscripts. The bibliographies of Sezgin (1978), Mikhailova &
Khalidov (1982), 'Awwad (1984) and the Royal Academy for
Islamic Civilization Research in Amman (1986-87) were more
comprehensive and wider-ranging in the scope ofpublished material
included , but were also restricted to Arabic manuscripts. Persian
manuscripts catalogues were listed by Afshar (1958), bu t this bib­
liography has not been systematically updated. A list of published
catalogues of Turkish manuscripts was similarly provided by Kut



XIV EDITORIAL PREFACE

(1972) , and more recently a valuable and informative series of arti­
cles by Birnbaum (1983 - 84) has given much useful information
about both catalogues (published and unpublished) and uncata­
logued holdings worldwide . Collections of manuscripts in Malay,
Urdu and other important Muslim languages have never been dealt
with in any comprehensive bibliography of international scope,
although the works of Hooykaas (1950), Lanyon-Orgill (1958) and
Howard (1966) have made some contribution in the case of Malay
and other South East Asian languages.

The only previous attempt to cover manuscripts in all the Muslim
languages, as well as to provide information on uncatalogued or un­
published holdings, is to be found in the relevant sections of the
notable survey by Pearson (1971) . This, however, suffers from the
serious limitation of being restricted to collections in Europe (ex­
cluding Turkey, but including the Asian republics of the then Soviet
Union) and North America. It thereby omits the massive and over­
whelmingly important repositories ofmanuscripts that remain in the
heartlands ofIslam, as well as those further afield in Asia and Africa.
The recent historical survey by Roman (1990) is similarly limited in
geographical scope, as well as being short of systematic bibliographi­
cal data.

The present Survey seeks to fill the gaps left by the foregoing bib­
liographies and surveys, and at the same time to bring together and
update most of the information contained in them. The Editor is
therefore indebted to the work of his predecessors in this field, both
those mentioned above and others who have compiled and published
relevant bibliographies and surveys over the years . Further details
appear in the Bibliographical Appendices which follow each country
survey.

The countries where Islamic manuscript holdings have been iden­
tified are presented in alphabetical order, and are generally estab­
lished on the basis of existing independent political entities. Some
countries, such as Cyprus, while politically divided, have been re­
tained as internationally recognised units; this does not imply any
political predisposition on the part of the Foundation. Other states,
which have very recently emerged as recognised sovereign entities,
such as the Republics of the former Soviet Union and Yugoslavia,
have been treated separately , by dividing up the surveys already car­
ried out for their federal predecessors .

Throughout the Survey, the establishment and arrangement of
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entries is always determined by the existing physical location of
manuscripts, and not by their past or present ownership (although
this is generally mentioned where appropriate). It is hoped that this
will avoid confusion as to the whereabouts of particular collections
or items, whether publicly or privately owned, and enable re­
searchers to find them more easily .

The term "Islamic manuscripts" perhaps requires some defini­
tion . "Islamic" for our purposes means written in the Arabic script,
in any of the languages that have used this script , regardless of the
subject-matter or content of the texts. Not onl y Muslim, but also
most Christian Arabic manuscripts are therefore included; but
Arabic, Persian and Turkish manuscripts written in other scripts,
such as Hebrew, Syriac (Karshuni) or Roman , are generally exclud­
ed. For the purposes of this Survey, the term "manuscripts" gener­
ally means codices , i.e. continuous texts handwritten on leaves
designed to be bound or enclosed in a volum e. We have also includ­
ed collections of individual leaves or fragments originally from such
volumes, especially those from Qur)an manuscripts. But collections
of archives, documents , letters, records, etc. have generally been ex­
cluded. This is not to deny their undoubted value and high impor­
tance as historical source material; but the Foundation is concerned
primarily with manuscripts as embodiments of texts forming part of
the Islamic intellectual and spiritual heritage.

It remains for me to express my thanks to those who have assisted
in editing this Survey, especially my colleague Heather Bleaney who
has carried out a significan t part of the work, the Librarian of
Cambridge University Library and other colleagues there who have
provided vital facili ties, the staff of E.J. Brill and their typesetters
who have so meticulously executed a very difficult task , and finally
to Dr Hadi Sharifi, Secretary-General ofAl-Furqan Foundation , for
his amiable co-operation, support and encouragement.

Geoffrey Roper
General Editor

BIBLIOGRAPHI ES AND SURVEYS MENTIONED IN THE PREFACE

Afshar , !raj. Kitdbshiniisi-i f ihristhii-yi nuskhahihii-yi khaui-i firs! dar
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French title: Bibliographie des catalogues des manuscrits persons,
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Order of entries

Union catalogues and surveys covering more than one collection are
listed first , in chronological order.

The arrangement of individual collections is geographical. In the
case of federal states, the survey is generally divided into constituent
states or provinces; otherwise there is one alphabetical sequence of
towns or places where collections exist.

Under each town or place, the institutions, libraries and collec­
tions are arranged in alphabetical order.

Published catalogues are listed under each collection in chrono­
logical order. This is also true of unpublished catalogues, if their
dates of compilation are known .

The Bibliographical Appendices list bibliographical sources for
the surveys, in alphabetical order of author (or title if no author's
name is given).

Transliteration

For Persian and Urdu, the Library of Congress transliteration
schemes are generally followed. This is also the case with Arabic, ex­
cept for two minor modifications: tiPmarbiua is rendered as -a (-at in
i¢iifa) rather than -ah, and the hamzat al-uiasl is rendered as an apos­
trophe ' (without a vowel) if the preceding word ends in a vowel.

Ottoman Turkish generally follows modern Turkish orthog­
raphy.





AFGHANISTAN *

by

Ahmad Javid

1991

* The political circumstances in Afghanistan do not allow a comprehensive field
survey of all collections of Islamic MSS there. The compiler who, until 3 years ago ,
was a member of the committee set up by the Government to oversee its cataloguing
programme has put together this survey on the basis of his knowledge and involve­
ment in that process, and through correspondence with his colleagues in Kabul.

This survey is not as detailed as the Foundation would normally wish, but the
compiler regrets that , owing to the present circumstances in Afghanistan, a com­
prehensive survey cannot be fully realised.





UNION CATALOGUES & SURVEYS

1935. Bac?;I az nuskhahha-yi nayab-i qalami-i Kabul. By S.G.
ICTIMADI. Salnamah-ti Kabul, 1314 sh ., pp. 173-188.
57 Persian & Arabic M SS.

1964. Manuscrits d 'Ajghanistan. By S. DE LAUGIER DE BEAUREC UEIL.
Cairo: Institut Francais d ' Archeologie Orientale (Recherches
d'Archeologie, de Philologie et d'Histoire , 26). 420pp.

Catalogue of 1596 Arabic, Persian , Pashto , Turkish (incl .
Chaghatay & Azeri) and Urdu MSS in 6 libraries of Kabul and
Herat. Titles, authors , measurements, no . of folios, lines per page,
dates , scripts and some notes on bindings, condition & contents.

1968. Chand nuskhah-Pi khatti-i kitabkhanalr'ha-yi Afghanistan .
By MUl;IAMMAD TAQI DANISH PAZHlJH. Riihnamd-yi Kitab , 10, 1346 ,
pp . 520-529, 627-637 .

1971. Notes on some public and semi-public lib raries in the Ncar
and Middle East containing Persian and oth er Moslem manu­
scripts . By Bo UTAS. Acta Orientalia, 33 ,1971, pp . 169-192 .

H erat , pp. 189-190; Kabul , pp . 190-191. Brief notes on the
contents of 7 libraries.

1974. Chand nuskhah-Pi khatti az Afghanistan . By M Ul;I AMMAD
T AQI DANISH PAZHlIH. Nuskhah/hii-yi KhaUI , 7, 1353, pp. 562 - 565.

1983. Turkish manuscripts: cataloguing since 1960 and
manuscripts still uncatalogued. Part 3. By ELEAZAR BIRNBAUM. Jour­
nal oj the American Oriental Society, 103, 1983 , pp. 691-707.

Afghanistan, pp . 699 -700. M entions Turkish & Chaghatay
MSS acquired by libraries and collectors since the 1964 catalogue of
Laugier de Beaurecueil (see above), or om itted from it.
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AFGHANISTAN-HERAT

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

Herat Museum (Kitabkhanah-Pi Mirziyum-i Harat)

Total number of Islamic MSS: 102 (44 Arabic; 1 Pashto; 51 Persian;
6 mixed) [1964 information].
Published catalogues:
1964. Included in union catalogue of LAUGIER DE BEAURECUEIL (see
above) , pp . 313-331.

Kitabkhanah-Pi cAmmah-)i Harat

Park-i Nadir-Pashtun
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 100 (mostly Arabic; few Persian)
[1971 information].
See:
1971. Survey by UTAS (above) , p . 190.
Unpublished catalogue: Handwritten lists , including both MSS and
printed books.

KABUL

Akadimi-i cUliim-i Afghanistan Library

Sher pur, Kabul
Date of establishment: 1979
Status: Governmental
Total number of Islamic MSS: Over 2,000 (Persian , Arabic, Pashto) .
Conditions of access: Open to members of the Academy and scholars.
Description of collection: The Academy of Sciences of Afghanistan
came into existence in 1979 on a Russian model. Several institutes
already in existence were merged together under the name of the
Academy of Sciences. These included Pashtii Tolana (Academy of
Pashto), Anjuman-i Tarjkh-i Afghanistan (Historical Society of Af­
ghanistan), Markaz-i Bayn al-Milali-i Mutaliiat-i Pashtii (Interna­
tional Centre for Pashto Studies), Dii)irat al-Ma'arif-i Aryiinii
(Aryana Encyclopaedia Directorate), Kabul Museum and Markaz-i



AFGHANISTAN-KABUL 5

Mutali'at-i Kushani (Kushan Studies Centre) . All the MSS belong­
ing to these institutions were brought together in the Academy's
Library.

The collection covers mainly the fields of literature, history and
fiqh, Ph ysically the MSS are in very poor condition and most of them
are in danger of being destroyed because of humidity, dust and
worm problems.
Published catalogues:
1964. The union catalogue by S. DE LAUGIER DE BEAURECUEIL (see
above) covers the collections of Kabul Museum , the Historical Soci­
ety of Afghanistan, and part of the Ministry of Education.

Arshif-i Milli-i Afghanistan Library

Salang ws-, Kabul
Date of establishment: 1979
Status: Public (State Library)
Total number of Islamic MSS: Over 12,000 (8000 Persian , and the
remainder in Arabic , Pashto , Turkish) .
Conditions of access: Open to the general public; no credentials re­
quired .
Description ofcollection: The Afghan National Archive was established
in 1979. The institution is housed in an historic building, which used
to serve as King Amanallahs private office , and is surrounded by
beautiful ancient gardens. Sixty years ago , the building was used as
a centre for advanced military courses and subsequently as a state
guest house. In 1974, it was renovated, but its original features­
including all the original doors and windows-were preserved. A
ventilation system was installed in order to maintain a dry at­
mosphere in the basement where all the official and historical docu­
ments are housed. These are kept in cabinets and display units spe­
cially constructed to preserve them.

On the first floor one hall is designated for the display of manu­
scripts, calligraphy and miniatures, while another is for the display
of a combination of original documents and photocopies in stylish
glass cabinets and display units.

When the Ministry of Information and Culture took on the
responsibility of running the National Archives, it bequeathed to the
Archive a wealth of manuscripts and also brought in experienced
personnel to help in the administration. The Archives set up a
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committee to encourage people to donate their manuscripts in order
to preserve them as part of the Afghan national heritage.

Among the documents and manuscripts collected were some
which people had donated, and others which were confiscated from
people trying to smuggle them out of the country, as well as those
that were taken over from collections of people who either were
killed in the civil war or had left the country.

The MSS mentioned by LAUGIER DE BEAURECUEIL all exist in the
Archives, including those transferred from the library of the Minis­
try of Information (as it was previously called), those taken over
from the library of the Royal Palace, and those from the libraries of
Ghazni and Herat.

Unfortunately, many MSS from the King's private collection
were stolen by the authorities . Among these was a valuable copy of
Gulistdn-i SA eDT transcribed only 30 years after the death of the
famous Persian poet and author of the 7th century AH.

The National Archive also has over 2000 works of calligraphy,
some of which were written by the most renowned calligraphers of
their time, including masterpieces presented to contemporary
rulers . One of these is a rare copy of Nafahiu al-Uns by NUR AL-DIN
'ABO AL-RAI;IMAN JAMI (the great 9th-century poet). Another is a
copy of the Diuidn ofHAFI:?, by the famous calligrapher MUI;IAMMAD
MUl;IsIN written in nastailiq on hibri paper scattered with gold dust:
certain pages have been decorated with golden motifs of flowers and
leaves, and the panels on the title-page have been decorated in gold
in the Timurid style. This MS . was commissioned by the Timurid
Prince, FARIDUN MIRZA, and it also contains beautiful miniatures.

The National Archive is now in a state of disrepair owing to the
lack of personnel with a knowledge of maintenance and manage­
ment systems. The few experienced personnel that did exist have
been lost in the tragic civil war.

Published catalogues:
1964. See the union catalogue of LAUGIER DE BEAURECUEIL (details
above).

1985. Fihrist-i nusakh-i khaiti-i Arshif-i Milli-i Afghanistan. By
MUI;IAMMAD A'~AM AF.~AL'i. Kabul 1363. 3 vols. 421; 194; 330pp.
Published by Kumitah-i Dawlati-i Kultiir.



AFGHANISTAN-KABUL 7

1986. Fihrist-i nusakh-i khaui-i Pashtii-i Arshif-i Miut-i Afghanistan. By
'ABO AL-QAOIR MUSHTARI NAJRABl. Kabul 1365 . 124pp. Published
by Kumitah-i Dawlati-i Kultiir.

1987. Fihrist-i Qur'anha-yi Sharif-i khaui-i Arshif-i Milli-i Afghanistan.
By 'ABO AL-QAOIR MUSHTARI NAJRABl. Kabul 1366 . 428pp. Pub­
lished by Kumitah-i Dawlati-i Kultiir.

Unpublished catalogues: A hand-list giving some details of 3,551 MSS
has been prepared by FIKRI SALJUQI and BASHIR HIRAVI and is avail­
able in the library. It gives the titles and authors of the MSS. A copy
of the same list is also available in Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foun­
dation's Library.

Javid Collection

Nahiya Char Shahr-i-Naw
Date of establishment: 1951
Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: Over 300 (Persian, Arabic, Pashto).
Conditions ofaccess: Temporarily closed owing to the political situa­
tion and civil war.
Description ofcollection: There are valuable MSS including a rare and
complete copy of the Persian Tafsir-i ABC! BAKR (AT]Q SURABAD],

written in thuluth, on buff polished paper, some time in the 7th or
8th centuries AH . The script is vocalised. Part of it was photocopied
and published in Iran by Bunyad-i Farhang-i Iran.

The fields covered by the majority of the MSS are literature and
history .

Parvanta Collection

Share-Nau, Kabul
Date of establishment: 1940
Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2,000 (Persian, Arabic).
Conditions of access: Temporarily closed owing to the political situa­
tion and civil war.
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Description of collection: Precious and rare MSS , including some auto­
graph copies . The fields covered are literature and history.

Puhantun-i Kabul Library

Puhantim-i-Kabul, Jamal Mayna
Date of establishment: 1964
Status: University library
Total numberof Islamic MSS: O ver 1,000 (Persian, Arabic, Pashto).
Conditions of access: Temporarily closed by the Government.
Description ofcollection: The Faculty of Literature of Kabul University
possessed a valuable collection of MSS. When the Central Library
of Kabul University was established, all MSS were transferred to it.
The Central Library started to acquire more MSS, but owing to the
critical circumstances in the country, several precious MSS were
stolen, including the following:

(i) Holy Qur)iin divided by 3 lines ofelegant black muhaqqaq, thuluth
and naskh, on polished buff paper plus fly-leaves . Opening page
with illuminated headings within gold clouds and gold margins
with floral motifs. Punctuation in red, rosettes between verses,
without date and name of scribe. Probably 8th century AH.

(ii) The other main missing MS. is the rare copy of Majmicah-i
LataJif va Safinah-)i-~araJifof SAYF-I JAMI HARAWI. This MS . is
from the 7th century AH. There is a photocopy of the original
in India at the disposal of Professor NAZIR AHMAD of the Aligarh
University .

The fields covered by the majority of MSS are literature, history,
andfiqh. The physical condition of the MSS is very bad, with poor
preservation.
Published cataLogues: None
Unpublished cataLogues: A hand-list which gives the titles of the MSS
and the shelf numbers is available in the library. A copy of the same
hand-list is also available at AI-Furqan Foundation Library.

KUNDUZ

See QUNDUZ
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MAZAR-i SHARIF

City Museum

9

According to BIRNBAUM, 1983 (see Union Catalogues above) , an
18th- or 19th-century MS. of SHAH ISMA'iL'S Dioan-i Khafii'z, in
Azeri, is preserved here .

QUNDUZ

BIRNBAUM, 1983 (see Union Catalogues above) mentions 2 MSS
here, but does not state the library or collection to which they be­
long. They are both works of 'ALi SHiR NAVA)i: MaJiilis al-nafii'is, in
Chaghatay, and Vaqfiyah, in Persian.

TASHQURGHAN

Bazar Library

Status: Public library
Total number of IslamicMSS: 133 (45 Arabic; 71 Persian; 4 Chaghatay
or Uzbek; 13 Arabic/Persian). [1971 information.]
Published catalogues:
1982. Note sur les manuscrits de la Bibliotheque publique de
Tasqurqan (Afghanistan). By M. REuT. Studia Iranica , 11, 1982,
pp. 301-316.

Incl. handlist, with reg .nos . , authors, titles, languages, contents,
bindings, nos . of pages, scribes, illumination/illustrations and re­
marks . Compiled in 1971.
Unpublished catalogues: Register kept by a " young mullah" , on which
REuT's list was partially based.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

Afshar, Iraj . K itdbshinasi-i fihri sthii-yi nuskhali'hii-yi khatti-i Farsi dar
kitiibkhiinah)hii-yi dunyii. Bibliographie des catalogues des manuscritspersons,
Tehran: Danishgah-i Tihran , 1337/1958 (Guriih 'ala Kitabshinasi-i
Iran , 1; Intisharat Danishgah-i Tihran, 485) . 88pp.

Afghanistan, p. 5, no . 36.
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CAwwad, Kiirkis , Fahiiris al-makhtiudt al-Sarabiyafi 'l-ciilam . Kuwait:
Maihad al-Makhtutat al-cArabiya. 1984. 2 vols. 445 ; 448pp.

Lists catalogues and publications about Arabic manuscripts all
over the world. Afghanistan, Vol. 1, pp . 149-151.

Dalil fahdris al-makhtiitiitfi 'l-M ajma: al-Maliki li-Buhiitii al-Haddra al­
Isldmiya. 2nd ed . Amman: Al-Majma/ al-Maliki li-Buhiith al­
Hadara al-Islarniya, Mu/assasat A1 al-Bayt , 1986. 509pp.

Afghanistan, p. 184, nos . 582-583 .

Huisman, A.J .W. Les manuscrits arabes dans le monde: une bibliographie
des catalogues. Leiden: Brill, 1967 . 84pp.

Afghanistan, p . 1.

Kut, A. Turgut. Turkce yazma eserler kataloglan repertuvan. Turk
Dili Arastimalan Yzllzgz Belleten, 1972, pp. 183 - 240.

Afganistan, p. 190, no. 1.

Mikha'ilova, LB. and Khalidov, A.B . Bibliografiya arabskikh rukopisei,
Moscow: Nauka. 1982. 302pp.

Bibliography of catalogues and surveys of Arabic MSS .
Afganistan/Afghanistan, pp. 31-33, nos . 79-81.

Sezgin, Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Band VI. Leiden:
Brill, 1978.

Bibliotheken und Sammlungen arabischer Handschriften , pp.
311- 466: Afghanistan, p. 322.
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INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

TIRANA

General Directorate of State Archives

Ruga "J ordan Misja"
Tel.: (00355) (42) 28107; 28090, 25104, 22978. Telex: AB/DPASH
2190
Date of establishment: 1949
Status : State archives
Conditions of access: Credentials required. Written application
through an Albanian scientific, academic or university institution,
based on a scientific, cultural, educational or archival agreement
between two countries.

Opening hours : Monday to Saturday 08.00 -14.00.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 158 (113 Arabic; 31 Turkish; 7 Persian;
7 mixed; incl . Albanian).
Description ofcollection: In general this collection is not classified. Reli­
gious texts predominate: Qur)ans, commentaries on the Qur'an,
meuluds and some texts of the Bektashi order , very widespread in
Albania. There are also juridical , linguistic, literary and philosophi­
cal MSS, the latter concerned mainly with logic and aesthetic
problems. Some are in Albanian , written with the Arabic alphabet ,
mainly on religious subjects or themes. One manuscript belongs to
the 15th centu ry , 10 to the 17th century, 15 to the 18th century , 28
to the 19th century and 2 to the 20th century; but the majority are
undated .

The majority of authors of the MSS are Albanian; but there are
also many copies of known Arabic , Persian and Turkish authors
such as SHiRAZi, FIRDAwsi, IBRAHIM HALEBI , NA?Mi MURTAJ;>A of
Baghdad, DARWisH 'ALi of Medina, MAS'UD IBN 'UMAR, etc.
Unpublished catalogues: There are three systematic, typed , general
catalogues in Albanian at the Library and in the Reading Room of
the Archives . These catalogues give , under different headings , brief
indications of the contents of documents (regardless of their lan­
guage) from the Ottoman period in Albania up to 1912 , and may
serve as an orientation for access to oriental MSS , mainly in
Turkish .
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1976 - 1978 . General Directory of State Archives. Albanian
National Renaissance. Vol. 1 (Catalogue of records of personal col­
lections) . 481pp. 1976. Vol. 2 (Catalogue of records of collections of
clubs , organizations and societies). 144pp . 1978.

Prepared by A. NIKA, E. DUKA, M. PELA, V. KITA, V. PACHUKA.

1979. General Directory of State Archives . Systematic Catalogue of
Records (6th century - 1831). Vol. 1 (6th century-1506), pp . 1-343;
Vols. 2-3 (1506-1831), pp. 344-817 .

Prepared by A. NIKA, E. DUKA, F. DUKA, M. PELA, N. HOXHA,
V. KITA, V. PACHUKA.

1981-1982. General Directory of State Archives . Systematic Cata­
logue of Records (1832 - 1912) .
- State organization and Law. Vols. 1-4. 1322pp.

Prepared by E. DUKA and N. NAIDENI.
- Economy. Vols. 1-4. 1646pp.

Prepared by V . KITA and V . PACHUKA.
- Politics. Vols. 1-3. 868pp.

Prepared by N. HOXHA.
- Education, culture and science. Vols. 1-2. 760pp .

Prepared by V. KITA.
- Army . 72pp .

Prepared by V. KITA.
- Clergy. Vols. 1-3. 880pp.

Prepared by A. NIKA, N . NAIDENI and V . PACHUKA.
- Public Health . 57pp.

Prepared by A. NIKA.

National Library of Tirana

Sheshi "Skenderbeg" .
Tel.: (00355) (42) 25887 or 24373
Date ofestablishment: 1920
Status: National library
Conditions of access: Credentials required. Written application by an
Albanian scientific or university institution, based on a scientific,
cultural , educational or library agreement between two countries.
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Opening hours : Monday to Saturday 08.00-20.00
Sunday 08 .00-14.00.

Total number of IslamicMSS: 479 (370 Arabic; 132 Turkish; 38 Per­
sian; incl. 61 Arabic & Turkish, Arabic & Persian, Turkish & Per­
sian and Arabic, Turkish & Persian).
Description of collection: Two MSS date from the 11th and 14th cen­
turies, 21 from the 15th century, 31 from the 16th century, 47 from
the 17th century, 111 from the 18th century and 65 from the 19th
century. The others are undated.

In these collections are Islamic MSS of the last quarter of the 18th
century and the first quarter of the 19th century collected by the
autonomous rulers of Shkodra, the Vezirs KARA-MAHMUT PASHA
BUSHATI or BUSHATASI (BUSHATLLI) (1749-1796) and MUSTAFA
PASHA BUSHATI (1796-1860). These include very ancient and in­
teresting MSS, of artistic value for their bindings, illustrations and
calligraphy. They indicate the existence of a very old tradition of
creation , copying and preservation of Islamic MSS in the Albanian
territories.

Among the Persian MSS, literary texts predominate, mainly
poetry, such as the well-known Bustdn, Gulistdn, Bahiiristdn, Majniin
ua Layld, Hadiqat al-Sucadii' and many Diudns, etc. of authors like
SAcDl, ADIB TIFLISl, QASIM ANVARl, etc.

Religious , juridical and philosophical subjects also predominate
among the Arabic und Turkish texts, but there are literary and lin­
guistic writings, too , as well as some on natural sciences.

Among the religious items are Qur'ans, tafsirs, Mevluds, religious
advice, etc . Many of them are from the Bektashi order. Most of the
juridical items are on property division according to the Shari'a. The
philosophical works are devoted mainly to logic and aesthetic
problems, including the treatise on logic by IBN SINA (AVICENNA) ,
Kitab al-Ishiirdt (890 H/1485 CE), 122 leaves. Other authors include
IBRAHIM HALEBI (several MSS); IBN MALIK and SAYYID CALI. The
following also may be especially noted :

AL-JARABAROl, Al;IMAO: Commentary on IBN AL-I:IAJIB 'S Al­
Shafiya. 976 H/1568 CE o 160 folios .

AL-SAYYID AL-SHARIF: Sharb al-Mifta~. 879 H/1473 CEo 217
folios .

cUBAYD ALLAH IBN MASCUO: Tanbih al-usiil. 3 MSS, 840 HI
1436 CEo 178 folios.

Serh-i Vakayi . 997 H/1588 CEo 194 folios.
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EMIN, ABOULLATlF: Serh-i Macma ul-Bahreyn, Amasya, 869 HI
1464 CEo 515 folios .

AL-SUYUTi, 'ABO AL-RAtIMAN. Aljami' al-saghir. 907 H/1501 CEo
123 folios . Hdshiyat al-SAYYID cALi 'aNi Sharh-i Dibiijah-)i Misbdh.
Elbasan, copied by SAYYID QASIM, 976 H/1567 CEo

JAMi, 'ABO AL-RAtIMAN: Sharh 'alii 'l-Kiifiya. 165 leaves.
Many MSS are distinguished by their calligraphy, and some have

illumination, illustrations or fine bindings.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

Mikhallova, LB. and Khalidov, A.B. Bibliografiya arabskikh rukopisei,
Moscow: Nauka. 1982. 302pp.

Bibliography ofcatalogues and surveys ofArabic MSS. Albaniyal
Albania, p. 27.

Nemeth, J . Traces of the Turkish language in Albania. Acta Orienta­
lia Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae, 13, 1961, pp. 9-29.

Mention of Turkish MSS in Tirana, pp. 11-12.

Pearson, J .D . Oriental manuscripts in Europe and North America: a survey.
Zug: Inter Documentation Company, 1971 (Bibliotheca Asiati­
ca, 7). 515pp.

Albania, p. 193.
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INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

EREVAN

Erevan State University Library

VI. Mraviana 1
375002 Erevan
Tel.: 554629 or 550612. Telex: 243575 .
Date of establishment: 1920
Description of collection: An uncatalogued collection of Arabic, Persian
and Turkish MSS; quantity not determined.

Matenadaran

pro Lenina, 111
375009, Erevan
Tel.: 583292
Date of establishment: 1950
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 2,250 (ca. 1000 Arabic; ca.
750 Turkish; ca. 500 Pe rsian).
Description ofcollection: Central manuscript repository (matenadaran in
Armenian), named in honour of Mesrop Mashtots , inventor of the
Armenian alphabet. No clear and detailed information about the
Islamic MSS has ever been published, but see:

1958. Istoriograficheskaya tsennost ' persidskikh rukopisei Gosu­
darstvennogo Matenadarana. By A .D . PAPAZYAN. Materialy Peruoi
Vsesoyuzno'i konferentsii Vostokovedov, Tashkent. 1958, pp . 893 - 899 .
[Historiographical value of the Persian MSS of the Matenadaran.]

1963. Kratkii obzor rukopisnykh fondov Matenadarana. By G .V.
ABGARYAN . Vostokovednyefondy krupneishikh bibliotek Sovetskogo Soyuza,
Moscow 1963 , pp . 127 -142. [Brief survey of the MSS collections
of the Matenadaran.]

1977. Dar al-rnakhtirtat (Matinadaran) fi Yirifan bi-Arrniniya.
Majallat Machad al-Makhiiitd: al-CArabrya , 23 ii, 1977, p. 138 .
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Published catalogues:

ARMENIA-EREVAN

1965. Fihris al-makhtiuiu al-CArabryafi maktabatFARllj SALAT1YAN. By
SALAl;I AL-DiN AL-MuNAJJID. Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-jadid, 1965.
95pp.

126 Arabic MSS formerly in Cairo, then donated to the Matena­
daran.

1978. Musawwarat Dar al-Makhtiitat (Matinadaran) fi Yirifan .
MaJallat Machad al-Makhtu{iit al-CArabrya, 24 ii, 1978, pp . 219-226.

Photographs of Arabic MSS.

Unpublished catalogues: All MSS are registered in handwritten
inventory-books by collections. There are two card catalogues (titles
and languages) for about 1,200 MSS. The collection is being worked
over and catalogued at present.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

CAwwad, Kurkis. Fahiiris al-makluiudt al-Sarabiyafi 'l-ciilam. Kuwait:
Ma'had al-Makhtiitat al-cArabiya. 1984. 2 vols .

Irifan/Erivan (Yerevan), vol. 1, pp. 109-110, nos. 361-362.

Birnbaum, Eleazar. Turkish manuscripts: cataloguing since 1960
and manuscripts still uncatalogued . Part 3: USSR, Iran,
Afghanistan, Arab Lands (except Palestine), Israel and Palestine,
India and Pakistan, China.Journal oftheAmericanOriental Society, 103,
1983, pp. 691-707.

Erevan (Matenadaran) mentioned on p. 695.

Dalil fahdris al-makhiiudtfi 'i-Majma: al-Malikzli-Bul]uth al-Hadiira al­
Isldmiya. 2nd ed. Amman: Al-Majma'' al-Maliki, Mu'assasat AI al­
Bayt, 1986. Al-rnulhaq al-awwal, 1987.

Irifan (Yirifan), p. 161, nos. 542 - 543 & Mulhaq, p. 64, no. 103.

Khalidov, A.B . Arabskie rukopisi v SSSR i ikh izuchenie.
Arkheografichesktz Ezhegodnik, 1977 (1978), pp. 62 - 78.

Erevan mentioned on p. 73.

Mikhailova, LB. and Khalidov, A.B. Bibliografiya arabskikh rukopisei.
Moscow: Nauka. 1982. 302pp.
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Bibliography of catalogues and surveys of Arabic MSS.
Erevan/Yerevan, p. 228, nos. 967 - 968 .

Pearson,] .D. Oriental manuscripts in Europeand NorthAmerica: a survey.
Zug: Inter Documentation Company. 1971. (Bibliotheca Asiatica,
7.) 515 pp.

This is a reference work listing known collections and catalogues,
published and unpublished. Erevan, p . 299.

Sezgin, Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Band VI.
Leiden: Brill, 1978. (Bibliotheken und Sammlungen arabischer
Handschriften, pp. 311 - 466. )

Erivan, p. 457.
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UNION CATALOGUES

1965. The sources of Arabian music. An annotated bibliography of Arabic
manuscripts whichdeal with the theory, practice, and history ofArabianmusic
from the eighth to the seventeenth century. By Henry George Farmer.
Leiden: Brill. 71pp.

A bibliography of known works on music with locations of known
copies, including those in the Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek in
Vienna.

1979. The theory of music in Arabicwriting (ca . 900-1900): descriptive
catalogue of manuscripts in libraries of Europe and the USA. By
Amnon Shiloah. Munich: G. Henle Verlag. 512pp.

A bibliography of known works (341 texts) with locations of
known MSS (1240 MSS) including holdings in the Osterreichische
Nationalbibliothek in Vienna.

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

ADMONT

Benediktinerabtei Admont

A-8911 Admont (Styria)
Status: Monastery library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (unknown) .
Description ofcollection: Pearson (1971) reports that the stiftsbibliothek
purchased 3 Islamic MSS from Harrassowitz Katalog 500 and
Spezial-Liste 12 (Nos 133, 241, 274).

GRAZ

Universitatsbibliothek der Karl-Franzens-Universitat Graz
(Hauptbibliothek)

A-8010 Graz (Styria)
Status: University library
Total number of IslamicMSS: ca. 50 (7 Arabic; 36 Persian; 5 Turkish).
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Description of collection: The Arabic MSS are mostl y Qur/ans, the
Turkish MSS concern Ottoman history and legal works . A special
collection forming part of the U niversitatsbibliothek is the legacy of
the Austrian Iranist and Semitist U. VON MELZER (d. 1961) , who
had himself copied (and often translated into German) several
Oriental works (especially modern Persian literature, but also lex­
icography, etc.); for an inventory of these Islamic manuscripts writ­
ten by non-Muslim hands see the 1987 catalogue below.
Published catalogues:
1942 - 1967. Die Handschriften der Universitiitsbibliothek Graz . By
ANTON KERN. 3 vols. Vol. 1, Leipzig: Harrassowitz, 1942, 432pp .
(Verzeichnis der Handschriften im Deutschen Reich, Pt. II/I);
Vol. 2, Vienna: Georg Prachner, 1956, 412pp; Vol. 3, Vienna:
Georg Prachner, 1967, 490pp. (Handschriftenverzeichnis oster­
reichischer Bibliotheken: Steiermark, 2, 3).

Description of authors, titles, paper, sizes , centuries, bindings
and literature. Indexes in Vol. 3 (incipits; persons , subjects, titles,
locations; see p. 252 "Arabisch" and p. 462 "Tiirkische Hand­
schriften"). In Vol. 3, pp. 126-128, nos . 1712-1717, 1719,
1722 -1724 and 1728 (lost) -1729 refer to Arabic and Turkish
manuscripts, mostly (parts of) Qur-ans, Ottoman history and legal
works (Fetwas). 4 items are in Arabic (nos. 1715, 1719 , 1724 and
1729), the others in Turkish. In addition , no. 1711 contains lectures
on surgery by A. REYER, 19th century , in Turkish.

1985. Ausstellung der Universitiitsbibliothek Graz. AussereuropdischeDrucke
und Handschriften. Katalog . By HANS ZOTTER and WALTER SLAJE.
Graz. 41pp . Therein pp . 20-27 " Islamische Welt" (Islamic
manuscripts, as also printed works and lithographs which were in
the exhibition of Islamic manuscripts of the Universitatsbibliothek
in 1985. The catalogue gives brief descriptions (author, title, date ,
bindings) of 7 Arabic manuscripts (mainly Qur)ans , nos . 28 - 31,
33, 35 - 36; no . 28 with Turkish colophon) , 1 Persian (no . 43) and
5 Turkish manuscripts (no . 38-42) . No index.

1987. UTO VON MELZER (1881-1961), Werkund Nachlass einesbster­
reichischen Iranisten , By N . RASTEGAR and W . SLAJE. V ienna. (Oster­
reichis che Akademie der Wissenschaften , Philosophisch-historische
Klasse , Sitzungsberichte , 477 . VerOffentlichungen der Iranischen
Kommission, ed . by Manfred Mayerhofer, No . 20) . Three Arabic
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manuscripts (nos. 3-5) and 35 Persian manuscripts (nos. 10-17,
20-33 , 35-47) are mentioned, with brief descriptions, many of
them collective manuscripts, from the special collection of Melzer.
For the Persian manuscript at U niversitatsbibliothek mentioned
above (1985), see this catalogue p. 57 (6.1).

KLAGENFURT

Landesmuseum fiir Karnten

A-9020 Klagenfurt (Carinthia)
Status: Museum library
Total number ofIslamic MSS: 2 ("Turkish").
Description oj collection : The 2 MSS are Qur'ans and are described as
"Turkish" .
Published catalogues:
1927. Handschriftenoerzeichnis der Kiirntner Bibliotheken . Vol. I: Klagen­
jurt, Maria Saal, Friesach, By HERMANN MENHARDT. Vienna. 355pp.
(Handschriftenverzeichnis Osterreichischer Bibliotheken, ed . by O.
Smital . Reihe 1: Kiirnten , Vol. 1).

Therein on pp . 184-254: Geschichtsverein fur Kamten (im Lan­
desmuseum Klagenfurt). On pp. 205 - 206, 2 manuscripts (Qur'an,
classmarks 5/31 and 5/33) are mentioned as "Turkish". Indexes in
the catalogue are not relevant for the Islamic manuscripts, except for
the register of languages .

KLOSTERNEUBURG

Reguliertes lateranensisches Augustiner-Chorherrenstift
Klosterneuburg

A-3400 Klosterneuburg (Lower Austria)
Status: Monastery library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (Arabic).
Description of collection : Three Qur/ans.
Unpublished catalogues:
1808. Catalogus bibliothecae Claustroburgensis. By MAXIMILIAN
FISCHER.

A handwritten catalogue, (no classmarks) preserved at the ab­
bey 's library . See index s.v. Koran (nos. CCI. 1105, 1106, 1245).
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KREMSMUNSTER

Benediktinerstift Kremsmiinster

A-4550 Krernsmunster (Upper Austria)
Status: Monastery library
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 13 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish) .
Description of collection: The Islamic manuscripts are not yet cata­
logued, and, also , only bear provisional numbers. But see:
1977. Die Bibliothek. Handschriften und Inkunabeln . By KURT
HOLTER. In: Die Kunstdenkmdler des Benediktinerstiftes Kremsmiinster.
Part 2: Die stiftlichen Sammlungen und die Bibliothek. By HANS BERTELE­
GRENADENBERG, IVAN FENYo, EVA FRODL-KRAFT et al. Vienna.
(Osterreichische Kunsttopographie, vol. XLIII , Part 2), pp .
134-220.

On p. 153 some oriental MSS are surveyed: 3 Qur)fms and 10 fur­
ther works are quoted. For a Turkish book on costumes see p. 215,
no. 7.

REIN-HOHENFURT

Zisterzienserabtei Rein-Hohenfurt

A-8103 Eisbach (Sty ria)
Status: Monastery library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic).
Description of collection: One Qur)an and one prayer book.
Published catalogues:
1891. Handschriften-Verzeichniss der Stifts-Bibliothek zu Reun
[sic] by ... P. ANTON WEIS. Die Handschnften- Verzeichnisse der
Cistercienser-Stifte . .. vol. 1, Vienna, (Xenia Bernardina, Pars II)
Handschriftenverzeichnisse I, pp. 1-114.

On p. 79, nos. 208-209: 2 Arabic manuscripts (Qur)an; prayer
book), are described with reference to title , number of folios, size,
condition, script, colour etc. The indexes are not relevant for the
Islamic manuscripts.
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Reguliertes lateranensisches Augustiner-Chorherrenstift St.
Florian

A-H90 St. (read: Sankt) Florian bei Linz (Upper Austria)
Status: Monastery library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 17 (12 Arabic; 1 Persian; 4 Turkish).
Description of collection: The Arabic MSS are mostly Qur-'ans, prayer
books and a Qur'an commentary, the Persian MS. is of SA(OI; one
Arabic and the Turkish MSS are documents.
Published catalogues:
1871. Die Handschriften der Stiftsbibliothek St. Florian. By ALBIN CZER­
NY . Linz. 344pp. Brief descriptions (title, content, century, size, fo­
lios, owners), partly with brief commentaries, of 17 Islamic
manuscripts (12 Arabic, 1 Persian, 4 Turkish). The catalogue is ar­
ranged according to their location in the library , most of them
under XI.: Arabic nos. 659 - 662, 664 - 669 (Qur'an, prayer books,
Qur'an commentary) ; Turkish no. 663 . Under III. : Arabic no. 223
A (AL-IBSHIHI), Persian no . 223 (SA(01); [in the Portefeuille (un­
bound manuscripts): Arabic no . 23, Turkish nos . 24 - 26 (docu­
ments)]. See also index p . 317 under XXI. Indexes: subject index
(alphabetically according to titles) , authors.

1988. Bibliothek und Archiv: Handschriften und Inkunabeln. By
K URT HOLTER . Die Kunstsammlungen desAugustiner-ChorherrenstiftesSt.
Florian, by VERONIKA BIRKE, R UDOLF DISTELBERGER , EVA FROOL­
KRAFT et aI. , edited by ECKART VANCSA and MARGARETA VYORAL­
TSCHAPKA , THEOOOR BRUCKLER. Vienna, 1988, (Osterreichische
Kunsttopographie, vol. XLVIII), pp. 29-92, illustrations 379­
384 . Description of 6 Arabic and the 1 Persian manuscript, d. pp .
Hff. nos . CSF 1111223 (SA(OI) , 223 B, 223 C; p. 89 nos. X1I664,
666 - 668 . These descriptions refer especially to findings, illustra­
tions, etc.

SCHLAGL

Pramonstratenser-Chorherrenstift Schlagl

A-4160 Aigen im Miihlkreis (Upper Austria)
Status: Monastery library



30 AUSTRIA-VIENNA

Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (1 Arabic/Turkish; 1 Persian) .
Description of collection: The Arabic MS. is a Qur'an with prayers in
Arabic and Turkish; the Persian MS. is literature.
Published catalogues:
1918. Catalogus codicum Plagensium (Cpl.) manuscriptorum , Auctore
GODEFRIEDO VIELHABER, . .. supplevit , et edidit ... GERLACUS IN­
DRA. Linz .

In Latin , arranged according to centuries, gives size, number of
pages , origin, owners . There are 2 Islamic manuscripts : pp. 371ff.
no. 241 Persian (The story of Shahrzadah and Mihr) , pp. 389ff. no.
269 Arabic (Qur'an, with prayers, also in Turkish). There are in­
dexes of authors and contents, but they are not relevant for the Is­
lamic manuscripts.

VIENNA

Mechitharisten-Kongregation (Wien)

A-1070 Wien (Vienna)
Status: Monastery library
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 50 (Arabic).
Description of collection: According to Pearson (1971 ), p . 194, a collec­
tion of "at least 50 MSS. in Arabic" is preserved, but this seems to
be an overestimate. The manuscript collection is not yet catalogued.

Neukloster: Zisterzienser-Ordensstift Heiligenkreuz

A-2700 Wiener Neustadt (Lower Austria)
Status: Monastery library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Description of collection: The MS. is Christian Arabic-a Maronite
missal.
Published catalogues:
1891. Verzeichnis der Handschriften in der Bibliothek des mit der
Abtei Heiligenkreuz vereinigten Stiftes Neukloster zu Wiener­
Neustadt, by EUGEN BILL. Die Handschriften- Verzeichnisse der
Cistercienser-Stifte ... vol. 1. Vienna 1, (Xenia Bernardina, Pars II:
Handschriftenverzeichnisse I), pp . 273 - 291.

On p. 279, no. B 5: 1 Christian Arabic manuscript (Maronite
missal, dated Rome 1698 CE).
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1901. Verzeichnis der Handschriften in der Bibliothek des mit der
Abtei Heiligenkreuz vereinigten Stiftes Neukloster zu Wiener­
Neustadt. By EUGEN BILL. Verzeichnis der Handschriften des Stifles
Heiligenkreuz, edited by BENEDICT GSELL. Vienna, pp. 159 - 177.

The catalogue by Bill is reproduced . For the missal see p. 165; on
p. 171 no. D 23 Qur'an fragments are mentioned. Pp. 175-177
contain indexes (authors and titles of anonymous works).

Osterreichisches Museum fiir Angewandte Kunst

A-10lO Wien (Vienna)
Status: National Museum
Total number of Islamic MSS: unknown.
Description of collection: Some Islamic manuscripts are preserved, but
not to be examined at present because the museum and library are
closed for some months.

Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek

A-10lO Wien (Vienna)
Status: National library
Totalnumberof IslamicMSS: over 3000 (ca. 1420 Arabic; 1 Malay; 320
Persian; 1240 Turkish; 7 Urdu) .
Description of collection : The most comprehensive collection of Islamic
manuscripts in Austria , comprising all literary and scientific
categories .

The Indica-collection at the Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek ,
Handschriften und Inkunable-Sammlung (signatures Cod . Ind .)
contains 1 Persian letter (undated , Cod . Ind . 34) , 3 alphabet and
specimen tables in Arabic script (C od . Ind . 70) , and 1 manuscript
in Malay (Cod. Ind . 69).
Published catalogues:
1690. Catalogus siue Recensio Specialis omnium Codicum Manuscriptorum
Graecorum , nee non Linguarum Orientalium, Augustissimae Bibliothecae
Caesareae Vindobonensis . . . By DANIEL DE NESSEL. Vienna & Nurem­
berg. 10 Parts in 6 vols.

In Latin , an inventory of 275 Oriental manuscripts, with brief
descriptions and some illustrations, although not arranged accord­
ing to languages, giving authors and titles in Arabic script in part
VII : Catalogi Bibliothecae Caesareae Manuscriptorum Pars VII. Qua com­
plectitur Codices Mst . Linguarum Orientalium, nempe Hebraicos, Syriacos,
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Arabicos, Turcicos, Persicos, Armeniacos , Aethiopicos , sive Abyssinicos,
Mexicanos, Sinensis, &c., see pp. 145-188 (of Parts VI-VII), and
descriptions therein on pp. 147- 161. This catalogue is still useful.

1811. Catalogus codicum arabicorum persicorum turcicorum Bib­
liothecae Caesareae Regiae Vindobonensis . By JOSEPHUS DE
HAMMER, Fundgruben des Orients, vol. 2,1811, pp. 286-306.

1811. Continuatio Catalogi Manuscriptorum Orientalium Bib­
liothecae Cesareae [sic] Regiae Vindobonensis. By JOSEPHUS DE
HAMMER. Fundgruben des Orients, vol. 2, 1811, pp. 403-418.

1818. Continuatio Catalogi codicum arabicorum, persicorum, tur­
cicorum Bibliothecae Palatinae Vindobonensis. By JOSEPHUS DE
HAMMER. Fundgruben des Orients, vol. 6, 1818, pp. 261- 288.

In Latin , a register of 550 Arabic, Persian and Turkish manu­
scripts (followed by printed books), with accounts of literary history;
titles also in Arabic. Arranged according to subjects, subjects with
numerous entries being divided up according to language. The two
parts in vol. 2 (1811) form one whole.

1833. Ueber drey hochst seltene Persische Handschriften. Ein Beytragzur Lit­
teratur der orientalischen Arzneymittellehre . By R. SELIGMANN . Vienna.

Some interesting manuscripts thoroughly described, with prefer­
ence given to information on contents and literary history , with
summaries and abstracts: 3 important Persian manuscripts on
remedies (materia medica).

1865 -1867. Die arabischen, persischen und tiakischen Handschriften der
kaiserlich-kdniglichen HoJbibliothek zu Wien. By GUSTAV FLUGEL. Vien­
na. 3 vols. (Vol. 1, 1865, 723pp.; vol. 2, 1865, 614pp.; Vol. 3, 1867,
653pp.) .

The standard catalogue for the Oriental manuscripts . Full
descriptions of 2016 manuscripts , ca. 44% Arabic, 13% Persian,
37 % Turkish (including some Chaghatay and 2 Uighur items) , the
remainder are mixed (Arabic-Persian/Turkish) manuscripts; the in­
formation given is author, title , year of composition, copyist , duc­
tus , numbers of folios and lines, additional remarks, size, paper,
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and further statements (condition of preservation, etc.). Indexes
(authors, titles) and concordances (classmarks and catalogue num­
bers, cr. vol. 3, pp. xxv -lxv) are given. The catalogue is arranged
according to subjects, and within these according to languages. As
well as single manuscripts, collective ones are recorded, as also col­
lections of prayers, documents, (Turkish) manuscripts of accounts,
and fragments (e.g . of the Qur'an) .

1959. Inoentar der illuminierten Handschnften, Inkunabeln und Fruhdrucke
tier Osterreichischen Nationalbibliothek, Teil 2: Diegriechischen, slawischen,
hebrdischen und orientalischen Handschriften; kleinere Handschriftengruppen;
Inkunablen, Friihdruckeundspiuere illuminierte Drucke. By FRANZ UNTER­
KIRCHER. Vienna (Museion, N .F. , 2. Reihe, vol. 2, Part 2). Orien­
talische Handschriften, pp. 43 - 119.

Brief descriptions (author, title, size , number of folios) of illumi­
nated Arabic , Persian and Turkish manuscripts, also including 7
manuscripts in Urdu (Mixt 791 - 797, poems, letters , songs); with
reference to illustrations, decorated pages, vignettes, etc. Arranged
according to the system of manuscript codes at the Osterreichische
Nationalbilbiothek: A.F . (Alter Fond), N.F. (Neuer Fond), Mixt.
(Codices mixti) , H.O. (Historia Osmanica), Gl. (Sammlung
Glaser) . With chronological tabl e pp . 97 -104, table of countries
and places pp . 105 -106, and indexes of names and subjects pp .
107-117.

1970. Katalog der arabischen Handschriften der Osterreichischen National­
bibliothek, Neuenuerbungen 1868-1968. Teil . 1. Codices mixti, ab Nr.
744. By HELENE LOEBENSTEIN. Vienna. (Museion, N.F . Vol. 3
343pp.) .

The first supplement to , and continuation of, G . FLUGEL'S cata­
logue, describing 513 Arabic manuscripts (nos . 2017 - 2529) in a full
manner; author, title , year of compilation , ductus, numbers offolios
and pages, size; incipits and explicits , content, origin, references . The
indexes list authors, titles , copyists, owners, other persons , dated
manuscripts (526/1131-1331/1921) , autographs; concordance of
classmarks and catalogue numbers. For the collective manuscripts
see pp . 271 - 289 . Arranged according to subject groups .

1970. Friihe Koranfragmente aus der Handschriftcn-sammlung der
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Osterreichischen Nationalbibliothek. By HELENE LOEBENSTEIN.
Festschrift Josef Stummuoll .. . ed. by Josef Mayerhofer and Walter
Ritzer, under collaboration of Maria Razumovsky. Vienna.
(Museion, N.F. 2. Reihe, vol. 4. pp. 259-272,16 illustrations).

17 Arabic Qur)an fragments (nos. Mixt 1595,1-17) with full
description.

1975. Persische und tiirkische Miniaturen des 15. J ahrhunderts aus
der Osterreichischen Nationalbibliothek in Wien. By KURT
HOLTER. Codices manuscripti, vol. 1, 1975, pp. 45 - 59, 32 illus­
trations.

Description (with copyists, subjects) of 28 Persian and Turkish
manuscripts dating from the 15th century; with detailed descrip­
tions especially of decorations, and notes for locating the MSS.

1980. Kultur des Islam. Ausstellung der Handschriften- und Inkunabel­
sammlung der Osterreichischen Nationalbibliothek, Prunksaal 12. Juni bis
11. Oktober 1980. By TARIF AL SAMMAN and DOROTHEA DUDA.
Edited by OTTO MAZAL. Vienna. 281pp.

An exhibition catalogue which describes 167 Islamic manuscripts
(mainly Arabic, 32 Persian , 12 Turkish, 4 mixed), with full descrip­
tion and commentaries to authors and works, as also indexes (per­
sons in general, titles, copyists , etc.) and concordance of numbers.
Arranged according to subj ects (Qur)an , encyclopaedic works,
natural history , medicine; "Buchkunst" being separated).

Some of thes e manuscripts are not described in the catalogues of
Fliigel or Loebenstein , respectively (nos. 2-5,136,153,163-165).

1981. Die islamischen Miniaturhandschriften in der oster­
reichischen Nationalbibliothek. By K. HOLTER: Kultur des Islam:
Referate einer Vortragsreihe an der Osterreichischen Nationalbibliothek,
16. - 18. Juni 1980. Edited by O . MAZAL. Vienna: Osterreichische
Nationalbibliothek , pp. 73-90 . (Biblos-Schriften, 113).

Briefly describes some Persian & Turkish MSS.

1982. Koranfragmente auf Pergament aus der Papyrussammlung der Oster­
reichischen Nationalbibliothek. By H. LOEBENSTEIN. Vienna: Oster­
reichische Nationalbibliothek, in Kommission bei Bruder Hollinek .



AUSTRIA-VIENNA 35

2 vols . (Mitteilungen aus der Papyrussammlung der Oster­
reichischen Nationalbibliothek (Papyrus Erzherzog Rainer), N.S.
XIV) .

A descriptive catalogue.

1983. Islamische Handschriften I: Persische Handschriften . By DOROTHEA
DUDA. Vienna (Osrerreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften,
Philosophisch-historische Klass e , Denkschriften, Vol. 167. Ver­
Offentlichungen der Kommission fiir Schrift- und Buchwesen des
Mittelalters, ed . by Herbert Hunger, Reihe I: Die illuminierten
Handschriften und Inkunabeln der Osterreichischen National­
bibliothek (Fortsetzung des beschreibenden Verzeichnisses der
illuminierten Handschriften der Nationalbibliothek in Wien), ed.
by Otto Pacht, Vol. 4). 2 vols. Textband 367pp.; Tafelband 20pp.,
18 colour plates, 56 illustrations .

Description of 122 (including 1 miniature from the Collection of
Maps) illuminated Persian items (albums, single leaves, manu­
scripts, collective manuscripts). Full description: author, title,
place , date of composition, number of folios , size, bindings , decora­
tions and miniatures, with commentary and references; brief
description of contents . Indexes: authors, titles; painters, cal­
ligraphers and copyists; styles; owners, covers; iconographic
register. The Textband contains a list of the manuscripts described,
and a list of the decorated manuscripts not described.

1988. Die Arabische Welt und Europa. Ausstellung der Handschriften- und
Inkunabelsammlung der Osterreichischen Nationalbibliothek. Handbuch und
Katalog. Prunksaal20. Mai-16. Oktober 1988. By TARIF AL SAMMAN
and OTTO MAZAL. Graz: Akademische Druck- und Verlagsanstalt.
488pp.

Lists 318 manuscripts (including non-Islamic and Latin transla­
tions from the Arabic, as also parts of collective manuscripts), there­
of 166 Arabic and 1 Turkish (no. 115). Full descriptions with com­
mentaries on authors and works . General register and concordance
of numbers and signatures. Arranged according to subjects . The
manuscripts nos. 4,7,16,53,61 ,110-111,157 and 267 are not
described by Fhigel or Loebenstein, respectively.
Unpublished catalogues: For Turkish manuscripts, no printed cata­
logue exists. But see the 3 card-files:
Tiirkische Handschriften seit 1868, compiled by WOLFGANG JOBST and
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preserved in the Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek, Hand­
schriften- und Inkunabelsammlung, Lesesaal.

Arranged alphabetically according to (a) authors, (b) titles in
transcriptions, (c) titles in original script. Ca. 450 titles of works are
recorded, without codicological details, but, occasionally, with
reference to the original work if a translation .

For further Arabic, Persian and Turkish manuscripts, see the
register of acquisitions at the Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek:
Register Neuenoerbungen, listing author, title and contents.

For the special collection' 'Sammlung Glaser", with proper class­
marks but preserved at the Handschriften- und Inkunabel­
sammlung, see:
Kurzer Katalog der Glaser'schen Sammlung arabischer Handschriften. By
MAX GRUNERT 71pp.

Handwritten, kept in Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek, Hand­
schriften- und Inkunabelsammlung, classmark Ser. nor. 2167 .282
manuscripts (279 Arabic, 3 Persian) are registered, giving title,
author, condition and date. pp. 3 - 4 concordance of numbers; no
further indexes . Arranged according to subjects: Qur)an, tradition,
dogmatics, esp. jurisprudence (of the Zaydiya), natural history +
medicine + astronomy etc., geography, history, grammar (with
rhetoric and lexicography), poetry, adab.

Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv Abt. 1: Haus-, Hof- und Staats­
archiv

A-10tO Wien (Vienna)
Status: National state archives
Total number oj Islamic MSS: ca. 560 (200 Arabic; 90 Persian; 270
Turkish).
Description oj collection: In these archives, the manuscripts of the
former "Orientalische Akademie"/"Konsularakademie" are pre­
served.
Published catalogues:
1842. Die arabischen, persischen und tiirkischen Handschriften der
k.k. Orientalischen Akademie zu Wien. By ALBRECHT KRAFFT.
Vienna. 208pp.

Lists 509 manuscripts (ca. one half Turkish, one third Arabic in­
cluding some Arabic and Turkish; the rest Persian) with 69 collec­
tions of letters, 17 manuscripts of accounts etc., and manuscripts of
Christian Arabic origin. Full description (author, title , year,
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copy ist , number of folios, contents-in some cases very detailed ,
e.g . when referring to biographical works-, commentaries, esp. on
literary history) ; index of personal names . Arranged according to
subjects. See also corrections pp. 195 sqq.
Unpublished catalogue:
1984. Orientalische Handschriften der Konsularakademie. By ERNST
PETRITSCH. Vienna. 53pp.

An updated version of Krafft's catalogue, adding 100 Arabic and
Persian, but esp. Turkish manuscripts, and eliminating 27
manuscripts lost. This type-wr itten list, refers in more detail to the
manuscripts not yet catalogued by Krafft , with indexes of authors ,
and titles of anonymous works. The list is preserved at the Oster­
reichisches Staatsarchiv under classmark AB (meaning " Arbeitsbe­
helfe") XV/6/1.

Schottenstift: Benediktinerabtei Unserer Lieben Frau zu den
Schotten

A-10tO Wien (Vienna)
Status: Monastery library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 5 (3 Arabic; 2 Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1899. Catalogus codicum manu scriptorum qui in bibliotheca
monasterii B.M.V. ad Scotos Vindobonae servantur.... ed. Dr P.
ALBERTUS HUBL. Vienna & Leipzig. 610pp.

In Latin , with title and author, also brief bibliographical notes.
Describes 5 Islamic manuscripts (nos . 743 - 747; 3 Arabic, 2
Turkish, including 1 Persian-Turkish dictionary). Indexes:
authors, titles of anonymous works, dates by century, etc . , non­
Latin books; for the Oriental manuscripts cf. Index p. 578, XXIV.
(Orientalia) and p. 610 , 6. (Libri orientales).

Universitatsbibliothek der Universitat Wien (Hauptbibliothek)

A-IOtO Wien (Vienna)
Status: University library
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 51 (8 Arabic; 41 Persian ; 2 Turkish) .
Descriptionoj collection : The MSS are not very fully described, but in­
clude an Arabic treatise on music, and a "Persian-Kurdish
Diwan" .
Unpublished catalogues: The Islamic manuscripts are briefly described
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in two loose-leaf booklets, preserved in the U niversitatsbibliothek.
7 Arabic manuscripts are mentioned , often only with numbers of fo­
lios, date and title, but with acquisition remarks (Manuscriptum
122, 134, 145, 148- 150, 525; the latter a treatise on music by
YA(QUB IBN MUl;IAMMAD AL-QASTAMUNI); the 41 Persian manu­
scripts (Manuscriptum 121,124-133,135-144,147,152-168,
523-524, 526) contain a manuscr ipt (no . 144) denoted as a
Kurdish-Persian Diwan.

The complete manuscript inventory Manuscripta-Incunabula,
preserved in the Universitatsbibliothek, is a handwritten register
with reference to language, author, title and classmark. In addition
to the manuscripts mentioned above, see the Arabic-Latin
manuscript no . 146 (ABU 'L-FIDA'), and 2 Turkish manuscripts
(nos. 123, 151).

VORAU

Augustiner-Chorherrenstift Vorau

A-8250 Vorau (Styria)
Status: Monastery library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (1 Arabic; 1 Persian; 1 Turkish).
Description of collection: The Arabic MS. is a Qur'an fragment , the
Persian MS. is literary, the Turkish MS . legal .
Published catalogues:
1936. Catalogus Voraviensis seu Codices manuscripti Bibliothecae Canoniae
in Vorau. Quos . .. recensuit PIUS FANK . Graz. 276pp.

In Latin. Under no. 416, p. 426, 3 Islamic manuscripts are noted:
Qur'an fragm ent (Arabic) , stories (Persian) , judgements (Turkish) .
The full indexes are not relevant for the Islamic manuscripts.

WILHERING

Zisterzienserstift Wilhering

A-4073 Wilhering (Upper Austria)
Status: Monastery library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic) .
Description of collection: 1 Qur'an fragment.
Published catalogues:
1891. Die Handschriften der Stiftsbibliothek zu Wilhering. By
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P. OTTO GRILLNBERGER. Die Handschnften- Verzeichnisse der Cistercien­
ser-Stifte ... Vol. 2. Vienna, (Xenia Bernardina, Pars II) . Hand­
schriften-verzeichnisse II, pp. 1-114.

On p. 83 no. 60: description of 1 Qur'an fragment (Arabic), with
number of folios, size and bindings . Indexes not relevant for the
Islamic manuscript.

ZWETTL

Zisterzienser-Ordensstift Zwettl

A-3910 Zwettl (Lower Austria)
Status: Monastery library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Turkish).
Description of collection: The MS. is a Turkish commentary on the
Qur'an .
Published catalogues:
1891. Verzeichniss der Handschriften der Bibliothek des Stiftes
Zwettl. By STEPHAN ROSSLER. Die Handschriften- Verzeichnisse der
Cistercienser-Stifte ... Vol. 1. Vienna, (Xenia Bernardina, Pars II),
Handschriften-verzeichnisse I, pp. 293 - 479 .

On p. 437 no. 408: description of 1 Turkish Qur'an commentary
(dated 1197 A.H.) , with number of folios, size and origin. Indexes
not relevant for the Islamic manuscript.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

Afshar, Iraj. Kitdbshindsi-i fihristhii-yi nuskhahd-yi khaui-i fiirsi dar
kitdbkhanahhii-yi dunyii. Tehran : University of Tehran. 1958. 3 +
88pp.

Lists 222 catalogues published in 17 countries.

'Awwad, Kurkis. Fahiiris al-makluiuat al-Sarabiyafi 'l-' iilam. Kuwait:
Maihad al-Makhtiitat al-'Arabiya. 1984 . 2 vols.

Lists catalogues and publications about Arabic manuscripts all
over the world.

Birnbaum, Eleazar. Turkish manuscripts: catalogu ing since 1960
and manuscripts still uncatalogued. Part 4: Hungary, Czechos­
lovakia, Poland , Great Britain, Ireland, the Netherlands, Belgium,
France, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, Finland, United
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States , Canada. Journal oj theAmerican Oriental Society, 104, 1984 , pp.
303-314.

Austria is described on page 310. The article describes the Tur­
kish collections and the state of their catalogues, published and un­
published.

Huisman, A.J .W. Les manuscrits arabes dans le monde: une bibliographie
des catalogues. Leiden: E.J. Brill . 1967. 84pp.

A bibliography of published catalogues dealing only with Arabic
MSS.

Mikhailova , LB. and Khalidov, A.B. Bibliograjiya arabskikh rukopisei.
Moscow: Nauka. 1982. 302pp.

Bibliography of catalogues and surveys of Arabic MSS .

Pearson,j .D. Oriental manuscripts in Europeand NorthAmerica: a survey.
Zug: Inter Documentation Company. 1971. (Bibliotheca Asiatica,
7). 515pp.

This is a reference work listing known collections and catalogues
published and unpublished.

Sezgin, Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Leiden: E.J . Brill .
1967 -. 9 vols. in progress.

Contains references to published catalogues .

Simon,jean. Repertoire des bibliotheques publiques et prives d 'Eu­
rope contenant des manuscrits arabes chretiens . Orientalia, NS 2,
1938, pp. 239-264.

A list of published catalogues of collections of Christian Arabic
MSS arranged by town.

Vajda, Georges and Durantet, Madeleine . Repertoire des catalogues et
inuentaires de manuscrits arabes. Paris: CNRS. 1949. 48pp.

General reference work listing published catalogues of Arabic
manuscript collections allover the world.
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INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

BAKU

Azerbaijan Academy of Sciences, Institute of Manuscripts

Kommunisticheskaya ul. 8
370001 Baku
Date of establishment: 1987; successor to the Republic Manuscripts
Collection, founded 1950
Total number of Islamic MSS: More than 15,000 (ca . 7000 Arabic; ca.
5000 Persian; ca . 3000 Turkish , incl. Azeri , Chaghatay/Uzbek,
Ottoman Turkish & others).
Description of collection: The collecting of these MSS was begun in
1928 by the State Historical Museum. The fields covered are
Qur'an, Qur''anic Studies, Hadith, fiqh, sects, Sufism, history,
hagiography, biography, geography, cosmology, mathematics,
astronomy, astrology, occult sciences, divination, medicine, logic ,
grammar, stylistics, literature (poetry and prose) , folklore, warfare,
poetics and metrics.

Among remarkable Arabic MSS are 2 volumes of IBN SINA's al­
Qanun fi'l-tibb, dating from 6th/12th century; a chapter on surgical
instruments from the work on medicine "by ABU'L-QASIM AL­
ZAHRAwI (d. 1036); and 2 vols. of Si~a~AL-]AwHARj copied and cor­
rected in Baghdad in 510/1117. There are also au tographs of several
poets of Azerbaijan, Iran and Turkey, 16th - 19th centuries.

A small collection of Islamic MSS was in the Library at Azerbai­
jan State University: 24 units in 1925 (see 1925 BARToL'n below).
It is thought that these have been transferred to the Institute.

For general descriptions, see:
1976. Collections of Muslim manuscripts in Moscow and Baku. By
Bo U T AS. AnnualNewsletter of the Scandinavian Institute of Asian Studies,
10,1976, pp. 24-27.

Baku, pp. 26-27.

1977. Makhzan al-rnakhtirtat al-Sharqiya bi-Akadirniyat al-'Uliim
fi Bakii bi-Adharbayjan. Majallat Marhad al-Makhtiud: al-i.Arabiya,
23 ii, 1977, p. 138.
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Published catalogues:

AZERBAIJAN-BAKU

1925. Sobraniya vostochnykh rukopisel v Baku. By V. V .
BARTOL'O. Izvestiya Akademii Nauk, VI/19, 1925 , pp. 946 -951.
Reprinted in his Sochineniya, vol. 8, Moscow 1973 , pp. 435 -440 .

16 Arabic and Persian MSS.

1958. Redkie rukopisi klassikov narodov Blizhnego i Srednego
Vostoka v rukopisnom fonde AN AzSSR. By M.S. SULTANOV.
Materialy Vsesoyuznol Konferentsii Vostokovedov, Tashkent, pp. 928­
933.

Arabic, Persian and Turkish MSS.

1959. Al-makhiiitd: al-cArabtyafi Baku. By I:!USAYN cALI MAI;IFU:? Al­
Murallim al-fadid, 22, pp. 610-618.

1960. Avtografy i unika?nye rukopisi proizuedenii klassikov narodov Vostoka
v Respublikanskom Fonde Akademii Nauk Azerbaidzhanskoi SSR. By
M.S. SULTANOV. Moscow. 10pp.

1961. Tarikha dair allazmalary. By F. SEIIDOV. Trudy Respubli­
kanskogo Fonda AN A zSSR, 1961, pp . 9 - 29 .

Systematic catalogue of 1 Arabic , 22 Persian & 16 Turkish MSS
on historical subjects .

1963 . ltllazmalary katalogu. I jild (Tarikh , Joghrafiia, adabiiiat naza­
rzuasi, tazkiralar , bddii adabluat va munshQat). By M.S. SULTANOV.
Baku : Azarbaijan SSR Elmlar Akademiiasy , Respublika AIlazma­
lary Fondu .

Describes 1281 MSS in 1149 vols .: 697 Persian , 334 Turkish and
118 Arabic . Indexes : Authors and titles , Autographs , Names of
copyists, Dates and places of copying, Languages, Concordance of
the catalogue and inventory numbers.

For a critique of th is catalogue see BIRNBAUM 'S article (details in
Bibliographical Appendix below).

1977. ltllazmalary katalogu. II jild Uunklar) . Baku .
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Describes 237 collections of poetry in Arabic , Azeri, Persian &
Turkish. Indexes of authors, copyists & places of copying.

1979. Ganjinah-i nuskhah/ha-yi khatti va chapi-i Farhangistan-i
cVliim-i Az;arbayjan dar shahr-i Baku va Mirzah-Pi Tarikh-i
Adabiyat-i shahr-i Baku ba-nam-i Nizami. By MUI;IAMMAD TAQI
DANISH-PAZHlJH. Nuskhah'hii-yi Khaui , 9, 1358, pp. 202-255 .

Particulars of Persian MSS.

1984. Akaderni] Nauk Azerbaidzhanskoi SSR. Respublikanskii
Rukopisnyi Fond. Katalog arabskikh rukopisei. Tom 1. Ed.
D .V . KAGRAMANOV & others . Baku: Elm . 403pp.

1002 Arabic MSS in 205 vols . Indexes of authors, titles , copyists
& dates.

In addition to the above catalogues, a series of articles about in­
dividual MSS or groups of MSS, and notes of recent acquisitions,
has appeared in the periodical Al'iazmalar Khazinasinda (Asar/ar) ,
Baku 1961- .

Unpublished catalogues: All MSS are registered in handwritten
inventory-books. There are also card catalogues for Persian and
Turkish MSS.

Uncatalogued collections: 50 % of Arabic MSS remain to be catalogued.

State Museum of Azerbaijan Literature, named after Nizami

VI. Karayeva, 24
370005 Baku
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 126 (28 Arabic; 98 Persian).
Description of collection: These MSS contain literature (poetry &
prose), history & biography.
Published catalogues:
1979. See article by DANISH-PAZHlJH listed in previous entry above .
Unpublished catalogues: All MSS are registered in a handwritten
inventory-book. There are three card catalogues, arranged by
authors, titles and languages.
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NAKHICHEVAN

AZERBAgAN--NAKHICHEVAN

Museum of Literature, named after]. Mamedkulizadeh

Lenin Park
179911 Nakhichevan
Total number of Islamic MSS: 10 (3 Arabic; 7 Persian).
Unpublished catalogue: MSS are registered in a general handwritten
inventory-book. There are no card catalogues.

ZAKATALY

Historical-Ethnographical Museum

Fortress
142566 Zakataly
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 650 (Arabic; Persian ; Turkish) .
Unpublished catalogue: All MSS are registered in a general hand­
written inventory-book. There are no card catalogues.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

CAwwad, Kiirkis . Fahiins al-makhtiudt al-Sarabiyafi 'l-calam. Kuwait :
Maihad al-Makhtiitat al-cArabiya. 1984. 2 vois.

Baku, vol. I , p . 110, nos . 363-364.

Birnbaum, Eleazar. Turkish manuscripts: cataloguing since 1960
and manuscripts still uncatalogued . Part 3: USSR, Iran ,
Afghanistan , Arab Lands (except Palestine), Israel and Palestine ,
India and Pakistan, China. Journal of theAmericanOrientalSociety, 103,
1983, pp. 691- 707.

Azerbaijan , p. 694.

Dalil fahdris al-makhtiudtfi 'l-M ajma: al-Maliki li-Buhiitli al-Haddra al­
Isldmiya. 2nd ed . Amman : Al-Majmai al-Maliki, Mu'assasat Al al­
Bayt , 1986. Al-rnulhaq al-awwal, 1987 .

Baku (bi-Adharbayjan) , p. 161, no. 544 & Mulhaq, pp . 64-65,
nos . 104- 105.

Huisman, A.J .W . Les manuscrits arabes dans le monde: une bibliographie
des catalogues. Leiden: E.J. Brill. 1967. 84pp.

Baku, p. 80.
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Khalidov , A.B . Arabskie rukopisi v SSSR i ikh izuchenie.
Arkheograficheskii Ezhegodnik, 1977 (1978), pp. 62 - 78.

Baku, pp. 70 -71 .

Kut, A. T. Turkce yazma eserler kataloglan repertuvan. Turk Dili
Arastirmalan Yzllzgz Belleten, 1972 (1973), pp. 183-240.

Baku, p. 217, no . 201.

Lebedev, V. V. Opisanie blizhnevostochnykh i sredneaziatskykh
rukopisei v SSSR. (Listes des manuscrits en l'Union Sovietique
provenant du Proche Orient et de I' Asie Centrale .) Izuestiya na
Narodnata Biblioteka "KiriliMetodii", 16/22, 1981, pp. 693-700 .

Baku, pp. 697 & 698.

Mikhailova, I.B. and Khalidov, A.B. Bibliograjiya arabskikh rukopisei,
Moscow: Nauka. 1982. 302pp.

Bibliography of catalogues and surveys of Arabic MSS. Zakataly
& Nakhichevan ', p. 225; Baku, pp. 226-227, nos . 959-963.

Pearson, J.D. Oriental manuscripts in Europe and NorthAmerica: a survey.
Zug: Inter Documentation Company, 1971. (Bibliotheca Asiati­
ca, 7). 515pp.

This is a reference work listing known collections and catalogues,
published and unpublished. Baku, p. 298 .

Sezgin, Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Band VI. Leiden:
Brill, 1978. (Bibliotheken und Sammlungen arabischer Hand­
schriften, pp. 311- 466 .)

Baku, p. 457.

Vajda, Georges and Durantet, Madeleine. Repertoire des catalogues et
inuentaires de manuscrits arabes. Paris: CNRS. 1949. 48pp.

Bakou, p. 40, no. 77.
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UNION CATALOGUES & SURVEYS

1976. Al-makhtiitat IT Dawlat al-Bahrayn . By 'ALi 'ABD AL­
RAI:lMAN AB[A] I:IUSAYN. Al-Mawrid, 5 i, 1976, pp. 36-38.

1976. Dar al-makhtiitat IT 'l-Bahrayn. By 'ALi 'ABD AL-RAI:lMAN
ABA I:IUSAYN. Al-Khalij al-iArabi; 6, 1976 , pp . 117 -121.

1977 - 83. Fihris makhiiuiit al-Bahrayn. By 'ALi ['ABD AL-RAI:lMAN]
ABA I:IUSAYN. Vol. 1-Bahrain: Wizarat al-Tarbiya wa-ll-Ta'Iim,
1977, 310pp. 2nd. ed. Bahrain: Markaz al-Watha'iq al-Tarikhiya,
1983. Vol. 2.-Bahrain: Markaz al-Wathaiq al-Tarikhiya, 1981,
260pp.

This catalogue lists some 656 manuscripts. About 60 per cent of
these are held in the National Museum of Bahrain. The rest are scat­
tered in private and public collections. Among these is the private
collection of cABD AL-RAsUL AL-TAJIR, from which about 90 MSS
appear in the catalogue. It does not include any of Dr. Kanoo's
manuscripts. The Bayt al-Qurfin collection is also not covered,
perhaps because of its relative newness.

The catalogue gives full details, including title, author, subject,
language, date and place of copying, name of scribe and style of
script. It also has author, scribe and title indexes. The present loca­
tion of each title as well as its previous owner are also given. At the
present time some attempts are being made to update this catalogue.

An abridged English version was published in 1986 (see below).
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1983. Ma' al-makhtiitat al-nadira . By 'ALI 'ABO AL-RAI;IMAN ABA
J:!USAYN. Al- Wathiqa, 1 ii, 1983, pp. 82 -122.

1983. Masahif bi-Il-Bahrayn ta'fid ila 'f-qam al-awwal al-Hijri, By
'ABO AL-LATIF JASIM KANt! [KANOO]. Al- Wathiqa, 3, 1983,
pp . 102-149.

Early Qur)an MSS.

1986. Index of Bahrain manuscripts (parts one & two). By 'ALI ABA
J:!USAYN . Tr. B.K. Narayan . Bahrain: Historical Documents
Centre / Markaz al-Watha-iq al-Tarikhiya, 1986. 165pp. [Tr. of
Fihris makh{iitat al-Bahrayn, Bahrain 1977 -81.]

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

MANAMA

Dr. Abdul Latif Jasim Kanoo ('Abd al-Latif Jasim Kanu)

c/o Ministry of Housing,
Manama, Bahrain
Tel.: (973) 53444-3
Status: Private home library
Total number of Islamic MSS: About 200.
Conditions of access: By appointment with the owner.
Description ofcollection: Dr. Kanoo, a scholar and prominent collector
of Islamic MSS, is the mastermind behind the idea of Bayt al­
Qur)an (see below) and is currently its Secretary-General. In 1991 ,
a selection of about 100 rare works of his collection was exhibited in
Bayt al-Qur-an to commemorate the birth of the Prophet
Muhammad (p .b .u .h.). As far as can be ascertained, most of Dr.
Kanoo's collection is related to the Qur)an . Many of the works in
the exhibition are elaborately designed and are very attractive exam­
ples of the Islamic binding craft. All the volumes appear to be in
their original bindings, with no serious cracks or damage to their
contents. It was not possible to establish whether the collection is
catalogued or not.
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Mathaf al-Bahrayn al-Watani (the National Museum of
Bahrain)

P.O. Box 2199
Manama, Bahrain
Tel.: (973) 292977
Telefax: (973) 293820
Date oj establishment: 1976
Status: Public (affiliated to the Ministry of Information).
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 435 (Arabic).
Conditions of access: Part of the collection is on display in the
Manuscripts and Archives Hall in the Museum, which is open to the
public Saturday to Friday, 08.00 - 14.00. The vast majority of the
MSS are kept in a special room and are only accessible to serious
researchers on approval from the Museum administration.
Description of collection: The majority of the collection is on Islamic
subjects, with 47 works on the Qur'an and related studies, 94 works
ofjiqh , 29 on Hadith, 46 on 'aqzda, 14 on Sufism, 18 on Sira and about
45jatwas. The field of Arabic language and literature comes second,
with about 94 titles. Physical and applied sciences seem to be the
least represented: there are 10 works on medicine and only 3 on as­
tronomy.

The MSS were collected from various sources, both within and
outside Bahrain. Many of them appear to have been donated by in­
dividual collectors. The oldest work in the collection dates back to
the 7th Islamic century and is entitledJtimP al-usiilfi Ahddith. al-Rasiil.

About 45 MSS are displayed in glass cases in the Museum. These
are all bound, well preserved and appear in perfect condition. The
remaining 390 titles are kept in acid-free cardboard boxes . A ran­
dom inspection of the collection suggested that many MSS had been
affected by termites and humidity . At present, seriously affected
ones are being fumigated. This process is slow; moreover, it does not
help to conserve the documents, most of which need major repair
work.
Published catalogues:
1976. The survey by ABA I:IUSAYN (see Union Catalogues above)
covers 10 MSS in this collection.

1977 - 83. The union catalogue by ABA !:IUSAYN (see above)
describes ca. 400 of these MSS.
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Unpublished catalogues: All of the collection is fully catalogued. The
catalogue, which is in card form, contains all standard MSS
cataloguing information such as title, author, scribe, type of ink,
dimensions, etc. At present, steps are being taken to feed this infor­
mation into the computer for public access.

Mathaf al-Haya (Museum of Life)

Bayt al-Qur''an,
P .O. Box 2000,
Manama, Bahrain
Tel.: (973) 290101 /290409
Telefax: (973) 292709
Telex: 8599 BN
Date of establishment: 1987
Status: Islamic trust
Conditions of access: Limited to scholars and researchers. The muse­
um is open to the public for viewing only.
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 2800 (Arabic; some with Persian ,
Turkish or Urdu commentaries).
Description of collection: 320 of the MSS are placed on display in the
museum halls. The collection is well preserved and contains many
rarities, covering a wide range of historical periods. It also
represents various styles of script , design and binding. Some are
written on parchment in refined Maghribi style and bound with
smooth fine-quality vellum. Others are less artistic , with primitive
colouring and design. The MSS are housed in a purpose-built build­
ing with adequate storage and ventilation facilities.

An estimated 2500 manuscripts are kept in the museum's deposi­
tory, pending classification and cataloguing. About 90% of the col­
lection is in the field of Qur'an and related works. The MSS are in
good condition.
Published catalogues:
1987. Naft'is Bayt al-Qur'iin(the treasures ofBayt al-Qur/an): a cata­
logue of the MSS exhibition organized by Dar Al Athar AI
Islamiyah in Kuwait, 1987. Kuwait: Ministry of Information.
138pp.

This catalogue lists some 100 MSS. In addition to standard
cataloguing details such as the author, title, scribe etc., a colour pho­
tograph of each MS. also appears at the beginning of each entry .
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1991. [Fihris] Mathof al-Hayd fi Bayt al-Qu~iin. Manama: Bayt al­
Qur)an. 50pp.

A list of some 220 titles of MSS, as well as some early printed
works, which are currently displayed in the museum . Bibliographic
description is mostly brief, but much attention is given to the physi­
cal details such as the style of writing, type of paper or parchment
used and other artistic features.

(Abd al-Rasul al-Tajir

Manama, Bahrain
Status: Private home library
Conditions of access: Requires permission from the family of the late
owner.
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 500 (Arabic; Persian) .
Description ofcollection: (ABO AL-RASUL AL-TAJIR, teacher and founder
of the first private school in Bahrain, died a few years ago. His pri­
vate library is estimated to contain more than 500 rare manuscripts.
A relative appears to have inherited the collection. According to
Dr. ALI ABA HUSSAIN, who catalogued about 90 works of the collec­
tion, many of the manuscripts have been damaged as a result of the
unsatisfactory conditions in which they were housed. The manu­
scripts catalogued include works on Arabic and Persian literatures,
rare copies of the Qur)an, medicine , astronomy, philosophy and
logic.

The Sharjah-based newspaper Al-Khalfj, reported on 2 October
1991 that a team from the Library of Congress had visited Bahrain
to document the collection. No further details arc available about
this task yet.
Published catalogues:
1976. The survey by ABA !:IUSAYN (see Union Catalogues above)
covers 14 MSS from this collection.

1977 - 83. The union catalogue by ABA !:IUSAYN (see above)
describes ca. 90 MSS from this collection .
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

'Awwad, Kiirkis, Fahdris al-makhtiudt al-Sarabiyafi 'l-' alam . Kuwait:
Ma'had al-Makhrirtat al-'Arablya. 1984. 2 vols.

Lists catalogues and publications about Arabic manuscripts all
over the world. Al-Bahrayn, Vol. 1, pp . 266-267 , nos. 958-962 .

Dalil fahdris al-makhtiud: fi 'l-M aj ma' al-Maliki li-Buhiuk al-Hadiira
al-Lsldmiya. 2nd ed. Amman: AI-Majma' al-Maliki li-Buhiith
al-Hadara al-Islamiya, Mu/assasat AI al-Bayt, 1986 . 509pp.

Al-Bahrayn, p. 12, nos . 33-34.
-AI-Mulbaq al-awwal [1st Supplement], 1987. 202pp.

Al-Bahrayn , p. 8, no. 5.

JubiirI, 'Abd Allah al-. Al-makhtirtat al-'Arablya wa-faharisuha fi
' I-K halIj wa-shibh al-jazira al-'Arablya. 'Alam al-Kutub, 3,
1403/1983, pp . 692-706.

Al-Bahrayn, pp. 692-693 .

Sezgin , Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Band VI. Leiden :
Brill , 1978.

Bibliotheken und Sammlungen arabischer Handschriften, pp.
311-466: Bahrain, p. 332 .
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UNION CATALOGUES

1969 -. Fihrist-i nuskhah/hii-yi khaui-yi fiirsi, By AI;IMAO M UNZAVI.
Tehran: Regional Cultural Institute. 6 vols .

A cumulative catalogue of Persian MSS drawn from 85 published
catalogues giving locations of MSS (73 catalogues from Iran & 12
from elsewhere, including Bangladesh) .

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

CHITTAGONG

Chittagong University Library

Chittagong University , Chittagong
Date of establishment: 1968
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 308 (64 Arabic ; 112 Bengali; 125 Per­
sian; 7 Urdu).
Description of collection: The manuscripts are kept on good book­
shelves, in a suitable building. They are not in danger. All MSS are
well-ventilated and carefully kept in modern conditions.

The most important MSS are as follows: Gulistan (3 copies) by
SA'01, dated 1110 Maghi or Bengali era, written during the period
of Sultan Mahmiid of Bengal; Bustdn by SA'OI, 1160 M agh i; Majmu'
al-ahkdm , (author unknown), 1193 Maghi; !:IATIM AL-TA'I, 1213
Maghi/1263 CE; Wasilat al-Ncjdh , by SHAH cABO AL-cAzlz, 1252
CE; Durr al-majdlis by RAMAJ;>AN MIYA, 1168 Maghi/1221 CE;
Tafsir-i Punch Siirah, dated 1221 Maghi , (in Urdu) ; an illuminated
Qur'an; Sharh umm al-Barahin by M. IBN MAN~UR, dated 1174
CE; Hidiiya (2 copies) by cABO AL-!:IAYY , dated 1837 CE/1253 AH ;
Siraj Quliib by NUR MUI;IAMMAO, dated 1177 Maghi; Musallam al­
Subia by MUJ;lIBB ALLAH BII;IARI, dated 1289 AH ; CAqa'id al-Nasafi
by cUMAR AL-NAsAFI, dated 1232 AH; Qur'an with Urdu transla­
tion (in Arabic) .

Unpublished catalogues: There is a hand-written catalogue containing
285 Bengali MSS, of which 112 MSS are Islamic. These MSS are
from one hundred to three hundred years old .
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There is also a hand-written catalogue of the Arabic , Persian and
Urdu MSS in English, which has been accepted for publication .

Chittagong University Museum

Chittagong University, Chittagong
Date of establishment: 1968
Status : Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 159 (40 Arabic; 3 Bengali ; 111 Persian;
5 Urdu).
Description of collection: The physical condition of the MSS is good .
They are kept on good book-shelves, in a suitable building and are
not in danger.

Manuscripts in the collection include: 8 complete and illuminated
copies of the Qur)an; Naqsh-i Sulaymdni by SHAYKH 'ABO AL-WASIH
in his own hand; Bustiin-i SA 'oi, dated 1161 Maghi; 'Iyiir-i danish,
dated 1148 AH; Maqiisid al-Qu~iin by SHAH WALl ALLAH DIHLAVI,
dated 1148 AH/1264 Maghi; a Persian MS. concerning the healing
power of the different Siiras of the Qur)an, n.d., written at the re­
quest of TIPU SULTAN; ]adhb al-quliib ilii diyiir al-Mahbiib by SHAYKH
'ABO AL-HAQQ M UI;IAODITH-I DIHLAVI; Tafsir-i Muhammadiya
(Ampara); and TiiJ al-Muliik wa Bakawali in Urdu; Imam sory, con­
cerning 'Ali, Hasan and Husayn, in Bengali .
Unpublished catalogues: There is an incomplete catalogue , typed , in
English.

Mohammad Ishaque Chowdhury

Nimtali Dargah , Patiya, Chittagong
Total number of Islamic MSS: 82 (36 Arabic ; 45 Persian ; 1 Urdu) .
Status: Private
Description of collection: The MSS are in good condition and not
worm-eaten, but not kept in a particularly suitable way ; they are
kept on open shelves. The MSS are about two to three hundred
years old and include: Wazifa , dated 1015 AH; Tutiniima by
MUI;IAMMAO NASIM dated 1817 CE; Qafzda Baniit Su'iidby KA'AB IBN
ZUHAYR (early 19th C.) ; Naksh-i Sulaymiini by AI;IMAO-RAI;IMAN
Ruq'at-i Abu ai-Fadl dated 1129 AH; Hikmat-i tibb (ca. 200 years old) ;
Riihat al-quliib by SA'IO AL-DIN, 1148 Maghi; Gulistiin by SA'01,
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dated 1185 Maghi; Ladhdhat-i Nisii by KOKA PANDIT (200 years old)
and Tasaunouf (ca. 200 years old) .

There is no catalogue in any form . Some descriptions have been
made by the author of the survey.

Haji Muhsin College

Chittagong. Bangladesh
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 45 (17 Arabic; 28 Persian).
Description of collection: The MSS are Qur)ans, Tajs!r, ljamth, Fiqh,
Tasaunuuf, and literature .

They are one or two centuries old. The physical condition of the
MSS is not satisfactory. Many are worm-eaten, and they are not
kept in good conditions and not well looked after.

They have not been catalogued.

DACCA

Bangladesh National Museum

Dacca
Total number of Islamic MSS: 390 (112 Arabic; 57 Bengali; 209 Per­
sian; 12 Urdu) .
Description oj collection: The MSS are Qur)ans, Tafsir, Fiqh, Medi­
cine, Tasaunouf, Wazifa, Tajtoid, history and Persian literature. The
MSS date from 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th centuries AH.

They are all in good condition and kept in modern and clean con­
ditions. Among MSS in the collection are: Kifiyat al-musallin by
SHAYKH MUTTALIB, dated 1856 AD (A Bengali MS . in Arabic
Script); Tafsir al-Qur'an; Tiirikh. al-Tabari; Ruq'iu-i CAlamg!r!, dated
1835 CE; Pandndma by FARio AL-DiN ATTAR, dated 1225 AH; Najhat
al-Uns by Mulla CABO AL-RAI;lMAN JAMi, dated 1281 AH; Ratojat
al-Saft by MiR KHAWAND SHAH, dated 1139 AH; Shahnama by
Firdawsi, dated 1677 AD; Sifit al-Saldt; Daqd'iqal-Haqii'iq; AlfLayla;
Qi$af al-Anbiyd; and Yiisuf Zulaykha in Bengali.
Unpublished catalogues: There is a hand-written catalogue, and also a
typed copy in English.
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Dacca University Library

Dacca University, Dacca.
Total number of IslamicMSS: ca. 695 (116 Arabic ; 13 Bengali; 471 Per­
sian; 95 Urdu).
Description ofcollection: The MSS are kept under good, modern condi­
tions. Most of them are well-preserved, but a few are worm-eaten.

The subjects covered by the MSS are Persian and Urdu litera­
ture, religious works , Islamic law , natural sciences .

Among important MSS held in the collection are : Earliest record­
ed copy of the Mir'dt-i Aftab Numd by cABD AL-RAl;iMAN NAwAz
KHAN, transcribed for the author during his life-time in 1804 CE;
Shahjdhan Nama, a rare history of Shahjaharr's reign by Shaykh
MUl;iAMMAD JAHID, completed in 1667; Futiihiu-i cUmar, a unique
versified history of cUmar, the second caliph of Islam, in the
author's own hand-writing, by one ASAF in 1211/1796 for presenta­
tion to ZAMAN SHAH , grandson of Ahmad Shah Abdali; Diuidn-i
khiidim, collected Persian and Urdu Poems of an unknown poet
named GHAZiBEG MUJRIM, completed in 1696 CE; Mathnavi j ahan
Shah va Jahan Banu, an unrecorded Urdu Mathnavi by RAJA
RAJKISHAN DEVof Calcutta, a pupil of MIRZA JAN TAPASH, written
around 1807 ; Diwan-i Lawni, an interesting collection of Urdu­
Hindi and mixed Brajabuli, Urdu-Sanskrit Persian verses in the
Lawni metre, by IBADULLAH BADlL, Ranj of Dacca, completed in
1877; Lughiit Ahiidith, an unrecorded manuscript of the Appendix
(Zayl wa-Takmila) to the Majma? al-Bihar, a dictionary of rare
words in the Qur'an and Haditli by MUl;iAMMAD TAHIR B. CALl AL­
SIDDiQI of Pan, Gujrat, written in the 16th century. No other copy
is known; An unknown commentary on the Hidayat nahiu of
Taftazani, by YUSUF B. ABu 'L-QAsIM AL-I:!USAYN of Lahore, dedi­
cated to the emperor Jahangir.
See :
1983. Old manuscript collection in the Dacca University Library.
By AFIFA RAHMAN . Libri, 33, pp . 61-66.

Publishedcatalogues:
1929. Catalogue ofArabic, Persian and Urdu MSS presented to the
Dacca University Library . By AHMAD SIDDIQI. In: Commemoration of
thefirst visit to the University of Lord Irwin, G.G. of India. Dacca.
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1958. Puthi Parichiti . By Abdul Karim Sahittaya Bisharad. Dacca:
Dacca University, 704pp.

Introduction to Islamic Folk-Tale MSS in Bengali. This cata­
logue describes 585 MSS in Bengali written on mixed topics of
Islamic history and culture .

1966 - 1968. Descriptive catalogue of the Persian, Urdu and Arabic
Manuscripts . Vol. 1. Persian manuscripts; Vol. 2: Urdu and Arabic
manuscripts. By A.B.M . HABIBULLAH . Dacca: Dacca University
Library . 2 vols. 566 pp. (Dacca University Library Publication, 1).

A detailed catalogue describing 365 Persian, 70 Urdu, and 92
Arabic MSS giving subject matter, language, type of script, full
name of author and title of work .

Unpublished catalogues :
Puthi-Bibarani. By MUHAMMAD SHAHJAHAN MIAH. A hand-written
catalogue of MSS of folk-tales in Bengali . Five Islamic MSS are in­
cluded.

Uncatalogued MSS: 163 MSS (24 Arabic; 8 Bengali; 106 Persian and
25 Urdu) are still uncatalogued . They date mostly from the 11-13th
centuries AH .

Islamic Foundation of Bangladesh

Baitul Mukarram , Dacca
Total number of Islamic MSS: 35 (15 Arabic; 19 Persian; 1 Urdu).
Description of collection: The MSS are Qur)ans, Tafstr, Fiqh, Logic,
Medicine , religious works & theology, Persian Prose. There are no
important manuscripts here; the collection has not been catalogued.

Madrasah-i-Alia Authority. Dacca

Date ofestablishment: Founded in Calcutta. In 1947, India was divided
and the Madrasah was shifted to Dacca, the capital of the then East
Pakistan, now Bangladesh.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 445 (236 Arabic; 204 Persian; 5 Urdu).
This is the number listed in the published Arabic catalogue. It is not
known if it is the total number of MSS in the collection.
Description of collection : The MSS are on Tafszr, Haduh, Fiqh,
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Tasaunouf, philosophy, Sira, Arabic, Persian and Urdu literature
and related topics. All MSS are in good conditions, preserved in a
well-ventilated building, kept on shelves. All are bound in hard
covers. Among the most important manuscripts are: Al-Kashshdf
(5 copies) by ZAMAKHsHARI; Tofsir-i Gharii'ib wa Raghii'ib al-furqiin by
NAJM AL-DIN AL-I:!ASAN IBN NISHAPURI; Hdshiya 'alii tafsir al-kashshdf
al-musammii bi-futid; al-ghayb by SHARAF AL-DIN AL-I:!USAYN; Sa1].zl}. by
AL-BuKHARI (31 copies).

Published catalogues:
1905. Catalogue of the Arabic and Persian manuscripts in the library of
the Calcutta Madrasah, By KAMALU 'D-DIN Al;lMAD and ABDU 'L­
MUQTADIR. 38 + 115 pp .

Describes 103 Arabic and 79 Persian MSS. A catalogue of the
Madrasah-i Alia Library in Arabic has been published (Vol. 1.
Printed books, Vol. 2. Manuscripts), by the Madrasah-i Alia
Authority. ?1928 in Calcutta?

RAJSHAHI

Rajshahi University Library

Rajshahi, Bangladesh
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4 (Arabic) .
Descriptionofcollection: The MSS are in good condition . They are Taj­
sir, Fiqh, and poetry, and date from the 10th and 11th century AH.
They are preserved in good conditions . There is no catalogue , but
the MSS are: Tafsir Ahmadiya by Mullah Al;lMAD JOANPURI , a
voluminous work, dated 1099 AH and written during the reign of
Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb; Mumtdz-al-Ahkiim by IBN TAYMIYA
dated 1105 AH ; Al-Muhit; Rawjat al-Mafhiim by SUYUTI, dated 1098
AH.

Varendra Research Museum

Rajshahi University, Rajshahi , Bangladesh
Total number of Islamic MSS: 47 (21 Arabic; 20 Bengali ; 6 Persian).
Description of collection: The MSS are kept in good, modern condi­
tions. There are 14 Qur'ans. The other MSS are about rhetoric ,
prayer, Persian literature and Tasaunouf, One of the Qur'ans has a
Persian translation.
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Published catalogues:
1956. Bangia Puthir Talika, Varendra Research Museum, Rajshahi Uni­
versity. By SRI MONINDRA MOHAN CHOWDHURY. Rajshahi: Mir
]ahan.

This English-language catalogue contains 19 Islamic MSS in
Bengali. They are Islamic historical narratives. There is no index.
The most important manuscripts are Jog Kalandar; Dajjiil Nama, by
MUHAMMAD KHAN; Shaykh Sa'dir Vanita, by SA'DI; YusiifZulaikhd, by
Shah MUHAMMAD SAGHIR; Anbiyii Bani, by HAYAT MAHMUD; Janga
Nama, by HAYAT MAHMUD; Laili Mazniin, by BAHRAM DAULAT
UZIR.

Most of the manuscripts of this catalogue are non-Islamic.

Uncatalogued MSS: 28 MSS (21 Arabic; 1 Bengali and 6 Persian) are
uncatalogued.

SYLHET

The Central Muslim Sahitta Sangsad, Sylhet

Dargha Gate, Sylhet
Date of establishment: 1936
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 42 (2 Arabic ; 30 Bengali; 10 Urdu).
Description ofcollection: The physical condition of the MSS is not bad,
but the building is not suitable, nor is there satisfactory acclimatiz­
ation.
Unpublished catalogues: There is a hand-written catalogue.

TANGAIL

Sa'dat University College, Karatia, Tangail, Bangladesh

Tangail, Bangladesh
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (1 Arabic; 1 Persian).
Description of collection: The condition of the MSS is very good . They
are both beautifully ornamented, about 100- 200 years old. They
are a Qur'an and a Persian Shahnama. There is no catalogue or
description.
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

Abdur Razzaque , Mohammed . Bangia Bhashai Musl im Lekhak
Grantha Punji (A collection of Muslim writers in Bengali). Rajshahi :
Rajshahi University, 1988 . 3 vols. 492pp , 468pp , 420pp.

Describes 199 MSS in Bengali.

'Awwad , Kiirkis . Fahiiris al-makhtiuii: al-Sarabiyafi 'l-' iilam. Kuwait :
Maihad al-Makhtiitat al-'Arabiya. 1984. 2 vols.

Lists catalogues and publications about Arabic manuscripts all
over the world .

Huisman, A.J .W . Les manuscnts arabesdans le monde: une bibliographie
des catalogues. Leiden : E.J . Brill , 1967 . 84pp.

A bibliography of published catalogues dealing only with Arabic
MSS.

Khan , Muin-ud-Din Ahmad. Persian in Chittagong. In Abdul
KarimSahitya-Visarad Commemoration Volume. Edited by Muhammad
Enamul Haq. Dacca: Asiatic Society of Bangladesh, 1972,
pp . 191-200.

Describes some MSS acquired for the proposed Cultural Mus­
eum of the National Bank of Pakistan in Dacca.

Mikhaflova, I.B . and Khalidov , A.B . Bibliografiya arabskikh rukopisei.
Moscow: Nauka. 1982. 302pp.

Bibliography of catalogues and surveys of Arabic MSS.

Sezgin, Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schnfttums, Leiden: E.J. Brill,
1967 - . 9 vols. in progress .

Contains references to published catalogues.

Storey, C.A.- . Persian Literature: a bio-bibliographical survey. London.
1927- . (Russian rev .ed. Moscow, 1972- ).

A survey of Persian literature which lists catalogues consulted in
vols. 1 & 2.
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INDIVIDUAL COLLECTION

GOMEL'

GomeP Regional Library, named after V.1. Lenin

Krasnoarmeyskaya ul. 2
110022 GomeP
Status: Public library
Total number oj Islamic MSS: More than 30 (Arabic; Persian;
Turkish).
Description oj collection: Not yet systematised or catalogued.
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UNION CATALOGUES

1968. Maktiib bilyad: manuscrits arabes ala Bibliothique Albert 1". Cata­
logue par JAN BAUWENS. Brussels 1968.

Exhibition of MSS from the Bibliotheque Royale Albert 1er ,

Brussels; Centrale Bibliotheek, Universiteit Gent; private collection
of JAN BAUWENS, Ghent. Incl. some in Persian & Turkish .

Forthcoming. Catalogue des manuscrits arabes, persans et tures des Bib­
liotheques de Belgique. Fihris al-makhtiua: al-Sarabiya wa- 'l-fdrisiya wa- '1­
turkiya fi diir kutub Balfikd. By F. BAUDEN. Liege . 7 vols. (in prepa­
ration).

Over 800 MSS will be included.

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

ANTWERP

Nationaal Scheepvaartmuseum

Steenplein 1
2000 Antwerpen
Date of establishment: 1952
Status: Museum

Owns several Islamic MSS.

BRUSSELS

Algemeen Rijksarchief / Archives Generales du Royaume

2 - 4- rue de Ruysbroeck
Bruxelles
Date of establishment: 1794­
Status: National archives

Owns several Islamic MSS.
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Bibliotheque Royale Albert ler / Koninklijke Bibliotheek
Albert 1st.

Boulevard de l'Empereur, 4 (Reader's entry: Mont des Arts),
1000-Bruxelles
Tel. : 02/5195311. Telex: 21157 . Fax: 02/5195679
Date of establishment: The ancient Librairie des Dues de Bourgogne be­
came, in April 1559, under Philippe II, the Bibliotheque Royale des
Pays-Bas . In June 1837, after Belgian independence (1830), the
Library was called Bibliotheque Nationale . Since 1839 , its name has
been Bibliotheque Royale / KoninkliJke Bibliotheek.
Status: National library
Conditions of access: Credentials required : Identification from aca­
demic institution or library.

Opening hours : Monday to Friday, 09.00-20.00
(summer: -17 .00).

Total number of IslamicMSS: 233 (Arabic; Malay; Persian ; Turkish).
Only 105 MSS (98 Arabic; 1 Persian; 5 Turkish; 1 Arabic-Turkish)
have been catalogued (see below) .
Description ofcollection (according to the catalogue): The collection in­
clud es many classics of Arabic learning: Hadith (e .g. AL-BuKHARI'S
Sa~i~ : BR IV 560), tafsir (e.g. AL-BAYQAwI: Anwar al-Tanzi/ toa-asrdr
al-tvou. BR IV 564 and BR IV 971) , falsafa, fiqh , usiil al-fiqh,
tajtoid, taiohid, grammar, mantiq (AL-ABHARI: BR IV 965), tasaunouf,
AL-Bu~IRI'S Al-Burda (BR II 2286), medicine (e.g. IBN BUTLAN:
Taquiim al-Sihha: BR 19.990), a Turkish translation of K. al-Milal
uia- Jl-Ni~al (BR IV 898).

N .B. To this collection will be soon added some sixty manuscripts
from the personal collection of the late Prof. ARMAND ABEL (Univer­
site Libre de Bruxelles and Universiteit Gent) .
Published catalogues:
1901- 27. Catalogue des manuscrits de la Bibliotheque Royalede Belgique.
By J. VAN DER GHEYN. Brussels . Tome I, 1901; tome II, 1927 .

1908. Beschrijving der maleische handschriften van de Bibliotheque
Royale te Brussel. By P.S. VAN RONKEL. Bijdragen totde Taal-, Land­
en Volkenkunde, 7/10 , 1908, pp. 501- 520.

Descriptions of 10 Malay MSS .
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1920. Malay manuscripts in the libraries of London, Brussels and
the Hague. By R .O. WINSTEDT.}ournal oj the Straits Branch oJthe
Royal Asiatic Society, 82, 1920, pp. 153-161.

1968. See Union catalogue by BAUWENS (above) .

1987. Inventaire des manuscrits arabes, persans et turcs ala Biblio­
theque Royale Albert Ier. By HOSAM ELKHADEM . Archives et Biblio­
theques de Belgique: Archieo- en Bibliotheekwezen in Belgie, 58, 1987,
pp. 561 - 585.

N .B. All the manuscripts of the Bibliotheque Royale (and those of
Prof. ARMAND ABEL) will be included, with detailed descriptions, in
the forthcoming General Catalogue of the Islamic Manuscripts of
Belgium, prepared by FR. BAUDEN (see Union Catalogues above).

Centre Culture! Islamique

Bruxelles
Owns several Islamic MSS .

Musees Royaux d'Art et d'Histoire / Koninklijke Musea voor
Kunst en Geschiedenis

10 parc du Cinquantenaire
1040 Bruxelles
Date oj establishment: 1835
Status: Museum

Owns several Islamic MSS.

Societe des Bollandistes

24 blvd. St Michel
1040 Bruxelles
Date oj establishment: 1630
Status: Jesuit religious library

Owns several Islamic MSS.
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GHENT

Universiteit Gent

BELGIUM-GHENT

Centrale Bibliotheek,
Rozier, 9,
9000-Gent
Tel. : 091/643851. Telex: 11793. Fax : 091/644196
Date of establishment: 1817
Status: University library
Conditions ofaccess: Credentials required: Apply in writing or by tele­
phone to the Head of the Department of Special Collections (Dr.
Albert Derolez, tel.: 091/643854) .

Opening hours: Monday to Friday , 09.00-19.00
(except during the academic holidays).

Total numberof Islamic MSS: 7 (4 Arabic; 2 Turkish; 1 Malay).
Description of collection: Qur'an (18th C. : MS. 636), tafslr(17th C.:
formerly MS . 637, now NN Hs. 586) , kaldm (16th C. : MS. 638;
A.H. 1067: MS. 639), salatudt (17th C .: MS. 640), History (?)
(1S-16th C.: formerly MS . 641, now NN Hs . 587), Malaysian­
Dutch dictionary (17 -18th C.: formerly MS. 642, now NN Hs.
150).
Published catalogues:
1849 - 1852. Catalogue mithodiqueet raisonni des manuscrits de la Biblio­
thique de la ville et de l'Unioersite de Cando By Baron JULES DE SAINT­
GENOIS. Gand. VII + 499pp.

HEVERLEE

Filosofisch en Theologisch College van de Societeit Jesus

Owns several Islamic MSS.

LIEGE

Centre d'Information et de Conservation des Bibliotbeques
(formerly Bibliotheque Generale)

Universite de Liege ,
Place Cockerill 1,
4000-Liege
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Tel.: 0411665206. Fax: 0411665702
Date oj establishment: University founded 1817
Status: University library
Conditions oj access: Credentials required: Apply in writing or by tele­
phone to the Head of the Department of Special Collections and
Archives (Mme Carrnelia Opsorner-Halleux, Place Cockerill 1,
4000-Liege, Tel.: 0411665308).

Appointment required (consultation of the Oriental MSS will be
allowed only after the publication of the Catalogue: see below).

Opening hours: Monday to Friday, 09.00-12.00; 14.00-17.00.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 470 (mostly Arabic).
Description oj collection: Besides 5000 Western MSS, 700 incunabula,
more than 4000 books of the 16th century, the University Library
owned, before 1986, thirty-three Oriental MSS, principally belong­
ing to the Fonds Chauvin and the Fonds Wittert (they are mentioned
in the Library Catalogues) . In 1986, MIle DARGENT left the Univer­
sity a very important legacy of 437 Arabic majdmi". Most of these
MSS are very rare: many of them are unpublished and are men­
tioned neither by C. Brockelmann in his Geschichte der arabischen Liter­
atur nor by F . Sezgin in his Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. The
oldest one dates from the end of the 13th century C.£.

These 470 volumes of MSS include 822 works of Arabic
learning: j iqh (Maliki, Shafi'I, Hanafi), adab, ta'rikh, mathematics,
alchemy, astronomy, astrology , rh etoric, grammar, tasaunouf,
Qur'iin (very nice exemplars), conjuring books, talismans, etc.
E.g.: Mukhtasar Kitiib 'Uyiin al-anbii' fi tabaqat al-atibbii' of IBN ABi
Ul?AYBI'A (anonymous, 15th C.; Fonds Chauvin, MS. 2232); W~iiyii

AFLATUN fi khidmat al-muliik (apocryphal , 14th C. ; Fonds Dargent
MS. 5006) ; MUI;lAMMAD IBN AI;lMAD IBN ABI BAKR IBN FARAI;l AL­
ANliiARI AL-KHAZAJI AL-QURTUBI (d . 67111273), Al-Tadhkira bi-ahuiiil
al-mawtii wa-abwiil al-iikhira (1083/1672 -73, copy made from the
original manuscript of the author; Fonds Dargent MS. 5058);
MUI;lIBB AL-DIN ABU AL-'ABBAS AI;lMAD IBN 'ABD ALLAH AL­
TABARI AL-MAKKI (d . 694/1294) , Dhakhii'iral-'Uqbiifi maniiqib dhatoi
al-Qurbii (Fonds Dargent MS. 5086; the oldest manuscript of the col­
lection: 1296 C. E.; a critical edition-with a translation-is being
prepared by FR. BAUDEN); ABU 'ALI AL-MuI;lASSIN IBN 'ALI AL­
TANUKHI (d . 384/994), Kitiib al-Faraj baed al-shidda (Fonds Dargent
MS. 5087: 1005/1596-97); AI;lMAD IBN YAI;lYA IBN MUI;lAMMAD IBN
'ABD AL-WAI;lID 'ALI AL-W ANSHARISHI (d. 914/1508) , Al-Mi'yiir
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al-muirib toa- 'l:Jamic al-muirib can jatiiwZC ulamii' Ifriqiya uia- 'l-Andalus
wa-'l-Maghrib (juz? 1 and 2; Fonds Dargent, MSS 5341 and 5408 :
18th C. ); cABO AL-HAKIM IBN SHAMS AL-DIN AL-HINDI AL-SIYALKtJTi
(d. 1067/1657), Hdshiya calii 'l-sharh al-mutaunoal (juz? 2; Fonds Dar­
gent MS. 5377 ; holograph manuscript: 1056/1646-47); the unpub­
lished manuscript of A. LANGLES (Elements de la grammaire persane,
Paris, 1816) and the unpublished manuscript ofP. BURGGRAFF (Dou­
zieme surate de l'Alcoran, intitulee la surate deJoseph, avec le texte arabe du
commentaire deMAHMOUD ZAMAKSHARI,jils d'Omar, traduit enfrancais
et accompagne d'obseroations grammaticales et litteraires, 1837).

Published catalogues:
1875. Bibliothique de l'Unioersite de Liege: Catalogue des manuscrits. By
J. FIESS & M . GRANDJEAN. Liege .

1910. Catalogue des manuscrits liguis ala Bibliotheque de l 'Uniuersite de
Liege par le Baron ADRIEN WITTERT. By J. BRASSINNE. Liege .

1970 -1977. Inuentaire des manuscrits de la Bibliotheque de l'Unioersitede
Liege. By J. Hovoux, 3 vols. Liege.

1989. Tresors manuscrits de l'Unioersiti de Liege. By C. OPSOMER & F.
BAUDEN. Liege.

1992 (anticipated). Catalogue des manuscrits unioersitaires de l'Unioersite
de Liege. By C. OPSOMER. Liege.

LOUVAIN (LEUVEN)

Katholieke Universiteit Leuven

Centrale Bibliotheek,
Handschriften en Kostbare Werken,
Mgr Ladeuzeplein 21,
3000-Leuven

Tel.: 016/284625. Telex: . KULBIB 25715 . Fax: 0161284616
Date oj establishment: University founded 1425. In 1970, the Univer­
sity was divided between Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, which has
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maintained its seat in Louvain (Leuven), and Universite Catholique
de Louvain, established on the sites of Louvain-la-Neuve (q.v.
below) and Louvain-en-Woluwe (Brussels).
Status: University library
Conditions of access: Credentials required: Apply in writing or by tele­
phone to the Librarian of the Department of Manuscripts and Pre­
cious Works (Mr. Chris Coppens, Mgr Ladeuzeplein 21,
3000-Leuven, tel. : 016/284625).

Opening hours: Monday to Friday, 08.45 -12.30; 13.30 -17.30.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 7 (4 Arabic; 1 Turkish; 1 Persian; 1
Swahili).
Description of collection: Three Arabic MSS include several works
(different periods, different styles of script): e.g. a Commentary
(14th C .) of IBN MALIK 'S Alfiya (see Brockelmann, GAL, Suppl.,
I , 522) , a Commentary on KHALIL 'S Mukhtasar (see GAL, II, 84),
a work (unidentified) of BIRKAwI (see GAL, II, 440-441 and
Suppl, II, 654; two dates in the colophons: 977/1569 and
1130/1717); an apocryphal history (in Persian) of the Sultan
MAI:IMlJD OfGHAZNA, attributed to FIRDAWSI (?) (17th C.; fine Indi­
an paintings and illumination) .

The Islamic MSS are not yet catalogued.
N.B.: Before the Second World War, the University Library had

in its possession a very important collection of manuscripts the Fonds
LEFORT. Unfortunately they were mostly destroyed (except about
twenty) in May 1940 (see CHRIS COPPENS: Handschriften en
catalogisering in Leuven : problemen en verwachtingen , Archives et
Bibliothiques de Belgique: Archie»- en Bibliotheekwezen in Belgie, 61, 1990,
pp . 51-60). The Arabic MSS had been mentioned and described
in two articles in Le Muston, 48, 1935, pp. 297-310 (ARN. VAN
LANTSCHOOT, Inventaire sommaire des MSS arabes d'Egypte :
Fonds LEFORT, serie A: MSS chretiens) and 50,1937, pp . 85-100
(W . HEFFENING , Die Islamischen Handschriften der Universitats­
Bibliothek Lowen: Fonds LEFORT, Serie B und C).

There are also a few Islamic MSS in the Faculteit van Theologie.

LOUVAIN-Ia-NEUVE

Universite Catholique de Louvain

Servi ce des Archives U .C. L. ,
rue Montesquieu 27,
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1348-Louvain-la-Neuve
Tel.: 010/474884
Date ofestablishment: University founded 1425 (see Louvain (Leuven)
above)
Status: University library
Conditions ofaccess: Credentials required: Apply in writing or by tele­
phone to the Head of the Department of Archives (Mme d'Arras
d 'Audrecy, rue Montesquieu 27, 1348-Louvain-la-Neuve, Tel. :
010/474884) .

Appointment required .
Opening hours: Monday to Friday, 08.30-12.00; 13.30-16.30.

Total number of Islamic MSS: 15 (14 Arabic; 1 Turkish).
Description of collection: The collection contains several incomplete co­
pies of the Qur'an (one on parchment in Kufic script), two books of
prayers, copies of the Muqaddima OfIBN AJURRUM and AL-Bu~iRi'Sal­
Burda, and a treatise of fiqh (Kitiib al-Mudiiraba, Kitiib al-Muzdrara,
Kitiib al-Shirb) .

These manuscripts were acquired after the Second World War
and form a part of the Legs CHABOT and the Legs CASSAR T .
Unpublished catalogue: Descriptions by Prof. J. R YCKMANS are availa­
ble at the Service des Archives .

MARIEMONT

Musee Royale

Morlanwelz, Mariemont.
Tel.: (064-)221243
Date of establishment: 1922
Status: Museum

Owns several Islamic MSS .

TERVUREN

Koninklijke Museum voor Midden-Afrika / Musee Royal de
I'Afrique Centrale

Steenweg op Leuven 13,
1980 Tervuren
Tel.: (02-)7675401
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Date oj establishment: 1897
Status: Museum
Description oj collection: A few Arabic MSS and documents from
Africa.

See PEARSON, 1971, p. 196.
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INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

COTONOU

Ahmadou Idrees

Status: Private
Conditions oj access: By appointment with the collector.
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 13 (Arabic).
Description of collection: Collected between 1972 and 1982, these MSS
are written in good naskhi script on ruled and unruled paper. They
are mostly related to the "pure" Islamic sciences: kaliim, phi­
losophy, hagiography, jurisprudence, hermeneutics and Sufism.
Except for those by AL-SUYUTI and IBN RusHD, these texts are the
products of West African minds. It is not surprising, therefore, that
the works generally bear the Maliki imprint: this is the dominant
school of thought in sub-Saharan Africa. The MSS are unique in the
sense that they reveal the level and quality of scholarship identifiable
with the West African 'ulamii'. The collection indicates strong
Nigerian intellectual connections with scholarly pursuits in the
Benin Republic, for Islam was introduced there from Nigeria, and
this is further confirmed by the Nigerian provenance of the majority
of this collection.

PORTO NOVO

Mohidou A. Gafar

Status: Private
Conditions of access: By arrangement with the collector.
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 17 (Arabic) .
Descriptionofcollection : Some of these MSS are written in fine maghribi
hands , with a few grammatical errors, such as misspellings, wrong
desinential vowels and inflections; others are written in well voca­
Iised naskhi script. The texts include some mnemotechnic verses, for
example on astrology ,jiqh, and tatohid. The collection also contains
works on grammar, homilies and history written by West African
authors , who are certainly not from Benin, however, as confirmed
by the collector, who acquired the MSS between 1980 and 1985.

The MSS are in leather bindings .
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

There are in Bosnia and Herzegovina a number of uncatalogued
MSS collections, in private hands, in dervish convents (tekkes) and
in mosques, which have not been surveyed because of difficulties of
access.

The collections which are included in this survey contain more
than 27,000 Islamic MSS. Of these , about 4,000 have been cata­
logued, which leaves about 23,000 awaiting study and cataloguing.

UNION CATALOGUES and SURVEYS

1954. Stari turski i arapski medicinski rukopisi u Bosni i Hercego­
vini [Old Turkish and Arabic medical MSS in Bosnia and Herzego­
vina] by SIELSKI STANKO, in Spomen knjiga zbora lijecnika Hruatske (lz
Hroatske medicinske proslosti), Zagreb, 1954 , pp . 168 -181.

No notes about collections or MSS shelf-nos.

1956. Islamski rukopisi iz jugoslovenskih kolekeija. Les manuscrits isla­
miques dans les collections yougoslaves. By Z. JANC. Belgrade, 1956.
50pp. 20 plates.

Describes 56 illuminated MSS, including 13 from Institute of
Oriental Studies in Sarajevo, 15 from Gazi Husrev-bey Library,
2 from the private collection of Dz. SPAHO and 1 from the private
collection of MEHMED MUJEZINOVIC.

1959. Handschriften osmanischer Qanim-name's in den Biblio­
theken von Sarajevo. By B. DJURDJEV. Akten des Vierundzwanzigsten
Intemationalen Orientalisten-Kongresses, Miinchen 1957. Hrsg.
H. Franke. Wiesbaden, 1959, pp. 404-408.

1964. Minijatura u jugoslaviji [Miniatures in Yugoslavia]. Zagreb:
Muzej za Umjetnost i Obrt, 1964.

On pp. 41-43, 306-308 and plates 126-137 are details of
12 Islamic MSS, including 1 from Institute of Oriental Studies in
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Sarajevo and 1 from Gazi Husrev-bey library in Sarajevo.

1966. Al-rnakhtirtat al-cArabiya fi Yiighuslafiya. By I:IASAN
QALAsHI [KALESHI] . Majallat Ma-had al-Makhiiudt al-iArabiya, 12 ii,
1386/1966, pp . 3-20.

1968. Rukopisni tursko-hrvatski rjecnici [Turkish-Serbocroatian
dictionary MSS]. By ALljA NAMETAK. Grada za Pooijest Knjiieonosti
Hrvatske , 39 , 1968, pp. 231-380.

Mentions 12 MSS (9 from Institute of Oriental Studies and
3 from Gazi Husrev-bey Library in Sarajevo).

1969 -70. Orientalischer Handschriftenschatz von Bosnien und
sein kultureller Hintergrund. By SMAIL BALlC. Anatolica, 3, 1969­
70, pp. 237 - 242 .

1975 . A guide to Yugoslav libraries and archives. By S. JOVANOVIC &
M . ROjNIC . Ed. P. HORECKY. Tr./ed. E. BEYERLY. Columbus:
American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, 1975.
113pp.

1. Bosnia and Hercegovina, pp . 1-15. Incl. details of Islamic
MSS holdings .

1976. Nekoliko rukopisa prepisanih u Gazi Husrev-begovoj med­
resi u Sarajevu [Several MSS transcribed in Ghazi Husrev-bey
Medresa] . By MEHMED MUjEZINOVIC . Anali Gazi Husreo-begoue Bib­
lioteke, 1976 , pp . 21 -32 .

Details of20 MSS (17 from Ghazi Husrev-bey library, 1 from In­
stitute of Oriental Studies , 1 from FLUGEL'S Catalogue, 1 from a pri­
vate library) .

1980. Les collections des manuscrits orientaux aSarajevo . By LEjLA
GAZIC. Prilozi za Orijentalnu Filologiju, 30 , 1980, pp. 153 - 157.

1981. Izlozba orijcntalne kaligrafije u Sarajevu. (Exhibition of
oriental calligraphy in Sarajevo.) By MUNIBA SPAHO . Prilozi za Orien­
talnu Filologiju, 31, 1981 , pp . 195-212.
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Incl. descriptions of 14 MSS (9 from City Museum of Sarajevo,
3 from Ghazi Husrev-bey Library, 1 from Institute of Oriental
Studies, 1 from a private collection) .

1983. Turkish manuscripts: cataloguing since 1960 and
manuscripts still uncatalogued. Part 2: Yugoslavia, Bulgaria,
Romania. By E. BIRNBAUM . Joumal oj the American Oriental Society,
103, 1983, pp. 515-523 .

Sarajevo, pp. 517-522 ; Mostar, pp . 524-525 . Gives particulars
of holdings and some of the more important individual MSS.

1985. Al-makh/utat al-rArabiyafi Yughuslajiya: taqrir can al-makhtiuat al­
cArabiyafi madinat Sardyayoau: khdssatan baid ziyaratihafi shahr Yimiyab.
(l:/azzran) 1981 M. By cI~AM MUI;IAMMAD AL-SHANTi. Kuwait:
Ma'ihad al-Makhtiitat al-cArabiya, 1985 .

1985. Rukopisi poezije HASAN KAIMI BABE [Poetry MSS by HASAN
KAIMI-BABA] . By JASNA SAMIC , Anali Gazi Husrev-begove biblioteke,
12-13,1985, pp. 201-210.

Mentions 36 MSS (14 from the Institute of Oriental Studies,
11 from Ghazi Husrev-b ey Library, 8 from the Archives of the
Yugoslav Academy, 1 from the National University Library in
Sarajevo and 1 from a pr ivate collection).

1987. Rjecnici u rukopisima orijentalnih zbirki u Mostaru. Stan­
dardni tip [Dictionary MSS in Oriental collections in Mostar­
standard type]. By SABAN ZAHIROVIC , Glasnik Arhiva i Druitua
Arhivskih Radnika Bosne i Hercegovine, 27, 1987, pp . 121-133.

Describes 36 MSS (26 from the Archives of Herzegovina, 10 from
the Franciscan Monastery) .

1987. Stihovani rjecnici u rukopisima orijentalnih zbirki u Mostaru
[Vocabularies in verse in MSS of oriental collections in Mostar]. By
SABAN ZAHIROVIC. Hercegovina, 6, 1987 , pp. 205 -214.

Describes 16 MSS (10 from the Archives of Herzegovina, 4 from
the Franciscan Monastery, 2 from the Homeland Museum) .
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1988. Katalog turskihrukopisafronjeoaikili samostana u Bosni i Hercegovini
[Turkish MSS Catalogue of Franciscan monasteries in Bosnia and
Herzegovina]. By VANCO BOSKOV. Sarajevo : Orijentalni Institut
(Posebna Izdanja, 15). 155pp.

A very detailed catalogue, giving full title and name of author,
name of scribe, style of script, date and place of copying, colophon,
incipit and explicit, indexes. 182 MSS (136 from Franciscan Library
in Mostar, 32 from Franciscan Secondary School in Visoko , 7 from
"Sveti Duh" in Fojnica, 7 from "Gorica" Monastery in Livno) .

1988. Djela prepisana u Gazi Husrev-begovoj medresi i hanikahu .
[Works copied in Ghazi Hasrev-bey Medrese and Hanikah] . By
AHMED HAULOVIC. 450 godina Gazi Husreu-begoue medrese u Sarajevu,
Sarajevo, 1988, pp. 201-224.

Mentions and cites MSS shelf-nos. (43 from Ghazi Husrev-bey
Library, 38 from Institute of Oriental Studies, 15 from Oriental
Collection of Archives of Yugoslav Academy in Zagreb, 1 from
Archives of Herzegovina in Mostar).

1988. Bosansko-hercegovacki prepisivaci djela u arabiCkim ruko­
pisima [Bosnian and Herzegovian transcribers of Arabic MSS] . By
MUHAMED ZDRALOVIC . Sarajevo: Svjetlost , 1988. 461pp.

Chronological list of over 1,100 transcribers and 2,337 tran­
scribed works from various collections in the world. Mentions 1,996
MSS from 19 public and 32 from 7 private collections in Yugoslavia:
808 from Institute of Oriental Studies, 500 from Ghazi Husrev-bey
Library, 346 from Oriental Collection of Archives of Yugoslav
Academy, 165 from Archives of Herzegovina, 66 from Franciscan
Monastery , 16 from Archives of Central Bosnia in Travnik, 11 from
National and University Library in Zagreb, 10 from Archives of
Serbian Acad emy in Belgrade, 7 from Homeland Museum in
Mostar, 7 from University Library in Belgrade, 7 from Ferhadiya
Mosque in Banja Luka, 5 from National and University Library of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 4 from City Museum of Sarajevo, 3 from
Homeland Museum in Gradacac, 3 from " Glavice" Monastery in
Livno, 2 from City Archives of Sarajevo, 2 from Museum of
Bosanska Krajina in Banja Luka, 1 from Museum of Applied Arts
in Belgrade , 1 from Durak Mosque in Dubrovnik; private: 11 of
HABIBA MEHMEDBASIC in Stolac, 9 of AUJA SADIKOVIC in Janja,
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5 of RUSMIR MAHMUTCEHAjlC in Sarajevo, 3 of LjUBINKA RAjKOVIC
in Belgrade, 2 of AUjA BEjTIC in Sarajevo, 2 of HAUL IMAMOVIC in
Busovaca,

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

BANJA LUKA

Arhiv Bosanske Krajine (Archives of Bosanska Krajina)

AlejaJNA 1
78000 Banja Luka
Tel. 078-31 609
Date of establishment: 1953
Status: Public archives
Conditions of access: Appointment not essential, but advance notice
would be helpful.

Opening hours: Monday - Friday, 07.00 - 14.30.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 15 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish).
Description of collection: The most interesting MS. in this uncata­
logued collection is Niir al-wahhiij fi 'l-kaldm (alii'l-isrii' wa 'l-mi'riij ,
notable for its illustrations.

Muzej Bosanske Krajine (Museum of Bosanska Krajina)

V uka Karadzica bb
78000 Banja Luka
Tel. 078-35 486
Status: Museum library
Conditions of access: Appointment not essential, but advance notice
would be helpful.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 07.00-14.30.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 10 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish).
Description of collection: This uncatalogued collection includes a fine
engrossed sample of Lugat-i NI'METULLAH done by the calligrapher
(ABDULLAH BIN MUl;lAMMAD QARA-BEK-ZADE from Livno.
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Narodna i Univerzitetska Biblioteka (Public and University
Library " Petar Kocic")

Mose Pijade 12A
78000 Banja Luka
Tel. 078-34 656
Conditions of access: Open to the public, Monday-Friday, 08.00-

18.00; Saturday, 08.00-12.00 .
Total number of Islamic MSS: 53 (41 Arabic; 2 Persian; 10 Turkish) .
Published catalogue:
1990. Zbirka orijentalnih rukopisa Narodne i univerzitetske bib­
lioteke " Petar Kocic " u Banjoj Luci [Collection of oriental
manuscripts of the Public and University Library "Petar Kocic" in
Banja Luka) . By SALIH TRAKo. Baltina, Banja Luka, 1990,
pp.311-332.

FOJNICA

Franjevackj Samostan "Sveti Duh" (Franciscan Monastery
" Sveti Duh")

71270 Fojnica
Date of establishment: first part of 19th century
Status: Christian (Roman Catholic) monastic library
Conditions of access: Appointment required.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 9 (2 Arabic; 7 Turkish).
Published catalogue:
1988. See above Union Catalogue by BOSKOV, pp. 115 - 126.
Uncatalogued collection: The Arabic MSS are not catalogued.

GRADACAC

Zavicajni Muzej Gradacac (Homeland Museum)

76250 Gradacac
Status: Local mu seum
Conditions of access: Appointment required.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 35 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish).
Published catalogue:
1982. Orijentalni rukopisi Zavicajnog Muzeja u Gradaccu
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[Oriental MSS of Homeland Museum in Gradacac]. By M.
MULAOMEROVIC . Glasnik Vrhovnog Islamskog Starjehnstoa, 45 i, 1982,
pp.63-68.

This list of 35 MSS does not give standard details of authors and
titles, but does provide some useful information about the history of
the city of Gradacac.

JANJA

Alija SadikoviC Collection

K16
75000 Tuzla
Tel. 075-21 47 33
Status: Private collection
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 100 (Arabic ; Bosnian; Persian;
Turkish) .

LIVNO

Franjevacki Samostan "Gorica" (Franciscan Monastery
"Corica")

Bratstva i jedinstva bb
80101 Livno
Tel. 080-22 764
Status: Christian (Roman Catholic) monastic library
Conditions of access: Appointment required.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 14 (7 Arabic; 7 Turkish).
Published catalogue:
1988. See above Union Catalogue by BOSKOV, pp. 127 -132 .
Uncatalogued collection : The Arabic MSS are not catalogued. Three of
them are Qur'iins .

MOSTAR

Arhiv Hercegovine (Herzegovina Archives)

Trg 1. maja 105
88000 Mostar
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Tel. 088-31 323
Date of establishment: 1954
Status: Public archives
Conditions of access: Appointment not essential , but advance notice
would be helpful.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 07 .00-14.30 .
Total number of IslamicMSS: 776 (574 Arabic; 4 Bosnian; 31 Persian;
167 Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1976. Djela Mustafe Ejubovica (Sejh juje) i Ibrahim efendije
Opijaca koja se nalaze u Arhivu Hercegovine u Mostaru [Literary
works by MUSTAFA EjUBOVIC (SHAYH YUYo) and IBRAHIM EFENDI
OPIjAC which are kept in the Archives of Herzegovina in Mostar] .
By HIVZIjA HASANDEDIC. Anali Gazi Husreo-begoue biblioteke, 4, 1976,
pp. 57 -68.

Detailed description of 18 Arabic MSS .

1976. Djela i kraci sastavi Muslimana BiH koji su napisani na
orijentalnim jezicima i koji se nalaze u Arhivu Hercegovine u
Mostaru [The works and brief essays written in oriental languages
by Bosnian and Herzegovinan Muslims which are kept in the
Archi ves of Herzegovina in Mostar]. By H. HASANDEDIC . Anali Gazi
Husreo-begooe biblioteke, 4-,1976, pp . 117-130.

Describes 23 MSS without titles.
The same article was translated into Turkish and published in

Turk Diinyasi Arasttrmalan Dergisi, 1980, pp. 73 -90.

1977. Katalog arapskih, turskih i perzijskili rukopisa. Fihris al-makhtiudt
al-CArabrya toa-'1- Turkiya wa- 'l-Fiirisiya . [Catalogue of the Arabic,
Turkish and Persian manuscripts.] By HIVZIJA HASANDEDIC.
Mostar: Arhiv Hercegovine, 1977 , 330pp.

A very detailed catalogue giving full titles and names of authors,
dates of composition, names of scribes, styles of script, dates and
places of copying, incipits and indexes, with introduction in English
and Arabic.

Describes 756 MSS (564 Arabic; 4 Bosnian; 30 Persian; 158
Turkish) .

Uncatalogued collection: 20 MSS are not catalogued.
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Eranjevaeki Provincijalat (Franciscan Provincialate)

97

Matije Gupca 14
88000 Mostar
Tel. 088-32 853
Date of establishment: 1934
Status: Ecclesiastical library
Conditions of access: Appointment not essential , but advance not ice
would be helpful.
Total number ofIslamic MSS: 376 (224 Arabic; 3 Bosnian-2 in Arabic
script, 1 in roman ; 13 Persian; 136 Turkish) .
Description ofcollection: For a general survey of this substantial collec­
tion, see:
1968 - 69. Orijentalna zbirka Provincijalata hercegovackih fran­
jevaca. By H . HASANDEDIC . Glasnik Arhiva i Drultoa Arhivskih Radnika
Bosne i Hercegouine, 8-9, 1968-69, pp. 15-20.
Publ ished catalogues:
1982. Nekoliko rukopisa iz orijentalne zbirke Provincijalata
hervegovackih franjevaca u Mostaru. (Several manuscripts from the
oriental collection in the Franciscan Provincialate in Mostar.) By
HIVZIJA HASANDEDIC . Anali Gazi Husreo-begoue Biblioteke, 7 -8, 1982,
pp . 161-176.

Includes facsimiles.

1988. The Turkish MSS are included in the Union Catalogue by
Bosxov (see abo ve) , pp . 21-90.

Unpublished catalogue: Internal catalogue prepared by H .
HASANDEDIC .

Hasandedic Hivzija Collection

M . Tita 104
88000 Mostar
Tel. 088-21-081
Status: Private collection
Conditions of access: Appointment necessary.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 10 (7 Arabic; 3 Turkish) .
Published catalogues:
1990. Rukopisi moj e biblioteke [MSS in my Library]. By HIVZIJA
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H ASAND EDIC. Islam ska M isao, 1990 , pp . 32-34.
All M SS describ ed , with full information about titles and authors ,

and remarks on points of interest.

Kajtaz Collection

M USTAFA KAJTAZ
] NA 8, Gose Ilica 15
88000 Mostar
Tel. 088-38-054
Status: Private collection
Total number of Islamic MSS: 30 (Arabic; Persian ; Turkish).

Zavicajni Muzej Hercegovine (H omeland Museum of
H erzegovina)

Marsala Tita 160
88000 Mostar
T el. 088-39 662
Date of establishment: 195 0

Status: M useum collection
Conditions of access: Advance notice would be helpful.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 07.00-15 .00 .
Total number of Islamic MSS: 34 (21 Arabic ; 14 Turkish).
Published catalog ue:

1978. Nekoliko rukopisa iz orijentalne zbirke Zavicajnog Muzeja
Hercegovine u M ostaru [Several manuscripts from the Oriental col­
lection in the Homeland Museum in Mostar]. By H . HASANDEDIC .
A nali Gazi Husreo-beqooe biblioteke, 5 -6 , 1978, pp . 181-186.

Describ es 6 MSS (5 Arabic ; 1 Turkish).
Unpublished catalogue: There is an int ernal catalogue .

POCITELJ

Ali Efendi ResuloviC Library

c/o Prof. ZULFIKAR RESULOVIC
Bul. Veljka Vlahovica
88300 Pocitelj
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Tel. 088-80-494
Status: Private collection
Conditions of access: Appointment necessary.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4 (Arabic).
Description of collection: The collection comprises MSS of Munyat al­
musalli, Mukhtasar AL-QuDuRI and two other incomplete works of
fiqh and Hadith,
Published catalogues:
1986. Biblioteka Ali-efendije Resulovica u Pocitelju [Library of Ali­
Efendi Resulovic] . By H. HASANDEDIC . Islamska Misao, 90 - 91,
1986, pp. 22 - 23.

SARAJEVO

Arhiv Bosne i Hercegovine (Archives of Bosnia and Herzegovina)

Save Kovacevica 6
71000 Sarajevo
Tel. 071-21 36 57
Date of establishment: 1947
Status: Public archives
Conditions of access: Open to the public, Monday - Friday, 7.30-

14.30.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 6.
Description of collection: See
1980. Article by LEJLA GAZIC listed under Union Catalogues above .

Ghazi Husrev-bey Library

Pariske komune 7
71000 Sarajevo
Tel. 071-53 45 21
Date of establishment: 1537
Conditions of access: Appointment not essential, but advance notice
would be helpful.

Opening hours : Monday- Friday, 08.00-14.30 .
Total number of Islamic MSS: 9,048 .
Description of collection: This is the oldest existing Islamic library in
Bosnia. During the period 1867 - 1990 it expanded greatly owing to
the transfer of many other private and waqflibraries from different
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parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The most famous of these are the
KANTAMIRI Library; the MEHMED HANDZHS Library; the OSMAN A.
SOKOLOVIC Library; the KARAGOZ-BEY Library; the Ed::1 IBRAHIM­
PASA Library (see Elci Hadzi Ibrahim-pasin vakuf u Travniku, by
AUjA BEjTIC , El HidaJe, 5,1942, pp . 169-179; 227 - 240; 276- 288).

The library has had its own periodical, Anali Gazi Husreu-begooe
biblioteke, since 1972.
Published catalogues:
1934. Nekoliko dragocjenih rukopisa u Karadjozbegovoj biblioteci
u Mostaru [Several valuable MSS from the KARAGOZ-BEY Library
in Mostar]. By MEHMED HANDZIC. Glasnik Vrhovnog IslamskogStarje­
Hnstoa, 2 xii, 1934, pp. 633-636.

6 autographs of Bosnian writers, 6 transcribed works of Bosnian
writers, 1 medical anthology, 2 works from Franciscan Provincialate
of Herzegovina. The Karagoz-bey Library was relocated in 1950
and now belongs to the Ghazi Husrev-bey Library.

1944. Popis orijentalnih medicinskih knjiga moje knjisnice [List of
oriental medical books in my library]. By OSMAN A. SOKOLOVIC.
Narodna Uzdanica: kalendar 1945, Sarajevo, 1944, pp. 111-122 .

40 medical MSS. This library also now belongs to the Ghazi
Husrev-bey Library .

1951-1953. Katalog arapskih, perzijskili i turskilt rukopisa [Catalogue
of the Arabic, Persian and Turkish Manuscripts]. By HAZIM
SABANOVIC. Sarajevo (Anex to Glasnik Vrhotmog Islamskog
StarJesinstva) .

Describes 205 MSS, mainly Qur-ans.

1961. Gazi Husrev-begova biblioteka u Sarajevu i neki njeni vazniji
orijentalni rukopisi [Ghazi Husrev-bey Library in Sarajevo and
some of its most important oriental manuscripts]. By KASIM
DOBRACA. Glasnik Vrhounog Islamskog Starjeiinstua, 12 iv - vi, 1961,
pp. 144-151.

1963 - 1979. Gazi Husrev-begova Biblioteka u Sarajevu. Katalog
arapskih, turskili i perzijskih rukopisa. Fihris al-makhtiudt al-CArabrya wa­
'l-Turkiya wa- 'l-Fdrisiya. Catalogue of the Arabic, Turkish and Persian
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manuscripts. Vols. I-II. By KASIM DOBRAcA, Sarajevo: Starjesinstvo
Islamske Vjerske Zajednice za SR Bosnu i Hercegovinu. 2 vols.
XXXII + 607 + 20pp . + 15 plates; XXVII + 1047pp. + 20 plates.

A very detailed classified catalogue, giving full titles, authors'
names, scribes ' names, styles of script, dates & places of copying,
significant colophons, incipits . Indexes of titles and authors. Includes
3,208 titles (2,590 Arabic, 33 Persian, 585 Turkish) in 1,957
volumes . Vol. I covers encyclopaedic works (dii)irat al-ma(iirij) ,
Qur)ans & Qur)anic sciences , Hadith; dogmatics ('aqii)id) and
prayers & invocations (ad'rya & adhkiir); Vol. II coversfiqh. Vol. III
by ZEJNIL FAJIC, awaiting publication, will include a further 670
MSS on ethics (akhliiq) and homiletics (maw(i~a).

1972. Iluminirani rukopisi u Gazi Husrev-begovoj biblioteci.
(Manuscripts of great value in Ghazi Husrev-bey's Library.) By
ISMET RIZVIC . Anali GaziHusreu-begoue Biblioteke, 1, 1972, pp. 75 - 90.
16 photographic illustrations.

Describes some illuminated Qur)ans and illustrated copies of the
Diviin-i IfAFI:?

1982. Orijentalni medicinski rukopisi u Gazi Husrev-begovoj
biblioteci. (Oriental medical manuscripts in Ghazi Husrev-beg
Library .) By KASIM DOBRACA. Anali Gazi Husreo-begoue Biblioteke,
7-8, 1982, pp . 57 -76.

Detailed description of 43 MSS (10 Arabic , 32 Turkish, 1
Persian).

1982. Bajtarname-orijentalne veterinarske knjige . (Bajtarnames
-Oriental veterinary books .) By FEJZULAH HADZIBAJRIC. Anali
Gaziu Husreo-begoue Biblioteke, 7 - 8, 1982, pp . 77 -88 .

Gives details of 7 MSS .

1985. Rukopisi djela Sejha Juje u Gazi Husrevbegovoj biblioteci
[SHAYKH YUYO'S works in manuscripts of Ghazi Husrev-bey
Library] . By MUSTAFA JAHIC. Anali Gazi Husreo-begooe Biblioteke,
11-12,1985 , pp . 39-54.

Describes 26 MSS; 13 of them are autograph copies .
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1987. Biblioteka Abdulah-Efendije Kantamirije . (The library of
ABDULLAN-EFFENDI KANTAMIRI.) By ZEJNIL FAJIC. Anali Gazi Husreo­
begove Biblioteke, 13-14, 1987, pp. 15-36.

Gives titles, descriptions of content, authors (with dates of death) ,
scribes, dates of copying.

1987. Rukopisi Mehmeda Handsica u Gazi Husrev-begovoj bib­
liote ci. (Manuscripts of MEHMED HANDZIC in Ghazi Husrevbeg
Library.) By OSMAN LAVIC. Anali Gazi Husreu-begooe Biblioteke,
13-14,1987, pp . 37-51.

Details of 16 MSS (autographs, probably unique) , with 10 origi­
nal and 13 transcribed works in Arabic.

Unpublished catalogues:
1951- . Inuentar rukopisa Gazi Husreo-begooe Biblioteka. Series of hand­
written accessions registers. See BIRNBAUM (Union Catalogues
above) , p. 519.

1979 - . Privremeniprofis rukopis. Temporary accessions register. See
ibid.

Historijski Arhiv Grada Sarajeva (H istorical Archives of Sarajevo
City)

Koturova 3
71000 Sarajevo
Tel. 071-53 69 67
Status: Public archives
Conditions of access: Appointment not essential, but advance notice
would be helpful.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 08.00-14.00 .
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1,762 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish).
Description of collection: See
1962. Orijentalna zbirka Arhiva grada Sarajeva [The Oriental col­
lection of the Archives of Sarajevo City]. By R. HAJDAROVIC. Glasnik
Arhiva i Druitua Arhivskih Radnika Bosne i Hercegovine , 2, 1962, pp.
101-112 .
Published catalogues:
1987. Rjecnici u rukopisima na orijentalnimjezicima u Istorijskom
Arhivu grada Sarajeva [Dictionaries in oriental MSS of the His-
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torical Archives of Sarajevo City]. By SEJDALIJA GUSI<S. Glasnik
Arhiva i Druitoa Arhivskih Radnika Bosne i Hercegooine, 27, 1987, pp.
135-138.

Describes 30 dictionaries (11 Arabic-Turkish, 3 Turkish-Serbo­
croatian, 3 Turkish-Arabie-Persian, 3 Persian-Turkish, 3 Arabic­
Greek-Persian, 1 Arabic-Arabic, 1 Arabic-German, 1 Serbo­
croatian-Turkish-French, 1 Turkish words in Serbocroatian).
Unpublished catalogue: An internal catalogue has been compiled by
RASIH HAJDAROVIC.

Mahmutcehajid Collection

RUSMIR MAHMUTCEHAJIC
Voje Dokica 15
71000 Sarajevo
Tel. 071-45 95 37
Status: Private collection
Conditions of access: Appointment necessary.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 35 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish) .
Description of collection: These uncatalogued MSS are mainly
Qur)ans.

Muzej Grada Sarajeva (City Museum of Sarajevo)

Svetozara Markovica 54
71000 Sarajevo
Tel. 071-53 55 86
Status : Museum collection
Conditions of access : Advance notice would be helpful.

Opening hours : Monday- Friday, 07.00-14.30.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 20 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish) .
Description of collection: See
1980. Article by LEJLA Gxzrc listed under Union Catalogues above.

Narodna i Univerzitetska Biblioteka Bosne i Hercegovine
(National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina)

Obala 42
71000 Sarajevo
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Tel. 071-21 7844
Conditions of access: Advance notice would be helpful.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 08.00-18.00.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 478.
Published catalogues:
1970. Orijentalna rukopisna djela domacih autora u Narodnoj bib­
lioteci Bosne i Herccgovine [The works of domestic authors in orien­
tal manuscripts in the National and University Library of Bosnia
and Herzegovina]. By MAHMUD TRALjlc. Bibliotekarstvo, 16 iv, 1970,
pp.55-64.

Ten manuscripts whose authors were natives of Bosnia and Her­
zegovina (HASAN KAFI PRUSCAK, MUSTAFA EjUBOVIC, SEjH YUYO,
ZIYAUDDIN AHMAD AL-MoSTARI, ISMAIL ABDULKARIM AL-TRAWNIKI,
SUDI AL-BoSNAWI, HASAN QA)IMI and MUSTAFA TABAKovlc).
Unpublished catalogues: There is an accessions register of MSS, begun
in 1964. See BIRNBAUM (Union Catalogues above), p. 522.

Orijentalni Institut (Institute of Oriental Studies)

Vcljka Cubrilovica 5/Ill
71000 Sarajevo
Tel. 071-26-463
Date of establishment: 1950
Conditions of access: Advance notice would be helpful.

Opening hours: Monday - Friday, 07 .30 - 15.00.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 5,263.
Description of collection: 3,475 MSS were the property of the Land
Museum (Zemaljskih Muzej) in Sarajevo before the Institute was
established. Later the Institute bought 1,788 MSS, mostly from pri­
vate sources in various parts of Yugoslavia.
Published catalogues:
1942. Arapski, perzijski i turski rukopisi Hrvatskih Zemaljskih
Muzeja u Sarajevu [Arabic, Persian and Turkish MSS of the Croa­
tian Land Museum in Sarajevo]. By FEHIM SPAHO. Sarajevo, 1942 .
IX + 107pp.

Describes 203 MSS (155 Arabic, 3 Persian, 45 Turkish). Indexes
prepared by HAZIM SABANOVIC.

1975. Rukopisna zbirka Orijentalnog Instituta u Sarajevu. (The
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manuscript collection of the Institute of Oriental Studies of Sara­
jevo.) By SALIH TRAKO and LEjLA GAZI<~ . Prilozi za Orijentalnu Filo­
logiJu, 25 , 1975, pp. 27 - 43.

A survey of the manuscript collection, classifying the works in 20
main scholarly disciplines according to their contents.

1977. Pet starih manuskripata iz zbirke Orijentalnog Instituta u
Sarajevu . (Five old manuscripts from the collection of the Institute
of Oriental Studies in Sarajevo.) By SALIH TRAKO . Priloziza Orijen­
talnu Filologiju , 27,1977 , pp. 247-275.

Deals with the following works: Al-jiimi' al-Saghir by SHAYBANI,
copied 549/1154; Commentary on Al-fiimi by AL-'ATTABI, copied
613/1216; Al-Nawiizil by AL-SAMARQANDI, copied 413/1023;
Mukhtalaf al-Riwiiya by MUI;lAMMAD AL-SINHAjI, 654/1256-it is be­
lieved that this MS. is an autograph-and Fatiiwii 'l-Khassi by AL­
KHWARIZMI, copied 625/1228.

1982 - 83 . Katalog rukopisa iz medicine , farmakologije i higijene u
Orijentalnom Institutu u Sarajevu . (A catalog of manuscripts in
medicine, pharmacology, hygiene and sexology at the Oriental In­
stitute of Sarajevo.) By SALIH TRAKO . Prilozi za Orijentalnu Filologiju ,
32-33,1982-1983, pp. 199-265.

A very detailed catalogue of 101 MSS (81 Turkish , 20 Arabic),
giving full title and author, name of scribe, style of script , date and
place of copying, incipit, explicit, indexes.

1986. Katalog perzijskih rukopisa Orijentalnog Instituta u
Sarajevu. [Catalogue of the Persian manuscripts in the Oriental
Institute of Sarajevo.] By SALIH TRAKO. Sarajevo : Orijentalni In­
stitut (Posebna Izdanja, 12.) 268pp. Facsims .

A very detailed catalogue giving full title and author, subjects,
date of composition, name of scribe, style of script , date and place
of copying, incipit, explicit; indexes of titles , authors, scribes, owners,
geographical names, other names. 464 MSS in total.

1990. Lijepa knjizevnost u manuskriptima Orijentalnog Instituta u
Sarajevu. (Belles-Iettres manuscripts possessed by the Institute of
Oriental Studies in Sarajevo-Diwans.) By LEjLA GAZI<S . Prilozi za
Orijentalnu Filologij'u, 40, 1990, pp. 79-90.
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Unpublished catalogue:
1975 - . Inventar rukopisa. Handwritten accessions register. See
BIRNBAUM (Union Catalogues above), p. 520. Gives basic informa­
tion on authors, titles and scribes.

Sabrihafizovie Library (Mehmed Solbat Library)

ATA SABRIHAFIZOVIC
Remzije Ornanovic Cikma 16
71000 Sarajevo
Tel. 071-53 1997
Status: Private library
Conditions of access: Appointment necessary.
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 74 (42 Arabic; 4 Persian; 28 Turkish).
Description oj collection: Notable MSS include Diiodn J:IAQRAT (ALI,
Tafsir-i KAsHIFI and Al-jami' al-Saghir.
Unpublished catalogue: There is an internal inventory.

Zavod za Zastitu Zdravlja (Institute for Health Protection)

Marsala Tita 7
71000 Sarajevo
Tel. 071-21 7844
Status: Institute library
Conditions oj access: Advance notice would be helpful.

Opening hours : Monday-Friday, 08.00-15 .00.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 48 (8 Arabic; 40 Turkish) .
Published catalogues:
1961. Jedna sarajevska zbirka tursko-arapskih rukopisa [A collec­
tion of Turkish-Arabic manuscripts in Sarajevo] . By Bozo MILADI­
NOVIC. Bibliotekarstvo, 1, 1961, pp. 17-21 ; 2, pp. 64-66.

A list with basic information about titles , authors , scribes, etc .

STOLAC

Habiba Mehmedbajiic Collection

88360 Stolac
Status: Private collection
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Conditions of access: Appointment necessary.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 50 (39 Arabic; 2 Persian; 9 Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1985. Rukopisna zbirka Habibe Mehmedbasic iz Stoca
[Manuscripts collection of Habiba Mehmedbasic from Stolac] . By
FEHIM NAMETAK . Anali Gazi Husreu-begoue Biblioteke, 11-12 , 1985,
pp. 181-200.

TESANJ

Ceman Mustafa Collection

MUSTAFA <.SEMAN

74260 Jelah (TeSanj)
Status: Private collection
Conditions of access: Appointment necessary.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 8 (5 Arabic; 3 Turkish).

The MSS are not catalogued.

Narodna Biblioteka "Hasan Kikic" ("Hasan Kikic" Public
Library)

74260 TeSanj
Tel. 074-75 05 58
Status: Public library
Conditions of access: Appointment not essential.

Opening hours : Monday-Friday, 08.00-18.00;
Saturday, 08.00-14.00.

Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 80 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish).
No catalogue or inventory.

TRAVNIK

Arhiv Srednje Bosne (Archives of Central Bosnia)

Skolska 8
72270 Travnik
Tel. 072-81 33 13
Date of establishment: 1954
Status: Public archives
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Conditions of access: Advance notice would be helpful.
Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 07 .30-15.00 .

Total number of Islamic MSS: 131 (97 Arabic; 3 Persian; 31 Turkish).
Unpublished catalogue: The MSS are registered in an internal, unpub­
lished, inventory .

TUZLA

Istorijski Arhiv Tuzla (Historical Archives of Tuzla)

M. Pijade 13
75000 Tuzla
Tel. 075-33-516
Date of establishment: 1954­
Status: Public archives
Conditions of access: Advance notice would be helpful.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 07 .30-15.00.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 22 (12 Arabic; 10 Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1990. Orijentalna zbirka 1578 -1936: analitiiki inuentar [Oriental Col­
lection 1578 - 1936: analytical inventory]. By NERMINA Hoozrc.
Sarajevo: Drustvo arhivskih radnika Bosne i Hercegovine; Tuzla:
Regionalni istorijski arhiv, 1990 . 52pp.

The description of the MSS (pp. 38 - 4-0) is very poor-no infor­
mation about authors, titles, etc.

VISOKO

Franjevacki Samostan (Franciscan Monastery)

71300 Visoko
Tel. 071-73 12 77
Date of establishment: 1882
Status: Christian (Roman Catholic) monastic library
Conditions of access: Appointment necessary.
Total number of IslamicMSS: 89 (54 Arabic; 2 Bosnian; 2 Persian; 31
Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1988. The Turkish and Bosnian MSS are catalogued by BOSKOV:

see Union Catalogues above.
Unpublished catalogue: The MSS are listed in an internal catalogue.
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INDIVIDUAL COLLECTION

SALVADOR (Bahia)

Arquivo Publico do Estado da Bahia

Ladeira de Quintas , 50, Baixa de Quintas, 40320 Salvador - Bahia
Status: Public archives
Total number oj Islam ic MSS: 30 (Arabic) .
Description oj collection: These documents were used as criminal evi­
dence against some " males" (Muslim black slaves in Brazil), ac­
cused of conspiracy and rebellion in 1835 . The reason for keeping
them up to the present day is that they are part of the documentation
of the proceedings of the trial. The documents, written in Arabic,
have religious contents, including transcriptions of parts of the
Qur'an, invocations and prayers, as well as handwriting exercises.
They are written in the 'Qayrawari ' style of script, originating in the
Maghrib and used by the people of West Africa . The MSS are
grouped in three classes: A) Qur'anic texts (9 MSS); B) prayers (8);
C) miscellaneous (9 Talismans, 2 handwriting exercises, 2 unintel­
ligible).

The conditions in which these MSS are kept are very unsatisfacto­
ry. They are packed in bundles with many other documents of
different kinds, wrapped in thick paper and stored in a non­
acclimatised room, exposed to the damaging effects of heat and hu­
midity. Handling of the documents could seriously damage them.
Published catalogues:
1966 - 68. as documentos arabes do Arquivo do Estado da Bahia.
By ROLF REICHERT. Ajro-Asia, 2-3, 1966, pp. 169-176; 4- 5, 1967,
pp. 107 -112; 6 - 7, 1968, pp. 127-132 . Re-published separately in
1970 (see below).

1967. Analyse des 25 documents arabes des Males de Bahia (1835).
By VINCENT MaNTElL. Bulletin de l'Institut Fondamental d'Afrique Noire ,
serie B: Sciences Humaines, 29,1967, pp . 88-98.

1970. as documentos drabes do Arquivo do Estado da Bahia. By ROLF
REICHERT. [Salvador:] Universidade Federal da Bahia, Centro de
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Estudos Afro-Orientais (Publicacao do Centro, 9).
Re-publication of 1966-68 articles (see above), with additional

observations on Monteil's 1967 analysis. Includes facsimiles, tran­
scriptions and translations (Portuguese), with notes on script and
content.
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INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

BANDARSERIBEGAWAN

Brunei Museum

Library of the Brunei Museum.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 110 (a few Arabic; the rest Malay) .
Description of collection: The majority of the MSS are Malay in jawi
script, but a few are in Arabic, which deal with Arabic grammar and
theology. Only 50 - 55 MSS have titles. The rest fall into the
categories of: (a) originally untitled; (b) the title may be present
somewhere in the MS., but not at the head; (c) ifit possesses a title,
there is reason to doubt its accuracy.

In the case of the titled MSS, some of the titles given have been
proved wrong (sec Mat Piah & Hamid, in bibliographical appen­
dix).

As is also the case of the DBP collection (below) , many of the titled
MSS, especially on literature, are not found in other known collec­
tions of Malay MSS. A similar significance may be claimed for this
collection. This collection covers at least the following fields : Theol­
ogy (Cilm al-taiuhid and Usiil al-tlin); Qur)anic sciences; Hadith
sciences; Arabic grammar; Life of the Prophet; jurisprudence
(dealing with such themes as worship, marriage , divorce, ~ajj,Jih1id,

and commerce) ; Sufism (Sufi psychology, Sufi ethics, the Qadiriya
Order, Sufi spirituality); ethics (ethical philosophy, moral virtues) ;
interpretation of dreams; medical ethics ; traditional Islamic Malay
medicine; litanies , orisons; spiritual matters; history (history of
Brunei Sultanate, history of Shari-a laws in Brunei, Brunei 's inter­
national trade agreements); literature (narratives , epics , poetry,
heroic Muslim battles) .

A good number of the MSS are photocopies of originals found in
the collection at the Office of Brunei Islamic Religious Affairs
(Pejabat Hal Ehwal Agama Islam Brunei) and in the DBP collec­
tion; some were hand-copied from originals belonging to private col­
lections. As in the DBP collection, many of the MSS are not dated;
the dated ones are all from late 18th century onwards. Most of the
MSS are in j awi script.

Many of the MSS have not been edited or studied. This collection
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is in a slightly better physical condition than the DBP collection,
thanks to preservation work that has been undertaken. MSS with
loose pages have been bound with good quality covers. Generally,
the MSS have been kept in conditions that meet international re­
quirements for the keeping of manuscripts (especially requirements
pertaining to manuscript arrangement and room temperature).
Published catalogues: Not available.
Unpublished catalogues: See Mat Piah, H. & Hamid, 1. (in bib­
liographical appendix).

The only information available is a chronological list of dates of
entry of MSS into the Museum collection (ref. Brunei Museum).

The Brunei Royal Family Collection

It is known that a considerable number of invaluable Malay MSS
are in the possession of the Sultan of Brunei and the Brunei Royal
Family. No description of the collection is available at present.

Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka Brunei (DBP)

Status: Brunei's Language and Literary Centre.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 135 (Malay) .
Description ofcollection: Only 35 - 40 MSS have titles. The rest fall into
the following categories: (a) originally untitled; (b) title may be
found in one of the pages of the MS., but the MS. itself has not been
titled; (c) the physical condition of the MSS makes it almost impos­
sible to establish whether they were originally titled or not. In the
case of the titled MSS, there is reason to doubt the accuracy of some
of the titles. Many of the titled MSS are not found in other known
collections of Malay MSS. This points to one significant fact: A
good number of the MSS comprise literary works that are unique
to Brunei's cultural milieu and history. This collection covers at
least the following fields: jurisprudence (fiqh) , dealing with such
subjects as prayer, marriage, etc.; theology (Cilm al-taiohidand Usiil
aI-din); epistemology; Sufi ethics; eschatology; litanies, odes; litera­
ture on the Prophet's nocturnal ascension (miCraj); literature (narra­
tives, short stories, poetry); historiography.

Many of the MSS are not dated; some of them arc later copies of
the original. However, as far as we know, practically all these MSS
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are from recent centuries, namely 18th century onwards. Most of
the MSS are hand-written in Jawi (Malay-Arabic) script. As far as
the subject matter is concerned, many of the MSS, both titled and
untitled, have not yet been studied and edited . The MS. entitled
Syair Awang Semaun, consisting of 9 copies in various versions
(DBP.050-058), may be classified as a work on historiography . It
may be also a significant literary work in that it deals with the
genealogy of the Brunei Sultanate, written in beautiful poetic verses.

This collection is not in good physical shape . Most of the MSS
appear to be in the same unsatisfactory, original condition as when
they were first collected. Apparently, the MSS have been left un­
tended all this time, and no preservation work is known to have been
carried out. Quite a number of the MSS.have their pages torn, espe­
cially at the beginning and the end. Some parts of the torn pages are
missing. The paper shows signs of deterioration. In fact, some of the
pages are deteriorating into dust, and paper-eating pests are to be
found in some of the MSS copies . In short, ifno action is taken soon
to improve upon their physical condition, these MSS will be perma­
nently lost.
Published catalogues: No published catalogue is available.
Unpublished catalogues: MAT PIAH, HARUN & HAMID, ISMAIL, Kajian
dan Dokumentasi Manuskrip-Manuskrip Melayu dalam Koleksi Brunei,
Projek UKM 39/82.

There is a chronological list of dates of entry of MSS into the DBP
collection (ref. DBP Brunei) .

Office of Islamic Religious Affairs of Brunei (Library)

Total number of Islamic MSS: not known.
Description of collection: The MSS are mostly Malay in J awi script.
The collection covers at least the following subjects : jurisprudence
(fiqh); theology (Cilm al-tatohid and Usid al-dZn); worship (prayers,
Friday sermons and '1d prayers); Sufi practices (the Qadiriya
Order); religious songs (nash'id); religious poems; stories of
prophets; eschatology.

The dated MSS are all from recent centuries, that is, from 18th­
century onwards. The physical condition of this collection is com­
parable with that of the DBP collection. Efforts should be made to
improve the overall condition of the MSS.
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Published catalogues: Not available.
Unpublished catalogues: Not available.

Pusat Sejarah (Brunei's Historical Centre)

An unknown number ofMSS are also located here. But no descrip­
tion of the collection is available at present.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

Mat Piah, Harun & Hamid, Ismail, Kajian dan Dokumentasi
Manuskrip-Manuskrip Melayu dalam Koleksi Brunei, the National
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UNION CATALOGUES

Bulgarian orientalists are concerned with the preparation of a
"Union Catalogue of Oriental Manuscripts Containing Data on the
Balkans" and a "Union Catalogue of Oriental Manuscripts Copied
in the Balkan Territory". The initiative for this work was taken up
by the group for Oriental manuscripts at the International Center
for Information on the Sources of the Balkan and Mediterranean
History (CIBAL). The fulfilment of this enormous task presupposes
a perusal of all existing catalogues of Oriental manuscripts with the
aim of tracing titles in which there is some information concerning
the Balkans. Foreign cooperation in the fulfilment of this task would
be welcomed. See:
1988. Une initiative louable. By ST. KENDEROVA. Etudes balkaniques,
2, 132-134.

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

PLOVDIV

Ivan Vazov Public Library

ul. N .Y . Vaptsarov 17
4000 Plovdiv
Tel.: 22 29 15
Date of establishment: 1879
Status: Public library
Conditions ofaccess: All categories and age groups of readers; creden­
tials from the reader's institute are required for the collections of
manuscripts and documents.

Opening hours: 08.00-20.00; Sundays 08.00-16.00.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 107 (74 Arabic; 1 Persian; 18 Turkish;
10 collections (majmuCa) including works in Arabic and Turkish; 4
diglot and polyglot dictionaries).
Description of collection: The Ivan Vazov Public Library is the second
largest library in Bulgaria. Of the 1.2 million library units that it
possesses , some 360 are volumes of manuscripts in Bulgarian,
Arabic, Turkish, Greek and other languages. Annual readership:
36,000.

The manuscripts are in a relatively good state of preservation and



124 BULGARIA-PLOVDIV

suitably stored. Thematically most of the codices (total 71) are relat­
ed to the Islamic religion in the broadest sense (among them two co­
pies of the Qur)an, four MSS on Hadith, three tafsir, etc .) . This
group includes the earliest dated copy of the collection-a
manuscript in Arabic from 854 AH / 1450 CE oA total of 15 codices
deal with legal matters. Arabic grammar is represented by nine
MSS; medicine by three in Arabic and one in Turkish. The diction­
aries of the collection are likewise interesting: Bulgarian-Greek­
Turkish-Arabic; Bulgarian-Turkish-Arabic; Turkish-Arabie-Per­
sian with illuminations; and Persian-Turkish. The latter is bound
together with two treatises on Persian grammar in Arabic. The first
two dictionaries are bound together with a letter-writing manual in
Turkish (inIa). Two separate codices, also in Turkish , deal with the
same topic.
Unpublished catalogues: The collection has not yet been catalogued,
but the manuscripts are listed in an inventory (or register) by year
and consecutive number of acquisition. The Islamic manuscripts
were either donated or bought in the period 1911-1985. The
descriptions try to identify the title of the work with , in some cases,
the name of the author, and give incomplete codicological particu­
lars of the manuscript and how it was acquired . The consultants
have had different levels of knowledge in this field.

RAZGRAD

State Archives

Holds Islamic MSS , uncatalogued.

RUSE

Museum of History

9 Septemvri 2, Ruse .
Tel. : 3-61-15
Date of establishment: 1904

Holds Islamic MSS , uncatalogued .



SHUMEN

Museum of History
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PI. Alexander Stamboliiski 2
Tel. : 5 7596
Date of establishment: 1857
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 650.
Description of collection: In addition to the above number of
manuscripts the Museum of History keeps about 1400 old printed
books in Arabic, Turkish and Persian and about 1280 in Bulgarian;
also some documents in Ottoman Turkish. Part of the acquisitions
came from the library of the Tombul mosque in Shumen ; other ac­
quisitions are donations or purchases by associates of the museum
in the town and in the district.

The construction of the mosque is associated with SERIF HAUL
PA~A , born in the village of Madara or Shumen . He made a brilliant
career as a statesman: a kethuda of the Grand Vizier (1149 AH / 1736
CE and 1156 AH /1743 CE) and Rumili asakirisagkol siiriiciuii (1150
AH / 1737 CE). He wrote verses and translated from Arabic and
Persian. SERIF HAUL PA~A provided the mosque with a medrese and
library . A special oakifname determined the services at the mosque
and how it should be used. He supplied the first books and made
donations, the most precious of which is Nuzhat al-mushtdqfi )khtiriiq
al-iifdq by ABU CABO ALLAH MUI;IAMMAO AL-IoRISI (493-560 AH /
1100-1165 CE) in a copy of 963 AH / 1556 CEo In 1952 the SS
Cyril and Methodius National Library in Sofia acquired it (OR
3198). The staff of the National Library's Oriental Department
have at various times worked on descriptions of the collection of
manuscripts. The National Library will carry out the disinfection
and restoration of those manuscripts which need such treatment,
and will study and describe them.

SOFIA

Elena and Ivan Dujcev Library

Ivan Dujcev Centre for Slavic-Byzantine Studies,
Sveti Kliment Ohridski University ,
ul . Znamenosets 18
1618 Sofia
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Tel.: 56 30 66. Fax: 46 35 89
Dateof establishment: 14 May 1986, the decision was taken by Sofia
University's Academic Council to execute the last will of Academi­
cian DUJCEV; official opening 23 - 25 September 1988.
Status: Academic research library
Conditions of access: Open to students, postgraduates, fellows,
specialists, lecturers and guest professors; foreign fellows need
credentials.

Opening hours: Monday to Friday, 09 .00 -18.00.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 76 codices, some of which are fragmen­
tary, (36 Arabic; 36 Turkish; 4 collections (majmu'a) in both lan­
guages); separate leaves (from 1 to 16) represent 90 other titles.
Description of collection: The books bequeathed by Academician IVAN
DUJCEV (DuIcHEv) (1907 -1986) comprise 30,000 library units , of
which about 500 are manuscripts in Slavonic, Greek and Oriental
languages. The collection continually increases its acquisitions by
buying or receiving donations-whole private libraries and collec­
tions, separate books and manuscripts. At the end of 1991 it num­
bers about 50,000 library units.

The Oriental collection of manuscripts is the product of Academi­
cian 1. DUjCEV'S original interest in Arabic. It sprang from his desire
to study accounts of Bulgarian history contained in mediaeval
Arabic records. Later he turned to Greek and Latin and became one
of the leading Bulgarian mediaeval scholars, member of 9 interna­
tional academies and universities. The texts of the Arabic
manuscripts deal with two topics in the main: grammar (13 codices
and 12 other titles in separate leaves) and Islamic religion in the
broadest sense of the word (17 codices, of which 8 are copies of the
Qur)an, and 22 other titles represented on separate leaves). The col­
lection includes also two MSS on logic and three on law.

Of the Turkish manuscripts, 13 are codices on Islamic religion;
13 titles on this topic are represented on separate leaves. Ten little
notebooks (defter) contain songs in Turkish, and there are about
14 titles on separate leaves. Two MSS deal with Arabic grammar
and there are leaves from another three titles. Law, medicine, as­
tronomy and the epistolary genre (inIa) are represented by single
MSS. The four collected MS. volumes (majmu'a) contain works in
Arabic and Turkish on religious topics. The collection contains only
two leaves in Persian (poetry). The earliest MS. is from 953 AH
(1546 CE)-a religious poem in Turkish , Muhammediyye by YAZICI
OGLU MEHMET (d. 855 AH / 1451 CE).
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Academician DUJcEv's Oriental collection contains several docu­
ments in Ottoman Turkish pertaining mainly to the history of
Belogradchik (a town in northwest Bulgaria), as well as printed liter­
ature in Turkish.
Published catalogues:
1988. Slaoyanski, gr"tski i orientalski rukopisi ot sbirkata na Tsent'ra za
slauyano-oizantilski prouchuaniya " Ivan Duicheo ", Compilers: A. DZHU­
ROVA, K . STANCHEV, S. KENDEROVA, B. KHRISTOVA, G. MINCHEV,
E . VELKOVSKA. Sofia: Boyana Church National Museum, 1988.
30pp. + 55 plates.

Exhibition catalogue. Nos . 96 -106 describe 11 Islamic manu­
scripts (5 on Arabic grammar; 2 on ritual prayers; one copy of the
Qur'an; one on dogmatics-all in Arabic; one religious poem in
Turkish and one " Insa" collection also in Turkish). The descrip­
tions contain: the title , the name of the author, synopsis of the work
and short codicological particulars of the manuscript.

1990. Acad. Ivan Duychev's Collection of Oriental Manuscripts
and Documents . By STOYANKA KENDEROVA. Annuaire de l'Unioersite
de Sofia " St. Kliment Ohridski", Centre des Recherches Slavobyzantines
"Ivan Dujcev". 1,1987 (1990) , pp . 329-334.

The volume contains the papers of a scholarly conference devoted
to the 80th anniversary of Academician DUJCEV in 1987. The
material surveys the major Oriental manuscripts and documents
from Academician DUJCEV'S private library.

Forthcoming. A thorough catalogue of the Centre's Oriental collec­
tion (manuscripts and documents) is being prepared by S.
KENDEROVA . It will be volume IV of III . Series Catalogorum.

ss. Cyril and Methodius National Library

Sofia, Bulgaria
Date of establishment: Library-l0 December 1878; the Oriental
Collections-1880
Status: State Public Library
Total number of IslamicMSS: 3,680 (ca . 3,060 Arabic; ca. 120 Persian ;
ca. 500 Turkish) .
Description of collection: The SS Cyril and Methodius National
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Library was established on 10 December 1878 as a public library in
Sofia. Its foundation at this historic moment bears witness to the
longing of the young Bulgarian state for a new economic, political
and cultural life. The Library is named after the two brothers Cyril
and Methodius who created the Slav-Bulgarian alphabet in 863.
This is the biggest academic public library in the country.

It provides scientific and methodical control for all libraries in the
country. It holds about 1.5 million documents in Bulgarian concern­
ing prominent Bulgarians and about 500,000 documents in
Ottoman-Turkish and approximately 3,000 in Arabic. These docu­
ments deal with the history of Bulgaria, the Balkan countries and the
Arab provinces of the Ottoman empire for the period between the
15th and the 20th century as well as with the relationship of the cen­
tral Ottoman authorities with the countries of Eastern and Western
Europe, Russia, Iran , etc. The National Library is the largest
manuscript centre in Bulgaria. It holds about 1,500 manuscripts in
the Slavic languages and about 3,680 in the Oriental languages.

The foundations of the Oriental collections were laid in 1880. In
1900 the collections were organized in the so-called Turkish Depart­
ment, which, in 1909, was renamed the Oriental Department. Its
official name today is Oriental Collections Department. The first
Oriental manuscripts received here were from the library of
MEJ:IMED HUSREV PASHA from the town of Samokov-2,485
volumes of manuscripts and early printed books in all. Later, in
1888, the book-stock was enriched with another 650 manuscripts
and early printed books from the library of OSMAN PAZVANO-OGLU
from the town of Vidin. After the manuscripts and books from his
library were received in Sofia in 1889 a Bulgarian-Turkish commis­
sion was formed . It handed over to the Turkish government 2,014
volumes and the remaining 650 were kept for the Public Library of
Sofia . The original catalogue of PAZVAND-OGLU'S library has re­
cently been found. It consists of 69 leaves with dimensions 465 x
175 mm and was compiled on 23 Dhu 'l-Hijja 1252 (March 31st,
1837) .2,211 manuscripts (2,390 volumes in all) and 73 early printed
books were described in it, all of them presented in 22 sections. A
paper on this catalogue and the questions it raises was presented by
Dr. ST. KENOEROVA at the Scientific session on the occasion of the
250th anniversary OfSOFRONIJ VRACHANSt<.I (1739 - 1813) held in the
town of Vratsa in 1989. The title of the paper is "The library of
OSMAN PAZVAND-OGLU at the time ofSofronij (according to a newly
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found inventory)" (the Acts of the conference are in press). These
are the two most numerous accessions of manuscripts. It is impos­
sible, however, to say even today what proportion of the collections
were manuscripts or were early printed books, for they have not
been properly studied yet.

During the following years the library received manuscripts (as
well as archival materials), found in state and municipal institutions
of many Bulgarian towns which were deserted by the former
Turkish authorities or by Turks who emigrated from the country.
Many manuscripts have been received as donations or through pur­
chase. This practice continues, for example, for the period from
1980 till the end of 1989 inclusive, the book-stock was enriched by
31 manuscripts in Arabic and Turkish mainly through purchase
from private owners. Of these 9 are copies of the Qur'an and three
of Inshii' in Turkish. By the end of October 1990 the total number
of manuscripts in the library amounted to 3,680 codices.

The Oriental manuscripts are preserved in separate store rooms
in the Library building itself; a building into which the Library was
moved in 1953. The store rooms are equipped for maintaining
proper climatic conditions.

They are in cardboard boxes to protect them from dust. On the
whole, they are in good physical condition. A few copies have been
damaged by humidity or book worm, and such MSS are periodically
handed over for restoration to the Scientific Laboratory for Conser­
vation and Restoration in the National Library, where they receive
disinfection, mechanical and chemical cleaning. Afterwards they are
restored (including the binding), and re-bound by a specialist. The
original binding is preserved where possible, but when it is greatly
damaged or is not present at all, the manuscripts are bound in
leather. During the period 1985-1990 (i.e. six years), 54 Oriental
MSS were restored. One of the five full copies in existence today of
the famous work of AL-IoRISI "Nuzhat al-rnushtaq IT 'khtiraq al­
afaq" was restored here in 1981 and is kept in the Library. The
restoration was necessary because the ink had a high acid content
and had damaged the leaves by yellowing the paper.

A considerable number of the manuscripts are copies (the auto­
graphs found up to now are isolated cases) in Arabic-about 3,060
codices. It should be noted, however, that a fairly large number of
the manuscripts kept at the National Library are majmii.{iit contain­
ing several (even tens of) works, preserved entirely or in fragments.
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Some are in mixed languages. The Arab manuscripts cover the fol­
lowing subjects: Qur'ans, ca . 115 copies; Qur'anic sciences, ca. 110
MSS; commentaries on the Qur'an; ca. 240 MSS; Hadith, ca. 200;
Islamic Law , ca. 620; dogmatics, ca . 260; prayers ca. 200; sermons,
ca. 300; philosophy, ca. 300 ; linguistics and grammar, ca. 950; his­
tory and biographies, ca. 80; geography, ca. 12; literature, ca. 60;
others (medicine , astronomy, mathematics, geometry, etc.) ca. 150
MSS.

The manuscripts in Turkish hold the second place numbering
about 500 codices . They cover the following subjects: Islamic
religion (tafsir, hadith , etc.) ca. 130 MSS ; Islamic Law, ca. 80 MSS ;
philosophy, ca. 20; linguistics and grammar, ca. 60; history and
biographies, ca. 60; literature, ca. 90; diplomatic (mainly lnsha') ca.
20; medicine , ca. 20; others (geography , astronomy, mathematics,
botany , encyclopaedias, etc .) ca. 70 MSS.

The collection of Persian manuscripts is the least numerous-it
consists of about 120 codices. Most of these are copies of literary
works (see more detailed description in the published Catalogue of
the Persian MSS) .

The manuscripts of the National Library are predominantly
copies dating from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries . It is
considered that the oldest dated copy in the collection is Tafsir from
458 Hijriya (1066 CE).

The attribution of the undated manuscripts written on European
paper is carried out mainly from analysis of their watermarks.

On the history of the Oriental Department and the setting-up of
its collections see:

1930. Istorija na Narodnata biblioteka v Sofija. Poslucaj50 godisninata i.
1879 -1929. (History of the Public Library in Sofia . On the occasion
of its 50th anniversary, 1879-1929). By V . Jordanov, Sofia .

1948. Orientalistikata v Sofijskata narodna biblioteka. (The Orien­
tal studies in the Public Library of Sofia) . B. Nedkov.-In: Godiinik
na BBl za 1945-1946. Sofia , pp . 226-239 .

1971. 90 godini Orientalski sbirki v Narodnata biblioteka " K iril i
Metodi" (90 years Oriental collections in the National Library
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"Cyril and Methodius"). By M. Mikhajlova. Annales de la Biblio­
theque Nationale "Kiril i MetodY''', Vol. XII (XVIII), pp. 351 - 357.

Published catalogues: The cataloguing of the Oriental manuscripts be­
gan soon after they were received in the National Library. An
author and topographic catalogue is available on cards. Unfor­
tunately, the first people who prepared them, even though they
knew Ottoman-Turkish well, had not had the proper training in
Arabic and Persian and, more importantly, they had not had the
necessary experience with a similar type of material. For several rea­
sons these catalogues are de facto inappropriate to be used for scien­
tific purposes. Their failings were noted as early as 1909 by Dr. IVAN
DIMITRov-the first specially trained in such work when he was
head of the department.

A. SHISHMANOV, most probably drawing information from Dr.
IVAN DIMITROV'S descriptions, published in 1913 the first list of a
very small part of the manuscripts collection, 37 codices in Arabic
and 1 in Persian, with the intention of informing specialized univer­
sity circles in St. -Petersburg of the presence of Oriental manuscripts
in Sofia.

Much later, after 1942, serious work in the description of the
Turkish manuscripts was undertaken by Dr. BORIS NEDKOV.Up to
1960, for the time during which he had been the head of the Oriental
Department, nearly the whole collection present in Turkish at that
time comprising about 450 copies of approximately 330 titles of
works had been described on cards. He died in 1975, leaving his
catalogue unpublished.

Arabic and Iranian studies (in contrast to the Ottoman studies)
were developed in Bulgaria during the last few decades and this is
reflected in the work on the Arabic and Persian manuscripts in the
National Library. Because of the lack of Bulgarian experts in this
field, the authors of the first catalogues are foreigners .

In 1963 Dr. ADNAN DARWISH from Syria worked for six months
in the National Library. As a result he published in 1969 and in 1974
two volumes in different degrees of detail with the descriptions of
1025 codices in all.

Two years later, in 1965, the Iraqi expert FURAT MUHAMMAD
MAHDI AL-AwAHIRI was drawn into the work of the National
Library. Up to 1967 inclusive he produced about 1830 descriptions
of the contents of approximately 900 codices-copies of the Qur)an,
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tafsir, hadith, philosophy, Islamic Law, dogmatics , history, geogra­
phy and literature .

In 1967, the Iraqi scientist Dr. YUSUF (Izz AL-DIN worked in the
Library 16 days only . After his return to Iraq he published a cata­
logue containing the descriptions of 141 selected codices , mainly in
the field of history, geography and literature.

Later on the work on the description of the Arab manuscripts was
taken up by Bulgarian experts and FURAT AL-JAWAHIRI was drawn
in as one of the editors. The aim was the complete presentation of
the collection in a few volumes arranged according to subject­
matter. A scheme for a detailed description of each manuscript was
adopted. On the basis of this scheme the first volume of the series,
compiled by G. PETKOVA-BoJANOVA, was prepared and published in
1977. The volume included 95 copies of the Qur)an .

On account of the wide interest in the manuscript collection and
with the purpose of acquainting scientific circles in Bulgaria and
abroad with its contents, it was later decided that cataloguing should
continue in the form of shorter descriptions, and the preparation of
the detailed descriptions left for a further stage . For this reason a
new and shorter scheme of description was proposed, but it con­
tained the most important elements for the cataloguing of a written
work. This scheme was applied in the preparation of Volume III of
the Catalogue of Arab manuscripts compiled by Dr. STOJANKA
KENDEROVA which includes 260 copies of hadith, It is being applied
now in the preparation of the volume including all MSS in the field
of linguistics and grammar (compiler A. STOILOVA) ; the volume
covering history, geography, literature , medicine and the exact
sciences (compiler Dr. ST. KENDEROVA), and also in the preparation
of the Catalogue of the Turkish manuscripts (compilers: Prof. Dr.
B. NEDKOV, Dr. ST. KENDEROVA, Z. IVANovA and R. TOMovA).

Only the collection of manuscripts in Persian is almost entirely
catalogued. The catalogue was prepared by the lecturer in Persian
at the Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridsky" Dr. JAMSHiD
SAYYAR and it contains descriptions of 75 works in Persian in 188
volumes. In addition to the titles in Persian the author reveals the
contents of22 other MSS in Turkish and 5 MSS in Arabic. It should
be noted that the book-stock contains 30 more works in Persian
mainly in majmii'iit that were not taken into consideration by Dr.
SAYYAR and have not been catalogued yet.
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Published catalogues:
1913. Sobranie vostodhnikh rukopise] v Sofii. By A. SHISHMANOV.
Zapiski Vostocnogo otdeleniya Russkogo archaeologiceskogo obshchestoa, 23,
1916, pp. 61-76, (in Russian).

Thirty-seven titles of works, included in 38 volumes, are de­
scribed in different degrees of detail. All the MSS presented are in
Arabic with the exception of one, No.9 , which is in Persian. The
works cover mainly historical , geographical , theological and juristic
topics. They have come into the National Library from the library
of OSMAN PAZVANO-OGLU of Vidin. The MSS are arranged in alpha­
betical order according to the title of the work. The title , as well as
the name of the author, is given in Arabic script. The following
details are given for each text: number ofleaves, number of lines per
page, size of the text (in em), number of quires; sometimes incipits
and explicits are given. The date of the copying is stated for only
18 codices, only where present in the copy.

The name of the scribe and the place of copying are noted in only
7 or 8 descriptions. Palaeographic characterization is not widely
used . There are data for only 8 MSS concerning the following
characteristics: colour of the paper; degree of preservation of the
MS.; handwriting (but not the type of script) defined according to
external distinctive features (i.e. rough , beautiful, small, etc.);
ornamentation; binding.

For every work described there is a basic bibliography giving
reference to Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur by C . Brockelmann,
Verzeichniss der arabischen Handschnften der Kiiniglichen Bibliothekzu Ber­
lin by W. Ahlwardt, Kashj al-zuniin by Hajji Khalifa, etc. Reference
is made to copies kept in the library of the St. -Petersburg Univer­
sity, giving also their reference numbers.

1968. Makhiiitdt carabtya fi Maktabat $iifiya al-uxuaniya al-bulghdiiya
(Kiril wa-Mitiidi). By YDSUF 'Tzz AL-DiN. Baghdad : Al-Majma" al­
c11mi al-Traqi, 1968. 168pp.

The total number of 289 titles of works, consisting of 122
volumes, are presented in different degrees of detail in 141 separate
descriptions. The works described are selected from history, biogra­
phies, geography, and literature. In fact, the catalogue includes
most of the Library's manuscripts related to the fields mentioned.
In the descriptions of majmiiCiit, however, MSS covering other topics
(grammar, hadith, Fatwas, sermons, in Turkish, etc .) are noted as
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well. 26 literary MSS are presented also in Volume II of Dr. A.
DARWISH 'S Catalogue, 1974.

The descriptions are arranged in alphabetical order according to
the title of the work , without regard to subject. There is no subject
index eith er .

The descriptions follow approximately the sequence given below:
Name of the author given in comparatively full form, with the year
of his death AH ; dimensions of the leaves in em , number of leaves
and number of lines per page; Fairly full incipits and explicits; (in
some cases the end coincides with the colophon in which the date of
copying is indicated) ; Palaeographic characterization (in less detail) ;
(the script is characterized on the basis of external features (clear,
big, nice) but not on the basis of its type) ; details concerning the
binding and the colour of the ink ; bibliographical date are rare . Oc­
casionally the author refers to Kashf al-zuniin by Hajji Khalifa. For
some works it is indicated that they have been published but no
bibliographical information on the publication itself is given; the his­
tory of the manuscript : names of owners, names of people concerned
with dedications to a Waqf, indications of Waqflibraries; some infor­
mation on the contents of the manuscript : in most cases-very brief,
but for certain copies (e .g. Nu zhat al-mushtiiq by AL-IDRIsI) they are
rather detailed ; name of the scribe and date of copying (not present
in every description). In some cases there is a general supposition
expressed as to the century from which the copy dates, but the
grounds for attribution are not given .

The catalogue includes 15 other mtljmiiCat in several codices. In
some cases the separate works included in the majmiiCa are listed un­
der a serial number with the number ofleaves given for each one and
the name of the author for some of them. In other cases the data on
the works included are more abundant: the dimensions of the text,
the number of lines , the beginning and end are also given. In still
other cases each work included in the majmii:« is described indepen­
dently and in greater detail.

The Catalogue has only an Index of the titles of the works.
The Introduction is given also in English translation (in sum­

mary) and in Russian . The Catalogue contains also "Brief bio­
graphic notes about the writer" in English and Russian.

1969. Fihris al-makhiiudt al-iarabiya al-mahfiaa fi Dar al-Kutub al­
Shacbiya Kiril toa-Mitiidi fi $iifiya c~imat al-fumhiaiya al-Shabiya al-
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Bulghdriya. Al-juz' al-Awwal: Al-Qur'an uia-Suliimuhu; ol-hoditli tua­
'uliimuhu. By 'ADNAN DARWisH. Damascus: Ministry of Culture ,
Tourism & National Guidance, 298pp.

288 titles of works included in 465 codices are given in
529 descriptions. The volume consists of the following sections:
Qur'ans, 79 copies; Commentaries , 81 titles of works in 190 descrip­
tions; recitation of the Qur'an, 21 titles in 24 descriptions; readings
of the Qur-'an , 14 titles in 21 descriptions ; general Qur'anic
Sciences, 52 titles in 63 descriptions ; Hadith, 59 titles in 152
descriptions.

It would be more appropriate for some titles to be assigned to
other subjects, and they should not be in this volume.

The descriptions are arranged in alphabetical order according to
the title of the work, with full name of the author and dates of birth
and death , full details of the contents of the work and incipits and
explicits; palaeographic information (artistic merits of the copy; the
use of red ink and gold; type of script mostly as elegant , ugly, clear,
etc .); name of the scribe, date and place of copying only if present
in the copy (for undated manuscripts , general information such as
"the copy is new" only occasionally) ; the number of leaves, the
dimensions of the leaves in ern (in most cases merely " manuscript
of average size", "of small size", etc.) and the number of lines;
references to Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur by C. Brockelmann,
Kashfal-zuniin by Hajji Khalifa and Hadiyat al-iiirifin by Ismail Pasha
Baghdadi.

A notable merit of the catalogue is the marking whether copies of
a given title are kept in the Zahiriya library in Damascus. If that is
so the number and shelfmarks of these works are given. The cata­
logue has indexes of titles and authors.

The inaccuracies in respect of the descriptions of certain copies of
the Qur'an are corrected in the catalogues by G. PETKOVA­
BOJANOVA, 1977 and those concerning the ~adllh-in the catalogue
prepared by Dr. ST. KENDEROVA (in press).

1973. Opis na persilskite r "kopisi. By DZH. SAIYAR. [English title­
page: Catalogue of the Persian manuscripts found in the Na tional Libra ry
"Cyril and Methodius '" . By jAMSHID SAYYAR .] Edited by G.A.
KOSTYGOVA . Sofia: " Cyril and Methodius" National Library,
238pp. (Text in Bulgarian)

The inventory covers all the 105 manuscripts which present:
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75 titles of works in Persian in 118 MSS; 11 titles of commentaries
and translations of Persian literary works in Turkish in 13 MSS and
14 titles in Turkish and Arabic published in 7 majmi]Sit together
with some works in Persian . The descriptions of Persian MSS are
given in the following sections: astronomy-3 titles in 3 MSS;
anthology (biographies of scientists and poets)-l title in 1 MS.;
ethics & morals-3 titles in 4 MSS; history-3 titles in 3 MSS; com­
mentaries on the Qur)an-2 titles in 2 MSS; lexicography and
grammar-15 titles in 21 MSS ; pharmacology-1 title in 1 MS.;
poetry-25 titles in 44 MSS ; poetics-1 title in 1 MS .; fiction-4
titles in 19 MSS; religious stories-3 titles in 3 MSS; ritual-1 title
in 1 MS.; theology-3 titles in 3 MSS; Sufism-tO titles in 11 MSS;
Fiqh-1 title in 1 MS.

The highest number of copies, 13, are of the poem Gulistdn by
SAcDI (d. 691/1292) of which the earliest copy is from 15 Shawwal
872 (May 7th 1468).

The works in Turkish which are included in the seven majmi/at
and are given after the description of the Persian titles are on the fol­
lowing subjects: occult sciences-3 titles; metrics-I; commerce in
the Islamic world-I; poetry-2; tafsir-1 and history-I.

The works in Arabic included in the same majmuCat are on:
Sufism-1 title; grammar-I; Islamic religion-I; Fiqh-l;
poetry-I. Seventeen MSS date from the 15th century; 50 from the
16th century; 35 from the 17th century; 30 from the 18th century;
9 from the 19th century; 4 MSS are not attributed yet.

The earliest dated copy is of the historical work Mujmil-i Fasihiby
AI:IMAD B. MUI:IAMMAD B. YAI:IYA AL-MADcUW or AL-KHAWAFI (b .
777/1375), completed on 29 Safar 857 (8th March 1453) by the cal­
ligrapher BABA B. ADAM.

The descriptions of the separate manuscripts are quite detailed,
arranged in the different sections in alphabetical order according to
title given in the original script transcribed in the Cyrillic alphabet
and then given in Bulgarian translation. The descriptions further
include: full name of the author in the original script and Cyrillic
transcription, with years of birth and death : information on the
work and date of completion, name of the scribe, date and place of
copying (if these are not available in the MS . the author states in
detail the basis for his dating of the manuscript (watermarks, type
of paper, script , etc. )); detailed contents ; number ofleaves and their
dimensions in em; type of paper; type of script and peculiarities of
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the handwriting; colour of the ink; binding; decoration and illustra­
tions; incipits and explicits; presence of seals and rendering of their
text and date.

A detailed bibliography is given for each title, referring to :
Sobranie vostochnikh rukopisei AN Uzbekskoj SSR Vol. I-VIII . Tash­
ken t, 1952 - 1960; Persidskie i tadzhikskie rukopisi Instituta narodov Azii

AN USSR. Part 1. Moscow, 1964.; Catalogue des manuscrits Persans par
E. Blochet. Vol. 1- 4. Paris, 1905 - 1934; Die persischen Handschriften
Bibliothek zu Gotha. Verzeichnet von Dr. W . Pertsch. Wien. 1859;
Verzeichniss der Koniglichen Bibliothek zu Berlin. Bd. 4. Verzeichniss der
persischen Handschriften von W. Pertsh. Berlin , 1888 etc .

Indexes of titles of proper names in Arabic and Cyrillic alphabets ,
of the correspondence between the reference numbers of the
manuscripts and the serial number of the inventory, and Chrono­
logical Index.

The introduction is translated into English as well.

1974. Fihris al-mokhiiud: al-Sarabiya al-mahfiizafi 'l-M aktaba al-Shaibiya
bi-Siifiya fi Bulghdriya. Al-J uz? al-Thani: culum al-lugha wa- 'l-uiad",

al-Sulum al-sarfiya; al-Suliim al-nahuiiya; al-Suliim al-baliighiya , cilm

al-carur! wa- 'l-qaioifi, al-funiin al-adabiya. By cADNAN DARWISH.
Damascus: Ministry of Culture , and National Guidance, 329pp.

274 titles of works included in a total of 560 manuscript codices
are given in 724 descriptions. The volume contains the following
sections : linguistics (lexicography and lexicology) , 22 titl es of works
in 41 descriptions ; morphology, 58 titles in 160 descriptions ; syntax ,
107 titles in 359 descriptions ; style , 33 titles in 98 descriptions;
prosod y, 6 titl es in 12 descriptions ; literature and literary scienc es,
48 titles in 54 descriptions.

The descriptions of the MSS follow the order applied in Volume
I of DARWisH'S Catalogue , 1969.

In the catalogue which is being prepared now on Arabic
manuscripts (linguistics and grammar) by A. STOILOVA, some of the
inaccuracies in this catalogue are indicated.

1977. Opis na arabskite r"kopisi. Tom 1: Koran. [English title-page:
R egister of the Arabic manuscripts . Vol. 1. Th e Koran .] By GANKA
PETKOVA-BoJANOVA. Edited by VICTOR VL. LEBEDEV and FURAT
M .M . AL-JAWAHIRi, Sofia: Cyril and M ethodius National Library,
150pp. (Text in Bulgarian) .
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The register consists of detailed descriptions of95 codices in all­
copies of the Qur)an only, which at the time of the creating of the
catalogue were available in the Oriental Department. From these,
45 manuscripts are completely preserved a.id 50 partially so.

The catalogue of GANKA PETKOVA-BOJANOVA in comparison with
the catalogue of A. DARWISH gives information about 16 more
manuscripts . Since the year of its publication, 1977, the holdings of
the Oriental Department have been enriched by 20 more copies of
the Qur)an, but these have not been catalogued yet.

The descriptions are arranged in chronological order according to
the date of copying, (if it is indicated) or according to the century
in which this was done. In cases where the date of copying is not in­
dicated, the attribution is carried out on the basis of its palaeograph­
ic characteristics (mainly by means of watermarks, if available, or
by means of the type of script) as well as on the basis of differences
in their marginal notes on the text (for dedication to a Waqf, for pos­
session, etc.). The manuscripts described in the catalogue can be
divided as follows : from the 13th century-1 of 25 Ramadan 669
(May 7th 1271); from the 14th century-9; from the 15th century
-8; from the 16th century-23; from the 17th century-IS; from
the 18th century-20 and from the 19th century-19 manuscripts.

The following details are given for each MS.: number of leaves,
dimensions of the leaves and text in ern; number of lines on a page;
number of leaves in one quire. The palaeographic data are shown
in a rather detailed fashion and they include: characteristics of the
paper (its thickness, colour, type, availability of watermarks); bind­
ing; condition of the manuscript; colour of the ink ; type of script;
artistic merits of the volume. According to the author 6 copies were
made in the tradition OfIBN MUQLA (886 - 941). The description also
includes information typical for a copy of the Qur)an: number of
siiras and ayat for the fragmentary MSS, vocalization, signs for
reading recitation, indications for prayers, etc. Data concerning the
history of the manuscript are quite detailed: notes concerning the
dedication to a Waqf, marginal notes made by scribes, owners,
readers , seals available, etc.

The bibliographical reference indicates volume I of A. DARWISH'S
Catalogue and any omissions and inaccuracies there.

The following indexes are included: Bulgarian-Arabie and
Arabic-Bulgarian alphabetical list of the Arabic terms and names;
transliteration; geographical names; names of the scribes; names of
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the owners; names of the donors; reference numbers of the MSS and
corresponding numbers in the register; chronological table.

The inventory also contains 10 colour illustrations of samples of
calligraphy . The Introduction and Preface are translated in Rus­
sian, English and Arabic. Further volumes are in preparation .

Forthcoming. Volume III of the new series "Catalogue of the
Arabic manuscripts" compiled by Dr. ST. KENDEROVA has been
prepared and is about to be published. This volume treats thorough­
ly the manuscripts on Hadith in the collection of the National Library
and there are also included small fragments containing only a few
lines. This catalogue presents 130 more MSS than DARWISH'S ear­
lier catalogue.

A new and shorter scheme of description is adopted in this volume
so that the scientific study of the collection of manuscripts should be
facilitated . This scheme has also been applied in the study of the
other Arab manuscripts and in the preparation of the Catalogue of
the Turkish manuscripts. It consists of the following elements: Title
of the work in Arabic and Cyrillic alphabet; name of the author in
contracted variant in Arabic and Cyrillic alphabet with indication of
the date of his death or the years during which he had lived and
worked; short description of the work (if necessary); incipit and expli­
cit if they are not indicated by W. Ahlwardt or if there is any devia­
tion from his information, (in cases of fragmentary MSS the indica­
tion of the beginning and end is always given; name of the scribe,
place and date of copying, if the year is not mentioned in the origi­
nal, only the century is indicated, with more details if possible (be­
ginning, end, middle, first quarter, etc.); number ofleaves, dimen­
sions of the leaves and the textual margins in mm, number of lines
per page; number of hands that have taken part in the copying of
the work, type of script and external features (if necessary), colour
of the ink, (unwan present or other artistic merits of the copy,
binding (if it is leather); name of the person who had made a dedica­
tion to a Waqf, date of the dedication to a Waqf, seals of such libraries
present; bibliography arranged in the following order: publications
on the work; other catalogues in which the given work is described
with indication of any inaccuracies; other copies of the work
described given in Verzeichniss des Arabischen Handschriften der
Kiiniglichen Bibliothek zu Berlin. B.Il. Berlin , 1889 by W . Ahlwardt,
in Arabic manuscripts of the Institute of Oriental Studies, USSR Academy of
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Sciences. Brief Catalogue. Parts 1- 2. Moscow, 1986 and some others;
obligatory indication to Kashf al-zuniin by Hajji Khalifa, to Geschichte
der Arabischen Litteratur by C. Brockelmann and to some others (if
necessary).

The descriptions of the manuscripts are arranged in chronological
order-according to the year of death of the author of the work ; and
if it is not known-according to the years when he had lived and
worked or according to the year of compilation of the work itself. If
several works are known for one and the same author, their descrip­
tions are arranged alphabetically.

The catalogue includes: indexes of the names of the authors in
full; of the titles of the works ; of the names of the scribes ; of the geo­
graphical names; of the names of the people who made dedications
to a Waqf; of the Waqf libraries; the indexes are rendered in sys­
tematic transliteration into the Latin alphabet.

Forthcoming. Oriental manuscripts with data on the Balkans
preserved in the " Cyril and Methodius" National Library. By ST.
KENDEROVA. Bulletin of CIBAL (in Press) .

Unpublished catalogues: A Topografski Katalog on slips is available , but
not reliable for scholarly work.

Uncatalogued MSS: Approximately only 36.4 per cent of the Arabic
MSS, ca. 2.6 per cent of the Turkish MSS and about 87 .5 per cent
of the Persian MSS have been catalogued.

About 63.6 per cent of the manuscripts in Arabic are not
described in printed catalogues. These are works on Islamic law,
philosophy, dogmatics, ritual and prayers, medicine, mathematics,
geometry , astronomy, etc. Certain copies of the Qur)an , tafsir, lin­
guistic, grammatical and literary works have not been described yet.
Some of them were received in the Library after the publication of
the catalogues cited above. Others escaped the authors' notice as the
latter did not work for a sufficient period of time in the National
Library and were not acquainted with the whole collection.

VELIKO TURNOVO

SS. Cyril and Methodius University Library

ul. Teodosi Turnovski 1
Veliko Turnovo
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T el.: 26 11
Date oj establishment: 1963
Status: University library
Conditions oj access: Open to students , lecturers and staff of the
Univer sity ; citizens of Veliko Turnovo.

Opening hours: Monday to Friday , 08.00 -20.00; Saturday,
08 .00-17.00; Sunday, 08.00-13 .00 .

Total number oj Islamic MSS: 12 (3 Arabic; 3 Turkish ; 6 collections
(maJmii'a) including works in Arabic and Turkish) .
Description ofcollection: The Library possesses about 300,000 volumes
on subje cts taught at the University. The Islamic manuscripts were
bought in 1990; previously they were in private ownership. All the
codices are in the field of Islamic religion in the broadest sense.

U ncatalogued.

VIDIN

Museum of History

3700 Vidin
T el.: 2-44-21
Date oj establishment: 1910

Holds Islamic MSS, uncatalogued.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

'Awwad, Kiirkis. Fahdris al-makhtiud: al-Sarabiyafi 'l-'iilam. Kuwait:
Ma'had al-Makhtiitat al-'Arabiya. 1984. 2 vols.

Bulghariya/Bulgaria, vol. 1, pp . 274-276, nos. 982-987.

Birnbaum, Eleazar. Turkish manuscripts: cataloguing since 1960
and manuscripts still uncatalogued. Part 2: Yugoslavia, Bulgaria,
Romania. Journal of the American Oriental Society, 103, 1983, pp.
515-532.

Bulgaria is described on page s 529 - 530 . The article describes the
Turkish collections and the state of their catalogues, published and
unpublished.

Datil fahdris al-makhtiitdt fi 'l-Majma: al-Maliki li-Buhiah al-Haddra

al-Isidmiya. 2nd ed . Amman : Al-Majma'' al-Maliki li-Buhirth
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Duda, Herbert W. Balkantiakische Studien . Vienna, 1949.
Incl. material on Shumen.

Huisman, A.J. W . Les manuscrits arabes dans le monde: une bibliographie
des catalogues. Leiden: E.J . Brill . 1967. 84pp.

Bulgarie , p . 10.
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Dili Arasttrmalan Yzllzgz Belleten, 1972, pp. 183-240.

Bulgaristan, p. 199, no. 59.

Mikhailova, LB . and Khalidov, A.B. Bibliografiya arabskikh rukopisel,
Moscow: Nauka. 1982. 302pp.

Bibliography of catalogues and surveys of Arabic MSS. Bol­
gariyaiBulgaria, p. 35, nos . 92-94.

Pearson,] .D . Oriental manuscripts in Europeand NorthAmerica: a survey.
Zug: Inter Documentation Company. 1971 (Bibliotheca Asiati­
ca, 7). 515pp .

This is a reference work listing known collections and catalogues
published and unpublished. Bulgaria, pp . 197 -199.

Sezgin, Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Band VI. Leiden :
E.J. Brill . 1978.

Bibliotheken und Sammlungen arabischer Handschriften, pp .
311-466: Bulgarien, p. 334.

Stainova, M .P. Osmanskite biblioteki v b"lgarskite zemi XV-XIX uek:
studii. Sofia: Nar. Bibl. Kiril i Metodii, 1982. 206pp.

Siireyya, Mehmed. Sicill-i (O~manl. Cilt 3. [Istanbul], 1311
[1893/4].

$ERIF HALIL PA~A of Shumen, p . 142.
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INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

BOGO

AI-Hajji Usmanu Modibbo

Bogo, Djamare, northern Cameroon
See the notice by VINCENT MONTEIL on a collection of MSS (10 in

Arabic and 10 in Fulbe) microfilmed by the Centre Federal Linguis­
tique et Culturel, Yaounde, in Bulletin de l'Institut Fondamental
d 'Afrique Noire, serie B, Sciences Humaines, 28 iii-iv (1966), p. 670,
under "Les manuscrits historiques arabo-africains'".

FOUMBAN

Bibliotheque du "Mfon-Mom", Sultan of Foumban's Library

Sultan's Palace, Foumban, Barnum, Western Province, Cameroon.
Date of establishment: Not certain. Catalogue done in 1984 , new
library created 1985.
Access: Free
Total number of Islamic MSS: 84 (in the Barnum language).
Description ofcollection: As a result of the restoration of the Palace with
UNESCO funds a library was created in the palace in 1985. It is a
small library . Mr Ghomsi and two others made a catalogue of all the
manuscripts in the Palace. A trilingual catalogue of the library was
compiled in Arabic, French and King Njoya's language. It contains
manuscripts and books on all aspects of life of the Bamums. In­
cluded are: The King's agenda for work ; Expenditure on the con­
struction of the palace in 1917- 1921 ; list of people who participated
in the construction; school report and a list of children who went to
professional schools in 1920 etc . Scribes continue to write up to the
present day, on all aspects of life of the Barnum people . The main
library had 550 books when visited on August 14th 1990.

Documents are well kept; nevertheless, a user needs help to use
the library. Documents, books , journals and Islamic manuscripts
are in a room with dimensions of about 5 by 5 yards. Scribes con­
tinue to write up to the present day .

Fields covered are: history, sociology , education , architecture ,
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travel , law . The manuscripts are in good physical condition.
Although the area is generally very wet and cold in the rainy season,
it gets very dry in the heart of the dry season. However the nature
of the building, which is heat and moisture resistant, enables them
to remain in good condition.
Published catalogues:
1984 . Catalogue Trilingue du Fonds Documentaire du palais de "Mion­
Mom" aFoumban , By Ghomsi Emmanuel et aI, Yaounde: Institute
of Human Sciences, 1984, 50pp .

This catalogue includes 84 titles of MSS all in Shii-Mom or
Barnum language, but all on Islam. It will remain for a long time
to come the most comprehensive on this library. The catalogue is in
Arabic, French & Njoya's language.

The present catalogue was made with aid from UNESCO. The
manuscripts are all in microform. One copy of each is in the Sultan's
library , one in the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research and the last in the Institute of Human Sciences, Yaounde .

YAOUNDE

Institut of Human Sciences

Copies of the microfilmed MSS from the Sultan of Foumban's
library are kept in the Institute, and also in the Ministry of Higher
Education & Scientific Research .
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INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

ONTARIO

TORONTO

Royal Ontario Museum

West Asian Department , Royal Ontario Museum, 100 Queen Park,
Toronto , Ontario, Canada
Total number of Islamic MSS: 7 (4 Arabic; 3 Persian) .
Unpublished catalogue: The MSS are described on registry cards from
seller's or donor's descriptions.

Toronto Public Library

Pearson (see bibliographical appendix) reports that there are
4 Arabic MSS and 1 Persian MS. in the Public Library .

University of Toronto

Thomas Fisher R are Book Library, University of Toronto,
Toronto , Ontario, Canada M5S 1A5
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1,255 (1 ,238 Arabic ; 5 Persian; 12
Turkish).
Description of collection: See Martin , 1977 (in bibl iographical
appendix) .
Published catalogue:
1989. From manuscript to printed book in the Islamic world: catalogueofan
exhibition ... 13 November -15 December 1989. By E. BIRNBAUM, M.
MCCAFFREY and NOHA SADEK. Ed ited by V. AKSAN. Toronto: Tho­
mas Fisher Rare Book Library, University of Toronto. 33p .
Unpublished catalogue: The Persian and Turkish MSS hav e been
described on catalogue cards .
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QUEBEC

MONTREAL

General

CANADA-QUEBEC

1989. Arabic calligraphy and the " herbal" of al-Chafiqi: a survey
of Arabic manuscripts at McGill University. By A. GACEK. Fonta­
nus, 2 (1989) , pp. 37 -53 .

1990. Early Qur)anic fragments . By A. GACEK. Fontanus , 3 (1990),
pp.45-64.

Includes a description of 21 early Qur)an leaves preserved at
McGill University .

1991. Arabic manuscripts in the libraries oj McGill University: union cata­
logue. By ADAM GACEK. Montreal: McGill University Libraries
(Fontanus Monograph Series, I). xviii + 291pp.

Full codicological details. Indexes of titles, texts subject to glosses
or commentaries, authors , copyists & owners, incipits , subjects, shelf
nos ., dates , watermarks, traditional codicological features. 78 facsi­
miles. Qur)ans are excluded: for them, see 1990 article above and
1991 article under McLennan Library below.

Professor E. Birnbaum

Professor Birnbaum, of the Department of Middle East and Islamic
Studies, University of Toronto, has a private collection of Islamic
MSS: approximately 108 (2 Arabic; 3 Chaghatay; 3 Persian ; 100
Turkish) . A handlist is intended to be prepared.

Blacker-Wood Library, McGill University

Blacker- Wood Library of Zoology and Ornithology, McGill
University, 3459 McTavish Street, Montreal, Quebec, Canada
H3A 1Y!
Total number oj IslamicMSS: 282 (74 Arabic; 198 Persian; 10 Urdu).
Description oj collection: See Martin, 1977 (in bibliographical ap­
pendix).
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Published catalogues:
1991. For the Arabic MSS, see Union Catalogue under General
above.
Unpublished catalogues:
1927. Annotated catalogue oj the CAREY A . WOOD collection of Persian ,
Arabic and Hindustani manuscripts. By WLADIMIR IVANOW. Bombay.

An unpublished handwritten catalogue describing 62 Arabic;
167 Persian and 6 Urdu MSS . A copy is available in the library .
The Islamic MSS acquired since are described on cards .

Islamic Studies Library, McGill University

Islamic Studies Library, McGill University, 3485 McTavish Street,
Montreal, PQ, Canada H3A lYl
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 160 (107 Arabic; 29 Persian; 24
Turkish).
Description oj collection: See Martin, 1977 (in bibliographical ap­
pendix).
Published catalogues:
1990. For one Qur'an leaf, see the article listed under General
above.

1991. For the other Arabic MSS, see Union Catalogue under
General above.

Unpublished catalogues:
A handlist oj Arabic Manuscripts in the Islamic Studies Library, McGill
University. By ADAM GACEK. A copy is available for consultation in
the library.
There is a card-file checklist for the MSS available for use in the
library.

McLennan Library, McGill University

McLennan Library, McGill University, 3459 McTavish Street,
Montreal, PQ, Canada H3A 1Y1
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 81 (45 Arabic; 31 Persian; 5 Turkish).
Description ofcollection: See Martin, 1977 (in bibliographical appen­
dix).



152 CANADA-QUEBEC

Published catalogues:
1990. 20 Qur)an leaves are described in the article listed under
General above.

1991. A collection of Quranic codices. By ADAM GACEK. Fontanus ,
4, 1991, pp. 35-53.

1991. For the other Arabic MSS, see Union Catalogue under
General above.

Osler Library, McGill University

Osler Library, McGill University, 3655 Drummond Street,
Montreal, PQ, Canada H3G 1Y6
Total numberoj Islamic MSS: 146 (76 Arabic; 68 Persian; 2 Turkish).
Description oj collection: The Library consists of literature illustrating
the history of medicine and science, collected with a definite educa­
tional purpose by the late Sir WILLIAM OSLER, and bequeathed by
him to the Medical Faculty of McGill University, Montreal . See
Martin, 1977 (in bibliographical appendix) .
Published catalogues:
1929 - 69 . Biblioteca Osleriana . Edited by W .W . FRANCIS, et al .
Montreal: McGill-Queens University Press, 1969 (rp . of Oxford ,
1929 with appendix).

The original Islamic manuscripts in th is collection are included
under " T he Arabians : Rhazes, Avicenna, Averroes" pp . 445 -498.
Further Islamic MSS acquired since are listed in the appendix of the
1969 edition.

1991. For the Arabic MSS, see Union Catalogue under General
above .

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

CAwwad , Kiirkis . Fahiiris al-makhtiuii! al-Sarabiyafi 'I-ciilam. Kuwait:
Ma'ihad al-Makhtutat al-CArabiya, 1984. 2 vols.
Lists catalogues and publications about Arabic manuscripts allover
the world .
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Birnbaum, Eleazar. Turkish manuscripts: cataloguing since 1960
and manuscripts still uncatalogued . Part 4: Hungary, Czechoslo­
vakia, Poland, Great Britain, Ireland, the Netherlands, Belgium,
France, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, Finland, United
States, Canada. Journal of theAmerican Oriental Society, 104, 1984, pp .
303-314.
Canada is described on pages 313 - 314. The article describes the
Turkish collections and the state of their catalogues , published and
unpublished.

Martin, T.]. North American collections of Islamic manuscripts. Boston :
G .K. Hall , 1977.

Mikhailova, LB. and Khalidov , A.B . Bibliografiya arabskikh rukopisel,
Moscow: Nauka, 1982. 302pp.
Bibliography of catalogues and surveys of Arabic MSS.

Pearson,] .D . Oriental manuscripts in Europe and NorthAmerica: a survey.
Zug: Inter Documentation Company, 1971. (Bibliotheca Asiati­
ca, 7.) 515pp.
This is a reference work listing known collections and catalogues
published and unpublished.
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Europe and North America. London: Mansell, 1990. 259pp.
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1967 - . 9 vols. in progress.
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UNION CATALOGUES and SURVEYS

1956. Islamski rukopisi iz Jugoslovenskih kolekcija. Les manuscrits isla­
miques dans les collections yougoslaves. By Z. JANC . Belgrade, 1956.
50pp. 20 plates.

Describes 56 illuminated MSS, including 4 in Zagreb.

1962. Nuskhahha-yi khatti-i Farsi dar Yiiguslavi. By IRAJ AFSHAR.
Nuskhalrhd-yi Khaui, 2, 1340, pp. 26- 29.

Incl . lists of Persian MSS in the Archives of Croatia and the
Yugoslav Academy, both in Zagreb.

1964. Minijatura u fugoslaoiji [Miniatures in Yugoslavia]. Zagreb:
Muzej za Umjetnost i Obrt, 1964 .

On pp. 41-43, 306-308 and plates 126-137 are details of
12 Islamic MSS, including 7 in Zagreb.

1966. Al-makhtiitat al-CArabiya fi Yiighuslafiya. By !:IASAN
QALASHI [KALESHI]. Majallat Machad al-Makluiuiu al-cArab'iya, 12 ii,
1386/1966, pp. 3-20.

1975. A guide to Yugoslav libraries and archives. By S. JOVANOVIC &
M. ROJNIC. Ed. P. HORECKY. Tr./ed. E. BEYERLY. Columbus:
American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, 1975.
113pp.

II. Croatia, pp. 16-46. Incl. details of Islamic MS. holdings.

1988. Bosansko-hercegovacki prepisivaci djela u arabickim ruko­
pisima [Bosnian and Herzegovian transcribers of Arabic MSS]. By
MUHAMED ZDRALOVIC. Sarajevo: Svjetlost, 1988. 461pp.

Chronological list of over 1,100 transcribers and 2,337 tran­
scribed works from various collections in the world. Mentions 1,996
MSS from 19 public and 32 from 7 private collections in Yugoslavia,
including 346 in the Oriental Collection of the Archives of the
Yugoslav Academy, 11 in the National and University Library in
Zagreb and one in the Durak Mosque in Dubrovnik.
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DUBROVNIK

CROATIA-DUBROVNIK

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

Masjid Dubrovnik (Dubrovnik Mosque)

Odbor islamske zajednice
50000 Dubrovnik
Tel. 050-26 299
Status: Mosque library
Conditions of access: Appointment necessary.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 5.

The MSS are not listed or catalogued.

HVAR

Bosidar Bozic Library

Status: Private collection
Conditions of access: Not accessible at the time of writing, because of
the restoration of the house of the owner who died a few years ago.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 42 (27 Arabic; 2 Persian; 6 Turkish; 7
Arabic-Turkish).
Description of collection: See
1963. Izvjestaj 0 istrazivackom radu na orijentalnim rukopisima u
Hvaru i turskim aktima u Dubrovniku [Report on the Research on
Oriental manuscripts in H var and Turkish documents in Dubrov­
nik]. By SULEJMAN BAJRAKTAREVIC. Ljetopis]ugoslavenske Akademije,
69,1963, pp. 227-235.

ZAGREB

Arhiv Hrvatske (Archives of Croatia-Collection of BARON
OTTENFELS)

Marulicev trg 21
41000 Zagreb
Tel. 041-44 63 25
Date of establishment: 1643
Status: Public archives
Conditions of access: Appointment not necessary.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 08 .00-16.00.
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Total number oj Islamic MSS: 25 (2 Arabic; 13 Persian; 10 Turkish) .
Description oj collection : The oldest MSS are UCjubah-i Ghara'ib ,
806/1403 and Kitdb-i Khamsah-i KHUSRAW, 827/1413 . But the most
celebrated item is the illustrated Shahnamah of FIRDAWSf.
Published catalogues:
1959. Ottenfelsova orijentalisticka zbirka u zagrebackom Drzav­
nom arhivu. (Die Baron Ottenfel'sche Orientalistische Sammlung
im Zagreber Staatsarchiv.) By SULEJMAN BAJRAKTAREVIC. Zbornik
Historijskog Instituta Jugoslavenske Akademije, 1959 ii, pp. 75 -130 &
plate XIV.

A very detailed description of all 25 MSS .

1959. Iz riznice perzijskih minijatura u zagrebackorn Drzavnom
arhivu. By SULEJMAN BAJRAKTAREVIC. Bulletin Instituta za Likoone
Umjetnosti Jugoslavenske Akademije Znanosti i Umjetnosti , 7 i, 1959, pp.
44-51.

1962. See article by AFSHAR under Union Catalogues above.

Bibliotheca Metropolitana Ecc1esiae Zagrebiensis
(Metropolitanska Knjiznica)

Prvostolnog Kaptola zagrebackog
Marulicev trg 21
41000 Zagreb
Tel. 041-44 63 22
Status: Cathedral library
Conditions oj access: Appointment not essential , but advance notice
would be helpful.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 09 .00-12 .00 .
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 6 (5 Arabic; 1 Persian).
Description oj collection: 2 Qur)ans, Dioiin-i HUJANDi, in'am , Islamic
ethics & fiqh, The MSS are not catalogued.

Nacionalna i Sveucilisna Knjiinica (National and University
Library)

Marulicev trg 21
41000 Zagreb
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Tel. 041-44 63 22
Status: Library collection
Conditions of access: Appointment not necessary .

Opening hours : Monday-Friday, 09 .00-12.00.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 59 (24 Arabic; 3 Persian; 42 Turkish).
Description of collection: Notable MSS are the Zij-i Sultant by ULUO­
BEG; Kitdb Faral; bacd shidda by IBN ABI 'L-DUNYA; & Kitdb-i Nizdm
al-cAlam. The MSS are not catalogued and some still not inven­
toried.

Orijentalna Zbirka Arhiva JAZU (Oriental Collection of the
Archives of the former Yugoslav Academy of Science and Arts)

Senoina 4
41000 Zagreb
Tel. 041-27 25 22 or 27 57 09
Date of establishment: 1927
Status: Archives collection
Conditions of access: Appointment not necessary, but advance notice
would be helpful.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 08 .00-16.00.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2,085 (933 Arabic; 5 Bosnian; 154 Per­
sian; 993 Turkish).
Description of collection: This is the largest collection of Islamic MSS
in Croatia. The following articles give some basic information about
it :
1929. jugoslavenska akademija znanosti i umjetnosti u Zagrebu i
nasi rukopisi na turskom, arapskom i perzijskom jeziku [The
Yugoslav Academy of Arts and Sciences and our manuscripts in
Turkish , Arabic and Persian]. By NESATToPCIC. Nooi BeharIII/ll,
LX 1929, pp. 170-171.

1932. Nase orijentalno blago: Istocni muslimanski rukopisi i
isprave u jugoslavenskoj akademiji znanosti i umjetnosti [Our
Oriental treasure : Oriental Islamic MSS and documents in the
Yugoslav Academy of Arts and Sciences]. By ALEKsEJ OLESNICKI.
Hruatska Revija, 5 iii, 1932, pp . 147 -154 .

1938. Orijentalni rukopisi kodjugoslavenske akademije u Zagrebu
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[Oriental MSS in the Yugoslav Academy in Zagreb]. By MEHMED
HANDZUS. Obzor, LXXVIII/155, 1938, p. 1.

1951. Kratak osvrt na istorijat Orijentalne zbirke J ugoslavenske
akademije u Zagrebu [A brief survey of the origin of the Oriental
Collection of the Yugoslav Academy in Zagreb]. By SULEJMAN
BAJRAKTAREVIC. Prilozi za Orijentalnu Filologiju , 2, 1951, pp. 315­
317.

1953. 0 razvitku Orijentalne zbirke Jugoslavenske akademije
znanosti i umjetnosti u Zagrebu [Development of the Oriental Col ­
lection of the Yugoslav Academy of Arts and Sciences in Zagreb] .
By SULEJMAN BAJRAKTAREVIC. Ljetopis jAZU, 57, 1949-1950,
(1953), pp. 147 -154.

1983. Turkish manuscripts: cataloguing since 1960 and manu­
scripts still uncatalogued. Part 2: Yugoslavia , Bulgaria, Romania.
By E. BIRNBAuM.journal ojtheAmerican Oriental Society , 103, 1983, pp .
515-523.

Oriental Section of the Archive of the Yugoslav Academy,
pp. 522 - 524. Gives particulars of holdings and some of the more
important individual MSS.

1986. Orijentalna zbirka ArhivaJugoslavenske akademije znanosti
i umjetnosti u Zagrebu [The Oriental collection of the Archives of
the Yugoslav Academy of Arts and Sciences in Zagreb]. By
M . ZDRALOVIC. Glasnik UNESCO , 39 x, 1986, pp . 37 -39.

Published catalogues:
1962. See article by AFSHAR under Union Catalogues above.

1977. Djela Hasana kafija u orijentalnoj zbirci JAZU [Works of
HASAN KAFI in the Oriental Collection of the Yugoslav Academy].
By MUHAMED ZDRALOVIC . Zivot, 26 ix, 1977, pp. 289-303 .

Describes 21 Arabic MSS.

1981. Prilog poznavanju djela Sejha Juje [Contribution to
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knowledge of the works of SHAYH YUYo] . By M . ZORALOVIC. Her­
cegovina, 1, 1981, pp . 119-137.

Describes 17 MSS (15 Arabic , 2 Turkish) .

1982. Djela Ibrahima Opijaca u rukopisima Orijentalne zbirke
JAZU [The works OfIBRAHIM OPIJAC in MSS of the Oriental Collec­
tion inJAZU]. By M. ZORALOVIC. Hercegovina , 2, 1982, pp . 149­
164.

Describes 6 Arabic MSS .

1983. Adzarnijska literatura u rukopisima Orijentalne zbirke Arhi­
va J ugoslavenske akademije [Bosnian literature in manuscripts of
the Oriental Collection of the Yugoslav Academy of Arts and
Sciences]. By M. ZORALOVIC. Filologija , 11, 1982-1983, pp. 251­
269.

Incl. shelf-nos. of MSS in Bosnian in the Arabic script.

1984 . Zagreb Bilimler Akademisinde bulunan elyazamalan
[Manuscripts in the Academy of Sciences in Zagreb] . By MUSTAFA
ISEN. Turk Diinyasi Arasttrmalan, Nisan 1984, pp . 128-136.

Cites 57 MSS of Divans (in Turkish) .

1985. Rukopisi poezije Hasan Kaimi Babe [Poetry MSS by HASAN
KAIMI-BABA]. By JASNA SAMIC. Anali Gazi Husreu-begoue Biblioteke,
12-13, 1985, pp. 201- 210.

Mentions 8 MSS from the Archives of the Yugoslav Academy.

1986. Arabiiki rukopisi Orijentalne zbirke ArhivaJugoslavenske akademije
znanosti i umjetnosti u Zagrebu [Arabic manuscripts in the Oriental col­
lection of the Archives of the Yugoslav Academy of Arts and
Sciences in Zagreb]. By M. ZORALOVIC. Zagreb, 1986.

Exhibition catalogue, with descriptions of 36 Islamic MSS
(17 Arabic, 14 Turkish and 5 Persian).

1987. Djela Ali-dede Mostarca u rukopisima Orijentalne zbirke
Arhiva Jugoslavenske akademije znanosti i umjetnosti [Works of
Ai.r-nsna MOSTARI in manuscripts of the Archives of the Yugoslav
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Academy of Arts and Sciences]. By M. ZDRALOVIC. Hercegovina , 6,
1987, pp. 117-133.

Describes 2 MSS.

1988. Djela prepisana u Gazi Husrev-begovoj medresi i hanikahu.
[Works copied in Ghazi Husrev-bey Medrese and Hanikah] . By
AHMED HALILOVH::. 450 godina Gazi Husreo-begoue medrese u Sarajevu,
Sarajevo, 1988, pp. 201- 224.

Mentions and cites MSS shelf-nos., including 15 from the Orien­
tal Collection of the Archives of the Yugoslav Academy in Zagreb.

Unpublished catalogues: The MSS are recorded on inventory cards.
There is also an unpublished catalogue of the Arabic MSS.
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INTRODUCTION

Throughout the history of Islam , wherever Muslims have pene­
trated they have produced manuscripts or preserved the legacy of
MSS they have found from previous generations. Cyprus is an ex­
ample of this tendency. During the 300 years of Turkish rule in
Cyprus, Islam spread throughout the island, and manuscripts from
that time have been preserved until now.

Since 1974 , the Turkish population, which was previously scat­
tered allover Cyprus, has moved to the northern part of the island
and the majority of the Islamic manuscripts can be found in that
area. They are held mainly in mosque libraries and endowment in­
stitutions.

The number of Islamic manuscripts in the southern, mainly
Greek, part of Cyprus do not amount to more than a dozen or so,
which are mainly in pri vate hands. It is interesting to note, however,
that in this part of the island there are several thousand Islamic
documents written in Ottoman Turkish. Most of these documents
are held in monasteries, for example the Kykkos monastery , which
has more than 1,000 Ottoman documents. The reason for this
phenomenon is that the church authorities in the Ottoman period
were the main literate elite who dealt in correspondence with the
Turks in , for example, disputes over land and other matters.
(Although this worldwide Survey deals generally only with Islamic
codices, in the case of Cyprus the most important collections of
Islamic documents have also been indicated.)

Since the events of 1974 , the names of cities and towns in the
north of Cyprus have become a matter of contention. For the pur­
pose of this survey the names in current usage have been given, with
the Turkish names in brackets where necessary.

***

I should like to acknowledge the help of the director of the Cyprus
Research Centre, Dr C.S. Ceorghallides, who made the arrange­
ments for me to visit the institutes and monasteries which hold
Islamic manuscripts and also helped me gain access to private collec­
tions. Without his generous and efficient help, the survey of Cyprus
could not have been done in such a short time.
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I should also like to thank Dr Mustafa Hasim Altan, the director
of the Turkish National Archive and Research Centre who provided
me with valuable information on collections ofIslamic manuscripts.
His co-operation is greatly appreciated.

Nov . 1991

KYRENIA (Girne)

National Archive and Research Centre

Date oj establishment: 1972
Status: Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: ca. 200 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish) .
Description oj collection: The majority of the MSS were copied in the
17th and 18th centuries. They cover the fields ofjiqh, tafsir, hadith,
history, Sufism, poetry, lexicography, astrology and belief. The
MSS are kept on shelves. Some of them are in poor condition and
in need of restoration.
Unpublished catalogues: All the MSS have been catalogued in detail.
The descriptions of the MSS are ready to be edited and published.
The cataloguing of this collection was done as part of a cataloguing
project which also covered the collections of the Laleli Mosque,
Selimiye Mosque, and the Sultan Mahmut II and Vakiflar Archive
(all in Nicosia-see below). This catalogue is due for publication in
1992.

NICOSIA

Costas P. Kyrri (Dr) Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 7 (Arabic).
Description oj collection: This collection includes 1 Qur'an MS . which
is in need of restoration. The date of copying of the Qur'an could
not be established because the first and last pages were missing. It
appeared to have been copied in the 17th or 18th century. There are
also 6 parts (juz') of a Qur'an copied in 1227 for religious use .
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Demetrios Michaelides (Dr) Collection

169

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 2 ( 1 Arabic; 1 Persian and Turkish).
Description ofcollection: The Arabic MS. is onjiqh and was copied in
707 AH and the Persian MS. is on lexicography and was written in
951 AH . The first page of th is latter MS. is missing.

Laleli Mosque Collection

Status: Public/Endowment
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 160 (Arabic; Turkish).
Description oj collection: It covers the fields ofjiqh, tafsir, hadith, history
and Sufism .
Unpublishedcatalogues: The collection has been catalogued and will be
published in the aforementioned Union catalogue in 1992 (see under
KYRENIA above).

Leventis Municipal Museum of Nicosia

Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Description oj collection: The only MS . in this Museum is a complete,
decorated Qur'iin, copied by AI-Sayyid Hafiz Ahmad Rushdi in
1280 AH .

Public Records Office

Status: Public
There are 6 documents written in Ottoman Turkish.

Research Centre of Kykkos Monastery

Status: Public/Religious
There are over 1,000 documents written in Ottoman Turkish at

this centre . They have been catalogued and will be published by the
centre during 1992.
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Selimiye Mosque Library

Status: Public/Endowment
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 230 (Arabic; Turkish; Persian).
Description of collection: The main fields oifiqh, hadith, tafsir and his­
tory are represented in this collection.
Unpublished catalogues: The collection has been catalogued and will be
published in the Union catalogue mentioned above (see under
KYRENIA).

Sultan Mahmut II Library

Date of establishment : 1244 AH/1828-29 CE
Status: Public/Endowment
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 2,000 (Arabic; Turkish; Persian).
Description of collection: This is the most important collection of
Islamic manuscripts in Cyprus. There are some old, important and
valuable MSS in this collection . The oldest go back to the 5th and
6th centuries AH. The MSS cover the fields of tafsir, luulith; fiqh,
Sufism, poetry, divans, lexicography, history and astrology.
Published catalogues:

1964. Kzbrzs Sultan hinci Mahmud Kiitiiphanesi, By ISMET

PARMAKSIZOGLU. Ankara: Turk Kutiiphaneciler Dernegi . 42pp.
Unpublished catalogues: The MSS have been further catalogued in de­
tail and will be included in the Union catalogue (see above under
KYRENIA).

Vakiflar Archive Collection

Status: Endowment
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 70 (Arabic; Turkish) .
Description of collection: The fields of 1)adith,fiqh, tafsir and history are
represented in this collection.
Unpublished catalogues: All the MSS of this collection have been
described in detail and will be included in the aforementioned Union
catalogue in 1992 (see under KYRENIA above) .
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Kykkos Monastery Library
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There are 1,058 documents written in Ottoman Turkish in this col­
lection .
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INTRODUCTION

Islamic manuscripts in Czechoslovak castle & cloister libraries

There is a considerable number of formerly private libraries
preserved under state control in Czechoslovak castles and cloisters.
State care and control are administered by the local KraJskj ustao
pamatkovi pice a ochrany pnrody [County Institute for the Care of
Historical Monuments and Protection of Nature] in co-operation
with other special institutions.

The castle and cloister libraries are mostly preserved in the condi­
tion they were in between 1945 and 1948, when the castles were con­
fiscated or taken over by the state . The collections of all these
libraries have been noted and catalogued, step-by-step, in oddileni
zameckjch knihouen Ndrodniho muzea v Praze [Department of Castle
Libraries, National Museum, Prague: 115 79 Prague 1, Vaclavske
narnest! 68, Tel: 26 94 51, Curator: Dr. Jitka SimakovaJ.

The MSS deposited in the castle libraries are listed in Ustredni ar­
chi» CSAV [Central Archives of the Czechoslovak Academy of
Sciences, 11000 Prague 1, Karlova 2, Tel: 2657 65, Curator: Dr.
Petr] .

It is necessary to remark that all Czechoslovak political, econom­
ic, and cultural life and institutions are passing through fundamen­
tal re-structuring; this means-among other things-that the ques­
tion of ownership and care of the formerly private and church
property confiscated or taken over after 1945 has been thrown open.

The survey has focused on published catalogues of the castle and
cloister libraries as well as on all the available (mostly typewritten)
documentation of the Central Archive of the Czechoslovak Acade­
my of Sciences, which contains information about 80 per cent of the
manuscript collections kept in the Bohemian and Moravian castles
and cloisters as well as on the material-especially local cata­
logues-of the Department of Castle Libraries, National Museum
at Prague. Owing to lack of time research in situ was not possible.

From personal experience, nearly all castle library collections are
kept in the original conditions , i.e . the books are located in historical
cases and original milieux. Usually , there is no special equipment
in the castle and cloister libraries . On the other hand , the MSS
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collections in these libraries are not directly endangered by
humidity, microbiological or other factors.

In view of the circumstances in which they were collected and the
fact that the castle and cloister libraries are noted for their ancient
historical tradition , the Islamic MSS in these libraries are the oldest
ones in Czechoslovakia.

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

BOJNICE

Petracek, 1960, (in bibliographical appendix) states that there are
some Arabic manuscripts in Bojnice castle.

BRATISLAVA

Mestske Muzeum, Bratislava

Petracek, 1960, (in bibliographical appendix) states that there are
some Arabic manuscripts in the Bratislava Museum.

Uriiveraitna kniarrica

Michalska 1, 800 00 Bratislava (Slovac Republic)
Date of establishment: 1919
Status: State university library (The library of the U niverzita
Kornenskeho [Komensky Univers ity])
Total number of Islamic MSS: 598 titles in 284 volumes (393 Arabic;
88 Persian ; 117 Turkish; 3 Serbo-Croatian in Arabic script).
Description ofcollection : See BLACKOVIC ' s catalogue, 1961, below. The
subjects covered are:

Theology (226 Arabic MSS, 33 Persian MSS, 35 Turkish MSS);
Philosophy, sciences, history , politi cs, grammar etc . (151 Arabic
MSS , 12 Persian MSS, 37 Turkish MSS) ; Poetry and stories (10
Arabic MSS , 41 Persian MSS , 42 Turkish MSS); Varia (6 Arabic
MSS, 2 Persian MSS, 1 Turkish MS.). The collection covers the
period between the 9th and 11th century A.H. The oldest MS. dated
is from 591 A .H. See also
1960. Bratislavskaya kollektsiya Arabskikh rukopisei i ee znachenie
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diya izucheniya kulturi musulman Bosnii. By K. PETRACEK. Proble­
my Vostokooedeniya, 3, 1960, pp. 137 -140 .

According to BLACKOVIC, 1961, there are about 110 unique MSS
(90 Arabic, 18 Turkish and 1- 3 Persian ones ) in the collection ,
about 26 - 18 of them very valuable. The collection also contains
about 5 -10 autographs.

Most of the MSS in the Bratislava collection originated from the
private library of Dr SAVFET BEG BASAGIc , director of the Museum
at Sarajevo, Yugoslavia, at the beginning of the 20th century. The
whole corpus of the library was acquired for the University Library
at Bratislava in 1924 under the guidance of Prof. ] AN R YPKA .
Published catalogues:
1916. Popris orijentalnih rukopisa moje biblioteke. By S. BASAGIC .
Glasnikzemaljskog muzeja u Bosni i Hercegovini, 28, 1916, pp . 207 - 290 .

1925. Sbirka arabskych, perskych a tureckich rukopisii v universitni
Knihovne v Bratislave. By]. RYPKA. Revue Pnldy, 9 iv, 1925.

1961. Arabische , tiirkische und persische Handschriften der Uniuersitdtsbib­
liothek in Bratislava. Unter der Redaktion ]OZEF BLASKOVIC'S bear­
beiteten: die arabischen Handschriften KAREL PETRACEK, die tur­
kischen Handschriften ]OZEF BLASKOVIC , die persischen
Handschriften RUDOLF VESELY. Bratislava, Univerzitna kniznica.
550pp + 22 tables .

A descriptive and analytical catalogue of the whole collection, in
German , a detailed resume in Slovak. Concordances, name and title
indexes.
Codicological details: serial number, class-mark, complete name of
author, title , general description (binding, design , condition, num­
ber of folios, size of folio, size ofJadwal, paper, ink, ductus of the
script), incipit, explicit (contents , if need be), commentary, refer­
ences . 598 items, the whole collection .

JINDRICHUV HRADEC

Petracek, 1960 , (in bibliographical appendix) states that there is one
Arabic manuscript in Jindfichuv Hradec castle .
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Statni Zamek Krivoklat

Statnf zamek Kfivoklat, 270 23 Kfivoklat.
Date oj establishment: Library was established with all probability in
the second half of the 18th century by the EARL KARL EGON VON
FURSTENBERG, in 1881 the library was moved from Prague in
Krivoklat castle.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 19 (13 Arabic; 1 Persian; 4 Turkish).
Description oj collection: Qur)ans (4), separate siiras and prayer-books
(6), medicine (1), history (1),jiqh (1), grammar (1), legends (2) and
tales (1). The larger part of this collection dates from the 17th cen­
tury C .E. (12 MSS), two MSS are from the 16th century (No. 214
and 223 of the catalogue). The origin of the Islamic MSS collection
is not clear. They were probably collected as curiosities. All the MSS
except two are bound in original full-leather bindings. They are
placed in the class-mark I b - g.
Published catalogues:
1969. Rukopisy kTivokldtske knihovny. [Codices Manu Scripti Bib­
liothecae Castri Kfivoklat], Praha, Knihovna Narodniho muzea.
By JIRfs PRAZAK, 300pp + 8 tables . Oriental MSS pp. 241-246 by
FELIX TAUER.

A descriptive catalogue, in Czech. German foreword. Indexes,
concordances.
Codicological details : class-mark, general description (paper, folios,
size, binding, ductus, etc.), name of author and title, if known, or
subject of the MS., date, remarks. 19 titles , all the Islamic MSS in
the collection.
Unpublished catalogues: There is a typewritten catalogue kept in the
Department of Castle Libraries, National Museum, Prague (see In­
troduction) .

KROMERfz

Statni Zamek Kromertz

Statni zamek KromerIi, 767 00 Kromeffs.
Date oj establishment: The library of Kromer-ii castle was founded in
the eighties of the 17th century by the EARL KARL VON LIECHTEN­
STEIN and the Cardinal Friedrich, Earl von Furstenberg.
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Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (Arabic) .
Description ofcollection : All three MSS are copies of the Qur'an. One
MS . is indicated as " illuminated" and another as "Persian" . All
three MSS date from the 16th century C .E . They are placed in the
Great Hall in class-marks Ole VII 27 - 29.
Unpublished catalogues. A local catalogue [unknown author] Zdmeckd
knihovna Kromer{z [The Castle Library in KromeHz], Vols. 1-5, ca.
1960, typewritten and bound, is kept in the Department of Castle
Libraries, National Museum, Prague (see Introduction). The cata­
logue quotes three Arabic MSS in Vol. 2 under the serial numbers
21.111, 21.112 and 21.113 giving only these details: class-mark, title
and date .

MARTIN

Petracek, 1960, (in bibliographical appendix) states that there are
some Arabic manuscripts in Martin castle.

OLOMOUC

Simon, 1938, (in bibliographical appendix) states that there are
Christian Arabic MSS in the Studijnf Knihovna, Olomouc.

OSCK

See:
1891. Verzeichniss der Handschriften in der Bibliothek des Stiftes
Ossegg. By B. WOHLMANN. Die Handschriften- Verzeichnisse der
Cistercienser-Stifte, II. Vienna. (= Xenia Bernardina, II, 2). De­
scribes MSS 91-93 (Arabic MSS) on pp. 150-151.

PRAGUE

Knihovna Metropolitni Kapitoly Prasske

Petracek, 1960, (in bibliographical appendix) states that there is an
old Qur'an in this collection.
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Naprstkovo muzeum asijskych , africkych a americkych kultur,
knihovna

Betlemske namestf 1, 110 00 Praha 1, Czechoslovakia. Tel: 22 76
91. Curator: Dr Jakub Karfik
Date of establishment: 1864 .
Status: State museum, affiliated to the National Museum, Prague
Total number of Islamic MSS: 18 (12 Arabic; 1 Malay; 2 Persian; 3
Turkish).
Description of collection: Most of the MSS of the Naprstek Museum
collection are on theological subjects (13, incl . 5 copies of the Qur'an
and two collections of ad'iya). There are also diwans (2), a gram­
matical work, a treatise onfiqh , and defter. The oldest MS. of the
collection was written in 998 A.H .; most of the collection , however,
originated from the 18th and 19th centuries. The older MSS are
rare.

Most of the MSS (9) came from field-work by the Czech physician
and traveller Dr PAVEL DURDIK (1843 - 1903) in Sumatra, Mey-Sale
village, Atjeh province in 1879 (class-mark xxxv Du 1-9). For in­
formation about the acquisition of these MSS, see Pet let na Sumatie
[Five Years in Sumatra], by PAVEL DURDIK. Prague 1893, p. 159.
The other items are probably from private collections (Czech scholar
Prof. RUDOLF DVORAK and colleagues of VON TASCHKA), from the
antiquities market or from unidentified sources. The MSS are kept
in relatively good conditions, however some of them were acquired
incomplete. There are no traces of secondary damage in the course
of their housing in the museum collections. They mostly have origi­
nal bindings, especially those in DURDIK'S collection from Sumatra
(primitive leather bindings, canvas and iqatbindings) . The original
leather bindings are often dry and broken. The MSS have not been
damaged by humidity or microbiological factors. They are kept
separately in a locked metal fireproof case. They are partially pro­
tected from dust. Conditions are dry and the collection is not directly
endangered.
Unpublished catalogues: There is an unpublished manuscript card­
catalogue describing the Arabic MSS (by the author) . The codico­
logical details of the MS. of the descriptive catalogue: class-mark,
full name of author, title, general description of the MS . (number
of folios, paper, script, ink, size), age, incipit, explicit, remarks, ori­
gin, references.
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Narodnf knihovna v Praze, oddelenf rukop isu a vzacnych tisku

(formerly State Library of the Czech Socialist Republic [1958­
1990] and National and University Library [1935-1958])

Klementinum 190, 110 01 Praha l--Stare Mesto, Czechoslo­
vakia. Tel: 26 65 41, 26 72 41. Curator: Dr Miroslava Hejnova
Date of establishment: 1348 (as Prague University Library ; 1777 as
Public University Library; 1918 as State Public University Library;
1935 as National and University Library; 1958 as State Library) .

Department of Manuscripts and Rare Prints were established in
1921.
Status: Central state public library
Totalnumber of Islamic MSS: 579 (160 Arabic; 10 Chaghatay; 120 Per­
sian; 288 Turkish; 1 Urdu).
Description of collection: A large number of the MSS of the National
Library collection (310 MSS of which 177 Turkish , 74 Persian, 52
Arabic and 7 Chaghatay) were acquired by the well-known Czech
Iranologist Prof. JAN RYPKA during the years 1932-1934 in Istan­
bul. According to M . Borecky, 208 of them originated from the pri­
vate library of AHMED V EFIQ PASHA (1823 - 1891) . The other MSS
of this collection were originally in the libraries of various Ottoman
princes.

142 MSS (85 Turkish, 17 Persian and 40 Arabic ones) were ac­
quired during the 1930s from DR RESCHER'S collection: 50, mostly
Arabic, MSS came from the private library of PROF. RITTER and the
remaining MSS are from various smaller private collections.

The MSS are in very good condition without any traces of secon­
dary damage occurring in the library. The MSS are mostly bound
in authentic bindings, often full-leather ones with traditional orna­
ment and miqlab. The MSS have not been restored and practically
none have a secondary binding. Only relatively few are without any
binding. The MSS are not endangered by humidity or microbiologi­
cal factors, although, the building of the library is in an unsuitable
environment.

All the Islamic MSS are placed in one class-mark (XVIII) on the
open metal shelves in the strong-room in normal and dry conditions.
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The subjects of 533 MSS examined by M . Borecky are as follows.

Total Turkish Persian Arabic Chaghatay Urdu

poetry 148 71 62 9 5
history 59 37 15 7
theology 52 31 4 26
jiqh 38 11 27
philology 35 17 4 14
mysticism 33 21 3 8
prose 32 14 11 6
sciences 16 11 3 2
!}adith 13 3 11
philosophy 13 2 2 9
rhetoric &

epistolary 12 5 3 4
military

science 11 11
exegesis 10 6 4
geography 9 8 1
politics 5 5
prosody 3 2 1
various 44- 28 2 14

According to M . Borecky, 1934, there are 204 dated MSS in the collection.

Total Turkish Persian Arabic Chaghatay Urdu

13th century A.H. 57 30 13 11 2
(1786-1883]

12th century A.H. 58 35 11 12
(1689-1786]

1Ith century A.H. 42 17 12 13
[1592-1689]

10th century A.H. 32 12 12 8
(1495-1592)

9th century A.H . 6 2 3
(1398- 1495]

8th century A.H. 3 2
(1301 - 1398)

Total 204 98 53 50 2

For descriptions of the collection, see Petracek, 1960 , (in biblio­
graphical appendix) and
1984. Der Bericht tiber persische Handschriften aus der Hinterlas­
seschaft von Ahmed Vefik Pasa und aus zwei weiteren tiirkischen
Bibliotheken. By ADELA KRIKAVOVA. In: Rapports, co-rapports, com­
munications tchecoslouaques pour le vr conqres de l'Association Internationale
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d 'Etudes du Sud-Est Europeen , Prague: L'Institut de I'Histoire
tchecoslovaque et mondiale de l'Academic Tchecoslovaque des
Sciences, pp. 221 - 232 . (This contribution contains a detailed
description of the origin of the collection, the circumstances of its
acquisition and a brief characterisation of its subjects under five
headings: Literature, History , Religion and Philosophy, Lexico­
graphy, Varia).

1989. Priaodce po fondech oddileni rukopisu a vzdcnjch tisku SK CSR v
Praze. [A Guide of the Collections of the Department of Manuscripts
and Rare Prints in the State Library, Prague]. By MIROSLAVA
HEJNOVA. Praha, Statni knihovna, CSR, pp. 56-57. (in Czech, a
brief description of collection).
Published catalogues :
1893. Catalogue de la bibliotheque defeu AHMAD VEFYK PASHA . Con­
stantinople . 314pp.

Part of this collection is now in the National Library, Prague.

1957. Handschriftliches aus der Nationalbibliothek in Prag.
Vorlaufiger Bericht tiber einige arabische Handschriften. By KAREL
PETRACEK. In: Archio Orientdlni, 25,1957, pp. 611-627.

A descriptive catalogue, in German .
Codicological details: class-mark, general description, full name of
author, title and in the case of some important MSS also incipit, ex­
plicit, titles of chapters and references. The catalogue is divided into
five parts: 1. Qur'iin , 2./:ladith, 3. Muhammad, 4. Gebete, Fa'I , 5.
Dogmatik (u.a.). 56 titles, part of the collection .
Unpublished catalogues:
1934. Zprdoa 0 prozatimnim seznamu orientdlnicb rukopisii. [Report on a
preliminary list of oriental manuscripts]. By MILOS BORECKY.
[Prague] ca. 11pp . in Czech, a handwritten MS. unpublished, in the
Department of MSS and Rare Prints, National Library , Prague).
Liste des manuscrits orientauxde la Bibliotheque de I' Uniuersiu de Prague by
Dr. MILOS BORECKY. (19pp. , a typewritten MS., unpublished, in
the Department of MSS and Rare Prints, National Library,
Prague. The list includes: name of author [abbreviated], title , date
[if known], source and date of acquisition [if any] and size).
L iste des manuscrits arabes contenus dans la Bibliotheque publique et d 'uni­
uersite Ii Prague. By MILOS BORECKY. (49pp ., typewritten MS .,
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unpublished. An analytical description of63 Arabic MSS of the col­
lection. There are given following details in the catalogue: class­
mark, general description of the MS. [binding, size, number of
folios, paper, ink, number oflines, ductus, etc.], complete name of
author, title, incipit, explicit. The catalogue is divided into 14 parts:
I. Les manuscrits du ~ur'an, [10 items), II. Lecture du ~ur'an [3],
III. Les traditions [4], IV. Droit [5], V. Theologie [9]. VI.
Mystique [2], VII. Philosophie [8], VIII. L'Histoire [4], IX.
Voyages [1], X. Sciences [2], XI. Philologie [8], XII. Rhetorique
[4], XIII. Poesie [9], XIV. Belles Lettres [3]).
KAREL PETRACEK. An unfinished preliminary MS. of a handwritten
card-catalogue of Arabic works in the collection containing. 1. name
of author, 2. title, 3. date (if known), 4. bibliographical notes. (To­
day in the hands of the author of this survey).

Nosticka knihovna

Nosticky palac, Prague
Maltezske namesti cpo 471 , 110 00 Praha 1-Mala Strana; ad­
ministered by Department of Manuscripts, National Museum,
Prague, Vaclavske narnesti 68, 11579 Prague 1 (Curator: Dr Pavel
Brodsky).
Dateoj establishment: Early 17th century by OTTOEARL VON NOSTITZ.
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 8 (5 Arabic; 2 Persian; 1 Turkish).
Description oj collection: Two copies of the Qur'an, theology (2), trea­
tise on Arabic grammar (1), Turkish stories (1) , Persian poetry (2).
Five MSS date from the 17th century C .E., three MSS are rather
older: the Turkish stories are probably from the 16th century C.E.,
Ditoiin of Hafiz (No. 55 of the catalogue) and Nizami's Khamsa
(No. 134) are from the years 899 A.H.l1494 C.E. and 811 A.H.I
1427 C.E.

This was a private collection of a prominent aristocratic house. In
one of the MSS (prayer-book in Arabic, no. 38 of the catalogue) is
a note that it was captured by JAN MIK. Z NOSTITZ in a battle with
the Turks on 19 July 1667.

All the MSS are bound in original full-leather binding. They are
at class-mark MS. b, c, d .
Published catalogues:
1910. Rukopisy majorainiknihoony hrabat z Nostitz a Rhienecka v Praze
[MSS in the Succession Library of the EARLS OF NoSTITZ &
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RHIENECK]. By J.V. SIMAK. Prague. The Islamic MSS in the cata­
logue described by RUDOLF DVORAK.

A descriptive and analytical catalogue, in Czech. Indexes .
Codicological details: Author and title (if known) , general description
(folios , size, binding) , style , date, subject, brief characterisation of
the author and remarks.

Knihovna Or-ientalnfho ustavu eSAV v Praze

Lazeiiska 4, 11837 Praha I-Mala Strana, Czechoslovakia Tel: 53
30 51 Curator: Dr J aroslav Prosecky.
Date of establishment: 1922, first acquisition of Islamic MSS 1935.
Status: State institute
Total number of Islamic MSS: 186 (50 Arabic; 1 Malay; 29 Persian;
106 Turkish) .
Description ofcollection: A feature of the collection is a large acquisition
of 1935 (see below), containing mostly Turkish and Persian litera­
ture , especially poetry which dominates later accessions as well. The
collection also includes Arabic and Turkish theological (including 7
copies of the Qur'an) , philological, historical and astronomical liter­
ature, defiers , popular stories, epistolary works etc. Most of the MSS
date from the 18th and 19th centuries. The collection, however, con­
tains a number of older MSS (especially in the coil. Aul) dating from
the 16th and 17th centuries (952, 953, 997, 1001 A.H. etc.).

The or iginal corpus of the collection is the large acquisition before
1935 gathered in Istanbul by JAN RYPKA, Professor of Persian lan ­
guage and literature at the Charles University at Prague. This col­
lection contained 105 items. According to seals, the greater part of
these were originally in the ownership of AHMED VEFIQ PASHA (1238
A.H./1823-1308 A.H ./1891), an Ottoman statesman and Turkish
turkologist, Grand Vizier and governor-general in Brusa. There are
also ex libris or signatures of the well-known Austrian orientalist J .
VON KARABACEK (born 1845) in several of these MSS. Valuable,
mostly Arabic MSS (14 + 10 missing) also originate from the pri­
vate collection of the Czech physician and traveller Dr. JOSEF AUL
(1894 - 1956) . The MSS of his collection were well restored or
bound. Some further MSS originated from private collections of
PROFESSORS R YPKA and TAUER and several MSS were acquired from
collections of former castle libraries (for example Kynzvart in
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Bohemia, former seat of Austrian Chancellor METTERNICH) . A large
number of the MSS acquired after 1950 were obtained in the
antiquities market.

29 Islamic MSS inventoried in the library of the Oriental Institute
at Prague are missing. There are also 2 MSS indicated in the inven­
tory list as autographs, several MSS characterizied as "valuable"
and above all 10 MSS from the remarkable collection of DR AUL
among them.

The MSS are in relatively good condition, some of them,
however, were acquired incomplete. The MSS do not show traces
of any secondary damage in the course of their storage in the library.
The MSS have mostly original bindings, often full-leather with a
traditional ornament and miqlab. Almost twenty MSS have been
carefully rebound and restored (coll. Aul and others), and some of
the MSS are without binding. Original full-leather bindings are
often dry and broken. The MSS are not directly endangered by hu­
midity or microbiological factors.

All the MSS (including the Islamic ones) are kept separately in
three classes (R I 1-91, R II 1-123, R III 1-37) in a locked metal
fireproof case . The MSS are partially protected from the dust, in
normal and dry conditions .

For the history of acquisition of the library of AHMED VEFIQ
PASHA, see:
1984. Der Bericht tiber persische Handschriften aus der Hinterlas­
senschaft von Ahmed Vefiq Pasa und das zwei weiteren nirkischen
Biblioteken. By ADELA KRIKAVOVA. In: Rapports, co-rapports , commu­
nications tchecoslouaques pour le J!t' congres de I'Association internationale
d 'etudes du sud-est europien, Prague, pp. 221 - 232.
Published catalogues:
1893. Catalogue de la bibliotheque defeu AHMED VEFYK PASHA. Con­
stantinople. 314pp.

Part of this collection is now in the Oriental Institute library.
Unpublished catalogues: There is no systematic catalogue of the collec­
tion: The MSS are filed under an accession number, and there is
also a location list containing mostly only the name of the author and
the title, ifknown, but this is, however, rather incomplete, especially
in the case of exact identifying details of the MS. There are hand­
written cards enclosed with some MSS containing the basic descrip­
tion: author (if known), title (if known), writer (if known), number
of folios, age of the MSS and special remarks about the origin and
value of the MSS.
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Uncatalogued MSS: The unidentified MSS are not described at all.
The identifications already made concern only the MSS originating
from the large acquisition of 1935 and a few later ones . There has
been no scientific description and research of the MSS . The number
of unidentified MSS is still relatively high (about 30 - 40 %) . Also,
29 inventoried MSS are missing.

Strahovska knihovna

Pamatnfk narodniho plsernnictvi, Strahovske nadvoff 132, 110 00
Praha 1-Hradcany Tel : 53 8841.
Date of establishment: The cloister of the Premonstratensians was
founded 1140, the Library (the most famous one in Czechoslovakia)
in its contemporary form between the 17th and 18th centuries .
Total number of Islamic MSS: 9 (6 Arabic; 3 Turkish) .
Description of collection: Theology (including 2 copies of the Qur'fm).
The MSS date from the 17th and 18th centuries. They are kept un­
der the class-marks: DC V 9; DF III 14, IV 15, IV 27; DG IV 2;
DH V 29. See Petracek, 1960 , (in bibliographical appendix) .
Published catalogues:
1960. Arabische Handschriften in der Bibliotheca Strahoviensis
(Pamatnfk narodnfho pisemnictvf) in Prag. By KAREL PETRACEK.
In : Archiv orientdlni, 28 , 1960, pp. 467 -469.

A descriptive catalogue of all the Arabic MSS in the collection, in
German.
Codicological details: Complete name of the author, title, general
description (style, folios, size, paper, ink, ductus), incipit, explicit,
date, references. The Turkish MSS were identified in this article but
not described. 6 items (9 titles) , all the Arabic MSS in the collection.
Uncatalogued MSS: The 3 Turkish MSS are not fully catalogued.

U meleckoprumyslove Muzeum

Petracek, 1960, (in bibliographical appendix) states that there are
some Arabic manuscripts in this Museum.
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Knihovna predovychodnilio seminare filosoficke fakulty
University Karlovy v Praze

Celetna 20, 11638 Praha I-Stare Mesto , Czechoslovakia Tel: 22
84 41, extension 230 Curator: Dr Petr Zemanek
Date of establishment: University 1348, Seminar 1890 .
Status: State University
Total number of Islamic MSS: 26 (7 Arabic ; 7 Persian; 12 Turkish) .
Description of collection: Theology, history , grammar, literature ,
defiers . The MSS date mostly from the last three centuries (17th,
18th and 19th). The oldest MSS are from the 16th century (935,971
A.H.). Three Persian MSS were received as a gift from Prof. V.
MINORSKI in 1946, several MSS are probably from the former Ger­
man University at Prague before 1918. The other MSS-except for
several new acquisitions in the 1960s-probably originate from the
private collections of former Professors of the Charles University
QAN RVPKA , RUDOLF RUZICKA.

The MSS are in relatively good condition , they do no t show any
traces of secondary damage in the course of their storage in the
library. Several MSS are bound in new European bindings; the
original full-leather binding, if any, is often dried-out , broken and
in a poor state of repair. The MSS are not directly endangered by
humidity or microbiological factors. They are placed in a wooden
glass-fronted locked case together with the general collections of the
library , but on a separate shelf. They are partially protected from
the dust, and kept dry. For a brief description of the collection, see
Petracek, 1960, (in bibliographical appendix) .
Unpublished catalogues: There is no systematic catalogue of the collec­
tion. The MSS are listed in the inventory together with the other
printed books without further details and also the number of items
is not exact. There are also handwritten cards with incomplete and
insufficient descriptions in Czech inserted into some of the MSS.
However, many of the MSS have remained without any descrip­
tion . The handwritten cards originate from first three decades of the
20th century.
UncataloguedMSS: Fourteen MSS of the collection have not yet been
identified: 3 Arabic, 4 Persian and 7 Turkish.
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Klaster Tepla, 364 61 Tepla u Touzime.
Date of establishment: The cloister of the Premonstratensians was
founded in 1193 C.E . In the early 1950s the cloister was confiscated,
but now it is returning to church control.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4 (2 Arabic; 2 Turkish).
Description of collection: Qur'an (1), philosophy (3),Jetva (1), theology
(1). All the MSS date from the 17th century C.E. They are kept in
class-marks VI.166 - 169.
Unpublished catalogues: The unpublished manuscript of a descriptive
and analytic catalogue by Dr RUDOLF VESELY is kept in the Central
Archives of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences (see In­
troduction) .

The catalogue contains the following codicological details: class­
mark, title, full name of author, general description (style, number
of folios, size, binding, paper, ink, ductus), notes and references.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

CAwwad, Kiirkis. Fahiiris al-makhiiitiit al-Sarabiyafi 'l-ciilam. Kuwait:
Ma'ihad al-Makhtiitat al-cArabiya. 1984. 2 vols.

Lists catalogues and publications about Arabic manuscripts all
over the world.

Birnbaum, Eleazar. Turkish manuscripts: cataloguing since 1960
and manuscripts still uncatalogued . Part 4: Hungary, Czechoslo­
vakia, Poland , Great Britain, Ireland, the Netherlands, Belgium,
France, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, Finland, United
States, Canada. Journal of theAmerican Oriental Society, 104, 1984, pp.
303-314.

Czechoslovakia is described on page 304. The article describes the
Turkish collections and the state of their catalogues, published and
unpublished .

Huisman, A.J. W. Les manuscrits arabes dans le monde: une bibliographie
des catalogues. Leiden : E.J. Brill. 1967. 84pp.

A bibliography of published catalogues dealing only with Arabic
MSS.
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Mikhailova, I.B . and Khalidov, A.B . Bibliografiyaarabskikh rukopisei.
Moscow: Nauka. 1982. 302pp.

Bibliography of catalogues and surveys of Arabic MSS.

Pearson, j .D. Oriental manuscripts in Europe andNorthAmerica: asurvey .
Zug: Inter Documentation Company. 1971. (Bibliotheca Asiatica,
7). 515pp.

This is a reference work listing known collections and catalogues
published and unpublished .

Petracek, K. Al-Makhtiitat al-Sarabiya fi Tshikiislirfakiya. Majallat
Machad al-Makhtiitat al-cArab'iya, 6, 1960, pp. 3 - 8.

Describes collections in Czechoslovakia.

Sezgin, Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Leiden: E.J. Brill.
1967 - . 9 vols . in progress.

Contains references to published catalogues .

Simon ,jean. Repertoire des bibliotheques publiques et prives d 'Eu­
rope contenant des manuscrits arabes chretiens, Orientalia, NS 2,
1938, pp . 239-264.

A list of published catalogues of collections of Christian Arabic
MSS arranged by town.
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UNION CATALOGUES

1967 - 1968. Nusakh-i khatti-yi farsi-yi Kitabkhanah-i Sultani-yi
Kupanhag. By Iraj Afshar. Nuskhahthii-yi Khatri, 5, 1346, pp. 689­
713.

Describes some MSS in the David Collection, and in the Royal
Library, including some MSS in the Arthur Christensen collection
there.

1977. Catalogue of Indonesian Manuscripts Part 2. OldJavanese Charters,
Javanese, Malay and Lampung Manuscripts, Mads Lange's Balinese letters
and official letters in Indonesian languages. By F.H . VAN NAERSSEN,
TH.G.TH. PIGEAUD & P. VOORHOEVE. Copenhagen: The Royal
Library. 179pp. (Catalogue of Oriental Manuscripts, xylographs
etc. in Danish Collections, 4 ii).

A detailed catalogue, with extensive translations, which includes
description of 2 Malay MSS in the Royal Library and one housed
in the National Museum.

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

COPENHAGEN

Davids Samling

Kronprinsessegade 30
1306 Kebenhavn K .
Date of establishment: 1945
Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 12 (7 Arabic; 4- Persian; 1 mixed Arabic/
Persian/Turkish). 8 MSS belong to the David Collection; 4- MSS
belong to Kunstindustrimuseet (Museum ofIndustrial Art), on per­
manent loan to the David Collection.
Description of collection : Qur)an fragments and literature. The
manuscripts of the David Collection are of artistic significance.

A librarian and a conservator care for the manuscripts . The build­
ing is quite suitable .
Published catalogue:
1967 - 68. See article by Afshar under Union Catalogues under s
above.



194 DENMARK--COPENHAGEN

Unpublished catalogues: The collection is not catalogued, but
registered on cards, containing full description of each manuscript,
the main interest being art.

Kongelige Bibliothek

Christians Brygge 8
Postbox 2149
1016 K0benhavn K .
Date of establishment: 1653
Status: Public
Totalnumber of Islamic MSS: 1167 (534 Arabic; 2 Malay; 497 Persian;
70 Turkish; 51 Arabic/Persian/Turkish ; 13 Urdu) .
Description of collection: Islamic science and literature . Part of the col­
lection (533 MSS) is catalogued and published , part of the collection
(537 MSS) is catalogued, but not published, and 97 MSS are still
not described.

The staff in The Royal Library care for the collection. The build­
ing is quite suitable. See also:

1965. Early nineteenth century Arabic manuscripts from Kumasi.
By N. LEVTZION. Transactions of theHistorical Society oj Ghana, 8, 1965,
pp. 99-119.

1975. Maktabat Kiibinhakin wa-rnakhtiitatuha al-Sarabiya . By
RAzuQ FARAJ RAzuQ. Al-Mawrid, 4 ii, 1975, pp. 255-262.

1979. The theory of music in Arabic writing (ca. 900 -1900): descriptive
catalogue of manuscripts in libraries of Europe and the USA . By AMNON
SHlLOAH. Munich: G. Henle Verlag. 512pp.

A bibliography of known works (341 texts) with locations of
known MSS (1240 MSS) including holdings in the Royal Library
at Copenhagen.

1983. Die turksprachliche Sammlung der Kg!. Bibliothek in
Kopenhagen. By S.T. RASMUSSEN. Materialia Turcica, 9, 1983,
pp.117-129.
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1985 . Arabiske erotica i Orientalsk Afdeling. By S.T. RASMUSSEN.
Meddelelser fra R igsbibliotekaren, 1985 iv, pp. 13-24.

Published catalogues:

1851- 1857. Codices Orientales Bibliothecae Regiae Hafniensis Jussu et
auspiciis regiis enumerati etdescriptio Vol. 2. Pars Altera: Codices Hebraicos
etArabicos Continens , 1851, 188pp; Vol. 3. Pars Tertia: Codices Persicos,
Turcicos, Hindustanicos etc. Continens , 1857, 92pp. By A.F. MEHREN.
Copenhagen: The Royal Library of Copenhagen.

A detailed catalogue giving format , number of pages, number of
volumes, type of script, description of script, subject, name of
author, title in original language, title in Latin, date, place of copy­
ing, references to other catalogues and other relevant literature, first
and last words of the manuscript in original language, ex libris. Vol.
2 contains Codices Hebraici 1- 46 and Codices Arabici 1 - 309 and
covers the collection up to 1851. Vol. 3 contains Codices Persici
1-143, Codices Turcici 1- 24, Codices Mixti 1- 35, Rotulee et col­
lectiones imaginum 1- 5, Codices Hindustanici 1- 13, Codices
Malaici 1- 2, Codices Syriaci 1- 2, Codices Syro-Arabici 1- 2,
Codices Aethiopi 1- 2, Codices Coptici 1- 4, Codices Armenii 1-3,
Codex Georgicus , Codex Mogolicus; Addenda: Codices Hebraici in
parte antecedente omissi 1-2; (total : 234 MSS) and covers the col­
lection up to 1857.

1915. Description de quelques manuscrits orientaux appartenant a
la Bibliotheque de I'Universite de Copenhague. By ARTHUR
CHRISTENSEN &J. Q)STRUP. Oversigt over det Kgl. Danske Videnskabemes
Selskabs Forhandlinger, 1915, nos. 3-4, pp. 256-284.

These MSS are now in the Royal Library.

1967. Some Persian MSS in the collections are described in Afshar's
Union Catalogue.

1977. The Malay MSS are described In NAERSSEN'S Union
Catalogue .

Unpublishedcatalogues: Card index ofMSS addenda: Katalog over orien­
talske hlmdskrijter (Catalogue of Oriental Manuscripts), 2 parts .
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Not published. The collection was transferred to the Royal
Library of Copenhagen from the University Library of Copenhagen
in 1938. The cards give the following details: type of script, form,
size, number of pages, nationality of copyist (oriental/occidental),
name of author, title in latin letters, date, short description (physical
condition , broken and missing parts, etc.).

Part 1 contains Codices Arabici 1- 70, Cod. Arab. add. 1- 35,
Cod. sim. add . 1- 21 , Codices Persici 1- 141, Cod. Pers. add.
1-51 , Cod. sim. Pers. 1-10, ARTHUR CHRISTENSEN, Persian MSS,
1-152 ; Total number 328 .

Part 2 contains: Codices Turcici 1-41, Cod. sim. Turc. 1-3,
Cod. sim. orient. mixt. 1 - 2, Codices mixti Arabici et Persici 1-11,
Cod. Copt. 1- 2, Cod. Syr. 1- 2, Cod. Syr. rotul. 1, Cod. Aethiop.
1-3 , Cod . Armen . 1-4, Cod. Samaritanus 1; Total number 70.

Uncatalogued MSS: Part of this collection is still not described: the
ARTHUR CHRISTENSEN collection of Arabic manuscripts and litho­
graphs, acquired in Persia 1913 -14. It includes 97 manuscripts
mostly aboutfiqh and sharh,

Nationalmuseet

The Ethnographic Collection of the National Museum
Ny Vestergade 10
1471 Kebenhavn K .
Description of collection: The collection contains a few Qur'ans,
prayerbooks and fragments in connection with miniatures, total
number max . 20.

The collection is closed for two years and information not
accessible.
Published catalogues:
1977. The Malay MS . is described, and large sections of it trans­
lated, in NAERSSEN 'S Union Catalogue.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

Afshar, Iraj. Kitdbshiniisi-yi fihristhii-yi nuskhali'hii-yi khaui-yi fiirsi dar
kitiibkhanah'hii-yi dunyd , Tehran: University of Tehran. 1958.
3 + Bpp.

Lists 222 catalogues published in 17 countries.
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CAwwad, Kiirkis. Fahiiris al-makhiiudt al-iarabiyafi 'l-ciilam . Kuwait:
Ma'ihad al-Makhtiitat al-cArabiya. 1984. 2 vols.

Lists catalogues and publications about Arabic manuscripts all
over the world.

Huisman, A.J. W. Les manuscrits arabes dans le monde: une bibliographie
des catalogues. Leiden: E.J. Brill. 1967. 84pp.

A bibliography of published catalogues dealing only with Arabic
MSS.

Mikhailova, I. B. and Khalidov, A. B. Bibliograjiya arabskikh rukopisei ,
Moscow: Nauka. 1982. 302pp.

Bibliography of catalogues and surveys of Arabic MSS.

Pearson, J.D. Oriental manuscripts in Europe and NorthAmerica: a survey.
Zug: Inter Documentation Company. 1971 (Bibliotheca Asia­
tica, 7). 515pp.

This is a reference work listing known collections and catalogues
published and unpublished.

Sezgin, Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Leiden: E.J. Brill .
1967 -. 9 vols. in progress.

Contains references to published catalogues.

Simon, Jean. Repertoire des bibliotheques publiques et pnves
d 'Europe contenant des manuscrits arabes chretiens. Grientalia,
NS 2, 1938, pp . 239-264.

A list of published catalogues of collections of Christian Arabic
MSS arranged by town.

Storey, C .A .- . Persian Literature: a bio-bibliographical survey. London.
1927-. (Russian rev.ed . Moscow, 1972- ).

A survey of Persian literature which lists catalogues consulted in
vols. 1 & 2.

Vajda, Georges and Durantet, Madeleine . Repertoiredes catalogues et
inoentaires de manuscrits arabes. Paris : CNRS, 1949 . 48pp.

General reference work listing published catalogues of Arabic
manuscript collections all over the world .
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

A number of mosque libraries in Egypt contain collections of Islamic
MSS . Some, but not all, of these are included in this survey. Further
information may be obtained from the Wizarat al-Awqaf (Ministry
of Islamic Endowments) in Cairo.

UNION CATALOGUES & SURVEYS

1858. Catalogus librorum manuscriptorum in bibliotheca collegii
Cahirensis ad El-Azhar aliisque Cahirae collegiis asservatorum, ad
fidem codicis Vindobonensis editus. Kashj al-zuniin can asdmi 'l-kutub
uia- 'l-funiin. Lexicon bibliographicum et encyclopedicum a Mustafa Ben
Abdallah Katib Jelebi dicto et nomine Haji Khalfa [Hajji Khalifa]
celebrato compositum. Ed. G. FLUEGEL. Tomus sept imus Catalogos
bibliothecarum Cahirensium Damascenae Halebensis Rhodiae et Constan­
tinopolitanarum continens. London: O riental Translation Fund.
Pp.3-22.

List of 1,099 titles, in Arabic .

1919. Nawiidir al-makluiud: al-cArabi:ya uia-omdkin toujiidihd. By
Al;lMAD TAYMuR. Ed. SALAl;l AL-DfN AL-MuNAJJID. Beirut: Dar al­
Kitab al-jadid , 1980.

Originally published as a series of articles in 1919. Arranged by
subject, with a list oflibraries by country at the end. Egyptian collec­
tions receive special attention: the author was a famous Egyptian
scholar and collector of MSS .

1928. Aus den Bibliotheken von Konstantinopel und Kairo. By JOSEPH
SCHACHT. Berlin (Abhandlungen der Preussischen Akademie der
Wissenschaften, 1928: Philosophisch-Historische Klasse , 8). 75pp.

Contains details of Arabic & Turkish MSS in various Cairo
libraries .

1930. Makhtiitat Masihiya Misriya. By TAwFfQ ISKARus . Al-Sharq
wa-'l-Gharb, 1930.
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1930. AU5 Kainner Bibliotheken. By J OSEPH S CHACHT . Berl in
(Abhandlungen der Preussischen Akadcmie der Wissenschaften,
1929 : Ph ilosophisch -Historische Klasse , 6). 36pp.

1934. Catalogue des manuscrits arabes chretiens, conserves au Caire. By
GEORG GRAF . R ome (Stud i e T esti , 63 ) . 319pp.

Descriptions of 730 MSS .

1939 - 42. Fahdris al-makhtiudt al-Qih~iya uia- 'l-SArabiya al-matojiida hi­
'l-Mat~afal-Qibtz uia- 'l-Ddr al-Batriyarkiya uia-ahamm kana'is al-Qiihira
uia- 'l- Iskandariya tua-adyirat al-qutr al-Misri. Catalogue of the Coptic and
Arabic manuscripts in the Coptic Museum, the Patriarchate, the principal
churchesof Cairoand Alexandria and the monasteries of ElfYpt. By MARQlJS
SIMAYKA & YAssA <ABO AL-MASIJ:I. Cairo . 2 vols . 153 + 183; 10 +
706pp. 115 plates.

1947. Khazii'in al-kutub al-iA rabiyafi 'l-khiifi qay n , Vol. 1. By FILIB 01
TARRAZL Beirut.

1957. T aswir al-rnakhtutat min : T anta, al-Mansirra, Dimyat.
Majallat Machad al-Makhtiud: al-tArabiya, 3 , 1957 , pp . 343 - 345 .

List of25 MSS in th e Ahmadi Mosque Library in Tanta , 5 in the
M ansura library and 12 in the Religious Institute in Damietta.

1976. Taqrir <an al-makhtiitat IT Jumhuriyat M isr al-<Arabiya. Al­
Mawrid, 5 i , 1976, pp . 76 - 8 1.

1986. Tables de concordance des manuscrits arabes chretiens du Caire et du
Sinai". By KHALIL SAMIR. Leuven: Peeters (Corpus Scriptorum
Christianorum Orientalium, 482 : Subsidia, 75). 1I8pp.

1989. Al-makhtiudt al-<Arabiya: fahiirisuhii uia-fahrasatuhd wa-mawiiti­
nuhiifi Jumhii.r~yat Misr al-iArabiya, By <IZZAT YAS!N ABU HAYBA.
C a iro: Al-Hav'a al-Misriya al -cAmma li-l-Kitab. 418pp .
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INDIVID UA L COLLECT IONS

ABU TIG (Abu Tij)

Furughli Mosque (Masjid al-Ustadh al -Furughl i)

Abu Tig , Asyut Governora te
Status: Mo sque library

Kn own to possess Islamic M SS : for fu rth er information apply to

the M inistry of Awq iif in Cairo .

ALEXANDRIA

CAbd al-Razzdq al-Wafa)i Mosque Library

T otal number (!! Islamic M SS : 7 (Arabic) .
Description of collection: The MSS are all Qur)an s. For further infor­
mati on , apply to the Ministry of Awqaf in Cairo.

Alexandria University Library (Maktabat jamiCat
al-Iskandariya)

Ahmad Hasanayn Street , at the back of the Faculty of Agri culture ,
Shatbi , Alexandria .
Tel.: 597 075 5
Date of establishment: 1942
Status: University library
Condition s of access : Admission without pa yment for stude nts and
researchers.
Total number of Islam ic MSS: 1,191 (1 ,051 Arab ic; 14-0 Turkish/
Persian).
Description ojcollection: The MSS are deposited in a narrow passage ,
kept in wooden glass-fronted cupboards which are always closed.
There is no ventilation and some are wormed whil e othe rs are
heavily im pregnated with du st . No means are available for care or
maintenan ce.

Topics cove red by the MSS include tafsir, Hadith, Hadith termi­
nolo gy , fiqh, kalam , logic, philosophy, literatu re , langu age, mor­
phology, grammar , rhet or ic, prosody , history, geog raphy, medi ­
cine, arithmetic, as tro no my, alchemy, ph ysics. There are some rare
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autograph MSS. Most were copied in the 11th and 12th centu ries.
Important MSS include the following:
1) Al-Khiliifiyiit by ABU I:IAFS (DMAR NAJM AL-DIN, date of cop ying

405 AH;
2) Sharh 'Uyiin al-Hikma by FAKHR AL-DIN AL-RAzI, date of copying

775 AH;
3) Al- Washryat (al-Hamdsa al-$ughrii) by ABU TAMMAM , date of copy­

ing 637 AH;
4) I'riib uia-Sharh Mughni al-Labib by MUI;IAMMAD AL-AMIR AL­

AZHARI, date of copying 761 AH;
5) Kanz al-Daqii'iq by (ABD ALLAH AL-NAsAFI, date of copying 842

AH.
There is also a set of modern documents not yet enumerated,

which date from 1680 to 1690.
A collection of microfilms was also given to the museum of the

Facuity of Arts in 1960.
There are no printed catalogues.

Unpublished catalogues: There is an enumerative register (siJill &a$rz) ,
which gives name of author, title and some information about it ,
number of volumes, number of leaves , lines, type of ink, date of
copying, style of script, page size. Arranged by serial no.

A card index is also provided, arranged by author. Particulars:
name of author, title of the MS ., subject, style ofscript , date of copy ­
ing, number of leaves , page size . Compiled a long time ago by a
library cataloguer.

AI-Bu~iri Mosque Library

Total number of Islamic MSS: 17 (Arabic?).
For further information , apply to the M inistry of Awqaf in Cairo .

Greek Orthodox Patriarchate Library (Maktabat Batriyarkiyat
al-Riim al-Urthawdhuks)

P .O . Box 2006 , Alexandria
Date of establishment: l Oth century CEo
Status: Christian religious library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 8 (Arabic).
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Description of collection: These few Arabic MSS are part of a large col­
lection of mainly Greek codices.
Published catalogues:
1945. Katalogoi tes Patriarkhikis Bibliothikes, Tomos A: Kheirografa.
(By THEODOROS D. MOSKHONAS.) Alexandria. Reprinted (with
addenda), Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1965 (Studies
and Documents, XXVI) . 260pp.

Arabic MSS, nos. 283-285, 398 , 414. See HUISMAN (Bibli­
ographical Appendix below), p. 11, for corrections to the index.

Municipal Library (Maktabat Baladiyat al-Iskandariya)

18 Mansha Street, near the Muhafazah building, Alexandria.
Tel.: 482 5800 Ex. 418
Date of establishment: 1892
Status: Public library
Conditionsof access: Researchers and postgraduate students only. Ap­
plications for photocopying MSS are sent to the Maritime Trans­
port Academy (Akadirniyat al-Naql al-Bahri); the MS . is micro­
filmed and a paper photocopy is given to the researcher, the
microfilm being delivered to the library .
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4,624 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish).
Description ofcollection: The MSS are housed in an oval room, on open
wooden shelves, and arranged by subject. They are fumigated every
six months, but they are in very bad condition. Some damage has
been caused by heat and humidity and no conservation or repair is
carried ou t.

The subjects of the MSS include the Qur'anic sciences, recitation
of the Qur'an, rasm (design) of the mushaf, tafsir , Hadith, termi­
nology, principles of jurisprudence, the four schools ofIslamic Law,
morphology, grammar, rhetoric, composition, language, prosody
and rhyme , literature, theology, tasaunouf, the Islamic sects, beliefs,
prayer, logic , hikma, philosophy, ethics , biography of the Prophet ,
history, geography , medicine, veterinary medicine , alchemy and
physics, arithmetic, algebra, geometry, astronomy, astrology,
music, military arts and fortifications .

The collection is of considerable importance. M ost MSS were
written between the 11th and 13th centuries AH . Among the impor­
tant MSS of the collection are : (i) SaM~ Muslim (13 parts) by IMAM
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MUSLIM , dated 368 AH ; (ii) Al-Hujjafi 'llal al-Qirii'iit by ABU 'ALi
AL-FARISI AL-NA1;Iwi, date of copying 390 AH; (iii) Al-jiimi' li-Akhldq
al-Riuoi wa-Adiib al-Sdmi: by AL-KHATiB AL-BAoHoAoi, date of copy­
ing 500 AH; (iv) Al-Tadtoinfi Akhbiir Qazw!n by AL-RAFI 'i. There
are some precious MSS in the handwriting of their authors such as
AL-MAQRizi a nd JALAL AL-SUYUTi.
Published catalogues:
1913 -14. Arabskie rukopisi Gorodskol Biblioteki v Aleksandrii i
Divan 'OMARA AL-MAKHKHARA . By I.YU .KRACHKOVSKII. Zapiski
Vostochnago Otdileniya lmperatorskago Russkago Arkheologicheskago Ob­
shchestua , 22, 1913-14, pp. 1-30. Reprinted in his Izbrannye sochi­

neniya, tom II , Moscow & Leningrad, 1956, pp . 152 -182.

1926 - 29. Fihris al-Maktaba al-Baladiya fi 'l-Iskandariya . By A1;IMAO
ABU 'ALi. Alexandria. 6 vols. 434; 317 ; 384; 218; 245; 319pp.

Classified. Gives titles , authors, dates of authors ' deaths, number
of parts, script styles, copyists, dates & comments on subject-matter.

1951. Maktabat Fiiriiq al-Awwal bi- 'l-Iskandariya . By M U1;IAMMAO AL­
BAsHiRAL-SHINOi. Cairo. Fihris al-tarikh, 173pp. ; Fihris al-jughra­
fiya, 27pp .

1954. Fihris ba'rj al-makhiiudt al-rArabiya al-miidaia bi-Maktabat
Baladiyat al-Iskandariya mundhu inshii'ihii sanat 1892M ild sanat 1930M.
By MU1;IAMMAD AL-BASHiR AL-SHINOi. Alexandria, 1373 . 143pp.

Classified and arranged by title within each subject. Gives titles,
authors, incipits, script styles, dates & copyists.

1955. Fihris baqiyat al-makhtiudt al-'Arabrya al-miidaia bi-Maktabat
Baladiyat al-Iskandariya mundhu inshii'ihii sanat 1892M ila sanat 1930M.
By MU1;IAMMAD AL-BASHiR AL-SHINDi. Alexandria, 1374. 269pp.

Continuation of preceding item.

1955. Al-rnakhtiitat fi 'l-Maktaba al-Baladiya bi- 'I-Iskandariya. By
IBRAHiM AL-SHINoi. Majallat Ma'had al-Makhtiitiit al-'Arabrya, 1,
1955, pp. 68-69.
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1955 . Fihris al-tabi<tyiit wa-acmiil al-hukiima wa- 'l-qisas uia-'l-riwiiyiit.
Alexandria. 149pp .

Accessions 1930 - 50 .

1955 . Fihris al-lughiit wa- 'l-iidiib bi-Maktabat Baladiyat al-Iskandariya
1950-1955. Alexandria. 353pp.

1956. Fihris al-tiirikh wa- 'l-jughriifiyii bi-Maktabat Baladiyat al­
Iskandariya 1950 -1955. Alexandria.

1960. Fihris al-Suliim al-diniya wa- 'l-ruMntya bi-Maktabat Baladiyat al­
Iskandariya 1950-1955. Alexandria.

Unpublishedcatalogues:
1) Card index by subject (e.g. morphology, grammar, prosody ,

etc .) . Particulars: title, author, date of his death if known, style
of script , date of copying, some information about the subject
matter.

2) Card index by title : particulars as above.
3) Card index by author: particulars as above .

Al-Nasir Mosque Library

Samuha, Alexandria
There are Qur)an MSS in this library. For further information,

apply to the Ministry of Awqaf in Cairo.

Shaykh Ibrahim Pasha Mosque Gamic al-Shaykh)

According to SEZGIN (see Bibliographical Appendix below), p. 323,
some Arabic MSS in this mosque have been microfilmed by the
Institute of Arabic Manuscripts in Cairo (q.v.).

ASYUT

Umayyad Mosque (AI-Masjid al-Umawi)

Rub" al-Karnila, Asyut
Status: Mosque library
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Description ofcollection: Includes some volumes of the Qur'[m. For fur­
ther information, apply to the Ministry of Awqaf in Cairo.

BANI cADI

Maktabat al-Ustadh al-CIyat

Bani cAdi, Asyut Governorate
Status: Mosque library
Description of collection : Includes some parts of a volume of Ghazali,
For further information , apply to the Ministry of Awqaf in Cairo.

CAIRO

AI-Azhar Library (AI-Maktaba al-Azhariya)

AI-JamiC al-Azhar, al-Husayn , Cairo
Date of establishment: 1897
Status: Public (affiliated to al-Azhar al-Sharif)
Conditions of access: The Library requires a formal letter of intro­
duction from the institution to which the researcher or scholar is
affiliated.
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 24,000 (Arabic; Turkish).
Description of collection: The building is not suitable for keeping MSS
for reasons which have to do with both ventilation and temperature.
Many MSS have been damaged by worms. It is known that a
modern-style building has been constructed for the Library but it
has not yet been furnished.

Subjects covered by the MSS include: Qur'ans, Qur'anic
sciences, qirii'iit (readings), tafsir, Hadith, Hadith terminology, usidal­
fiqh (principles of jurisprudence), al-fiqli al-Hanafi, al-fiqb al-Miiliki,
al-fiqh al-ShiifN, al-fiqn al-Hanbali, al-farii'id, hikmat al-tashri: (phi­
losophy oflegislation), general jurisprudence, cilmal-kaldm (scholas­
tic theology), logic, principles of research, philosophy, Sufism, the
humanities, farjii'il, language, al-toad': (composition), grammar,
rhetoric, prosody and rhyme, literature, history, geography, educa­
tion , sociology, ethics, medicine, arithmetic, geometry, algebra,
general knowledge, astronomy, al-ad'iya (invocations of God), al­
awriid, al-harf and al-raml, physiognomy and palmistry, writing,
draughtsmanship and dictation , commerce and crafts, agriculture,
alchemy, medicine, chivalry, military arts, music, pictures and
ilIustrations.
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Most MSS were copied between the 10th and 12th centuries AH.
Many of the MSS are in the handwriting of their authors; others are
contemporary or early copies. A number of private scholars'
libraries were donated to the Library.

The collection is highly important. It contains a number of rare
MSS, including:

1) Al-Kashshdf can ljaqa'iq al- Tanzil by ZAMAKHSHARi (died 538
AH) in the handwriting of AL-MAW~ILi, who copied it from the
author's original MS. in 654 AH ;

2) Al-Ikmidfi Raj' al-Irtiydb by IBN MAKULA (died 475 AH), date
of copying 607 AH;

3) Al-farl; uia-'1-Taidil by AL-RAZi (died 327 AH), date of copying
632 AH;

4) Ifdda: al-Amodr by AL-DIHLAwi, date of copying 700 AH;
5)Jamic al-Sadr al-Shahid by BUSAM AI--DiN AL-BuKHARi, date of

copying 501 AH ;
6) Al- Wafiz by IMAM AL-GHAZALi, date of copying 575 AH;
7) A Qur'iin in the handwriting of ABU 'L-MAI;fASIN IBN ABi 'L­

NAJiB IBN NA~R, 528 AH;
8) Diuidn AL-MuTANABBf, date of copying 544 AH;
9) Rusiim Dar al-Khiliifa by AL-SABi, date of copying 455 AH;

10) Taj al-Masadirfi 'l-Lugha by AL-MuQRI" date of copying 661
AH;

11) Shari; Durrat al-Ohaunuds by AL-RAZi, draft by the author, date
of copying 823 AH ;

12) Adab al-Muridin by AL-SUHRAWARDi (died 563 AH), date of
copying 659 AH.

Published catalogues:
1858. See Union Catalogues section above.

1945 - 62. Fihris al-kutub al-maiojiida bi- 'l-Maktaba al-Azhariya. Cairo:
Matba'iat al-Azhar, 1365- .8 vols . 600; 727; 761; 479; 620; 468;
527;?pp. Vol. 1 was reprinted in 1952.

Gives titles, authors , copyists, dates, script styles, number of
leaves , ruling; in some cases, especially when the text is unpub­
lished, brief notes on author & content.

1964. Qa'ima bibliyiighrdfiya bi- 'l-makhtiud: allati tamm tasioiruha bi- '1­
mikraiofilm can Maktabdt al-Azhar wa-arwiqatihi. Cairo, 1384. 113pp.



210 EGYPT-CAIRO

N.B.: In addition to the main library, to which all the foregoing in­
formation relates, there are also three separate mosque libraries in
Al-Azhar. They are those of Masjid al-Atrak (Mosque of the
Turks), which has 3,500 MSS; Masjid al-Maghariba (Mosque of
the Maghribis) , which has 4,378; and Masjid al-Shawam (Mosque
of the Syrians) , whih has 885. No further information is available
on these holdings.

Cairo University Library

Giza
Date of establishment: 1927
Status: State university library
Conditions of access: Reading and photocopying for students,
researchers and teachers without conditions.
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 5,000 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish;
20% are photocopies, not original MSS).
Description of collection: The collection is valuable and includes rare
MSS. Most were written between the 11th and 13th centuries AH .
Rare MSS include: Al-Murshidafi'iIlm al-Hisdb by IBN AL-HAYTHAM,
date of copying 783 AH; Al- Wiifiya: Sharh al-Kiifiya by AL­
ASTARABADI, date of copying 848 AH; Siyiisat al-Badan uia-Fadilat al­
Shatiib by AL-KAZARUNI, date of copying 860 AH.

These were part of the library of Prince IBRAHIM I:IILMI, which he
gave to the University Library.

The MSS are kept on shelves in wooden cupboards with glass
doors and curtains; their condition is excellent, although there are
some slight defects requiring conservation and repair work .
Published catalogues:
1936. Fihrist al-kutub uia- 'l-makhiiudt al-mahfiiza fi khiziinat al-Amir
Ibrahim Hilmi bi-Maktabat al-jiimica al-Misriya. Catalogueofthe collection
of H.H.the late Prince Ibrahim Hilmy. Cairo, 1355. 182 + 270pp.

Forthcoming. A bibliographical list has been completed by the
Documentation Section in the Library under the supervision of
FATIMA IBRAHIM, and is in the press. It includes 2,000 texts embod­
ied in the Library's Arabic MSS, arranged by subject, then by title,
with names of authors (& dates of their deaths), incipits, explicits,
number of leaves, script styles, ink colours, descriptions, rulings,
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dimensions, copyists, dates. A similar list of Turkish & Persian MSS
is also in press .

Unpublished catalogue: Fihris bitiiqiu al-kutub al-makhtiua wa- 'l-matbiiCa
al-mawjiida fi ]iimiCat al-Qiihira. Available in the main library of the
University; a copy is held by the Royal Acad emy for Islamic Ci vili­
zation Research (AI Albait Foundation), Amman , Jordan .
Uncatalogued collections: According to BIRNBAUM (see Bibliographical
Appendix below), p . 701, there is in this Library " a great hoard of
un catalogued Turkish MSS, estimated ... to number about 4,000
items" .

Coptic Museum (AI-Matl;1af al-Qib~i)

Mari Girgis, Misr al-Qadima (Old Cairo)
Tel.: 363 9742 or 362 8766
Date of establishment: 1920
Status: State museum library
Conditions of access: Open to researchers and postgraduate students.
Description ofcollection: Arabic and Coptic (sometime s bilingual) MSS
predominate, and the subj ect-matter is mainly Christian (Bible,
liturgies , hagiography, etc. ), but there are also some on medical and
scientific subjects . They date mostly from the 16th - 19th centuries.

The MSS are generally in good condition , and are kept in glass­
fronted cupboards. Conservation and repair work is carried out by
the Egyptian Antiquities Service, to which the Museum belongs.
Published catalogues:
1934. See Union Catalogues section above .

1939 - 42. See Union Catalogues section above.

1986. See Union Catalogues section above .

Unpublished catalogues:
1. Card index, arranged according to serial numbers , in the storage

room, prepared by the catalogues department under the supervi­
sion of SAM11;1ACABO AL-SHAHIo and NABIL WAHBA. Particulars:
title , author, number in the Library, incipit, explicit, number of
leaves, language, page size , ruling, copyist , date of copying,
number in the 1939 - 42 union catalogue , and a study of the MS.
together with a physical description.
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2. Analytical (card) index, arranged by names of persons; on each
card reference is made to the title of the MS. in which the person
is mentioned (page , line, book). Prepared by SAMIl;IA (ABD AL­
SHAHID and NABIL WAHBA.

Coptic Patriarchate (Dar al-Batriyarkiya)

P .O. Box 9035, Cairo
Status: Christian religious library
Description ofcollection: The Patriarchate library holds a number of
Christian Arabic and Arabie/Coptic MSS.
Published catalogues:
1934. See Union Catalogues section above.

1939 - 42. See Union Catalogues section above.

1986. See Union Catalogues section above.

Dar al-Kutub al-Qawmiya [al-Misr-iya) (Egyptian National
Library)

Corniche aI-Nil, Ramlat Bulaq , Cairo
Tel.: 775 228 or 775 000
Date oj establishment: 1870, in Darb al-Gamamiz; moved in 1904 to
Ahmad Mahir Square , Bab al-Khalq; in 1876 the Qawalla Library
and the MUSTAFA FAI?IL Library were incorporated into it; subse­
quently a number of private libraries were incorporated, the most
important being Al-Khizana al-Taymiiriya, Maktabat AL­
SHANQITI, Maktabat AL-!:IUSAYNI, Maktabat al-Shaykh MUl;IAMMAD
(ABDuH, al-Maktaba al-Zakiya, Maktabat IjALIM PASHA, Maktabat
KHALIL AGHA , Maktabat MAKRAM.
Status: National library, affiliated to the General Egyptian Book
Organisation, Ministry of Culture .
Conditions oj access: The library can be used by any Egyptian or
foreigner without any conditions.
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 50 ,755 (47,065 Arabic; 996 Persian;
2,150 Turkish) .
Description of collection: The MSS are in a separate storeroom, placed
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on metal stands . The Repair Centre of the Organisation undertakes
continuous conservation work and the treatment of any damage
which becomes apparent in the collect ion. In the storeroom there is
a need to install air-conditioning and ventilation equipment and also
to deal with the level of relative humidity, which exceeds the average
required by MSS.

The MSS collection in Dar al-Kutub is regarded as one of the
largest and most important in the world. It contains priceless and
rare MSS from the Islamic heritage, especially from the first four
centuries AR, as well as extremely rare illustrated MSS unmatched
anywhere else in the world. There is a high proportion of MSS
copied in the early centuries of Islam .

Nearly all subjects are covered.

Published catalogues:
1872. Fihrist al-kutub al-maiojuda bi- 'l-Kutubkhiina al-Khiditoiya al­
Misriya al-kubrd al-kii'ina bi-Sardy Darb al-famdmiz al-Sdmira bi-Misr al­
Qiihirii. Cairo: Matbaiat Wadi 'l-Nil, 1289 . 333pp.

Incl . Arabic, Persian & Turkish MSS.

1884 - 93. Fihrist al-kutub al-cArabiya al-mahfiiza bi- 'l-Kutubkhiina al­
Khiditoiya al-kii)ina bi-Sariiy Darb al-famdmiz bi-Misr al-mahriisa. Cairo,
1301-08. 7 vols. in 8 parts . 450 ; 281; 319 ; 352; 399 ; 223 ; 416 ;
400pp. A second edition of the first volume was published in 1310
(1893) .

Arranged by subject , then by title within each subject. Incl. titles ,
authors (with dates of birth & death) , incipits, brief information on
subject-matter, numbers of volumes , styles of script, copyists , dates ,
numbers of leaves.

1889. Fihrist al-kutub al- Turkiya al-matujiida fi 'l-Kutubkhdna al­
Khiditoiya ; [together with] Fihrist al-kutub al-Fiirisiya wa- 'l-Jiiwiya al­
mahfiaa bi- 'l-K utubkhiina al-Khiditoiya al-Misriya . . . By cALI I:IILMI
AL-DAGHISTANI. Cairo: Al-Matbaia al-Fl.lthmaniya, 1306. 2 vols .
published together. 559pp.

Incl. Turkish & Persian MSS. The Malay Uiiwl) section contains
only printed books. Gives title s, authors (with date of death), in­
cipits, subject-matter, number of leaves, scripts, rulings, dimen­
sions, copyists, dates . Index of authors ' names.

1894. Quelques mots sur les manuscrits arabes de la Bibliotheque
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Khediviale: section d 'histoire , de geographic et de politique. By
K . VOLLERS. Tr.M. WALBERG . Revue d 'Egypte, 1894, 1, pp . 87 -94
& 129-149.

1907. Aus den Bibliotheken von Kairo, Damaskus und Kon­
stantinopel: arabische Handschriften geschichtlichen inhalts. By
J. HOROVITZ. Mitteilungen des Seminars fur Orientalischen Sprachen,
Berlin, 10 ii, 1907, pp. 1-68.

1907 - 08. 0 nekotorykh vostochnykh rukopisyakh V bibliotekakh
Konstantinopolya i Kaira. By V. BARTOL'D . Zapiski Vostochnago
Dtdlleniya Imperatorskago Russkago Arkheologicheskago Obshchestua, 18,
1907 -08, pp . 115-154.

1910. Maktabat AI;IMAD ZAKi BAsHA wa-ahamrn makhtiitatuha '1­
CArabiya. By MUI;IAMMAD KURD cALI. Al-Muqtabas, 5, 1910,
pp. 789 - 793.

1912. Al-Khizana al-Taymiiriya wa-fihrist makhtiitatiha. By
MUI;IAMMAD KURD cALI. Al-Muqtabas , 7,1912 , pp. 437-458.

1912 -14. Al-Khizana al-Zakiya, aw majmiriat kutub AI;IMAD ZAKi
BAsHA al-Misriya. By MUI;IAMMAD KURD cALI. Al-Muqtabas, 7,
1912, pp. 593-604; 8, 1914, pp. 393-404.

1923. Al-khizana al-Taymiiriya. (Khaza-in al-kutub al-cArabiya,
1.) (By clsA ISKANDAR AL-MACLUF.) MaJallat al-Majmai al-'ilmi al­
CArabi (Dimashq) / Revue de l'Academie Arabe (Damas), 3, 1923,
pp. 225-230.

1923. Min nafa/is al-khizana al-Taymiiriya. (Khazafin al-kutub al­
CArabiya, 2.) By clsA ISKANDAR AL-MACLUF. Majallat al-Majma': al­
CIlmi al-CArabi (Dimashq) / Revue de l'A cademie Arabe (Damas) , 3,
1923, pp. 337-344 & 360-366.

1924 - 42. Fihrist al-kutub al-cArabZya al-maiojiida bi-Diir al-Kutub al-
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Misriya . Cairo: Dar al-Kutub, 1342-61. 8 vols. 573 + 75; 260; 439 ;
136 + 92; 430 ; 216; 340 ; 280pp.

Classified . Vol. 1 gives only titles & authors ; Vols . 2-8 give also
authors' dates , brief details of subject-matter, incipits, script styles,
numbers of vols. , copyists, dates, numbers of leaves, rulings &
dimensions. Vol. 9 lists only printed books .

1931. Ein ige kairiner handschriften tiber furiisija und futiiwa . By
JOSEPH SCHACHT. Der Islam, 19, 1931, pp . 49-52.

Descriptions of 7 MSS (6 Arabic and 1 Turkish).

1931-.3.3. Fihris Maktabat Qawallafi Dar al-Kutub al-Misriya . Cairo :
1350-51. 4 vols . 432; 389 ; 360 ; 210pp.

1932. Nashra bi-asmd' kutub al-miisiqa wa- 'l-ghina) uia-mu'allifihii '1­
maJifU?abi-Daral-Kutubal-Mi~riya. Cairo: Dar al-Kutub, 1350. 80pp.

193.3. Fihris Maktabat Makram . Cairo: Dar al-Kutub, 1351. 215pp.

1935. Les manuscrits illustres musulmans de la Bibliotheque du
Caire. By IVAN STCHOUKINE. Gazette des Beaux-Arts, VII13, 1935,
pp. 138-158.

1947 - 50. Fihris al-Khiziina al- Taymiiriya. Cairo: Dar al-Kutub,
1366-69. 4 vols. 301; 446; 320; 190pp.

1956. Fihrist al-makhtiitd: / Dar al-Kutub al-Misriya, Qism Himayat
al-Turath. Al-mujallad al-awwal : Mustalali al-Hadith, (By FU)AD
SAYYID.) Cairo, 1375. 371pp.

The first separate catalogue of MSS, prepared in the Department
of MSS, established in 1952 after the physical separation of MSS
from printed books in 1951. Gives titles, authors (with dates of
births & deaths) , incipits, explicits, some information on subject­
matter, scripts, copyists, dates , dimensions, leaves, rulings.

1957. Nawadir al-makhtiitat fi Maktabat Tal-at. By FU)AD SAYYID.
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Majallat Ma'had al-Makluiud: al-i Arabiya, 3, 1957 , pp . 197 - 236 .
Descriptions of 140 MSS.

1961 - 6.3. Fihrist al-makhtiiidt: nashra bi- 'l-makhiiud: allati )qtanatha '1­
Dar min sanat 1936 -1955. By FU)AD SAYYID. Cairo : Dar al-Kutub,
1380-83. 3 vols. 475; 289 ; 322pp.

Provides the same details as in 1956 catalogue (see above) .

1964. N UR AL-DiN cARD AL-RAI;IMAN AL-jAMi: fihris mu'allafdtihi al­

makhtiita wa- 'l-matbiiia allati taqtanihii Dar al-Kutub al-Misriya. By NA~R

ALLAH AL-TARRAZI. Cairo : Dar al-Kutub . 78pp .
Incl . 31 Arabic & 52 Persian MSS.

1965. Th e sources of Arabian music: an annotated bibliography of Arab ic

manuscripts wh ich deal with the theory, practice, and history ofArab ian music

from the eighth to the seventeenth century. By H .G. FARMER . 2nd ed .
Leiden: Brill . 71pp.

Incl. MSS in Dar al-Kutub .

1966 - 67. Fihris al-makhtiudt al-Fdrisiya '<allati taqtanihii Dar al-Kutub

~atla 'am 1963M". (By NA~R ALLAH AL-TARRAZI.) Cairo: Dar al­
Kutub. 2 vols . 358 ; 368pp.

Catalogue of 2,542 MSS. According to BIRNBAUM, p. 701 (see
Bibliographical Appendix below), this catalogue includes" a large
number" of Turkish, as well as Persian, MSS . Copious indexes.

1967. Index ofArab ic manuscripts on medicine and pharmacy at the National

Library of Cairo. Fihris makh/u!at Dar al-Kutub al-rArabiya al-mutaialliqa

bi- 'l-tibb wa- 'l-saydala. Part I: Tibb Khalil Agha collection, with a brief

history of the Library and an introduction to Arabic medicine; Part II : Tibb

Halim collection. By SAMI KHALAF HAMARNEH. Cairo: Dar al­
Mahasin. 72 + 48pp.

1968. Al-jihris al-ioasfi li-l-makhtiaii: al-Fdrisiya al-muzayyana bi- 'l-suioar

wa- .l-mal!:fU~a bi-Dar al-Kutub. B y NA~R ALLAH AL-TARRAZI. C airo:

Dar al-Kutub . 191pp. 80 plates .
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Detailed descriptions of 70 Persian illustrated MSS, arranged
chronologically, with indexes.

1969 - [74?]. Fihrist nuskhahihd-yi khatti-i Farsi. A catalogue of Persian
manuscripts. By AI;IMAD MUNZAVI. Tehran: Regional Cultural
Institute, 1348-[53?] (R.C .D.Publications, 14,22,33,38 & 41).
6 vols. in 5. 3 ,929pp .

Inc!. Persian MSS in Dar al-Kutub.

1974. Bayan rna cindana min al-rnakhtutat fi 'l-qahwa wa-'l­
dukhan wa- ll-shay wa-il-hashish wa-nahwiha. By AI;IMAD TAYMUR.
In AI-rasiPil al-mutabiidala bayn al-Karmali toa- Taymiir , Baghdad,
pp. 205 - 208.

Descriptions of23 Arabic MSS on coffee, tea, tobacco , cannabis,
etc.

1976. Faharis makhtutat Dar al-Kutub al-Misriya : qii)ima bi­
makhtutat al-hikrna wa- 'l -falsafa bi-Maktabat I:IALIM Wa-TAYMUR
wa-TALcAT bi-Dar al-Kutub wa-tl-Watha''iq al-Qawmiya bi-'l­
Qahira. By AI;IMAD B. cABD AL-MAJID ABU NAHLA . Al-Mawrid, 5 iv,
1976, pp. 237-248.

1977. Faharis makhtiitat Dar al-Kutub al-Misriya: al-makhtiitat al­
adabiya. Maktabat TALcAT fi Dar al-Kutub wa-Il-Watha-iq aI­
Qawmlya bi-ll-Qjihira. AI-qism al-thani, By AI;IMAD B. cABD AL­

MAJID ABU NAHLA. Al-Mawrid, 6 i, 1977, pp. 271 - 278.

1980. Faharis rnakhtirtat Dar al-Kutub al-Misriya: qii)ima bi-'l­
rnakhtiitat al-tibbiya, By AI;IMAD B. cABD AL-MAJID ABU NAHLA . Al­

Mawrid, 9 iii , 1980, pp. 285-324.

1981- 86. Fihris al-makhtiuii! al-Silmiya al-maifiaa bi-Ddr al-Kutub. A
catalogue of the scientific manuscripts in the Egyptian National Library. By
DAVID A. KING. Cairo: General Egyptian Book Organisation.
2 vols. 1,299pp.

1986. A survey of the scientific manuscripts m the Egyptian National
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Library. By DAVID A. KING . Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, for The
American Research Center in Egypt (Catalogs, 5). 331 pp.

1987 - . Fihrisal-makhtiudtal-Turkiya aloe Uthmdniya allati 'qtanathaDiir
al-Kutub al-Qawmiyamundhu 'am 1870 4attii nihiiyat 1980M. Cairo: AI­
Hay'a al-Misriya al-'Amma li-I-Kitab. 4 vols. 373; 346 ; 325 ;?pp.

Arranged alphabetically by title . Vol. 1, 1987; Vol. 2, 1989;
Vol. 3, 1990; Vol. 4 in the press.

1989. DhdkiratMisr: kuniiz min al-turdtlt al-rArabi, Cairo: Al-Hay'a al­
Misriya al-'Amma li-l-Kitab . 220pp.

Catalogue of selected MSS in Dar al-Kutub.

Unpublished catalogues:
Fihris Khiziinai IBRAHIM SALIM BASHA bi- 'l-Qahira. Handwritten.
68pp.
Fihris al-makhtiitdt al-tdrikhiya fi Maktabat TAL 'AT. Handwritten.
Fihris muntakhabdt li-nawiidir al-kutub. By T.AL-jAzA'IRI. Handwrit­
ten. MS. Fahiiris Taymiir 18.
Muntakhabat asmd' kutub min 'iddat khazii'in. By AI;IMAD TAYMUR.
Handwritten . MS . Fahiiris Taymiir 19.

There are also card catalogues of the KHALIL AGHA and !:IALlM
collections .

Imam al-Husayn Mosque Library

The holdings include a large-format Qur'an dated 1070 AH and
other Arabic MSS.

Institute of Arabic Manuscripts (Ma'had al-Makhtiitat
al-'Arabiya)

1 Shihab Street, Mohandiseen, Cairo
Date of establishment: 1947
Status: Affiliated to the Arab League Educational , Cultural and
Scientific Organization (ALECSO).
Conditions of access: All researchers may use the library and make
copies of what they require.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 20,000 (Arabic) on microfilm.
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Description ofcollection: The Institute photographs the rarest and most
important MSS allover the world and catalogues both private and
public libraries not yet catalogued, combining all of them into a uni­
fied catalogue. To this end it has been sending missions to photo­
graph MSS, has requested photographs to be sent by post , and has
managed to acquire them also through exchange of gifts in its con­
tact with other bodies and organisations.

The microfilmed MSS cover nearly all subjects .
Published catalogues:
1954 - 80. Fihris al-makhtiudt al-musaunoara fi Machad I~ya) al­
Makhtiua: al-iArabiya. By FU)Ao SAYYID, LUTFICABO AL-BAOIC, PAUL
KUNITZSCH, IBRAHIM SHABBUI:I & others. Cairo. 14 vols .

Classified catalogue of microfilms.
Unpublished catalogues: Card catalogues of titles , authors and subjects.

Qasriyat al-Rihan Church

Misr al-Qadima (Old Cairo)
Status: Christian (Coptic) church library
Published catalogues:
1973. Fahdris al-makhtiudt al-Qibtiya tua-'l-cArabiya al-Masihiya al­
malifii?a bi-maktabat Kanisat al-Sayyida al-CAdhra) al-ma'riifa bi-Qa~riyat

al-Rl~an bi-Misr al-Qadima bi- 'l-Qfthira. Catalogue of theCoptic and Chris­
tian ArabicMSS preserved in the library of the Church of the All-Holy Virgin
Mary known as Qasriat ar-Rihdn at Old Cairo . By ANTOINE KHATER &
O.H.E. BURMESTER. Cairo: JamCiyat al-Athar al-Qibtiya (Societe
d'Archeologie Copte: Bibliotheque de Manuscrits, II). XV +
68 + 16pp. 23 plates.

Saint Menas Monastery (Dayr Mir Mini)

Misr al-Qadirna (Old Cairo)
Status: Christian (Coptic) monastic library
Published catalogues:
1967. Fahdns al-makhtiudt al-Qib{iya wa- 'l-iArabiya al-Masihiya al­
mahfiiza bi-DayrMar Mlna bi- 'l-Qahira. Catalogue of theCoptic and Chris­
tian Arabic MSS preserved in the cloister of Saint Menas at Cairo. By
ANTOINE KHATER & O . BURMESTER. Cairo: JamCiyat al-Athar
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al-Qibtiya (Societe d 'Archeologie Copte: Bibliotheque de Manu­
scrits , I). XVIII + 85 + 21pp. 12 plates .

Sayyida Zaynab Mosque Library

Sayyida Zaynab , Cairo
The holdings include Qur'ans and works on f iqh.

Al-Sultan al-Hanafi Mosque Library

The holdings include Arabic MSS.

DAMANHUR

Public Library

Midan al-Sa'a, Damanhiir
T el. : 337 824 and 337 844
Date of establishment: 1928
Status: Public library
Conditions of access: Researchers and students must provide a formal
letter of introduction.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 255 (Arabic; Turkish/Arabic) .
Description of collection: The collect ion contains Qur'ans and MSS on
awriid, ethics, fiqh, grammar, Hadith and Haditli terminology, lan­
guage , literature , mantiq, mawiirith, rhetoric and Sufism .

Although the collection is not a big one , it contains some relatively
old MSS . Most of the MSS, however, were written in the 11th , 12th
and 13th centuries AH. There are no published catalogues.

The collection is kept in wooden cupboards with glass fronts .
There are no arrangements for conservation, fumigation or repair.
Some of the MSS are worm-eaten.

Among the important MSS of the collection are : (i) Tacriftt al­
SayyidAL-SHARiF AL-jUR]ANi, dated 926 H ; (ii) AI-Mi$bii4fi 'I-Na4w
by ABU ' L-FATI;l NA~IR AL-DIN b. cABD AL-SHAHID b. CALI AL-M I~RI,

dated 964 H ; (iii) Hdshiya calii Sharl; al-Adiib by AL-MAscuDI, dated
977 H ; (iv) Fatli al-Malik al-jawiid bi-Sharli Manziimat IBN ALJIMAD by
MUI;lAMMAD AL-RAMLI AL-AN~ARf , dated 997 H.
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Unpublished catalogues: According to the librarian, an attempt is being
made to prepare a card index, but this is still in its very early stages.
There is a register in which MSS and printed books arc listed in no
particular order.

DAMIETTA

AI-BaQr Mosque Library

Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 30 (Arabic).

Religious Institute (AI-Ma'had al-Dini)

Corniche al-Nil, Dimyat (Damietta)
Tel.: 324 265
Date ofestablishment: 1894; but according to SEZGIN (see Bibliographi­
cal Appendix below), p. 323 , the Library was founded in 880 AH
[1475176 CEl
Status : Seminary for boys, affiliated to Al-Azhar in Cairo.
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 3,325.
Description ofcollection: The Institute of Arabic Manuscripts has pho­
tographed a number of MSS, including the following: 1) Diuuin AL­

SARRA] AL-WARRAQ, 10th century H; 2) Al-Mukhtdr min Shicr
MIHYAR AL-DAYLAMI, selected by IBN AL-SAYRAFI, 6th century H;
3) Al-Risiila al-Hatimiya, by AL-I:IATIMI, 6th century H; 4) Kitiibfi '1­
Mufradiit al- Tibbiya, 6th century H; 5) Kitiib al-A dab al-jiimic, by IBN
AL-MuQAFFAc, copied in 532 H .
Published catalogues:
1955. Al-makhtirtat fi Ma'had Dirnyat al-Dini, By CABO AL­
RAI;IMAN JALAL. Majallat Machad al-Makhtiudt al-SArabiya, 1, 1955,
p. 71.

1957. See Union Catalogues section above.

Unpublished catalogues: Handwritten, listing 3,325 MSS.
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FUWAH

Tubal Mosque (Masjid Tubal)

Fuwah, Kafr al-Shaykh Governorate
Status: Mosque library
Description of collection: Includes a Qur)an and commentaries. For
further information , apply to the Ministry of Awqaf in Cairo.

MANSURA

Arbaiin Mosque Library

The holdings include part of a MS. Qur)an.

Dar al-Kutub al-'Amma (Public Library)

Shari' al-jumhuriya, Corniche el-Nil, Mansura
Date of establishment: 1918 ; based on the collection of MUl;IAMMAD
NAJM AL-DIN which he bequeathed to the library.
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 335 (332 Arabic; 1 Persian; 1 Turkish ;
1 Arabic and Turkish) .
Description of collection: The collection contains Qur)ans and MSS on
astronomy, fiqh, general knowledge, grammar, Hadith, language,
literature, medicine , Oriental languages, philosophy, qirii.'at , rhe­
toric , prosody and rhyme, Sufism, tafsir , tatohid and theology.

Most of the MSS were written in the 11th and 12th centuries AH .
The collection is kept in wooden glass-fronted cupboards. There

are no measures for the ir conservation and preservation; the level of
humidity is very high ; the MSS are in very poor condition and many
are wormed.

Among the important MSS of the collection are: (i) a Qur)an in
the hand of YUSUF IBN CABD AL-RAl;IMAN, dated 988 H; (ii) Tafsir
Gharib al-Qur'iin by MUl;IAMMAD IBN cAzIZ AL-SIJISTANI, dated 572 H ;
(iii) Sharh Talkhis ai-Miftdh, in the hand of KHII;>R IBNYUSUF, dated
874 H ; (iv) Sharh 'alii Shir'at al-Islam by YA'QUB AL-BuRsAwI, dated
945 H .
Published catalogues:
1957. See Union Catalogues section abo ve.
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1958. Qa'imat makhtiitat Dar al-Kutub bi-ll-Mansura. By cABO
AL-RAl:iMAN cABO AL-TAWWAB . Majallat Mahad al-Makh{ii{at al­
cArabiya, 4, 1958 , pp. 259-300.

List of 338 MSS.

Unpublished catalogues: Card catalogue of MSS & printed books,
giving subjects, titles, authors, number of parts, number of vols.,
dates, number of pages, dimensions.

Diikili Library (Maktabat al-Diikili)

The holdings include MSS on grammar and tafsir.

Husayn Bey al-cUmri Mosque Library

Total number of Islamic MSS: 12 (Arabic) .

Mahmirdiya Mosque Library

The holdings include a MS. Qur'an.

QUSIYA

Al-Muharraq Monastery (Dayr al-Muharraq)

Status: Christian (Coptic) monastic library
Description of collection: Christian Arabic & Coptic MSS.
Published catalogues:
1939 - 42. See Union Catalogues section above.

ST CATHERINE

St Catherine Monastery Library (Dayr Sant Katarin)

South Sinai
Tel.: 770 945
Date of establishment: Officially established in 1950, but it has been
part of the Monastery since it was built in 540 AD.
Status : Christian (Greek Orthodox) monastic library
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Conditions of access: Researchers and scholars can use the Library
with prior approval from the Archbishop .
Total number of Islamic MSS: 757 (756 Arabic; 1 Persian) + 1,742
documents in Arabic & Turkish.
Description of collection: The MSS include Bibles, ecclesiastical
writings, theological writings, exegesis, testimonies of the Fathers,
essays, historical writings, biographies of saints and general his­
tories of the Church.

The MSS are preserved in metal cupboards and safes, or on open
metal shelves. Continuous conservation and repair work is carried
out by a number of well-trained monks. The MSS are in good con­
dition.

The Library contains a valuable collection, including old Arabic
MSS written on parchment and the earliest Arabic texts of the Bible.
There is also a collection of Arabic and Turkish documents which
are of historical importance. Two important MSS are: 1) The Four
Gospels in Arabic, on parchment 859 H; 2) Kitiib Tibb al-CUyiin by
CALI IBN cIsA, in quasi-Kufic script.
Published catalogues:

1891. Spisok" rukopisei i pechatnykh" knig", khranyashchikhsya
v" monastyre Sv. Ekateriny na gore Sinae : cAlam al-kutub al­
rnawjiida fi Dayr al-Qjddisa Katarina bi-Tur Sina. Ed. V.R.
ROZEN" & K.G. ZALEMAN". In Opisanie bumag" Episkopa Porfiriya
Uspenskaga, pozhertvovannykh" im" v" Imperatorskuyu Akademiyu Nauk"
po zaoishchaniyu, by P . SYRKU, St. Petersburg, pp . 325 - 349.

List of 319 titles in Arabic, with notes in Russian.

1894. Catalogue of the Arabic manuscripts in the convent ofSaint Catherine,

on Mount Sinai. By MARGARET DUNLOP GIBSON. London (Studia
Sinaitica, 3). 138pp.

1907. Forty-onefacsimiles of dated Christian Arabic manuscripts. By S. L.
LEWIS. Cambridge (Studia Sinaitica, 12).

1925. Catalogue des manuscnts arabes dans la Bibliotheque du Monastere du
Mont-Sinai. By M. SIMAIKA. Cairo.
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1951. Fihrist Maktabat Dayr Siint Khtarin bi-Tiir Sino.'. By MURAD
KAMIL. Cairo: Idarat Ibya' al-Turath al-cArabl. 237 + 318pp.

1952. The Arabic treasures of the convent of Mount Sinai. By AZIZ
SURYAL ATIYA. Proceedings of the Egyptian Society ofHistorical Studies, 2 ,
1952 , pp . 5 - 26.

1952. Checklist of manuscripts in St . Catherine 's monastery, Mount Sinai .
By KENNETH W . CLARK. Washington . 32pp .

1952. Les manuscrits du couvent Sainte Catherine au Sinai. (Studia
Aegyptiaca, II.) By MOURAD KAMIL. Mardis de Dar el-Salam, 1952,
pp. 190-221.

1955. The Arabic manuscripts of Mount Sinai: a handlist of the Arabic
manuscripts and scrolls microfilmed at the library of the monastery of St.
Catherine, Mount Sinai. By AZIZ SURYAL ATIYA . Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins Press. XXXIV + 97pp. 8 plates.

1960. The Arabic palimpsests of Mount Sinai . By A .S . ATIYA. The
world of Islam: studies in honour of P.K. Hiui. London, 1960,
pp. 109-120.

1970. Al-faharis al-tahliliya li-makhtiudt Tiir SinO. al-iArabiya: faluiris
kamila maca dirasa tahliliya li-l-makhtiuiu al-cArabiya bi-Dayr al-Qiddisa
Kdtarina bi- Tiir SinO.. Catalogue raisonne of the Mount Sinai Arabic
manuscripts: completeanalytical listing ofthe Arabic collection preserved in the
Monastery ofSt. Catherine on Mt. Sinai. By cAzlz SURIYAL cATIYA. Tr.
JAwzIF NASIM YUSUF. Alexandria: Munsha/at al-Ma'firif, 602pp.

Arabic translation of the unpublished English catalogue of 1950
(see below). Descriptions of 300 MSS.

1970. Catalogue of all manuscripts in the monastery of St. Catherine on
Mount Sinai. By MURAD KAMIL. Wiesbaden. 213pp .

1973. Illustrated manuscripts at St. Catherine's monastery on Mount Sinai.
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By K. WEITZMANN . Collegeville: St . John 's University Press. 34pp.
Incl. descriptions & illustrations of some Arabic items .

1976. Tableau de correspondance des manuscrits arabes du Sinai:
et du catalogue de Murad Kamil. By KHALIL SAMIR. Oriens Chris­
tianus, 60, 1976, pp. 76-82.

1985. Katalogos ton neon Arabikonkheirografon tes Hieras Mones Agias Ai­
katerines tau Orous Sina. Katalawj al-makhtiudt al-cArabiya al-maktashafa
hadithan bi-Dayr Siint Kdtarin al-Muqaddas bi-Tiir S"inii' , By IOANNEs
EMM. MEIMAREs . Athens : Ethnikon Hidryma Ereunon. 156 +
70pp.

85 Arabic MSS .

1986. See Union Catalogues section above.

Unpublished catalogue:
1950. Catalogue raisonne of the Mount Sinai Arabic manuscripts: complete
analytical listing of the Arabic collection preserved in the Monastery of
St. Catherine on Mt. Sinai. By AZIZ SURIAL ATIYA.

An Arabic translation was published in 1970-see above.

SHIBiN al-KAWM

Public Library of the Palace of Culture (AI-Maktaba al-cAmma
Ii-Qasr al-Thaqafa)

Tel. : 321 648
Date of establishment: 1927
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 198 (Arabic).
Description of collection: The collection contains Qur'ans and MSS on
most of the religiou s and legal sciences , education , grammar, his­
tory , literature, logic, philosophy, principles of research , rhetor ic,
mathematics, Sufism and composition (wa4') . They were mostly
written in the 12th, 13th and 14th centuries AH, but a few are from
the 10th and 11th centuries.

The collection is kept in a large hall which houses all the holdings
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of the library . The MSS are in a wooden cupboard with glass doors
and are occasionally fumigated . Apart from that there is no conser­
vation or repair work , and some MSS have been affected by worms.

Among the important MSS of the collection are: (i) 'Uddat al-Hisn
al-Hasin min KaliimSayyidal-Mursalin, by SHAMS AL-DIN MUl;IAMMAD
IBN MUl;IAMMAD AL-JAzARI (d. 833 H), dated 879 H; (ii) Al-Faioa'id
al-l)iyii'iya by 'ABD AL-RAl;IMAN AL-JAMI, dated 945 H; (iii) Sharli
KamiilBiishii 'alii 'I-Sirii)Zyafi 'l-Farii'ir/.by KAMAL BAsHA-ZADAH, dat­
ed 970 H ; (iv) Durar al-Hukkiim fi Sharb Ghurar al-Ahkdm by MULLA
KHUSRAW, dated 995 H .
Published catalogues:
1956. Qii'imat makhtiitat Dar al-Kutub bi-Shibin al-Kawm. By
'ABD AL-RAl;IMAN 'ABD AL-TAWWAB. MajallatMa'had al-Makhtiuat al­
'Arabiya, 2, 1956, pp . 264-285.

List of 199 MSS.
Unpublished catalogues:
Register (sijill) listing MSS nos . Tl-T199 (lacking T45).
Card catalogue including both printed & MS. material. This is in
a state of disorder because there are no professional staff in the
Library.

SHIRBIN

Maktabat Shams aI-Din al-Shirbini

Shirbin , Daqahliya Governorate
Status: Mosque library

Known to possess Islamic MSS: for further information apply to
the Ministry of Awqaf in Cairo .

SOHAG

Balasfiira Library

Status: Private; owned by Shaykh JAMAL AL-DIN BADR.
Description of collection: Known to include an autograph copy of Part
VI ofAl-Mughribfi Mlii 'l-Maghrib by IBN SA'ID AL-MAGHRIBI; no fur­
ther information available.
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Rifaca RafiC al -Tahtiiwi Library

Tel.: 3015
Date of establishment: 1932. Established when MUI;IAMMAO BAoAwI
RIFAcA bequeathed the library of his grandfather, RIFAcA BEY
AL-TAHTAWI, to the Municipality of Sohag.
Status: Municipal
Conditions of access: Access to MSS granted only to researchers and
post-graduate students, who need a formal letter of introduction
from their research institution. Photography has been suspended for
lack of microfilm and xerox equipment.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1,067 (Arabic).
Description ofcollection : The collection is of some significance and con­
tains a number of MSS written in the 7th and 8th centuries AH.
Most, however, were written in the 11th, 12th and 13th centuries.
Some of the MSS are in the hand of the author.

The collection is kept in glass-fronted wooden cupboards or on
metal shelves in a separate room from the printed material. Some
MSS have been affected by damp and by worms; there are no facili­
ties for conservation or repair.

Among the important MSS of the collection are: (i) Sharl; Fasin
Tharlab by IBN MAN~UR CALI AL-JABBAN, dated 398 H; (ii) Al-Akhbdr
al-T iiodl, dated 579 H ; (iii) Al-Mahsidfi 'Ilm al-Usid by FAKHR AL­
DiN AL-RAzi, dated 609 H; (iv) Nawiidir al-Nazd'ir by IBN AL­
MULAQQIN , dated 630 H ; (v) Mukhtasar Waftyiit al-ACyiin Ii-IBN
KHALLIQAN by IBN CABO AL-!:IAYY AL-MAJOALi, in the author's
hand , dated 666 H ; (vi) Nihdyat al-Arab by AL-NuWAYRi, dated
737 H.

The numbers of MSS dealing with each subject in the collection
are as follows:

Qur'ans 16
Agriculture 1
Astronomy 25
Conjugation 8
Crafts 3
Fiqh 84
Geography 5
General 8
Grammar 96
/:ladZth 66
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History 109
Language 12
Law 1
Literature 158
Logic 34
Majamr 31
Mathematics 10
Medicine 20
Philosophy 2
Poetry 44-
Prosody 8
Rhetoric 57
Sufism 92
Tajsff 40
Tauihid 56
ll$ul 19

Published catalogues:
1955. Al-makhtiitat IT Maktabat Sawhaj, By MUI;IAMMAD RASHAD
'ABO AL-MuTALLIB. MajaUat Ma'had al-Makhtiudt al-'Arabiya , 1,
1955, pp . 190-193 .

Incl. list of 25 MSS.
Unpublished catalogues:
Register (sijiU) divided by subject.
Card catalogue, prepared a long time ago by a committee from Dar
al-Kutub in Cairo. Classified but poorly arranged , giving titles,
authors, dates of copying, numbers of parts, pages, dimensions.

TALKHA

'Afifi Mosque (Masjid al-'Afifi)

Nasha, Talkha, Daqahliya Governorate
Status: Mosque library

Known to possess Islamic MSS: for further information apply to
the Ministry of Awqaf in Cairo.

TANTA

Ahmadi Institute Library (Maktabat al-Ma -had al-Ahmadi)

Tanta Secondary Institute, near the Railway Station, Tanta.
Date oj establishment: 1898
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Status: Religious Secondary Institute , affiliated to Al-Azhar.
Conditions of access: The Library requires a formal letter of intro­
duction from the institution to which the researcher or scholar is
affiliated. Requests to photocopy must be approved by the Secre­
tary-General of Majma- al-Buhiith al-Islamiya (Islamic Research
Academy).
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 3,000 (Arabic) .
Description of collection: The collection contains Qurans and MSS on
fiqh, grammar, Hadith, history and Sira, language , literature, tofsir
and taiohid. Medicine , chronometry, arithmetic and algebra are
classified under " M iscellaneous Subjects".

The collection is of moderate significance and contains some old
and rare MSS. Most of them, however, were written in the 12th,
13th and 14th centuries AH .

The MSS are kept in wooden cupboards in a dark and unventi­
lated room. There is no kind of conservation or repair . Some MSS
have been affected by damp and by worms.

Among the important MSS of the collection are : (i) QUTTat al­
CUyun al-Naiudzir by IBN AL-JAwzl, dated 616 H; (ii) Mandqib AL­
IMAM AL-SHAFT'i by AL-FAKHR AL-RAZI , in a rare and valuable edi­
tion dated 699 H; (iii) Sharl; 'Uyiin al-Hikma by AL-FAKHR AL-RAZI,
dated 775 H; (iv) Shams al-i Uliim by AL-QAQI NASHWAN b. SAclO
(parts II and III) , dated 780 H; (v) Kashjal-Asriirfi 'l-M antiq by AL­
KHUN]I, dated 987 H; (vi) Al-Muhadhdhabfi-md WaqaCfi 'l-Qur'an min
al-Mu'rab by AL-SUYUTI, written in his lifetime.

This collection was previously kept in the Ahmadi Mosque.
Published catalogues:
1955. Makhtutat al-Maktaba al -Ahrnadiya bi-Tanta. By AI;lMAO
MUI;lAMMAO AL-KHATIB. Majallat Maihad al-Makh/u/at al-cArablya, 1,
1955, p. 70.

1957. See Union Catalogues section above.

1964. Fihris makhtiud: al-Masjid al-Ahmadi bi-Tan/a. By CALf SAMI AL­
NASHSHAR, cABDUH AL-RA]II;lI &JALAL ABU 'L-FuTUI;l. Alexandria.
151pp.

This is the catalogue of the Institute's collection , which used to be
housed in the Mosque. Systematic list of 2,271 MSS, arranged by
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subject, then alphabetically by title . Gives titles, authors (with dates
of their deaths) , copyists, dates , numbers of leaves, dimensions.
Index of authors.
Unpublished catalogues: Register (sijill), in 16 vols., of both MSS &
printed books, divided by subjects but not arranged in any order
within subjects.

Ahmadi Mosque Library (Maktabat al-Masjid al-Ahrnadi)

Tel.: 3219
Date oj establishment: ca. 1898
Status: Mosque library, affiliated to the Ministry of Awqiif.
Conditions oj access: The Library requires a formal letter of intro­
duction from the institution to which the researcher or scholar is
affiliated.
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 1,292 (Arabic).
Description ofcollection: The collection contains Qur)iins and MSS on
CAqii)id, education, jarii)iq. , jatiiwii, jiqh, grammar, Hadith , history
and Sira, interpretation of dreams, language , magic and the occult,
mantiq, medicine, philosophy, principles of research , psychology,
qirii)iit , rhetoric, prosody, sociology, Sufism, tofsir and tauihid.

Most of the MSS were written in the 11th, 12th and 13th centuries
AH. The collection is relati vely important and contains some auto­
graph MSS.

The collection is kept in cu pboards, some wooden and glass­
fronted and some metal. They are not in good condition as there are
no facilities for their care or conservation; many of them are
worm-eaten .

Among the important MSS of the collection are: (i) Kitiib al-Waft
bi-Shadi al-I~{ifii min Asmii.) al-Mustofii by cABO AL-BASIT b.
MUI;IAMMAO IBN RAsLAN, in the hand of the author, dated 702 H;
(ii) Al- Taysirfi Madhiihib al-Qirii)iit al-Sabc by ABU AMR AL-MAQRi,
dated 797 H ; (iii) Tayyibat al-Nashr by MUI;IAMMAO IBN AL-JAZARi,
dated 799 H ; (iv) Al-Minan al-Kubrd by cABO AL-WAHHAB AL­
SHAcRANI, in the hand of the author, dated 960 H ; (v) Daf': al-lhiim
uia-Raf": al-Ibhiim by cABO AL-GHANI AL-NABLusi, in the author's
hand , dated 1084 H; (vi) An illustrated cop y of Kalila wa-Dimna,
translated by IBN AL-MuQAFFAc, dated 1265 H.
Unpublished catalogues: There is a register which is arranged by sub-
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ject-although the classification is not completely reliable, particu­
larly in the last pages.

Dar al-Kutub al-Baladiya (Municipal Library)

Qasr al-Thaqafa, Shari' al-Mathaf, Tanta
Date of establishment: 1913
Status: Public library
Conditions of access: MSS may only be consulted with the permission
of the Directorate of Palaces of Culture in Gharbiya Province.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 129 (124 Arabic; 1 Persian; 4 Turkish) .
Description of collection: The collection contains MSS on 'Aqii)id,
farii)i¢, fatiiwii, fiqh, grammar, Hadith, hikma, history, language,
mantiq, principles of research , rhetoric, Sufism and tafsir.

Most of the MSS were written in the 11th, 12th and 13th centuries
AH . The oldest MS. in the collection is AL-NAsAFi's Kanz ad-Daqd'iq
dated 847 H.

The collection is not of great significance and is badly neglected.
It is kept in a glass-fronted cupboard in a state of chaos. A lot of the
MSS are badly worm-eaten.
Published catalogues:
1957. Qa)imat makhtiitat Dar al-Kutub al-Baladiya bi-Tanta. By
'ABOAL-RAl;IMAN 'ABO AL-T AWWAB. Majallat Ma'had al-Makhtiudt al­
'Arabi'ya , 3,1957, pp . 237-265 .

List of 292 MSS.
Unpublished catalogues: Register (sy'ill), in no particular order, giving
titles, authors, language, copyists , dates , number of pages.

WADI'I-NATRUN

St. Macarius Monastery (Dayr Abu Maqar)

Status: Christian (Coptic) monastic library
Published catalogues:
1939 - 42. See Union Catalogues section above.

1986. Les manuscrits de Dair AbU Maqdr: inventaire. By UGO ZANETTI.
Geneva: Cramer (Cahiers d 'Orientalisme, XI) . 102pp.

Classified listing of 490 MSS, the great majority in Arabic .
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ZACFARANA

St. Anthony's Monastery

Status: Christian (Coptic) monastic library
Published catalogues:
1939-42. See Union Catalogues section above.

St. Paul's Monastery

Status: Christian (Coptic) monastic library
Published catalogues:
1939 - 42. See Union Catalogues section above .

ZAQAZiQ

Dar al-Kutub (Public Library)

233

11 Shari" Tal'at Harb , Zaqaziq
Tel.: 323 108
Date of establishment: 1924
Status: Municipal
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 232 (228 Arabic; 1 Turkish; 3 Arabic &
Turkish) .
Description oj collection: The collection contains MSS on Ad'iya, ethics,
jara.'it/, jiqh (Hanafi) , grammar, /:ladith and /:ladith terminology,
Kaliim, logic , principles of research, rhetoric , Sira, Sufism, tafsir.

Most of the MSS were written in the 12th and 13th centuries .
Some are autograph copies.

The collection is kept in wooden glass-fronted cupboards. There
is no conservation or repair except occasional fumigation . Some of
the MSS are in very poor shape and many are worm-eaten.

Among the important MSS of the collection are: (i) Majmai al­
Bahrayn (Part II) by IBN AL-SAcATI, dated 863 H; (ii) Mukhtiiriit
al-Fatwii by an unknown author, written in the hand of AMIR b.
JAQIR AL-QUSHI;lI~ARI, dated 875 H; (iii) Al-Fauid'id al-Diyii)iya by
CABO AL-RAI;lMAN AL-JAMI, in the author's hand , dated 897 H;
(iv) Multaqd 'I-AMar by IBRAHIM IBN M UI;lAMMAO IBN IBRAHIM
AL-I:IALABI (d. 956) in the author's hand, dated 923 H; (v) Sharli
MajmaCal-Bahrayn by IBN MALIK , dated 943 H ; (vi) Shark al-CAqii)id
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al-Nasafiya by AL-SA'D AL-TAFTAzANI, dated 978 H .
Published catalogues:
1957. Qa'imat makhtiitat Dar al-Kutub bi- tl-Zaqaziq . By 'ABD AL­
RAI;lMAN 'ABD AL-TAWWAB. Majallat Ma'had al-Makhtiuiit al-'Arabiya,
3, 1957, pp. 79 -104.
Unpublished catalogues:
Register (sV'ill) , listing MSS under nos . 2753 - 2986 , but not in any
particular order. Gives dimensions , pages, parts, copyists , titles ,
authors.
Card catalogue of all printed books & MSS, classified, with MSS in
class no. 90 , arranged alphabetically . The older cards give titles,
authors, incipits, number of leaves, rulings , brief descriptions; the
newer ones give titles & authors only .
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TARTU

Tartu State University Library

Department of Manuscripts & Documents
W. Struve street, 1
202400 Tartu
Date oj establishment: 1632
Status: University library
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 49 (27 Arabic; 10 Persian; 12 Turkic).
Description oj collection: The oldest Arabic MS. is Fatawa QjiQi-Khan,
dated 970 H. / 1562 - 63 CE; other texts include Qur'fm, Qur'anic
studies, jiqh, hadith , history, poetry, literary prose and Sufism.

Published catalogue:
1991. Catalogue of Arabic manuscripts in the library of Tartu
University. By D . JERMAKOFF. (Studia Orientalia), 67, 1991, pp . 37­
49.

Systematic description of the 27 Arabic MSS, with indexes of
titles , authors and copyists.

Unpublished catalogues: The MSS are registered in a general
inventory-book, and there is an alphabetical card catalogue.
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UNION CATALOGUE

1978. Handbook of Oriental Collections in Finland. Manuscripts, xylo­
graphs, inscriptions, and Russian minority literature. By HARRY HALEN .
London and Malmo: Curzon Press. 296pp .

The aim of the Handbook is to give information about all existing
original source material in oriental languages in Finnish collections.
Part 1:5 deals with Arabic, Persian and Turkic material (items
326 - 362). Manuscripts are listed and described as completely as
possible: full title and author, date of composition, name of scribe,
style of script, date and place of copying, as well as provenance; col­
lections already described previously are, however, given only with
their bibliographical references. The Handbook includes Islamic
MSS in the Helsinki University Library (33 Arabic; 17 Persian;
10 Turkic), the History and Philology Library (2 Arabic), the Fin ­
nish National Museum (2 Arabic; 1 Persian), the Fenno-Ugrian
Library (9 Turkic), and private collections (4 Arabic; 1 Persian).

1988. Addenda to the Handbook of Oriental Collections in Finland:
Turcica, Arabica, Persica and Caucasica . By HARRY HALEN , Studia
Orientalia, 64,1988, pp. 327-351.

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

HELSINKI

Fenno-Ugrian Library

Sornaistcn rantatie 25 , 00500 Helsinki .
Tel. : 358-0-7315273 . T elefax 358-0-7019583 .
Date of establishment: 1883
Status: Library of the Fenno-U grian Society
Conditions ofaccess: Credentials required ; no appointment necessary.

Opening hours : Monday to Friday, 08 .00-16.00; Saturday,
08.00 - 15.00 .

Total number of Islamic MSS: 9 (Turkic) .
Description of collection: 9 documents which were preserved under the
designation tdzk ir at the tombs of various holy men .
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Published catalogues:
1940. Collection of manuscripts from Eastern Turkestan: an ac­
count of the contents. By G. RAQUETTE. Across Asia from west to
east in 1906 -1908 / C .G. MANNERHEIM. II. Helsinki: Suornalais­
Ugrilainen Seura (Kansatieteellisia Julkaisuja, VIII). 15pp. Re­
printed Oosterhuit : Anthropological Publications , 1969.

Detailed descriptions of 8 MSS .

1978. See HALEN'S Handbook (details above).

Finnish National Museum

Exotica, Finnish National Museum,
Mannerheimintie 34,
00100 Helsinki .
Tel.: 358-0-40501. Telefax: 358-0-4050300.
Date of establishment: 1916
Status: National Museum
Conditions oj access: Credentials required; appointment necessary.

Opening hours: By arrangement.
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 3 (2 Arabic; 1 Persian).
Description oj collection: One of the Arabic MSS is a part of an old
Mamliik Qur)an. .T he collection includes several Turkishji·rmans.
Published catalogues:
1978. See HALEN'S Handbook (details above).

Helsinki University Library

Oriental Collections, Helsinki University Library,
Unioninkatu 36, P.O. Box 312,
00171 Helsinki.
Tel.: 358-0-1911. Telex : 121538 hyk sf. Telefax: 358-0-1912719.
Date oj establishment: 1640 as the library of the Academy of Turku
(Abo), the old capital of Finland; transferred to Helsinki in 1828
Status: National Library
Conditions ofaccess: Credentials required; appointment not essential,
but advance notice would be helpful.

Opening hours: Monday to Friday, 09.00-21.00, Saturday
09.00-18.00, Sunday 12.00-18.00 in term-
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time; Monday to Saturday 09.00-18.00, Sun­
day 12.00-18.00 in vacations.

Total number oj IslamicMSS: 60 (33 Arabic; 17 Persian; 10 Turkic).
Description oj collection: This is the only large collection of Islamic
MSS in Finland; mainly purchased by the Finnish Arabist GEORG
AUGUST WALLIN (1811 - 1852) in Egypt during the 1840s, and sup­
plemented by later acquisitions. There are 18th- and 19th-century
Qur'ans, works on jurisprudence, grammars and lexicography, his­
tory and geography. There seems to be only one MS. of greater sig­
nificance: evidently the oldest manual of cookery in Arabic
preserved to the present day. The MS. is attributed to the poet
KUSHAJIM (d. 350/961 or 360/971) and entitled Kitab al-tabikh, Fur­
ther research has shown that the author is a certain ABU MUI;iAMMAD
IBN SAVYAR AL-WARRAQ, writing in the second half of the 4th/10th
century. It has been published: Ibn Sayyar al-Warraq, Kitdb
al-tabikh. Ed. by KAJ OHRNBERG and SAHBAN MROUEH. Helsinki
1987 (Studia Orientalia, 60).

The collection includes several Turkish firmdns.
Published catalogues:
1958. Die arabischen, persischen und tiirkischen Handschriften der Uniuer­
sitiitsbibliothek zu Helsinki. By JUSSI ARo. Helsinki (Publications of the
University Library at Helsinki, 28; Studia Orientalia, 23). 83pp .

A very detailed catalogue giving full title and author, subjects,
date of composition, name of scribe , style of script , date and place
of copying and incipits.

History and Philology Library

University of Helsinki, Hallituskatu 11, Porthania,
00100 Helsinki.
Tel.: 358-0-1912135. Telefax: 358-0-1912129.
Date oj establishment: 1904-
Status: University Library
Conditions oj access: Credentials required; reader's pass .

Opening hours: Monday to Friday, 08.00-20.00 , Saturday,
08 .00-14.00 in term-time; Saturdays closed in
vacations.

Total number oj Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic) .
Published catalogues:
1958 . Included in Ano'a catalogue (see Helsinki University Library
above).
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Kaj Ohrnberg

FINLAND-KAJ OHRNBERC

Merikasarminkatu 10B43
00160 Helsinki
Tel.: 010-3580-1912-092.
Status: Private library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic) .
Description of collection: One of the MSS is a Qur)an . See:
1978. A Quran manuscript in Helsinki: ''from al-Qahira al-mahriisa to
Helsinki of theESC". By KAJ OHRNBERC. Helsinki : Finnish Oriental
Society (Studia Orientalia, 51/3).

The author of the other MS. is IBN AL-I:!ADDAD ; the title is Kitiib
al-of'iil; according to the half-torn title-page this manuscript is al-jue'
al-aunoal of the complete work; the MS. consists of 196 folios (28 x 21
em); there are 17 lines per page in a clear and neat scribe 's naskhi;
the date of the copying is most probably 5th or 6th / 11th or 12th
century.
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Pearson, J .D . Orientalmanuscripts in Europe and North America :a survey.
Zug: Inter Documentation Company. 1971 (Bibliotheca Asiatica ,
7.) 515pp.

Finland , p. 203 .

Sezgin , Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Band VI. Leiden:
Brill, 1978 .

Bibliotheken und Sammlungen arabischer Handschriften, pp .
311-466: Finnland , p. 341.
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UNION CATALOGUES & GENERAL SURVEYS

1849 - 85. Catalogue general des manuscrits des Bibliothiques publiques des
Departements, Paris. 7 vols.

1886 -. Catalogue general des manuscrits des Bibliotheques publiques de
France, Paris.

1950. Notes de bibliographie maghrebine. By GEORGES VAJDA.
Hesperis 37, 1950, pp. 208 - 216. ("Partie d'une serie de recherches
laterales ... a la revision des fonds de manuscrits arabes de la
France metropolitaine"').

1966. Nuskhah''ha-yi khatti-i farsi dar kitabkhanahha-yi 'umiiml-i
Faransah. By IRAJ AFSHAR. Nuskhalrhd-yi Khaui 4, 1344/1966,
pp. 129-138.

1976. Sources de l'Histoire de I'Af rique au Sud du Sahara dans les Archives
etBibliothequesfrancaises . II- Bibliotheques. Zug: Inter Documentation
Company, 1976 . (Conseil International des Archives: Guide des
Sources de I'Histoire des Nations. B. Afrique, 4). 932pp; Index
178pp.

Annexe: Manuscrits orientaux (arabes, ethiopiens, arabico­
malgaches [Malagasy]) interessant I'histoire de I'Afrique au sud du
Sahara, pp . 679-932.

1976. Les sources de l'histoire ottomane en France: bilan et per­
spectives. By J .-L. BACQUE-GRAMMONT. Studi preottomani e ottomani:
atti delconvegno di Napoli, 1974, Naples: Istituto Universitario Orien­
tale 1976, pp. 31-57.

1979. The theory of music in Arabic writing (ca. 900 -1900): descriptive
catalogue of manuscripts in libraries of Europe and the USA. By AMNON
SHILOAH. Munich: G. Henle Verlag. 512pp.

A bibliography of known works (341 texts) with locations of 1,240
known MSS ; including Paris and Strasbourg.
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1987. Les acquisitions de manuscrits orientaux en France du XVIe
au XXe siecle , By A. BERTHIER. Lettre d'Information de l 'Associa­
tion Francoise pour ['Etude du Monde Arabe et Musulman 2, 1987,
pp. 41-47.

1991-. The collections of oriental manuscripts in libraries outside
Paris are at present being recorded in an electronic database by the
Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS), Institut de
Recherche et d 'Histoire des Textes (IRHT) . This " Base ME­
DIUM" is backed up by microfilming the MSS , a process at present
under way. The work involves re-cataloguing, identification or
verification of texts and listing of contents. Further details from:
I.R.H.T. (Institutde Recherche etd'Histoire desTextes), C .N .R .S.
Service Informatique
Base MEDIUM
40, avenue d 'Iena
75116 Paris
tel.: 47236104.

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

Preliminary note

Municipal libraries are generally closed on Mondays. Opening
times vary, and it is advisable to write or telephone before coming
to consult their holdings . They are open to the general public , but
with special conditions for older material . The Islamic MSS in these
libraries come, in most cases, from gifts or legacies-occasionally
purchases-from the collections of local personages .

Information given below concerning MSS in libraries outside
Paris is subject to revision in the light of new data emerging from
the IRHT Base MEDIUM project (see above) .

The abbreviation Cat. gen. refers to the 1849 - 85 and 1886­
union catalogues (see above).

AGEN

Bibfiotheque municipale

PI. Fattieres
47000 Agen
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tel: 53665052
Date of establishment: 1792
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1885. Cat. Gen. 3, pp . 222-223 , no . 21. See also Bull. d'Inf. de
l 'l.R.H. T. 2, 1953, p. 74; Hesperis 41, 1954, p. 368.

AIX-EN-PROVENCE

Bibliotheque municipale

Bibliotheque Mejanes, Hotel de ville
13616 Aix-en-Provence
tel. : 42234181
Date of establishment: 1810
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 40 (35 Arabic ; 3 Persian; 2 Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1894. Cat. gen. 16, p. 38, no . 828, 13; p. 503, no. 1078,5 . (Persian) ;
pp. 560-561, nos . 1224-1229 (6 Arabic) .

1902. Cat. gen. 40, pp. 76-83 , nos. 1332 -1351 (18 Arabic;
1 Persian).

1915 . Cat. gin. 45, pp . 400-402, nos. 1357-1369 (11 Arabic;
2 Turkish).

Institut de Recherches et d'Etudes sur Ie Monde Arabe et

Musulman (IREMAM)

Maison de la Mediterranee
avo Pasteur
13100 Aix-en-Provence
Status: Academic research library
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 50 (Arabic & Berber).
Description of collection: The Islamic MSS are found in the Fonds
ARsENE Raux. The library specializes in the social sciences of the
modern Arab and Muslim countries.
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ALBI

Bibliotheque municipale

FRANCE-ALBI

28, rue Rochegude
81000 Albi
tel.: 63542240
Date of establishment: 1795
Status : Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1920. Cat. gen. 40, p. 101, no. 106; p. 102, no . 109.

AMIENS

Bibliotheque municipale

50, rue de la Republique
80037 Amiens
tel . : 22915858
Date of establishment: 1791
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 8 (4 Arabic; 2 Persian; 2 Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1893. Cat. gen. 19, p. 18, no . 31; p . 217 , no. 444 ; p. 478, nos. 31
& 38; p . 454, nos. 922 -924.

1933 . Cat. gen. 48, p. 321, no . 1400.

ANGERS

Bibliotheque municipale

49, rue Toussaint
49100 Angers
tel.: 41880819
Date of establishment: 1805
Status : Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (2 Arabic ; 1 Persian).
Published catalogues:
1898. Cat. gen. 31, p. 409 , no. 662 (Persian); p . 565 , nos . 1323, 1324
(Arabic).
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ANGOULEME

Bibliotheque municipale

1, rue Jean-]aures
16015 Angouleme
tel. : 45853132
Date of establishment: 1804
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1893. Cat. gen. 20, p. 305, no . 50.

ARLES

Bibliotheque municipale

35 , place de la R epubliqu e
13200 Arles
tel. : 90939810
Date of establishment: 1821
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1902 . Cat. gen. 40 , p. 125, no . 426 ; p . 126, nos. 427 -428 .

ARRAS

Bibl'iotheque municipale
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20, rue Paul-Doumer
62200 Arras
tel. : 21716291
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 58 (25 Arabic; 22 Persian; 7 Turkish;
4 Urdu).
Published catalogues:
1872. Cat. gen. 4, p. 118, no. 275 (Arabic) .

1902. Cat. gen. 40, pp. 411-416, nos. 1106-1129 (Arabic) ;
pp .417-418, nos . 1132-1138 (Turkish) ; pp. 418-429 , nos.
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1137-1158 (Persian) ; p . 421 , no . 1151 & p . 424 , nos . 1162-1164
(Urdu).

AUCH

Bibl'iotheque municipale

12, pI. Salluste de Bartas
32000 Auch
tel. : 62057124
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Persi an).
Published catalogues:
1886. Cat. gen. 4, p. 390; no. 1.

AVIGNON

Bibliotheque municipale

2 bis , rue Laboureur
84027 Avignon
tel.: 90851559
Date of establishment: 1810
Status: Public library
T otal number of Islam ic M SS: 12 (9 Arabic ; 1 Persian; 2 Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1894. Cat. gen. 27, p. 486 , no . 1052 (T urkish).

1895 . Cat. gen. 28, p. 3, no . 1505 (Persian) .

1897. Cat. gen. 29, p . 484 , no . 3859 (Turkish).

1944. Les manuscrits arabes de la Bibliotheque municipale
d 'Avignon . By CHARLES PELLAT. En Terre d'Islam, 1944, pp . 217­
220.

BAYEUX

Bibljotheque municipale

rue aux C ogs
14400 Bayeux
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tel.: 31920342
Date of establishment: 1833
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1889. Cat. gen. 10, p. 232, no. 251.

BESAN<;ON

Bibljotheque municipale
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1, rue de la Bibliotheque
25044 Besancon
tel.: 81812089
Date of establishment: 1694
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 16 (14 Arabic; 2 Persian).
Published catalogues:
1900. Cat. gen. 32, pp. 187 -191, nos. 272-282 ; p. 249 , no . 432 ;
pp. 297 - 298, no. 520 (Arabic).

1900. Cat. gen. 33, p. 249, nos . 533 - 534 (coli . Chiffl et no . 67 , f. 23)
(Persian) .

1915. Cat. gen. 45, p. 132, no . 1322 (Arabic) .

BLOIS

Bibl'iotheque municipale

Chateau de Blois
41000 Blois
tel . : 54784511
Date of establishment: 1799
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic) .
Publishedcatalogues:
1894. Cat. gen. 24, p. 382, no. 3.
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BORDEAUX

FRANCE--BORDEAUX

Bibliotheque interuniversitaire

av. des Arts, Domaine U niversitaire
33000 Bordeaux
tel.: 56806100
Status: University library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1918. Cat. gin.: Unioersite dePariset Unioersites des dipartements, p. 509,
no . 57 .

Bibliotheque municipale

3, rue Mably
33075 Bordeaux
tel.: 56482320
Date of establishment: 1740
Status: Public library
Published catalogues:
1894. Cat. gin . 23, p. 186, no. 344 ; pp. 586-592, nos. 1108-1132
(Arabic & Turkish).

1922. Collection deM . le Dr. CACHET Manuscrits armeniens, arabes, per­
sans. Bordeaux. 12pp.

1950. Le manuscrit 1116 de la Bibliotheque de Bordeaux. By
G. VAJDA. Hesperis 37,1950, pp. 212-214. (Moroccan majmii'a.)

BOULOGNE-SUR-MER

Bibl'iotheque municipale

Place de la Resistance
62200 Boulogne-sur-Mer
tel.: 21804652
Date of establishment: 1792
Status: Public library
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Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1872. Cat. gen. 4, p. 639, no . 107B.

BREST

Bibljotheque municipale

22, rue Traverse
29283 Brest
tel.: 98463590
Status : Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1893. Cat. gen. 22, p. 446, nos. 2 - 3.

CAEN

Bibliotheques de la Ville de Caen
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Place Guillouard
14027 Caen Cedex
tel.: 31862201
Date of establishment: 1809
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 14 (11 Arabic; 1 Persian; 2 Turkish) .
Published catalogues:
1890. Cat. gen. 14, nos. 7, 8, 90, 91, 186-188, 199, 51 (IV)
(Arabic); p . 371, no. 562 (CXII-CXIII) (Persian); p. 275, nos.
190-191 (Turkish).

CALAIS

Bibtiotheque municipale

Hotel de Ville
1, rue de Vic
62100 Calais
tel.: 21974500
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic).
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Published catalogues:
1886. Cat. gen. 4, p. 312, nos. 5 -6 (Qurtans).

CAMBRAI

Bibliotheque municipale

37, rue Saint-Georges
59400 Cambrai
tel.: 27813520
Date of establishment: 1791
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1891. Cat. gen. 17, p. 392, no. 947; p. 470, no. 1245.

CARPENTRAS

Bibliotheque Inguimbertine

234, bd Albin-Durand
84200 Carpentras
tel.: 90630492
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (1 Arabic; 1 Urdu).
Published catalogues:
1901. Cat. gen. 34, p. 68, no. 129 (Arabic) ; pp. 548-549, no. 1008
(Urdu).

CHALONS-SUR-MARNE

Bibl'iotheque municipale

1, Passage Henri-Vendel
51022 Ohalons-sur-Marne
tel.: 26685444
Date of establishment: 1802
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (Arabic) .
Published catalogues:
1885. Cat. gen. 3, p. 37, no. 116; p. 46, nos . 203 - 204 (Qur'ans) .
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CHAMBERY

Bibliotheque municipale

1, rue Doppet
73000 Chambery
tel.: 79853480
Status: Public library
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 1 (Malagasy).
Published catalogues:
1903. Cat. gen. 41, p. 87, no. 75.

CHANTILLY

Institut de France (Musee Conde, Fondation d'Aumale)
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Domaine de Chantilly
60500 Chantilly
tel.: 44570362
Date of establishment: 1897
Status: Museum library
Conditions of access: On written application to the Curator, stating
purpose of visit. Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 09.00-17.00,
by appointment only .
Total number of Islamic MSS: 44 (42 Arabic; 2 Persian).
Descriptionofcollection: Private collections of ANNE DE MONTMORENCY
and her descendants , given to the Institute in 1886.
Published catalogues:
1928. Cat. gen. : Bibliothiques de l'Institut, nos. 206-215, 264-276,
312,431 ,609-612,681,691-697,826-830 (Arabic); 607-608
(Persian).

CHARTRES

Bibliotheque municipale

35, rue Saint-Michel
28019 Chartres
tel .: 37212792
Date oj establishment: 1794
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
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Published catalogues:
1890. Cat. gen. 11, p. 306, no. 813.

CHATEAUROUX

Bibliotheque municipale

Maison de la culture de la Republique
36044 Chateauroux
tel.: 54272631
Status: Public library
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 4 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1888. Cat. gen. 9, p. 180. Described by O. HOUDAS.

CLERMONT-FERRAND

Bibl'iotbeque municipale et interuniversitaire

1, bd Lafayette
63001 Clermont-Ferrand
tel.: 73924118
Date ofestablishment: 1902
Status: Public library
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 3 (1 Arabic; 2 Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1890. Cat. gen. 14, p. 118, no. 361 (Arabic); nos . 362, 363
(Turkish).

DIEPPE

Bibliotheque municipale

Quai Berigny
76200 Dieppe
tel.: 35820411
Date of establishment: 1828
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 6 (5 Arabic; 1 Turkish-Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1954. Cat. gen. 50, pp. 385-388, nos. 153, 164, 166, 171, 174
(Turkish-Arabic), 183.
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DIJON

Bibliotheque municipale
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5, rue de l'Ecole de Droit
21000 Dijon
tel.: 80303639
Date of establishment: 1701
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 17 (2 Arabic; 11 Persian; 4 Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1889. Cat. gen. 5, p. 95, no. 354; p. 227, no . 831 (Arabic); p . 319,
nos. 1411-1421, t. IX (Persian); p. 127, no . 522; p. 132; p. 227,
no. 831; pp. 239-240, no. 907 (Turkish).

DOLE

Bibljotheque municipale

23 ter, rue du College
39107 Dole
tel.: 84722425
Date of establishment: 1791
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 13 (11 Arabic; 2 Turkish) .
Published catalogues:
1891. Cat. gen . 13, pp. 378-381 , nos. 1-2,5-12,14 (Arabic) ; nos.
3 - 4 (Turkish).

1986. Grand Coran mamelouk et autres manuscrits islamiques de
la Bibliotheque municipale de Dole. By L. KALUS. Revue des Etudes
Islamiques 54, 1986.

DOVAI

Bibliotheque municipale

117, rue de la Fonderie
59500 Dou ai
tel. : 27872663
Date of establishment: 1767
Status: Public library
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Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic/Turkish) .
Published catalogues:
1878. Cat. gen. Serie 6, p. 908 , nos . 1094, 1095.

DRAGUIGNAN

Bibliotheque municipale

9, rue de la Republique
83001 Draguignan
tel.: 94689287
Date of establishment: 1802
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 5 (4 Arabic; 1 Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1890. Cat. gen. 14, pp. 406-407 , nos. 31-34 (Arabic); no . 35
(Turkish).

DUNKERQUE

Bibliotheque municipale

rue Benjamin Morel
59140 Dunkerque
tel.: 28759880
Date of establishment: 1926
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1897. Cat. gen. 26, p. 633, no. 13; p. 636, no. 24; p. 640, no. 37.

GRASSE

Bibliotheque et Archives municipales

bd Antoine-Maure
06130 Grasse
tel.: 93262685
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1890. Cat. gen. 14, p. 431, no. 30.
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GRENOBLE

Bibliotheque municipale d'etude et d'information

bd Marechal Lyautey
38021 Grenoble
tel .: 76460156
Date of establishment: 1772
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 13 (12 Arabic; 1 Arabic/Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1889. Cat. gen. 7, p. 645, nos. 2077 - 2088.

1983. Cat. gen. 62, p. 29, no. 2601.

HYERES

Bihliotheque municipale

pI. Theodore Lefebvre
83400 Hyeres
tel . : 94359041
Status : Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 14 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1888. Cat. gin . 9, p. 386, no. 8.

1903. Cat. gen. 41, pp . 815-816, nos. 33-45.

LANGRES

Bibliotheque municipale

rue Card. de La Luzerne
52200 Langres
tel.: 25876300
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 13 (Arabic) .
Published catalogues:
1893. Cat. gen. 21, pp . 105-107, nos. 95-107 (vols. II-IX).

265
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LAON

FRANCE-LAON

Bibliotheque municipale

rue Marcelin Berthelot
02011 Laon
tel.: 23201957
Date of establishment: 1795
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic) .
Published catalogues:
1903. Cat. gen. 41, p. 386, no . 489; p. 389, no. 515.

LA ROCHELLE

Bibliotheque municipale

28, rue Gargoulleau
17025 La Rochelle
tel. : 46416222
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 7 (6 Arabic; 1 Persian).
Published catalogues:
1889 . Cat. gen. 8, p .235, no . 423 (Persian) ; p. 236, no. 426 (Arabic) .

1903. Cat. gen. 41, p. 457, nos. 792-796 (Arabic) .

LAVAL

Bibliotheque municipale

pI. de Herce
53017 Laval
tel.: 43538636
Status: Public library
Total number ofIslamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1886 . Cat. gen. 4, p. 349.



FRANCE-LE MANS

LE MANS

Bibliotheque municipale

54, rue du Port
72000 Le Mans
tel.: 43474747
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1893. Cat. gen. 20, p . 91, no. 117.

LILLE

Bibfiotheque municipale

32 - 34, rue Edouard Delesalle
59043 Lille
tel.: 20544581
Date of establishment: 1726
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 5 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1888. Cat. gen. 9, p. 465, nos. 35, 36, 39.

1897. Cat. gen. 26, p. 111, no . 142.

1903. Cat. gen. 41, p. 550, no. 749.

Bibliotheque de I'Universite

60, bd Vauban
59046 Lille
tel. : 20938827
Date of establishment: 1877
Status: University library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1933. Cat. gen. 48, p. 335, no . 225.

267
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LUNEVILLE

FRANCE-LUNEVILLE

Bibliotheque municipale

Hotel de Ville
54301 Luneville
tel.: 83762346
Date of establishment: 1837
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1893. Cat. gin. 21, p . 189, no. 162.

LYON

Bibl'iotheque municipale

30, bd Vivier-Merle
69431 Lyon
tel. : 78628520
Date of establishment: 1693
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 7 (4 Arabic; 1 Persian; 1 Turkish;
1 Turkish/Arabic) .
Published catalogues:
1900. Cat. gin. 30, pp. 6-7, nos. 19-21; nos. 23-24; no . 1526;
p. 503, no . 1622.

1912. Manuscrits de la Bibliotheque deLyon. By ANTOINE F. DELANDINE.

Paris. Turkish MS. on p. 118.

MACON

Bibltotheque municipale

pI. des Carmelites
71000 Macon
tel.: 85384629
Date of establishment: 1828
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 5 (Arabic) .
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Published catalogues:
1887. Cat. gen. 6, pp. 357-358, nos. 74-78.

MARSEILLE

Bibliotheque municipale
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38, rue de HIe R.I.A.
13331 Marseille
tel .: 91553672
Date of establishment: 1799
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 46 (23 Arabic; 3 Malay; 12 Persian;
6 Turkish; 1 Malay/Urdu/Malagasy/Arabic/Persian ; 1 Turkish/
Persian) .
Published catalogues:
1892. Cat. gen. 15, p. 135, no. 308 ; p. 291, nos . 10tO, 1012-1015;
p. 319, nos. 1127-1137; p. 321, no . 1146; pp . 437-480, nos.
1627-1648; pp. 481-482, nos. 1649-1653 and 1655-1656.

METZ

Bibliotheque-Mediatheque

1, Cour Elie Fleur
57000 Metz
tel.: 87313305
Date of establishment: 1811
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4 (3 Arabic; 1 Turkish/Persian).
Published catalogues:
1879. Cat. gen. 5, p. 135, no. 308 (Turkish-Persian vocabulary);
p. 136, no. 309; p . 237, no. 712.

1893. Cat. gen. 48, p. 405, no . 1192 .

MILLAU

Biblrotheque municipale

10, bd Sadi Carnot
12100 Millau
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tel.: 65611719
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1904. Cat. gin. 4-3 , p. 762.

MONTPELLIER

Bibl'iotheque de la Faculte de Medecine

2, rue de l'Ecole de Medecine
34000 Montpellier
tel.: 67662777
Status: University departmental library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 19 (Arabic; Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1849. Cat. gen. 1, nos. 34, 148 (cf. Bull. Inj IRHT2, 1953, p. 74;
Hesperis 41, 1954, p. 368); 163, 199, 205, 284, 285, 287-291,
388-392, 505.

1918. Cat. gen.: Univ. Paris et uniuersites des dipartements, p. 54-3,
no. 548.

Bibliotheque de la Ville et du Musee Fabre

37, bd Bonnes-Nouvelles
34000 Montpellier
tel. : 67607706
Date of establishment: 1825
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1849. Cat. gen. 1, nos. 1, 2.

MOULINS

Bibljotheque publique

pI. Marechal de Lattre de Tassigny
03000 Moulins
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tel.: 70460135
Date of establishment: 1830
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1885. Cat. gin. 3, p. 187, no. 59.

NANCY

Bibliotheque municipale
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43, rue Stanislas
54042 Nancy
tel.: 83373883
Date of establishment: 1750
Status : Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 8 (7 Arabic; 1 Arabic/Persian).
Published catalogues:
1886. Cat. gin. 4, p. 140, nos. 81, 82, 84; p. 177, nos. 320-323 ;
p. 275, no. 965 .

NANTES
Bibljotheque Mediatheque

15, rue de I'Heroniere
44041 Nantes
tel. : 40419595
Date of establishment: 1753
Status : Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 6 (2 Arabic ; 1 Persian; 2 Turkish;
1 Arabic/Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1893. Cat. gin . 22, p. 27 , nos. 134, 136 (Arabic); no . 135 (Persian);
nos . 137, 138 (Turkish); no . 139 (Arabic/Turkish).

NEVERS

Bibliotheque municipale

Centre culture! Jean-Jaures
rue J ean-Jaures
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58000 Nevers
tel.: 86360123
Date of establishment: 1789
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1894 . Cat. gen. 23, pp. 523-541, nos. 34-37.

NICE

Bibliotheque Habib Zayyat

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 7 (Arabic) .
Published catalogues:
1947. Khazd'in al-kutub al-tarabiya fi 'l-khiifiqayn, 2. By FiLiB nf
TARRAZi. Beirut. See pp. 607 - 608.

NIMES

Bibliotheque municipale, dite Seguier

19, grand' rue
30000 Nirnes
tel.: 66672559
Date of establishment: 1794
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1885. Cat. gen. 7, p. 540, no. 21.

1904. Cat. gen. 40, p. 498, no. 476 (Qur'an).

NOYON

Bibljotheque municipale

pI. de l'Hotel de Ville
60400 Noyon
tel.: 44440117
Status: Public library
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Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1885. Cat. gin. 3, p. 370, no. 2.

ORLEANS

Bibliotheque municipale
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1, rue Dupanloup
45043 Orleans
tel. : 38531736
Date of establishment: 1714
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (1 Arabic; 1 Persian).
Published catalogues:
1889. Cat. gin. 12, p. 274 , no. 684 (Persian); p. 288, no. 705
(Arabic) .

PARIS

Academie des Sciences d'Outre-Mer
Bibliotheque

15, rue Laperouse
75116 Paris
tel. : 47208793
Date of establishment: 1922
Status: Academic research library
Conditions of access: By appointment.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 14.00-17.30.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 7 (Malagasy) .
Description of collection: The Library contains mainly printed books,
but has also a few MSS and archives from former French colonies,
including a few in Arabic script from Madagascar.
Published catalogues:
1957. Bibliographie de Madagascar (tome III:) 1934 -1955. By
G . GRANDIDIER . Tananarive: Institut de Recherche Scientifique de
Madagascar, p . 1868, no . 22890: VI-XII: Details of provenance,
scribes , contents, formats, measurements , pagination , bindings,
condition and annotations.



274

Assemblee Nationale

FRANCE-PARIS

Bibliotheque
Palais Bourbon
126, rue de I'Universite
75007 Paris
tel.: 40636472 et 40636474
Date of establishment: 1796
Status: Parliamentary library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4 (1 Arabic; 3 Arabic/Turkish) .
Conditions of access: Open to genuine researchers, on request.
Published catalogues:
1907. Cat. gen., Paris, Chambre des Deputes, p. 10, no. 5 (Arabic);
p. 19, nos. 23 - 25 (Arabic/Turkish).

Bibljotheque Mazarine

Palais de l'Institut
23, quai de Conti
75006 Paris
tel.: 43548948 or 43263916
Date of establishment: 1643
Status: Public library
Conditions of access: Open to the public.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 10.00-18.00 .
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (1 Arabic; 1 Turkish).
Description of collection : Formerly the library of CARDINAL MAZARIN ,
this is the oldest public library in France. However, most of
Mazarin's own MSS, including all those in Arabic, Persian ,
Turkish, etc., have been transferred to the Bibliotheque Nationale
(q.v.).
Published catalogues:
1890. Cat. gen. III, p . 189 (Turkish).

1905. Bibliographie de Madagascar, premiere partie, by G. GRANDI­
DIER, Paris (rp. Nendeln: Kraus, 1978), p. 726, no . XIV (Arabic
magical formulas and prayers, from Madagascar) .
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Bibliotheque Nationale

58, rue de Richelieu
75084 Paris
tel.: 47038321 , 47038322, 47038323 , 47038324 (Division des MSS
Orientaux); 47038360 , 47038359 (Departement des Cartes et
Plans).
Status: National library
Conditions of access: Open to researchers at doctoral or professional
level or higher.

Opening hours: Monday to Saturday, 10.00-17.00 (Dept.
Cartes et Plans: 09.00-17.00).

Totalnumber of Islamic MSS: ca. 12,000 (7,200 Arabic; several Berber,
Kurdish, Malagasy, Malay; 32 Pashto; 2,600 Persian; several
Punjabi; Sindhi; 2,000 Turkish; several Urdu).
Description of collection: Successor to the old Bibliotheque Royale, the
Bibliotheque Nationale has assembled collections of Islamic MSS
formed over the centuries and regularly augmented by purchases
and gifts; these collections rank among the most important in Eu­
rope and cover nearly all subjects. Especially noteworthy are MSS
of the Baghdad school (13th -14th centuries): the Fables ofBfDPj,Jf,
the Maqdmdt of AL-I:IARIRI; of the Herat school (14th - 15th centu­
ries) : RASHID AL-DIN'S History of the Mongols and a MicraJ-namah
copied by MALIK BAKHSHI (ca. 1436); and some Qur'ans of the first
centuries AH. All these are kept in the Departernent des
Manuscrits, Division des Manuscrits Orientaux. Several other col­
lections are also deposited there, notably that of the Societe
Asiatique.

In addition, the Departement des Cartes et Plans (created in
1828) has a number of Islamic documents, including collections of
Persian and Mughal paintings.

For further information on the history and general scope of the
collections, see:
1868 - 81. Le Cabinet des Manuscrits de la Bibliotheque Imperiale (Na­
tionale). By L. DELISLE, Paris, 3 vols. 575; 551; 531 pp. Index by
E. POULLE, 1977, 95pp.

1902. Missions archiologiques francaises en Orient aux XVIIe et XVIIIe
siecles. Documents publiis par HENRI OMONT. Paris (Collection de
documents inedits sur I'Histoire de France). 2 vols. Texts of con­
temporary documentation on collecting of MSS now in the Biblio­
theque Nationale .
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1956. Al-rnakhtuta t al-Sarabiya fi Baris, By MUl;IAMMAD HAMID
ALLAH . M aj allat Maihad al-Makhtiudt al-cArabZya 2, 1956 , pp .
239-245 .

1974. Ahadith barIsIya t. By HILAL NAJI. Al-Kitiib 8 11, 1974,
pp .3-10.

1978. Makhtiitat CarabIya fi Baris: ghayat al-maqsiid fi 'l-Silm wa- 'l­
camal bi- ' l-buniid . By 2AHIRAl;IMAD AL-QAYSI . Al-Mawrid 7 i, 1978,
pp. 297 -302 .

1979. Oriental and Slavic collections in the Bibliotheque Nationale,
Paris . By M .-R. SECUY & M.-R. MORIN. UNESCO Journal of In ­
formation Science, L ibrarianship & Archives Administration 1, 1979 ,
pp . 168-174.

1981. Le Fonds tu rc du Departernent des Manuscrits. By A. BER­
THIER . Bulletin de la Bibliotheque Nat ionals 6,1981 , pp. 78-95 .

1982. Le Fonds ARCHINARD de manuscrits arabes a la Biblio­
theque Nationale . By NOUREDDINE GHALI. L 'A rabisant 20 , 1982,
pp.45-46 .

Published catalogues:

1739. Catalogus codicum manuscriptorum Bibliothecae Regiae. Tomus pri­
mus . . . Catalogi Bibliothecae R egiae pars prima, complectens codices
manuscriptos orientales . Paris: e Typographia Regia. 458 + 44pp. [pp.
99 - 367 : Arabe, Persan, Turc.]

1817. Catalogue d 'une collection de cinq cents manuscrits orientaux. Paris.
53pp.

The ROUSSEAU collection: 265 Arabic; 66 Turkish MSS.

1836. Catalogue des livres imprimis et manuscrits grecs, hebreux , arabes, per­
sans et turcs composant la bibliotheque defeu M. CAUSSIN DE PERCEVAL.

Paris.
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1840. Andeutungen iiber die von der Koniglichen Bibliothek zu
Paris an arabischen , persischen und tiirkischen Handschriften in
der neuesten Zeit gemachten Erwerbungen. By GUSTAV FLUEGEL.
fahrbiicher der Literatur: Anzeige Blatt 90, 1840, pp . 1-16; 91, 1840,
pp. 1-10; 92, 1840, pp . 34-60.

1842. Bibliotheque de M. le Baron SILVESTRE DE SACY. Paris, 3 vols.

1843. Catalogue des liores etmanuscrits orientaux prouenant dela bibliotheque
defeu M. J. ST. HARRIOT. By J. MOHL & P. LACROIX. Paris.

1859. Collection de manuscrits arabes, persons et tures appartenant aMme
la COMTESSE ALIX DES GRANGES. Paris, 12pp.

44 Arabic MSS; 43 Persian; 76 Turkish.

1862. Notice sur quelques manuscrits arabes relatifs aux matherna­
tiques, et recemment acquis par la Bibliotheque imperiale . By
F. WOEPCKE. Journal Asiatique 5e serie, 19, 1862, pp. 101-127 .

1864. Bibliothique defeu M. JULES THONNELIER. Paris .

1867. Catalogue des liores, desmanuserits orientaux etdes ouvrages ennombre
eomposant la Bibliothsque defeu M . J.T. REINAUD. Paris.

1878. Catalogue de la Bibliotheque orientale defeu M. BELIN: livres sur la
Turquie; textes et manuscrits arabes, turcs et persons, Paris: E. Leroux.
56pp.

1879. Notices des manuscrits malais de la Bibliotheque Nationale
de Paris. By A. MARRE. Memoires de la Societe Academique Indo-chinoise
de France 1,1877-1879, [pub!. 1879], pp . 124-188.

Describes 95 Malay MSS without mentioning the Bibliotheque
Nationale shelf nos.

1879. Catalogue des livres orientaux etautres eomposant la bibliotheque defeu
M. GARCIN DE TASSY, suivi du catalogue des manuscrits hindoustanis,



278 FRANCE-PARIS

persons , arabes, turcs. By M.F. DELONCLE. Paris. 272pp.
16 Arabic MSS; 32 Persian.

1881. Bibliotheque Nationale , Departernent des Manuscrits,
Chartes et Diplornes. Notice des Objets exposes. Paris , H. Champion.

" Manuscrits et xylographes orientaux et am ericains," pp . 12­
16. Incl . a number of Arabic, Persian and Turkish MSS.

1883-95. Catalogue des manuscrits arabes. By W. MCGUCKIN DE
SLANE. Paris : Imprimerie Nationale . 820pp.

Arabic MSS nos. 1-4665 . Microfilms are on sale at the Service
Photographique of the Bibliotheque Nationale.

1891. L es Musulmans aMadagascar et aux iles Comores. By G. FERRAND .
Paris . Premiere partie.

Pp. 66 - 68 contain a catalogue of 11 Malagasy MSS in the Bib­
liotheque Nationale .

1897. Bibliotheque Nationale. Choix de manuscrits, d 'imprimis , de
cartes, et de medailles exposes a l 'occasion du Congres des Orientalistes,
Septembre 1897. Paris. 98pp.

1898. Introduction du nouveau catalogue des manuscrits malais-javanais de
la Bibliotheque N ationale, par L. FEER. Paris : E. Bouillon. 1899. 12pp .
(Previo usly published in R evue des Bibliotheques 8, 1898.) Partly
reprinted in Archipel 20, 1980, pp . 95 - 98.

1898 - 1900. In oentaire et description des miniatures des manuscrits orien­
taux conserves a la Bibliotheque Na tionale. By E. BLocHET. Paris:
E. Bouillon. 1900. 278pp. (Prev iously published in Revue des Biblio­
theques 8 - 9, 1898 - 99 .)

1899. Catalogue of the library of Count RIA NT . Paris. 2 vols.

1900. Catalogue de la collection de manuscrits orientaux , arabes, persons et
turcs form ie par M. CHARLES S CHEFER et acquise par l 'Etat, By
E. BLOCHET. Paris: E. Leroux. 231pp.

1000 MSS .
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1900. Catalogue des manuscrits mazdeens (zends, pehluis, parsis et persans)
de la Bibliothique Nationale. By E. BLOCHET. Besancon: Impr. P .
Jacquin . 132pp.

1901. Les manuscrits arabes de la collection SCHEFER d la Bibliotheque Na­
tionale. B y H . DERENBOURG . Paris. Also published in Journal des
Savants mars-juin 1901, pp. 178-200; 299-324; 374-393 .

1905. Repertoire alphabetique des manuscrits arabes chretiens de
la Bibliotheque Nationale . By E. GALTIER. Bulletin de l 'Institut Fran­
cais d 'Archeologie Orientale 4, 1905, pp. 195-221.

Authors (romanised) & titles (in Arabic script) , with refs. to the
catalogue of DE SLANE, 1883 -95 (see above).

1905 - 34. Catalogue des manuscrits persans de la Bibliotheque Nationale .
B y E. BLOCHET. Paris: Impr. Nationale ; E. Leroux, 4 vols.

1906. Inuentaire des manuscrits arabes de la collection DECOURDEMANCHE .

B y E. BLOcHET. Besan con . 23pp. Also published in Bibliographe
moderne 3, 1906.

1908. Sur une identification de deux manuscrits arabes de la
Bibliotheque Nationale. B y E. AMAR.Journal Asiatique 10e serie, 11,
1908, pp. 237-242.

1909. Catalogue des manuscrits arabes , persons et lures offerts d la Biblio­
thique Nationale par M . j.A . DECOURDEMANCHE. By E. BLocHET.

Paris. 90pp.
400 MSS.

1909. Une collection de manuscrits musulmans . By E. BLocHET.

ArchivesMarocaines 15, 1909, pp . 193 - 282; Revuedu MondeMusulman
8, 1909, pp. 29-38.

DECOURDEMANCHE collection .

1909. Notices des manuscr its arabes chretiens entres a la Biblio-
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theque Nationale depuis la publication du catalogue . By R. GRIVEAU.
R evue de l 'Orient Chretien 14,1909, pp. 174-188; 276-281 ; 337­
356. Index : 16, 1911, pp. 68-71.

1910. Peintures de manuscnts arabes , persons et lures de la Bibliothique
Nationale. By E. BLOcHET. Paris: Imprimerie Catala freres, 31pp.,
64 plates .

1911. Notice sur onze manuscrits persans rapportes du Kan-sou,
By E. BLOcHET. Mission d'Ollone, 1906 -1909: recherches surles Musul­
mans chinois. Paris, 1911 , pp. 284-293.

1912. Catalogue sommaire des manuscrits indiens, indo-chinois et malayo ­
polynesiens de la Bibliotheque Nationale. By A. CABATON . Paris:
E. Leroux. 320pp.

Incl . Urdu, Persian, Sindhi, Punjabi , Kashmiri , Malagasy &
Malay.

1914 - 20. Les Peintures des manuscrits orientaux de la Bibliotheque Natio­
nale. By E. BLOcHET. Paris: Societe de Reproduction des Manuscrits
a Peintures. 325pp. 86 plat es.

1916. Inoentaire de la collection de manuscrits musulmans de M. DECOUR­

DEMANCHE par E. BLOcHET. Paris. 112pp. Also published in Journal
Asiatique 11e serie, 8,1916, pp. 305-370; 381-423.

1923. Notic es sur les manuscrits persons et arabes de la collection Marteau .
By E. BLOcHET. Paris, 1923, 308pp. Also published in Notices et ex­
traits des manuscrits de la Bibliotheque Nationale et autres bibliotheques 41,
1923 , pp. 91-398.

1925. Catalogue des manuscrits arabes des nouvelles acquisitions:
1884 -1924 . By E. BLocHET. Paris.

Arabic MSS nos. 4666-6753. Microfiches are on sale at the Ser­
vice Photographique of the Bibliotheque Nationale .
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1925. Bibliotheque Nationale. Catalogue de I'Exposition orientale. Cata­
logue des manuserits Ii peiniures, stampes, medailles, monnaies, objets d'art ,
livres et cartes exposes du 19 mai au 19juin 1925. Paris: Ed. de la Gazette
des Beaux-Arts .

Incl . Arabic, Persian & Turkish MSS .

1926. Les enluminures des manuserits orientaux, turcs , arabes, persons de la
Bibliotheque Nationals, By E. BLOCHET. Paris: Editions de la Gazette
des Beaux-Arts. 163pp., 123 plates.

1926. Une collection de manuscrits arabes provenant des Touareg
Oulliminden (Niger) . By L. BOUVAT. Journal Asiatique 209 , 1926,
pp . 119-125.

31 MSS.

1932-33. Bibliotheque Nationale. Catalogue des manuserits turcs , By
E. BLOCHET. Paris: Bibliotheque Nationale , 2 vols. 403pp .; 314pp.

1933. Omar Khajjdm Rubdyatjanak kisebb kiz iratai a Parisi Bibliotheque
Nationale-ban : a Suppl. Pers. 1777., 826., 745. , 793., 1481., 1425.,
1817. , 1327. es 1458. szdmu keziratok eredeti sziioegei. Les manuscrits
mineursdes Rubaciyatde 'OMAR KHAYYAM dans La Bibliotheque nationale:
textes originauxdes manuscrits Suppl. Pets. 1777, 826, 745, 793, 1481,
1425,1817,1327, et1458. Publies avec une introduction ecrite en
langue hongroise et un abrege francais par Dr. BARTHELEMY

CSILLIK. Szeged, 1933 . 69 + 85pp.
Incl . list of all Khayyam MSS in the Bibliotheque Nationale.

1934. The principal manuscripts of the Rubdciyydt ofcUmar-i-Khayydm in
the Bibliothique Nationale, Paris. Volume I. Original texts of the MSS
Suppl. Pers. 1417., Anc. Fonds 349, and Suppl. Pers. 823., transcribed
and edited with introductory notes by Dr. BARTHOLOMEW CSILLIK.
CUmar-i-Khajjdm RubdCijjdtjdnak nagy keziratai a Pdrisi Bibliotheque
Nationale-Ban I. Kotet: A Suppl. Pers. 1417. , Ane. Fonds 349. es a
Suppl. Pers. 823 szdmu kiziratok eredeti szovegei. Tajekoztatassal ellatva
kozzeteszi Dr. Csillik Bertalan. London: Luzac; Szeged: Szeged
Varosi Nyomda es Konyvkiado. 20 + lxv + 168pp .
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Persian texts, with English & Hungarian introd. material, incl.
enumerations & descriptions of MSS.

1938. Bibliotheque Nationale. Les Arts de I 'Iran, l 'ancienne Perse et
Bagdad: catalogue. By HENRY CORBIN retal.J. Paris. 216pp., 16 plates.

Exhibition catalogue, incl. Arabic, Persian & Turkish MSS .

1938. Petites decouvertes dans les manuscrits arabes de la Biblio­
theque Nationale de Paris. By M . JAWAD. Revuedes Etudes Islamiques
12,1938, pp. 285-287 .

Identifications of titles & authors of 10 MSS.

1939. Tahqiqat saghira fi "l-rnakhtiitat al-Farabiya bi-Baris , By
MUHAFA JAWAD . Majallat al-Muiallim al-]adid 4, 1939, pp. 309­
311.

1945. Shadharat mm al-rnakhtirtat al-Sarabiya. By MUHAFA
JAWAD. Majallat al-Muiallim al-]adid 9, 1945, pp. 191-192.

1948. Manuscrits arabes de la Bibliotheque nationale. By
G . VAJDA. Revue des Etudes Islamiques , 1948 , pp . 89 - 94 .

Analysis of two MSS.

1950. Catalogue des manuscrits arabes de la Societe Asiatique de
Paris. By G . VAJDA. Journal Asiatique 238,1950 , pp. 1-29.

1950. Contribution a la connaissance de la litterature en afrique
occidentale . By G. V AJDA.Journal de laSociete des Africanistes 20, 1950 ,
pp .229-237.

Catalogue of Arabic literary and historical MSS from the
ARCHINARD collection .

1950. Quelques notes sur Ie fonds de manuscrits arabes de la
Bibliotheque Nationale de Paris . By G . VAJDA. Rivista degli Studi
Orientali 25, 1950, pp . 1-10.
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1953. Index general des manuscrits arabes musulmans de la Bibliothique
Nationale de Paris. By G. VAJDA. Paris (Publications de l'lnstitut de
Recherches et d'Histoire des Textes, 4.)

MSS nos. 590-6835 .

1954. Additions et corrections. By G . VAJDA. Oriens 7, 1954,
pp . 163-164.

1954. Manuscrits maghrebins recemment entres ala Bibliotheque
Nationale de Paris. By G. VAJDA. Hesperis 41,1954, pp . 365-377 .

1954. Manuscripts of IBN BATTUTA'S Rehla in Paris and IBN JUZAVY.
By MAHDI HUSAIN. Journal of the Asiatic Society: Letters 20, 1954,
pp.49-53 .

Descriptions & analyses of 5 MSS.

1955 - 65. Manuscrits arabes recemment entres ala Bibliotheque
Nationale de Paris. By G. VAJDA . Bulletin d'Information del 'I.R.H. T .
4, 1955, pp. 73-75; 13, 1964-65, pp. 81-91.

1956. L es certificats de lecture et de transmission dans les manuscrits arabes
de la Bibliotheque Nationale de Paris. By G. VAJDA. Paris: C .N .R.S.
(Publications de l'I.R.H.T. , VI) . 83pp.

1957. Notes on some astronomical, astrological and mathematical
manuscripts of the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris . By L. THORN­
DIKE. Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes 20, 1957,
pp.112-172.

1958. Les manuscrits arabes dates de la Bibliotheque Nationale de
Paris. By G. VAJDA. Bulletin d'Information de l 'I.R.H. T. 7, 1958,
pp. 47 -69.

1959. Paris Milli Kiitiiphanesinde ilk Turkce-Fransizca ve
Fransizca-Turkce yazma eserler. By KENAN AKYuz. Turk Dili
Arasurmalari Yzllziz Belleten, 1959, pp . 249 - 292.
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1959. Arabicmanuscript material bearing onthehistory oj thewestern Sudan.
By H .F.C. SMITH. Ibadan: Historical Society of Nigeria (Supple­
ment to Bulletin oj News 4 ii , 1959). 20pp .

"Literary works from the Segu Collection, " pp. 3 - 20: List of
contents of some MSS in the ARCHINARD collection, with Biblio­
theque Nationale vol. nos .

1960 - 64 . LesActesdes premiers Sultansconserves dans les manuscrits turcs
de la Bibliothique Nationale a Paris. By N. BELDICEANU . I. Actes de
MehmedII et deBayezid II du MS. Fonds turc ancien 39, Paris 1960. II.
Reglements miniers 1390-1512, Paris 1964. (Ecole Pratique des
Hautes Etudes, VIe section: Documents et recherches sur
I'economie des pays byzantins, islamiques et slaves et leurs relations
commerciales au Moyen-Age .)

1963. Bibliotheque Nationale'deki turkce yazmalar ve iki mevlevi­
hane. By MEHMET ONDER. Turk Folklor Arasurmalan 14/168, 1963,
pp. 3105-3106.

1967. Nuskhalr'ha-yi khatti-i farsi-i tazah dar Kitabkhanah-Pi
Milli-i Paris. By IRA] AFSHAR. NuskhahJha-yi Khatri 5, 1346/1967,
pp. 674-678.

Brief descriptions of MSS Su ppl. Persan 2049 - 2112.

1967. A Catalogue oj manuscripts in Paris - Urdu, Punjabi, and Sindhi.
Ed. AGHA IFTIKHAR HUSAIN. Karachi: Urdu Development Board,
1967. 35pp.

In English & Urdu.

1969. Les manuscrits agricoles de la Bibliotheque Nationale de
Paris. By BACHIR ATTIE ATTIE. Hesperis 10, 1969, pp . 243-261.

1969 -. Fihrist-i nuskhab'hii-yi khaui-i fdrsi. By AI;IMAD MUNZAVI.
Tehran: Regional Cultural Institute. 6 vols.

A cumulative catalogue of Persian MSS, drawn from previous
published catalogues, with locations. Incl. some in the Bibliotheque
Nationale.
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1969 - 85. Fihrist-imikriifilmhd-yi Kitabkiinah-)i Markazi-i Danishgah-)i
Tihriin. By MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISH-PAZH1JH. Tehran:
Danishgah-Pi Tihran, 1348-1363. 3 vols.

Incl . descriptions of several Persian MSS in the Bibliotheque
Nationale .

1972. Catalogue des manuscnts arabes, Premiere partie: Manuscrits chre­
tiens, By G . TRouPEAu. Tome I : nos. 1-323. Paris: Bibliotheque
Nationale.

1972. Nouvelles acquisitions de la Bibliotheque Nationale: un lot de
manuscrits rifa'ites. By Y. SAUVAN . Arabica 19,1972, pp. 190-192.

1973. Les manuscrits malais de la Bibliotheque Nationale de Paris:
catalogue revise. By P . VOORHOEVE. Archipel6, 1973, pp. 42 -80.

1973. Bibliotheque Nationale . Trisors d'Orieni. Paris, 1973, 197pp.
[Exposition, Bibliotheque Nationale, 1973], pp. 63 - 79: Arabe;
pp. 80-99: Persan; pp. 100-107: Turc; pp. 117 -126: Inde;
pp . 169-173: Malayo-Polynesien.

Exhibition catalogue. Incl. Arabic, Malay, Persian, Turkish &
Urdu MSS .

1973 . Notes sur les manuscrits apoernes chleuhs du fonds berbere
de la Bibliotheque Nationale de Paris. By P . GALAND-PERNET. Revue
des Etudes Islamiques 45 , 1973, pp . 284-296.

1974. Catalogue des manuscrits arabes. Premiere partie: Manuscrits chre­
tiens , By G. TRouPEAu. Tome II : Manuscrits disperses entre les nos. 780
et 6933; Index. Paris: Bibliotheque Nationale .

1978. Catalogue des manuscrits arabes , Deuxierne partie: Manuscrits
musulmans, Tome II : Nos. 590-1120. By G . VAJDA & Y. SAUVAN .
Paris: Bibliotheque Nationale . 332pp .

1980. Les manuscrits persans rapportes par les freres Vecchietti et
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conserves aujourd 'hui ala Bibliotheque Nationale . By F . RICHARD .
Studia lranica 9, 1980, pp . 291-300.

1981. Commission francaise du Guide des Sources de l'Histoire des
Nations . Sources de l 'historedel 'Asieet del 'OcianiedanslesArchives et Bib­
liothiques francaises . II. Bibliothique Nationale. Munich: Saur (Conseil
International des Archives: Guides des Sources de l'Histoire des
Nations, 3e serie, vol. 2, 2e partie). 316pp.

IncI .lists, with brief details, of Malay, Urdu , Persian, Turkish &
Arabic MSS.

1981. Liste des manuscrits a peintures du fonds turc de la Biblio­
theque Nationale de Paris . By A . BERTHIER & D. HALBOUT DU
TANNEY. Turcica 13, 1981, pp. 216-241 ; Ars Turcica: Tiakische
Kunst , Miinchen .. . 1979. Ed. K. Kreiser [u.a.] Munich: Editio
Maris, 1987 , pp. 431-44-3 .

1981-82. Communique : "Avec les manuscrits arabes" . Acquisi­
tions et dons recents a la Division orientale du Departement des
Manuscripts. By Y. SAUVAN. L 'Arabisant 18-19, 1981-82,
pp. 20-21.

1982. Bibliotheque Nationale. La medecine medieuale a travers les
manuscrits de la Bibliotheque Nationale. Paris. 100pp.

Exhibition catalogue , with descriptions of a number of Arabic,
Persian & Turkish MSS.

1982. Al-turath al-Sarabi fi 'l-Maktaba al-Wataniya bi-Baris. By
MUl;lAMMAD ZUHAYR AL-BABA. Majallat Machad al-Makhtiaat al­
CArabrya 26, 1982, pp. 645-663.

1982. Trois manuscrits de la bibliothique du savant damascain YiiSUF IBN

'ABDAL-HADI. ByG. VAJDA.}ournalAsiatique270, 1982, pp . 229­
256.

MSS Suppl. Turc. 983, 984, 986 in the Bibliotheque Nationale.
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1983. Catalogue des manuscrits arabes, Deuxierne partie: Manuscrits
musulmans. Tome I: Les manuscrits du Coran. 1. Aux origines de la cal­
ligraphie islamique. By F. DEROCHE. Paris: Bibliotheque Nationale.
169pp.

1983. Bibliotheque Nationale. Vers l 'Drient, Paris. 100pp.
Exhibition catalogue, incl . Turkish MSS .

1984. Le Fonds POLIER a la Bibliotheque Nationale . By G. COLAS
& F. RICHARD. Bulletin de l 'Ecole Francaise d'Extreme-Orient 73, 1984,
pp. 99-123 .

Persian , Sanskrit, Urdu & Arabic MSS.

1984. Commission Francaise du Guide des Sources de l'Histoire
des Nations. Sources de l'Histoire du Proche-Orient et de l'Afrique du Nord
dans les Archives et Bibliothsques francaises. II . Bibliotheque Nationale.
Munich: Saur (Conseil International des Archives: Guide des
Sources de l'Histoire des Nations, 3e serie, vol. 5, 2e partie). 480pp.

Incl. lists, with brief details of Arabic, Malay, Persian & Turkish
MSS.

1985. Catalogue des manuscrits arabes. Deuxierne partie : Manuscrits
musulmans. Tome I: Les manuscrits du Coran. 2. Du Maghreb al'In­
sulinde. By F. DEROCHE. Paris: Bibliotheque Nationale. 159pp.

1985. Catalogue des manuscrits arabes . Deuxierne partie : Manuscrits
musulmans. Tome III: Nos. 1121-1464. By G. VAJDA & Y. SAUVAN .
Tome IV: Index des Tomes II et III, nos . 590-1464. By Y. SAUVAN.
Paris : Bibliotheque Nationale . 327; 231pp.

1985. Inuentaire de la bibliotheque Umarienne de Segou. By N. GHALl,
S.M. MAHIBOU & L. BRENNER. Paris, C.N.R.S., 1985. [= Cata­
logue du Fonds ARCHINARD no. 5256, 5259-5750, 6101-6113 ,
6130 , 6135, 6136, 6249, 6637, 6638].

1985. Al-makhtiitat al-tibbiya al-Farabiya fi 'l-Maktaba al­
Wataniya bi-Baris. By MUI;IAMMAD ZUHAYR BABA. MaJallat Machad
al-Makh(ii(iit al-CArabrya 29, 1985, pp . 647 -700.
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1986. Bibliotheque Nationale. A la Cour du Grand Moghol. Paris ,
195pp.

Exhibition catalogue, incl. Persian MSS.

1986. Al-Makhtutat al-tarabiya fi Maktabat Baris al-Watanrya. By HADI
J:IASAN J:IAMMlJDI. Beirut: Dar al-Afaq al Jadlda. 275pp.

Translation of VAJDA'S catalogue.

1986. Les manuscrits persans d'origine indienne ala Bibliotheque
Nationale. By F. RICHARD. Revuedela Bibliotheque Nationale 19, 1986,
pp . 30-46 .

1987. Catalogue des manuscrits arabes. Index: nos. 6836 -7214. By Y.
SAUVAN, M .-G. BALTY-GUESDON & TAL TAMARI. Paris: Biblio­
the que Nationale, Departernent des Manuscrits. 67 + 73pp. [French
& Arabic. Arabic title: Fihris al-makhtiuii: al-CArabrya.]

1987. Splendeur et majeste: Corans de la Bibliotheque Nationale. Paris:
Institut du Monde Arabe & Bibliotheque Nationale. 82 + 16pp.
[French, with introd. also in Arabic. Arabic title: Jamal tua-jaldl:
masahif al-Maktaba al- Watanrya.]

1987. JALINUS: hayatuhu, rmr'allafatuhu, makhtiitatuhu al-tibbiya
al-cArablya fi 'l-Maktaba al-Wataniya bi-Baris . By MUl;IAMMAD
ZUHAYR AL-BABA. Majallat Maihad al-Makhtiudt al-CArabrya 31, 1987,
pp.211-240,

1989. Catalogue des manuscrits persons. I. Ancienfonds. By F. RICHARD.
Paris : Bibliotheque Nationale [No.1 a 388]. 435 pp.

Persian MSS Nos . 1-388.

1990. Kashshaf al-makhtiitat al-falsafiya al-CArablya bi-'l-Maktaba
al-Wataniya al-Faransiya. By SUcAD AL-W Al;IIDI. Dirasiu Sharqiya
5 -6, 1990, pp. 171-180 .

In addition to the foregoing catalogues, the following two periodicals
contain numerous reports and descriptions of Islamic MSS in the
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Bibliotheque Nationale:
Notices et Extraits des Manuscrits de la Bibliotheque du Roi/Imperiale/

Nationals, Paris, 1787 - .
Indexes can be found in vols. 15 (1870) & 30 (1893).

Bulletin de la Bibliotheque Nationale. Paris, 1976-81. Continued as
Revue de la Bibliothique Nationale. Paris 1981- . 4 p.a.
Incl. regular details of new accessions of MSS .

Unpublished catalogues:

Catalogue des manuscrits et imprimis arabes, turcs etpersons de la biblioteque
[sic] de Monseigneur leMARQUIS DE PAULMY, ministred'Etat, rMige par
M. CAR DONNE , secraaire-interprite du roy pour les langues orientalles et
professeur au College royal pour les langues arabe, turque et persanne. 1780.
[Followed by POIRIER'S list of new acquisitions since that date.] Ms .
Bib!. de I' Arsenal no . 5280 .

Covers holdings of the Bibliotheque de I'Arsenal, transferred to
the Bibliotheque Nationale in 1860.

Catalogue des manuscrits arabes 883 a1626 de I'ancien fonds et apartir du
no. 535, d'une partiedes manuscrits du supplement arabe de la Bibliotheque
Nationale. By H. DERENBOURG. 3 vols. 356; 374; 387ff. = MSS
Arabes 4502 - 4504.

Catalogue des manuscrits 1959 bis a2287 du supplement arabe de la Biblio­
thique Nationale. By H. DERENBOURG. 86ff. = MS. Arabe 4505.

Index systematique des manuscrits arabes. Typescript register referring to
descriptions of Arabic MSS in BwcHET's Catalogue of 1925 (see
above) . Available in the Oriental MSS reading room.

Catalogue des nouvelles acquisitions des manuscrits persons. Handwritten
catalogue of MSS Supp!. Persan 2049 - 2178. Available in the
Oriental MSS reading room.

Catalogue des manuscrits turcs des nouvelles acquisitions. Handwritten
catalogue of MSS 1420 - 1607.

Index systematique des manuscrits turcs. Typescript.

Inuentaire sommaire des Fonds divers orientaux. 69ff. Handwritten
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catalogue of African, Berber, Malagasy & other MSS.

Uncatalogued MSS:
Three Kurdish MSS are in the Supplement Persan (nos. 347 , 777

& 1178), as well as several (unnumbered) in the Fonds O'ASSELIN.

32 Pashto MSS: Suppl. Persan nos. 989-991,1056,1057,1205,
1220,1224-1227,1233-1247,1249,1270,1593,1616,1743,
1770.

Urdu MSS not in the 1967 catalogue of IFTIKHAR HUSAIN (see
above): Suppl. Persan nos. 127 (ff. 49-54), 407 (short passages),
454 (do.), 462 (do.), 782 (do.), 808 (do .), 1032 (do .), 1184 (do.), 2157
(do.).

Bibliotheque Sainte-Genevieve

10, pI. du Pantheon
75005 Paris
tel.: 43296100
Date of establishment: 1624
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1896. Cat. gen. 2: Bibliotheque Sainte-Genevieve, pp. 676-679,
nos. 3397, 3403, 3407.

Faculte de Medecine de Paris

Bibliotheque Interuniversitaire de Medecine

Universite de Paris
12, rue de l'Ecole de Medecine
75270 Paris
tel.: 40961960
Date of establishment: 1733
Status: University library
Conditions ofaccess: Open to medical doctors, students and authorised
persons.
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Opening hours : January-mid-August: 10.00-19.00 (Mon­
day- Friday); 13.00-18.00 (Saturday);
Second half of August: closed;
September: 13.00-19.00 (Monday-Friday);
October-December: 10.00-19.00 (Monday­
Friday) ; 13.00-18.00 (Saturday).

Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Description of collection: Major library on medicine and the history of
medicine, including a number of Islamic MSS.
Published catalogues:
1909. Cat. gen.: Paris I, p . 329, no . 607 (Arabic).

Institut C atholique de Paris

Bibliotheque
21, rue d'Assas
75006 Paris
tel.: 42224180
Date of establishment: 1875
Status: University & general theological library
Conditions ofaccess: Open to holders of permits or reader 's tickets (on
payment).

Opening hours: Summer: Monday-Friday, 09.00-18.00;
Other times : Monday - Wednesday, 09.00­

20.30;
Thursday-Friday, 09.00-18.00 ;
Saturday, 09.00-12.30.

Total number of Islamic MSS: 24 (18 Arabic; 6 Persian & Turkish) .
Published catalogues:
1911. [6 Persian & Turkish MSS] . By J.P. PERRIER . Bulletinde I 'In­
stitut Catholique de Paris, pp. 185- .

1926. La Bibliotheque del 'Institut Catholique deParis, 1. 3: Series speciales.
Paris, pp . 26-31.

Institut de France

Bibliotheque
23, quai de Conti
75006 Paris
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tel.: 43268540
Date of establishment: 1795
Status: Academic research library
Conditions of access: Open to Institute members and other approved
readers.
Published catalogues:
1928. Cat. gen.: Paris, Bibliotheque de l'Institut, Ancien et nouoeau fonds,
p. 274, nos. 1570-1571; pp. 294-296, nos. 1746-1765; p. 297,
no. 1769; p. 305, no. 1822; pp. 386-387, nos. 2327 -2374; p. 444 ,
no. 2729; p. 469, nos. 2972-2973; pp. 485-492, nos. 3371-3405;
p. 405,nos. 2405-2417;pp. 423-424, nos . 2602-2605;pp. 520­
521, no. 3786, 3 (Arabic); also p. 297, no. 1767; pp. 423-424,
nos. 2612-2615; pp. 386-387, nos. 2327-2374; p. 392 ,
no. XLVI; p. 316, no. 1934; p. 314, no . 1909; p. 284 , no . 1618
(Persian); and p. 59, no. 331, f. 57; p. 296, no. 1765; pp. 423-424,
nos. 2602-2605; p. 444, no. 2729; pp. 474 -485, nos . 3348-3370;
pp. 485-492, nos. 3371-3405; p. 492, no. 3407 (Turkish).

1958. Source material for the history of the western Sudan . By
H.F.Co SMITH.Journal of theHistorical Societyoj Nigeria 1 iii, 1958, pp.
238 - 248.

Describes some Arabic MSS among the papers of G . DE

GIRONCOURT.

1962. Cat. gen. 54, nos. 22, 29, 59, 147, 153, 158 (Arabic).

Institut de France (Bibliotheque Thiers)

27, pI. Saint-Georges
75009 Paris
tel .: 48781433
Date of establishment: 1906
Status: Academic research library
Conditions of access: Open to authorised readers .
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic) .
Published catalogues:
1928. Cat. gen.: Bibliotheques de l 'Institut, p. 329 , no . 609.
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Institut de France (Musee Conde)

see under CHANTILLY.

Institut de France (Musee Jacquemart-Andre)

293

158, bd Haussmann
75008 Paris
tel.: 42890491
Date of establishment: 1912
Status: Art museum
Conditions of access: By appointment only, on written application to
the Curator.

Opening hours : Monday-Friday, 13.30-17.30.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 5 (1 Arabic; 3 Persian; 1 Turkish).
Description of collection: Art collection of EDOUARD ANDRE (1833­
1894) & NELIEJACQUEMART (1841-1912), bequeathed to the Insti­
tute on the latter's death.
Published catalogues:
1928. Cat. gin. : Bibliotheques del'Instiuu, pp. 356-359, nos. 6, 7,14,
15, 16.

1979. Un chef-d'oeuvre de la peinture ottomane: La couronne des
chroniques au Musee Jacquemart-Andre. By D . HALBOUT DU
TANNEY. Revue du Louvre et des Musees de France 29, 1979, pp . 187 ­
198.

Institut National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales

Bibliotheque
4, rue de Lille
75007 Paris
tel . : 42603458
Status: Academic research library
Conditions of access: Open to students of the Institute and other
authorised persons.

Opening hours: Monday, 14.00-19.00;
Tuesday-Friday, 09 .00-19.00;
Saturday, 14.00-18.00 .
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Closed 15 - 31 August and during Christmas & Easter vacations.
Description of collection : Important collection of Oriental MSS, of
which no catalogues have yet been published.
Unpublished catalogues:

Catalogue by A. DANON. Revised & completed by J. VAN DER LEE,
G. VAJDA & ABDELGHANI AHMED BIOUD.

Handwritten; ca. 800 Arabic MSS .

Catalogue des manuscrits persons, By A. DANON .
Handwritten; 2 pp., with index.

Catalogue des manuscnts turcs de I 'Ecole des Langues Orientales Vivantes a
Paris. By A. DANON.

Handwritten; 170 Turkish MSS.

Institut de Recherche et d'Histoire des Textes

Filmotheque
40, avenue d Tena
75116 Paris
tel.: 47236104
Status: Academic research library
Description of collection : Microfilms of MSS in a number of libraries
in Europe and the Muslim world, collected by the late MARIJAN
MOLE. They are mainly by , or relating to , members of the Naqsh­
bandi and Kubrawi Sufi orders .
Published catalogues:
1978. Liste des manuscrits arabes et persans microfilmes (Fonds
Mole) de l'Institut de Recherche et d'Histoire des Textes. By
F. COSLOVI. Studia Iranica 7, 1978, pp. 117 - 155.

1985. Seconde liste de microfilms des manuscrits arabes et persans
du Fonds Mole . By F. COSLOVI. Studia Iranica 14, 1985, pp. 245­
253.

Musee des Arts Decoratifs

Palais du Louvre, Pavillon de Marsan
107, rue de Rivoli
75001 Paris
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tel.: 42603214
Status: Art museum
Conditions of access: Open to the public, 10.00-17.30. Closed Mon­
day morning & Sunday.
Published catalogues:
1989. TIMUR and the Princely Vision: Persian Art and Culture in the
Fifteenth Century. By T. LENTZ & G. LOWRY. Washington & Los
Angeles.

Exhibition catalogue. No. 34, p. 336: Persian MS.

Musee Guimet

Bibliotheque
6, place dIena
75116 Paris
tel.: 47236165
Date of establishment: 1889
Status: Museum library
Conditions of access: Open to the public .

Opening hours: Monday & Wednesday -Friday, 10.00 -17.00
(13.00-17.00 in August) ;
Saturday, 13.00-17.00 ;
Closed Tuesday & Sunday.

Description of collection: The Museum and its library special ise in
material from or relating to Central , South & East Asia. The collec­
tions include MSS formerly belonging to Orientalists, among them
some in Persian and Malay. No published catalogue.

Musee de l'Homme

Departement d 'Afrique Noire
Palais de C haillot
75116 Paris
tel.: 45537060/45539990
Status: Museum
Conditions of access: Open to the public.

Opening hours: Monday & Wednesday-Friday , 10.00-17 .00 .
Description of collection: Among these ethnographic collections are
some Arabic and Berber MSS . No published catalogue.
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Musee National des Arts Africains et Oceaniens (Musee du
Louvre)

Bibliotheque
293, avenue Daumesnil
75012 Paris
tel .: 43431454
Date of establishment: 1935
Status: Museum library
Conditions of access: Open to the public.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 10.00-17.30.
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 32 (ca. 30 Arabic; 2 Malagasy).
Description of collection: Previously entitled Musee de la France
d''Outre-Mer, this art and ethnographical museum includes in its
library an uncatalogued collection of sub-Saharan Islamic MSS.

Museum d 'Histoire Naturelle

Bibliotheque
38, rue Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire
75005 Paris
tel .: 40793627
Date of establishment: 1635
Status: Museum library
Conditions of access: Open to the public.

Opening hours : Tuesday-Friday, 14.00-17.30.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 6 (1 Arabic ; 3 Malagasy; 2 Persian) .
Description of collection: This scientific museum includes in its library
some relevant Islamic MSS, including two acquired by EDOUARD
BLANC in Bukhara in 1890.

Published catalogues:

1896. Sur deux manuscrits provenant de I' Asie Centrale. By
EDOUARD BLANC . Compte Rendu des Seances de la Societede Geographie et
de la Commission Centrale , 1896, pp . 186 -195.

Detailed account of two 16th-century Persian natural history
MSS.

1914. Cat. gen. : Paris II , pp. 95-96, nos. 472 , 473 (Persian) .
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1976. A propos du manuscrit arabe no. 1747 du laboratoire de
phanerogarnie du Museum d'Histoire Naturelle de Paris. By
H. LOUCEL. Arabica 23,1976, pp. 212-213 .

Uncatalogued MSS: 3 Malagasy MSS.

PERPIGNAN

Biblrotheque municipale

Hotel Pams
18, rue Emile Zola
66000 Perpignan
tel .: 68356630
Status: Public library
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 4 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1891. Cat. gen. 13, p. 85, no. 14-16; p . 128, no. 115, 1.

POITIERS

Bihliotheque municipale

43, pl. Charles de Gaulle
86000 Poitiers
tel.: 49411686
Date oj establishment: 1793
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 10 (7 Arabic; 2 Turkish; 1 Arabic!
Persian/Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1894. Cat. gen. 25, p. 1, nos. 1-5; p. 2, nos . 6-10.

Le-PUY-en-VELAY

Bibliotheque municipale

2, rue Saint-Pierre
43000 Le Puy-en-V elay
tel .: 71024610
Date of establishment: 1897
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Status : Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Persian).
Published catalogues:
1891. Cat. gen. 13, p . 348, no. 33.

QUIMPER

Bibliotheque municipale

pI. Tout-al-Laer
29107 Quimper
tel.: 98957782
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic) .
Published catalogues:
1893. Cat. gen. 22, p. 438, no . 30.

REIMS

Bibliotheque municipale

2, pI. Carnegie
51095 Reims
tel. : 26475233
Date of establishment: 1809
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1904. Cat. gen. 39, p. 276, no. 1070.

RENNES

Bibliotheque municipale

1, rue de La Borderie
35042 Rennes
tel.: 99630533
Date of establishment: 1803
Status : Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 15 (10 Arabic; 4 Persian; 1 Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1894. Cat. gen. 24, nos. 12, 13,63 - 65, 133,229 - 231,233 (Arabic);
278-280,495 (Persian) ; 232 (Turkish).
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ROANNE

Bibliotheque municipale

5, pl. Georges Clemenceau
42328 Roanne
tel.: 77727402
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Persian).
Published catalogues:
1904. Cat. gen. 43, p. 162, no. 32.

ROCHEFORT
Bibliotheque municipale

62, av . Charles de Gaulle
17300 Rochefort
tel.: 46992070
Date of establishment: 1809
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic) .
Published catalogues:
1894 . Cat. gen. 21, p . 239, no . 100.

RODEZ
Bibliotheque municipale

7, rue Camille Douls
12003 Rodez
tel.: 65425551
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Persian).
Published catalogues:
1888. Cat. gen. 9, p. 222, no . 8.

ROUEN
Bihliotheque municipale

3, rue Jacques Villon
76043 Rouen

299
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tel.: 35712882
Date of establishment: 1791
Status : Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 59 (36 Arabic; 2 Malagasy; 1 Malay;
7 Persian ; 10 Turkish ; 1 Arabic/Persian ; 2 Arabic/Turkish) .
Published catalogues:
1886. Cat. gin . 1, pp . 441-452, nos. 3, 7-9,12,15,17,18,20 ,
22-25,27,29-31,34,35-41 ,43 ,49,51,54,61-64,67,68-71 ,
74 (Arabic); p. 422 , no . 10; p. 447, no. 43; p. 331; nos. 1335 -1339
(Persian); 12, 14, 19,26,28,32,42,54,58,59,66 (Turkish) ; 57,
65 (Malagasy) .

1888. Cat. gin. 2, p. 165, no. 5463, f. 110 (Turkish); f. 122
(Persian) .

1904. Cat. gin. 43, p. 171, no . 11 (Malay) .

SAINT-GERMAIN-en-LAYE

Bibliotheque municipale

3, rue Henri IV
78103 Saint-Germain-en-Laye
tel.: 39739292
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (2 Arabic; 1 Persian).
Published catalogues:
1888. Cat. gin. 9, p. 201, no. 8; pp. 201-202, no. 9 (Arabic) ;
p. 210, no. 28 (42) (Persian).

SAINT-QUENTIN

Bibfiotheque municipale

9, rue des Canonniers
02100 Saint-Quentin
tel.: 23647244
Date of establishment: 1834
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic) .
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Published catalogues:
1885. Cat. gin . 3, p . 232, no. 39 .

SAUMUR

Bibliotheque municipale

pl. Verdun
49400 Saumur
tel.: 41510612
Status: Public library
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1893. Cat. gin. 20, p. 287, nos. 6-7 .

SOISSONS

Bibliotheque communale

1, rue Jean de Dormans
02200 Soissons
tel.: 23744572
Status : Public library
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic) .
Published catalogues:
1885. Cat. gin. 3, p. 72, no. 2.

STRASBOURG

Bibliotheque Nationale et Universitaire

301

5, rue du Marechal Joffre
67070 Strasbourg
tel .: 88360068
Date oj establishment: 1872
Status : Public & university library
Published catalogues:

For a conspectus of the cat alogues of the Arabic collection , see
review of KUSAYBI (1985 below) by M.J .L. YOUNG, British Societyfor
M iddle Eastern Studies Bulletin 15, 1988, p. 130.
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1877. Katalog der Kaiserlichen Uniuersitdts- und Landesbibliothek in
Strassburg: Arabische Litteratur. By S. LANDAUER. Strasbourg. 1l0pp.

1881. Katalog der hebrdischen , arabischen, persischen und tiirkischen Hand­
schriften der Kaiserlichen Unioersitdts- und Landesbibliothek zu Strassburg.
By S. LANDAUER. Strasbourg: Triibner. 175pp.

Theil 1. Orientalische Handschriften. [Arabic, Persian &
Turkish].

1886. Die arabische Handschriften SPITTA'S. By T. NOLDEKE. Zeit­
schrift der Deutschen Morgenldndischen Gesellschaft 40, 1886, pp. 305­
314.

1897. Uber zwei arabische Codices sinaitici der Strassburger
Universitats- und Landesbibliothek. By J. OESTRUP. Zeitschrift der
Deutschen Morgenldndischen Gesellschaft 51 (1897), pp. 453-471.

1923. Cat. gen. 47, pp . 730-771, nos. 4148-4361 (212 Arabic
MSS, incl. the collections of SPITTA, HUBER, ZOTENBERG & REIN­
HARDT) ; pp. 805-815, nos. 4688-4720 (Persian); 4725-4745
(Turkish).

1964. Catalogue critique des manuscrits persons de la Bibliotheque Nationale
et Uniuersitaire deStrasbourg. By ASCAR HOGHOUGHI. Strasbourg (Pub­
lications de la Bibliotheque Nationale et Universitaire de Stras­
bourg, II; Iranica, 1).

1985. Fihris al-makhtutat al-Sarabiya fi Maktabat Strasbiirgh al­
Wataniya wa -'I-JamiCiya. By NAZIH KUSAYBI. Kuwait : Maihad al­
Makhtirtat al-"Arabiya. 195pp.

French cover-title : Catalogue critique des manuscrits arabes dela Biblio­
thique Nationals et Universitaire de Strasbourg.

1987. Sur quatre manuscrits persans de la Bibliotheque Nationale
et Universitaire de Strasbourg. By M.L. BOURGEOIS. Studia Iranica
16,1987 , pp . 237-255.

Unpublished catalogues:
1959. Exposition de pieces et oeuvres du Fonds arabe de la Bibliothique
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Na tionale et Uniuersitaire deStrasbourg, organisee Ii I 'occasion du colloque sur
l 'Islam, tenu du 11 au 13 j uin 1959.

T ypescr ipt exhibit ion catalogue.

TOULOUSE

Bihliotheque municipale

1, rue de Perigord
31070 Toulouse
tel.: 61222178
Date of establishment: 1772
Status : Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic).
Published catalogues:
1904. Cat. gen. 43, p. 372 , no . 898 ; p. 373, no . 889 .

TOURNUS

Bibliotheque municipale

Cours du Cloitre
71700 Tournus
tel .: 85510641
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic M SS: 10 (3 Arabic; 1 Malay; 2 Turkish;
3 Urdu ; 1 Arabic/Persian).
Published catalogues:
1887. Cat. gen. 6, p. 385, nos. 19, 20, 21 (Arabic); p . 387 , no. 32
(Arabic/Persian); p. 385 , no . 18; p. 456 (Turkish) ; nos . 25,26,28
(Urdu); p. 385, no . 29 (Malay).

TOURS

Bibliotheque municipale

2 bis , quai d'Orleans
37042 Tours
tel.: 47054733
Date of establishment : 1791
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic M SS : 5 (4 Arabic; 1 Persian) .
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Published catalogues:
1905. Cat. gin. 37,p. 611, no. 823 ; p. 626, no. 857; p. 447, nos. 554,
555 (Arabic) ; p. 968, no . 1470 (Persian).

VALENCIENNES

Bibfiotheque municipale

2-6, rue Ferrand
59300 Valenciennes
tel .: 27461928
Date of establishment: late 16th century
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 7 (4 Arabic; 1 Persian; 1 Turkish;
1 Persian/Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1894. Cat. gin . 25, nos. 218, 1038, 1041, 1045 (Arabic); p. 489, no.
833 (Persian); p. 359, no. 388 (Turkish); no. 389 (Persian/Turkish).

VENDOME

Bibliotheque municipale

41, rue Poterie
41100 Vendome
tel.: 54772533
Date of establishment: 1803
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (1 Arabic; 1 Persian/Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1885. Cat. gin . 3, p. 468, no. 252 (Arabic); p. 490, no. 565 (Persianl
Turkish).

VERSAILLES

Bibliotheque municipale

5, rue de lTndependance americaine
78000 Versailles
tel.: 39500950
Date of establishment: 1803
Status: Public library



FRANCE-VERSAILLES 305

Total numberof Islamic MSS: 82 (28 Arabic; 24- Persian; 26 Turkish;
1 Urdu; 3 Persian/Turkish).
Published catalogues:
1888. Cat. gen. 9, pp. 326-329, nos. 857-884 (Arabic); pp. 332­
335, no. 911-938 (Persian & Persian/Turkish); pp . 330-332,
nos. 885-911 ; 935 , 936 (Turkish & Persian/Turkish); p. 335,
no. 938 (Urdu).

VESOUL

Bibljotheque municipale

17, rue de I' Aigle Noir
70000 Vesoul
tel.: 84764700
Date of establishment: 1771
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 5 (2 Arabic; 1 Persian; 2 Turkish) .
Published catalogues:
1887. Cat. gen. 6, p . 455, no . 199; p. 456, no. 200 (Arabic); nos.
201, 202 (Turkish).

1904. Cat. gen. 43 , p . 756 , no. 242 (Persian) .

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

'Abd ar-Rahrnan, 'Abd al-jabbar. Dalil al-mariiji' al-Sarabiya uia-'l­
murarraba. GuidetoArabicreference books: an annotated bibliography of books
in Arabic, and books in Western languages dealing with the Arabs. Basra,
1970 .

Afshar, Iraj. Kitdbshindsi-i fihristhii-yi nuskhahihd-yi khaui-i fdrsi dar
kitiibkhiinah)hii-yi dunyd , Tehran: University of Tehran. 1958.

Lists 222 catalogues published in 17 countries ; catalogues of
French collections are on pp. 47 -48.

French title: Bibliographie des catalogues des manuscrits persons.

'Awwad, Kiirkis , Faharis al-makhtiudt al-Sarabiyafi 'l-'iilam. Kuwait :
Ma'ihad al-Makhtutat al-'Arabiya. 1984. 2 vols.

Lists catalogues and publications about Arabic manuscripts all
over the world . France: vol. 2, pp. 117-147 .
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Babinger, Franz. Die Geschichtsschreiber der Osmanen und ihre Werke.
Leipzig: Harrassowitz. 1927.

Bacque-Gramrnont , Jean-Louis. Les sources de l'histoire ottomane
en France: bilan et perspectives, Studi preottomani e ottomani: atti del
Conuegno di Napoli, 1974. Naples: Istituto Universitario Orientale,
1976, pp . 31-47.

Behn, W.H. Index Islamicus 1665 -1905: a bibliography of articles on
Islamicsubjects in periodicals and other collective publications. Millersville:
Adryok, 1989.

Besterman, Theodore . A world bibliography oj Oriental bibliographies ,
revised by J.D. Pearson. Oxford & Totowa. 1975.

Birnbaum, Eleazar. Turkish manuscripts: cataloguing since 1960
and manuscripts still uncatalogued . Part 4: Hungary, Czecho­
slovakia, Poland, Great Britain, Ireland, the Netherlands, Belgium,
France, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, Finland, United
States, Canada. Journal of the American Oriental Society 104, 1984,
pp.303-314.

Brockelmann, Carl. Geschichte derArabischen Iitteratur, Leiden: Brill,
1937 -1949, 5 vols ., incl. Supplement.

Brockelmann, Carl. Tdrikh al-adab al-Satabi. Tr. cAbd al-Halim al­
Najjar and others. Cairo: Dar al-Ma'arif, 1961-1962. 2nd ed .
1974 - 77, 6 vols. Al-fahiiris [Indexes] by Durriya al-Khatib, Aleppo
1984 - .

Cahen, C. Introduction a l'histoire du monde musulman medieval,
VIIe-XVe siecle. Paris: A. Maisonneuve. 1982.

Elwell-Sutton, L.P. (ed.). Bibliographical guide to Iran: theMiddle East
Library Committee Guide. Brighton . 1983.

III . Manuscripts, libraries and archives, pp. 20 - 39.

Farmer, H.G . The sources oj Arabian music. An annotated bibliography oj
Arabicmanuscripts whichdealwith thetheory, practice, andhistory ojArabian
musicJrom the eighth to the seventeenth century. Leiden: Brill. 1965.

A bibliography of known works on music with locations of known
copies.

Grandidier, G. Bibliographie deMadagascar, t. III. Tananarive, 1957.
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Huisman, A.J. W. Les manuscrits arabes dans le monde: unebibliographie
des catalogues. Leiden: Brill. 1967.

France, pp. 20 - 27.

Kut, A. Turgut. Turkce yazma eserler kataloglarr repertuvari . Turk
Dili Arastirmalan Yzllzgz : Belleten, 1972 (1973), pp. 183-240.

Fransa, pp . 200-203 , nos . 67-102 .

Mikhailova, LB. and Khalidov, A.B. BibliograJiya arabskikh rukopisei.
Moscow: Nauka. 1982. 302pp.

Bibliography of catalogues and surveys of Arabic MSS. Frant­
siya/France, pp. 297-315, nos . 1362-1523.

Mille et un livres sur le monde arabe: catalogue d'ouvrages de recherche et
documentation Mitis en France. (Paris:) Maison des Sciences de
I'Homme. 1984.

Pearson,] .D . Arabic manuscripts: general. ArabIslamic bibliography:
theMiddle East Library Committee Guide. Edited by Diana Grimwood­
Jones, Derek Hopwood, J.D. Pearson ... Hassocks: Harvester
Press. 1977, pp . 160-163 .

Pearson,] .D. Oriental manuscripts in EuropeandNorth America: a survey.
Zug: Inter Documentation Company. 1971. (Bibliotheca Asia­
tica, 7).

Reference work listing known collections and catalogues pub­
lished and unpublished. France: pp. 203 -227 (Arabic; Persian ;
Turkish); 357-360 (Modern Indic languages); 402-405 (South­
East Asian languages).

Pearson,] .D. & others. Index Islamicus 1906 -1955: a catalogue ojarti­
cles on Islamic subjects in periodicals and other collective publications. Cam­
bridge, 1958. Supplement 1956 -1960 , Cambridge, 1962. Second sup­
plement 1961 -1965, Cambridge, 1967 . Third supplement 1966 -1970,
London, 1972. Fourth supplement 1971-1975, London, 1977.

Pearson, ].D. & Bchn, W. Index Islamicus 1976-1980. Part 1:
Articles; part 2: Monographs. London, 1983 .

Pezzali, Amalia. Bibliotheques orientales, Congres des Orientalistes
29, 1973: Section Bibliotheques, pp. 40-49.

Roman, S. The development oj Islamic library collections in Western Europe
and North America. London: Mansell. 1990.

France, pp. 70 - 106.
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Roper, G.J . IndexIslamicus 1981 -1985: a bibliography of books and arti­
cles on the Muslim world. London. 1991. 2 vols.

Roper, G.J. The Quarterly Index Islamicus: current books, articles and
papers on Islamic subjects 10, 1987 - 15, 1991.

Sauvaget, J . Introduction a l 'histoire de l 'Orient musulman. Elements de
bibliographie. Edition refondue et cornpletee par Cl. Cahen. Paris:
A. Maisonneuve . 1961 (Initiation a l'Islam , I) .

Sezgin, Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums . Leiden: Brill.
1967 -1984 . 9 vols.

Simon, Jean. Repertoire des bibliotheques publiques et pnves
d'Europe contenant des manuscrits arabes chretiens. Orientalia NS
7, 1938, pp. 239-264.

A list of published catalogues of collections of Christian Arabic
MSS, arranged by town .

Storey, C .A . Persian Literature: a bio-bibliographical survey. London &
Leiden, 1927 -.

Lists catalogues consulted in vols . 1 & 2.

Storey, C .A . & Bregel" , Yu. Persidskaya literatura : biobibliograficheskii
obzor. Moscow. 1972. 3 vols.

Tsvetkova, B.A. Izvori za istoriyata na B"lgariya pod tursko
vladichestvo v arkhivokhranilishtata i bibliotekite na Frantsiya i
Angliya. Istoricheski Pregled 19, 1963, pp. 126-135 .

Vajda, Georges and Durantet, Madeleine. Repertoire des catalogues et
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TBILISI

Georgian State Art Museum

1 Ketskhoveli street
Tbilisi
Description of collection: Rooms 6 & 7 are devoted to Iranian art, in­
cluding miniatures and MS. bindings, according to
1981. Tbilisi. By G. KHUTSISHVILI. Moscow 1981.

Georgian Art Museum, pp. 40-44: Iranian art , p. 41.
Published catalogues:
1979. Miizah-)i Hunari-i Gurjistdn dar shahr-i Tifiis, By Muhammad
Taqi DANISH-PAZHlJH. Nuskhalrhii-yi Khatri, 8 , 1358 , pp. 167 -168.

Institute of Oriental Studies

3 Tsereteli street
380062 Tbilisi
Tel.: 233114­
Published catalogues:
1979 . Bunyad-i Khavar-shinasi-i Farhangistan -i T ims:
nuskhahha-yi Farsi. By Muhammad Taqi DANISH-PAZH UH .
Nuskhalrhii-yi Kha{{i, 8 , 1358 , pp . 169-269.

Kekelidze Institute of Manuscripts, Georgian Academy of
Sciences

5 Rukhadze street
380 093 Tbilisi
Tel.: 363914-
Date of establishment: 1958
Total numberof Islamic MSS: ca. 2500 (14-59 Arabic; 752 Persian ; 246
Turkish/Turkic , incl. som e Chaghatay) .
Description of collection: The collection consists of three parts:
Qajar("K" ); LocaI("L") , com prised ofMSS gathered in Georgia;
and Central Asian(" AC " ).

The subj ects covered are Qur'anic studies , f iqh, Hadith, Kaldm,
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Sufism, philosophy, logic, grammar, rhetoric, stylistics, geography,
history, hagiography, biography, literature (poetry and prose),
metrics , poetics, folklore, lexicology, ethics, astronomy, astrology ,
mathematics and warfare.

There are also several hundred Islamic documents, including 320
Arabic ones from Daghistan.

For further information, see:

1970. Kollektsii Instituta Rukopisef AN Gruzinskoi SSR. By A.S.
TVERITINOVA. Narody Azii i Ajriki , 1970 v , pp. 236-237 .

1979. Bunyad-i Nuskhah/ha-yi Khatti-i Farhangistan-i Gurjistan
dar shahr-i Tiflis, By Muhammad Taqi DANISH-PAZHllH .
Nuskhahihd-yi Khatri, 8, 1358, pp. 149 -154.

1981. Opisanie i izuchenie vostochnykh pis'mennykh pamyatnikov
v Institute Rukopisei an GSSR. By Ts.A. ABULADZE. Arkheogra­
ficheskii Ezhegodnik, 1981 (1982) , pp . 89-94.

Published catalogues:

1969. Katalog arabskikh , tyurkskikh i persidskikh rukopisel Instituta
Rukopiseiim. K S. Kekelidze (Kollektsiya K) . Catalogue oj the Arabic, Tur­
kish and Persian manuscripts in the Kekelidze Institute of the Manuscripts,
Georgian Academy oj Sciences (the K Collection). By Ts.A. ABuLADzE,
R.V. GVARAMIYA, M.G. MAMATSASHVILI. Tbilisi. 201pp.

Descriptions, in Georgian, of 34 Arabic, 192 Persian & 37 Tur­
kish/Turkic (Chaghatay) MSS from the "Qajar" Collection.
Indexes of titles, authors & languages.

1977. Katalog persidskikh rukopisei Instituta Rukopisei im. K S. Kekelidze
(Kollektsiya AS) . Catalogue ojthe Persian manuscripts in the Kekelidze Insti­
tute oj the Manuscripts , Georgian Academy oj Sciences (the AC Collection) .
By M.G . MAMATSASHVILI. Tbilisi. 194pp.

Descriptions, in Georgian, of 315 Persian MSS from the "Cen­
tral Asian" Collection. Indexes of authors and subjects.

1978. Katalog arabskikh rukopisei Instituta Rukopisei im. KS. Kekelidze
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(Kollektsiya L, vyp. 1). Catalogue of the Arabic manuscripts in the Kekeiidze
Instituteof the Manuscripts, Georgian Academy of Sciences (the L Collection,
part1). By R .V . GVARAMIYA, L.I. MAMULIYA & N.G. KANCHAVELI.
Tbilisi. 299pp.

Descriptions, in Georgian, of269 Arabic MSS from the " Local"
Collection. Indexes of authors & titles; concordance of catalogue
and shelf nos .

1979. Nuskhah/ha-yi cArabi"-i Gurjistan az riry-i fihrist-i Gurji az
1 ta 34. By Muhammad Taql DANISH-PAZHlJH . Nuskhah)ha-yi khaui,
8, 1358, pp . 155-166.

Unpublished catalogues: All MSS are registered in handwritten
inventory-books, according to the part of collection to which they
belong. Card catalogues (languages and titles of MSS) have been
compiled for each part of the collection.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

CAwwad, Kiirkis. Fahiiris al-makhtiitd: al-Sarabiyafi 'l-calam. Kuwait:
Ma'had al-Makhtiitat al-cArablya. 1984. 2 vols.

Tiflls, vol. 1, p . 111, no . 367.

Birnbaum, Eleazar. Turkish manuscripts: cataloguing since 1960
and manuscripts still uncatalogued . Part 3: USSR, Iran ,
Afghanistan, Arab Lands (except Palestine), Israel and Palestine,
India and Pakistan , China .Journal of the American OrientalSociety, 103,
1983, pp . 691-707 .

Tbilisi (Tiflis) pp. 694 - 695 .

Dalil fahiiris al-makhtiuatfi 'l-Majma: al-Maliki li-Buhiuh al-Haddra al­
Isldmiya . 2nd ed . Amman: Al-Majma' al-Maliki, Mu/assasat Al al­
Bayt, 1986.

Tiflls, p. 162, no . 546.

Khalidov, A.B. Arabskie rukopisi v SSSR i ikh izuchenie.
Arkheograficheskii Ezhegodnik, 1977 (1978), pp. 62 - 78.

Tbilisi , p. 73.

Lebedev , V. V. Opisanie blizhnevostochnykh i sredneaziatskykh
rukopisel v SSSR. (Listes des manuscrits en l'Union Sovietique
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provenant du Proche Orient et de I 'Asie Centrale.) Izvestiya na
Narodnata Biblioteka «Kiril i Metodi'i " , 16/22, 1981, pp. 693 -700.

TbiIisi , p. 698 .

Mikhallova, I.B . and Khalidov, A.B . Bibliografiya arabskikh rukopisei,
Moscow: Nauka. 1982. 302pp.

Bibliography of catalogues and surveys of Arabic MSS. Tbilisi,
pp. 251-252 , nos . 1139-1141.

Pearson, J.D. Oriental manuscripts in Europe andNorthAmerica: a survey.
Zug: Inter Documentation Company, 1971 (Bibliotheca Asiatica,
7.) 515pp.

This is a reference work listing known collections and catalogues,
published and unpublished. Tiflis, pp. 302-303 .

Sezgin, Fuat, Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Band VI. Leiden :
Brill, 1978.

Bibliotheken und Sammlungen arabischer Handschriften, pp.
311 - 466 : Tiflis , p. 461.
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INTRODUCTION

Since 1958 a grand project has been financed by the central funding
organization Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) the goal of
which is the complete assessment, and reliable description through
specialized catalogues, of all oriental manuscripts in German
libraries, private and public (the Verzeichnis der Orientalischen Hand­
schriften in Deutschland = VOHD) . Much work has been done with
great dedication and painstaking thoroughness. Dr. FEISTEL is
responsible for the project since Dr. VOIGT and Dr. GEORGE, his two
predecessors, died, and grateful acknowledgement is made to the
patient work of the scholars associated with this manuscript project.
Although it has been possible to gather much additional information
over recent months, especially since the re-unification of Germany
made travelling easier, it must be admitted, as Dr. FEISTEL says, that
the exact number of Islamic manuscripts, and their precise classifi­
cation according to language groups, cannot yet be established with
definite certainty. As Dr. VOIGT, the initiator of the VOHD project ,
discovered, the proportion of clearly identified and catalogued
Islamic manuscripts is small in relation to those still uncounted and
unidentified (within a few years the numbers located by Dr. VOIGT
grew from 14,000 to 40,000) . Moreover, the continuing influx of
manuscripts into the collections of Germany will cause any survey
to be of short and preliminary value only .

Many more German libraries than listed below reported having
Islamic manuscripts in their possession (often, for instance, one or
more copies of the Qur)an). Ifsuch manuscripts could not be identi­
fied as historically significant copies, the libraries have not been spe­
cially mentioned in this survey.

UNION CATALOGUES

1949 - 1956. Katalog der arabischen alchemistischen Handschriften
Deutschlands. By A. SIGGEL. Bd 1. Handschriften der iffentlichen Bib­
liothek (friiher Staatsbibliothek Berlin), Berlin , 1949, 144pp ; Bd 2. Hand­
schriften der ehemals Herzoglichen Bibliothek zu Gotha, 1950, 118pp; Bd
3. Handschriften der iiffentlichen Bibliothek zu Dresden, Gottingen, Leipzig
und Miinchen; 1956, 60pp.
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1957/58. Katalogisierung der orientalischen Handschriften in
Deutschland. By WOLFGANG VOIGT. In: Westdeutsche Bibliothek,
Marburg . Jahresbericht 1957/58; pp. 1-12. Marburg: Westdeutsche
Bibliothek. A description of the project, which envisaged some 12
volumes to be completed up to 1963.

1961-. Verzeichnis der Orientalischen Handschriften in Deutschland. ( =
VOHD). By WOLFGANG VOIGT (founder and general editor); then
DIETER GEORGE; now: HARTMUT-ORTWIN FEISTEL . Wiesbaden:
Franz Steiner Verlag. Planned union catalogue of oriental MSS
appearing in volumes. All early volumes concern Berlin collections.

1965. The sources of Arabian music. An annotated bibliography of Arabic
manuscripts which deal with the theory, practice, and history ofArabian music
from the eighth to the seventeenth century. By HENRY GEORGE FARMER.
Leiden: Brill . 71 pp.

A bibliography of known works on music with locations of known
copies, including those in German collections.

1966. Fortschritte der Katalogisierung der orientalischen Handschriften in
Deutschland. Marburger Kolloquium 1965. By WOLFGANG VOIGT. Wies­
baden: Franz Steiner. A report on the progress of VOHD. Instead
of the original 12- 14 volumes planned, the project has widened to
80 volumes; for, the 14,000 MSS reported originally as uncata­
logued have increased to some 40,000 MSS.

1973. Urdu-Handschriften. By S. MUJAHID HUSAIN ZAIDI. Wies­
baden: Franz Steiner Verlag (= VOHD XXV, Reihe B). In En­
glish. Some 3 MSS are Christian. This catalogue tried to cover all
Urdu MSS in Germany, i.e ., 54 MSS from Staatsbibliothek Berlin,
8 MSS from Universitatsbibliothek Heidelberg, 5 MSS from Staats­
bibliothek Miinchen , 2 MSS from Universitatsbibliothek Koln, and
1 MS. from Landesbibliothek Stuttgart. In fact 1 Urdu MS. in
U niversitatsbibliothek Rostock has been overlooked.

70 MSS (65 individual, 5 collective MSS; i.e., 83 works al­
together).
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1979. The theory ofmusic in Arabicwriting (ca. 900 -1900): descriptive
catalogue of manuscripts in libraries of Europe and the USA. By
AMNON SHILOAH. Munich: G. Henle Verlag. 512pp.

A bibliography of known works (341 texts) with locations of
known MSS (1240 MSS) including holdings in Berlin, Gotha,
Hamburg, Leipzig, Munich & Tiibingen.

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

ANDECHS

Bibliothek des Benediktinerstifts St. Bonifaz

Dateojestablishment: 1851: The Arabic MSS were acquired from the
Franciscan scholar REHM.
Status: private; but after previous written request the MSS can be
examined in Andechs.
Total number oj Islamic MSS: Of the 150 MSS all are Christian.
Languages oj Islamic MSS: (Arabic, see above).
Physical condition: excellent ; beautifully located in a quiet monastic
library outside ofMunich.-The whole library has a card catalogue.
Fields covered: Christian theology and history.
Particular characteristics: The Arabic MSS belonged to the private
library of a former abbot (Haneberg, 1854-1872) who was a
specialist of oriental studies and as such professor at the university
of Munich .
Unpublished catalogues: Katalog (Staff of the library).

Handwritten identification lists for the use of the reader at the
library.

BAMBERG

Staatsbibliothek Bamberg

Date oj establishment: 1611 (as modern institution : 1803)
Status: Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 7 (4 Arabic; 3 Turkish).
Description oj collection : The physical condition of the MSS is very
good; kept in a big collection of other MSS, and thus practically
overlooked or lost. But they are mentioned in the general catalogue .
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The subjects covered are: Qur'an, Tafsir, Fiqh, Kaldm, history,
Adab, lexicography, astronomy, medicine. Only 2 MSS seem im­
portant : The " H istory of Egypt" by MAQRIZI, dated 1482 CE
(no. 16,1), and a collection of Turkish treatises (no. 20).
Published catalogues:
1887 -1912. Katalog der Handschriften der koniglichen Bibliothek zu
Bamberg. By FRIEDRICH LEITSCHUH & HANS FISCHER. Bamberg:
C.C. Buchner Verlag, Rudolf Koch. 3 vols. Revised repro of4 fascs.
of vol. 1, Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1966. Brief identification of
authors, titles, contents, dates, languages; but the descriptions are
much too brief. Indexes . Islamic MSS are described in Vol. 1,
part 2 (1895) p. 140, no . 16 (MAQRIZI); and pp. 505-510,
nos . 16-21.

The Katalog derHandschriften der Staatsbibliothek Bamberg. Vol. 4, P. 1:
Enoerbungen seit 1921 . By FRIDOLIN DRESSLER. (Wiesbaden, 1966)
does not include any Islamic MSS. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.

BERLIN

Deutsche Staatsbibliothek

Date ofestablishment: 1659, founded as "Churfiirstliche Bibliothek".
Divided as a result of World War II; the Staatsbibliothek formerly
in East Berlin recently combined with the Staatsbibliothek Preuss­
ischer Kulturbesitz (formerly in West-Berlin), as before.
Status: Public; the MSS can be consulted in a special section.
Total number of IslamicMSS: ca. 11,730 (ca. 7200 Arabic; ca. 40 Kur­
dish; ca. 40 Malay; ca. 900 Persian; ca. 1500 Turkish; 54 Urdu).
Description of collection: W . AHLWARDT, in 1887, counted 6450
volumes of Arabic MSS in 13 different collections. But since then
a number of additional collections have been acquired; and they are
still growing fast through gifts and purchases. Thus, no exact num­
bers can be given; perhaps some 9700 Islamic MSS are now in Ber­
lin (a mere estimate because the later acquisitions often have not
been identified as yet; thus, they may be ascribed to other cultures
eventually) . An exact count of the number ofMSS in one particular
collection, and a comparison with another, is impossible also (espe­
cially in a big library like the Staatsbibliothek of Berlin) because the
numerous au thors often have not distinguished between" work" , or
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"treatise", and "manuscript" (which often contains several trea­
tises). The MSS are in held in exemplary conditions , in a special,
well guarded section of the library.

All fields of Islamic studies are covered .
The MSS come from all periods of Islamic history (obviously with

the exception of the first three); but the great majority is not very
old (the more recent acquisitions especially often appear to be hardly
more than occasional commercial products). A few, however, are
quite old and rare. In the re-united Berlin the former Staats­
bibliothek Preussischer Kulturbesitz in the western part of the city
has recently been entrusted also with the MSS formerly kept in East
Berlin.

1920. Die orientalische Abteilung der Preussischen Staatsbiblio­
thek. By GOTTHOLD WElL. In: Zentralblatt Jiir Bibliotheksioesen ; 37 ,
1920, pp. 57 -66.

Contains most useful information on the historical growth of the
collections of oriental MSS in the Staatbibliothek Berlin .

1961. Deutsche Staatsbibliothek 1661 -1961. Vol. 1: Geschichte und
Gegenwart. Die Handschriften-abteilung: Von der Griindung der kurfiirst­
lichen Bibliothek bis zum Beginn des19. Jahrhunderts . By HANS LULFI NG .
Leipzig: Deutsche Staatsbibliothek. In Ge rman.-Some details of
the historical development of the old library, with special reference
to the forced partition . Thus we learn that the old handwritten cata­
logues, which alone can guarantee a comprehensive view of the total
collection of MSS , stayed behind in Berlin.

1969. Der Plan fur die Einrichtung der Orientalischen Abt eilung
in der Deutschen Staatsbibliothek und ihre heutigen Funktionen.
Zum 50jahrigen Bestehen der Abteilung. By K . SCHUBARTH­
ENGELSCHALL. Zentralblatt fiir Bibliothekstoesen 83,1969, pp . 129-135.

1978. Die Erschliessung der Bestande der Asien-Afrika-Abteilung
der Deutschen Staatsbibliothek, Berlin. By E.-M . FREYTAG &
H. KELLER . Zentralblatt fiir Bibliothekswesen 92, 1978, pp. 276-279.
Information about the development of the collection .



322 GERMANY-BERLIN

1978. Staatsbibliothek Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Kostbare Handschriften
und Drucke. Wiesbaden: Reichert. 205pp .

Includes Islamic Manuscripts.

1980. Erwerbung von Handschriften zum islamischen Recht
an der Staatsbibliothek Preussischer Kulturbesitz (Berlin). By
K. SCHWARZ. Arbeitsgemeinschajt fiir Juristisches Bibliotheks- und Doku­
mentationswesen: Mitteilungen 10, 1980, pp. 122-123.

1982. Turkische Handschriften in der Staatsbibliothek. By
K. SCHWARZ. Staatsbibliothek Preussischer Kulturbesitz: Mitteilungen 14,
1982, pp. 148-153.

1983. Die Sammlung nirkischer Handschriften in der Staatsbibl­
iothek Preussischer Kulturbesitz (Berlin/West) . By K. SCHWARZ.
Acta Orientalia (Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae) 37, 1983 , pp. 111­
120.

1983. Turkish manuscripts: cataloguing since 1960 and
manuscripts still uncatalogued. Part 1: The Berlin catalogue. By
E. BIRNBAUM. Journal oj the American Oriental Society 103, 1983, pp.
413 -420.

1983. 25Jahre Katalogisierung der orientalischen Handschriften in
Deutschland (1957 -1982). By D. GEORGE. Staatsbibliothek Preussische
Kulturbesitz : Mitteilungen 15, 1983, pp. 156- 165.

1986. Orientabteilung. By H.O. FEISTEL. Preussischer Kulturbesitz.
25 Jahre in Berlin: Sammeln-Forschen-Bilden. Aus der Arbeit der
Stiftung Preussischer Kulturbesitz 1961 -1986. Berlin: Mann, 0ahr­
buch Preussischer Kulturbesitz , Sonderband 3) pp . 207 - 210 .

Published catalogues:
1871. Verzeichniss arabischer Handschriften der kbniglichen Bibliothek zu
Berlin ausden Gebieten der Poesie, schimen Litteratur, Litteraturgeschichte und
Biographik. By WILHELM AHLWARDT. Greifswald: Bamberg. In Ger­
man. Very brief descriptions of pieces of Arabic literature , poetry ,
etc. This seems to have been a preparatory work for his later
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complete catalogue. Indexes. Covers Nos. 1-1237.

323

1885. Kurzes Verzeichniss der Landberg'schen Sammlung arabischer Hand­
schriften. By WILHELM AHLWARDT. Berlin: Schade. Brief description
of one of the special collections apparently done in preparation for
the great catalogue; 1052 MSS.

1887. Kurzes Verzeichniss der Glaser 'schen Sammlung arabischer Hand­
schriften. By WILHELM AHLWARDT. Berlin: Unger. This collection
was greeted with special enthusiasm by the experts because it con­
tained mainly Yemeni MSS, while the other Arabic MSS nearly al­
ways reflected Syrian or Egyptian culture only; 264 MSS.

1887 - 1899. Verzeichnis der arabischen Handschriften der Kimiglichen
Bibliothek zu Berlin. Vols. 1 -10 (= Die Handschriften- Verzeichnisse der
Kiiniglichen Bibliothek Berlin; Vols. 7-9; 16-22). By WILHELM
AHLWARDT. Berlin: Asher & Co ; rpr. Hildesheim, 1980-81. 10
vols . in German . This catalogue is regarded as a model MSS cata­
logue (" . . . nothing more than what is necessary for the description,
and nothing less. ' ' ) . Authors, copyists, dates of writing and copy­
ing, titles , languages, styles of writing are carefully identified; short
extracts are given to distinguish clearly between similar works ;
cross-references to other MSS or treatises are presented; indexes.

10,366 entries (but often 1 entry for several MSS).

1888. Verzeichnis der persischen Handschriften derKbniglichen Bibliothekzu
Berlin . (= Handschriften der Kimiglichen Bibliothek; vol. 4) . By WIL­
HELM PERTSCH . Berlin: Asher & Co. 1098 MSS (but nos. 1096­
1098 are Christian MSS) .

1889 . Verzeichnis der tiirkischen Handschriften der Kiiniglichen Bibliothek zu
Berlin. (= Handschriften der Koniglichen Bibliothek; vol. 6). By WIL­
HELM PERTSCH . Berlin: Asher & Co. 514 MSS (but nos . 511-514
are MSS with Christian contents).

1906. Die arabischen Handschriften der Sammlung HAUPT . By MARTIN
HARTMANN . Halle/Saale. Sale catalogue of a collection of MSS
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owned by the librarian RUDOLF HAUPT; it was later acquired by the
Staatsbibliothek.

1908. Die arabischen Handschriften derSammlung MARTIN HARTMANN .
By MARTIN HARTMANN. Halle/Saale . Sale catalogue of a collection
ofMSS which was acquired in 1912; 130 MSS (MSS 112-129 are
Christian MSS).

1912. Catalogue des manuscrits pricieux et liores tares arabes composant la
bibliotheque de M. ROGHAID DAHDAH. By M. BITAR. Paris. This
catalogue is still useful because such ambitious compilers of new
catalogues as G. SCHOELER (see below) did not faithfully follow the
order of acquisition (as E. WAGNER still did), but instead selected
those MSS from the total of the Berlin collection which they con­
sidered important enough for their ingenuity; "less important"
MSS may thus be overlooked in future . Only brief notes. 300 MSS.

1921. Arabische und persische Handschriften aus dem Besitz des oerstorbenen
Reisenden Dr. BURGHARDT. Leipzig. [Cf. R. STROTHMANN. Orient­
alistische Literaturzeitung; 25, 1922, pp . 360 - 363 .]. Sale catalogue of
a collection of MSS acquired in 1921. 32 Arabic MSS; 7 Persian
MSS.

1927. Catalogue des manuscrits orientaux de la collection defeu M. CLEM­
ENT HUART. By CLEMENT HUART. Paris: private. Typewritten
descriptive catalogue prepared for the sale of the private library of
CL. H UART in 1927, hence oflittle value for the researcher. Some
of these MSS were acquired by Berlin. 62 Arabic MSS; 54 Persian
MSS; 88 Turkish MSS.

1949. See SIGGEL'S catalogue of Arabic MSS on alchemy, listed
under Union Catalogues above.

1964. Saray-Alben. Diez'sche Klebebiinde aus den Berliner Sammlungen.
Beschreibung und Stilkritische Anmerkungen. By MAZHAR SEVKET
Ipsiroci.u. Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner Verlag (= VOHD Vol. VIII).
This collection of albums (Diez A fol. 70 - 73) is certainly most
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important for the history of Islamic art. They are quite disparate,
from qu ite differ en t historical per iods ; so they are not only concisely
described , but also brought in to their natural context. 23 magnifi­
cent colour plates and 44 black and white phototype reproductions
are included.

1968. Persische Handschriften, T eil. 1. By WILHELM HEINZ. Ed .:
WILHELM EILERS. Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner Verlag (= VOHD
XIV, P. 1). For the Persian MSS also the model of Ahlwardt's
Verzeichnis has been followed ; 400 MSS.

1968. T iirkische Handschriften. T eil. 1. By BARBARA FLEMMING . Wies­
baden : Franz Steiner Verlag (= VOHD XIII, P. 1). The model of
W. Ahlwardt 's Verzeichnis , as in all VOHD-catalogues , is strictly fol­
lowed. Excellent ind exes.

At that time the MSS for security rea sons were still kept in
Tiibingen and M arburg ; referen ces are , therefore, to the respective
collections. No w re-united in Berlin, the numbering is still applica­
ble. 453 MSS .

1968. T iakische Handschriften. T eil 2. By MANFRED GOTZ. Wies­
baden: Franz Steiner Verlag (= VOH D XIII , P. 2) , same format
as P. 1; 648 MSS.

1970. Kurdische Handschrift en. By KAMAL FUAD . Wiesbaden: Franz
Steiner Verlag (= VOHD XXX, Reihe B). To prepare the ground
for this highly specialized subject , the catalogue begins with a con­
cise introduction into Kurdish philology and literature . Then follow
the systematic descriptions of the 92 works, almost all of them
divans. Most were written in the Arabic-Persian , only about 5 in
Syriac script. The oldest MS . is dated as early as 1121 H.l1709-10,
and the newest 1906. In the meantime, some additional Kurdish
MSS have been found in Germany (e .g. two in Halle) . 92 MSS +
Suppl. A1 -A5 (Persian MSS of special int erest for Kurdish
literature).

1971. Illuminierte islamische Handschrift en.
STC HOUKINE, BARBARA FLEMMING , PAUL

T eil 1.
LUFT

By IVAN
& HANNA
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SOHRWEIDE. Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner Verlag (= VOHD XVI,
P. 1). These MSS are already fully described in other catalogues;
here only identifications and descriptions for the history of art are
given . 111 MSS.

1974. Tiirkische Handschriften und einige in den Handschriften enthaltene
persische und arabische Werke. Teil 3. By HANNA SOHRWEIDE. Wies­
baden: Franz Steiner Verlag (= VOHD XIII , P. 3) (as above in
P . 1).355 MSS.

1976. Arabische Handschriften, Teil 1. By EWALD WAGNER. Wies­
baden : Franz Steiner Verlag (= VOHD XVII, Reihe B, P . 1). The
descriptions closely follow the model ofW. AHLWARDT'S Verzeichnis.
Also in the selection of the MSS described he simply follows the
chronological order of acquisitions after AHLWARDT. Nevertheless,
some copies are dated as early as the 13th century; others are valua­
ble for other reasons. Very good indexes. 533 works described.

1976 - 1987. Arabische Handschriften. Materialien zur arabischen Liter­
aturgeschichte. By R. SELLHEIM. Part 1: Wiesbaden : Franz Steiner
Verlag 1976; Part 2: Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag 1987 (=
VOHD XVII, Reihe A, P. 1 and 2). Very elaborate descriptions of
some selected MSS, or rather detailed studies on some MSS as ex­
amples for Islamic intellectual history; hence going far beyond the
usual catalogues. Especially lengthy indexes (Part 2, pp. 127 -418)
contain very rich information. Part 1: 100 MSS; Part 2: MSS nos.
101-130.

1979. Tiirkische Handschnften, Teil 4. By MANFRED GOTZ. Wies­
baden: Franz Steiner Verlag (= VOHD XIII, P . 4). (all details as
above in P. 1); 558 MSS (corresponding to 360 individual or collect­
ive codices , now all in the Staatsbibliothek Berlin).

1980. Persische Handschriften und einige in den Handschriften enthaltene
arabische und tiirkische Werke . Teil 2. By SOHEILA DIVSHALI & PAUL
LUFT. Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner Verlag (= VOHD XIV, P. 2) (de­
tails as above in P. 1). 100 MSS.
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1981. Arabische Handschriften der ' Bibliotheca orientalis Sprengeriana' in
derStaatsbibliothek PreussischerKulturbesitz, Berlin-Historische und quan­
titative Untersuchungen an der Sammlung des Islamhistorikers SPRENGER

(1813 -1893): Die Abteilungen Geschichte, Geographie und Hadil. By
HARS KURIO. Freiburg: Schwarz (Islamkundliche Materialen, 7).

1981. Arabische Handschriften aus dem Neubestand-Spiegel is­
lamischer Religion und Kultur. By HARS KURIO, Staatsbibliothek
Preussischer Kulturb esitz. Mitteilungen 13,2, pp. 46-52. A selective
report on some of the new acquisitions by a staff member of the
Staatsbibliothek Berlin.

1981. Tiirkische Handschriften . Teil 5. By HANNA SOHRWElDE. Wies­
baden: Franz Steiner Verlag (= VOHD XIII, P. 5) (all details as
above in P. 1); 309 MSS (corresponding to 165 codices).

1982. Tiirkische Handschriften in der Staatsbibliothek Preussischer
Kulturbesitz. By K . SCHWARZ. Turcica 14, 1982, pp. 257 - 267.

1984. Neue tiirkische Handschriften in der Staatsbibliothek Preus­
sische Kulturbesitz Berlin (West) . By K . SCHWARZ. Journal of Turkish
Studies 8, 1984, pp. 273 - 285 .

1987. Materialen zur arabischen Literaturgeschichte. Tcil 2. By RUDOLF
SELLHEIM. Stuttgart: Steiner (Ve rzeichnis der orientalischen Hand­
schriften in Deutschland ; 17, Reihe A, ii) HOpp.

1989 . Katalog der Malaiischen Handschriften der koniglichen Bibliothek in
Berlin. Reproduction of the Manuscript (Leiden Cod. or. 8015). Edited &
introduced by C . SNOUCK HURGRONJE & E.U. KRATZ. Stuttgart :
Franz Steiner Verlag (= VOHD Suppl. Vol. 29) . Introduction in
English , text in German (handwritten). 70 MSS ; almost all the MSS
described are quite significant for Islamic studies : Kaliim; Fiqh;
Hadith ; Sufism; literature; chronology (calendars); magic; esp. the
text on law .
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1990. Arabische Handschriften. Teil II . By G . SCHOELER. (With the
cooperation of H .-C. GRAF VON BOTHMER; T. DUNCKER GOKC;EN;
H. JENNI). Stuttgart : Franz Steiner Verlag (= VOHD XIII, Reihe
B, P . 2) in German. Details as in Ahlwardt. 331 treatises in 104 in­
dividual or collective MSS acquired by the Staatsbibliothek Berlin
in the first half of the 20th century. The authors have explicitly
chosen the MSS considered most important-which makes this P. 2
especially attractive, but breaks the high tradition of cataloguing.

Catalogues in preparation:
Arabische Handschriften. Teil III . By ROSEMARIE QUIRING-ZOCHE.
Wiesbaden : Franz Steiner Verlag (in press). This part 3 will cover
especially the manuscript collection acquired from O . RESCHER in
the thirties .

Arabische Handschriften. Teil IV. By TILMAN SEIDENSTICKER. With
this part 4 it is hoped that also the Arabic MSS in other German
libraries than the Staatsbibliothek Berlin will enter the catalogues of
the VOHD, in this case mainly those of Gottingen.

Tiirk ische Handschriften. Teil 6. By K. SCHWARZ (in preparation) .

Tiirkische Handschriften. T eil 7. By HANNA SOHRWEIDE & BARBARA
FLEMMING (in preparation) .

Tiirkische Handschriften. Teil 8. Osmanische Urkunden und Defter. By
H.G. MAJER (in preparation).

Illuminierte islamische Handschriften. Teil 2. By H .C. VON BOTHMER (in
preparation) .

Persische Handschriften. Teil 3. By MANFRED GOTZ (in preparation).

Persische Handschriften. Teil 4. By MANFRED GOTZ (in preparation).

Unpublished catalogues: Catalogues and lists of acquisitions are availa­
ble, but the acquisitions of the last decades are only partially includ­
ed. The library, however, has handwritten records of acquisition ,
mostly on cards; but often a correct identification of the MSS is not
possible on that basis. The MSS originally belonged to some 13
different collections; their descriptive catalogues still serve as bibl­
iographical guides until the definitive catalogues are completed.
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Since 1958 this library in Berlin has been the centre of a special
project for the publication of complete and reliable catalogues of all
the oriental MSS in Germany. But it will be quite some time before
even the Islamic MSS in Berlin are completely described in full cata­
logues.

The hand-written catalogues formerly held in East Berlin have
recently been transferred to the building in former West Berlin,
where all the MSS are together.

BONN

Universitlitsbibl'iothek Bonn

Date of establishment: perhaps only in 1799, when J .P . BERG died
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 40 (33 Arabic; 1 Persian; 6 Turkish).
Descriptionof collection: The MSS are in good physical condition. The
collection of Islamic MSS apparently was spared the damage in­
flicted on the others. They are Qur'ans, tafsir, fiqh , Hadith, poetry,
mathematics, astrology, all late copies, apparently mainly works
used by J.P. BERG for his oriental studies.
Published catalogue:
1864 - 1876. Catalogus librorum manuscriptorum orientalium in Biblio­
theca Academica Bonnensi seruatorum . By JOHANNES GILDEMEISTER.
Bonn: Georgi. In Latin . This "catalogue" is really only an inven­
tory; its identification of authors , titles, contents is quite unreliable .
Hardly any specifications concerning dates , languages, scripts, etc .
are given . 40 MSS (approx. 9 are Christian) on pp . 1-98.

BREMEN

Uberseemuseum

Date of establishment: 1902
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 6 (Arabic) .
Description of collection: The MSS are Qur'ans, in excellent condition.
Also there are two valuable , but undated, wooden boards from
West-Africa (Cameroon) .
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Staatsarchiv Biickeburg

Date of establishment: 1647 (?); 1961
Status: Semi-public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 13 (9 Arabic; 4 Urdu) .
Description ofcollection: The MSS are in good condition. They cover
Qur)an , tafsir, Hadith, Kaldm, grammar, Sufism; and astronomy.
The earliest Arabic MS . is dated 1047 H ./1637. The only catalogue,
Codices latini antiquiores: Supplement, edited by E.A. Lows, Oxford,
1971 (in Latin), gives some information on this Staatsarchiv on p. 4,
but the Islamic MSS are not mentioned. No catalogue is available
for the Islamic MSS.

COBURG

Landesbibliothek Coburg

Date ofestablishment: 1547 as private library of the duke; 1820 public
library; 1920 "Landesbibliothek Coburg"
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 15 (9 Arabic; 2 Persian; 4 Turkish).
Description of collection: The condition of the MSS is very good . But
the Islamic MSS are so few in number that they are almost lost
among 600 MSS from other cultures. They are Qur)an,jiqh , gram­
mar, lexicography, poetry, and Sufism. The collection has received
little attention because it has always been overshadowed by the great
library of neighbouring Gotha. Moreover, they are rather late (18th
century and later). See:
1981. Handschriftenerwerbungen in der Landesbibliothek Coburg
als einer wissenschaftlichen Regionalbibliothek. By J URGEN ERD­
MANN. Bibliotheksforum Bayern 9, 1981, pp . 101 - 113. More a theoret­
ical discussion than a description of MSS.

Published catalogues:
1854. Die muhammedanischen Handschriften der Herzoglichen
Bibliothek zu Coburg. By B. DORN. Bulletin de I 'Academic Imperiale des
Sciences, St Petersboutg. Classe Historico-Philologique 11, 1854, col. 139­
142; 155 -158; also in Melanges Asiatiques 1856, 2, pp. 186 -194. In
German; 11 MSS.
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1962. Die Handschriften der Landesbibliothek Coburg. By ILONA H UBAY.
Coburg: Coburger Landesstiftung. Very detailed descriptions by an
experienced cataloguer.

COLOGNE

Universitats- und Stadtbibliothek Koln

Daterifestablishment: 1602 (the MSS, however, were acquired mostly
in 1824, through the legacy of Prof. F.F. WALLRAF)
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 60 (32 Arabic; 24 Persian; 2 Turkish;
2 Urdu) .
Description of collection: The MSS are in good condition. They are
Qur)ans, and works onfiqh, Hadith, history and grammar. Most of
the MSS are quite late copies, or perhaps only transcripts for the use
of researchers and students.
Published catalogues:
1976 -. Mitteilungen aus dem Stadtarchiv von Kiiln. Sonderreihe: Die
Handschriften des Archivs. Edited by HUGO STEHKAMPER. Cologne/
Vienna: Bohlau Verlag. Vol. 1- . A very careful catalogue accord­
ing to modern standards . Four volumes have been published up to
1990. No Islamic MSS have been included so far; they have been
set aside for the VOHD-project.

The 2 Urdu MSS are described in ZAIDI 'S union catalogue, 1973.
Unpublished catalogues: A card catalogue is available in the library .

DARMSTADT

Hessische Landes- und Hochschulbibliothek (formerly Gross­
herzogliche Hofbibliothek)

Date of establishment: 1817 (as a public library)
Status: Public
Total number of IslamicMSS: 56 (32 Arabic; 15 Persian; 9 Turkish).
Description of collection: The condition of the MSS is good. Since the
library possesses some 3500 MSS from other cultures as well, the
Islamic MSS are in very good company.
Fields covered are Qur)an, fiqh, Hadith, history, Sufism; Adab
and poetry. The MSS seem to be chance acquisitions through
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generous gifts, also rather late in date . See:
1871. Neue Beitriige zur ndheren Kenntnis der Grossherzoglichen Hofbibl­
iothek in Darmstadt . By PH. A.F. WALTHER. Darmstadt: Joh. Philipp
Diehl. These studies are useful for the historical development of the
library. No Islamic MSS are specially described.

No Islamic MSS have been included yet in Die Handschriften derHess­
ischen Landes- und Hochschulbibliothek Darmstadt. Darmstadt: 1959;
Wiesbaden: 1979-. Vols . 1-4 (to date).

Unpublished catalogues: The Islamic MSS figure in the inventory lists
of the library, but await special description by the experts of the
VOHD project.

DESSAU

Landesbibliothek
(formerly: Furst-Georgs-Bibliothek now united with Stadtbib­
liothek)

Dateof establishment: 1553 (as private library ofFiirst Georg III); 1570
part of the "Fiirstliches Gesamtarchiv"; 1820 foundation of the
"Herzogliche Bibliothek"; 1969 Landesbibliothek and Stadtbib­
liothek one.
Status: Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 4 (3 Arabic; 1 Turkish).
Description oj collection: The condition of the MSS is good. --The few
Islamic MSS are heavily outnumbered by the many others in Latin
and German. They are Qur)ans (2 copies), and works on Sufism
and chronology, but are of no special historical significance. See:

1986. Die lateinischen Handschriften der Stadtbibliothek Dessau. Bestands­
verzeichnis ausdemZentralinventar mittelalterlicher Handschriften [ = ZIH].
By JUTTA FLIEGE. Berlin: Deutsche Staatsbibliothek, 1986. No
Islamic MSS described; but useful for the history of the library.

DONAUESCHINGEN

Fiirstlich-Fiirstenbergische H ofbibliothek

Date of establishment: 1723 (in this location; formerly private library)
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Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 7 (5 Arabic; 1 Persian; 1 Turkish).
Description of collection: The MSS are in excellent condition as usual
in such "castle-libraries". They include Qur)ans (3 MSS), fiqh ,
Hadith, and poetry. The few Islamic MSS are regarded as museum
pieces among the many others. But they are rather late copies .
Published catalogues:
1865. Die Handschriften der Fiirstlich-Fiirstenbergischen Hofbibliothek zu
Donaueschingen , By K.A. BARACK. Tiibingen : Kaupp & Siebeck. The
Islamic MSS were described by Prof. WElL of Heidelberg, but
rather concisely. Thus only authors, titles , contents, languages, and
dates are identified . 7 Islamic MSS (on pp. 3 -7).

DRESDEN

Sachsische Landesbibliothek

Date of establishment: 1556
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 471 (118 Arabic; 81 Persian; 272
Turkish).
Description ofcollection: The condition of the MSS is good . The library
apparently suffered much damage in World War II, but not the
MSS. Only the old catalogue is available. It may now become easier
to gain access and obtain microfilms. The MSS cover Qur)an , tafsir,
fiqh, Hadith, history, Sufism, literature , poetry . There are a number
of important sources on Islamic history in the collection , which cer­
tainly deserves more attention than it ha s received in the past . See:
1976. Fuhrer durclt die Handschriften-Sammlung der Siichsischen Landes­
bibliothek z u Dresden. By HELMUT DECKERT. Dresden: Eigenverlag
der Sachsischen Landesbibliothek. Of the 950 oriental MSS some
120 are Islamic (Cf. pp. 28-29: a short survey).

Published catalogues:
1831. Catalogus codicum manuscriptorum orientalium Bibliothecae Regiae
Dresdensis. By HENRICUS ORTHOBIUS FLEISCHER. Leipzig: Fr. Chr.
Guil. Vogel. In Latin. In transliteration , identifications of authors ,
copyists, titles, contents, dates; but the descriptions are too brief and
dated to be of value today; 118 MSS.
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1956. The MSS on alchemy are included in SIGGEL'S catalogue,
Bd 3. (see Union Catalogues above).

Unpublished catalogues: The old catalogue is available.

ERLANGEN

Universitatsbibliothek Erlangen

Date oj establishment: 1743
Status: Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 54 (33 Arabic; 2 Persian; 19 Turkish) .
Description ojcollection: The condition of the MSS is good. Clearly the
library already had an old collection of Islamic MSS (with some
valuable works among them) to which the later ones (usually less
valuable copies from ABEL and other professors , it seems) were ad­
ded . The fields covered are Qur-an , Jiqh, tafsir, grammar, poetry,
Sufism, medicine; the most valuable MSS are parts of Razl"s Hiuoi.
The MSS are quite late; the oldest apparently only dates back to the
11th century H.

Published catalogues:
1829. Diplomatische Beschreibung der Manuscripts , welche sich in der
kOniglichen Uniuersitdts-Bibliothek zu Erlangen befinden, nebst der Geschichte
dieser Bibliothek . ByJOHANN CONRAD IRMISCHER . Erlangen: J.J . Palm
& Ernst Enke . The historical part is still useful, but the short descrip­
tions of the MSS have been superseded by the later catalogue. Here,
however, the Islamic MSS have been distinguished according to the
language used . Nos. 20-34 Arabic MSS; 35-36 Persian MSS;
37- 55 Turkish and mixed MSS.

1852. Handschriften-Katalog der koniglichen Unioersitdts-Bibliothek Er­
langen . By JOHANN CONRAD IRMISCHER. Frankfurt a.M.lErlangen:
Heyder & Zimmer. Very brief identifications of authors, titles , con­
tents ; dates are usually not given. The language of each MS. is
stated, but the MSS are not arranged accordingly. Hence, this work
cannot claim to be a catalogue; 38 Islamic MSS (= pp . 7 -14, nos.
30-77).

1913. Diej iingeren Handschriften der Erlanger Unioersitdts-Bibliothek, By
ELIAS VON STEINMEYER. Erlangen: K .B. Hof- und Universitats-
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Buchdruckerei von]unge & Sohn (the same descriptions as above);
16 Arabic MSS (= nos . 87b, 2022, 2025 , 2029, 2059, 2125-2130,
2138 - 2144).

FRANKFURT am MAIN

Stadt- und Universitatsbibliothek Frankfurt

Date of establishment: 1668
Status: Public
Total numberofIslamic MSS: 34 (24 Arabic; 8 Persian; 2 Turkish).
Description of collection: The MSS are in very good condition. The
Islamic MSS are far too few in number in this great library to attract
much attention, but they receive good care. Fields covered are :
Qur)an, grammar, Kaldm, Adab,jiqh , theology (also Christian). The
MSS are quite late and not especially important for Islamic studies.
See:
1968 -. Kataloge der Stadt- und Universitiitsbibliothek Frankfurt a.M.
Edited by CLEMENS KOTTELWESCH. Frankfurt a .M. : Vittorio
Klostermann. Four volumes have been published so far , but no
Islamic MSS are included; they have been left aside for the experts
of the VOHD-project.

FRANKFURT an der ODER

Bibliothek des Koniglichen Friedrichs-Gymnasiums

Date of establishment: 1758 (through a legacy of Prof. N . WESTER­
MANN).
Status: Public
Total numberof Islamic MSS: 5 (Arabic) .
Description of collection: No reliable information could be obtained
about this library. Probably it was transferred to the Stadtische
Biichereien when they were established in 1906 as a union library.
But confirmation was sought in vain whether the Islamic MSS still
exist, and where they are. The Islamic MSS (among 22 others) were
apparently rather late, and used as teaching materials onl y.
Published catalogues:
18'77. Die alten Drucke und Handschriften der Bibliothek des kiiniglichen
Friedrichs-Gymnasiums. By R . SCHWARZE. Frankfurt a .d .Oder:
Konigliches Friedrich Gymnasium (Beilage zum Program 1877 ,4).
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5 MSS (= nos. 3 - 7); 30 pages in all (the history of the library on
pp. 3 -10).

FREIBURG im BREISGAU

Urriversitatsbibliothek Freiburg

Date of establishment: 1457 (together with the university?-But its
transfer to the former Jesuit college documented for 1783).
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 16 (Arabic) .
Description of collection: The MSS are in good condition. They are
about Qur)fm,jiqh, history, and Adab. They seem to be chance ac­
quisitions; they are rather late and unimportant. The Islamic MSS
have not yet been included in the Katalog der Unioersitdtsbibliothek
Freiburg im Breisgau. Edited by WOLFGANG KEHR. Wiesbaden:
1974- .

FULDA

Landesbibliothek Fulda

Date of establishment: 1776 (opened 1778)
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 8 (7 Arabic; 1 Turkish).
Description ofcollection : The MSS are in good condition, but too few
and unimportant to attract much attention. They are on Qur)an &
theological subjects, rather late, and not reall y valuable.
Unpublished catalogues :
Catalogi Publicae Fuldensis Bibliothecae, T. I: Manuscripta (1850 - 1951).
By AMANDa KEITZ, in Latin . Brief identifications only; not pub­
lished, manuscript in the library.

GIESSEN

Universitatsbibfiothek Giessen

Date of establishment: 1612
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 12 (11 Arabic; 1 Persian) .
Description ofcollection: The MSS are in good condition, kept with the
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many others in Latin and German. They cover Qur'an, grammar,
lexicography, fiqh, and poetry. They are rather late and not valu­
able; apparently they only served as an introduction to the study of
Arabic.
Published catalogues:
1840. Catalogus codicum manuscriptorum Bibliothecae Academicae Gissen­
sis. By JOHANN VALENTINO ADRIAN . Frankfurt a.M.: Joann. Dav.
Sauerlaender. In Latin. The individual MSS are only very briefly
identified (author, title, contents) , but not really described . Nos .
36-38 (mostly grammar); 107 (a Divan); 597 -598 (History);
893 - 898 (Qur'ans) .

GOTTINGEN

Niedersachsische Staats- und Urriversitats-Bibl'iothek
Gottingen

Date of establishment: 1737
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 320 (235 Arabic; 39 Persian; 48
Turkish).
Description of collection: The condition of the MSS is very good.
Although the cataloguing of the Islamic MSS has been less than
satisfactory in the past, the library pays much attention to their care
(probably also because Islamic studies are well established at the
university). But it is hoped that a good catalogue of the Arabic MSS,
prepared by such a specialist as T . Seidensticker, will appear soon .
Subjects covered are Qur'an, tafsir, Kaliim,Jiqh; history (especially
abundant because of Prof. WOSTENFELD'S publications), Sufism ,
medicine and grammar. Some of the MSS are as old as the 13th cen­
tury; the majority are of the 17th century or later.

Published catalogues:
1893 - 1894. Die Handschriften in Gottingen. (= Verzeichniss der Hand­
schriften im Preussischen Staate; I, 1-3). Edited by WILHELM MEYER.
Berlin: Bath. 3 vols. Very brief descriptions containing only the
most necessary information; dates. See Orientalische Handschriften
on pp. 22-42; 145-151; 205-223; 314-383 .

1956 . The Arabic MSS on alchemy are described in SIGGEL'S cata­
logue, Bd 3 (see Union Catalogues above) .
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1968. Die Handschnften der Niedersachsischen Staats- und Uniuersitdts­
bibliothek Gottingen. Neuzugange 1894/1966. By IRMGARD FISCHER.
Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz. The title is somewhat deceptive as
far as the Islamic MSS are concerned.

Unpublished catalogues: There are some 180 Arabic MSS in the library
which are only recorded on cards.

Uncatalogued MSS: Possibly some 60 MSS have not been described.

GOTHA

Herzogliche Bibliothek zu Gotha (lately Forschungsbibliothek)

Date of establishment: 1647 (the library); but the main collection of
Islamic MSS was acquired by UJ. SEETZEN in the Near East be­
tween 1802 and 1811.
Status: Public
Total number ofIslamic MSS: 3,317 (2891 Arabic; 1 Malay; 1 Kurdish ;
131 Persian; 292 Turkish; 1 Urdu) .
Description ofcollection: The condition of the MSS is good. The library
has always enjoyed the reputation of being one of the best MSS
libraries in Germany. Therefore it has been well guarded and cared
for. Recently collaboration with the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek in
Munich has started with the aim of better restoration of damaged
MSS. The catalogues are very good, perhaps the best ones available
in Germany for any MSS collection. All fields of Islamic studies are
represented ; the collection is especially rich in literature and history .
The collection was obviously acquired by a true bibliophile because
it contains a considerable number of richly decorated works. See :
1988. Forschungsbibliothek Gotha: Bucher aus zwolj Jahrhunderten. By
HELMUT ROOB et al. Gotha: Forschungsbibliothek Gotha (3rd, re­
vised edition). A useful guide, especially for the historical develop­
ment of the library.

Published catalogues:

1810. Verzeichniss derfur die onentalische Sammlung in Gotha angekauften
Manuscripte. By U.J . SEETZEN. Leipzig . A brief inventory of the
numerous MSS acquired by a specialist in Syria, Palestine and
Egypt.
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1859. Die Persischen Handschriften der Herzoglichen Bibliothek zu Gotha.
( = Die orientalischen Handschriften der Herzoglichen Bibliothek zu Gotha,
1. Theil). By WILHELM PERTSCH . Vienna: Kaiserlich Konigliche
Hof- und Staatsdruckerei. With this volume begins the series of im­
pressive catalogues by W. Pertsch . All the details necessary for a
secure identification of the MSS are given quite concisely, short ex­
tracts are reproduced and the dates are carefully established. Cross­
references to other known works are offered , and good indexes make
research easy; 87 MSS.

1864. Die Tiakischen Handschriften der Herzoglichen Bibliothek zu Gotha.
( = Die orientalischen Handschriften der Herzoglichen Bibliothek zu Gotha,
2. Theil). By WILHELM PERTSCH. Vienna: Kaiserlich Konigliche
Hof- und Staatsdruckerei. As above; 276 MSS.

1878 -1892. Die arabischen Handschriften der H erzoglichen Bibliothek zu
Gotha. ( = Die orientalischen Handschriften der Herzoglichen Bibliothek zu
Gotha, 3. Theil) . By WILHELM PERTSCH . Gotha: Friedr. Andr.
Perthes; rpr. Frankfurt a.Main: Institut fur Geschichte der
Arabisch- Islamischen Wissenschaften, 1987 (Veroffentlichungen
des I.f.G.d.A-I.W., Band 3), 5 vols . Very professional; indexes;
2,891 MSS (nos . 2845-2891 are Christian).

1893. Die orientalischen Handschriften der herzoglichen Bibliothek zu Gotha
mit Ausnahme der persischen, tiirkischen und arabischen. (= Die orient­
alischen Handschriften der herzoglichen Biblioth ek zu Gotha, Anhang) . By
WILHELM PERTSCH . Gotha: Friedr. Andr. Perthes . This volume
covers oriental MSS in other languages than Arabic , Persian , and
Turkish, which for this reason were not included in the preceding
catalogues ; they are neatly organized in language groups; 5 MSS
(= no . 37 Urdu; no. 52 Coptic-Arabic ; no . 53 Kurdish; no . 55
Malay; nos . 78-81 Syriac-Arabic).

1950. Katalog der arabischen alchemistischen Han dschriften Deutschlands.
Bd 2. Handschriften der ehemals herzoglichen Bibliothek zu Gotha. By
ALFRED SIGGEL. Berlin: Deutsche Akademie der Wissenschaften zu
Berlin. A specialized description of the numerous MSS dealing with
alchemy. 62 Arabic MSS . See Union Catalogues above.

1972. Nusakh khattiya nadira min al-Qur-an al-karirn fi maktabat
Ghiita wa-fi ghayriha min rnaktabat al-Salarn. By 'ABO ALLAH AL­
FAYA\? Risiilat al-Isldm, 5 v-vi , 1972, pp. 208-212 .
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Universitatsbibliothek Greifswald

Date of establishment: University 1456; Library 1604
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 29 (21 Arabic; 8 Persian).
Description of collection : The condition of the MSS is rather poor. The
university was badly damaged in World War II. The Islamic MSS
apparently belonged to the legacy ofI.G.L. KOSEGARTEN, a profess­
or at the university (till 1860 or 1882), and were kept together in a
special section . They are Qur)an , fiqh, history, grammar, Adab,
mainly late copies, even of those in other European libraries , and of
little value. [W. Ahlwardt was professor of oriental languages here
before taking here up his great work in Berlin]. See :
1990. Kolloquium " Bibliothekarisches Erbe und Wissenschafts­
geschichte" an der Universitatsbibliothek Greifswald. By PAUL
HADLER. Zentralblau fiir Bibliothekstoesen; 104,3 , 1990, p . 118.

Published catalogues:
1875. Die Handschrift-Verzeichnisse. By KARL AUGUST FRIEDRICH
PERTZ. Die Manuscripta Germanica. Zeitschrift fiir deutsche Philologie; 6,
1875, pp. 104-119. Cf.: Magazinfiir die Literatur des Auslandes 44,
1875, pp . 317ff. ; 45, 1876 , pp. 376ff. 5 volumes.

Copies of the handwritten catalogues of K .A .F . PERTZ.

Unpublishedcatalogues: Handwritten lists are available in the library .

HALLE

Bibliothek der Deutschen Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft

Date of establishment: 1845
Status: Semi-public
Total number of IslamicMSS: ca . 300 (140 Arabic; 2 Kurdish; 80 Per­
sian; 75 Turkish).
Description of collection: Because of war damage the collection has
suffered somewhat. Ideological reasons cut off this library from most
members of the Deutsche Morgenlandische Gesellschaft for the last
45 years, but the collections were kept more or less intact. The MSS
are on Adab and history (for the most part), J:Iadith,jiqh, grammar,
Sufism. A good number of the MSS came to the library through
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legacies of former professors and researchers; no new materials,
therefore, are to be found there.

Published catalogues:

1881. Katalog der Bibliothek der Deutschen Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft.
II. A. Handschriften, Inschriften, Miinzen, Verschiedenes, Edited by A.
MULLER. Leipzig. This is not much more than a preliminary inven­
tory of the library superseded by the Verzeichnis of H . WEHR.

1940. Verzeichnis der arabischen Handschriften in der Bibliothek der
Deutschen Morgenldndischen Gesellschaft, By HANS WEHR. Leipzig.
61pp . (Abhandlungen fur die Kunde des Morgenlandes, Band 25,
3). This Verzeichnis also includes the manuscripts described by
A. MULLER in 1881. 136 Islamic MSS.

1977. Fihris al-makluiuiu al-Sarabiya al-mahfiiza fi maktabat al-Jam'rya
al-istishrdqiya al-Almiiniya bi-madinat Hdllah/Siilah , By ' ADNANJAWAD
AL-Tu'MA. Najaf: Matba'at al-Qada", 224pp.

Hauptbibliothek der Franckeschen Stiftung

Date oj establishment: 1698
Status: Semi-public; nowadays a section of the U niversitats- und
Landesbibliothek Halle
Total number oj Islamic MSS: ca. 54 (27 Arabic; 5 Persian; 22
Turkish) .
Description ojcollection: The physical condition of the collection is very
good. The MSS are Qur'an and works on kaldm, Sufism,Jiqh . The
founder of the Franckesche Stiftung was a professor ofOriental Lan­
guages and Theology. This perhaps explains the special interest of
the institution in Islamic Studies.
Unpublished catalogues: No proper catalogue is available , only some
inventory lists.

Marienbibliothek (Evang. Pfarramt Unserer Lieben Frauen)

Date oj establishment: Unknown
Status: Semi-private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 5 (2 Arabic; 3 Turkish).
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Description ofcollection: The condition of the MSS is good. Two of the
Arabic MSS are Qur)ans; the others are prayers. No description is
available. The MSS have little historical significance.

Universitats- und Landesbibliothek Halle

Date of establishment: 1401; 1694 (University)
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 53 (27 Arabic; 5 Persian; 21 Turkish).
Description of collection: The physical condition of the MSS is good.
But the library had some problems in obtaining a suitable building
to make up for war damage. The MSS are rather late copies,
perhaps transcripts from other libraries. Fields covered are: Qur/an,
fiqh, history, Adab and poetry.

Published catalogues:

1876. Verzeichnis der orientalischen Handschriften der Bibliothek des
Halleschen Waisenhauses . By AUGUST ARNOLD & AUGUST MULLER.
Halle: Lateinische Hochschule Halle (Off-print from the Programm
der Lateinischen Hochschule; pp . 5 - 11). Nos. 4 - 30; 31 - 57; Some of
these MSS are now in the Universitats- und Landesbibliothek Halle.

1974. Turathuna al-iarabi fi ]amiCat Martin Liithar. By I:!USAYN
AMiN. Al-Mawrid 3 ii, 1974, pp . 257-268. Lists ca. 140 Arabic
MSS.

1982. Die Handschnften der ehemaligen Stifts- und Gymnasialbibliothek
Quedlinburg in Halle. By ]UTTA FLIEGE. Halle: Universitats- und
Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt, 1982. A supplement (pp. 341­
344) on the Orientalia contains brief descriptions of some 9 Islamic
MSS in Arabic, Persian, and Turkish by GUDRUN GOEsEKE.-This
collection of MSS has been transferred to the U niversitats- und
Landesbibliothek Halle. 6 Arabic MSS, 3 Persian and Turkish
MSS.

Unpublished catalogues: A dated inventory is available.

HAMBURG

Museum fiir Volkerkunde und Vorgeschichte

Date of establishment: 1889
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Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 25 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish: no
separate figures available).
Description of collection: The condition of the collection is excellent.
But no catalogue whatsoever is available for these MSS, which are
Qur'an, history and literature. Apparently this was only a chance
acquisition: the MSS seem to be late copies.

Staats- und Universitatsbibliothek Hamburg

Date of establishment: 1480
Status: Public
Total number of IslamicMSS: 97 (39 Arabic; 21 Persian ; 37 Turkish) .
Description of collection : The MSS are in excellent condition. The col­
lection has always received much attention because at the University
of Hamburg oriental languages and cultures have been more
promoted than elsewhere . Moreover, a good catalogue has made it
easily accessible. The MSS are on Qur'an, tafsir, Hadith, fiqh,
history (a large number) , Sufism, Adab, poetry. There are some fair ­
ly old and valuable MSS in the collection , although the majority of
copies were made only in the last three centuries . Some come from
the Maghrib.
Published catalogues:
1908. Katalog der orientalischen Handschriften der Stadtbibliothek zu
Hamburg, mit Ausschlufl der hebrdischen. Teil I: Die arabischen, persischen,
tiirkischen, malaiischen, koptischen, syrischen, dthiopischen Handschriften.
By CARL BROCKELMANN. Hamburg: Stadtbibliothek Hamburg; rpr.
1969. This catalogue is very carefully done and contains all neces­
sary information concerning authors, copyists, their dates, styles of
writing, titles, references to other catalogues and bibliographical
sources. But because of its rather condensed form and layout it is not
easy to use. Nos. 1-292; 327-332; 337.

HANOVER

Kestnermuseum

Date of establishment: 1889
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Persian).
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Description of collection: In excellent condition. The MSS are not yet
recorded in a proper catalogue. They are a Qur'an and a volume of
poetry, from the 15th and 17th centuries. No Islamic MSS are in­
cluded in the 19th century published catalogues.

Niedersachsische Landesbibliothek

Date of establishment: 1725
Status: Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: ca. 23 (Arabic; Turkish: no separate
figures avail able).
Description of collection: The MSS collection is in good condition , but
no proper catalogue exists. They are on Qur'an,jiqh, history, Adab.
The MSS seem to be rather late copies .

HARBURG

Fiirstliche Bibliothek und Kunstsammlung Harburg

Date of establishment: ca . 1540
Status: Pri vate
Total number of Islamic MSS: 15 (8 Arabic; 2 Persian; 5 Turkish) .
Description of collection: In very good condition. But the MSS are
treated somewhat like museum pieces . They are on Qur'an, Sufism ,
history, poetry. Apparently these few MSS date from the wars
against the Ottomans in the Balkans.
Published catalogues:
1897. Oettingen--Wallersteinische Sammlungen in Maihingen. Hand­
schriften-Verzeichnis , 1. Halfte. By G. GRUPP . Nordlingen: Th.
Re ischle . The 15 MSS are briefly described.

HEIDELBERG

Universitatsbibliothek Heidelberg

Date of establishment: 1386 (as university; library first mentioned in
1396) ; 1560 formal establishment.
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 480 (410 Arabic; 68 Persian; 8
Urdu) .
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Description of collection : With 5,439 MSS in all , this is one of the big­
gest research libraries in Germany. The collection of Islamic MSS
is rather marginal, but still increases when a chance presents itself.
Microfilm copies are quite generously provided on request. But a
comprehensive and critical catalogue of the Islamic MSS is still
awaited . The MSS are on Qur)iin , /:lamth, fiqh, history, Adab,
cosmography, astronomy, medicine. They are in good condition ,
mostly rather late (18th c. and later). There are a few also from the
13th century, and some valuable ones (of IBN AN-NAFIS, NA:;;IR
AL-DiN AL-TuSI & JALAL AL-DIN AL-RuMi) . The Katalog der Hand­
schriften der Universitiitsbibliothek in Heidelberg (Heidelberg 1887 - 1903)
does not include the Islamic MSS.
Published catalogues:
1928 - 1937. Verzeichnis der neuerworbenen orientalischen Hand­
schriften der Universitatsbibliothek Heidelberg. By J . BERENBACH .
ZeitschriftfiirSemitistik 6, 1928 , pp . 213 - 237; 10, 1935, pp. 74-104;
Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenliindischen Gesellschaft 91, 1937, pp.
376-403 .

The identification of authors, titles , dates (for authors and
copyists), styles of writing, etc . is carefully done. But the descrip­
tions are much too brief. Often the contents of the MSS remain
obscure. 67 MSS.

1973. 8 Urdu MSS are described in ZAIDI'S catalogue (see Union
Catalogues above).

1990. Die persischen Handschriften der Universitiitsbibliothek Heidelberg.
By SEYFEDDIN NAJMABADI. Heidelberg: Universitiitsbibliothek,
126pp . (Heidelberger Bibliotheksschriften, 46). Describes 62
Persian MSS with full details.

JENA

Urriversitatsb'ibliothek Jena

Dateof establishment: 1549 library transferred from Wittenberg; 1557
university established by the emperor.
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 49 (30 Arabic; 7 Persian; 12 Turkish) .
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Description oj collection: The library suffered badly in World War II;
even the catalogue was burned in 1945. The Islamic MSS are still
kept in a store at a distance of ca. 3 km from the university in total
safety, but under restricted access . The MSS are Qur)ans (2 nice
copies) and works on Sufism, kalam, fiqh, grammar, history, Adab,
poetry, prayers, lexica . Most were copied after the 17th century and
are not very important, but a few are quite valuable, e.g., a Masnaoi
of RUM! copied 751 H./1350. The Handschriften und alteDruckeaus den
Sammlungen der Uniuersitdtsbibliothek der Friedrich-Schiller- Uniuersitat
Jena. By GEORG KARPE (1976) does not include the Islamic MSS.

Published catalogues:
1746. Memorabilia Bibliothecae AcademicaeJenensis, siveDesignatio Codi­
cum Manuscriptorum in ilia Bibliotheca et librorum impressorum, plerumque
rariorum concinnata potissimumad usussuorum in collegiis Litterariis audita­
rum. By M. JOH. CHRISTOPH MYLIUS. Jena: Universitat Jena. In
Latin. Only brief notes about the authors, titles, contents, dates of
composition or copying; with short indexes according to subject
matters . The 49 Islamic MSS are not in a special category.

Unpublished catalogues: Handwritten list of MSS. In Latin; only brief
notes about authors , copyists, titles, contents, places of origin or
purchase, languages. 49 Islamic MSS included .

KARLSRUHE

Badische Landesbibliothek

Date oj establishment: ca. 1500 (or earlier, then in Pforzheim); since
1765 in Karlsruhe.
Status: Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 20 (8 Arabic; 12 Turkish).
Description ofcollection: In very good condition. The MSS are Qur)an,
history, Sufism, magic ; rather late. Most important is probably the
collection of documents related to the Turkish statesman OSMAN
PA~A.

Published catalogues:
1892. Die Handschriften der grojJherzoglich badischen HoJ- und Landesbibl­
iothek zu Karlsruhe. II.: Orientalische Handschriften. By S. LANDAUER &
P. HORN. Karlsruhe: Ch. Th. Groos. The MSS are described in a
rather cursory manner. Only the most necessary details are given
(names of authors, titles, dates) , on pp. 29-34.
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1970. Die Handschriften der Badischen Landesbibliothek in Karlsruhe. II :
Orientalische Handschriften . Ed. by WILHELM BRAMBACH . Wiesbaden:
Otto Harrassowitz. Although the original authors are not ment­
ioned, this is only a re-edition of the catalogue of 1892 (above) .
Islamic MSS are nos . 15 - 22.

KASSEL

Landesbibliothek Kassel

Date of establishment: 1562 (1580: official dedication)
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 17 (11 Arabic; 3 Persian; 3 Turkish).
Description of collection: In excellent condition, but without a satisfact­
ory catalogue. The MSS are Qur)ans (several copies) and works on
grammar, history, Adab. They are rather late (after 16th century)
and not important for Islamic studies. See:
1930. Die Landesbibliothek Kassel 1580 -1930. Teil 1: Die Landesbibl­
iothek Kassel in ihrer geschichtlichen Entwicklung 1580 -1930. Edited by
WILHELM HOPF. Marburg: Elwert (in Comm.). Important informa­
tion about the history of the library, but no MSS described.
1930. Die Landesbibliothek Kassel 1580-1930. Teil 2: Handschriften­
schiitze der Landesbibliothek Kassel (& Anhang: Orientalische Hand­
schriften). By GUSTAV STRUCK. Marburg: Elwert (in Comm.). Sev­
eral Islamic MSS are rather superficially described; for some even
the dates are established. But no exact identification is possible on
this basis. It is interesting to see that several MSS were brought to
Kassel as war booty from the Balkans and Tunisia (in 1535 and in
1686) . See pp. 103, 126, 180.

Published catalogues:

1778. Zur Anhorung seiner Antritts-Redebey dem Collegio illustri Carolino
welche im grossen Hbrsale den 2ten Jenner 1770 um 10 Uhr wird gehalten
werden ladet hierdurch gehorsamst ein JOHANN HENRICH WEPLER.
Vorher wird einige Nachricht von denen auf Hochfiirstlicher Bibl­
iothek befindlichen morgenlandischen Handschriften gegeben.
Cassel, 1778.

1785. Beschreibung der arabischen Handschriften mit maure-
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tanischen und kufischen Charakteren. By J .H. WEPLER. Hessische
Beitriige zur Gelehrsamkeit und Kunst. 1, 1785, pp. 488 -495 .

KIEL

Universitatsbibliothek Kiel

Date oj establishment : 1781
Status: Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: ca. 30 (7 Arabic; 12 Persian; 9 Turkish;
1 Urdu) .
Description of collection: The collection is in good condition; but the
catalogues are badly dated and unreliable. The MSS include
Qur'an, history, Adab, poetry, and were apparently only chance
acquisitions, isolated pieces; they will be included in a comprehen­
sive catalogue of the VOHD project soon to appear.
Published catalogues:
1870. Handschriften der Kieler Universitatsbibliothek und zwar
Abteilung I, die in sprachlicher Beziehung Interesse haben . By
H. RATJEN. Serapeum 31,1870, pp. 274-277. This is only a prelimi­
nary description of some of the MSS without precise details. Nos.
3-15.

LEIPZIG

Museum fur Vdlkerkunde zu Leipzig-Staatliche Forschungs­
stelle

Date oj establishment: 1869
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 8 (6 Arabic; 2 Persian) .
Description ojcollection: In good condition; but there is no catalogue,
only type-written inventory lists . The MSS are on Qur'an, Adab,
poetry, astronomy. Of special value is a work on the Astrolabe by
Nasir al-Din al-Tirsi,

Stadt- und Bezirksbibliothek Leipzig

Date of establishment: 1677 (1755 transfer to its special building) .
Status: Public
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Total number oj Islamic MSS: 376 (Arabic; Persian ; Turkish: no
separate figures available) .
Description of collection: The collection is in good condition. For the
Islamic MSS there is only an old and somewhat dated catalogue
available. The subjects covered by the MSS are: Qur'an, tafsir,
grammar, rhetoric,jiqh, kaldm, history, philosophy, Sufism, pray­
ers, magic. This is quite a rich collection of MSS with a number of
early copies.
Published catalogues:
1838 . Catalogus librorum manuscriptorum qui in Bibliotheca Senatoria civi­
tatis Lipsiensis asseroantur, edidit AEMILIUS GUILELMUS ROBERTUS
NAUMANN. Codices onentalium linguarum descripserunt HENRICUS
ORTHOBIUS FLEISCHER et FRANCISCUS DELITZSCH. Grimae: Julius
Mauritius Gebhardt. In Latin. Not only authors, titles, dates, but
also contents are carefully identified; often also clarifying texts are
reproduced in the original languages. 376 Islamic MSS (pp. 329­
556 , nos. I -CCCLXXVI) .

Universitatsbibliothek Leipzig

Date oj establishment: 1543
Status: Public
Total numberojIslamicMSS: 1056 (898 Arabic; 3 Malay; 102 Persian;
49 Turkish; 4 Urdu) .
Description oj collection: In good condition. The MSS collection profits
from the excellent services of this great library. The catalogue is old ,
but good. Subjects covered are Qur'an, tafsir, kaldm, Hadith, fiqh,
Sufism, history, grammar, rhetoric , Adab, poetry, geography, medi­
cine, astronomy, mathematics. This is probably one of the best
manuscript collections in Germany.
Published catalogues:
1906. Katalog der islamischen, christlich-orientalischen, Jiidischen und
samaritanischen Handschriften der Unioersitius-Bibliothek zu Leipzig. (=
Katalog der Handschriften der Uniuersitdts-Bibliothek zu Leipzig, II). By
K . VOLLERS & J. LEIPOLDT. Leipzig: Otto Harrassowitz. A very
good catalogue, concentrating on the essentials, but all the details
are given : authors, titles, dates, contents , style of writing, langu­
ages , references, etc . Nos . 1- 898 (Arabic); 899 -1000 (Persian);
1001-1049 (Turkish) ; 1050-1053 (Urdu); 1054-1056 (Malay).
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1909. Die arabisch-islamischen Handschriften der U niversitats­
Bibliothek zu Leipzig und der Sammlungen Hartmann und Haupt.
By MARTIN HARTMANN. Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie 23, 1909, pp. 235­
266 . Further notes on some of the Arabic MSS in the preceding cata­
logue of K. Vollers.

1956. The Arabic MSS on alchemy are described in SIGGEL'S cata­
logue, Bd. 3 (see Union Catalogues above).

MAINZ

Gutenberg-Museum

Date oj establishment: 1900
Status: Public
Total number of IslamicMSS: ca. 10 (5 Arabic; 3 Persian).
Description of collection: In very good condition. Among numerous
books and MSS the museum also possesses a few Islamic MSS,
tablets, etc . They are not described in any catalogue, only recorded
on inventory lists , and will be included in the VOHD project. They
include Qur'an, Adab, poetry, and appear to be rather late , of value
only for the history of Islamic art.

Stadtbibliothek Mainz

Date oj establishment: 1477-but looted by a Swedish army; re­
established 1650
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 7 (5 Arabic; 2 Persian) .
Description oj collection: In very good condition . Among the 1120 other
MSS the few Islamic MSS are almost lost. They are not yet
described in any catalogue, but will be included in the VOHD
project. They include Qur'an,jiqh , Adab and poetry, and seem to be
rather late copies.
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Reiss-Museum
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Date of establishment: 1763
Status: Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: ca. 6 (4 Arabic; 1 Persian; 1 Turkish).
Description ofcollection: In excellent condition. However, the Islamic
MSS are onl y recorded on inventory lists and await full descriptions
in a catalogue. They are Qur)an, history, Adab, poetry, and seem
to be rather late copies.

MARBURG

Universitatsbibliothek Marburg

Status: Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 18 (Arabic), plus 7 European tran­
scripts.
Description of collection: Most of the MSS were bequeathed to the
Library by the Marburg orientalist JOHANN WILHELM SCHRODER
(1726 -1793). There is little of textual importance: most noteworthy
is a 16th-century amulet scroll of Turkish provenance.

Published catalogues:

1979. Makhtirtat Carabiya IT maktabat jami-at Marbiirj fi Almafiiya
al-Ittihadiya . By cADNAN jAwAD AL-Tu'MA. Al-Mawrid 8 , 1979,
pp . 357 -366.

1979 . Diearabischen Handschriften der Uniuersitiitsbibliothek Marburg. By
ADNAN jAWAD AL-ToMA [TUCMA], REGINE BERLINGHOF & UWE
BREDEHORN . Marburg: Universitatsbibliothek, 1979 . (Schriften der
Universitatsbibliothek Marburg, 8.)

Short descriptions , with 41 illustrations and a history of th e col­
lection .

MUNICH

Bayerische Staatsbibliotheek (" STABI ' ')

Date oj establishment: 1558 AD : DUKE ALBRECHT V (1550-1579)



352 GERMANY- MUNICH

acquired the private collection of the great orientalist JOHANN
ALBRECHT WIDMANSTETTER (1506 -1557): This was the beginning
of the rich MSS collection.
Status: Public; since 1802 property of the state of Bavaria. On re­
quest copies, microfilms, etc . are made of the MSS needed for
intensive investigation and editions. Modern facilities of telecom­
munication, computers, etc . , have been introduced.
Total numberof Islamic MSS: 3,894 (2,855 Arabic; 1 Baluchi; 1 Kur­
dish; 22 Pashto; 481 Persian; 14 Sindhi; 512 Turkish; 8 Urdu) .
Description of collection : All Islamic MSS are kept in closely guarded
depots together with the numerous other MSS. The library takes
special care also of the codices that are damaged or have damaged
bindings . The subjects covered are: Qur'an, tafsir, Hadith, fiqh,
kaldm, Sufism, Adab, poetry , grammar, lexicography, history,
geography, philosophy, astronomy, mathematics, medicine, alche­
my . Many MSS have calligraphy, illumination and fine bindings.
The earliest MSS apparently belong to the GLASER collection, which
is also the most important for Islamic history (cf. in particular the
K. al-Najiih , ed. by Prof. MADELUNG). The bulk of this collection
came from the Yemen (from G. CAPROTTI , an Italian merchant in
$an'a') , and was acquired in 1902. But all centuries are represented,
in increasing numbers for more recent times. See:

1814. Ueber die morgenliindischen Handschriften der k. Ho]- und Central­
Bibliothek. By OTHMAR FRANK. Miinchen: Staatsbibliothek Miin­
chen.

1967. Bayerische Staatsbibliothek Miinchen. Bibliotheksfiihrer, Geschichte
und Bestiinde. By IRMGARD BEZZEL. Munchen: Siiddeutscher Verlag.
Useful especially for a survey of the historical development of the
library.

1981. Die orientalischen Handschriften derBayerischen Staatsbibliothek, By
G. GRUNBOLD. Bibliotheksforum Bayern 9, 1981 , pp. 68-84.

1983. The oriental manuscripts of the Bavarian State Library. By
G. GRUNBOLD (trans. H. Ziegler). InternationalAssociation ofOrientalist
Librarians Bulletin 21,1983, pp. 7-17.
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Published catalogues:

1866. Die arabischen Handschriften der k. Hof- und Staatsbibliothek in
Miinchen. (= Catalogus codicum manuscriptorum Bibliothecae R egiae
Monacensis , T. I, 2.) By JOSEPH AUMER (Preface by K . HALM , with
important notes on the history of the Arabic manuscript collections) .
Miinchen: Staatsbibliothek Miinchen. In German. Good indexes .
937 MSS.

1866. Die persischen Handschriften der k. Hof- und Staatsbibliothek in
Miinchen (= Catalogus codicum MSS Bibl. Regiae Monac . T . I, 3). By
JOSEPH AUMER. Munchen : Staatsbibliothek Miinchen , 1866; rp .
Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1970. Indexes. 351 MSS.

1875. Verzeichnis der orientalischen Handschriften der k. Hof- und Staats­
bibliothek in Miinchen, mit Ausschlufl der hebrdischen , arabischen und pers­
ischen; nebst Anhang zum Verzeichnis der arabischen und persischen Hand­
schriften (= Catalogus codicum MSS Bibl . Regiae Monac. I, 4).­
Tiakische Handschriften. By JOSEPH AUMER. Munchen: Staatsbib­
liothek Miinchen; rp. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1970 . Covers
295 Turkish MSS (on pp. 1-152); 120 Arabic MSS (on pp. 153­
181) ; 20 Persian MSS (on pp. 181-184).

1918. Die arabischen Handschriften der Sammlung GLASER in der
k. Hof- und Staatsbibliothek zu Munchen. By EMIL GRATZL.
Mitteilungen der Vorderasiatischen Gesellschaft 22, 1918, pp. 194 - 200 .
157 works.

1956. The Arabic MSS on alchemy are described in SIGGEL'S cata­
logue, Bd . 3 (see Union Catalogues above).

1973. 5 Urdu MSS are described in ZAIDI 'S catalogue (see Union
Catalogues above).

1978. Bayerische Staatsbibliothek. Erwerbungen aus drei Jahrzehnten,
1948-1978. Ausstellungen April -Juli 1978. VII . Orientalische Hand­
schriften und Drucke. Wiesbaden : Otto Harrassowitz. A brief account
of some of the new acquisitions.
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1982. Das Buch im Orient: Handschriften und kostbare Drucke aus
zweiJahrtausenden. Austellung, 16. November 1982-5. Februar 1983.
Wiesbaden: Reichert (Bayerische Staatsbibliothek: Ausstellungs­
kataloge , 27), 340pp.

Includes descriptions of Islamic MSS.

Unpublished catalogues:
Repertorium der orientalischen Handschriften. By the staff of the
Bayerische Staatsbibliothek. Handwritten accession list of all new
oriental MSS acquired after Aumer's catalogues. Bound copies are
available in the Reading Room of the manuscript section. Since this
is a preliminary list, there are only brief notes about the authors (if
identified), titles, contents: sometimes only the accession number
and the very honest admission that "the contents have not yet been
established". Hence, a continuation of Aumer's catalogues is badly
needed. Ca. 1,800 new accessions (constantly growing).

Bibliothek der Benediktinerabtei Sankt Bonifaz

See Andechs.

Universitats-Bibliothek Miinchen

Date of establishment: 1826
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 11 (7 Arabic; 4 Turkish) .
Description of collection: In excellent condition . The MSS are not yet
described in any catalogue. They include Qur)an, prayers, Defiers.
They came from the private collection of the Jesuit scholar FER­
DINAND ORBAN . See:
1957. Makhtutat ghayr mufahrasa fiJami'at Miyirnikh. By SALAl;I
AL-DiN AL-MuNAJJID . Majallat Maihad al-Makhiiuat al-'Arabiya / Revue
de l'Institut des Manuscrits Arabes 3, 1957, p . 350 .

NUREMBERG

Stadtbibliothek Niirnberg

Date of establishment: 1429 (1538: transfer to the present location)
Status: Public
Total numberof Islamic MSS: 33 (18 Arabic; 3 Persian; 12 Turkish).
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Description of collection: In good condition. In this very rich library of
3,000 MSS in European languages the few Islamic MSS are almost
unnoticed . They are inadequately described in an old, out-of-date
catalogue. They are on: Qur)an, Sufism ,ji'qh , Adab, grammar, his­
tory and poetry. The Islamic MSS are rather late copies, apparently
relics of the wars against the Ottomans.
Published catalogues:
1786 -1791. Memorabilia bibliothecarum publicarum Norimbergensium et
universitatis Altdorfinae. By CHRISTOPHORUS THEOPHILUS DE MURR.
Norimbergae, 3 vols. In Latin. Very concise descriptions of the
MSS: authors, titles, contents; but all this information has to be
treated with caution. P . I, pp. 28-31: 18 MSS.

There are no Islamic MSS included in Die Handschriften der Stadts­
bibliothek Niimberg; Wiesbaden, 1965 - .

OLDENBURG

Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Date of establishment: 1792
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic).
Description of collection: In excellent condition. The MSS are a Qur)an
and a work on Sufism, quite late copies and not important for
Islamic studies; chance acquisitions.
Unpublished catalogues:
Katalog der Handschriften. By THEODOR MERZDORF. Not published;
only a handwritten catalogue (a copy is available in Wolfenbiittel).
This preliminary catalogue is in the process of being revised.

POMMERSFELDEN

Graf von Schdnborn/sche Schlossbibliothek
(formerly Bibliotheca Gaibacensis)
Near Bamberg

Date of establishment: Between 1655 and 1729 as private library; 1830
transfer to Pommersfelden.
Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 9 (3 Arabic; 3 Persian; 3 Turkish).
Description of collection: In very good condition. The MSS are on :
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Qur-'an, tafsir, kaliim, history, Adab. The Islamic MSS apparently
entered the library as pieces of booty from the wars against the
Ottomans in the Balkans.
Unpublished catalogues:
Vorarbeiten zu einem beschreibenden Verzeichnis der nicht-abendldndischen
Handschriften und Inschriften der Graf von Schimbornschen Schlossbibliothek
Pommersfelden. By BIBL. -RAT SCHONATH. As the title modestly indi­
cates, this is only a preliminary inventory of the MSS, which can be
used in the library. Authors, titles, contents are briefly identified,
but the information is not certain. 9 MSS.

REGENSBURG

Fiirst Thurn und Taxis-Hofbibliothek

Date of establishment: 1773
Status: Semi-public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (2 Arabic; 1 Persian).
Description of collection: In excellent condition. The Islamic MSS are
a Qur)iin and works on mathematics and adab. The oldest MS is
dated 995 H./1617 . Apparently the MSS were only chance acquisi­
tions. The published catalogue Die Musikhandschriften derFurst Thurn
und Taxis Hofbibliothek Regensburg: Thematischer Katalog, by G. HABER­
KAMP (Munich, 1981) does not include the Islamic MSS, but gives
some information about the history of the library .
Unpublished catalogues: A handwritten list is available in the library.

ROSTOCK

Urriversitatsbibfiothek Rostock

Date ofestablishment: University: 1419 (probably also date oflibrary)
Status: Public
Total numberof Islamic MSS: ca. 115 (76 Arabic; 9 Persian; 1 Tatar;
25 Turkish; 1 Urdu).
Description of collection: The library is located in a rather dilapidated
section of the old and beautiful university of Rostock. But the staff
are highly motivated and dedicated to the preservation of the
old heritage; so, in spite of the poor exterior conditions, the MSS
are well cared for. The Islamic MSS include Qur)iin (several copies,
the oldest dated 1694), tofsir, fiqh, sects (esp. the Druze faith),
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geography, cosmography, history, adab and poetry. They are mostly
late copies (18th-century and later); and some are simply transcripts
made for TVCHSEN in Gotha, Paris, etc.
Published catalogues:
1817. Catalogus bibliothecae OLAI GERHARD] TYCHSEN, celeberrimi nuper
in Academia Rostochiensi Lingua". Orientall. Professoris . . . . By ANT.
THEODOR HARTMANN (Preface). Rostock: Rostochii Typis Adleria­
nis. In Latin. This "catalogue" was composed and published as a
bookseller's list after the owner, a professor of Oriental Studies at
the University of Rostock, had died. Section 2 (i.e., pp. 20-28),
true to the purpose of the book, gives some brief descriptions of the
manuscripts in TYCHSEN'S collection: Thus authors, copyists, titles,
contents, languages of the various works are briefly identified; but
a catalogue of the Rostock collection still needs to be done. 76 Arabic
MSS (on pp. 20 - 28); also 5 Arabic copies of MSS in other libraries
(apparently made by TVCHSEN himself or some of his contem­
poraries) ; 10 Persian, Turkish, Tatar MSS (on pp. 29-30). These
MSS are now in the University's collection.
Unpublished catalogues:
Catalogus manuscnptorum. 2: Manuscripta philologica, orientalia , medica,
mathematico-physica, varia. In Latin . A handwritten, but bound, in­
ventory list of the manuscripts in several oriental languages. The in­
formation on authors, copyists, titles, dates, contents, languages of
the various treatises usually does not go beyond the brief remarks in
HARTMANN'S Catalogus. But it seems to cover all the MSS that were
acquired by the U niversi ty of Rostock before and after it became the
heir of TVCHSEN.

SIGMARINGEN

Fiirstlich Hohenzollerische Hofbibliothek

Date oj establishment: 1865 (perhaps older)
Status: Private (but on special request open also for outsiders)
Total number ofIslamic MSS: 3 (Arabic).
Description oj collection: In excellent condition. The MSS are treated
as museum pieces . They are Qur'fm fragments and works of jiqh.
The oldest MS. is dated 1202 H.l1787; none of them seems very
valuable.
Published catalogues:
1872. Fii.rstlich Hohenzollern'sches Museum zu Sigmaringen: Verzeichniss
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der Handschriften, By F.A. LEHNER. Sigmaringen: M. Liehner. The
MSS were identified by Prof. MERX, Tiibingen: authors, titles,
dates, contents; all quite brief. Nos. 2 - 3.

STUTTGART

Linden-Museum, Staatliches Museum fiir Volkerkunde

Date of establishment: 1884
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 7 (Arabic).
Description ofcollection: In very good condition. But the Islamic MSS
have not yet been properly described: there is no real catalogue, only
some inventory lists. The MSS are on Qur'an, Sufism, prayers,
Hadith, and apparently have little significance for Islamic studies .

Wiirttembergische Landesbibliothek
(before 1901: Konigliche Offentliche Bibliothek)

Date of establishment: 1765
Status: Public
Totalnumber ofIslamicMSS: 123 (69 Arabic; 13 Persian; 41 Turkish).
Description ofcollection: In excellent condition. This library has a very
rich collection of MSS (some 11,000 in all); the Islamic MSS, there­
fore, are in good care. A critical catalogue is expected to be complet­
ed in the course of the VOHD project; for the time being the library
only has an inventory list. The Islamic MSS are on Qur/an, fiqh,
Hadith, history, Adab, poetry . Only a few MSS are older copies and
more valuable; but most date from the 18th and 19th centuries. The
published catalogue Die Handschriften der ehemaligen Hofbibliothek Stutt­
gart. 4. 1 (= Die Handschriften der Wiirttembergischen Landesbibliothek
Stuttgart; 2. Reihe; 4,1) . By MARIA SOPHIA BUHL (Wiesbaden, 1972)
has only a short note that R. SELLHElM is expected to produce a cata­
logue of the Arabic manuscripts (pp. 55 - 56: codices Arabici).

TUBINGEN

Urriversrtatsbibfiothek Tiibingen

Date of establishment: 1477 (together with the university?-But cert-
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ainly at the time of Reformation: 16th c.)
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 550 (ca. 300 Arabic; ca. 80 Persian;
ca. 170 Turkish).
Description of collection: In excellent condition. This library specializes
in Oriental and Islamic Studies; therefore , it probably has the best
facilities of all German libraries for Islamic MSS (among some 4,000
MSS in European languages). There are card catalogues and
inventory lists to keep track of the MSS, and also of the numerous
new acquisitions; but critical catalogues are expected to be com­
pleted in the course of the VOHD project. The MSS cover Qur'an,
fiqh, Hadith, kaldm, Sufism, history, heresiology, grammar, Adab,
poetry, medicine, astronomy, mathematics. The MSS collection in
Tiibingen is especially rich because the University has had a series
of eminent experts on Islamic Studies. Thus, the private libraries of
authorities such as TH. NOLDEKE, E. LITTMANN, R. PARET (among
many others) have entered the Universitatsbibliothek. See:
1982. The Near and Middle East collection of the University Library of
Tiibingen . By WALTER WERKMEISTER. British Society for Middle Eastern
Studies Bulletin 9 i, 1982, pp. 82-87.

Published catalogues:

1907. Verzeichnis der arabischen Handschriften der Kbniglichen Univers­
itiitsbibliothek zu Ti1bingen . I. Teil. By CHR. SEYBOLD. Tiibingen:
Universitat Tiibingen. Very careful descriptions of the MSS, with
all the necessary details and indexes. Nos. 1- 46.

1930. Verzeichnis der arabischen Handschriften der Uniuersitdtsbibliothek
Ti1bingen . II . Teil. By M. WEISWEILER. Leipzig. The continuation
of Chr. Seybold's first part (he had not even finished the important
Wetzstein collection), but even more methodical in the description
of the MSS and with more cross-references to other catalogues; in
addition, extensive indexes help to show a complete view of the
whole Tiibingen collection. Thus the chronological table shows that
only a few MSS date back to the 12th and 13th centuries: most be­
long to the 17th and 18th centuries. Nos. 47-247.

1956. Persische Miniaturen und ihr Umkreis. Buch- und Schriftkunst
arabischer, persischer, tiirkischer und indischer Handschriften aus dem Besitz
tierfridieren Preuflischen Staats- und der Tiibinger Unioersitdtsbibliothek, By
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JORG KRAEMER & GEORG SCHEJA. Tiibingen: Tiibinger Kunstverein
E.V. A very informative exhibition catalogue, with beautiful plates
as well as learned philological and historical descriptions of some
73 MSS (for an exhibition in Tiibingen from May 31 to June 20,
1956) . Nos. 1-73 .

1977. Persische Handschriften . By D. BLIESKE. In: Biicher im Wandel
der Zeiten: eine Ausstellung aus den Bestdnden der Uniuersitdtsbibliothek
Tiibingen . Tiibingen: Universitatsbibliothek, 1977, pp. 87 - 94.

Describes several Persian MSS.

WEIMAR

Thiiringische Landesbibliothek

Date of establishment: ca. 1690 (1766 transferred to the Green Castle)
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 50 (25 Arabic; 9 Persian; 17
Turkish).
Description of collection: In rather poor condition. The MSS contain
Qur'an, history, Adab, poetry. Most of these MSS are rather late
copies and of little value for Islamic studies . See:
1980. Alte Handschriften aus der Zentralbiblioth ek der deutschen Klassik .
By KONRAD KRATZSCH. Weimar: Stadtvcrordnetenversammlung
Weimar. A more historical study of the development of the MSS col­
lection, with illustrations from selected MSS, but not the Islamic
ones .

Published catalogues:
1911. GOETHE und die orientalischen Handschriften der Weimarer Bib­
liothek: Beitrag zum gedruckten Zuwachsverzeichnis der Weimarer Bibliothek
fiir die Jahre 1908-1910. By H. WERNEKKE. Weimar. 33 MSS arc
mentioned.

WITTENBERG

Bibliothek des Evangelischen Predigerseminars

Date of establishment: 1817
Status: Semi-public (to be used almost exclusively by the students of
this institution) .
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Total number oj Islamic MSS: 13 (5 Arabic; 1 Persian; 7 Turkish).
Descriptionojcollection: In good condition. No satisfactory description
of the MSS available . They include Qur)an, grammar, Sufism,
literature. This library is the last remnant of the old Kurfiirstliche
Schloss- und Universitatsbibliothek zu Wittenberg (founded in
1512). It has alphabetical catalogues for the use of the students only,
different ones for the different sections .

WOLFENBUTTEL

Herzog August Bibliothek (Bibliotheca Augusta)

Dateof establishment: 1572, formally by HerzogJulius; but the collec­
tion was begun in 1550
Status: Now public (property of the state of Niedersachsen).
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 170 (102 Arabic; 12 Persian; 55
Turkish).
Description ojcollection: This is definitely one of the most beautiful and
best kept MSS-libraries in the world. But for the Islamic MSS, the
catalogues are quite unsatisfactory, including the old one by EBERT,
1831 (see below). The modern catalogues have left the Islamic
materials aside to be covered by the VOHD project (which will take
some time to be completed) . The Islamic MSS are Qur)an (some 25
copies),jiqh, history, Sufism, Adab, poetry , grammar, astronomy,
astrology, medicine, philosophy.

It is regrettable that one of the most beautiful libraries in Germa­
ny possesses few important Islamic MSS among its extensive hold­
ings. However, it does have a very beautiful copy of the Qur)an
(no. 107), the commentary on the Physicsof Aristotle by IBN RUSHD
(no. 10), and a good copy of M. B. ABI BAKR AL-QAZWINI'S Nuzhat
al-Qulub (no. 53) .

Published catalogues:

1831. Catalogus CodicumManuscriptotum Orientalium Bibliothecae Ducalis
Guelferbytanae. By FRIDERICUS ADOLPHUS EBERT; included as an
"Accedit", i.e. Supplement, in the Catalogus CodicumManuscriptorum
Orientalium Bibliothecae Regiae Dresdensis, by HENRICUS ORTHOBIUS
FLEISCHER. Leipzig: Fr. Chr. Guil. Vogel , pp. 76-87. In Latin.
Identifications of authors, copyists , titles, contents, cross -references
to the bibliographical authorities of the time. But all descriptions
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have to be treated with caution: they are much too brief, and often
no dates at all are established for authors and copyists. 76 Arabic
MSS ; 10 Persian MSS; 29 Turkish MSS.

1890 - 1903. Die Augusteischen Handschriften , 1- 5. (= Kataloge der
Herzog August Bibliothek Wolfenbiittel: vols . 4 - 8) . By OTTO VON
HEINEMANN . Wolfenbiittel: 1890-1903; rp. Frankfurt a. M .,
1965 -1966,5 vols. A very scholarly catalogue ofMSS in the various
European languages. No Islamic codices are included, but nos. 34 .1
and 87 .5 of this group of the "Augustei" contain documents in
Turkish .

1913. Die Gudischen Handschriften. ( = Kataloge der Herzog August Bib­
liothek Wolfenbiiuel; vol. 9). By FRANZ KOHLER & GUSTAV MILCH­
SACK. Wolfenbiittel : 1913; rp. Frankfurt a. M ., 1966. (As above).
Nos. 63 and 68 contain literary pieces, poems, and grammatical dis­
cussions in Arabic; nos. 25 and 81 include poems and documents in
Turkish.

1972. Die mittelalterlichen Handschriften der Gruppen Extravagantes, Novi
und Novissimi. (= Kataloge der Herzog August Bibliothek Wolfenbiiuel;
vol. 15). By HANS BUTZMANN. Frankfurt a. M .: Herzog August Bib­
liothek. The more recent acquisitions in various European lan­
guages. Among the " Extravagantes" there are some 20 works in
Arabic, 1 in Persian (Poetry) , and 15 in Turkish; and among the
" Novi" there are some 6 work s in Arabic, 1 in Persian (a Shah
Nama) , and 5 in Turkish ; among the " Novissimi" there are 3 works
in Arabic, and 2 in Turkish.

No Islamic MSS are included in Die neueren Handschriften der Gruppe
Extravagantes . By W.-D. OTTE (Wolfenbiittel, 1986-87).

ZITTAU

Stadt- und Kreisbibliothek Zittau
(Christian-Weise-Bibliothek)

Dateofestablishment: 1607 (but existed before as the library of a Franc­
iscan monastery).
Status: Public
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Total number of Islamic MSS: 19 (5 Arabic; 1 Persian; 13 Turkish).
Description of collection: In rather poor condition. The MSS are on
Qur'fm, fiqh , kaldm, grammar, poetry , Sufism. Apparently all of
these Islamic MSS came as booty from Vienna; the date 1684 CE
is clearly mentioned . See:
1811. Geschichte und Merkwiirdigkeiten der Ratsbibliothek in Zittau. By
JOHANN GOTTFRIED KNESCHKE. Zittau - Leipzig: Schops (in
Comm.) , 164pp. On the historical development of the library.

ZWICKAU/SAALE

Ratsschulbibliothek

Date of establishment: 1537 (formal establishment 1563)
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 15 (6 Arabic; 2 Persian; 7 Turkish).
Description of collection: The library has ca. 200 other MSS; the few
Islamic MSS are thus " in good company" . An official catalogue ap­
parently does not exist, only a handwritten inventory. The Islamic
MSS consist of the Qur'an (4 copies) and works on Sufism, kalam,
poetry. All these MSS seem to have belonged to the private library
of the orientalist ZECHENDORF, who bequeathed them to the Rats­
schulbibliothek. See :
1911. Handschriftenproben aus der Reformationszeit, Fasc. 1: 67 Hand­
schriftenproben nach Originalen der Zwickauer Ratsschulbibliothek. Ed. by
OTTO CLEMEN . Zwickau : Ullmann . This is not a catalogue, but
rather an introduction as for an exhibition. 67 MSS.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

Afshar, Idj. Kitdbshiniisi-i fihristhd-yi nuskhahihd-yi khaui-i first dar
kitdbkhanah/hii-yi dunyd , Tehran: University of Tehran. 1958.
3 + 88pp.

Lists 222 catalogues published in 17 countries .

cAwwad, Kiirkis . Fahdris al-makhtiudtal-Sarabiyafi '[-Calam. Kuwait :
Maihad al-Makhtirtat al-cArabiya. 1984. 2 vols.

Lists catalogues and publications about Arabic manuscripts all
over the world .

Birnbaum, Eleazar. Turkish manuscripts : cataloguing since 1960
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and manuscripts still uncatalogued. Part 4: Hungary , Czecho­
slovakia, Poland , Great Britain , Ireland, the Netherlands , Belgium,
France , Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, Finland, United
States, Canada. Journal of the American Oriental Society 104, 1984,
pp . 303-314.

Germany is described on pages 309-310. The article describes
the Turkish collections and the state of their catalogues, published
and unpublished.

Huisman, A.J .W . Les manuscrits arabes dans le monde: une bibliographie
des catalogues. Leiden: E.J . Brill. 1967. 84pp.

A bibliography of published catalogues dealing only with Arabic
MSS.

Mikhailova, I.B. and Khalidov, A .B. Bibliografiya arabskikh rukopisel ,
Moscow : Nauka. 1982 . 302pp.

Bibliography of catalogues and surveys of Arabic MSS.

Nowka, Helmut. Tiirkische Handschriften in den Bibliotheken der
Deutschen Demokratischen Republik. Turcica 13, 1981 , pp . 206­
215 ; Asien Afrika Lateinamerika 8 iv, 1980 , pp . 683 - 689.

Pearson,J .D. Oriental manuscripts in Europeand North America: a survey.
Zug: Inter Documentation Company. 1971. (Bibliotheca Asiati­
ca, 7). 515pp.

This is a reference work listing known collections and catalogues
published and unpublished.

Roemer, H.R. Al-Makhtiitat al-Farabiya fi Almaniya wa-ma
nushira minha fi 'l-sanawat al-akhira, Majallat Machad al-Makh/u/iit
al-rArabiya / Revue de l'Institut des Manuscrits Arabes 5, 1959,
pp. 225 - 228.

Roman, Stephan. The development ofIslamic library collections in Western
Europe and North America. London: Mansell. 1990 . (Germany ,
pp. 107 -139.)

Sezgin, Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Leiden: E.J . Brill.
1967 - . 9 vols. in progress.

Contains references to published catalogues.

Simon, Jean. Repertoire des bibliotheques publiques et pnves
d'Europe contenant des manuscrits arabes chretiens . Orientalia NS
2, 1938, pp. 239-264.
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A list of published catalogues of collections of Christian Arabic
MSS arranged by town.

Storey, C .A. Persian Literature: a bio-bibliographical survey. London.
1927- . (Russian rev. ed . Moscow, 1972- ).

A survey of Persian literature which lists catalogues consulted in
vols . 1 & 2.

Vajda, Georges and Durantet, Madeleine. Repertoire des catalogues et
inventaires de manuscrits arabes. Paris: CNRS. 1949. 48pp.

General reference work listing published catalogues of Arabic
manuscript collections allover the world.
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INTRODUCTION

Investigation into many parts of the Republic of Ghana has revealed
that no Islamic manuscripts are available in public libraries .
Moreover, private collections include very few books and
manuscripts on Islam . The problem with the latter is that their phys­
ical condition is so bad that their collation and cataloguing will be
a time-consuming process.

It has furthermore come to light that, although some Islamic
manuscripts were at one time available in the regions, they have
been handed over to the library of the institute of African Studies,
Legon (q .v. below). Copies of Islamic manuscripts at the Ghana
National Archives are also available there.

See further:
1961. Arabic manuscripts in Ghana. By MAHMOUD EL-WAKKAD.
Ghana Notes and Queries, 2, 1961, p. 11.

1965. Summary of a report on a conference on Arabic documents
held at the University of Ghana, 26th and 27th February 1965 .
Research Bulletin, Centre of Arabic Documentation, University of Ibadan,
1 iii, 1965, pp . 8-25.

1965. Les manuscrits historiques arabo-africains (bilan provisoire).
I.-Les manuscrits du Ghana. By VINCENT MONTEIL. Bulletin de
l'Institut Francais d'Afrique Noire , Serie B, 27, 1965, pp . 531-533.

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

ACCRA

Malam Ibrahim Abdul-Rahman

No. E. 5/2, Tudu, Accra
Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 11 (9 Arabic; 2 Arabic/English).
Description of collection: Half of the MSS are on local topics , such as
manumission, exhortation, Friday sermon and birth certificate. Not
catalogued.
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Alhaj Yusif Yacub Hassan

House No . E418/16, Mamobi, Accra
Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic).
Description of collection: The manuscript was with other books on a
shelf in the sitting-room. Not catalogued.

Ma1lam Hussein

House No . E176/11, Nima, Accra
Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (uncatalogued) .

Mallam Ishaq

E452/16, Mamobi, Accra
Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic, uncatalogued) .

Mallam Mamuni

House No. D862/3, Cow Lane, Accra
Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic, uncatalogued).

National Archives of Ghana

Castle Road, Adabraka, Accra
Status: Public archives
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4 (2 Arabic; 2 Hausa).
Description of collection: The MSS deal mainly with the history of Wa,
Gonja and Samuri. Copies available at the Institute of African
Studies, Legon (see below).
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LEGON

Balme Library, Africana Collection

University of Ghana, Legon
Status: University Library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic/English , uncatalogued) .

Institute of African Studies Library

371

University of Ghana , Legon
Date of establishment: 1961
Status: University Library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 355 (325 Arabic; 24 Hausa; 2 Hausa/
Arabic; 2 Gbanyito ; 2 Gonja or Dagbane) .
Description of collection: This is the largest collection of Islamic MSS
in Ghana. Prominent among them are the works of AL-!:IAJJ CUMAR
OF SALAGA (1858 -1934), which cover almost every topic concerning
Muslims in Ghana. There are so far some forty-four excellent liter­
ary works by that prolific writer in manuscript form in the Institute 's
Library . These invaluable works have no doubt generated interest
in the collection of other manuscripts.

The significance of the literary works of AL-!:IAJJ cUMAR is shown
by the fact that some of them, though in manuscript form, were used
as text-books by West African Arabic scholars. Mention should also
be made of his work entitled "The History of the Hausa People"
which provides ample material for a sociological study of Hausa­
land. The manuscript was the subject of a Ph .D . thesis by Dr.
FERGUSON of the University of California, U.S .A. , in 1973.

Most of the manuscripts are written in Arabic verse, although a
few are in prose. They treat a variety of topics including the fol­
lowing:

1. The pre-Islamic period
2. Praise of the Prophet Muhammad
3. Islamic jurisprudence
4. Jihad
5. Biographies of prominent Ghanaian Muslims.
6. Genealogy of Kings and Imams
7. Tunkuyawa-an influenza after World War II .
8. Salaga civil war
9. The art of epistolography
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10. Astronomy, astrology and mathematics
11. Moral teachings and advice
12. Friday sermon
13 . Maqdmdt AL-B:ARiRi in translation
14. History of Hausaland
15. The early Europeans in Ghana.

The exact age of the collection is difficult to assess . But judging
from the themes of most of the manuscripts , it will not be far from
the truth to say that they belong mostly to the past few centuries dur­
ing the advent of the Europeans to Ghana.

The manuscripts are recent and mostly in good condition. Their
compilation dates back to about 25 years ago , when they were col­
lected from the Ghanaian 'ulama', xeroxed and the originals
returned to them.

At present, the manuscripts are all kept in a room separate from
the Library of the Institute of African Studies . The room , which is
about 30 x 40 feet square , is equipped with an air-conditioner. But
the bad state of a few of the manuscripts no doubt indicates that they
had only recently been transferred from an unsuitable place.

Most of the manuscripts are kept in large card boxes, while a few
are in envelopes deposited on the floor . New shelves and other
library facilities, such as catalogue boxes and cupboards with locks
for precious manuscripts, have been provided. It is therefore hoped
that all will be well when the manuscripts are classified and properly
arranged on the shelves. There is no cause for alarm about the safety
of the manuscripts, since most of them have already been numbered
and are about to be arranged on the shelves, with an appropriate
card provided for each of them.

There are a few unclassified manuscripts which need urgent at­
tention, in order to avoid disappearance or damage . They should
also be catalogued, to make reference to them possible.

Published catalogues:
1962. Checklist ofArabic worksfrom Ghana. By OSMANU ESHAKA Bovo,
THOMAS HODGKIN & IVOR WILKS. Legon : Institute of African
Studies.

1965 - 68. Arabic MSS Collection. By B. MARTIN, K.O. ODOOM &
J.J. HOLDEN. Introd. by IVOR WILKS. University of Ghana, Institute of
African Studies: Research Review, 2 i, 1965, pp . 17-31 ; 2 ii, 1966,
pp. 8-22; 4 i, 1967, pp. 30-73; 4 ii, 1968, pp . 66-102.
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Details of 252 MSS, including authors , titles , subject-matter,
dates , provenance, number of leaves, dimensions, cross-references
to other copies, notes.

Unpublished catalogues:
Typescript list ofIASAR 1-465 (but with some gaps) . Details as in
1965- 68 publication (see above).
Typescript list of "Islamic MSS at the Institute of African Studies
Library which have not been catalogued". 22 MSS.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

'Awwad, Kiirkis. Faharis al-makhtiitii: al-iarabiyafi 'l-idlam. Kuwait:
Maihad al-Makhtutat al-'Arabiya. 1984. 2 vols.

Ghana: Vol. 2, p. 109.

Manuscript collections and archives. Arabic Literature in Africa, 1,
1985, pp. 15-20.

Pearson, J.D. Index Islamicus: Second Supplement, 1961-1965: a cata­
logue of articles on Islamic subjects in periodicals and other collective publica­
tions. Cambridge, 1967.

Catalogues: Manuscripts: Africa , p. 12.

Sezgin, Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Bd VI. Leiden,
1978.

Bibliotheken und Handschriftensammlungen: Ghana, p. 344 .
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

There are numerous Islamic MSS scattered throughout Greece, of
which a complete survey remains to be made.

The published catalogues ofMSS collections in Greece are nearly
all in the Greek language, and their descriptions ofIslamic MSS are
generally incomplete and defective. But there has been some effort
in recent years to classify and catalogue some of those whose con­
tents are important.

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

ATHENS

Benaki Museum

Odos Koumbari 1
10674 Athens
Tel.: 01-3611617
Date of establishment: 1930
Status: Art & historical museum
Description of collection: This museum has an important collection of
Islamic art objects, but it has not been possible to establish whether
these include MSS. PEARSON, 1971 (see Bibliographical Appendix
below) mentions Turkish MSS written in Greek script.

Bibtiotheke tes Boules (Library of the Parliament of the Greeks)

Syntagma Square, Athens
Tel.: 01-3238434
Date of establishment: 1845
Status: Parliamentary library
Conditions ofaccess: Open to the public on production of identity card
and subject to security control. One or two days' notice advisable
to consult MSS; difficulties may be encountered.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 09.00-14.00 (incl. manu­
script hall); 18.00-20.30 (not manuscript hall).

Total number of Islamic MSS: 102 (58 Arabic; Persian; Turkish).
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Description of collection: The fields represented include: astronomy
and astrology , arithmetic, geometry , pharmacology, theology , his­
tory and lexicography; there are also a couple of Qur'ans. The MSS
were copied in the 9th - 12th centuries AH. Several MSS are illumi­
nated and possess artistic merit. Two of the most important and
valuable MSS are: a work on astronomy in Arabic written by
MU~AMMAD IBN IBRAHIM IBN BAJJ SULAYMAN , written in 856 AH
[1452 CE] ; and a copy of the Mufraddt of IBN AL-BAYTAR on
pharmacology, written in the 11 th century AH. No published
catalogue.
Unpublished catalogues: 19 MSS have been catalogued in detail. For
the rest, either cards or handlists have been prepared which are
available in the library: the information given is poor and inac­
curate.

Ethriike Bibliotheke (National Library)

32, Panepistimiou str. , Athens
Tel. : 01-3614413
Date of establishment: 1829
Status: National library
Conditions of access: Credentials required: proof of identity and aca ­
demic status. One to two days' delay after applying for the MSS
needed.

Opening hours: Monday - Friday, 09 .00 - 14.30; 17.00-20.30.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 19 (3 Arabic; 8 Persian; 8 Turkish).
Description of collection: There are two Qur'ans, the first dated 1077
AH [1666/67 CEl, while the second is undated ; also a four-volume
Greek-Arabic lexicon of herbs. The Persian MSS include a history
of Iran in 3 volumes, the rest being mostly poetic anthologies
(divans). The Turkish MSS are also of great interest. Especially
notable is MS. No. 1827, 319ff., by KARAl;ELEBI-ZADE ABDULAZIZ
EFENDI, on the history of the world and of Turkey, in 4 parts .
Published catalogues:
1892. Katalogos ton kheirograftn tis Ethikis Bibliothikis tis Hellados . By
IOANNES SAKKELION and ALKIBIADES 1. SAKKELION. Athens. 339pp .

Arabisti, p. 304, nos. 1809-10; Persisti , pp . 304-305 , nos .
1811-17; Tourkisti, pp. 306-307, nos. 1827-35. Descriptions
entirely in Greek.



GREECE-ATHENS 379

1941. Gli studi orientalistici in Grecia. By E. Rossi. Oriente Moderno,
21, 1941, pp . 538 - 547 .

Incl. some details of the Library 's Islamic MSS, and mentions
also an additional Turkish MS. and other documents.
Uncatalogued MSS: Further uncatalogued items are believed to exist
in the Library .

Gennadius Library (Gennadeion)

Odos Sou idias 61, Athens
Date of establishment: 1926
Status: Research library
Description of collection: The library belongs to the American School
of Classical Studies, to which it was endowed by the bibliophile
IOANNES GENNADIOS QOHN GENNADIUS), whose own collection forms
the nucleus of it.

Full details of the small Islamic MSS collection are not readily
available , but it is known to contain a 19th-century copy of 'ATTAR'S
Masuiqal-tayr and an undated Dioiin ofI:IASAN-1 DIHLAVI, both in fine
bindings; and a number of other Arabic, Persian and Turkish MSS,
some notable for their calligraphy, as well as Turkish documents .
See :
1941. Gli studi orientalistici .. . by E. ROSSI (details abo ve).

1955. La Bibliotheque Gennadeion: son histoire et ses collections.
By PETER TOPPING . L 'Hellenisme Contemporain, II/9, 1955, pp. 121­
148.

1964. Portrait of a bibliophile XII : JOANNES GENNADIUS, 1844­
1932. By F.R. WALTON . Book Collector, 13, 1964, pp . 305-326.

Mentions a " short MS. of Achmet" [A~MAD IBN SIRIN] bound
with an editio princeps of ARTEMIDORUS, 1518 (but this may be in
Latin or Greek) .

1968 . Catalogue of the Gennadius Library, American School of Classical
Studies at Athens. Volume 1. Boston (USA): Hall.

This catalogue does not apparently include any Islamic MSS, but
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the Introduction by F.R. WALTON states that "the Library has . . .
a portion of the archives of ALI PASHA OF TEBELEN (1744-1822)"
(p . iv) and that "it is hoped that at some future time a catalogue of
the non-Greek manuscripts can be made" (p . v).
Published catalogues:
1924. Selected bindings from the Gennadius Library. By Lucy ALLEN
PATON. Cambridge: American School of Classical Studies at
Athens.

Persian MSS, p. 18 and plates IX-XI.
Unpublished catalogues: A typewritten catalogue, including the Islamic
MSS, is available in the Library .

CORFU

Anagnostike Hetaireia Kerkyras (Corfu Reading Society)

120 Capodistria street, Corfu
Tel.: 0661-39528
Date of establishment: 1836
Conditions of access: Credentials required : proof of identity & aca­
demic status.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 09.00 -14.30.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 8 (6 Arabic; 2 Turkish).
Description of collection: The collection contains one bilingual Arabic­
Italian MS., dated 1812 CE, with Arabic poem dedicated to
FREDERICK NORTH upon his arrival in Aleppo. Another MS., dated
1211 AH [1796/97 CE], is a catalogue of Arabic books: history,
poetry, literature, geography, etc. The most important MS., which
unfortunately is undated, refers to the social, economic and political
history and customs of the Arab tribes in Lebanon and their in­
dependence of the Caliphate . MS. No. A7 deals with the civilisation
of the Druzes of Lebanon, their religion, science, etc.
Published catalogues:
1984. Kerkyraiko Arkheio Guilford katalogos. By DAFNE I.D. KYRIAKE.
Corfu : Anagnostike Hetaireia Kerkyras. 183pp.

Islamic MSS (AI-A8), pp. 161-163. Descriptions in Greek.



HERAKLION

GREECE-HERAKLlON 381

Bikelaia Demorike Bibliotheke (Vikelaia Municipal Library)

El. Venizelou Square
71202 Heraklion, Crete
Tel.: 081-246551
Status: Public library
Conditions of access: Credentials required: proof of identity & aca­
demic status.

Opening hours: Monday - Friday, 08 .30 -14.00 & 17.00 - 20.00.
Description of collection: This is the largest collection of Islamic MSS
in Greece. It is largely virgin soil. Countless MSS are still uncata­
logued, unnumbered & unclassified. This large collection contains
among others:
1) A great number of Islamic MSS in various languages, especially

Turkish, Arabic, Greek & Persian. The subject matter covered
by these MSS includes history, Sufism, tafsir, fiqh , Qur)iin , etc.

2) 204 codices of the Shari-a Court of Heraklion (Candia) .
3) 197 codices of waqfs.
4) 107 mortgage books.
5) Ca. 11,000 documents and 75 codices translated into Greek

during the period 1898 - 1933 by the Office of Translations, held
by the Greek-Turkish committee of exchange.

6) 9 volumes (ca . 10,000 documents) unclassified.
7) 43 miscellaneous volumes (130ff. each) and 240 files (ca. 53,630

various documents & 26 miscellaneous volumes) .
The MSS are oflong format and written on Turkish paper known

as Alikurna. Their binding is mostly of leather with gilt decoration.
The codices of the Shari-a Court are ofgreat historical importance

since the Qii<;lis, under the Ottoman Empire , were the absolute exe­
cutors of the Holy Law (Shari-a).

The MSS are in clear writing; some are damaged and in very bad
condition. But the Municipality of Heraklion is making great efforts
to preserve them. Warm thanks are due to the director of the
Municipal Library, Mr. N. YANNADAKIS, and to Mr. A. SAVVAKIS,
for their co-operation and hospitality .
Published catalogues:
1984 - 87. Bikelaia Demotike Bibliotheke Herakleiou . Metaphraseis
Tourkikiin historikOn engraftn aforonton eis tin historian tis Kraes, By
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NIKOLAOS S. STAURINIDES. Heraklion : Demos Herakleiou. 5 vols.
Details and Greek translations of 2,840 Turkish documents.

RHODES

Fethi Pasa Foundation

This Turkish waqflibrary owns a number of important large-format
early Qur'an MSS. See The Times, 4 October 1991.

Further details of its holdings are not yet available.

Tourkike Bibliotheke (Turkish Library)

Date of establishment: 1793
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 100 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish).
Description of collection: Founded by HAFIZ AHMED ACA, by the
mid-19th century this Library contained over 600 MSS, with a
learned librarian, and was in regular use by local medrese students .
However, by the 1920s, after the Italian occupation of Rhodes, this
collection, or most of it, had disappeared from the island. The
library continued, however, to house MSS, and in 1965 UTAS (see
below) saw about 100 there, including Persian divans. It is not clear
whether these are part of the original collection or not, but the poets
mentioned by UTAS (I:I;'F1~, SA(01 and S;"IB) are all included in the
catalogue compiled in 1836 and published in 1858. See:

1847. Travels in Lycia, Milyas, and the Cibyratis. By T.A.B. SPRATT &
E. FORBES. London: Van Voorst.

Vol. II, pp. 6-7: Public library at Rhodes; Establishments for
education.

1849. Eine orientalische Bibliothek in Rhodus. Zeitschrift der Deut­
schen Morgenldndischen Gesellschajt, 3, 1849, p. 120.

1852. Ueber eine Bibliothek zu Rhodus. By [G.] FLiicEL. Zeitschrift
der Deutschen Morgenldndischen Gesellschaft, 6, 1852 , pp. 541- 544.

Describes the catalogue, of which a MS. copy existed in Vienna,
and its contents .
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1927. Assedio e conquista di Rodi ne11522, secondo le relazioni edite ed ine­
dite dei Turchi; con una notizia sulla biblioteca HAFIZ di Rodi. By ETTORE
Rossi . Rome: Bardi , 1927.

1930. Manoscrittiecarteorientali nelle biblioteche e negli archivi d'ltalia . By
GIUSEPPE GABRIELI. Florence: Olschki, 1930.

Rodi , p. 36. No .2: "Nulla di questa collezione di AHMED AGA
si conserva piu a Rodi" .

1933 - 34. Information on the library was published in Accademie e
Biblioteche d 'ltalia, 7, 1933 - 34, pp. 249 - 251, according to PEARSON,
1971 (see Bibliographical Appendix below).

1971. Notes on some public and semi-public libraries in the Near
and Middle East containing Persian and other Moslem
manuscripts. By Bo UTAS. Acta Orientalia , 33,1971, pp . 169-192.

V. Rhodes , p . 180.

Published catalogues:
1858. Kashf al-zuniin (an asdmi 'l-kutub uia-'l-funiin. Lexicon bibliogra­
phicum et encyclopeedicum [by I:IAJJI KHALIFA] . Ed. G. FLUEGEL.
Tomus septimus. London : Oriental Translation Fund.

IV. Catalogus librorum manuscriptorum in insula Rhodo asser­
vatorum, pp. 38-49. Edited from a MS. dated 1251 AH [1836 CEl
in Vienna. See 1852 article above.

Unpublished catalogue: In addition to the aforementioned Vienna
MS., there was, according to UTAS (see 1971 article above), a hand­
written catalogue in the keeping of the director of the Library in
1965.

SALONICA (Thessaloniki)

Historikon Arkheion Makedonias

Panepistemion Makedonias (temporarily)
Thessaloniki , Greece
Tel.: 031-855255
Date of establishment: 1954
Status: Public archives
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Conditions of access: Credentials required: proof of identity & aca­
demic status.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 08.30-14.30.
Total number of Islamic MSS: over 2,000 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish).
Description of collection: There are a large number of Islamic MSS.
The collection is still not classified and enumerated. Most of the
Islamic MSS are written in Turkish or Arabic, but some are in Per­
sian. The fields covered are history,jiqh, tafsir, Sufism, geography,
etc. The Arabic texts especially are mostly copies of ancient Arabo­
Islamic sources. The Turkish MSS cover the historical period be­
tween the 17th and 20th centuries CEo See:
1991. Mnimdn , 13, 1991 , pp . 310-327.

Thessaloniki University: Central Library

54006 Thessaloniki
Tel. : 031-991618 or 992862
Date of establishment: 1925
Conditions of access: Credentials required: proof of identity & aca­
demic status.

Opening hours: Monday-Friday, 09.00-20.30. MSS Room
open only in the mornings.

Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (1 Arabic; 1 Turkish).
Description of collection: These two MSS belong to the Library of
Ancient History and Classical Studies in the School of Philosophy.

The Arabic one is an illuminated Qur/an , dated 1827, in a leather
binding with gilt decoration .

The Turkish MS. is written in Greek script and is oflate 19th- or
early 20th-century date . It is a treatise on popular medicine and
magic prescriptions.

A catalogue of the University's MSS, by L. POLITES & others, was
published in 1991.
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INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

BUDAPEST

Egyetemi Konyvtar (University Library of the Eotvos Lorand
University)

Karolyi Mihaly u. 10, Budapest V
Date of establishment: 1635
Status: Public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 11 (5 Arabic; 1 Malay (?); 1 Persian;
4 Turkish).
Description of collection: The MSS belong to the last few centuries, are
in an appropriate condition and are kept in a suitable place. Subject
matter includes the Qur'an, theology, Arabic grammar, prayers,
catechisms, eulogy of the Prophet and inventories. The Malay MS .
is mentioned in passing by Lanyon-Orgill (see Bibliographical
Appendix below), p. 69.
Published catalogues:
1881. Catalogus codicum Bibliothecae Universitatis R. Scientiarum
Budapestinensis , Edited by ALEXANDER [SANDOR1SZILAGYI. Budapest.
Codices Arabici (by IGNACZ GOLDZIHER) , pp . 102-104; Codices
Turcici (by ARON SZILADY) , pp. 104-110 .

Descriptions (in Latin) comprise format , classmark, number of
leaves , title , author, incipit, former owner(s), subject.
Unpublished catalogue: Card catalogue (in Latin), which includes the
Persian MS ., but gives only size, script and former owner.

Eotvos Lorand Tudomanyegyetem, Arab Tanszek (Department
of Arabic Studies, Eotvos Lorand University)

Izabella u. 46, Budapest VI
Date of establishment: The University was founded in 1635; the
Department was established in 1873.
Status: University departmental library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4 (Arabic).
Description ofcollection: The MSS were transferred from the Depart­
ment of Turkish in the 1960s. They belong to the last few centuries,
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are in an appropriate condition and are kept in a suitable place . The
subjects include theology and sciences. Not catalogued.

Fodor Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 9 (Arabic), plus 20 amulet scrolls .
Description of collection: The MSS have been collected by ALEXANDER
FODOR since the 1970s. They belong to the last few centuries and are
in an appropriate condition (except for one which needs restoration)
and are kept in a suitable place . The subjects include magic and
theology . Not catalogued.

Magyar Tudomanyos Akademia Kdnyvtara (Library of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences)

Roosevelt ter 9, Budapest V
Date of establishment: The Academy was founded in 1825 and an
Oriental Collection inside the Library was established in 1950.
Status: Public scientific library
Total number of Islamic MSS : 895 (151 Arabic; 144 Persian;
600 Turkish).
Description of collection: The Library holds the former private collec­
tions of ARMIN VAMBERY, DANIEL SZILAGYI, SANDOR KEGL and
others. The MSS are in an appropriate condition and are kept in a
suitable place. They date mostly from the last few centuries.

The Arabic MSS are on the following subjects: Qur)~n, hadith,
theology, law, logic, philosophy, prayer books, rhetoric, mathemat­
ics, pedagogy, biography, hippiatry, history, didactic literature and
adab, poetry, magic and Christian Arabic works.

Of the Persian MSS, nearly half are poetic works; the rest re­
late to history, ethics, philosophy, law, Sufism, grammar, lexi­
cography, medicine, pharmacopoeia, astronomy, cosmography and
topography.

The subjects of the Turkish MSS include linguistics, correspon­
dence, law, poetry, history, astronomy, belles-lettres, religion and
the art of war.

Except for 11 Persian MSS (see below), there are no published
catalogues, but some information on the holdings can be found in
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1916. Keleti keziratok es konyvek VAMBERY kdnyvtarabol [Oriental
manuscripts and books from Vambery's library], Akadimiai Ertesito
[Bulletin of the Academy], 1916, pp. 660 sqq.

1978.Jubilee Volume of theOriental Collection 1951 -1976: papers present­
ed on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Oriental Collection of the
Library of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Ed . Eva Apor. (Keleti
Tanulmanyok / Oriental Studies, 2.) Budapest.

See especially E. ApOR on the Persian MSS , pp. 35-42 , and
A. HORVATH on the Turkish MSS, pp. 95 -103.

1981. The Oriental Collection of the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences. By E. ApOR-SZEIDOVITZ. UNESCO Journal of Information
Science, Librarianship & Archives Administration , 3, 1981, pp . 49 -54.

1984. Turkish manuscripts: cataloguing since 1960 and manu­
scripts stilI uncatalogued. Part 4: Hungary, Czechoslovakia,
Poland, Great Britain, Ireland, the Netherlands, Belgium, France,
Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, Finland, United States,
Canada. By Eleazar BIRNBAUM. Journalof theAmerican Oriental Society ,
104, 1984, pp. 303-314.

The section on Hungary, pp . 303-304, deals only with the
Academy, and draws mainly on theJubilee Volume, 1978 (see above) .

Published catalogue:
1971. The Persian manuscripts of the VAMBERY-Bequest. By EVE ApOR.
(A Magyar Tudornanyos Akadernia Konyvtaranak Kiadvanyai /
Publicationes Bibliothecae Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae ,
62.) Budapest.

Catalogue of 11 MSS (Pers. 0.43-50 & 52-53 ; Pers. F. 14),
giving authors, titles , dates , bindings, no . of folios, measurements,
lines per page , paper, illumination, scripts, defects , annotations,
names of scribes (if known), incipits , explicits, literary contents.

Unpublished catalogues:
A Catalogue of theArabic Manuscripts, compiled by M . MAROT in the

1970s, typewritten, 259pp.
The following codicological details are given: Library classmark,

subject, author, title, incipit, first phrase following the hamdala , last
words of colophon, date of copying, literature references to
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Brockelmann's GAL and Sezgin's GAS, binding, paper, number of
leaves and blank leaves, size of the leaves and written surfaces, style
of script, number of lines, colour of ink, description of title-page,
names of copyists, date and provenance. The Catalogue also high­
lights some more interesting pieces of the collection. Indexes of
authors, titles, subject, copyists, possessors, incipits are included .

A Catalogue of the Persian Manuscripts, compiled by EVA JEREML4.S in
the 1970s, typewritten, 311pp.

The Catalogue follows the arrangement of the catalogue ofArabic
Manuscripts mentioned above, and also indicates the more remark­
able pieces.

For the Turkish MSS, there are only handwritten cards which
usually contain the following data: format , library classmark, sub­
ject, author, title, incipit, number of leaves and lines , binding, date
of copying.

Orszagos Szechenyi Konyvtar (National Szechenyi Library)

Budavari Palota (Buda Castle), Budapest I
Date of establishment: 1802
Status: National public library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 91 (39 Arabic; 7 Persian; 45 Turkish) .
Description of collection : The MSS belong to the last few centuries, are
in an appropriate condition and are kept in a suitable place . The
Arabic MSS include copies of the Qur'iin and works on tafsir, law ,
dogmatics, theology, rhetoric, grammar and calendars . The Persian
MSS consist of poetry , letters and the Gospels in Persian . The Tur­
kish MSS comprise poetry, a novel, commentary on poetry, and
works on theology, mawlid, administration , ceremonies, alchemy
and occult sciences. The Arabic-Turkish MSS contain prayer
books, amulets and calendars .
Published catalogues:
1880. A magyar nemzeti rmizeumi konyvtar keleti keziratai , By
IGNACZ GOLDZIHER. Magyar kiinyuszemle, 1880 , pp . 102 -125 ; 222 ­
243 .

Descriptions of 57 MSS (23 Arabic , 6 Persian , 10 Turkish and 18
Arabic-Turkish). The Catalogue gives library classmark, format ,
number ofleaves, title , author, contents, binding, sometimes script ,
occasionally colophon in Hungarian translation , provenance &
former owners .
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Unpublishedcatalogue: There is a handwritten catalogue in Latin en­
titled Inuentarium Codicum Manuscriptorum Medii Aevi Variae Linguae,
which contains: Inventarium Codicum Manuscriptorum Arabico­
rum Bibliothecae Szechenyiano-Regnicolaris, pp . 175-184; Inven­
tarium Codicum Manuscriptorum Turcicorum Bibliothecae Sze­
chenyiano-Regnicolaris, pp. 187 -200; Inventarium Codicum
Manuscriptorum Persorum Bibliothecae Szechenyiano-Regnico­
laris, pp. 205 - 209 . This catalogue covers all MSS of the collection
and gives the following details: format, library classmark, author, ti­
tle, date, number of leaves, provenance & former owners.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

CAwwiid, Kiirkis. Fahiiris al-makhiiudt al-Sarabiyafi 'l-ciilam. Kuwait :
Maihad al-Makhtiitat al-CArahiya. 1984. 2 vols.

Lists catalogues and publications about Arabic manuscripts all
over the world . Hungary, vol . 2, p . 201 .

Birnbaum, Eleazar. Turkish manuscripts: cataloguing since 1960
and manuscripts still uncatalogued. Part 4: Hungary, Czecho­
slovakia, Poland, Great Britain, Ireland , the Netherlands, Belgium,
France, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, Finland, United
States, Canada. Journal of theAmerican Oriental Society, 104, 1984, pp.
303-314.

Hungary is described on pp. 303 - 304. The article describes the
Turkish collections and the state of their catalogues, published and
unpublished.

Huisman, A.J.W. Les manuscrits arabes dans le monde: une bibliographie
des catalogues. Leiden: E.J . Brill, 1967. 84pp.

A bibliography of published catalogues dealing only with Arabic
MSS. Hungary, p. 33.

Lanyon-Orgill, P.A. A survey oflndonesian manuscripts .Journal of
Austronesian Studies, 1 iii, 1958, pp. 64-72 .

Reference to Budapest on p. 69.

Mikhailova, I.B. and Khalidov, A.B. Bibliografiya arabskikh rukopisei.
Moscow: Nauka, 1982 . 302pp.

Bibliography of catalogues and surveys of Arabic MSS . Hungary,
p.60 .
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Pearson, J.D. Oriental manuscripts in Europeand NorthAmerica : a survey.
Zug: Inter Documentation Company, 1971 (Bibliotheca Asia­
tica, 7.) 515pp .

This is a Reference work listing known collect ions and catalogues
published and unpublished . Hungary, pp . 246 & 407.
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UNION CATALOGUES

1917 -1918. Notes on important Arabic and Persian manuscripts
found in various libraries, in India. By HAFIZ NAZIR AHMAD.Journal
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, N. S. 13, 1917 , pp. LXXVII ­
CXXXIX; 14, 1918, pp . CXCIX-CCCLVL

Gives subject matter, style of calligraphy, date/colophon if any,
incipit, name and place of library. Information given is meagre.
Sometimes the explicit and the scribe's name is also given.

1350 [1931-1932]. Tadhkirat al-natuddir min al-makhtiudt al-Sarabiya .
By HASHIM AL-NADwi. Hyderabad. 228pp.

Lists works in 12 Indian libraries, with locations.
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1936. Further notes on the Arabic alchemical manuscripts in the
libraries ofIndia. By H.E. STAPLETON. Isis , 26, 1936, pp. 127-131.

1947. Guzdrish-i safar-i Hind. By G. SIDDIQI. Teheran , 1326.
On Arabic & Persian MSS in 5 Indian libraries.

1947. Biizdid-i kitabkhanah)ha-yi Hindiistiin, By cA. JAWAHIRKALAM.
Teheran, 1326.

1951. NaJii)is-i kitabkhanah)ha-yi isldmi-i Hindiistdn , By S. NAFISI.
Majallah-)i Paydm -i Naw, 5 v, 1951, pp. 58-61.

1964. Manuscripts from Indian collections: descriptive catalogue. New
Delhi : National Museum, 113pp.

1 Turkish, 13 Arabic and several Persian MSS from various col­
lections.

1965. The sources ofofArabian musica. An annotated bibliography ofArabic
manuscripts which deal with the theory, practice, and history ofArabian music
from the eighth to the seventeenth century. By HENRY GEORGE FARMER.
Leiden: Brill. 71pp.

A bibliography of known works on music with locations of known
copies, including those in Hyderabad & Rampur.

1967. Makhtutat al-miisiqii 'I-Carabryafi 'I-calam. III: Makhtueiit ai-Hind,

Bdkistdn, Afghanistan. By Z. YUSUF. Baghdad.

1969 -. Fihrist-i nuskhah)ha-yi khatti-i Jiirsz. By Af.iMAD MUNZAVI.
Tehran: Regional Cultural Institute. 6 vols.

A cumulative catalogue of 85 Persian MSS drawn from published
catalogues giving locations of MSS (73 catalogues from Iran & 12
from elsewhere, including India).

1986. New manuscript findings from Indian libraries. By H.
DAIBER. Manuscripts of the Middle East, 1, 1986, pp. 26 - 48.

Some information about heretofore unknown collections, new
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catalogues and lists, and facts. Aligarh, Delhi , Hyderabad
(Deccan), Jaipur, Lucknow, Rampur and Tonk.

1988. Bhdrat mel!: maMJtutat ki fihristen, By SAYYID c.Jrif Naioshiihi,
Lahore: Maghribi Pakistan Urdu Ikaidami, 160pp . (K itabiyat-i
Islam, 3).

Union list of Urdu manuscripts in India.

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

ANDHRA PRADESH

HYDERABAD

General

1966. Union catalogue oj Arabic and Persian medical manuscripts in the
libraries oj Hyderabad. By M. AZEEZ PASHA. Hyderabad.

Hyderabad Museum Library

In 1986 H . DAIBER stated that the State Archaeological Museum held
117 MSS, of which 43 are Arabic texts, mainly copies of the Qur)an.
Published catalogues:
1953 . Catalogue oj Arabic, Persian and Urdu manuscripts in the Hyderabad
Museum. By MUHAMMAD GHAUSE. Hyderabad : Govt. Press, 132pp .

Particulars given: title , registration no . , size, no . of folios, no . of
lines , language , subject , illustration , illumination and decoration,
marginal glosses , seals , script, binding, copyist , date of transcrip­
tion, subject, condition of the MS. , colophon.

Idara Adabiyat-i Urdu Library

Hyderabad
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 1,426 (mostly Urdu, but including
Arabic & Persian) .
Published catalogues:
1943 - 1959. Tazkirah-yi Urdu ma~btu tal , yaCni Kutub Khanah -y i
Idiirah-yi Adabiyat-i Urdu ke fir] do sau pachhauar maMJtulat ka tafsili
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tazkira. By MUI;IIYYAL-DIN QADIRI ZOR. Hyderabad; reprinted
Delhi: Taraqqi-i Urdu Biyiiro, 1984. 5 vols.

Particulars given: title , author, no . of pages, no. of lines, size,
style, headings, date of composition, date of transcription, detailed
description of every MS ., incipit and explicit in every case and
detailed analysis . Vol. I describes 276 MSS, 396pp.; Vol. II 500
Arabic, Persian , Urdu and Hindi MSS, 228pp.; Vol. III 200 Urdu
MSS, 384pp.; Vol. IV 200 Urdu MSS, 292pp.; Vol. V 250 Urdu,
Arabic & Persian MSS , 340pp.

Jamica Nizamiya, Unani T'ibbi College

Hyderabad
Published catalogues:
1963. List of Arabic medical manuscripts in Government Unani
Tibbi College, Hyderabad. Bulletin of the Department of the History of
Medicine (Hyderabad), 1, 1963, pp . 188-189.

Nawab Faylsuf Jung

Hyderabad
Status: Private
Published catalogue:

Catalogueof the Arabic, Persian books and manuscripts in the library of the
Nawab FaylsufJung . By ABU YUSUF AHMAD MOHIYAD-DIN HUSAIN
FAROOQI. Hyderabad : Shamsi Press.

Oriental Manuscripts Library and Research Institute
(formerly Asafiya Library)

Hyderabad
Dateofestablishment: 1975. Moved to its present rented accommoda­
tion in 1983 . The A~afiya Library was founded in 1890 .
Status: Public library
Conditions of access: Open on all working days 10.30 -17.00. Only
established scholars are permitted to study the manuscripts after
obtaining special permission.
TotalnumberofIslamic MSS: 16,963 (6 ,337 Arabic; 13 Hindi-Persian;
3 Pashto; 8 ,915 Persian ; 4 Punjabi; 3 Sindhi; 14 Turkish; 1,674
Urdu) .
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Description ofcollection: The Libraries of NAWAB 'IMAD AL-MuLK and
NAWAB A'~AM YARJUNG were donated by their heirs or successors .
See :

1988. Handbook of Andhra Pradesh Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library and Research Institute. By V. V. L. N ARASIMHA RAo and
V . SARALA KUMI. Hyderabad, 67pp .

1991. Andhra Pradesh Government Oriental Manuscripts Library
and Research Institute , Hyderabad. By V. VENKATAPPAIAH. In:
Handbook ofLibraries , Archives & Information Centres in India. Ed . B.M.
GUPTA , New Delhi : Aditya Prakashan, Vol. 9 ii, pp . 261-265.

The following are the five most important, old and rare manuscripts
of this library:

(i) An illuminated MS. of the Qur)an transcribed in 1264 C.E. by
YAQUT AL-MuSTA'~IMI , the celebrated calligrapher. It once
belonged to the library of SULTAN MUl;IAMMAD QUTB OF
GOLCONDA.

(ii) A rare and illuminated copy of a Qur)an Commentary in Per­
sian , entitled Jamharat al-Tafsir by MULLA I:IUSAYN VA'I~ AL­
KASHIFI, which once belonged to the royal library of Golconda.

(iii) An autograph copy, dated 1348 C.E. of Khuliisat al-Badr al­
Munir on Shafi'Tlaw, by 'ALI AL-ANDALUsI (d. 1401 C.E.).

(iv) An old, rare and valuable copy of three works, Faysal al-Tofnqa,
Qjstas al-Mustaqim and Mishkdt al-Antodr by IMAM SHADHILI,
dated 1123 C.E.

(v) A very early MS. of the Diodn-i HAFI?, made only 25 years after
the death of the poet, in 1315 C .E.

Published catalogues:
1900. KutublsMna-iA-iafiya-iSarkar-i'All. Hyderabad: Shamsi Press,
1308; Vol. I Arabic, Persian & Urdu printed books and MSS,
recording title, author, date of composition, date of death and date
of transcription, language, whether MS. or printed book, particu­
lars in tabular form .

1914 - 1936. Fihnst-i kutub-i 'arab! va firsl va urdu bi-Kutubkhdnah-i
A-iafiyah. By Syed TA~ADDuQ I:IUSAIN AL-KANTURI. Hyderabad:
1332-1355.4 vols. Vol. 2 (1333/1914), (pp. 833-1796). From the
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establishment of the Library 1300 Shamsi to 1321 Shamsi or 1330
Hijri; Vol. 3 (1347/1928), 759pp., from 1331-1344 or 1322/1334;
Vol. 4 (1355/1936).

1931-1932. See Union Catalogue by NADWI.

1932. Note on the Arabic MSS on alchemy in the A.safiyah Library,
Hyderabad (Deccan), India. By H.E. STAPLETON . Archeion, 14,
1932, pp. 57 -61.

1938. Fihrist-i mas.JJru~-ibac¢-i kutub-i nafisah-i qalamiyah-imakheiinah-i
kutub!£.hanah-i A~afiyah-i Sarkar-i CAli". Hyderabad, 1357,2 vols.

1961. Descriptive catalogue of Urdu manuscripts. By NASIRUDDIN
HASHMI. Hyderabad? 2 vols.

Describes 1343 Urdu MSS.

1985. An alphabetical subjectunse index of Urdu manuscripts available in
Andhra Pradesh Government Oriental Manuscripts Library and Research In­

stitute. By MIR KARAMATH ALI. Hyderabad, 106pp.
Alphabetical index of Urdu, Turkish, Punjabi, Sindhi, Pashto,

Hindi and English manuscripts.

1986. See Union Catalogue by DAIBER.

1988. Fihrist-i ma!sfJ,{u{iit-i Urdu dauduin va kullryiit. By RAFcAT
RII;>vANA . Hyderabad, 220pp. Vol. 1.

Describes 121 MSS of Urdu poetry. Volume two is in press. Par­
ticulars given: MS. no., subject, folios, no . of lines per page, size
of writing, paper, style of calligraphy, scribe's name and date of
transcription, if any, short description of the contents, incipit, ex­
plicit, additional notes.
Unpublished catalogues:
The classification of Urdu , Arabic and Persian manuscripts and
preparation of comprehensive catalogues are in progress.

The complete lists of manuscripts in Urdu , Arabic, and Persian ,
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etc . are contained in four registers. The manuscripts are recorded
by subject and language in the hand list.

Osmania University Library

Hyderabad
Date of establishment: 1918; moved to the new building in 1963
Conditions of access: Open from Monday to Saturday except for the
second Saturday of every month, 10.00-16.30. To consult the
manuscripts, a letter of recommendation from an institution or
university is required.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3,418 (1,673 Arabic; 1,371 Persian;
5 Turkish; 369 Urdu).
Description of collection : The main donors to this Library were HAKIM
MD. QASIM , MOHSINUL MULK and SIR AKBAR HYDARI.
Published catalogues:
1929. Fihrist-i Urdu makhtutiit. A catalogue of the Urdu manuscripts in the
Library of the Osmania University, Hyderabad. By (ABD AL-QADIR.
Hyderabad. 224pp.

1931- 1932 . See the Union Catalogue by NADWI.

1963. List of Arabic & Persian medical manuscripts in Osmania
University , H yde rabad. Bulletinof theDepartment of theHistory ofM edi­
cine (Hyderabad), 1, 1963, pp . 50-53 .

1963. Treatises of historical interest in the Osmania University
Library . By AZIZ PASHA. Bulletin of the Department of the History of
M edicine (Hyderabad) , 1, 1963, pp . 54 - 56.

1986. See the Union Catalogue by DAIBER.

Unpublishedcatalogues:
Only one catalogue of 147 U rdu manuscripts has been compiled and
will be available for use shortly . For all other manuscripts, Card
Catalogues are available in the Library.

Sa(idiya Library

Hyderabad
Status: Private library, not open to the public
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Total number o] Islamic MSS: 3,141 (mostly Arabic, some Persian).
Description of collection: Named after MUFTI Mm;IAMMAD SAcID, a
learned man of Hyderabad, it contains important and rare Islamic
manuscripts mostly in Arabic. There are many works of QAQI
MAI;IMUD OF BIJAPUR (d . 1586 C .E.) and his descendants. A hand­
written list is available. See :

1937. The Sacidiyah Library . By B. HUSAIN. Hyderabad.
Appendix 2 contains short notes on some of the MSS.

1956. Some Illuminated Persian MSS in the Sa'Idiyah Library,
Hyderabad-Dn. By KLAUS FISCHER. Islamic Culture, 30, 1956, pp.
36-39.

The following are four important old and rare manuscripts of this
library:

(i) A MS. of al- Tibyiin fi I'riib al-QuiJiin on the orthography of the
Qur)an, transcribed in 1231 C.E.

(ii) An early MS. ofa few parts of the rare Ta'rikh-Dimashq OfI:IAFI~

IBN cASAKIR (d . 1126 C.E.) on the History of Damascus tran­
scribed by the author's son, and subsequently read by students
with the author as well as with the copyist. Several volumes of
this history of Damascus have been published recently by the
Arab Academy of (Damascus) Syria.

(iii) An autograph copy of Tuifat al-Oharib , on literature , by
MUI;IAMMAD AL-DAMAMINI, dated 1430 C .E.

(iv) A highly illuminated and illustrated copy of the Gulistiin of the
13th century Persian poet SAcDI of Shiraz. It was completed in
eight years by Sharif AL-I:!USAYN IBN I:!USAYN AL-MAsHHADI in
1578 C.E. Its Nastailiq calligraphy is beautiful and artistic and
the leather-binding is inlaid with gold medallions showing a
forest scene.

Published catalogues:
1965. List of Unani medical manuscripts preserved in Sayeedia
Library, Jan Bagh, Troop Bazaar, H yderabad. Bulletin of the Depart­
ment of the History of M edicine (Hyderabad), 3, 1965 , pp . 39-40.

1968. A catalogue of Arabic manuscripts. Vol. 1. By M . GHOUSE. The
Holy Quran, Qumnic sciences, hadith , sirat and Islamic law. Hyderabad.

Describes about 700 MSS.
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1986. See the Union Catalogue by DAIBER.

Salar Jung Museum Library

405

Hyderabad
Dateof establishment: 1958 but moved to the present new building in
1968.
Conditions of access: Open every day except Fridays and public holi­
days 10.00 -17.00. Only established scholars are permitted to use
the manuscripts.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 8,519 (2,620 Arabic; 4,801 Persian and
Turkish; 1,098 Urdu).
Description of collection: Most of the manuscripts were purchased but
the entire collection belonged to the Salar J ung famil y and mostl y
to Salar Jung III, NAWAB YUSUF ALI KHAN (d. 1949).

The following are the most important, old and rare manuscripts
in the SaIar Jung Museum Library.

(i) A MS. of Macunat ai-Mucin on jurisprudence by YDSUF IBN
MUI;IAMMAD, transcribed in 1190 C.E.

(ii) A unique MS. of the Shahdnshah. Ndmah-iShahJahani, containing
an account of SHAH JAHAN'S reign including a description of his
buildings.

(iii) An autograph MS. ofJAMI's Divan which once belonged to the
Bijapur royal library.

(iv) A rare MS. belonging to Golconda Royal Library of Mathna­
vryat-i Jamali Ardastdni with a note in the hand of SULTAN
MUI;IAMMAD QUTB S!!AH .

Published catalogues: 17 catalogues of Arabic , Persian and Urdu
manuscripts have been prepared so far . Six are now printed and
only a few manuscripts have not been catalogued.

1957. KutublslJiinah-yi Naoiib Salar Jung kl Urdu qalami kitabon ki
varjiihati Fihrist (An Analytical Catalogue of the Urdu Manuscripts of the
Naudb SalarJung Library) . By NA~IR AL-DIN HASHIMI. Hyderabad:
Ibrahimiyah Press, 1376 , 843pp.

1045 MSS listed with call no., size , total no. of pages, lines per
page, style of calligraphy, paper, author, title, incipit, explicit, colo­
phon, if any.

1957- . A Catalogue of the Arabic manuscripts in the SalarJung collection.
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H yderabad. Vol. I: Preface, list of contents and concise description of
351 MSSonphilosophy, logic, theology etc. By M . NIZAMUDDIN, 1957,
256pp.

Vol. II: 367 Arabicmanuscripts of theGlorious QU,Jan, itspartsandfrag­
ments . By MUHAMMAD ASHRAF, 1962, 290pp.

A concise descriptive catalogue of theArabicmanuscripts in theSalarJung
Museum & Library. Vol. III: concerning 517 ArabicMSS of Islamic Theo­
logy (Sunni) by MUHAMMAD ASHRAF, 1978, 263pp.

Vol. IV: Concerning 448 manuscripts of Islamic theology (Shiite), by
MUHAMMAD ASHRAF, 1981, 365pp.

Vol. V: Concerning 318 manuscripts on prayers and Sufism of Islamic
theology, by MUHAMMAD ASHRAF, 1986, 257pp.

Particulars of the manuscripts as given in each catalogue: author,
title, number of lines, size, script, scribe's name, general description
and condition, old and rare manuscripts not indicated.

1957. The hidden treasures of Arabic and Persian manuscripts in
the Salar Jung Museum. By M. NIZAMUDDIN. Indo-Iranica , 10 ii,
1957, pp. 26-41.

1964. List ofArabic medical manuscripts in the SalarJ ung Oriental
Library, H yderabad. Bulletinof theDepartment of theHistory ofMedicine
(Hyderabad), 2, 1964, pp. 33 -39.

1965 -. A Catalogue of the Persian MSS in the SalarJung Museum and
Library. By MUI;IAMMAD ASHRAF. Hyderabad: Salar Jung Museum
& Library. Vol. I: Concerning 453 MSS of History, 1965, 610pp.

The collection of NAWAB ABUL-QASIM MIR YUSUF ALI KHAN
BAHADUR SALARJUNG. Includes 10 rare and valuable MSS notices.

Vol. II: Concerning 199 Persian manuscripts, biographies, geography and
travels, 1966, 287pp. + indexes.

Vol. III: MSS 653 to 1098 comprising 446 MSS, on tales, ornate prose,
prosody, logographs, 1966, 264pp. + indexes.

Vol. IV: Concerning 546 MSS of Poetry from beginning to 900 A.H.
Firdawsi toJami, 1967, 300pp. + indexes.

Covers MSS nos. 1099-1644.
Vol. V: Poetry concerning 663 MSSfrom 901 A.H. to theend. Maktabi

to Nayyar d. after 1322/1914, 1969, 392pp. + indexes.
Covers MSS nos. 1645-2277.
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Vol. VI: Concerning 123 MSS of Poetry containing works oj different
poets bound in one volume, anthologies Baydds, 1975, 168pp.

A list of rare and illustrated MSS given. Covers MSS nos.
2278-2400.

Vol. VII: Islamic Theology, 1980, 400pp. + indexes .
Covers MSS nos. 2401-3029.
Vol. VIII: Concerning 462 MSS on Islamic Theology, 1983, 461pp.
Covers MSS nos. 3030-3493 .
Vol. IX, 1988, 330pp.
Particulars given: title, author, contents, description of the differ­

ent parts, folios, lines, size in ems, incipit, explicit, script or calli­
graphy, general condition, indexes in some vols.

1986. See the Union Catalogue by DAIBER.

BIHAR

PATNA

Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library (Bankipur)

Dateojestablishment: Founded as a private Library in 1891. The first
new building was constructed between 1935 and 1938 and the
second new building was completed in 1987.
Status: Public library
Conditions of access: For the consultation of manuscripts, the library
is open every day except Friday 10.00-18.00. Bonafide scholars
should obtain a permit from the Director to consult manuscripts.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 17,036 (8,000 Arabic; 12 Pashto; 8,000
Persian; 24 Turkish; 1,000 Urdu) .
Description ofcollection: Established by MAULVI MUHAMMAD BAKHSH,
a lawyer by profession and augmented by his son, MAULVI KHUDA
BAKHSH. Eminent donors are (i) MAULVI SUBHANULLAH KHAN,
Ra'is and Zamindar of Gorakhpur, (ii) SYED KHURSHID NAWAB
Sahib of Patna City; (iii) Late Sayyid SAFDAR NAWAB, Sahib of
Patna and (iv) Sayyid MAULAVI ABDUL MAJEED Sahib of Patna.

Three important and rare manuscripts are:

(i) A very old MS. of the Qur)an in Kufic transcribed from the
copy of (ABD ALLAH IBN MAS(UD, a Companion of the Prophet.



408 INDIA-BIHAR

(ii) A very early MS . of the well-known collection of Traditions, the
SaM/; of MUSLIM, bearing autographs of eminent Traditionists.

(iii) A unique MS . of the history of Sultan FIRUZ SHAH TUGHLUQ,
called Sirat-i Firia Shdhi.

See :
1916. The Oriental Public Library, Bankipur. By J.r. HASLER.
Moslem World, 6, 1916, pp . 57 -65.

1991. Khuda Baksh Oriental Public Library. By B.M. GUPTA. In:
Handbook of Libraries, Archives and Information Centres in India. Ed.
B.M. Gupta, Vol. 9 i, pp. 88-94.

Published catalogues:

[1314} 1896 or 1897. Mahbiib al-albiibfi to'rifal-kutub ioa-tl-kuttab, By
KHUDA BAKHSH. Hyderabad.

Catalogue of the Arabic & Persian MSS in the Oriental Library.

1908 -. Catalogue of the Arabic and Persian Manuscripts in the Oriental
Public Library at Bankipore. Calcutta / Patna: Vol. 1, 1908; Vol. 2,
1910; Vol. 3, 1912; Vol. 4,1910; Vol. 5, 1920 & 1925 (2 pts); Vol.
6, 1918; Vol. 7, 1921; Vol. 8, 1925; Vol. 9, 1925; Vol. 10, 1926;
Vol. 11, 1927; Vol. 12,1927; Vol. 13, 1928; Vol. 14,1928; Vol.
15,1929; Vol. 16, 1929; Vol. 17,1930; Vol. 18, 1930 & 1932 (2 pts) ;
Vol. 19,1931 & 1933 (2 pts); Vol. 20,1936; Vol. 21,1936; Vol. 22,
1938; Vol. 23, 1939; Vol. 24, 1940; Vol. 25, 1942; Vol. 26, 1946;
Vol. 27,1961 ; Vol. 28,1971 ; Vol. 29, 1971; Vol. 30, 1970; Vol.
31 (reprint of the Supplement to the Catalogue of Persian M SS Vol. 1,
1932), 1971; Vol. 32 (reprint of the Supplement to the Catalogue of Per­
sian MSS Vol. 2, 1933), 1980; Vol. 33 (revised edition of Vol. 19
pt 2); Vol. 34, 1980.

Particulars given: serial no ., folios, lines, size in em , name of the
author, title , style of writing, date of transcription, if any, descrip­
tion of contents, reference to MSS in other libraries, details of notes
or seal , incipit & explicit, in some cases very detailed description of
the contents.

1918 -1965. Fihrist-i dasti-i kutub-i qalami-i La'ibriri-yi mauqiifah-yi
khan BahddurKhuddbakhsli . . . musammd bi-Mifta/; al-kunia al-khafiyah.
Vols . I and II . By Maulavi cABDULI;iAMID & E.n. Ross . Patna 1918,
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1922. Vol. III by Saiyid ATHAR SHIR. Patna 1965.
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1920. An Eastern library . . . with two catalogues of its Persian and Arabic
manuscripts .. " By V.C.S. O 'CONNOR. Glasgow.

1925. Fihrist-i nusakh-i kha/iz-yi fiirsi-yi Uriyantal Publik Lii'ibrzrz
musammii bih Mir'iit al-iuliim. Patna. 3 vols.

Catalogue of Persian MSS.

1931-1932. See the Union Catalogue by NADwl.

1962. Fihrist-i makhtutiit-i Urdu, Khuddbakhsh Uriyantal Publik Lii'i­
briri, Biinkipur. By 'ABID IMAM ZAIDI. Calcutta.

Catalogue of Urdu MSS.

1988. Tibb Isliimi Barri $aghzr Men (Islamic Medicine in the Sub­
Continent). Patna, 434 + 74 + 94pp.

Describes all the important medical manuscripts of this library .

DELHI

DELHI

General

1941. Dihli ke Urdu makh(utiit n oadiihat-ifihrist . By H .K. KAUL and
$ALAI;I AL-DIN KHAN. Delhi: Anjuman-i Taraqqi-i Urdu .

1977. Urdu manuscripts: a descriptive bibliography of manuscripts in Delhi
libraries. By H.K. KAUL and SALAHUDDIN KHAN . New Delhi: Heri­
tage Publishers.

Surveys 13 private and public libraries of Delhi . 210 MSS are
described.

Indian Council for Cultural Relations Library

Delhi
Dateof establishment: 1955, by the late Maulana ABUL KALAM AZAD.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 140 (Arabic, Persian and Urdu) .
Conditions of access: Letter of introduction from a person in authority
necessary.

Open: Mondays to Fridays-10.00-17 .00
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Description of collection: Manuscripts of WADI AL-BuSTANi's Arabic
translation of the Indian Classics-the Mahabharata, the Ramayana ,
the Glta and the Upanishad are available in this Library.

Two of the most important manuscripts are :

(i) A beautiful manuscript of the Holy Qur)an bearing the seal of
Empress NURJAHAN (Cat. no . Ara, MS. 297.12 Qur).

(ii) Tafsir-i Ni'mat (Uzma by NI'MAT KHAN 'ALi (Tofsir, Arab. MS.
297.12 Nim).

See :
1990. Al-Makhtirtat al-Farabiya fi maktabat al-Majlis al-Hindi lil­
'Alaqat al-Thaqafiya (Niyii Dilhi). Al-Mauisim, 2 v , 1990, pp. 264­
267.
Unpublished catalogues: Hand-written catalogue of the manuscripts
prepared by Khwajah MUNIR AHMED in Roman script is available.

Information about author, title, date of transcription, total num­
ber of folios are given-but this catalogue is incomplete.

Jamia Hamdard (Hamdard University Library)

Indian Institute of Islamic Studies, Delhi

Date ofestablishment: Library started in Hamdard Buildings in 1956,
moved to Panchkuin Road in 1963 when the Indian Institute of Is­
lamic Studies was registered as a Public Society under the Societies'
Registration Act. The Library moved to its new building in
Tughlaqabad in 1977.
Status: University under the administrative control of the Govern­
ment of India
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3,619 (Arabic, Persian, Turkish and
Urdu).
Conditions of access: A letter of introduction from an eminent scholar
or a person in authority is necessary.

Open 10.00-17.00 on week days.
Description of collection: This library contains the Ja'fari collection of
Maulana MD. JA'FAR MAgtlLi~tlAHRi, and the collections previously
housed in the Institute of History of Medicine and the Naziriya
Public Library. Important and rare manuscripts are:

(i) Takmilat tahdhib al-kamalby Hafiz 'ALA)AL-DiN MUGHLATA)i (d.
762/1361) on the subject of Rijal, MS. no. 1128 (cf. Brockel­
mann, GAL, SI, p. 606).
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(ii) AI-DuTra al-Alfiya on Arabic syntax transcribed III 677/1278,
MS. no. 2910.

(iii) Al-jamc bayn al-sahihayn, 2nd Vol. by Imam Hafiz ABU cABD
ALLAH MUI;IAMMAD IBN ABI NA~R FUTUI;I ibn cAbd Allah ibn
Futiih ibn Hamid AL-I:!UMAYDi AL-ANDALUSi (d. 488/1095) .
Colophon dated 741/1340. Copied by MUI;IAMMAD IBN AI;IMAD
IBN CUMAR AL-AN~ARI; MS. no. 1675.

(iv) Tahdhib al-Kamdl, Vol. II by I:!afiZJAMALAL-DIN ABU AL-J:IAJJAJ
AL-MIZZI (d . 742/1341). Transcribed in 773/1371 by AI;IMAD
IBN MUI;IAMMAD IBN ABI BAKR SHUSHTARI J:IANBALI, 568pp,
MS. no. 1270.

See:
1991. Indian Institute ofIslamic Studies. By S .A . ALI. In: Handbook
of Libraries, Archives & Information Centres in India. Ed. B.M. Gupta.
New Delhi: Aditya Prakashan , Vol. 9 ii, pp . 251-253.

Published catalogues:
1941. Fihrist-i kutub-i qalam-i shucba-'l makhtiudt; cArabl, Farsi, Urdu.
By M. AL-MAHDI JAFRI. Delhi, 1360, 308pp .

Particulars given: serial no., no. of MS. , title , author's name.
Covers MSS in the collection of the Naziriya Public Library .

1973. A catalogue ofArabic and Persian medical manuscripts in the library
of the Institute of History of Medicine and Medical Research. Vol. I. By
SH. A . KHAN GHORI, T. SIDDIQI & S.A. ALI. Delhi.

Describes 62 MSS .

Unpublished catalogues: Catalogue cards are available for all the
manuscripts. A complete catalogue has been compiled and is being
checked before being sent to the press .

The card catalogue contains information about title, author,
scribe's name, folios, lines to the page, date of transcription, refer­
ences to manuscripts in other collections.

National Archives Library

Delhi
In the library of the National Archives oflndia , administered by the
Government of India, there are some Islamic manuscripts including
approximately 100 Arabic MSS.
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See:
1991. Delhi Archives. By V.K. SHARMA. In : Handbook of Libraries,
Archives & Information Centres in India. Ed. B.M. Gupta, New Delhi:
Aditya Prakashan, Vol. 9 ii, pp. 323 - 327.

Published catalogues:
1989. Catalogue ofManuscripts of theFort William College Collection in the
National Archives of India Library. By R .K. PERTI. New Delhi: Na­
tional Archives of India (cyclostyled). 143pp.

Particulars given: title, author, language, total no . of pages,
accession number, subject, incipit, size, a short description of the
contents.

National Museum Library

Delhi
There are some illustrated and illuminated manuscripts with minia­
ture paintings in the National Museum of India. See the Union
Catalogue by DAIBER, 1986. All the MSS (which number several
thousand Persian , Arabic & Urdu) are registered in a handwritten
list.

Dr. Zakir Husain Library, Jamica Milliya Islamiya
(Islamic National University)

New Delhi
Condition of access: Letter of introduction from an Academic Insti­
tution or a well-known scholar necessary.

Opening hours: 10.00 -17 .00 with a break for one hour. Closed
half-day on Friday and Sunday all day .
Totalnumber ofIslamic MSS: between 2,000 and 2,200 (Arabic, Persi­
an and Urdu).
Description ofcollection: One of the donors was JALIB DEHLAVI and
manuscripts were also received from Sahaswan, Haldaur. The en­
tire collection of manuscripts from Taslimiya Shaukatiya Library,
Moradabad, was donated to this Library .
Published catalogues: A short list was printed in the Journal Waheed in
Iran.
Unpublished catalogues: Cards for the manuscripts have been prepared
and they are awaiting editing for publication as catalogues.
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1941. Oriental treasures: being condensed tabular descriptiuestatementof over
1,000 MSS and their colophons written in Iranian & Indian languages and
being inprivatelibraries of Parsis in different partsof Gujarat. ByJAMSHEED
CAWASjI KATRAK. Bombay.

AHMEDABAD

Hadrat Pir Muhammad Shah Dargah Library

Description ofcollection: This library is attached to the Dargah (tomb)
of'Pir Muhammad Shah, a well-known saint of Ahmedabad belong­
ing to the 18th century. Several disciples of the saint have donated
manuscripts to this library including the famous WALIULLAH FAMILY
of Ahmedabad.

It contains about 2000 Islamic manuscripts, including about 30
manuscripts of the Holy Qur)an transcribed in different styles of cal­
ligraphy. The catalogue of these manuscripts has not been printed
and access to them is rather difficult.

The following are the rarest and most important manuscripts
preserved in this library :

(i) A MS. of the entire Qur)an in which the Siira; al-Fdtiha is tran­
scribed in KhaU-i Ghubar (a microscopic hand).

(ii) A finely gilded and illuminated autograph copy in Thuluth of a
Persian treatise on Qur)anic pronunciation, Al-fauidhit
al-Furqdni by a 17th-century author Maulana FATI;I ALLAH
CHISHTI, a descendant of the celebrated 13th-century saint,
Baba Farid al-Din Ganj-i Shakar.

(iii) An early MS. dated 1258 C .E. of Mashdriq al-Anuiiir of Qadi
ABU 'L-FAI;>L AyAz.

(iv) A fine copy of PRINCESS JAHAN ARA'S rare work Mu)nis al-Anodl;
dated 1639 C.E.

This library possesses quite a few rare works on Islamic law and
Sufism and also works of such masters as AI;IMAD AL-QASTALANi, IBN
I:IAjAR AL-AsQALANi, Shaykh MUI;IAMMAD IBN TAHIR PATANi, Shah
WAjIH AL-DIN (ALAwI, MULLA (ALI QARI and Shah KHUB
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MUI;IAMMAD CHISHTI and also of scholars belonging to the promi­
nent saintly families of Gujarat.

Published catalogues:
1985. The history of Hazrat Pir Muhammad Shah at Ahmedabad.
By MUHAMMAD ZUBER QURESHI. Islam in India, 2, 1985 , pp. 282­
300.

A catalogue of selected manuscripts from the collection.

NAVSARI

First Dastur Meherji Rami Library

This library contains 145 Arabic & Persian manuscripts. A printed
catalogue is available of which the details are as follows:

1923. Descriptive Catalogue of all Manuscripts in the First Dastur Mehrjl
Rana Library, Navsari. By BAMANjI NASARVANjI DHABHAR . Bombay:
Commercial Printing Press, 170pp.

Pp. 79 - 105: original collection of Persian and Arabic MSS; from
p . 106 Pahlawi, Avestan , Pazend and Persian MSS. For Persian
and Arabic MSS, the following information is given: author, title ,
date of transcription, total no. of folios, number of lines to the page,
size and condition.

HARYANA

There are 592 Persian MSS in the libraries of Haryana.
Unpublished catalogues: a cydostyled hand-list is available, divided
into the following sections:

Historical manuscripts (336). 63pp.
Religious manuscripts (111). 28pp.
Literary manuscripts (67). 14pp.
Miscellaneous manuscripts (48). 9pp.

JAMMU and KASHMIR

There are many Islamic manuscripts in the State librari es, Universi­
ty libraries and private libraries of individuals in J ammu &
Kashmir, as well as in the two Srinagar libraries below.
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Centre of Central Asian Studies
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University of Kashmir
Hazratbal, Srinagar 190006, Kashmir
Status: Academic research library
Published catalogues:
1982. Handlist oj Arabic & Persian MSS Research Library. By MOHO.
SHARIF, SAJIDAH PARWEEN & G.R. BHATT, under the supervision of
the Director, Centre of Central Asian Studies, University of Kash­
mir. Srinagar. 99pp.

Gives titles, authors, translators, subject-matter.

Research and Publication Department (MSS Section)

Jammu & Kashmir Government
Sri nagar, Kashmir
Status: Government library
Published catalogues:
1979. Manuscript material of the Mughal period in the Research
and Publication Department, Srinagar. By M . MOHAMMAD
IBRAHIM. Sources oj the history oj India, Volume II , ed . S.P . Sen ,
Calcutta: Institute of Historical Studies, pp. 522 - 525.

Authors , titles , historical notes , but little codicological detail.

1986. Fihrist-i nuskhahlhii-y i khaui-i kitdbkhdnah-i Shuibah-i Tahqiq oa­
!shiiCah, Kashmir oa-Hamidiyah-i Bhupiil. By SVED AI;IMAD I:IUSAVNI.
Delhi: Markaz-i Tahqiqat-i Zaban-i Farsi dar H ind , 1364 . 240pp.

Catalogue of Arabic & Persian MSS, with titles, authors, scripts,
scribes ' names, number of leaves , sizes, dates and descriptions.

MADHYA PRADESH

BHOPAL

Darul Uloom Taj al-Masajid Library

This is a library attached to the famous M adrasah within the pre­
cints of the great mosque Taj al-Masajid in Bhopal. It contains
several important manuscripts but details are unknown .
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Hamidia Library
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This was the private library of the former ruler of Bhopal .
Published catalogues:
1986 . Fihrist-i nuskhahihd-yi khaui-i kitiibkhiinah-i Shu'bah-i Tahqiq ua­
Ishii'ah, Kashmir oa-Hamidiyah-i Bhiipal. By SVED AI;IMED I:IUSAVNI.
Delhi: Markaz-i Tahqiqat-i Zaban-i Farsi dar Hind, 1364. 240pp.

Catalogue of Arabic & Persian MSS, with titles, authors, scripts,
scribes ' names, number of leaves, sizes, dates and descriptions.

MAHARASHTRA

BOMBAY

The Asiatic Society Library

Date oj establishment: 1804
Conditions oj access: The library is open from Monday to Saturday,
10.00-17.45 . Prior permission from the Managing Committee/
Hon. Secretary of the Society is necessary to consult the manu­
scripts.
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 27 (5 Arabic; 19 Persian ; 3 Urdu) .
Description of collection:
See:
1991. Asiatic Society Library, Bombay. By V.JOSHI. In : Handbook
oj Libraries, Archives & Information Centres in India. Ed . B.M. Gupta.
New Delhi : Aditya Prakash , Vol. 9; pp. 85-87.

Published catalogues:

1927. Descriptive List of the Arabic, Persian and Urdu MSS in the
Bombay Branch , Royal Asiatic Society. By A.A.A. FvzEE. Journal
oj the Bombay Branch oj the Royal Asiatic Society, 3, 1927, pp . 1- 43 .

K.R. Cama Oriental Research Institute, Bombay

This Institute has a library attached to it. The Manikji collection is
preserved in it.
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Published catalogues:
1917. A Catalogue of MSS belonging to theK .R. Cama Oriental Institute.
By E.B.N. DHABHAR. Bombay.

1937. MSS presented by Dr. Sir Jivanji Jamsheedji Modi to the
K.R . Cama Oriental Institute. journal of theK.R . Cama OrientalInsti­
tute, 31,1937 , pp. 132 -155.

1406/1986. NusMJah'hO.-yi Is....haUz-i fdrsi (Persian manuscripts's of the
MimikF Collection of the Cama OrientalResearch Institute. By Syed MEH­
DI GHARAWI. Bombay, 209pp.

Jami Masjid Library

Date of establishment: Established in the great Mosque of Bombay in
1903 as a part of Madrasah-i Muhammadi.
Status: Mosque Library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1,200 (Arabic, Persian & Urdu) .
Description of collection: The donors of the Islamic manuscripts were
the rich Konkani Muslim families, especially Mr. BADRUD-DlN QUR
and cABDUL QADIR JITEKAR.

The following are three of the old and rare manuscripts of this
library:

(i) Miziin al-Hikma on medicine by CABO AL-RA~MAN KHAZlN.
(ii) 'Unuidn al-Sharafon prosody and rhetoric by SHARAF AL-DIN IBN

M UQRI.
(iii) ljashiyat al-cAlawz by the celebrated Shah WAJIH AL-DIN

cALAwI.

Published catalogues:
1341(1922). Fihrist-i kutubkhiinah-i Madrasah-i Muhammadiyali
muuralliq-i jamiC-i Masjid-i Bombay. Bombay .

1956. Descriptive catalogue of Urdu manuscripts. By HAMIDULLAH
NADWI. Bombay: Anjurnan-i Islam Urdu Research Institute .

A descriptive catalogue of the U rdu MSS, most of which are quite
valuable.

Unpublished catalogues: The catalogue of 1200 Islamic manuscripts
has not been printed.
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Status: Private library about which information is not easily avail­
able.
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 844 (119 Arabic; 725 Persian;
unknown number of Turkish and Urdu) .
Published catalogues:
1873. Catalogue raisonni of the Arabic, Hindustani, Persian and Turkish
manuscripts in the Mulla Firuz Library. By EDWARD REHATSEK. Bom­
bay, 29pp .

Descriptive catalogue of all arts and science subjects, several MSS
on astronomy, chronology, mathematics and astrology . 924 MSS
described.

1917. Supplementary catalogue of Arabic, Hindustani, Persian and Turkish
manuscripts and descriptive catalogue of theAvesta, Pahlaoi, Pazendand Per­
sian MSS. By S.A. BRELVI and ERVAD B.N. DHABHAR. Bombay .

1928. Author's Catalogue of printed and lithographed books and some
manuscripts of theMulla Feroze Library. Bombay: Fort Printing Press .

A manuscript is indicated with (MS.). Only author, title and call
no. given.

The University of Bombay Library

Status: University library
Conditions of access: Open on weekdays 10.00 - 17.00.
Description of collection: It has a good collection of Arabic, Persian and
Urdu manuscripts which includes the Government collection and
Professor Shaikh ABDUL-QADIR SARFARAZ collection. It also contains
the Khatkhate collection .

A unique collection of 160 manuscripts dealing with the Ismailis
has been donated by Professor A.A.A. FYZEE, ex-Ambassador of In­
dia to Egypt and ex-Principal of Bombay Law College. The fol­
lowing are four old and rare manuscripts in this library:

(i) A beautifully and carefully written manuscript of the well­
known Persian commentary on the Qur)an, Tafsir-i-Husayni of
!:IUSAYN VAcIZ KASHIFi.
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(ii) A MS. of the not very common Athmiir al-Asrdr on Sufi dis­
courses, by the great Muslim saint of the Deccan, Khwaja
Banda Nawaz Gesu Daraz of Gulbarga.

(iii) Rawii)i~, an unpublished and very rare imitation of Mulla (ABO
AL-RAI;IMAN JAMI's famous Sufi work entitled Lawii)i~, by
Shaikh YA(QUB SARAFI of Kashmir.

(iv) Ashjiir vaAthmiir, a rare 13th century Persian work on astrology,
by (ALI SHAH known as (ALA) AL-MuNAJJIM AL-BuKHARI.

Published catalogues:
1935. A descriptive catalogue of theArabic, Persian and Urdu manuscripts
in the library of University of Bombay. By Shaikh ABDUL-QADIR
SARFARAZ. Bombay: The Qayyimah Press, 432pp.

Government collection = 181 MSS; University Library Collec­
tion = 62 MSS. Detailed & descriptive catalogue of the Govern­
ment & Sarfaraz collections; the content of each MS. analysed in de­
tail, with author, title, date of composition, colophon (if any), full
references to copies of the MS. in other libraries, folio nos., no. of
lines per page, type of paper. Some information about binding. In
the "Brief Review" of the collection 35 old and rare manuscripts are
described.

1965. A descriptive catalogue of the Fyzee collection of Ismaili manuscripts.
By M. GORIAWALA . Bombay .

1973. A collection of Fatimid manuscripts. By A.A.A. FYZEE. In :
Comparative librarianship. Festschrift D.N. Marshall. Delhi. pp . 209­
220 .

The MSS described are now in the University collection.

PUNE (POONA)

Maratha History Museum, Deccan College Post-Graduate &
Research Institute

Pune
Status: Library maintained by the Department of Archaeology.
Conditions of access: For consultation a letter of introduction is neces­
sary. Open: Monday to Saturday.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 18 (Arabic, Persian and Urdu
manuscripts, but mostly Persian) .
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Description of collection: Contains the manuscripts of the old Satara
Museum Collection which was transferred to Deccan College in
August 1939, and the collection of D. B. PARASNIs-one of the early
Maratha historians-and a resident of Satara. See:
1991. Deccan College: archives and library. In: Handbook of libraries,
archives and information centres in India. Ed. B.M. Gupta. Delhi: Aditya
Prakashan, Vol. 9 i, pp . 232-238. (Reprinted from Souvenir &
Bulletin of the Deccan College Research Institute, Poona, 30, 1971, pp.
141-144.

Published catalogues:
1943. A descriptive handlist of the Arabic, Persian and Hindustani
MSS belonging to the Satara Historical Museum at present lodged
at the Deccan College Research Institute, Poona. By C.H. SHAIKH.
Bulletin of theDeccan College Research Institute, 4, 1943, pp. 246 - 262.

PUNJAB

AMRITSAR

Sikh History Research Department, Khalsa College

Amritsar
Published catalogues:
1962 . A catalogue of Persian and Sanskrit manuscripts in the Sikh History
Research Department uptil March 31, 1962. By KIRPAL SINGH .
Amritsar: Khalsa College, 147pp.

Detailed catalogue of 248 Persian MSS .

1963. A catalogue of Punjabi and Urdu manuscripts in the Sikh History
Research Department uptil March 31 , 1963. By KIRPAL SINGH .
Amritsar: Khalsa College, 250pp.

Includes 41 Urdu MSS .

KAPURTHALA

Kapurthala State Library

Total number of Islamic MSS: 287 (Persian).
Published catalogues:
1921. A Descriptive Catalogue of Persian Manuscripts preserved in the
Kapurthala State Library. By K .M. MAITRA. Lahore: ]ijnadu Printing
Works, 176pp .
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Particular given : author, title, call no., size of the MS., total no.
of folios, no . of lines to the page, subject matter, style of calligraphy,
condition, no. of the MS ., colophon if any, scribe's name, incipit ,
paintings, if any. Total no. of MSS: 287.

1927. Khaza/in-i makhtutat-i Kitabkhanah-i Riyasat, Kapiirthala.
By M. SHAFi'. Oriental College Magazine, 3 iv, 1927, pp. 1- 31; 4 i,
1927, pp. 62-68; 4 ii, 1928, pp . 1-4.

RAJASTHAN

ALWAR

The Government Museum contains some Islamic MSS. See:
196 - ? A descriptivecatalogue of theArabicmanuscripts in the Government
Museum, Alwar. On the lines prescribed by theMinistryof Scientific Research
and Cultural Affairs. Jaipur: Department of Archeology and Mu­
seums, Government of Rajasthan. 30pp.

JAIPUR

Maharaja of Jaipur Museum
(also known as Maharaja Sawai Man Singh II Museum)

Description of collection : Includes Arabic , Persian and Urdu MSS .

Published catalogues:
1971. Catalogue of manuscripts in Maharaja ofjaipur Museum. By G.N .
BAHURA. Jaipur (Maharaja Sawai Mansingh Memorial Series 1).

Persian & Arabic MSS briefly listed on pp. 70 - 77 and pp. 125­
126.

1980. A handlist of the Arabic & Persian astronomical manuscripts
in the Maharaja Mansingh II Library inJaipur. By DAVID A. KING .

journalfor the History of Arabic Science, 4, 1980, pp. 81-86.
Describes 13 astronomical MSS.

Unpublishedcatalogues: A typewritten list contains a note of 42 further
MSS in Arabic & Persian & 3 Urdu MSS.
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1986. See the Union Catalogue by DAIBER.

TONK

Arabic and Persian Research Institute Library

Tonk 304001, Rajasthan
Date of establishment: 1978
Status: Originally the private library of the rulers of Tonk, but now
under the administrative control of the Government of Rajasthan
and supported financially by the Government of India.
Conditions of access: Open every day of the week except official public
holidays and every second Saturday of the month, from 10.00­
17.00. An application must be submitted to the Director of the Insti­
tute for permission to use the manuscripts.
Total number of Islamic MSS: Over 3,000 (1,757 Arabic; 4 Pashto;
1,496 Persian; some Turkish; 150 Urdu; 3 Hindi in Arabic script).
Description of collection: This collection was originally built up by
Tonk's third ruler, Nawab MOHAMMAD ALI KHAN and it was aug­
mented by successive rulers. The following six collections have also
been incorporated into this library:

1) Kutub Khana of J anab RASHID MIAN SAHIB, Tonk.
2) Kutub Khana of Janab Dr. MOHO . MIHAN, Tonk.
3) Kutub Khana of Janab MUFTI SAHIB, Jaipur.
4) Kutub Khana of Janab HATHI BABU SAHIB, Jaipur.
5) Kutub Khana of Janab Syed FAZLUL-MATIN SAHIB, Ajmer.
6) Kutub Khana Mirji ka Bagh , Jaipur, etc .

There are no less than 40 donors of manuscripts to this Library .
Three old and rare manuscripts found in this libra ry are:

(i) A fine ornamented copy of the Qur'an in thuluth script which
once belonged to the Library of Aurangzeb 's grandson,
MUI;IAMMAO HUMAYUN MIRZA, son of Prince Kam Bakhsh.

(ii) A copy of the Tafsir ]alalayn of AL-SUYUTI, which was used by
the 15th-century mystic and poet , Maulana 'ABO AL-RAI;IMAN
JAMI, as attested by marginal notes in his own hand .

(iii) A very rare and old MS . transcribed in Egypt by the celebrated
copyist 'ABO AL-RAI;IMAN AL-SAoI in 1147 A.D . of the fifth
volume of an otherwise famous lexicon of unfamiliar words oc­
curring in the Qur'an and Traditions, \ al-Gharibayn of ABU
'UBAYO AL-I:hRAWI (d. 838 C.E.) .
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See:
1991. Arabic & Persian Research Institute, Tonk. By SHAUKAT All
KHAN . In :eHandbook of theLibraries, Archivesand Information Centres in
India. Ed . B.M. Gupta . Delhi: Aditya Prakashan , Vol. 9 ii, pp .
243 - 250 .

Published catalogues:

1980 - . Catalogue of Arabic Manuscripts. By SHAUKAT All KHAN .
Vol. I : Qu,Janic sciences and the science of Traditions, 1980; Vol. II:
Prayers, theology, usiil al-fiqh , polemics, dialectics, al-fiqh and law of in­
heritance, 1983; Vol. III : Sufism, asceticism, logic , philosophy and mathe­
matics (in press 1991).

1980. Historicalheritage: a bibliographical survey of the rare manuscripts in
the Arabic and Persian Research Institute Rajasthan , Tonk. By SHAUKAT
All KHAN . Tonk: the Institute, 120pp.

1981-. Khazinat al-Makhtiudt. By MU1;JAMMAD cIMRAN KHAN . A
Descripti ve Catalogue in U rdu of the Arabic , Persian and Urdu
Manuscripts in the Arabic, Pe rsian Research Institute , Tonk,
Vol. I: Quranic Sciences, 1981, 356pp. , 326 MSS; Vol. II: Arabic
MSS, 1983, 338pp, MSS 327-706 ; Vol. III : Al-Adiiya ioa- tl-aumid
al-kaldm wa- 'l-'aqa'id, al-mubdhitha wa-'l-rudiid.

1983. Some unpublished historical works of Arabic & Persian
Research Institute Rajasthan , Tonk. Journal, Arabic & Persian Re­
search Institute Rajasthan , 2, 1983, pp . 82-88.

1986. See Union Catalogue by DAIBER.

1987. A descriptive catalogue of the Persian manuscripts. Vol. I: History,
biography, geography , topography, cosmography & travel. By SHAUKAT All
KHAN. Tonk: Arabic and Persian Research Institute. 275pp.

Unpublished catalogues: Catalogues are still being compiled and pub­
lished. A paper on rare manuscripts in Pashto has appeared in the
Journal of the Institute, Vol. 4.

Uncatalogued MSS: This library possesses Turkish manuscripts but
no catalogue has been compiled so far.
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Government Oriental Manuscripts Library

First Floor, Madras University Library Building, Madras 5
Date of establishment: 1869
Status: Under the administrative control of the Government of
Tamilnadu .
Conditions of access: The library is open 10.00 - 17.00 on week days.
An introductory letter is necessary to consult the manuscripts.
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 2,000 (406 Arabic; 1,386 Persian;
Turkish; 183 Urdu).
Description of collection: Some of the Urdu manuscripts were donated
by Syed QADAR cALI KHAN BAsHA, Fort St, Cuddapah. A few Per­
sian manuscripts were donated by TAJAMMUL-HusSAIN GOPAMAWI
(a relative of the present prince of Arcot )Amir Mahal).
Old and rare MSS: No. D62 Ishiirat al-Ghafilin (Urdu), No. D578
Tadhkiratal-Ansiib (Persian) and no. R628 Diodn-i Tarkhdn, a poet of
Akbar's court (d. A.H. 981).

Risiilah-i MiCriij al-iiishiqin, No. D130 Urdu (Dakani); Persian
Tauizak-i wiiliijiihZ, No. D768, and Bahiir-i AC?amjiihZ, No. D775
(Nawiibs of Arcot).

Published catalogues: Almost all the Islamic manuscripts preserved in
this library have been catalogued.
1929. A descriptive catalogue of the Islamic manuscripts in the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras , Vol. I , by Syed ABDUL WAHAB
BUKHARI & P .P. SURAHMANYA SASTRI , 1929, 546pp., MSS nos.
Dl-197 (Urdu and Arabic) ; no . Dl-536 (Persian); Vol. II, by
T . CHANDRASEKHARAN, 1950, pp . 547 -729 , nos. D37 -102 (Urdu);
no . D198-218 (Arabic); nos. D537-687 (Persian); Vol. III, by
Janab MD. YOUSUF KOKAN, Syed DURWAISH KHADARI and
T . CHANDRASEKHARAN, 1954, pp . 731-950, Nos . D103 -150
(Urdu) ; nos . D219-289 (Arabic); nos. D688-821 (Persian); Vol.
IV , by T . CHANDRASEKHARAN , 1961.

Particulars given : author, title, folios, lines , language, size, con­
dition, style of writing, appearance, subject, extent, date of tran­
scription , scr ibe , substance, incipit, explicit, old and rare MSS indi­
cated in the catalogue. Several indexes .
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1963. An alphabetical index of Urdu , Arabic and Persian manuscripts in the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library. By T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
P. THIRUGANASAMBANDHAN & A.A. RAMANATHAN . Madras.

UTTAR PRADESH

ALIGARH

Maulana Azad Library, Aligarh Muslim University

Dateof establishment: The library was initially established in the year
1877 with the personal collection of SIR SYED AHMAD KHAN, the
founder of this University. The library came to be known as Lytton
Library. The present building of the library was inaugurated by the
First Prime Minister ofIndia, the Late PanditJawahar Lal Nehru,
under the name of Maulana Azad Library , on 6th December 1960.
Status: Library attached to the University .
Condition of access: Open from Monday to Saturday 9.00 - 17.00.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 14,460 (5 ,126 Arabic; 8,237 Persian;
20 Turkish; 1,077 Urdu).
Description of collection: The Manuscripts Division consists of the
University Collection and also the collections of eleven donors. The
most eminent donors are: (i) JANAB SUBHANULLAH KHAN of
Gorakhpur; (ii) Alhaj Moulvi HABIBUR RAHMAN KHAN SHERWANI,
Sadaryar Jung of Aligarh; (iii) Janab ABDUS SALAM KHAN of
Rampur; (iv) Janab AHSAN MARAHRAVI of Aligarh; (v) Sahibzada
AFTAB AHMAD KHAN of Aligarh.

No manuscripts are to be found in the University 's Departments
of Islamic studies, Shia & Sunni Theology departmental libraries,
but there are a few in the Department of History and Tibbiya Col­
lege Libraries.

The Maulana Azad Library contains many important and rare
Arabic and Persian Manuscripts, of which the details of four are
given below:

(i) Farsi 'Ulum; nos. 44 and 45 in two Vols . A Persian translation
of the Kitab al-Tafhzm of AL-BIRlINI, 1st Vol. 135 folios, 2nd Vol.
in modern hand 198 folios, dated 'ld al-Fitr 1266 A.H. with
figures and diagrams in red in both Volumes. In the University
collection .

(ii) Tarjumah-li bariihi-i San!sMta: Persian translation of an important
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Sanskrit work on AstrologylAstronomy by the renowned
Indian astronomer V ARAHAMIHIRA. The translation was made
at the order of Sultan FiRUZ SHAH TUGHLUQ (752 - 7901
1351-1388). The translator was 'ABD AL-'AzIZ SHAMS NURI
(Habibganj collection No. 44 FarSI).

(iii) 'Uyun al-ajwiba fi funiin al-as'ila: A mystical treatise by ABU 'L­
QASIM 'ABD AL-KARIM IBN HAWAZIN AL-QUSHAYRI (d . 465 HI
1072) . Very rare and old copy, transcribed by the author him­
self. No other copy of this work exists. No . 21/64, Habibganj
collection-29 folios. Title page states that it is the autograph
of the author from fol. 5 to fo1. 25.

(iv) 'Aqa'id al-Khatuds by IBN AL-'ARABI (d. 638/1240) . Unique MS.
not mentioned by Brockelmann.

See the description in:
1991. Aligarh Muslim University, Maulana Azad Library
(manuscripts collection). By Nooaur, HASAN KHAN. In: Handbook of
Libraries, Archives and information centres in India. Ed. B.M. Gupta,
Delhi: Aditya Prakashan, Vol. 9 i, pp. 206-208.

Published catalogues:

1930 - 1932. Fihrist-i Subhdn Allah Uriyantal La'ibrlrl Muslim Yiiniuar­
siti (Ali Garh nusakli qalami 'orabi farsi ua-urdii. By KAMIL I:IUSAYN.
Aligarh . 2 vols.

1931-1932. See the Union Catalogue by NADwI (Habibganj col­
lection).

1955. Fihrist-i makhtiitat-i 'arabI va-farisi va-urdii, zakhirah-i
Ahsan Marharavi Latin La'ibriri Muslim Yimivarsiti 'Aligarh. By
A. MUKHTAR AL-DIN Al;fMAD. Oriental College Magazine, 32 i, 1955,
pp. 25-26 .

1969. Catalogue ofManuscripts in the Maulana Azad Library, Aligarh
Muslim University, Aligarh , Vol. 1. By Dr. ATHAR ABBAS RIZVI and
Dr. MUKHTAR-UD-DIN AHMAD. Aligarh , 227pp.

1973 -. Catalogue of the manuscripts added to Maulana Azad Library
1970-1972. Supplement no. 2, pt. A: Arabic manuscripts; pt. B: Per­
sian manuscripts. By M.H. RAZVI & S.A.K. GHORI. Aligarh.
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1980. Catalogue ofmanuscripts in the Maulana Azad Library added during
1970-1977. Pt 1: Persian manuscripts. By M.H. RAZVI & M.H.
QAISAR AMROHVI. Aligarh, 79pp.

1981. Catalogue of Manuscripts in the Maulana Azad Library, Aligarh
Muslim University, Aligarh. By M.H. RAZVI & M.H. QAISAR
AMROHVI. Vol. 1: Ijabibganj Collection (Persian) . Pt 1: Poetry, 1981,
328pp.; Vol. I: Ijabibganj Collection(Persian), Pt 2: Islamic sciences, his­
tory, biography, etc., 1985, 386pp.; Shiftii Collection, 1983, 123pp.;
Ahsan Collection, 1983, 199pp.; Aftiib Collection, 1986, I 59pp.

1985. Mir'iit al-Tasaunuuf, By S.M.H. RAZVI and M.H. QAI~AR

AMROHVI. Aligarh: Aligarh Muslim University, 152pp.
Catalogue of some important manuscripts on Sufism, mostly

Persian.

1986. See the Union Catalogue by DAIBER.

Unpublished catalogues:
Abdul Hayy Collection : no printed catalogue; hand-written catalogue
in Urdu available; 1194 Arabic, 228 Persian , 16 Urdu MSS. Partic­
ulars as in other catalogues. Tabular form.
Abdus Salaam Collection: no printed catalogue, hand-written catalogue
available; 50 Arabic, 498 Persian; 23 Urdu and 2 Turkish MSS.
Sulayman Collection: hand-written catalogue available, 298 Arabic,
904 Persian, 16 Urdu MSS and 46 Hindi books in Arabic script.
University collection: no printed catalogue; two hand-written
catalogues-one of Arabic MSS and one of Persian & Urdu MSS
up to 1968. 577 Arabic, 1,847 Persian, 730 Urdu MSS.
Munir Alam Collection: hand-written catalogues of manuscripts.
23 Arabic, 158 Persian and 8 Urdu. Total 189 MSS . Particulars
given: title of the book, name of the author or compiler, date of com­
position, no. of folios or pages , no. of lines to the page, name of
scribe, style of writing, date of transcription, place of writing, addi­
tional notes.
Qutbuddin Collection: hand-written catalogue available . 55 Arabic,
235 Persian and 5 Urdu = total 295 MSS.

Uncatalogued MSS:
Habibganj Collection: Arabic MSS not catalogued; belonging to
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Nawab HABIBUR RAHMAN KHAN SHERWANI. 779 Arabic, 1,090 Per­
sian and 125 Urdu-total 1,994 MSS.

ALLAHABAD

Uttar Pradesh State Archives Library

There are some Persian, Arabic and Urdu manuscripts In the
Regional Archives Manuscript Library at Allahabad . See:
1991. U .P. State Archives. By S.N. SINHA. In: Handbook of Libraries,
Archives and Information Centres in India. Ed . B.M. Gupta. Delhi :
Aditya Prakashan, Vol. 9 ii, pp. 398-415 .

Published catalogues:
1968. An alphabetical index of Persian, Arabicand Urdu MSS in the Uttar
Pradesh StateArchives. By L.K. NAGAR. Allahabad: State Archives of
Uttar Pradesh, 25pp .

Only an alphabetical index , giving author, title, subject, date of
transcription.

AZAMGARH

Shibli Academy

Dateofestablishment: The Shibli Academy Library was established on
the 21st November 1914 three days after the death of Maulana
SHIBLI NOMANI in his residential house. It was moved to the new
building in 1927.
Status: Private collection
Conditionsofaccess: Letter of introduction from an academic institu­
tion or a well-known scholar is advisable .

Opening hours: 10.00 to 17.00. Closed on Fridays.
Total number of IslamicMSS: 520 (192 Arabic ; 318 Persian; 10 Urdu).
Description of collection: There are 189 manuscripts belonging to the
Dar al-Musannifin. The Persian manuscripts hav e been noti ced in
a paper by 'ABD AL-I:IAMID NADWI, Librarian of the Shibli Aca­
demy , in the monthly Ma'iirij, 102 v, 373pp.
One of the donors of the manuscripts was Maulavi ABDUL GHAFUR,
the landlord of Mohammadabad , near Azamgarh .

There are at least 20 rare and important manuscripts, including:
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(i) Sirr Akbar by Prince DARA SHIKOH being the translation of the
Upanishad in 50 chapters.

(ii) Mathnawi Futid; al-Haramaya by MULLA ]AMI. An account of
Hajj, which bears the seals of Emperor Shah J ahan and of Niir
]ahan's father I'timad al-Dawlah .

(iii) Kulliydt Karim. Anthology of poems of Emperor Shah Jahan 's
Court poet KALIM dated 1077/1666, with beautiful calligraphy.

Unpublished catalogues : No catalogue has been printed ; unpublished
hand-written catalogues are available.

DEOBAND,SAHARANPUR

Darul Uloom Library

Date ofestablishment: This Library is attached to the well-known
Centre ofIslamic religious education , the Dar al-Uloom, Deoband,
which was established in 1866 C .E. by Hajji MU~AMMAD cABID
!:IUSAYN.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1,563 (languages unknown).
Published catalogues:
1969 - 1972. Tacaruf-i makhiiudt-i kutubkhiinah-i Dar al-cUlum-i Diyu­
band. By MD. 2:AFARUDDIN. Deoband: Darul Uloom, 1390/1970 .
Vol. I, 1969, 268pp., 500 MSS; Vol. II , 1972, 296pp ., 700 MSS .

LUCKNOW

Amir ud-Dawla Public Library

Built in 1921 and contains books and manuscripts from the former
Public Library of Lucknow. The collection includes some Arabic &
Persian MSS, but they have not been properly described . See the
Union Catalogue by DAIBER, 1986.

Kutubkhana-i Nasiriya

Status: Private library
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 30,000.
Description of collection: Some of the MSS are rare and old. They be­
longed to Maulana I:IAMID I:IUSAYN who lived mainly at Karbala.



430 INDIA-UTTAR PRADESH

The library is primarily intended for the study and research of the
Shiia community.

The following old and rare manuscripts are to be found in this
library:

(i) The Talkhis al-Mustaqsii containing a description of the Aq~a

mosque of Jerusalem, by an anonymous author.
(ii) Al-Hada'iq, by cABD ALLAH AL-BATALYAWSI (d . 1127 C.E. ) on

the lives of the Imams of the Zaydi sect.
(iii) A unique MS. of Kitiib al-Munammaq by ABU JAcFAR

MUl;IAMMAD AL-BAGHDADI (d. 895 C.E.) , dealing with the early
history of the Quraysh.

(iv) Mauidlid Ahl al-Bayt by cALI IBN MUSA Rn;lA, dealing with the
names, titles and burial-places of the descendants of the
Prophet. It was transcribed from a manuscript in the library of
Najaf (Iraq).

Published catalogues:
1931-1932. See the Union Catalogue by NADwI.

1986. See the Union Catalogue by DAIBER.

Unpublished catalogues: Hand-written descriptions of the manuscripts
are available on cards.

Naclwat al-Hllama? Library

Status: Private library attached to the great centre ofIslamic learning
in India, the Nadwat al-cUlamii', established in 1884.
Total number of Islamic MSS: At least 4,000 (Arabic, Persian and
Urdu).
Description of collection: see:
1991. Madrasa Libraries in India (a case study of Nadwat al Ula­
rna, Lucknow). By MOHAMED TAHER. In : Handbook ofLibraries, Ar­
chives and Information Centres in India. Ed . B.M. Gupta . Delhi : Aditya
Prakashan, Vol. 9 i, pp. 112-127 .

Published catalogues:
1985 -1986. Fihrist-i nuskhahlha-yi khaui-i cArabi-i kitiibkhiinah-i
Nadwat al-cUlamiP, Luknii. By Syed Al;IMAD !;IUSAYNI. New Delhi :
Markaz-i Tahqiqat-i Farsi, 2 vols. 882pp.; 897pp.

Particulars given: serial no . , catalogue no ., title , author, style ,
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lines per page , total no. of pages or folios, condition. Under
Ta uidihiit: Tibb = 27 MSS; mathematics and astrology 47 MSS.
Date of transcription also given . Several MSS of the Qiinun of IBN
SINA. Some MSS of the Khulasat al-Hisab of BAHA' AL-DIN AL­
cAMILI.

1986. See the Union Catalogue by DAIBER.

1990. Al-Makhtirtat al-Sarabiya fi Maktabat Nadwat al-T.llama?
(Luknii), Al-Mawsim, 2 v, 1990, pp. 268- 284.

Unpublished catalogues:
Maktabat Nadwat al-i Ulamii' Luknii. Fihris al-makhtiitat al-urdii. By

SALMAN SHAMSI NADWi. Cyclostyled, 72 MSS.
Maktabat Nadwat al-CUlamii' Luknii. Fihris al-makhiiudt al-Sarabiya.

By SALMAN SHAMSi NADWi.
Describes 492 Arabic MSS.

Rajah of Mahmudabad Library

There is a library belonging to the former Rajah of Mahmiidabad .
Published catalogues:

Fihr ist- i nuskhah'hii-yi khaui-i kitdbkhdnah-i RiiJah'-i Mahmiiddbiid-i
Luknii. By MEHDi KHVAJAH Pial. Delhi : Markaz-i Tahqiqat-i Farsi
Rayzani Farhangi-i Sifarat-i Jamhuri-i Islarni-i Iran , 691pp.

Tagore Library, Lucknow University

Description of collection : This Library is attached to the University of
Lucknow. Although primarily for the use of the students and mem­
bers of the Staff of the University , it contains anumber of Arabic
and Persian manuscripts.
Published catalogues:
1951. Catalogue of Oriental Manuscripts in the Lucknotu University
Library. By KALI PRASAD . Lu cknow.

Arabic and Persian MSS onl y, with call no, accession no , author
and title.
Unpublished catalogues: A complete hand-written card catalogue is
available.
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RAMPUR

Raza Library
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Status: Now under the administrative control of the Government of
India.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 11,993 (5 ,053 Arabic ; 5,060 Persian;
100 Turkish & Pashto; 1,780 Urdu).
Description of collection: The Library owes its origin to Nawab Sayyad
FAIZULLAH KHAN BAHADUR (d . 1794) , the first Rohilla chiefof Ram­
pur State. In its early days, it formed a part of the Tosha Khana and
continued in that position up to the accession of this grandson ,
Nawab S. MUHAMMAD SAID KHAN BAHADUR (1840/55) , who in 1851
established it in the form of a distinct department designated as
Kutub Khanah-Pi Riyasat Rampiir. In 1865, Nawab S. Kalbi Ali
Khan Bahadur came to the throne. He was a lover of manuscripts
and miniatures and a great patron of knowledge and art. Eventually
a large number of rare manuscripts and other articles found their
way to his Court. It was he who arranged for the first list of
manuscripts to be prepared under the supervision of Munshi AMIR
AI;IMAD MINA'I, a famous Urdu poet.

His grandson, Nawab S. Hamid Ali Khan Bahadur (1889-1930)
also continued his tradition and in his reign the 1st and the 2nd
Volumes of the Hand-list of Arabic books and manuscripts were
published in 1902 and 1928 respectively.

In 1930, Nawab Sayyid RAzA ALI KHAN BAHADUR ascended the
throne and cared for the Library with even greater zeal than his fore­
fathers. At his instance, the whole collection was classified on the
pattern of Dr. Ahlwardt's catalogue of Arabic MSS preserved in the
Royal Library of Berlin. Since its reorganization in 1953, the
Library has rightly been named after him, the Raza Library .

The following are four important and very rare or unique
manuscripts of this library:

(i) An extremely rare copy of the Qur'an believed to have been one
of the two written by IBN MUQLA (d . 930 C .E.) the originator
of Naskh style and a great calligrapher.

(ii) A very valuable and old MS. dated circa 1203 C .E. of the Per­
sian translation of the Qur'anic Commentary entitled Tofsir­
i-Tabari. It is also remarkable for its fine calligraphy.
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(iii) An autograph copy of Nihiiya: al-Sid on Traditionists by SIBr AL­
cAJAMI (d. 1438 C.E.) .

(iv) A copy of the well-known commentary on Kafiya on Arabic
Grammar called Riizi, transcribed in 1655 C.E. by SAcD ALLAH
KHAN, the famous Prime Minister of Emperor Shahjahan.

(v) A fine MS . of Sad Pand-iLuqmdn by Khvaja cABD ALLAH AN~ARI

copied in 1539 C.E. by Mulla Mir cAli, another celebrated
artist and calligrapher. It bears autographs of the Mughal
emperors and Princess Jahan Ara.

See:
1991. Rampur Raza Library (past & present activities). By H.R.
SOOD . In: Handbook of Libraries, Archives& Information Centres in India.
Ed. B.M. Gupta. Delhi : Aditya Prakashan, Vol. 9 i, pp. 95-97.

Published catalogues:

1902 - 1928. Fihrist-i kutub-i carabi-i maiojiidah-i kutubkhdnah-i riyasat-i
Rampiir. By MOtlAMMAD AJMAL KHAN. Rampirr: Ahmadi Press,
2 vols.

Particulars given: serial no. , title , author, date of writing, whether
printed book or MS ., total no. of folios or pages, condition.

1931-1932. See the Union Catalogue by NADWI.

1963 - . Catalogue of theArabicmanuscripts in Raza Library , Rampur. By
IMTIYAZ ALI ARSHI. Rampiir. Vol. I : Qur'anic sciences and the sciences
oftraditions, 1963, 657pp. , 1,240 MSS ; Vol. II : Prayers, theology and
polemics, 1966, 489pp. , MS. nos . 1241 to 2007; Vol. III: Principles
of j urisprudence, dialectics, polemics, j urisprudence and law of inheritance,
1968, 529pp. , 1,110 MSS ; Vol. IV : Sufism, Holy Scriptures , logic and
philosophy, 1971, rp . 1983, 615pp. , 1,303 MSS; Vol. V : Mathematics,
medicine, natural science, agriculture, occult sciences, ethicsandpolitics, edu­
cation andmilitary science, 1975, 623pp., 1,049 MSS ; Vol. VI : History ,
biography, travels and geography, 1977, 269pp., 399 MSS .

Particulars given : serial no . and subject, accession no., title of
work , name of author, name of commentator, material, script, size,
folio and lines per page, extent , condition and age. Additional par­
ticulars. Tabular form .

1986. See the Union Catalogue by DAIBER.
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Saulat Public Library

Founded in 1934, it is a public library receiving some grants from
the Ministry of Education, Government oflndia. It was established
by the late SAULAT ALI KHAN with the help of a group of social
workers.
Published catalogues:
1966. Catalogue oj Persian andArabicmanuscripts of Saulat Public Library,
Rampur. By BEDAR ABiD RAZA. Rampur, 300pp .

Particulars given: serial no. and subject, accession no., title of
work , name of author, name of commentator, material, script size,
folio and lines per page, extent, condition and age, many indexes.
525 MSS.

VARANASI (BANARAS)

Banaras Hindu University Library

Dateof establishment: The library was established in 1918 and moved
to the new building in 1932.
Status: University library
Conditions of access: Open from 9.00 a.m. to 17.00 on working days.
Special permission necessary.
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 1,111 (134 Arabic; 936 Persian; some
Turkish; 140 Urdu).
Description of collection: The most eminent donor was the late LALA
SHRI RAM of Delhi.
Published catalogues: A printed catalogue of the Persian manuscripts
only is available:

A descriptive catalogue oj the Persian manuscripts in the Benaras Hindu
University. By AMRIT LAL ISHRAT. Varanasi: Benaras Hindu Uni­
versity , 172pp. , 937 MSS.

Particulars given: title, condition, date, size, folios, class no.,
incipit & explicit.
Unpublished catalogues: Urdu and Arabic manuscripts are described in
a hand-written catalogue.
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CALCUTTA

The Asiatic Society Library
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Dateofestablishment: Established in 1784; moved to the new building
in 1965.
Conditions of access: Open 08.00- 20.00 on working da ys. On Satur­
days only the reading room is open. The Society is under the
administrative control of the Government of India, New Delhi.
Library facilities are available to members only . Non-members may
use the Library by obtaining special permission which is granted for
three months only.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 6,591 (2,367 Arabic; 25 Pashto; 3,714
Persian; 35 Turkish; 450 Urdu). Of these 2,879 Persian and 1,767
Arabic are catalogued, with the catalogue of a further 250 Arabic
MSS in press.
Description of collection: Some manuscripts were purchased from the
Middle East through Maulavi NAZIR AHMAD. Parts of the library of
TIPOO SULTAN and Islamic manuscripts of the Fort William College
Library (1835) are preserved in this Library. The Hyderabad collec­
tion and the Cama collection of Islamic manuscripts are available in
this Library. Some manuscripts were donated by HENRY BOILEAN,
Colonel J. BAILLIE, CHARLES DE LONDOFF, Captain S. DODDAM ,
H .A . DARELL, J . DELMERICK, T . HENNEY, G . SWINTON , CLAUDE
MARTIN, C. BAYLEY and others .

The following four old and rare MSS are found in this Library:

(i) A MS. , perhaps unique , of ItMfal-uiaiii' bi-akhbdr Umm al-Qurii"
by NAJM AL-DiN ABU 'L-QASIMMUl;lAMMAD, a history of Mecca
from the birth of the Holy Prophet to the first year of Hijra
(1 July, 622).

(ii) 'Unwiin al-Sharaf, a curious manuscript dealing with five sub­
jects (jurisprudence , history, grammar, prosody and rhyme) in­
geniously written on every page in seven columns, two of which
at the extremities and in the middle are written each in red and
those in between in black in such a way that the matter inscribed
in the latter, when read line by line horizontally, treats with
jurisprudence of the Shafiii School and that of four red columns
read vertically deals with prosody , history of Yemen, grammar
and rhyme respectively .
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(iii) SaM!; al-Musiiu , One of the oldest manuscripts of the Arabic
collection in the Society , transcribed in 639/1241.

(iv) Kitdb al-QiraCat al-Sabia, A treatise dealing with the recognised
schools for the different readings of the text of the Qur-'an. It is
dated 5th century Hijra, written in Khurasan and the oldest
copy of the collection.

See:
1991. Asiatic Society Library of Bengal. By A.M . FAZLE KABIR. In:
Handbook of Libraries , Archives and Information Centres in India. Ed.
B.M. Gupta. Delhi: Aditya Prakashan, Vol. 9 i, pp. 177 -194.

Published catalogues:

1837. Fihris-i kutub-i qalami »a-maibir-i kutubkhiinah-i Asiatic Society.
By ZAHIR ALl. Calcutta.

1854. Catalogue of the Arabic, Persian and Hindustany manuscripts of the
libraries of the Kings of Oudh compiled under the orders of the Governor of
India. By A. SPRENGER. Vol. 1. Calcutta: Baptist Mission Press,
645pp.

732 Arabic & Persian MSS described in great detail. Old and
Rare MSS are described in the Preface.

Particulars given: author, title , no . offolios and lines to the page.
Description of the contents as in Ahlwardt catalogue. Biography of
the authors in great detail. References to copies in other libraries of
India.

1890. Catalogue of Persian books and manuscripts in thelibrary oftheAsiatic
Society. By MIRZA ASHRAF ALl. Calcutta: Baptist Mission Press,
200pp.

Tabular Form.
Gives new no., old no ., title of the work, name of the author,

whether MS., printed or litho; subject, no. ofvols, remarks. Covers
about 1,900 MSS and books . Author index and title index , added.

1895. Catalogue ofPersian books and manuscripts in thelibrary ofthe Asiatic
Society of Bengal. By Maulvi MIRZA ASHRAF ALl. Calcutta: Baptist
Mission Press .

Gi ves no. of MS. , title of the book, author's name, whether
printed book or MS. , date of MS. , no. of vols , remarks.



INDIA-WEST BENGAL 437

1899 - 1904. Catalogue of theArabic books and manuscripts in the library
of the AsiaticSociety ofBengal. By MIRZA ASH RAF ALl. Calcutta: Baptist
Mission Press, Fasc . 1-2, 153pp.

In tabular form; new no., old no ., title of work , name of the
author, whether MS. or printed book or lithographed; date of MS.,
no . ofvols, remarks giving information about the contents or subject
matter of the MS. Contains author and title index. Covers about
1,225 MSS and printed books in Arabic only.

1905. Catalogue of the Arabicand Persian manuscripts in the library of the
Calcutta Madrasah. By KAMALUDDlN AHMAD and ABDUL MUQTADlR.
Calcutta: The Bengal Secretariat Book Depot, 115pp.

Gives no . of folios, lines, size, author, title, incipit, explicit, refer­
ence to MSS in other libraries, date of transcription , style of calli­
graphy, condition .

1908. List ofArabicand Persian manuscripts acquired . . . by theAsiaticSo­
ciety of Bengalduring1903 -1907. By M. HlDAYAT HUSAIN . Calcutta.

1911 . L ist ofArabicand Persian manuscriptsacquired . . . by the AsiaticSo­
ciety of Bengal during 1908-1910. By N. AHMAD and H . RAZAWi.
Calcutta.

1913. Author-catalogue of the Hyderabad collection of manuscripts and
printed books. By W. JONES. Calcutta.

This collection is in the Asiat Society Library .

1924. Concise descriptive catalogue of the Persian manuscripts in the collection
of theAsiatic Society of Bengal. By WLADlMIR IVANOW. Calcutta: The
Asiatic Society, 1924, rp. 1985, 934pp., 1,781 MSS. Brief review of
the collection, pp. 1- XXXI; indexes , names of persons, titles of
works, principal subjects, names of copyists, places of copying. Cor­
respondence between library marks and numbers in this catalogue.
List ofMSS containing paintings and drawings, of vignettes, and of
calligraphically written MSS.

1926. Concise descriptive catalogue of the Persian manuscripts in the Curzon
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Collection, Asiatic Society of Bengal. By WLADIMIR IVANow. Calcutta:
Baptist Mission Press, 582pp.

756 MSS, including rare works of the collection, are described.
Gives serial no ., author, title, folios, lines, probable date of tran­
scription, paper, condition, contents, references to other collections,
incipits; indexes.

1927. Concise descriptive catalogue of the Persian manuscripts in the collec­
tions of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, First supplement. By WLADIMIR
IVANow. Calcutta: Asiatic Society of Bengal.

MSS nos. 757 -924 with serial no ., MS. no., title, author, folios,
paper, no. of lines to the page, condition, style of calligraphy, date
and place of transcription, name of the copyist; indexes .

1928. Concise descriptive catalogue of the Persian manuscripts in collections
of the AsiaticSociety ofBengal, Second supplement. By W LADIMIR IVANOW.
Calcutta: The Asiatic Society of Bengal, 136pp.

MSS 925 -1 098. Details as in the first supplement.

1939. Catalogue of the Arabic manuscripts in the Collection of the Royal
Asiatic Society of Bengal. Vol. 1, prepared by WLADIMIR IVANow,
revised and edited by M. HIDAYAT HOSAIN. Calcutta: Royal Asiatic
Society of Bengal, 694pp.

Covers 1,200 MSS giving serial no ., catalogue no ., author, title,
total no. of folios, no . of lines, paper, condition, seals, marginal
notes, if any , incipits, style of calligraphy, possible date of transcrip­
tion; indexes.

1951. Catalogue of Arabic manuscripts in thecollection of the Royal Asiatic
Society of Bengal. Vol. II. By HIDAYAT HUSAIN, M. MAHFUZUL HAQ
and M. IsI;iAQUE. Calcutta: Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, 270pp .

MSS nos. 1201-1541 with author, title, serial no., contents, fo­
lios, lines, size, style of calligraphy, date, if any, marginal notes,
references to other collections, incipits & explicits; indexes.

1980. Catalogue of Arabic manuscripts (in tabular form) in the collection of
the Asiatic Society of Bengal. By K .M. MAITRA, revised and edited by
M.S . KHAN . Calcutta: The Asiatic Society, 175pp.
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233 MSS with serial no., subject, title of work, name of author,
name of commentator, script, size, folios and lines per page, extant,
condition and age, additional particulars; indexes.

Unpublished catalogues:
Asiatic Society, Islamic Section, Hand-written Catalogue of the 3rd Col­

lection.
Covers Arabic, Persian, Turkish, Urdu; total no . ofMSS: 1238,

of which Urdu MSS: 83; and Turkish MSS: 12.
Many of these Arabic and Persian MSS were subsequently in­

cluded in the different printed catalogues.

Uncatalogued MSS: 350 Arabic, 855 Persian and 450 Urdu MSS are
uncatalogued.

The National Library

Date of establishment: Renamed from the Imperial Library after in­
dependence; originally established as a result of the initiative taken
by Lord Curzon in 1903.
Conditions ofaccess: Open 09.30-18.00 every day except Saturdays,
Sundays and holidays. A scholar holding a card is permitted to con­
sult these manuscripts for study and research.
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1,161 (467 Arabic; 691 Persian;
1 Turkish; 2 Urdu).

The following collections are preserved in the library: Buhar Col­
lection: Arabic 467; Persian 485; Urdu 2; Turkish l;]adunath Sarkar
Collection: 206 Persian MSS.
Description ofcollection: It contains book and manuscript collections of
the old Fort William College Library and the Calcutta Public
Library. It moved to Belvedere, Alipore, in 1948. The manuscript
collection was brought to the annexe building in 1967.

Most of the Arabic and Persian manuscripts were donated by
Maulvi Sayyid SADRUDDIN AL-MuSAVI (Zamindar of Buhar, Burd­
wan, West Bengal) and SIR JADUNATH SARKAR, a well-known
historian of Calcutta.

The following four old and rare manuscripts are to be found in
this library:

(i) Ta'rikh -i Hardt: This unique and exceedingly valuable work, of
which no other copy is extant, is undoubtedly the most valuable
possession of this library. It gives on an elaborate scale an
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accurate account of the city of Herat and the Malik kings
between the years 1221-1321 C.E. Written in a beautiful , bold
and clear Naskh. Not dated. Edited and published by Dr. MD.
ZUBAYR SIDDIQUI. Persian MS. no . 58.

(ii) <Aji?ib al-makhliiqiu tua-ghard'ib al-maiujiiddt: A valuable work,
composed in the beginning of the latter half of the sixth century
A.H. This book was written for the last Saljuq monarch, Sultan
Tughril ibn Arsliin. It was transcribed by MUI;lAMMAD QASIM
in a clear hand and contains several miniatures of eastern style.
Persian MS. no. 97.

(iii) Tarjumat Majmai al-Bahrayn: An Arabic translation of the fa­
mous work of DARA SHIKlJH called Majma: al-Bahrayn by
MUI;lAMMAD SALII;l IBN AL-SHAYKH AI;lMAD AL-Mn'>RI aimed at
reconciling the Hindu doctrine ofJog with that of the Sufis. On
the margin are written in red ink the equivalent Sanskrit used
by the Hindus. Transcribed in bad Naskh. Not dated. Arabic
MS. no. 133.

(iv) Al-Zfj al-mulakhkhas: An astronomical treatise with copious as­
tronomical tables. The name of the author is not found in the
body of the book, but from a note on the title page it appears
that the author of the book was ASIR AL-DIN AL-MUFAJ;>J;>AL IBN
<DMAR AL-ABHARI. The preface suggests that this work is an
abridgement of Zij-i Shdhi, The title page contains some Persian
notes on astronomical subjects. Written in old Naskh. Not
dated. Arabic MS. no. 347.

Published catalogues:
1921. Catalogue raisonne of the BuharLibrary. Vol. 1: Catalogue of the Per­
sian manuscripts in the BuharLibrary. By Maulvi WASIM NASIR RADAVI
and Maulvi ABDUL-MuQTADIR. Calcutta: Imperial Library , 383pp.;
New edition published in 1982, 500pp .

Describes 485 MSS. Particulars given: serial no . , folios , lines to
the page, size, title, author's name, incipit, brief account of its con­
tents, date of transcription , scribe's name, marginal notes with date,
if any , seals recorded, language indexes.

1923. Catalogue raisonni of the Buhar Library. Vol. 2: Catalogue of the
Arabic manuscripts in the Buhar Library. By M . HIDAYAT HUSAIN .
Calcutta: Imperial Library , 619pp.

Describes 467 MSS.
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1972. Catalogue of the Persian MSS of Sir Jadunath Sarkar Collection.
By S.M. HASAN . Calcutta: Imperial Library, 61pp.

206 MSS; particulars given: serial no. , author, title, total no. of
pages and/or folios, and size.

Victoria Memorial Library

The following catalogue of the Victoria Memorial Library of
Calcutta is available:
1973. Catalogue of Arabic, Persian and Urdu manuscripts. By IQBAL
jAWAID. Calcutta: Victoria Memorial Library, 51pp.

SHANTINIKETAN (BIRBHUM)

Viswabharati University Library

This Library possesses some Arabic, Persian and Urdu manu­
scripts. No catalogue is available, although apparently a catalogue
is being prepared. In spite of considerable effort, no information
about the Islamic manuscripts could be obtained.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

Afshar, Iraj . Kitdbshindsi-yi fihristhd-yi nuskhahihd-yi khatti-i firs! dar

kitabkhanah'ha-yi dunyd. Tehran: University of Tehran , 1958.
3 + 88pp.

Lists 222 catalogues published in 17 countries; catalogues ofIndi­
an collections are on pp. 55 - 63.

'Awwad, Kiirkis. Fahdris al-makhiiuii: al-Sarabiyafi 'l-'alam. Kuwait :
Ma'had al-Makhtutat al-'Arab'iya, 1984. 2 vols .

Lists catalogues and publications about Arabic manuscripts all
over the world. India in vol. 2, pp. 304-329.

Birnbaum, Eleazar. Turkish manuscripts : cataloguing since 1960
and manuscripts still uncatalogued. Part 3: USSR, Iran, Af­
ghanistan, Arab lands (except Palestine), Israel & Palestine, India
& Pakistan, China. Journal of the American Oriental Society, 103, 1983,
pp.691-707 .
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India is on pages 706 -707 . The article describes the Turkish col­
lections and the state of their catalogues, published and unpub­
lished .

Gupta, B.M. & others (eds .) . Handbook of libraries, archives and infor­
mation centres in India . Delhi: Aditya Prakashan, 1984-.

See vol. 1 "Islamic Studies Libraries in India" by Gulab Khan
(pp. 220 - 226) and articles about individual Islamic collections in
vol. 9 (pts 1 & 2).

Huisman, A.J. W . Les manuscrits arabes dans le monde: une bibliographie
des catalogues. Leiden: E.J. Brill. 1967. 84pp.

A bibliography of published catalogues dealing only with Arabic
MSS. India on pp. 33 - 39.

Kesavan, B.S . and Banerji, C .R. Library resources in Oriental
studies in India. Papers on Oriental library collections. Ed. J.D. Pearson .
Zug: Inter Documentation Company, 1971 , pp. 14-24.

On general library resources in India for Oriental Studies .

Mikhailova, LB. and Khalidov, A.B. Bibliografiyaarabskikli rukopisei,
Moscow: Nauka. 1982. 302pp.

Bibliography of catalogues and surveys of Arabic MSS. India on
pp. 93-106.

Nadvi, Salman Shamsi, Hindiistdn ke mashriqi kutub khdne, 1. [In
Urdu. Added English title:] Oriental libraries of India. Lucknow, (ca.
1973).

Sezgin, Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums . Leiden: E.J. Brill .
1967 -. 9 vols . in progress.

Contains references to published catalogues. See particularly
vol. 6, pp . 350-359.

Storey, C .A- . Persian Literature: a bio-bibliographical survey. London .
1927 -. (Russian rev. ed . Moscow, 1972 - ).

A survey of Persian literature which lists catalogues consulted in
vols. 1 & 2.

Suleirnanov, Khamid S. Po rukopisnym fondam Indii ; [In Russian,
with English summary: "Through the manuscript funds [i.e., col­
lections] oflndia. "]. Souetskaya Tyurkologiya , 2, 1979, pp. 68 - 73.

Vajda, Georges and Durantet , Madeleine. Repertoire des catalogues et
inuentaires de manuscrits arabes . Paris : CNRS, 1949. 48pp.

General reference work listing published catalogues of Arabic
manuscript collections all over the world .
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UNION CATALOGUES & SURVEYS

1983. Descriptive catalogue of theJavanesemanuscripts and printedbooks in
themain libraries of Surakarta and Yogyakarta . By N . GIRARDET, with the
assistance ofS . PIPER & R .M. SOETANO. Wiesbaden: Steiner, 1983
(Schriftenreihe des Siidasien-Instituts der U niversitat Heidelberg,
30). 1128pp.

Incl. some Islamic texts, a few of which are in Arabic script.

1988. Small collections of Javanese manuscripts in Indonesia. By
T.E. BEHREND. Archipel, 35, 1988, pp . 23 -42 .

Appendix: Manuscript lists from Indonesian museums, pp . 35­
42. Incl. many Islamic texts, mostly Javanese, but a few in Arabic
or Sundanese .

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS

ACHEH

Ali Hasymi Library (Perpustakaan Ali Hasymi)

Description of collection: This is the personal library of ALI HASYMI,
located in the town of Acheh. Hasymi is a poet and an ex-Governor
of Acheh province. No details or catalogues are available, but
Hamdan HASSAN, 1977 (see next entry), believes that there are
several MSS of great value in the collection.

The Islamic Library of Dayah Tanah Abee (Perpustakaan Islam
Dayah Tanah Abee di Acheh)

The Library is located at the Dayah Tanah Abee traditional Islamic
school about 80 km from the town of Acheh in the island of Sumatra.
Date of establishment: Early 19th century.
Total number of Islamic MSS: Several hundred (Arabic; Malay).
Description of collection: Founded by a famous local religious scholar
by the name of SHEIKH ABDUL WAHAB. He was known as an ener­
getic collector ofIslamic books and MSS in both Arabic and Malay.
With the help of his students, he was said to have collected more than
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2,000 books and MSS for the Library . Unfortunately , a large
proportion of the original collection has either been lost or partially
or wholl y damaged.

Many of the MSS have titles , but only a small number have been
catalogued. The untitled ones await examination by scholars . Most
of the MSS are written in the jawi script.

judging from the few MSS that have been identified so far, this
collection must be regarded as very important in several respects.
Firstly , it is rich in terms of the number of branches of knowledge
covered. Secondly, the collection includes many theological,
philosophical, and Sufi works written by leading thinkers of Malay­
Islamic history , including ABDUL RAUF OF SINGKEL, AL-RANIRI,
SHAMSUDDIN AL-SUMATRANI , and ABDUL SAMAD OF PALEMBANG .
Thirdly , many of the works may be dated as far back as the early
17th century , and, in the case of some of them, even as early as the
16th century .

This collection covers at least the following fields : jurisprudence,
metaphysics (particularly Sufi metaphysics of the Ibn (Arabi
school), theology (Uiul ai-din) , epistemology , psychology , cosmology
(mainly Sufi) , Sufi ethics, Malay Sufi orders, eschatology, science
of the spiritual path , literature. It is already established that a good
number of the MSS comprise literary works that are unique to this
collection. For example, there are works attributed to ABDUL RAUF
OF SINGKEL and AL-RANIRI but which until now have been very little
known to scholars. The collection may have in store a few other sur­
pnses.

The Arabic MSS include MAJ:iMlJD AL-I:IusNI AL-BuKHARI AL­
SHATARI'S Adwiir al-uiujiid and 24 vols. of FAKHR AL-DIN RAZI'S
grand commentary on the Qur)an.

On the whole, the collection is almost untouched. More investiga­
tive work needs to be done before we can come up with satisfactory
descriptions of the MSS.

For further information, see :

1976. Laporan Survey Tentang Naskhah-Naskhah Melayu di
Acheh . By Henri CHAMBERT-LoIR. Buletin Pendidikan dan Kebuda­
yaan, julai 1976.

1977. Naskhah-Naskhah Islam di Dayah Tanah Abee Aceh. By Hamdan



INDONESIA-ACHEH 447

HASSAN. Kuala Lumpur: University of Malaya (Department of
Malay Studies Data Papers, 19).

M. Junus Djamil Library (Perpustakaan M. Junus Djamil)

Status: Private library
Description ofcollection: The number of MSS is not known but is quite
substantial. The collection covers at least the following fields :
jurisprudence (mainly of the Shiifici school), Sufism, metaphysics
and theology, history of the Malay sultanate, Malay Sufi orders, the
Islamic legal system in the Acheh Empire, and the Wujiidiya school
of HAMZAH FANSURI.

Only some of the MSS have proper titles, and some of these are
doubtful ; many are not dated .

The collection comprises both originals and later copies; but the
latter category appears to constitute the greater bulk of it.

For a brief description of some of the MSS, see:
1977. Hamdan HASSAN, op. cit. (see preceding entry), pp. 10-11.

Sayid Zainal Abidin

Status: Private library
According to Hamdan HASSAN, 1977 (see above), this collection

includes Malay MSS.

DARUSSALAM

Centre for the Study of Social Sciences (Pusat Penelitian Ilmu­
Ilmu Sosial)

According to Hamdan HASSAN, 1977 (see above), there are some
Malay MSS here .

Raniri State Islamic Institute (Institut Agama Islam Negeri al­
Raniri)

According to Hamdan HASSAN, 1977 (see above), there are some
Malay MSS here .
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JAKARTA

INDONESIA-JAKARTA

Perpustakaan Nasional Indonesia (Indonesian National
Library)

P.O. Box 3624, Jakarta 10002
Tel.: 3101411
Date of establishment: 1989
Status: National library
Total number of Islamic MSS: Over 10,000 (mainly Malay and
Javanese; some Arabic).
Description of collection: This newly built national library promises a
bright future for the preservation and documentation oflndonesia's
intellectual heritage , and for the study of Malay-Indonesian Islamic
MSS in particular.

The Library's importance lies in the following:

(1) in its efforts to turn itself into a truly national documentation
centre , it has assumed the task of collecting MSS, originals or
copies, from individuals and institutions scattered all over the
islands of Indonesia;

(2) it seeks to obtain microfilms and, wherever possible, copies of
Malay-Indonesian MSS which are currently preserved in
libraries outside Indonesia, particularly in Europe. So far it has
succeeded in acquiring microfilms of all MSS kept at the British
Library in London;

(3) well-known individual collections of MSS, either partially or
wholly preserved at different libraries in Indonesia prior to 1989,
will continue to exist as collections with the same names in their
new home at Perpustakaan Nasional. Consequently, pre-1989
catalogues of some of these collections are still in use (see below)
although a new and more up-to-date catalogue has been pre­
pared and published.

The Perpustakaan Nasional is, in fact, a successor to several well­
known libraries whose long history may be traced back to the Dutch
colonial period . The most famous institution housing Malay­
Indonesian MSS during this period was the Library of the Batavian
Society. When Indonesia became independent in 1947, this Library
became known as Perpustakaan Lembaga Kebudajaan Indonesia
(the Library of the Indonesian Board of Culture). In 1979 it was
moved to become a part of Museum Pusat where it assumed the new
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name of Perpustakaan Museum Nasional (the National Museum
Library). In 19B9 it was again moved, this time to become the
nucleus of the newly established Perpustakaan Nasional Indonesia.

There are several well-known individual collections inherited
from these earlier libraries that no longer exist. These include:

(a) Brandes collection (formerly kept at Perpustakaan Lembaga
Kebudajaan Indonesia). This contains at least B5 different titles,
some of which are available in several copies. The collection covers
at least the following fields: jurisprudence, principles of religion,
Qur)anic sciences, literature (narratives, poetry, short stories),
Haditli literature, Islamic and customary laws, Sufism.

Most of the MSS have proper titles . The rest are given tentative
titles of a general nature based on their content: for example, a num­
ber of MSS are simpl y entitled " Religious Teachings". Only a few
of the MSS are unique to the Collection.

Many of the MSS are not dated; some of them are later copies of
the originals, but some ma y be dated as early as the 17th century.
The texts of many of the MSS have not yet been edited and studied.

For detailed descriptions, see VAN RONKEL'S 1909 catalogue
below .

(b) Cohen Stuart Collection (formerly kept at the Perpustakaan
Kebudajaan Indonesia). This contains 37 different titles , most of
which deal with hagiography , that is, with legends , stories, and tales
of Sufi saints . The rest cover such fields as chronology , medicine ,
history of the prophets, and literature on the Sufi doc trine of the
" M uhammadan Light" .

Only a few of the titles are unique to the Collection. Many of the
MSS are undated .

For detailed descriptions, see VAN RONKEL ' s 1909 catalogue
below.

(c) Von de Wall Collection (formerly kept at Perpustakaan Lem­
baga Kebudajaan Indonesia). At least 220 different titles are known;
many are available in several copies. This is a very rich collection
in terms of the subjects covered, which include: Sufism (meta­
physics, cosmology, psychology , eschatology , ethi cs, and rituals) ,
theology (usid al-diny, kaldm , law and jurisprudence, history of
Malay kingship , history of the prophets , literature on the Prophet
and his family , Malay history , mathematics , astronomy , medicine ,
literature (legends, tales, and va rious forms of M alay poetry) ,
Qur'anic sciences, Hadith literatu re, commen taries on the Qur-'an ,
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Sufi saints and their spiritual orders. Most of the MSS have proper
titles.

The collection includes several copies of a Malay translation of
IBN cATA' ALLAH 'S Kitdb al-hikam, Malay versions of Kalila wa­
Dimna , and works by famous Malay philosophers and Sufis such as
AL-RANIRI and CABO AL-RA'UF OF SINGKEL. Many of the MSS are
not dated; some of them are later copies of the originals, but some
may be dated as early as the 17th century. Textually, many of the
MSS have not yet been edited or studied.

For detailed descriptions, see VAN RONKEL'S 1909 catalogue
below.

(d) Overbeck Collection (formerly kept at the Museum Pusat).
This is a collection of 26 MSS of which only nine are 'unique', in
the sense that all the others are related to each other. Seven are origi­
nal JaWl MSS; the rest are transcriptions of these and others, and
typed and handwritten copies of published and unpublished articles
and notes.

Most of the MSS have titles: these are Malay chronicles and tales,
and are therefore particularly relevant to the study of Malay Islamic
literature. All the MSS are fairly recent and could be dated (from
late 18th century onwards) .

For detailed descriptions of the MSS, see KRATZ'S 1980 article
below.

(e) The rest of the MSS include the large Bat. Gen. Collection
formerly kept at the Museum Pusat and prior to that at the
Perpustakaan Lembaga Kebudajaan Indonesia (this collection in­
cludes 20 titles inherited from the Library of the Batavian Society).
These MSS number more than 500 items with at least 250 different
titles. This is also a rich collection in terms of subject-matter, cover­
ing many branches of the religious and philosophical sciences. In ad­
dition, there are numerous MSS dealing with various aspects of
Malay history, culture, and civilisation. The collection includes
Malay translations or paraphrases of well-known religious, histori­
cal, and literary works from the Muslim heritage. Of great sig­
nificance is perhaps a number of original Malay works written by
famous Malay theologians, philosophers, and Sufis.

The originals of some of the copied MSS are located in European
libraries, mainly Leiden University Library and the British Library ;
but in some cases the originals have not yet been located. Most of
the MSS have proper titles; however, there is reason to doubt the
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accuracy of some of them . The rest are simply given general titles
such as " mys tical work" , " religio us teachings " , and " praye rs" . A
conside rable number of the MSS are unique to the collection .

The MSS can be dated from th e 17th century onwards . The texts
of man y of the MS S , including the titl ed ones , have not yet been
edited or studied . M any are in poor physical sha pe : some have their
pages torn , especially at the beginning and end.

For detailed descriptions of the MSS , see VAN R ONKEL'S 1909
catalogue and VOORHOEVE' s 1980 list below.

Publ ished catalogues:

1873. Codicum Arabicorum in Bibliotheca Societatis A rtium et Scientiarum

quae Bataviae floret asservatorum catalogum inchoatum a Doct. R .
FRIEDERICH absolvit indicibu sque instruxit L.W.C . VAN DENBERG.
Batavia [ja karta ] & The H agu e. 154pp.

159 Arabic MSS . Indexes of titles and names. Supplem en t pub­
lished in 1913 (see below).

1909. Catalogus der Maleische handschriften in het Museum van het
Bata viaasch Genootschap van Kunsten en Wetenschappen. By PH.S. VAN
RONKEL. Batavia [jakarta] & The Hague (Verhandelingen van het
Bataviaasch Genootschap, LVII). 546pp .

919 Malay & Minangkabau MSS . Detail ed descripti ons. Indexes
of title s.

1913. Supplement to the Catalogue of the Arab ic manuscripts preserved in the

Museum ofthe Batavia Society ofArts and Sciences. By PH.S. VAN RONKEL.
Batavia Uakarta] & The Hague . 554pp.

861 Arabic MSS. Indexes of authors & titles.

1950. Indonesische handschriften I Lembaga Kebudajaan Indonesia,
" Koninklijk Bataviaasch Genootschap va n Kunsten en W eten­
schappen" . By R .M . NG. POERBATJARAKA, P. VOORHOEVE &
C. HOOYKAAs . Bandung: Nix, 1950. 210pp.

Mainly Malay & Javanese. Incl . surveys ofJakarta collections.

1977. Directions for travellers on the mystic path . . . with an appendix on

Palembang manuscripts and authors. By G .W.J. DREWES. The Hague:
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Nijhoff (Verhandelingen van het Koninklijk Instituut voor Taal-,
Land- en V olkenkunde , 81) .

Appendix, pp. 198-216, contains notes on MSS of the
Bataviaasch Genootschap , Overbeck Collection and elsewhere.

1980. A brief description of the "Malay" manuscripts of the
" O verbeck Collection" at the Museum Pusat, Jakarta. By E.U.
KRATZ. Journal of the Malaysian Branch ofthe Royal Asiatic Society, 53 i,
1980, pp. 90 -106.

Detailed descriptions of 22 MSS .

1980. List of Malay manuscripts which were formerly kept at the
General Secretariat in Batavia . Edited by P. VOORHOEVE. Archipel,
20,1980 , pp . 71-77 .

List compiled before 1850, contained in a MS. in Leiden Univer­
sity Library.

Unpublished catalogues:
1972. Team Pelaksana Proyek Inventarisasi dan Dokumentasi
Kebudayaan Nasional , Bidan Permuseuman, ed. Katalogus Koleksi

Naskah Melayu , Museum Pusat Dep. P & K, Jakarta, 1972.

TERNATE

A number of M alay and Arabic MSS (including 17th-century
Qur'ans) , preserved in mosque libraries and elsewhere on this
island , are reported in
1982. Rapport preliminaire sur les manuscrits anciens et les vestiges
epigraphiques de Ternate et Tidore. Par Hasan MUARIF AMBARY.
Archipel, 23, 1982, pp . 135-145 .

Manuscrits conserves a Ternate, pp . 135 -138 .

TIDORE

The Great Mosque (Mesjid J am i) and several private collections
contain Qur'ans and Malay and Tidorese MSS, according to
1982. Rapport preliminaire (see preceding reference) .

Manuscrits conserves a Tidore, pp . 138-140.
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INTRODUCTION

On the basis of existing evidence" one can claim that Iran is, after
Turkey, the second most important country as regards the posses­
sion of Islamic manuscripts. Its importance does not lie merely in
the fact that Iran possesses a large number of Islamic manuscripts
(approximately 200,000). For there are hundreds of very old,
unique, rare and precious manuscripts kept in Iranian collections.
The collection of Astan-i Quds Razavi in Mashhad alone contains
over 11,000 Qur)an manuscripts, some of them written by the most
famous Muslim calligraphers , gilded with marvellous illumination
and decorations of high artistic quality.

It is necessary to mention here three characteristics of Iranian col­
lections in relation to this current survey:

1. Traditionally there has been a reluctance in Iran to make any dis­
tinction between Arabic, Turkish and Persian manuscripts. Con­
sequently no-one has made a serious attempt to give statistics of
the manuscripts according to the languages in which they are
written: this is true in big public collections as well as small pri­
vate ones. Therefore only the total number of manuscripts is
given in most cases .

2. Iranian private collections are numerous. Although the contents
of several important private collections have been either donated
to public or university libraries or purchased by them, there are
still many important private collections in Iran.

3. There is reason to believe that there are still collections in private
hands, in old Madrasahs and mosques which are not known to
researchers . Though every effort has been made to make this sur­
vey as comprehensive as possible, it is by no means exhaustive.

As regards cataloguing, the first attempt to catalogue the existing
collections systematically started some 70 years ago . There is still a
long way to go to catalogue all of the existing collections. The first

• The results of the present survey ofIslamic MSS throughout the world give sub­
stance to this claim. However, we are not sure about the state and statistics of
Islamic manuscripts in India. Though the survey has been completed there , and
is published elsewhere in this volume, the results are not comprehensive enough to
convince us whether or not India should be considered as the second most impor­
tant country as regards the possession of Islamic manuscripts .
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cataloguers, who were well established scholars in the field of Islamic
learning, include: UKTA)I, ABU AL-QASIM ICTI~AM AL-MuLK, IBN
YUSUF I:IADA)IQ (SHIRAZI), cABD AL cAzIz JAVAHIRKALAM,
MUI;fAMMAD NAKHJAvANI and then MUI;fAMMAD TAQI DANISH­
PAZHUH, hAJ AFSHAR, cALI NAQI MUNzAvI, cABD AL-I:IUSAYN
I:IA)IRI, AI;fMAD GULcHIN MAcANI, AI;fMAD MUNzAvI, MAHDI
VILA'I, AI;fMAD I:IuSAYNI ISHKAVARI, RI?;A USTADI and others.

Two of the above mentioned scholars deserve particular mention:
first, MUI;fAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH who with his vast and pro­
found knowledge of Islamic manuscripts rendered a great service to
the field by cataloguing several important collections, both public
and private, in Tehran and other cities ofIran. He also collaborated
with other scholars in cataloguing collections. Secondly, hAJ
AFSHAR who also pushed the trend of cataloguing Iranian collections
forwards in two ways: 1) by cataloguing private and public collec­
tions individually or in collaboration with others; 2) by organising
cataloguing projects and by encouraging and helping other scholars
to catalogue more collections in the country.

Two further things are also worth mentioning in connection with
the survey of Iran. All changes of names of collections and libraries
which occurred in the wake of the revolution in 1979 in Iran have
been recorded wherever possible: the former names are indicated
either in footnotes or under the description of the collection. Second­
ly, as far as the names of collections are concerned, all titles such as :
Ayat Allah , Hujjat al-Islam, Sayyid , Hajj, Mirza and Doctor,
which usually precede the names of the collections, are omitted .
When absolutely necessary , in only a few cases , such titles have been
put after the name of the collection, in brackets.

We should like to acknowledge the help of Professor AFSHAR who,
during his recent visit to London, kindly went through this survey
in its final stage and made a few suggestions. Our thanks are also
due to our friend SHAHRAM PAzuKI who provided us with some in­
formation about a few collections.

Cambridge,
December 1991
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FIZ
LA
NDAI
NKH

RAAD

RIMA

RK

Farhang-i Irdn-Zamin
Lughat al-'Arab
Nashriyah-i Ddnishkadah-i Adabiydt-i Isfahiin
Nuskhah'hd-yi Khaui (Nashriyah-i Kitabkhanah-i
Markazi va Markaz-i Asnad-i Danishgah-i Tihran)
Revuedel 'Academie Arabe aDamas = Majallat al-Majma' al­
'Ilmz al-SArabi bi-Dimashq
Revue de l'Institut des Manuscrits Arabes = Majallat Ma'had
al-Makhtutat al-'Arab"iya
Rdhnimd-yi Kitab

UNION CATALOGUES & SURVEYS

1927. Ahamm khaza'in kutub Iran min qadima wa-haditha, by
'ABO AL-'Aziz AL-JAWAHIRi, LA , 5, pp. 209-215.

1927. Khazjr'in Iran allati unshi/at fi awa'il 'C).~r al-Dawla al­
Qajariya, by 'ABO AL-Aziz AL-JAWAHIRi, LA, 5, pp . 520-528.

1927. Kutub fi khaza/in Iran , by ABU 'ABOALLAH AL-ZANJANi, LA ,
5, pp. 33-35.

1928. Khaza-in Zanjan fi Iran , by ABU 'ABO ALLAH AL-ZANJANi,
LA, 6, pp . 92-96 .

1928. Khurasan wa-Khizanatuha, by ABU 'ABOALLAH AL-ZANJANi,
LA, 6, pp . 662-665 & 731-736.

1947. Khazd'in al-kutub al-'Arab"iya fi 'l-Khiinaqayn, By PHILIP
TARRAZi. Beirut.

1948. Al-rnakatib al-Iraniya wa-Pl-Maktab al-Ridawiya wa-wasf
ba -d kutubiha, by SULAYMAN ZAHIR, RAAD, 23, pp. 382 -401.

1949. Nafa/is al-makhtiitat al-'Arabi fi Mashhad , by AS'AD TALAS,
RAAD, 24, pp. 90-102 & 267-278 .
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1950. Makhtiitat Ibn Sina fi Iran, in Mu'allaftt Ibn Sind, by Ab
GEORGE SHAl;fATA QANAWATI. Cairo: Dar al-Ma'firif, pp. 432 -434.

1952. Al-rnakhtiitat al-cArabiya fi Iran, by l:IUSAYN cALI MAl;fFU~ ,

MajallatMuCallimal-jadid(Baghdad), 15, pp. 33-39 & 311-317.

1954. Fihrist-i musannafdt-i Ibn Sinii. By YAl;fYA MAHDAVI. Tehran,
1333. 413 + 20pp.

1956. Ashnii'i bii chand nuskhah-i khaui. By MUDARRISI TABATABA'I &
RI~A USTADI. Qum, 1335. 448pp.

1957. Nafatis al-makhtirtat aI-CArabiya fi Iran, by I:!USAYN cALI
MAl;fFU~, RIMA, 3, pp. 3 -78.

1958. Farhangniimah'hii-yi cArabl: bi Fdrsi . By cALI NAQI MUNZAVI.
Tehran, 1337. 342 + 8pp.

1958. Kitabkhanahha-yi Iran, by cALI NURA'I, Majallah-i Kitiibhii­
yi Miih, 1337, pp. 52-53 .

1960. Mu'allaftt va Musannafdt-i ABU BAKR MU~iAMMAD IBN

ZAKARIYA-yt' RAZi. By MAl;fMUD NAJMABADI. Tehran , 1339.
6 + 442pp .

1960. Ba'that Ma'Iiad al-Makhtutat iIa Iran , by SALAl;l AL-DIN AL­
MUNAJJID , RIMA , 6, pp. 325-332.

1961. Fihrist-i parah/i az kutub-i akhlaq va siyasat, by MUl;lAMMAD
TAQi DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 1, 1340, pp. 211-227.

1962. Muiarrifi-i chand nuskhah-i khatti, by MUl;lAMMAD SADR
HASHIMi, NKH, 2,1341, pp. 182-187 .

1962. Kitabkhanahha-yi Mashhad , by MU!;iAMMAD TAQi DANISH­
PAZHUH, RK, 5, 1341, pp . 991- 994.
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1962. Fihrist-i kutub-i khatti-i kitiibkhiinahWi-yi Isfahan: By Sayyid
MUI;lAMMAD 'ALI RAw~ATI. Isfahan, 1341. 399 + 8pp .

1962. Fihrist-i mujmali az munsha/at va makatib va tarassulat-i
Farsi, by MAHDI BAYANi, NKH, 2, 1341, pp. 43-49.

1964. Kitabshinasi-i Firaq va Adiyan, by MUI;lAMMAD TAQi
DANISHPAZHlJH, Farhang-i lriin-Zamin, 12, 1343, pp . 98-121.

1964. Qism al-Makhtiitat al-Nadira, by I:!USAYN 'ALI MAI;lFU?, Al­
Aqldm, 7, pp. 135 -140 .

1965. Fihrist-i kitabkhanah/ha-yi shahristanha: Tabriz, Kashan,
Yazd, Isfahan, by MUI;lAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 4,
1344, pp. 283 -480.

1966. Makhtiitat Iran, in Makh~ii~iit al-miisiqa al-'Arabryafi al-'iilam,
by ZAKARIYA YUSUF. Baghdad, pp. 16-23.

1966 -1974. Fihrist-i nuskhahihd-yi khaui-i firsi . By AI;lMAD
MUNZAVI. Tehran: Regional Cultural Institute, 1348-1353.6 vols.

In this union catalogue 49,022 Persian MSS have been described.
The details of each volume arc as follows :

Vol. I, 1348, 717pp . Vol. II, Part One, 1349, 718-1489pp., Part
Two, 1349, 1490-1841pp. Vol. III , 1350, 1842-2615pp. Vol. IV,
1351, 2617-3439pp. Vol. V, 1351, 3441-3929pp. Vol. VI, 1353,
8 + 3929-4726pp.

1967. Fihrist-i kitabkhanah/ha-yi 'umumi va khusiisi-i Hamadan,
by MUI;lAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 5, 1346, pp. 326-387.

1967. Fihrist-i kitabkhanahha-yi shahr-i Qum, by MU~IAMMAD

TAQI DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 5, 1346, pp . 397 -399 .

1967. Fihrist-i kitiibkhanalr'ha-yi 'umumi va khusirsi-i Isfahan , by
MUI,iAMMAD TAQi DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 5, 1346, pp. 298-325 .
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1967. Fihrist-i kitabkhanahjha-yi cumumi va khusiisi-i shahr-i
Rasht , by MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH, NKH, 5, 1346, pp .
388-396.

1967. Fihrist-i kitabkhanalr'ha-yi cumumi va khusiisi-i Shiraz, by
M UI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH , NKH, 5 , 1346, pp. 205-297 .

1967. Al-rnakhtirtat al-nadira fi Madinat Mashhad, by cABD ALLAH
FAYYAI? , in: Al-Mulhaq al-Adablli-jaridat Al-]umhiirlya (Baghdad),
Nisan, 1967, p . 2 .

1969 -71. Tazkaralrhii-yi Farsi, By AI;IMAD GULCHIN MAcANL
Vol. I, Tehran, 1348, 765 + 5pp. Vol. II, Tehran, 1350, 1006pp.

1971. Notes on some public and semi-public libraries in the Near
and Middle East containing Persian and other Moslem
Manuscripts, by Bo UTAS, A cta Orientalia, 33 , pp. 169-172 .

The Iranian libraries are described on pages 181 - 189.

1972. Fihrist- i nuskhah/hd-yi khaui-i chahdr kitdbkhdnah-i Mashhad. By
KA~IM MUDiR-SHANAHcHI, cABD ALLAH NURANI & TAQI BINIsH.
Tehran , 1351 . 435pp + ills .

1972. Fihrist-i nuskhahlhii-yi khaiti-i dii kitdbkhdnah-i Mashhad. By
KA~IM MUDIR-SHANAHcHI, cABD ALLAH NURANI & TAQI BINISH.
Vol. II. Tehran, 1351. 439-1080pp + ills.

1974. Fihrist-i nuskhahihii-yi khaui-i Rasht va Hamadiin. By
MUI;IAMMAD RAwsHAN, JAVAD MAQ~UD & Pxnviz AZ;KA'L Vol. III.
Tehran, 1353 . 1084-1797pp + ills.

1974. Nuskhah-ha/i dar Yazd, by Sayyid AI;IMAD I:IUSAYNI, NKH,
7,1353, pp. 703-713.

1975. Mu'iarrifi-i nuskhalr'ha-yi mumtaz-i Hamadan , by I:IUSAYN
MUDARRISI TABATABA'I, in: Nukhustin kungarah-i tahqiqdt-i iriinl.
Tehran, 1354, pp. 517-526.
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AHVAZ

Muhammad Shushtari Collection

463

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 32 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The Arabic MSS cover mainly the fields of
fiqh , tafsirand belief, and the Persian ones are mostly related to liter­
ature. Out of 32 MSS, 11 are majmiirah MSS in a mixture of Arabic
and Persian.
Published catalogues: The collection has been briefly catalogued. The
published catalogue is not detailed. It gives in most cases the title
and the author for each individual MS . See
1974. Nuskhahha-yi khatti-i Sayyid MU!;IAMMAD SHUSHTARi
Ahvaz by cALi NAQi MUNZAVi, NKH, 7, 1353, p. 795.

AMUL

Mirza Abu al-Hasan Pishnamaz Amuli Collection

Status : Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 25 (Arabic and Persian) .
Description ofcollection: The MSS are mostly related to ShiCitefiqh and
hadith, There is also a MS. on Persian poetry , a couple of MSS on
medicine and alchemy, and 2 of them are majmuCah MSS.
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued. The pub­
lished catalogue is not detailed. See
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Aqa-yi Mirza ABU AL-I:!ASAN PiSHNAMAZ
AMULi dar Shahr-i Amul by MU!;IAMMAD TAQi DANISHPAZHUH,
NKH, 5, 1346, pp. 400-403.

ARAK

CAbd al-Husayn Bayat Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 75 (Arabic and Persian) *.
Description of collection: The collection contains important MSS on
history, tazkarah, literature and in particular on Persian poetry , i.e.
Divans. A part of this collection has been donated to the Anjurnan-i
A§ar-i Milli Library.



464 IRAN-ARAK

Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued in part only .
Some 75 MSS, mostly Divans and a few historical MSS have been
described in the following work:
1969. Fihrist-i qismati az kutub-i khatti-i Marhum-i 'ABO
AL-I:!USAYN BAYAT by AI;IMAO GULCHiN MA'ANi, NKH, 6, 1348,
pp. 63 -117 .
See also
1969 - 71. Ta~karah'ha-yiFarsi by AI.IMAO GULCHIN MA'ANI under
"Union Catalogues" above.

• The total number of MSS of this private collection is not known .
The figure indicates only the number of MSS which have been
catalogued.

Kitabkhanah-i 'Umiimi-i Shahr-i Arak

Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 19 (Arabic and Persian)";
Description oj collection: IBRAHIM DIHGAN donated his private collec­
tion to this library. The donation constitutes the main bulk of the
MSS of this collection. The MSS mostly cover the fields ofjiqh and
tafsir; Persian literature is also represented.
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued in part. See
1967. Nuskhahha-yi khatti-i IBRAHIM DIHGAN by hAl AFSHAR,
NKH, 5,1346, p. 112.

1969. Nuskhahha-yi khatti-i IBRAHIM DIHGAN by IRA] AFSHAR,
NKH, 6, 1348, pp. 589-592.

• The total number of MSS is not known. The figure indicates only
the MSS which have been catalogued .

ARDABIL

Astanah-i Shaykh Safi al-Din Ardabifi

Status: Endowment
Published catalogues:
1975. Nuskhah/ha-yi rnusavvar-i astanah-i Shaykh SAFIAL-DIN, by
NUSHIN NAFISi. Hunar oa Mardum, 152, 1354, pp. 41-47.
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HAMADA.N

Aramgah-i Bii cAli Library

465

Status: PubliC/State
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 25 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish).
Description oj collection: The MSS cover the fields of medicine , logic
and philosophy, poetry and prayer. There is also one Turkish­
Persian MS . on lexicography, and two are majmicab. MSS contain­
ing Arabic and Persian tr eatises .
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued by PARVIZ
A~KA'I, whose work has been seen , com pleted and published by
DANISHPAZHUH. See
1967. Fihrist-i kitabkhanah-i Aramgah-i Bii cAll dar Hamadan,
pp. 326 - 340 in Fihrist-i kitabkhanab 'ha-yi cumuml va khusirsi-i
shahr-i Hamadan by MUI:iAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZH UH, NKH, 5,
1346, pp. 326 - 387.

Awqaf Library

Status: Public/Endowment
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4 (Ara bic and Persian) .
Description ofcollection : The Arabic MSS mainly coverjiqh. One MS.,
a Divan attributed to IMAM cALI, contains a Persian translation
under the Arabic lin es and Persian commentary in the margin.
Publishedcatalogues: The collection has been bri efly described and the
catalogue published. See under
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Awqaf, p. 349 in the above cited article by
MUI:iAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH.

Bahr al-Fa~a'il Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 15 (Arabic and Persian) .
Description oj collection : 4 MSS , which belong to the owner of the col­
lection , are on ShiCiteji"qh and alchemy. The others, which do not
belong to him but are in his keeping, cover the fields of Arabic lin ­
guistics, jiqh and logic .
Published catalogues: The 4 MSS belonging to th e owner have been
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catalogued by MUI;lAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH. The catalogue is
not detailed; see
1967. Nuskhah/ha-yi .Aqa-yi BAI;lR AL-FA?;A'IL, p. 370 in the above
quoted article by MUI;lAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH.

The remainder of the MSS in the collection have been catalogued
in detail by PARVIZ A~KA'I. See
1974. Nuskhah/ha-yi .Aqa-yi BAI;lR AL-FA?;A'IL, pp. 1662-1671, in
Fihrist-i nuskhahihd-yi khaui-i kitabkhiinah'ha-yi Rasht va Ramadan by
M UI;lAMMAD RAWSHAN , JAVAD MAQ~UD and Pxnviz A~KA'I.

Tehran: Intisharat-i Farhang-i Iran-Zarnin, 1353/1974.

Dabiristan-i Amir Kabir Library

Status: School library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 13 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The MSS are in the main on ShiCitefiqh; the
remainder are on tafsir and grammar.
Published catalogues: The published catalogue gives some information
on the title , author and script of the individual MSS. See
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Dabiristan-i Arnir Kabir, pp. 347 - 348 in the
above mentioned article by M UI;lAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH.

Damghani Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 22 (Arabic and Persian) .
Descriptionofcollection: The MSS are mainly on ShiCiteji'qh and belief.
Two of them are majmuCah MSS .
Published catalogues: The published catalogue is not detailed . See
1967. Nuskhah/ha-yi .Aqa-yi DAMGHANI, pp . 383 - 384 in the above
mentioned article by MUI;lAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH .

Habib Javahir'i Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 56 (Arabic and Persian).
Description ofcollection: The fields of Qur'an,jiqh, tafs ir, logic , medi­
cine , history and literature are covered in this collection . Four MSS
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are majmiiiahs which contain Arabic and Persian treatises on various
subjects.
Publishedcatalogues: The published catalogue provides detailed infor­
mation on each MS. See
1974. Nuskhahha-yi Aqa-yi I:IABIB JAVAHIRI, pp. 1673 -1685 in
Fihrist-i nuskhahihd-yi khaui-i Rasht ua Hamaddn by MU~AMMAD

RAWSHAN, J AVAD MAQ.~lJD and PARVIZ A~KA)f. Tehran: Intisharat-i
Farhang-i Iran-Zarnin, 1353/1974.

Hajji Izadi Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 20 (Arabic and Persian).
Description oj collection: The MSS cover the fields ofjiqh, kalam, litera­
ture, history and medicine. There are 3 majmuCah MSS in the collec­
tion, 2 of which are on religious subjects and the third on medicine,
containing Arabic and Persian treatises .
Published catalogues: An undetailed published catalogue is available.
See
1967. Nuskhalr'ha-yi Aqa-yi I:IAJJI IzADI, pp. 366 - 368 in the afore­
mentioned article by MU~AMMAD T AQ.I DANISHPAZHllH.

Hasan Panbahchi Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 3 (Persian) .
Description oj collection: The MSS are on jiqh; one of them is a
majmiirah,
Publishedcatalogues: The MSS have been briefly described. See
1967. Nuskhahha-yi Aqa-yi I:IASAN PANBAHcHI, p. 381 in the
above quoted article by MU~AMMAD TAQ.I DANISHPAZHlJH.

ICtimad al-Dawlah Library

Status: Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 52 (Arabic and Persian).
Description oj collection: The MSS cover Persian poetry and prose, and
also history, jiqh, ethics and medicine. Two of the MSS are
majmiirah« on Persian poetry and prose.
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Published catalogues: The published catalogue, which gives in almost
all cases the title and author of each MS., is based on a handlist
available in the collection . See
1967. Kitabkhanah-i ICTIMAD AL-DAWLAH, pp. 341-346 in the
previously cited article by M UI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH.

Jalali Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 3 (2 Arabic/Persian; 1 Persian).
Description of collection: The Arabic MSS are on Shi'iite belief and
prayer. They also have Persian translations of the texts. The Persian
MS. is a Divan of !:IAFI?:.
Published catalogues: The published catalogue is not detailed. See
1967. Nuskhahha-yi Aqa-yi Duktur JALALI, p. 382 in the above
mentioned article by MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH.

Kamali' Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 74 (Arabic and Persian).
Description oj collection: There are 62 MSS onJiqh and religious sub­
jects, which were written 80 - 90 years ago. The older MSS, 12 in
number, cover mainly Shi -ite Jiqh and belief. Four MSS are
majmii'ahs containing Arabic and Persian treatises on various
subjects.
Published catalogues: The undetailed published catalogue gives infor­
mation on the older MSS onl y. See
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Aqa-yi KAMALI, pp . 385-387 in MUI;IAMMAD
TAQI DANISHPAZHUH 'S article .

Madrasah-i Akhiind-i Ramadan (Kitabkhanah-i Gharb)

Date oj establishment: 1324/1945
Status: Endowment/Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2,555 (Arabic; Persian ; Turkish) .
Conditions of access: None
Description oj collection: The old madrasah known as " M adrasah-i
Akhund-i Hamadani'" was refurbished in 1321/1942 and one of its
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traditional rooms-a /:lujrah-was allocated to the library. The col­
lection of MSS belonging to the latel:iajj MUJ:lAMMAD JAcFAR
QARAGUZLU known as MAJ~lJB cALISHAH KABUDAR-AHANGI, which
was kept in a village near Hamadan , was then transferred to the
newly established library (most of the MSS in this collection were
badly damaged). Through careful repair work approximately 400
MSS were saved and these MSS constituted the first holding of
the Madrasah-i Akhund-i Hamadan. In 1332/1953 a new building
was donated to the library and was called "Kitabkhanah va
Qara''atkhanah-i cUmumi-i Gharb". More MSS were acquired by
the library through purchase and don ations from pious people. The
MSS arc currently kept safely on shelves and are in no danger. The
collection covers all fields of Islamic sciences.
Published catalogues:
1967. Fihrist-i kitabkhanah-ha-yi cumumi va khusiisi-i shahr-i
Hamadan, by MUJ:lAMMAD TAQI DANlSHPAZHllH , NKR, 5, 1346,
pp . 326 - 367. See section on Kitabkhanah-i Madrasah-i Gharb-i
Harnadan, pp. 352-365. He provides brief information only on
some of the MSS he has seen .

1974. Fihrist-i nuskhahha-yi khatti kitabkhanah-i Gharb­
Madrasah-i Akhund-i Harnadan , by JAVAD MAQl?lJD, pp. 1239­
1618 in Fihrist-i Nuskhahihii-yi Khaut- i KitiibkhiinaPhii-yi Rasht va
Hamadiin , by MUI;IAMMAD RAWSHAN , JAVAD MAQl?UD and PARvIz
A~KA)I. Tehran : Intisharat-i Farhang-i Iran-Zamin, 1353.

1977. Fihrist-i nuskhah'hd-yi khaui-i kitdbkhanah-i Gharb-Madrasah-i
Akhiind-i Ramadan, by JAVAD MAQl?UD HAMADANI. Tehran 1356.
496pp.

In this catalogue the MSS are described in the following order:
Part (I) Persian and Turkish MSS
Part (II) Arabic MSS
Part (III) Majmii-ahs , containing Arabic and Persian treatises.

The bibliographical-codicological details which are given in this
catalogue include: title, author, beginning and ending, library class­
mark, style of script , name of scribe , date of copying, dimensions ,
marginal notes, headings and illuminations, particulars of MSS,
some sample facsimiles and indexes of titles, which have been given
separately for each part.
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Madrasah-i Damghani Library

Status: Public/School library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4 (3 Arabic; 1 Persian) .
Description of collection: The MSS are on Sh i'Ite fiqh and tofsir.
Published catalogues: The published catalogue is not detailed. See
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Madrasah-i Darnghani, p. 349 in the article
by MUI;:IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH.

Madrasah-i Zanganah Library

Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 14 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: Most of the MSS are on ShiCitefiqh and tofsir.
One MS. is on science and another is a majmirah,
Published catalogues: The published catalogue is not detailed . See
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Madrasah-i Zanganah, pp . 350-351 in the
aforementioned article by MUI;:IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH.

Mansur (Arab

A small private collection whi ch con ta ins a few MSS, includ ing Nahj
al-Baldgha by 'Tzz AL-DIN AMuLI, copied in 944 AH . See
1977. Nuskhahha-yi tazah , by IRA] AFSHAR , RK, 20 , 1356 , pp .
330-336.

Mahmiid Izadi Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (1 Arabic; 2 Persian) .
Description ofcollection: The Arabic MS . is a Qur'an of the 12th/18th
century which is illuminated, and the Persian MSS are on ethics.
Published catalogues: The published catalogue is not detailed . See
1967. Nuskhah''ha-yi Aqa-yi Mahrniid Izadi, p . 369 in the above
quoted article by MUI;:IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH .
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Muhammad Najafi 'Arabzadah Collection
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Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 1 (Arabic and Persian).
Description ofcollection: There is only one majmii'ah MS. in this collec­
tion which contains Arabic and Persian treatises.
Published catalogues: See
1967. Nuskhah-i Aqa-yi Sayyid MUI;lAMMAD NAJAFi 'ARABZADAH ,
p. 385 in MUI;lAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH 'S article.

Nasr Allah Bani Sadr Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4 (Arabic and Persian) .
Description of collection: The MSS are onJiqh and prayer.
Published catalogues: The published catalogue is not detailed . See
1967. Nuskhahha-yi Aqa-yi I:Ia.jj Sayyid NA~R ALLAH BANiSADR,
p . 380 in the aforementioned article by M UI;lAMMAD TAQI DANISH­
PAZHlJH .

Qasim Burna Collection

Status: Private
Total number ofIslamic MSS: 52 (Arabic and Persian).
Description ojcollection: Most of the MSS are of Persian po etry and a
few are on fiqh, ethics , history and medicine .
Published catalogues: The published catalogue is not detailed . See
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Aqa-yi QASIM BURNA, pp. 371-379 in the
article by MUI;lAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH.

Ri~a Hamrah Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 49 (Arabic ; Persian; Turkish) .
Description of collection: It covers mostly the fields ofJiqh and beli ef.
There are also a few literary and philosophical MSS . Two of the
MSS are mojmicahs.
Published catalogues: The published catalogue gives detailed in forma­
tion on each MS. See
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1974. Nuskhah/ha-yi Aqa-yi RI*A HAMRAH , pp. 1687 -1701 in
Fihrist-i nuskhahiha-yi khatti-i kitabkhiinahWi-yi Rasht va Ramadan by
M Ul;IAMMAD RAWSHAN, JAVAD MAQ~UD and PARVIZ A~KA)i.

T ehran : Inrisharat-i Farhang-i Iran-Zamln , 1353.

Taqi Yiisufi Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (Persian).
Published catalogues: See
1967. Nuskhahha-yi Aqa-yi TAQIYusUFI, p. 387 in the above men­
tioned article by MUl;IAMMAD T AQI DANISHPAZHUH.

Other MSS in private hands

In th e above repeatedly cited catalogue compiled by M Ul;IAMMAD
R AWSHAN, JAVAD MAQ~UD and PARVIZ A~KA)I, under the subtitle
" M utafa rr iqar", pp . 1703 -1716, detailed descriptions have been
given by PARVIZ A~KA)I of 13 MSS which are in the possession of the
following private individuals:

FURUZANMIHR 2 M SS , 'ALI AKBAR MAJIDI 1 MS . , Kit abkhanah-i
K hi rad 1 MS. , SIDDIQAH I:IAYDARI 2 MSS , 'ABBAS ZAND 4 MSS,
AMIR SASAN DIHGHAN 1 M S., HADI MURTA~Avi 1 MS. , I:IAMID
SIRLU 1 MS .

ISFAHAN

Caro Minasian Collection

Status: Private
Description of collection: This private collection on ce con tained 2,500
MSS. The owner has di ed and the collection has gradually been
sold; par ts of it are now in th e libraries of Wadham College , Oxford
and th e University of California, Lo s Angeles. It could not be estab­
lished whether any part of this coll ection is still left with any of its
inheritors.
Published catalogues:

1967. Kitabkhanah-i Aqa- i Duktur KARU M INASIYAN, p . 325 In
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Kitabkhanalr'ha-yi cumuml va khusiisi-i Isfahan by MUI;IAMMAD
TAQI DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 5, 1346, pp. 298-325.

Hasan Jabiri An~ariCollection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 67 (Arabic and Persian).
Description ofcollection: The MSS are mostly Persian works of poetry
(divans) and the remainder are on philosophy and history .
Published catalogues: The published catalogue is not detailed .
1969 . Nuskhah-ha-yi khatti-i Isfahan by IRA] AFSHAR, NKH, 6,
1348, pp . 593-599 .

Imam $adiq Libr-ary"

Chahar Bagh, Avval-i Amadgah
Tel.: 031 237788
Status: Public/State
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 1,185 (ca. 700 Arabic, a few Turkish ,
and the rest Persian) .
Conditions of access: Application has to be made in advance to gain
admission to the collection.
Description oj collection: This is an important collection which covers
the fields ofjiqh, tafsir, prayer, belief, philosophy, logic, linguistics,
history, geography, Persian poetry (divans) and prose, and sciences .
From the Qajar period there are several MSS of translations from
European languages into Persian , which are of historic and socio­
political value . The collection contains some unique MSS as well as
some which are significant for their date of copying, illumination
and other artistic qualities. Two important MSS are:

Maniiqib by IBN SHAHR ASHUB, copied in 589 AH , and a copy of
Dioiin-iMathnaoi by JALAL AL-DIN MUI;IAMMAD BALKHI (Riimi), co­
pied in the 13th century, which is beautifully decorated and possess­
es high artistic quality.

• The collection was first called " K itabkhanah-i cumuml-i
I~fahan" , and then " K itabkhanah-i Farhang-i I~fahan". After the
revolution in 1979 its name was changed to "Kitabkhanah-i Imam
Sadiq" .



474 IRAN-I~FAHAN

The MSS are not kept in an appropriate place . Instead they are
kept in boxes. The authorities in charge stated that the MSS were
in no immediate danger.
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued in part. See
1965. Fihrist-i kitabkhanah-ha-yi shahristanha: Tabriz, Kashan,
Yazd, Isfahan by MUI;IAMMAD TAQIDANISHPAZHlJH, NKH, 4, 1344,
pp. 283-480. See Kitabkhanah-i Farhang-i Isfahan , pp. 473-474.

Only 15 MSS have been briefly described .

1966. Kitabkhanah-i Farhang-i Isfahan, by MUI;IAMMAD TAQI
DANISHPAZHlJH, NDIA, 4, 1345, pp . 473 -474 and 5, 1347, pp.
315-322.

1967. Fihrist-i kitabkhanah/ha-yi cumiimi' va khusirsi-i Isfahan, by
MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH, NKH, 5, 1346, pp . 298-325 .
See Kitabkhanah-i Farhang-i Isfahan , pp. 315-322.

45 MSS have been briefly described.

1970. Fihrist-i nuskhah)ha-yi khaui-i kitdbkhdnah-i cumiimz-i Iifahan. By
JAVAD MAQ~llD HAMADANI. Vol. 1. Tehran: Wizarat-i Farhang va
Hunar, 1349. 395pp. In this catalogue the MSS have been described
in the following order:

Persian MSS (including 1 Turkish MS .) pp . 1-172, Arabic MSS
pp. 174-326, Majmicah. MSS pp. 328-366.

The bibliographical and codicological details which are given in
the catalogue include: serial number, title , some details on the life
and work of the au thor, details of the content of the MS., chapters
and sections, beginnings and endings, library classmark, style of
script , name of scribe, date of copying, dimensions of the MS .,
measurements of the written surface, number of lines per page,
number of folios, type of paper, cover and binding, marginal notes,
headings and illuminations. There are sample facsimiles and an in­
dex of titles . In this catalogue 706 MSS are described.

1975. Sih nuskhah az Isfahan, by JAVAD MAQ~lJD, RK, 18, 1354,
pp. 57 -60.

Unpublished catalogues: For the remaining un catalogued MSS, a
handwritten list is available which gives the titles of the MSS.
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Status: Private
Published catalogues:
1977. Makhtirtat maktabat AL-SAYYID AL-KASHFI fi Isfahan, by
AI;IMAD !:IUSAYNI ISHKAvARI, Dalil al-Makhtiitd: (Qum), 1, 1397,
pp. 44-55.

Kitabi Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic).
Description of collection : 1 MS . is on linguistics and the other on
Islamic philosophy.
Published catalogues:
1967. Kitabkhanah-i A.qa-i KITABI dar Isfahan, p. 325 in the afore­
mentioned article Kitabkhanah-ha-yi 'umuml va Khusirsi-i Isfahan
by MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH, op. cit.

Kitabkhanah-i Markazi-i Danishgah-i Isfahan

Danishgah-i Isfahan
Tel.: 031 40065
Date of establishment: 1347/1969
Status: University library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1,180 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: This collection was established in 1347/1969.
However, for various reasons the MSS were kept in the library of
Danishkadah-i Adabiyat-i Isfahan for some subsequent years.
Hence, all catalogues dealing with this collection bear the name of
the collection as Danishkadah-i Adabiyat-i Isfahan , All the MSS
from this library have been recently transferred to this new collec­
tion. Also included are the MSS of~ADR HASHIM!. In 1350/1971 the
MSS of the Kitabkhanah-i Shahrdari-i Isfahan were donated to this
collection . The collection of Sheikh MUI;IAMMAD BAQIR ULFAT was
also bequeathed to this collection in his will.

The fields of fiqh, logic, philosophy, prayer, history, literature,
Arabic grammar and tasaunouf are covered in this collection .

The MSS are kept on shelves in a purpose-built library. The valu­
able MSS are kept in security boxes.
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Published catalogues:
1957. Nafii)is al-makh tiitat fi Iran, by H.A. MAl;IFU~, RIMA, 3,
1957, pp . 3 -78. See Khizanat al-Shaykh MUl;IAMMAD BAQIR
ULFAT, pp. 17 - 20.

1965. Fihrist-i nuskhahiha-yi khatti-i kitabkhanah-i Danishkadah-i
Adabiyat-i Isfahan , by MURTA~A TAYMURI, NDIA, 1, 1344,
pp . 310-318.

1965 . Fihrist-i nuskhahihd-yi khaui-i kitiibkhiinah-i Diinishkadah-i
Adabiydt-i Isfahan: Majmir'ah $ADR HASHlMI, by MURTA~A

TAYMURI, NDIA , 2&3, 1344, pp . 123 -162.

1965. K itabkhanah-i Danishkadah-i Adabiyat-i Isfahan (pp .
475 -480) and Kitabkhanah-i Shahrdari-i Isfahan (pp. 470 -472) in
Fihrist-i kitabkhanahha-yi shahristanha: Tabriz, Kashan, Yazd ,
Isfahan by MUl;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH , NKH, 4, 1344,
pp. 283 -480 .

1967. Fihrist-i kitabkhanahha-yi cumiimi va khusiisi-i Isfahan , by
MUl;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH, NKH, 5, 1346. See
Kitabkhanah-i Danishkadah-i Adabiyat-i Isfahan , pp. 298 - 307
and Kitabkhanah-i Shahrdari-i Isfahan, pp . 308-310.

1983. Fihrist-i nuskhahha-yi khatti-i Danishgah-i Isfahan , by IRA]
AFSHAR & M Ul;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 11&12, 1362,
pp . 880-950.

Unpublished catalogues: All the MSS in this collection have been cata­
logued . There is currently a new catalogue in press which is due for
release soon .

Miizah-i Kifisa-yi Ararninah

Status: Religious (Christian)/Public
Description of collection : This collection contains several Bible MSS
from the l Oth century onwards as well as some paintings and docu­
ments of Safavid kings . The Islamic MSS are Al-Qiinun of IBN SINA
copied in the 11th century , a Qur)an translated into Armenian of the
18th century and 1 MS. on prayer in Persian .
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Published catalogues:
1967. Miizah-i Kilisa-yi Araminah dar Julfa, pp. 323 - 324 in the
above quoted article by MUI;lAMMAD T AQI DANISHPAZHlJH: Fihrist-i
kitabkhanah/ha-yi cumumi va khusiisi-i Isfahan.

Raw~ati Collection

Status: Private
Description of collection: This collection contains some important
MSS, whose number the owner would not divulge. The owner,
Mr. M.cA. RAw~ATI, a well established scholar in the field of
Islamic manuscripts, has compiled , amongst others, a catalogue of
Islamic MSS in the libraries of Isfahan which gives some informa­
tion on some of his own MSS. See
1962. Fihrist-i kutub under Union Catalogues above.
Published catalogues:
1967. Chand majmiiiah-i khatti az rnajmir'ah-i Rawzati, by
MUI;lAMMAD CALI RAw~ATI, NKH, 5, 1346, pp. 132 -152; and in
NDIA, 5, 1347, pp. 132-152.

Razaviyah Collection in Madrasah-i Sadr

Status: Endowment/Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 24 (Arabic and Persian).
Description ofcollection: The fields ofjiqh and philosophy make up the
main part of this collection. There are also a few MSS on mathe­
matics and medicine.
Published catalogues: The published catalogue is not detailed. See
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Razaviyah-i Madrasah-i Sadr, Isfahan,
pp . 311-314, in the aforementioned article by MUI;lAMMAD TAQI
DANISHPAZHlJH, Fihrist-i Kitabkhanalr'ha-yi cumumi va khusirsi-i
Isfahan , op. cit.

KASHAN

CAbbas Bihrriyd

A small private collection which covers the fields of jiqh , history,
poetry and belief. A couple of MSS were written by their authors.
Only 4 MSS of this collection have been described. See
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1978. Chand nuskhah nazd-i (ABBAS BIHNIYA, by IRA] AFSHAR, RK,
21, 1357, p. 695.

Abu al-Riza Library

Status: Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 4 (Persian).
Description oj collection : The MSS in this small endowment library
contain Persian literary and historical texts.
Published catalogues:
See Kitabkhanah-i Sayyid ABU AL-RI~ii, p. 355 in :
1965. Fihrist-i kitabkhanah-ha-yi shahristanha: Tabriz, Kashan ,
Yazd, Isfahan, by MU~AMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 4,
1344, pp. 283 -480.

Amir Kabir Library

Baghshah-i Fin
Status: State/Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 6 (Persian) .
Description oj collection : The MSS are mainly on eth ics; one IS on
medicine .
Published catalogues:
1965. K itabkhanah-i Amir K abir dar Biighshiih-i Fin , pp. 354- 355
in the above mentioned article by MU~AMMAD T AQI DANISH­
PAZHlJH .

A~ar-i Milli Library

Status: State owned
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 172 (Arabic and Persian).
Description oj collection: The fields ofJiqh, logic, ph ilosophy , literature ,
history and astrology , etc. are covered .
Published catalogues: 42 MSS have been briefly described in:
1965. Fihrist-i kitabkhanah/ha-yi shahristanha, op . cit. See under:
Kitabkhanah-i A~iir-i Milli, pp . 355 - 358.
Unpublished catalogues: A handwritten list is available in the library
which gives the titl e , author (if known) and some other details of all
th e MSS in the collection.
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Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 171 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: It covers the fields of fiqh, tafsir, hadith,
QurJan, Persian poetry, kaldm, philosophy, logic, history, astrology,
medicine, linguistics and ethics.
Publishedcatalogues: The collection has been catalogued by the owner
in detail. See
1974. Fihrist-i nuskhahha-yi khatti-i !:IASAN cATIFI by !:IASAN
cATIFI, NKH, 7,1353, pp. 721-757.

1983. Fihrist-i nuskhahha-yi tazahyab-i !:IASAN cATIFI by !:IASAN
cATIFI, NKH, 11&12, 1362, pp. 951-955.

Mazar-] Af~aI aI-Din Kashani Library

Status: Endowment/Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 1 (Persian) .
Description of collection: The MS. is on ethics and was copied in the
11th-12th century AH .
Published catalogues:
1965. Kitabkhanah-i mazar-i AF?AL AL-DIN KASHANI, p. 354 in the
above quoted article Fihrist-i Kitabkhanah-ha-yi Shahristanha,
op. cit.

Razavi (Ayat Allah) Library

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 100 (Arabic and Persian).
Description ofcollection: The main fields represented in this collection
are fiqh, hadith, tafsir, Shi'iite belief, philosophy, logic and kaldm,
Published catalogues:
1974. Fihrist-i kitabkhanah-i AVAT ALLAH RA~Avi dar Kashan by
MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHllH, NKH, 7, 1353, pp. 29-94.
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KIRMANSHAH

Nujiimi Collection

IRAN-KIRMANSHAH

Status: Private
Published catalogues:
1977. Makhtutat maktabat AL-SAYYID AL-KASHFI fi Kirrnanshah,
by AI;lMAD I:!USAYNI ISHKAvARI , Dalil al-Makhtiudt (Qum), 1, 1397,
pp .214-297.

MARAGHAH

CAbd al -Qadir Yazdanpiir

A small private collection which contains a few MSS, including a
copy of Darabndmah written in 860 AH. See
1977. Nuskhah'ha-yi tazah, by IRA] AFSHAR, RK, 20, 1356, pp.
330-336.

MASHHAD

CAbd al-Hamid Mawlavi Collection

Status: Private
Total number of IslamicMSS: 678 (677 Arabic and Persian; 1 Urdu).
Description of collection: An important private collection which
represents the fields of tafsir.fiqh, belief, prayer, logic, philosophy,
kaldm , astrology, linguistics, history, Persian and Arabic literature ,
geometry, medicine, and mathematics. There are 145 majmuCah
MSS which contain treatises in Arabic and Persian on various
subjects .
Publishedcatalogues: The collection has been catalogued , but the pub­
lished catalogue is not detailed. See
1967. Fihrist-i nuskhah''ha-yi khatti-i cABD AL-I:!AMID MAwLAvI, by
MAHDI VILA'I, NKH, 5, 1346, pp . 7 -107 .

CAli Asghar Asgharzadah Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 77 (76 Arabic and Persian ; 1 Turkish).
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Description of collection: Most of the MSS are Persian . They cover the
fields of Shi'iite fiqh, tafsir, literature , belief, prayer and grammar.
There are also 4 maJmu.cah MSS in this collection.
Publishedcatalogues: The collection has been catalogued by the owner,
but the catalogue is not detailed. See
1967. Nuskhalr'ha-yi khatti-i I:Iajj Sayyid cALI Al?GHAR Al?GHAR­
ZADAH by cALI Al?GHAR Al?GHARZADAH , NKH, 5, 1346 , pp. 613­
617 .

1974. Nuskhah/ha-yi khatti-i majmir'ah-i A~GHAR A~GHARZADAH

by cALI A~GHAR Al?GHARZADAH, NKH, 7, 1353 , pp . 769 - 771.

CAli Shari'iati Library

Status: State/Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 150 (Arabic and Persian).
Descriptionofcollection: The collection was first called " Kitabkhanah-i
cUmumi-i Farhang va Hunar-i Mashhad". After the revolution its
name was changed to its present name. The collection covers the
fields of fiqh, hadith , logic, philosophy, ethics, history, astrology,
mathematics, geometry, and medicine .
Published catalogues:
1969. Fihrist-i kutub-i khatti-i Kitiibkhiinah-i Farhang oa Hunar-i
Mashhad. By RAMA?;AN CALi SHAKIR!. Mashhad: Idarah-i Farhang
va Hunar-i Khurasan, 1348. 127pp.

The catalogue is detailed and provides all bibliographical and
codicological information on each individual MS.

1972. Fihrist-i Nuskhah-ha-yi khatti-i Kitabkhanah-i Farhang, by
TAQI BINISH, pp . 44 - 45 in Fihrist-i Nuskhahihd-yi khaui-i chahdr
kitiibkhiinah-)i Mashhad, Tehran , 1351.

Astan-i Quds-i Razavi Library

Kitabkhanah-i Markazi-i Astan-i Quds-i Razavi Mashhad , Filkah-i
Haarat, Mashhad
Tel.: 20845
Date of establishment: 861 AH / 1457 CE
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Status: Endowment/Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 29,000 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish).
Note: The last statistics of 1368/1989 give the total holding of the
collection as 28,795 MSS. At the time of compilation of this Survey,
the number will have undoubtedly risen to over 29,000 MSS as the
collection acquires MSS through donation.
Conditions ofaccess: A membership card is required, which can be ob­
tained by submitting an application to the library authorities.

Opening hours: Saturday - Thursday 08.00 - 19.30 (Closed:
Friday).
Description of collection: The collection is one of the oldest in the
Islamic world and the most important in Iran. Of the 29,000 MSS
it possesses, 11,000 are Qur)ans. This is the largest collection of
Qur)an MSS in the world . It is also important in that it contains a
large number of magnificent, old and illuminated Qur)ans, includ­
ing several old Kufic Qur)ans written on deer-skin, others with mar­
vellous illuminations from the 3rd century Hijra (9th century CE)
onwards, and some written by famous calligraphers.

Apart from the Qur)an MSS, there are several unique MSS writ­
ten by the authors themselves, and also some precious illuminated
MSS of high artistic quality. A few of the old and precious MSS of
the collection are as follows:

Shad; Diuidn TAMiM IBN MUQBIL, on Arabic literature, written in
380 AH .

A translation of Mukhtasar Kitiib al-CAyn by ABU CABO ALLAH
MU1;iAMMAD IBN CABO ALLAH KHATIB ISKAFI, on Arabic lexicogra­
phy, written in 380 AH .

Khauidss al-Ashjar, on medicine , written in the 8th century AH.
Al-Muhitiya by GHIYATH AL-DIN JAMsHID AL-KASHANI, on

mathematics, written by the author himself in 827 AH.
The MSS are kept on shelves in a modern building and modern

techniques are used for their preservation. The MSS are checked
regularly. Damaged MSS have been repaired and any new MS. ac­
quired is systematically checked and , if damaged , is repaired im­
mediately.

This collection includes the collection of "Kitabkhanah-i
Madrasah-i MIrza Jacfar" .
Publishedcatalogues: The collection has been catalogued. A detailed
description of all the MSS has not yet been carried out. However,
a handlist of all MSS , except the Qur)an MSS , was published in
1990 and provides concise information on the MSS in the collection.
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1920. A Notice on the Library a ttached to the Shrine of Im am Riza
at M eshed . By W . IVANow. J ournal of the R oyal Asiatic Society, 1920 ,
pp . 535-563; 1921 , pp . 248 -250 & 480.

1926 -1985. Fihrist-i K itdbkhiinah-i Astiin- i Quds-i Razaoi , Vols.
I - XI. By various au thors. M ashhad: Kitabkhanah-i Astan-i Quds­
i Razavi , 1305 - 1364/1926 -1985. See det ails of each volume
below:

Vol. I , 1305 ; V ol. II , 1305 ; Vol. III , 1305 ; Vol. IV, 1325,
544pp. ; Vol. V, 1329, 684pp.; Vol. VI, 1344 , 735pp. ; Vol. VII , by
Al;IMAD GULCHIN MAcANI, 1346, 528pp.; Vol. VIII, by AI;IMAD
GULcHIN MAcANI, 1350 , 533pp. + ills.; Vol. IX, NAJIB MAYIL
HIRAVI and Sayyid cALI ARDALAN, 1361, 419pp. + ills.; Vol. X, by
GHULAM cALI cIRFANIYAN, 1362, 315pp. + ills. ; Vol. XI , MAHDI
VII,A)I, 1364 , 794pp. + ills.

NB: 1) No author 's name ha s been given for Vols. I - V of this
ca talogue, apart from the name of the director of the library , which
appears underneath the introductory note. Nonetheless, later
sources establish the names of the authors as follows: AFsAR , Shaykh
M UI;IAMMAD KHALI~I, MURTA~A Q ULIKHAN NA)INI, H ajj cIMAD AL­
M Ul;IAQQIQIN V Acl?: TIHRANI, MIrza cALI AKBAR SHAHIDI THIQAH
AL-IsLAM and U KTA)Iwho was the director of the library at the time
of this catalogue 's publication.
2) In Vols. I - III of thi s catalogue , which includes MSS on all
Islamic subj ects, pagina tion for each subj ect starts at 1. Under each
subject -heading the MSS as well as the printed books ar e described.
C onsequently one cannot give a total number of pages for the whole
volume .

In this catalogue almost half of th e contents of the collection (ca.
9,000 MSS) ha ve been thoroughly catalogued. In Vols. 1- VI the
MSS and printed books have been cat alogued together, MSS first
and then printed books. The description of the MSS has been done
by subject.

The bibliographical and codicological details given in the cata­
logue include: serial number, titl e , author , some details on the life
of th e author, contents of each MS. , chapters and sections, begin­
nings and endings , style of script , number oflines per page , number
of folios, dimensions , name of scribe, date of copying, cover and
binding, name of donor , ind exes of titles , au thors, resources, nam es
of people and places.
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Note: Vol. XII of this catalogue is already in press and Vol. XIII
is ready to go to press.

1935. Uber wichtige Handschriftcn in Meschhed. By O. SPIES.
Orientalistische Studien Enno Littmann zu seinem 60. Geburtstag am 16.
September 1935 iiberreicht, hrsg. R. Pareto Leiden: Brill, pp. 89-100.

1940. Some specimens of the calligraphy of the Qur)an from the
Library of Meshed. By MUI;IAMMAD IQBAL, in Woolner Commemora­
tion Volume. Lahore, pp. 109-112.

1949. Nafa'is al-makhtiitat fi )l-Mashhad al-Radawi al-Mutahhar
by MUI;IAMMAD AS'AD TALAS, RAAD, 24, pp. 90-102 & 267 -278.

1962. Bahthan 'an al-turath al-'Arabi: Rihla ila )l-'atabat al­
muqaddasa: Mashhad by ~ALAH AL-DiN AL-MuNAJJID, Majallat al­
Fikr al-SArabi, 1, pp . 10-15 .

1967. Fihrist-i nusakh-i Vaqfi-i 'ALi A~GHAR I:IIKMAT bi A.stan-i
Quds by MAHDI VILA)I, NKH, 5, 1346, pp . 1- 7.

1967. Al-makhtirtat al-nadira fi Madinat Mashhad by 'ABD ALLAH
AL-FAVYAI;> . Al-Mulhaq al-Adablli-jaridat Al-fumhiuiya (Baghdad),
no. 82, p. 2.

1968. Rahnima-yi Ganjinah/ha-yi Qur)an by AI;IMAD GULcHIN
MA'ANI. Mashhad: Kitabkhanah-i A.stan-i Quds-i Razavi, 1347.
373pp.

214 Qur'ans have been selected and described in this guide . The
criteria applied for this selection consist of: present condition, age,
value, illumination, script and cover decoration of each Qur)an.
The cataloguing is done chronologically. The bibliographical and
codicological details include: the names of the Siaas of each Qur)an ,
style of script, name of scribe, date of copying, name of illuminator,
type of paper, headings and signs, the details of the illumination and
decoration of the first 2 folios, measurements of the written surface,
number of folios, cover and binding, and name of the donor. The
guide is provided with a general index.
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1968. Jinal}. al-Masahif al-Sharifa fi Maktabat al-Rida bi-Khura­
san, by SALJI;I AL-SHAHRISTANI. Majallat al-Maktaba (Baghdad), 9,
pp. 34-35 .

1972. Fihrist-i Alifba/-yi nuskhahha-yi khatti-i Kitabkhanah-i
A.stanah-i Mashhad, by TAQI BINIsH, pp. 562 -1080 in: Fihrist-i
nuskhahlhii-yi khaui-i du kitiibkhiinah-i Mashhad, by KA?IM MUDIR­
SHANAH'cHI, cABD ALLAH NURANI & TAQI BINIsH. Tehran:
Intisharat-i Farhang-i Iran-ZamIn, 1351.

The bibliographical and codicological details given in this cata­
logue include: title, author, style of script, language, date of copy­
ing, and subject.

1972. Kitabkhanah-i Madrasah-i Mirza Jacfar, pp. 25 -43 in:
Fihrist-i nuskhahihd-yi khaiti-i chahiirkitiibkhiinah-i Mashhad, by KA?IM
MUDIR-SHANAH'cHI, (ABD ALLAH NURANI & TAQI BINISH. Tehran:
Intisharat-i Farhang-i lran-ZamIn, 1351.

1974. Fihrist-i nuskhahha-yi khatti-i Marhirm-i Duktur RI~A

SII;II;IAT by MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 7, 1353,
pp . 556-561.

The collection, which was located in Tehran, was bought by the
library of A.stan-i Quds-i Razavi and moved to Mashhad.

1984. Fihrist-i nusakh-i khaui-i Qur'iinhii-yi mutarjam, by MUI;IAMMAD
A.~IF FIKRAT. Mashhad: Kitabkhanah-i Astan-i Quds-i Razavi,
1363. 479pp.

326 Qur'an MSS with Persian translation from the Qur'an collec­
tion of A.stan-i Quds-i Razavi have been selected and catalogued.

These have been translated over a long period of time, from the
4th to the 20th century AH. They are important documents of the
development of the Persian language as well as Islamic scripts such
as Kufic, Naskh, Nastailiq, Thuluth, etc. Therein lies the significance
of these Qur'ans, as well as in their illuminations , their variety of
paper and decorated covers .

The bibliographical and codicological details of this catalogue in­
clude: names of the Siiros, beginnings and endings, date of transla­
tion, characteristics of scripts, Arabic technical terms and their Per­
sian equivalents, type and colour of paper, style of script of the
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Arabic text and translation , name of scribe , date of copying, illumi­
nations , patterns of seals , number of folios, number oflines to a page
of the text and translation , measurements of the written surface and
the folios, cover and binding, indexes of names of the scribes, titles
of books , names of places, donors and peopl e .

1990. Fihrist-i alijba''i-i kitdbkhiinah-i markazi-i Astan-i Quds-i Razaoi,
By MU~AMMAD A~IF FIKRAT. Mashhad, 1369. 948pp.

This useful handlist covers all MSS of this collection-e-Qur'an
MSS excepted-and gives details of each individual MS . The details
include title , author, language, subject, date of compilation or copy­
ing, library classmark and style of script.

Danishkadah-i Adabiyat va (Uliim-i Insani Library

Danishkadah-i Adabiyat va (Uliim-i Insani
Status: University library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 403 (Arabic; Persian; Turkish).
Conditions of access: It is used mainly by the university staff. An out­
sider can also use the collection by applying in writing to the college
authorities .
Description ofcollection: The collection was rather small and contained
only a few MSS until 1970, when the private collection of Mahmiid
Farrukh was purchased by the Faculty. Two years later the private
collection of (All Akbar Fayya~ was also bought by the Faculty. In
subsequent years some more MSS were also acquired .

The collection covers in the first place the field of Persian litera­
ture, then history, ethics, astrology, fiqh , medicine, lexicography,
alchemy, tafsir, mathematics, philosophy, geometry etc.
Published catalogues:
1963. Fihrist-i nuskhalr'ha-yi khatti-i kitabkhanah-i Farrukh dar
Mashhad, by TAQl BINlsH, NKH, 3, 1342, pp. 85-97.

1967. Tatimmah-i fihrist-i kitabkhanah-i Farrukh, by T AQI BINISH,
NKH, 5, 1346, p. 612.

1975. Fihrist-i nuskhahihd-yi khaiti-i Kitiibkhiinah-i Ddnishkadah-i
Adabiydt va 'Uliim-i Insdni-i Diinishgiih-i Firdaiosi, by MAJ:lMUD FA~IL,

Mashhad: Danishgah-i Mashhad, 1354. 291pp.
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The bibliographical and codicological details given in the cata­
logue include: title, subject, language, author, some details of the
life of the author, date of completion, details of the content of each
MS., chapters and sections, beginnings and endings, style of script,
number of lines to a page, measurements of the written surface ,
number of folios, dimensions of the folios, name of scribe, date and
place of copying, patterns of seals, names of pre vious owners, head­
ings and illuminations, marginal notes, type of paper, cover and
binding, dimensions ofMS. , indexes of titles, titles arranged by sub­
ject, names of scribes, titles of MSS according to their date of copy­
ing, titles of MSS which are written by their authors, names of
places.

Danishkadah-i Ilahiyat va Macarif-i Islami Library

Mashhad University Campus
Tel.: 051 719081 4
Status: University library
Total number oj Islamic MSS: ca. 2,000 (Arabic, Persian and a few
Turkish) .
Conditions ofaccess: The collection is used mainly by the professors of
the Faculty. It is not easy for outsiders to gain access. However, one
can try by approaching the Faculty authorities.
Description oj collection: The collection covers the fields ofjiqh , tafsir,
hadith, kaldm, logic, philosophy, Arabic linguistics, ethics , cirftn, his­
tory, literature, astrology, etc. The collection contains some unique
and valuable MSS .
Published catalogues: The collection, apart from a dozen MSS, has
been catalogued in detail. See
1974. Fihrist-i mikriifilmha-yi kitabkhanah-i Danishkadah-i
Ilahiyat va Maiarif-i Islami-i Mashhad, by MAI;lMlJD FApL, Ilahiyat­

i Mashhad, 13, 1353, pp. 193-234 and 15,1954, pp. 155-201.

1976 - 82. Fihrist-i nuskhahihii-yi khaui-i kitiibkhdnah-i Ddnishkadah-i
Ilahiyat va Macarif-'i Isldmi-i Mashhad. By MAI;lMUD FA~IL . Vol. 1,
Mashhad: Danishgah-i Firdawsi, 2535 (1355) . 676pp. Vols . 2 & 3,
Tehran : Markaz-i Nashr-i Danishgahi, 1361. 1357pp.

The bibliographical and codicological details which are given in
the catalogue include: title, language, subject, author, some details
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of the life of the author and content of the MS., chapters and sec­
tions, beginnings and endings, style of script, number of lines to a
page, measurements of the written surface, number of folios, dimen­
sions of the MS ., name of scribe , date of copying, headings and
illuminations, type of paper, cover and binding, library classmark,
sample facsimiles and indexes of titles, authors, titles arranged by
subject , titles ofMSS which are written by their own authors, names
of scribes, patterns of seals , names of places. In the 3 volumes of the
catalogue 1,986 MSS have been described.

NB: 1) Indexes of all 3 volumes have been put at the end of Vol.
3; 2) 77 photocopies of MSS have been described in Vol. 3, pp.
1275-1349.

JamiC-i Gawharshad Library

Filkah-i Hazrat, Mashhad
Tel.: 051 23276
Date oj establishment: 1332/1953
Status: Endowment/Public
Total number ojIslamicMSS: 2,306 (Arabic, Persian & a few Turkish).
Conditions ofaccess: One has to apply for a membership card, but no
particular requirements are needed to obtain one.
Description oj collection: In 1332/1953 Sayyid SAcfo TABATABA)f
I~FAHANf donated 2,000 MSS to the Masjid-i Jamic-i Gawharshad.
This donation made up the first holding of this collection. In subse­
quent years devoted religious people donated more MSS . The texts
are mostly Arabic and cover almost all fields of Islamic science. The
MSS are kept on shelves . Their physical condition is good and they
are in no danger.
Published catalogues: In the following catalogue the MSS are briefly
described :
1972. Kitabkhanah-i Jamic-i Gawharshad , by KA~IM Munis­
SHANAHCHf and cABO ALLAH NURANf, pp . 57 -435 in Fihrist-i
nuskhahlhii-yi khaui-i chahdr kitdbkhdnah-i Mashhad, op. cit.

1984 - 88. Fihrist-i nuskhah)hii-yi khaUI kitiibkhiinah-i Jiimic-i
Gawharshiid, Mashhad. By MAI;IMlJD FApL. Mashhad : Jamic-i
Gawharshad Library , 1363 - 67. 3 vols., 1838pp.

This catalogue covers 1,200 MSS which have been described in
detail. The bibliographical and codicological details given in the
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catalogue are as follows: library classmark, title, subject, language ,
author, commentator, some details on the life and works of the
author as well as on the content of each MS., beginnings and
endings, style of script, number oflines to a page, measurements of
the written surface, date and place of copying, heading and illumi­
nations , indexes of titles, authors , titles according to subject , titles
written by author, titles according to their date of copying, patterns
of seals , names of scribes, names of owners, names of places and
facsimiles.

NB : Vol. 4 of this catalogue , which covers another 400 MSS, is
ready for press.

Kazim Mudir-Shanahchi Library

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 180 (145 Arabic; 35 Persian).
Description ofcollection: It covers the fields ofjiqh, hadith, logic, kaldm,
philosophy, history, geography, medicine and poetry.
Published catalogues : The collection has been catalogued by the owner.
See
1967. Fihrist-i Kitabkhanah-i Kazim Mudir-Shanahchi by KA?:IM
MUDIR-SHANAHCHI, NKH, 5, 1346, pp. 584-611.

Madrasah-i (Abbas QuIi Khan Collection

Status: Endowment/Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 30 (Arabic and Persian) .
Description oj collection: The majority of the MSS are in Arabic and
cover the fields of fiqh, belief and logic .
Published catalogues:
1974. Nuskhah''ha-yi khatti-i Madrasah-i (ABBAS QULI KHAN,
Mashhad , by MAI;IMllD FA~IL, NKH, 7, 1353, pp. 766-768.

Madrasah-i Hajj Hasan Collection

Status: Endowment/Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 9 (Arabic and Persian).
Description oj collection: The MSS are mostly on belief and a couple
of them are on history.
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Published catalogues:
1974. Nuskhahha-yi khatti-i Madrasah-i I:!AJJ I:!ASAN , Mashhad ,
by MAI;IMUO FAPL, NKH, 7, 1353, pp . 763-765 .

Madrasah-i Khaynit Khan Collection

Status: Endowment/Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 139 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The collection represents mainly ShiCiteji'qh,
tafsirand belief. There are also some MSS on logic, kaliim and medi­
cine, and 21 majmuCah MSS containing Arabic and Persian treatises
on the same subjects as the others.
Published catalogues: The published catalogue provides comprehen­
sive information on each MS. See
1974. Fihrist-i nuskhah/ha-yi khatti-i Madrasah-i KHAYRAT KHAN-i
Mashhad , by MAI;IMUO FA~IL , pp. 1717 -1797 in Fihrist-i nuskhah'hii­
yi khaui-i kitiibkhiinah'hii-yi Rasht va Hamadiin, op. cit.

Madrasah-i Navvab Library

Status: Endowment/Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 712 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The collection represents Shi -ite fiqh (219
MSS), haditl: (152 MSS), tafsir (62 MSS), hikmalt (comprising kaliim,
philosophy and logic) (103 MSS), Arabic grammar (42 MSS),
prayer (44 MSS), mathematics, geometry and astrology (32 MSS),
literature (21 MSS), lexicography (11 MSS), Qur'an recitation
(6 MSS), ethics (6 MSS), genealogy (11 MSS) and history (3 MSS).
Published catalogues:
1972. Fihrist-i nuskhalr'ha-yi khatti-i Kitabkhanah-i Madrasah-i
Navvab, by KA:PM MuoIR-SHANAHcHI and cABO ALLAH NURANI,
pp. 437 - 562 in Fihrist-i nuskhahlhd-yi khaui-i chahiir kitdbkhiinah-i
Mashhad, op. cit.

Madrasah-i Sulayman Khan Library

Status: Endowment/Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 133 (123 Arabic; 10 Persian) .
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Description of collection: This collection covers Shi'iite fiqh and belief.
Published catalogues:
1972. Fihrist-i Nuskhahtha-yi Khatti-i Kitabkhanah-i Madrasah-i
SULAYMAN KHAN, by KAPM M uDiR-SHANAHcHI and cABD ALLAH
NURANI, pp. 1- 24 in Fihrist-i Nuskhah'hd-yi Khaui-i Chahdr
Kitdbkhdnah-i Mashhad, op. cit.

Mahmud Fa?;i1 Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 MSS (2 Persian; 1 Arabic).
Description ofcollection: A Persian tafsirof the Qur'an , an Arabic kaldm
MS., and a Persian religious MS.
Published catalogues: The collection has been described by the owner
himself. See
1974. Nuskhah/ha-yi khatti-i Mahrniid Fazil, by MAI;IMUD FA~IL,

NKH, 7, 1353, 759-762.

QAZVIN

Khandan-i Mir Husayna-yi Qazvini Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 1,500 (Arabic and Persian) .
Description of collection: The collection has been in use since the first
owner, Amir Sayyid MUI;IAMMAD !:IUSAYNI TABRizl QAzvINI, a fa­
mous Shi'iite scholar of the 12th century AH / 18th century eE, was
still alive . The collection must have been much bigger than it is now.

However, ca. 1,500 MSS have been left with the descendants of
the first owner. They cover the field of fiqh (particularly Shi'iite),
tafsir, hadith, history, logic, philosophy, ethics, medicine, etc.
Published catalogues: Only 112 MSS have been catalogued. See
1969. Kitabkhanah-i Khandan-i Aqa Mir !:IUSAYNA-YI QAzvINI, by
MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 6, 1348, pp. 334-353.
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QUM

Ahmad Zanjani (Ayat Allah) Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 146 (Arabic and Persian).
Description oj collection: It covers mostly Shi'Ite jiqh, haditli and gene­
alogy, tafsir, etc .
Published catalogues:
1954. Fihrist-i nuskhahha-yi khatti-i kitabkhanah-i shakhsi-i
marhiim-i AVAT ALLAH ZAN]ANI, pp. 189 - 304 in Ashnii'i bii chand
nuskhah-i khaui, by RI~A USTADI and MUDARRISI TABATABA'I. Qum,
1335.

CAli Khunsari (Hujjat al-Islam) Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 150 (Arabic and Persian) .
Description oj collection: It covers the fields ofjiqh, hadith, tafsir, belief
and prayer.
Published catalogues:
1976. Yaksad va panjah nuskhah-i khatti Kitabkhanah-i Marhurn-i
Hujjat al-Islam Hajj Shaykh CALI KHUNSARI, by RI~A USTADI, Niir-i
-u«, 2 iv, 1365, pp. 101-120.

Astanah-i Muqaddasah-i Qum Library

Kitabkhanah-i Astanah-i Muqaddasah-i Qum
Tel.: 0251-32333
Date oj establishment: 1330/1951 (This date indicates the reestablish­
ment of the library in recent times. The origin of the collection,
which was called Ganginah, goes back to the year 594 AH. But
hardly any MSS have been left from the old collection.)
Status: Endowment/Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 859 (Arabic and Persian).
Conditions oj access: Special permission of the authorities of the
Astanah is needed to use the collection.
Description oj collection : The significance of the collection lies in the
fact that it possesses several precious and rare MSS mostly donated
to this religious shrine by Safavid kings and princes. Some old,
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decorated and illuminated Qur)ans as well as other unique and
valuable MSS are part of the holding of this collection. A few impor­
tant MSS are as follows:

A Qur)an MS., written in thuluth script in 590 AH ; another, writ­
ten in naskh script and beautifully illuminated, from the 9th century
AH; a Persian tafsir of the Qur)an donated to the shrine in 594 AH ;
a copy of CUyiin al-Anbii'fi Tabaqdt al-Atibbd" by IBN ABIU ~AYBIcA of
the 10th century AH ; a copy ofJamical-Sahili by AL-BuKHARI of the
9th century.

The collection covers mainly the field ofQur)an,jiqh, tafsir, hadith,
kaldm, philosophy, logic, linguistics and astrology .
Publishedcatalogues: The collection has been catalogued in detail, ex­
cept for a few MSS which have not been catalogued yet. See
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Astanah-i Qum, pp. 397 - 398 in Fihrist-i
kitabkhanah/ha-yi Shahr-i Qum, by MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISH­
PAZHlJH, NKH, 5, 1346, pp. 397 - 399.

1976. Fihrist -i nusakh-i khaui-i Kitabkhiinah-i Astanah-i Muqaddasah-i
Qum, MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH. Tehran: Astanah-i
Muqaddasah-i Qum, 1355. 116 + 434pp.

The catalogue is in three parts : Part I, Qur)an MSS, pp. 1-72;
Part II, Other MSS, pp . 73 -182; Part III, MaJmiicah MSS, pp.
182-233.

The codicological details given in Part I include: style of script,
date of copying, rubrics and illuminations, number of folios, num­
ber of lines to a page, type of paper, cover and binding, measure­
ments of the cover and the written surface, names of donors, pat­
terns of seals, name of scribe, marginal notes.

Those in Parts II & III include: title , author, subject, language,
some details on the author, beginning and ending, style of script,
name of scribe, date of copying, headings and illuminations, num­
ber of folios, number of lines, type of paper, cover and binding,
dimensions, name of donor, name of previous owner, patterns of
seals, some sample facsimiles , indexes of titles , authors, names of
scribes , donors, owners and the names of persons and places.

1977. Ganginah-i sitti-i Fatimah dar Qum, by MUI;IAMMAD TAQI
DANISHPAZHUH , FIZ, 22, 1356, pp . 281-429.
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Gulpaygani (Ayat Allah) Library

Madrasah va Kitabkhanah-i Ayat Allah Gulpaygani
Eram Street
Tel.: 0251-33078
Date of establishment: 1354/1975
Status: Endowment/Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 5,000 (Arabic and Persian).
Conditions of access: By applying to the authorities of the library.
Description ofcollection:The collection came into existence on the basis
of the donation of 1,200 MSS to the library by Hajj Shaykh cABD
AL-RAZZAQ KITABCHI I~FAHANI. Later he donated further MSS to
the collection, and the library gradually acquired more.

It covers the field of Qur'an, tofsir, fiqh, hadith, prayer, kaldm,
philosophy, logic, cirftn, medicine , linguistics, history, astrology .
The bulk of the MSS are of a religious nature, i.e. tafsir, hadith. and
fiqh ,
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued in part. See
1978. Fihrist-i nuskhah'ha-yi khaui-i Kitdbkhiinah-i 'Umiimi-i AYAT
ALLAH GULPAYGANI. By Sayyid A1;fMAD I:IUSAYNI and RI~A USTADI.
Qum: the Kitabkhanah , 1357.

Vol. I, by Sayyid A1;fMAD I:IUSAYNI, 375pp. + ills.; Vol. II, by
RI~A USTADI, 303pp.; Vol. III, by RI~A USTADI, 286pp.

The bibliographical and codicological details given in the cata­
logue include: serial number, title, subject, language, author and his
date of death , some details of the content of each MS., date and
place of compilation, chapters and sections, beginnings and end­
ings, style of script, name of scribe, date of copying, headings and
illuminations, marginal notes, particulars of MS., certificate of per­
missions (IJazahniimah), name of previous owner, patterns of seals,
cover and binding, number of folios, number of lines, dimensions,
indexes of titles, subjects and authors.

NB : The title index includes only MSS which have been described
in Vol. II & III. Altogether 2,370 MSS have been described in this
catalogue. Vol. IV will be published soon.
Unpublished catalogues: For the rest of the MSS which have been left
uncatalogued , a handwritten list containing brief information on
MSS is available in the library .
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Mahdi Lajvardi Qumi [Hujjat al-Islam)

495

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 40 (Arabic and Persian) .
Description ofcollection: It covers the fields of history, logic , literature,
Sufism, medicine and kaldm.
Published catalogues:
1954. Chand nuskhah az yak kitabkhanah-i shakhsi, by I;IUSAYN
MUDARRlsi TABATABA)i, pp . 105 -117 in AshnOo)i bOo chand nuskhah-i
khaui, by RI~A USTADI and MUDARRlsi TABATABA)i. Qum, 1335.

Madrasah-i Fay?!iyah Library

Madrasah-i Fayziyah , Qum
Date of establishment: 1349/1970
Status: Endowment/Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2,100 (Arabic; Persian; 4 Turkish) .
Conditions ofaccess: The collection is used mainly by the students and
scholars of the Madrasah . Outside users should apply to the authori­
ties of the Madrasah to obtain admission to the collection.
Description of collection: The bulk of the MSS are related tofiqh, hadith,
tafsir and belief, in particular Shiiite fiql: and belief. Nevertheless
kaldm, logic, philosophy, history, ethics, genealogy, linguistics and
medicine are represented as well.
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued, apart from
a dozen MSS which have not been described yet. The published
catalogues are detailed. See
1958 - 59. Fihrist-i Kitdbkhdnah-i Madrasah-i Mubdrakah-i Fayziyah-i
Qum. By Hajj Aqa MUJTABA 'ARAQi. Qum, 1337 -38. 2 vols. 475 ;
495pp.

The bibliographical and codicological details include: serial num­
ber, title, language, name of the donor, type of paper, dimensions ,
number ofleaves, number oflines , style of script , headings and illu­
minations, name of scribe, date of copying , beginning and ending,
author, some details of the life and work of the author, date of com­
pilation , chapters and sections, indexes of titles and names .

NB: In this catalogue 2,950 printed books and MSS have been
described.
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1967. Kitabkhanah-i Madrasah-i Fayziyah, p. 399 in Fihrist-i
kitabkhanah-ha-yi shahr-i Qum, by M .T. DANISHPAZHlIH, op. cit.

1976. Fihrist-i nuskhah)ha-yi khatti-i Kitdbkhdnah-i Madrasah-i Fayziyah­

i Qum. By RI~A USTAOI. Qum, 1396. 2 vols. 315; 120-208pp.
The bibliographical and codicological details include: title, sub­

ject, author, some details of the life of the author and the content of
each MS., chapters and sections, beginning and ending, style of
script, name of scribe, date of copying, number of folios, dimensions
of leaves, number of lines to a page, and index of titles.

NB: Vol. I is devoted to the description of Arabic MSS; Turkish,
Persian and majmuCah MSS are described in Vol. II.

Madrasah-i Hujjatiyah Library

Madrasah-i Hujjatiyah , Eram Street, Qum
Date oj establishment: 1329/1950 (The date is approximate.)
Status: Endowment/Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 720 (Arabic; Persian; 3 Turkish).
Conditions ofaccess: The collection is used mainly by the students and
scholars of the Madrasah . Outsiders need to apply to the authorities
of the Madrasah for permission to use the collection.
Description oj collection: The majority of the MSS are on jiqh, tafsir,
hadith, belief, prayer and history. The fields of Arabic grammar and
linguistics, logic, kaldm and medicine are also represented.
Published catalogues: The published catalogue is detailed . See
1975. Fihrist-i nuskhahihd-yi khaui-i Kitdbkhdnah-i Madrasah-i

Hujjatiyah-i Qum. By RI~A USTAOI. Qum, 1354. 134pp.
The bibliographical and codicological details given in this cata­

logue include: title, subject, author, date of compilation, some de­
tails on the content of each MS., chapters and sections, beginning
and ending, style of script, name of scribe, date of copying, dimen­
sions, number of folios, number of lines, index of titles.

Madrasah-i Razaviyah Library

Status: Endowment/Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 100 (Arabic and Persian).
Conditions ojaccess: The collection is used by the students and scholars
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of the Madrasah. Outsiders should apply to the authorities of the
Madrasah to obtain admission .
Description ofcollection: The MSS are onJiqh, tafsir, hadith, belief and
prayer.
Published catalogues: The collection has been entirely catalogued. See
1956. Fihrist-i nuskhah/ha-yi khatti-i Madrasah-i Razaviyah-i
Qum, pp. 3 -104 in Ashna'i bii chandnuskhah-i khatti, by MUDARRISf
TABATABA'f and RI~A USTADI. Qum, 1335.

1976. Fihrist-i nuskhahihii-yi khaui-i kitabkhanah-i Madrasah-i
Razaoiyah-i Qum, by MUDARRISI TABATABA'I. Qum, 1355.
72 + 54pp.

The bibliographical and codicological details include: title, sub­
ject, author, beginning and ending, style of script, name of scribe,
date of copying, name of previous owner and donor, patterns of
seals , particulars of each MS ., marginal notes, cover and binding,
dimensions, number of folios, number of lines, index of titles,
bibliography.

NB : The description of Persian MSS comes first, and then that
of Arabic MSS.

Mar'iashi Najafi (Ayat Allah) Library

Eram Street , Qum
Tel.: 0251-25033 , 26633
Date oj establishment: 1335/1956
Status: Endowment/Public
Total numberoJIslamicMSS: ca. 25,000 (Arabic, Persian , Turkish and
Urdu MSS. There are a few Hebrew and English MSS as well. Over
half of the total number of the MSS are in Arabic .) .
Conditions ojaccess: A ticket is required, which can be obtained on ap­
plication.
Description ojcollection: This important collection possesses the largest
number of MSS in the fields ofJiqh, tafsir and hadith. in the country.
It contains several rare and unique autograph copies, as well as MSS
which are valuable for their artistic quality. The collection covers all
fields of Islamic scien ces.

The MSS are kept on shelves in a proper building. A modern ,
technically equipped building for the library is in the process of con­
struction .
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Published catalogues: Just over one-third of the collection has been
catalogued so far . See
1969. Nuskhah/ha-yi khatti-i Kitabkhanah-i AVAT ALLAH
MARcAsHI, by MUl;IAMMAD TAQI DANlsHPAzHuH , NKH, 6, 1348,
pp. 355-425.

1975 - 91. Fihrist-i Kitiibkhdnah-i 'Umiimi-i Hazrat-i Ayat Allah al­
cu?maNAJAFI MAR'ASHI. By Sayyid Al;IMAD !:IUSAVNI. Vols. I-XX.
Qum: Mar'iashi Library, 1975-1991.

Vol. I, 1354, 430pp . + 308 ills.; Vol. II, ?, 422pp. + 110 ills.; Vol.
III, ?, 384pp. + 221 ills.; Vol. IV, ?, 414pp. + 222 ills.; Vol. V,
1355, 388pp. + 154 ills.; Vol. VI, 1357, 398pp. + 98 ills.; Vol. VII,
1358, 383pp. + 123 ills.; Vol. VIII, ?, 443pp. + 106 ills.; Vol. IX,
1360, 395pp. + 164 ills.; Vol. X, 1362, 390pp. + 182 ills.; Vol. XI,
1364, 420pp. + 150 ills; Vol. XII, 1365, 379pp. + 118 ills.; Vol.
XIII, 1365, 424pp. + 106 ills.; Vol. XIV, 1366, 384pp. + 105 ills.;
Vol. XV, 1367, 387pp. + 102 ills.; Vol. XVI, 1367, 370pp. + 78
ills. ; Vol. XVII, 1368, 352pp. + 117 ills.; Vol. XVIII , 1368,
354pp. + 59 ills. ; Vol. XIX, 1369, 432pp. + 90 ills.; Vol. XX, 1370,
324pp. + 108 ills.

The bibliographical and codicological details include: library
classmark, title , subject, language, full name and date of the death
of the author, particulars of each MS., chapters and sections, begin­
ning and ending, indication of missing pages, volumes of each title,
style of script, name of scribe, date of copying, headings and illumi­
nations, marginal notes , certificate of permissions (Ijazahnamah) ,
name of previous owner, measurements of folios, cover and bind­
ing, number of folios, number of lines to a page, index of titles .

NB: Altogether 8,000 MSS have been described in the already
published volumes of this catalogue. Each volume covers 400 MSS .

The detailed, alphabetical indexes of titles , titles of MSS accord­
ing to subject, and authors will be put in a special volume, when all
volumes, over 50, which contain the descriptions of all the MSS,
have been published.

Masjid-i Ac~am Library

Masjid-i Ac~am-i Qum
Date of establishment: 1380 AH
Status: Endowment/Public
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Total number of Islamic MSS: 3,955 (Arabic and Persian).
Conditions of access: By application to the authorities of the Masjid.
Description of collection: The collection incorporates the private collec­
tion of l;:Iajj MUI;IAMMAD MUQADDAS which was transferred to this
library according to his will . Another private collection, that of l;:Iajj
MUI;IAMMAD RAMA~ANI, which contained some 2,000 MSS, also
came to this library after his death.

The collection covers almost all subjects of the Islamic sciences.
There are several rare, unique and precious MSS in this collection.
The MSS are kept on shelves in a suitable place.
Published catalogues:
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Masjid-i A'~am, p. 399 in Fihrist-i
kitabkhanah'ha-yi shahr-i Qum, by M.T. DANISHPAZHllH, op. cit.

1986. Fihrist-i nuskhahihd-yi khaiti-i kitdbkhdnah-i Masjid-i A'?am-i
Qum. By RI~A USTADI. Qum: Masjid-i A'~am, 1365. 12 + 728pp.

The bibliographical and codicological details include: title, sub­
ject, language, author, date of compilation, some details on the con­
tent of each MS., chapters and sections, beginning and ending,
number of folios, name of scribe, date of copying, index of titles.

NB: The catalogue includes two Parts. Part I (pp. 1-426) is
devoted to the description of single MSS; part II (pp . 427 - 648) con­
tains the descriptions of majmii'ah MSS. Of the total, some 700 are
majmii'ah MSS.

Mirza Husayn Niiri Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 50l.
Description oj collection: The collection covers mainly the fields of
Shi'ite fiqh, hadith, genealogy, tafsir, logic, history, and Qur)an
MSS. Some of the MSS have been copied by the owner. Most
belong to recent centuries.
Published catalogues:
1956. Fihrist-i kitabkhanah-i l;:Iajj Mirza I:!USAYN NURI, by Mirza
I:!USAYN NURI, pp. 129 - 154 in: Ashnii)i biichandnuskhah-i khat/i, op .
cit.
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Muhammad Hujjat (A.yat Allah) Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 125 (Arabic and Persian) .
Description oj collection: The majority of the MSS are on Jiqh and
hadith; there are also some on logic, belief etc.
Published catalogues:
1985. Nujirm-i Ummat : Ayat Allah Sayyid Muhammad Hujjat, by
RI?;A USTADI, Nur-i cIlm, 10, 1364, pp. 85-99.

Ri~a Ustadi Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 164 (107 Arabic; 30 Persian;
27 majmir-ah MSS).
Description ofcollection: The majority of MSS are related to the fields
ofJiqh, hadith, tafsir and belief.
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued by the owner,
who is an established scholar in the field and has compiled several
catalogues for other collections. See
1956. Chand nuskhah az yak kitabkhanah-i shakhsi, pp. 105-116
in Ashnii'i bii chand nuskhah-i khatri, op. cit.

1975. Sad ua shast nuskhah az yak kitdbkhiinah-i shakhsi, By RI?;A
USTADi. Qum , 1354, 79pp.

The details given in this catalogue are as follows: title, author,
some details of the author and the content of each MS., date of com­
pilation, beginning and ending, style of script, name of scribe, date
and place of copying, number of leaves, dimensions, number of
lines, indexes of titles and authors.

Tabasi J:lli'iri Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 480 (Arabic and Persian) .
Published catalogues:
1985. Chaharsad va hashtad nuskhah-i khatti-i kitabkanah-i
marhiim-i Hujjat al-Islam va al-Muslimin TABAsI !:IA'IRi, by RI?;A
USTADi, Nia-i cIlm, 2 ii, 1364, pp. 98-113 .
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'Abd al-Wahhab Farid Collection
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Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 72 (Arabic and Persian).
Description ojcollection: This small private collection covers the fields
ofjiqh , tafsir, belief, linguistics, logic , kaliim and 'irfiin.
Published catalogues:
1974. Fihrist-i kitabha-yi khatti-i 'ABO AL-WAHHAB FARIo Tanaka­
buni dar Ramsar, by SAMI I:IA)IRI, NKH, 7,1353 , pp . 773-777 .

RASHT

Kitabkhanah-i Milli

Maydan-i Shahrdari, Khiyaban-i '11m al-Huda
Tel. : 0231-22302
Date oj establishment: 1927
Status: Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 642 (332 Persian; 309 Arabic;
1 Hebrew) .
Conditions oj access: By application to the director of the library.
Description oj collection: This library was previously called
"Kitabkhanah-i 'Umiimi-i Jam'iyat-i Nashr-i Farhang-i Rasht".
The fields ofShi'itejiqh, tafsir, medicine, genealogy, Persian poetry
and prose, history, astrology, logic, alchemy and philosophy are
represented in this collection. A few translations from European lan­
guages are also available. 76 MSS are majmu'ahs which contain
Arabic and Persian treatises. There are also some unique MSS.
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued but not
totally .
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Milli, pp . 388-390 in Kitabkhanah/ha-yi
'umiimi va khusiisi-i Rasht, by MUI;IAMMAO TAQI DANISHPAZHUH,
NKH, 5, 1346, pp. 388-396.

1973. Fihrist-i nuskhah'hii-yi khaui-i kitdbkhiinah-i 'umumi-i Jam'iyat-i
Nashr-i Farhang-i Rasht. By MUI;IAMMAO RAWSHAN. Tehran :
Intisharat-i Farhang-i Iran-Zamin, 1352. 166 + 30pp. + plates .

The bibliographical and codicological details given in the
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catalogue are as follows: title, author, language, date of compila­
tion, date of author's death , subject , beginning and ending, style of
script, name of scribe, date of copying, heading and illuminations,
names of the previous owner, patterns of seals, number of folios,
measurements of the leaves and the written surface, number oflines,
cover and binding, index of titles.

1974. Nuskhah/ha-yi khatti-i kitabkhanah-i JamCiyat-i Nashr-i
Farhang-i Rasht , pp. 1083-1238 in Fihrist-i nuskhalrhd-yi khaui-i
kitabkhanah'ha-yi Rasht va Hamaddn, by MUl;IAMMAD RAWSHAN,
JAVAD MAQ~lJD and PARvIz A.?;KA'l. Tehran: Intisharat-i Farhang-i
lran-Zamin, 1353.
Unpublishedcatalogues: A handlist is available in the collection, which
provides information about those MSS which have not yet been
catalogued.

Madrasah-i CIlmiyah-i Mahdaviyah-i Rasht Library

Bazar, Janb-i Masjid-i Kasahfuriishan
Tel.: 0231-22749
Status: Endowment
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 500 (Arabic and Persian) .
Conditions ofaccess: The collection is mainly used by the religious stu­
dents and scholars of the Madrasah.
Description oj collection: The Madrasah, and consequently the collec­
tion , was previously called Madrasah-i Hajj cAll Akbar.

It covers the fields ofjiqh, logic, philosophy, Arabic grammar, be­
lief, tafsir, ethics, geology , etc.
Published catalogues: Only 5 MSS have been briefly described in the
following article:
1967. K itabkhanah-i Madrasah-i Mahdaviyah-i Rasht , pp.
392 - 393 in Fihrist- i kitabkhanalr'ha-yi cumiimi va khusiisi-i shahr-i
Rasht , by MUl;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH , op . cit.
Unpublished catalogues: For all MSS a handlist has been prepared
which gives brief information about them .

Shad-i Qazvini Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 10 (Arabic and Persian).



IRAN-RASHT 503

Description of collection: The first owner of this private collection has
passed away and most of his MSS have been sold. The majority of
those still in the collection are of recent centuries and cover the fields
of Qur'iin, fiqh and poetry. One of them is a majmiiCah MS.
Published catalogues: Kitabkhanah-i Aqa-vi SHAD-I QAZV!N! dar
Rasht, pp. 394-396 in : Kitabkhanah/ha-yi cumumi va khusiisi-i
shahr-i Rasht, by MUl;lAMMAD TAQ! DANISHPAZHlJH, op. cit.

SARI

Muhammad Tahiri Shahab Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 44 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The majority of MSS have been copied in re­
cent centuries and cover mainly Persian poetry and prose and histo­
ry. A few MSS are on medicine, fiqh , tafsir and astrology. 9 of the
MSS are majmiiCahs.
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued in detail. See
1969. Fihrist-i nuskhah/ha-yi majmir'ah-i TAHIR! SHAHAB (Sari),
by TAHIR! SHAHAB, NKH, 6, 1348, pp. 613-636.

SHIRAZ

CAllamah-i Taba~aba'i Library

Khiyaban-i Zand , Janb-i Ustandari
Date of establishment: 1362/1983
Status: Endowment
Total number of Islamic MSS: 870 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The library has been recently established. Its
objective is to collect works in the field of Islamic studies. The same
objective applies to the collection oflslamic MSS. As a result the col­
lection of Islamic MSS covers all branches of Islamic learning. The
collection has not been catalogued yet.

Amin Allah Ka wsar

A small private collection which contains 1 Persian MS . and several
documents. See
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1967. Nuskhalr'ha-yi Aqa-yi KAW§AR, pp. 279-280 in Fihrist-i
kitabkhanalr'ha-yi cumiimi va khusiisi-i Shiraz, by M.T. DANISH­
PAZHfJH, op. cit. under Union Catalogues above.

Astanah-i Haarat-i Abroad Ibn Musa (Shdh-i Chiragh) Library

Filkah-i Shah-i Chiragh,
Tel.: 071-22158
Status: Endowment/Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 3,000 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The significance of this collection lies first of
all in its holding of Qur)an MSS. There are several Qur)ans, com­
plete or incomplete, gilded and with fine illumination and beautiful
calligraphy. There are also some important tafsirs, as well as rare
and unique MSS of which some are written by the authors.

The collection covers all fields of Islamic sciences and almost all
centuries of Islamic history.
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued in detail. See
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Astanah-i Mazar-i Shah-i Chiragh Ya Ahmad
Ibn Miisa, pp. 231 - 244 in Fihrist-i kitabkhanah/ha-yi cumiimi va
khusiisi-i Shiraz, by MUl;IAMMAD T AQI DANISHPAZHUH, op . cit.

1981. Fihrist-i kutub-i khaui-i kitiibkhiinah-i Astiinah-i Hazrat-i Ahmad
Ibn Mitsii (Shiih-i Chiriigh) darShirii», By cALf NAQI BIHRuzf. Shi raz:
Astanah-i Ahmad Ibn Miisa, 2 vols. 337 ; 468pp.

The bibliographical and codicological details given in this cata­
logue include : classmark, title , language, indication of existing
translations (in the case of Qur)ans), indication of missing pages,
headings and illuminations, beginning and ending, measurements
of MS. and its written surface, number of folios, number of lines ,
style of script, type and colour of paper, marginal notes, particulars
of each MS., name of commentary and the commentator, and
indexes of names of persons, places & titles .

NB: Vol. I of this catalogue is entirely devoted to the description
of Qur)ans, tafsirand prayer MSS. Vol. II covers the MSS onfiqh,
belief, kaldm, ethics, tasaunuuf, logic , philosophy, metaphysics and
medicine . Vol. III , which has not been published yet , covers MSS
in the fields of literature , lexicography, linguistics, history , geo­
graphy , astrology, astronomy, mathematics and alchem y.
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CAyni (Duktur) Collection
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Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 16 (Arabic and Persian).
Description ofcollection: A small private collection which covers mainly
the field of medicine in connection with the profession of the owner
who is a surgeon.
Published catalogues:
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Aqa-yi DUKTUR cAYNI, pp. 275-276 in the
above quoted article by M .T. DANISHPAZHtJH .

Danishkadah-i Adabiyat Library

Status: University library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (Persian).
Description oj collection: The MSS are on history. Two of them were
written in the present century and one was copied in the 10th cen­
tury AH .
Published catalogues:
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Danishkadah-i Adabiyat-i Shiraz, p . 230 in
Fihrist-i kitabkhanah/ha-yi cumiimi va khusiisi-i Shiraz, op. cit.

Farvardin Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 7 (Persian) .
Description of collection: It contains Persian literature and the MSS are
of recent centuries .
Published catalogues:
1967. Nuskhah/ha-yi Aqa-yi FARvARDIN, pp . 277 - 278 in the above
mentioned article by M.T. DANISHPAZHtlH.

Khandan Niir al-Din Hashimi Husayni Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 25 (Arabic and Persian) .
Description ofcollection: The majority of the MSS are onJiqh, tafsir and
belief and have been written in recent centuries.
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Published catalogues:
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Khandan-i Hajj Sayyid NUR AL-DIN HASHIMI

l:IuSAYNI, pp . 286-289 in the above mentioned article by M .T.
DANISHPAZHUH.

Khanqah-i AQmadiyah Library

Status: Endowment
Total number of Islamic MSS: 187 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: It covers mainly the field of tasaunouf; Persian
literature , fiqh, philosophy, ethics, medicine etc . are also repre­
sented. 31 of the MSS are majmuCahs .
Published catalogues:
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Khanqah-i Ahrnadiyah , pp. 209 - 229 in the
above mentioned article by M.T. DANISHPAZHUH.

Khavari (Duktur) Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 14 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The MSS are quite diverse and cover various
subjects.
Published catalogues:
1967. Kitabkhanah-i A.qa-yi DUKTUR KHAVARI, pp. 267 -269 in
Fihrist-i kitabkhanah''ha-yi cumiimi va khusiisi-i Shiraz , by M.T.
DANISHPAZHUH , op. cit.

Masjid-i Jamic-i CAtiq Collection

Status: Endowment/Public
Published catalogues: 3 MSS of this collection have been described. See
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Khudaykhanah-i Masjid-i Jamic-i CAtiq-i
Shiraz, pp. 207 -208 in the above mentioned article by M.T.
DANISHPAZHUH .

Muhammad Javad Vajid Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4 (Arabic and Persian).



IRAN-SHIRAZ 507

Description oj collection: The MSS are onjiqh and philosophy. Three
of the MSS were copied in the 13th century and one in the 10th cen­
tury AH.
Published catalogues:
1967. Nuskhah/ha-yi Aqa-yi VA]ID , p. 285 in the above mentioned
article by M.T. DANISHPAZHtJH.

Muhammad Khalili Collection

A private collection which contains a poetical MS. See
1967. Nuskhah-i Aqa-yi Bali MUl;IAMMAD KHALILf, p. 266, in the
above mentioned article by M.T. DANISHPAZHllH.

Muhammad Taqi Mir (Duktur) Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 29 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: This is a small specialised collection: almost
all the MSS are on medicine, except one which is a fine Qur)an.
Three are maJmilah MSS which contain several treatises, mostly on
medicine .
Published catalogues: The collection has been briefly described. See
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Aqa-yi Duktur MiR, pp. 282 - 284 in Fihrist-i
kitabkhanalr'ha-yi cumuml va khusiisi-i Shiraz, by M.T. DANISH­
PAZHlJH, op. cit.

Miizah-i Pars

Khiyaban-i Zand
Tel.: 071-24151
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: The authorities of the collection do not
disclose the total number.
Description ofcollection: This small public collection was called previ­
ously "Muzah-i Maiarif-i Shiraz": It is significant because it con­
tains some old, illuminated and very precious Qur)an MSS. One of
the most important is a Qur)an written in an excellent thuluth script
in 745 - 746 in Shiraz by the celebrated calligrapher Pir YAl;IYA
JAMALI SUFI.
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Published catalogues:
1967. Some 20 MSS of this collection are described in the above­
mentioned article by M.T. DANISHPAZHlIH. See Miizah-i Ma'jirif-i
Shiraz, pp . 258-262.

Niirani Vi~al Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 45 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The majority of MSS are in Persian and are
of a literary and poetical nature. Music is also represented . There
are also a few MSS on fiqh and philosophy. Most of the MSS are of
recent centuries.
Published catalogues: The published catalogue is not detailed . See
1967 . Kitabkhanah-i Aqa-yi Duktur VI~AL, pp . 290 - 294 in Fihrist­
i kitabkhanah -ha-yi cumiiml va khusirsi-i Shiraz, op. cit.

Sadr al-Din Mahallati Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 18 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The MSS cover various subjects, and most of
them were copied in the 11th - 14th centuries AH.
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued by DANISH­
PAZHlJH . See
1967. Kitabkhanah-i Aqa-yi ~ADR AL-DiN MAI;!ALLATi, pp .
271-274 in the above mentioned article.

Shahid Dastghayb Library

Khiyaban-i Zand,
Tel.: 071-24164
Status: National library/Public
Totalnumber ofIslamicMSS: 900 (Arabic, Persian and a few Turkish).
Conditions of access: An admission ticket is required, which can be
obtained by application.
Description of collection: This rather small public collection, which
previously bore the name of "Kitabkhanah-i Milli-i Fars '", contains
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some important and precious MSS and covers the fields of jiqh
(mainly Shi-ite), philosophy, logic, linguistics, mathematics, medi­
cine; also literature, history, astrology etc . The majority of the MSS
have been copied in the 9th-13th centuries AH.
Published catalogues:

1967. Kitabkhanah-i Milli-i Fars, pp . 245 - 257 in Fihrist-i
kitabkhanaha-yi cumumi va khusiisi-i Shiraz, by MUl;IAMMAD TAQI
DANISHPAZHUH, op. cit.

1972. Fihrist-i kutub -i kha({i-i kitdbkhiinah-i Milli-i Fiirs. By cALI NAQI
BIHRuzI & MUI;IAMMAD SADlQ FAQIRI. Shiraz: Anjuman-i
kitabkhanah-ha-yi cumuml-i Shiraz, 1351. 2 vols. 412 ; 400pp.

The bibliographical and codicological details given in this cata­
logue include: serial number of each MS. , title, classmark, lan­
guage, subject, author, translator (if the MS. is a translation), some
details of the author and the content, date of compilation, name of
donor, beginning and ending, cover and binding, dimensions,
number of folios, number of lines , style of script , type of paper,
headings and illuminations, date of copying, name of scribe, place
of copying, marginal notes, indication of missing pages, indexes of
persons, titles and places.

Unpublished catalogues: There are some 120 MSS which have not been
catalogued yet. For these a handlist is available in the library.

Other MSS in private hands

In the above mentioned article by M.T. DANISHPAZHUH (1967),
under the subtitle "Chand nuskhah-i khusiisi-i digar" , pp . 295­
296, 6 more MSS are briefly described which belong respectively to;
Aqa-yi MUNTA:?IR SAI;IIB (1 MS .), AQA-YI SAYFI (2), AQA-YI KA:?IMI
(1), AQA-YI FALl (1) and Mazar-i RUZBAHAN BAQLI (1) .

TABRIZ

Danishkadah-i Adabiyat Library

Status: University library
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 30 (Arabic and Persian).
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Description ofcollection: It covers the fields of poetry, history, literature
and ethics.
Published catalogues: Only 12 MSS of this collection have been briefly
described. See
1965. Danishkadah-i Adabiyat-i Tabriz, pp . 323 in Fihrist-i
kitabkhanah'ha-yi shahristanha: Tabriz, Kashan, Yazd, Isfahan,
NKH, 4, 1344, pp. 283-480.

Husayn Aqa Nakhjavani Library

Status: Private
Description of collection: An important collection, which used to con­
tain over 1,000 MSS. It covered mainly the fields of poetry and
prose, history , ethics, tafsir etc. Several important Divans of famous
Persian poets were amongst the holdings of this collection, before the
largest part was donated to the Kitabkhanah-i Milli-i Tabriz (see
below).
Published catalogues:
1965. Kitabkhanah-i l;Iajj l:IUSAYN AQA NAKHJAVANI, pp . 338-353
in Fihrist-i kitabkhanah)ha-yi shahristanha: Tabriz, Kashan, Yazd,
Isfahan, op. cit.

Kitabkhanah-i Milli Collection

Khiyaban-i Hunaristan, Tabriz
Tel.: 041-52109
Status: National library/Public
Totalnumber of Islamic MSS: 2,600 (ca. 2,000 Persian; 10 Turkish; the
rest Arabic).
Conditions of access: An admission ticket is required, which can be ob­
tained by application.
Description ofcollection: On the basis of a donation of some 1,500 MSS
by MUI;IAMMAD NAKHJAVANI this collection came into existence.
Then his brother Hajj l:IUSAYN AQA NAKHJAVANI donated the largest
part of his private collection to this library, and the holdings of
Kitabkhanah-i Dawlati-i Tarbiyat were also transferred to this col­
lection. The first donor was particularly inclined to collect MSS
related to Persian literature, which is why a considerable number of
the MSS of this collection are of Persian poetry and prose. After
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literature , history and then other fields such as jiqh , belief, 'iifiin ,
medicine , philosophy, logic, astrology, eth ics, etc. are represented.

The collection possesses several rare and unique MSS. A copy of
Diodn-i SA '!B-1 TABRfzfwritten by the famous poet $a)ib is one of the
unique MSS of this collection .

The MSS are well preserved and are in good condition .
Published catalogues: The collection has been entirely catalogued.
1950. Fihrist-i Kitiibkhiinah-i Daiolati-i Tarbiyat-i Tabrzz iKutub-i
KhaUi). By MUI;IAMMAD NAKHJAvANI. Tabriz , 1329. 319pp.

The bibliographical and codicological details given in the cata­
logue include: title , language, library classmark , some details on the
life of the author and on the content of each MS., heading and illu­
minations, date of copying, name of scribe , type of script, indexes
of names and titles.

1965. Kitabkhanah-i Milli-i Tabriz, pp . 285 - 232 in Fihrist-i
kitabkhanalr'ha-yi shahristanha: Tabriz, Kashan, Yazd, Isfahan,
op. cit.

1966. Al-Makhtiitat al-'Arabiya fi Maktabat Tarbiyah al-iarnmah
fi Tabriz, by MUI;IAMMAD HADi AL-AMiNl, 'Alam al-Maktabiit , 8,
pp.13-17.

1969 -75 . Fihrist-i Kitiibkhiinah-i Milli-i Tabriz . By Mir VADUD
SAYYID YUNISI. Vol. I. Tabriz: Kitabkhanah-i Milli-i Tabriz, 1348.
Vol. II, 1350 . Vol. III, 1354. 3 vols. 1525pp.

The following details are given in this catalogue: serial number,
title , language , subject, author, date of compilation , chapters and
sections, beginning and ending, style of script, name of scribe, date
of copying, number of folios , type of paper, number of lines, cover
and binding, dimensions, illumination , name of previous owner,
patterns of seals, marginal notes , some details of the content of each
MS ., indexes of titles and persons .

1978. Risalah/ha-yi Farabi dar Kitabkhanah-i Dawlati-i Tabriz, by
MUI;IAMMAD T AQI DANlsHPAzHuH, Niimah-i Astiin-i Quds, 2, 1357,

pp. 75-77.
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Muhammad 'Ali Tabataba'i Qa~i Tabrizi Collection

Status: Pri vate
Total number of Islamic MSS: 144- (Arabic and Persian)".
Description of collection : An important private collection which con­
tains a few hundred MSS and covers the fields of fiqh, logic,
philosophy, medicine , mathematics , astrology, etc.
Published catalogues:
1974. Fihrist-i nuskhah''ha-yi kitabkhanah-i Aqa-yi Hajj Sayyid
MUI;IAMMAO 'ALI TABATABA'f Qf.~1 TABRfzf, by Sayyid 'ABO AL­
'Azlz TABATABA'f, NKH, 7,1353, pp. 511-523.

Describes some 144- MSS.

• The figure indicates the total number of the MSS which have been
catalogued. The collection should contain several hundred MSS.

Muhaqqiq Collection

Status: Private
Total number of IslamicMSS: 14 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: It covers the field of'irfin, medicine and as­
trology.
Published catalogues: 14- MSS of this collection have been catalogued
by M.T. DANISHPAZHlJH. See
1965. Nuskhahjha-yi AQA-YI MUI;IAQQIQ, pp. 329-335 in Fihrist-i
kitabkhanah/ha-yi shahristanha: Tabriz, Kashan, Yazd, Isfahan,
op. cit.

Miizah-i A~arbayjan

Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 3 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The MSS are on literature andf£qh.
Published catalogues:
1965. Miizah-i A~arbayjan, p. 324- in Fihrist-i kitabkhanahha-yi
shahristanha: Tabriz, Kashan, Yazd , Isfahan, op. cit.
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Status: Endowment
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 202 (Arabic and Persian) .
Description oj collection: The collection covers the fields ofJiqh, belief,
philosophy, logic, history, linguistics, ethics, etc. 23 of the MSS are
majmiiahs: .
Published catalogues: Only 33 MSS are briefly described in the follow­
ing catalogue:
1965. Kitabkhanah-i mawqirfah-i khanvadah-i SIQAT AL-IsLAM
SHAHID, pp. 325 - 326 in Fihrist-i kitabkhanalr'ha-yi shahristanha:
Tabriz, Kashan, Yazd , Isfahan, op. cit.

The remainder are described in
1974. Fihrist-i nuskhahha-yi khatti-i Kitabkhanah-i Siqat al-Islarn
dar Tabriz, by Sayyid cABD AL-cAzlz TABATABA>I, NKH, 7, 1353,
pp. 531-543.

Vaci~ Charandabadi Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 6 (Arabic and Persian).
Description oj collection: It covers the fields ofJiqh, kaldm and history.
Published catalogues: Nuskhah'ha-yi Aqa-yi VAcI~ CHARANDABADI,
p . 337 in Fihrist-i kitabkhanahha-yi shahristanha: Tabriz, Kash­
an, Yazd, Isfahan , op. cit.

TEHRAN

CAbd al-Rahman ICtimadi Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 11 (Arabic and Persian) .
Description oj collection: It covers the fields of history, Sufism, medi­
cine and ethics. 2 of the MSS are majmirahs. Most of them were
copied in the 11th - 13th centuries AH.
Published catalogues: _
1975. Nuskhah/ha-yi khatti-i cABD AL-RAl;IMAN ICTIMADI, by IRA]
AFSHAR, RK, 18, 1354, p. 721.
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Ahmad Afshar Shirazi Collection*

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca . 560 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: It covers various subjects and contains some
rare and valuable MSS , such as a Dioiinof ANVARI copied in the 7th
century AH and a complete cop y ofJawamic al-Lughdt toa-Lauidmi:
al-Istildhd: copied in 641 AH.
Published catalogues: Only 4 MSS of the collection have been
described. See
1978. Nuskhah''ha-yi nazd-i AI;IMAD AFSHAR SHIRAZI, by IRA]
AFSHAR, RK, 21,1357, pp . 694-695 .

* After the death of the owner the collection has been dispersed.

Ahmad Khan-i Malik Sasani Collection

Status : Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4 (1 Arabic; 3 Persian).
Description ofcollection: The Arabic MS. is a majmii:« on geometry and
the Persian MSS are related to history. The collection possesses
several important documents.
Published catalogues:
1967. Nuskhah/ha-yi AI;IMAD KHAN-I MALIK SASANI, by IRA]
AFSHAR, NKH, 5, 1346 , pp . 114-131.

Ahmad Sadid al-Saltanah Kababi Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 13 (Persian) (and 37 Persian treatises).
Description of collection: It covers miscellaneous subjects. Almost all
the MSS were copied by the late owner of the collection, who was
also the author of 4 of the MSS and all the treatises.
Published catalogues:
1975. A~iir-i SADID AL-SALTANAH-'I KABABI, by IRA] AFSHAR, RK,
18, 1354 , pp. 53-57; also in MaJmiicah-i kaminah, 1354, pp .
345-349.
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Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 80 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: It covers the fields of Shiiite fiqh and hadith,
Arabic grammar, logic and astrology. The collection has been cata­
logued by the owner.
Published catalogues:
1981. Nuskhah/ha-yi khatti-i yak kitabkhanah-i khusiisi, by AKBAR
SUBUT, Kitdbddri, 8, 1360 , pp . 35-4-9.

CAli Akbar Fayya?; Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 166 (Arabic, Persian and 1 Urdu) .
Description of collection: The fields of logic , philosophy, kaldm, litera­
ture, history , mathematics, astrology, medicine and fiqh are
represented in this collection . 21 MSS out of the total number are
majmicahs,
Published catalogues: The collection has been briefly catalogued. See
1974. Nuskhah/ha-yi khatti- i Duktur CALi AKBAR FAYYA?: , by
MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH , NKH, 7, 1353, pp. 695-701.

Anjuman-i A~ar-i Milli

Khiyaban-i Vali-i cA~r Sar-i Pul-i Amir Bahadur
Tel.: 021-5804-16
Date of establishment: 134-7/1968
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4-6 (Arabic, Persian and 1 Kurdish).
Description of collection : The majority of the MSS, i.e . 38, belonged
to cABD AL-HuSAYN BAYAT and were donated in 1969 to this collec­
tion. It covers mainly Persian literature and history, but there are
a couple of MSS on cirftn and medicine.
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued. The pub­
lished catalogue is detailed.
1974. Nuskhah''ha-yi khatti-i Kitabkhanah-i Anjuman-i A§ar-i
Millf, by IRA] AFSHAR, NKH, 7,1353, pp . 1-6.
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1977. Fihrist-ikitabha-yi kitabkhanah-i Anjuman-i ,,{~ar-i Milli, Bakhsh-i
nukhust-NuskhaPha-yi khaui. By FATIMAH MIHRAN and
MUl;lAMMAD GHULAMRI~A)l. Tehran: Anjuman-i A..§ar-i Milli, 2536.
93pp.

The details given in the catalogue include: serial number, title,
style of script, name of scribe , date of copying, type of paper, num­
ber of lines, number of folios, measurements, cover and binding,
subject , some details on the content of each MS., author, chapters
and sections, beginning and ending, some sample facsimiles, in­
dexes of titles and names of persons.

Asad Allah Khakpiir Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 101 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The majority of MSS are on Persian poetry
and prose ; also history, medicine, etc.
Publishedcatalogues: The collection has been very briefly catalogued.
In the following catalogue, apart from 6 MSS which have been
described, only the titles of the MSS are given:
1974. Nuskhahha-yi khandan-i marhiim-i ASAD ALLAH KHAKPUR,
by MUl;lAMMAD TAQfDANISHPAZHUH , NKH, 7,1353, pp. 566-568.

Asghar Mahdavi Library

Status: Private
Totalnumber oj IslamicMSS: 869 (Arabic, Persian and a few Turkish) .
Description ofcollection: An important collection which covers mainly
Persian literature , cirftn, alchemy, history , ethics , philosophy, logic
and medicine. Some very valuable MSS are part of this collection .
Published catalogues: The collection has been briefly described. See
1962. Fihrist-i nuskhahha-yi khatti kitabkhanah-i khusiisi-i
A~GHAR MAHDAVf, by MUl;lAMMAD TAQi DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 2,
1341, pp. 59-181.

1963. A.shna'i ba chand nuskhah-i digar az kitabkhanah-i Duktur
A~GHAR MAHDAVi, by M .T. DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 3, 1342, pp.
481-485 .
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Astanah-i Imamzadah 'Abd al-'A~im Library
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Date of establishment: 1324/1945
Status: Endowment/Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 419 (Arabic, Persian and Turkish).
Description of collection: The old library which was attached to this
shrine existed some 400 years ago. In 1037 SHAH 'ABBAS of the
Safavid dynasty presented 119 MSS as an endowment to this collec­
tion. Only 3 of these MSS are still in existence. The library under­
went many changes; for a long while there was no trace of it. In 1945
the library was reestablished and started to function again.

The MSS represent mainly the fields of fiqh and medicine; also
logic, history and lexicography. Some are rare and unique.
Published catalogues:
1963. Fihrist-i nuskhahha-yi khatti-i kitabkhanah-i Astanah-i
Imamzadah 'Abd al-'A~im Hasani dar Shahr-i Ray, by
MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH , NKH, 3, 1342, pp. 61-83 &
427 -480.

Baqirzadah Collection

A private collection which contains one MS. on tafsir. See
1967. Nuskhah-i Baqirzadah, p . 112 in Si va chahar nu skhah-i
khatti az chand majmiiiah-i khusirsi, by IRA] AFSHAR , NKH, 5,
1346 , pp . 111-131 .

Bunyad-i Pizhuhishha-yi 'Ilmi-i Fransavi Library (Institut
Franco-Iranien)

Status: Academic
Total number of Islamic MSS: 46 (Arabic and Persian) .
Description of collection: The collection contains some important MSS
on philosophy, cirftn, logic, tafsir and alchemy. 15 of them are
majmii'ah MSS which include Arabic as well as Persian treatises .
Published catalogues:
1978 . Nuskhalr'ha-yi khatti-i kitabkhanah-i bakhsh-i iranshinasi-i
Bunyad-i Pizhuhishha-yi 'Ilmi-i Fransavi dar Tihran, by M u­
I;IAM MAD TAQI DANlSHPAZHlJH , RK, 21, 1357, pp . 329-338 &

669-684.
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Da'irat al-Ma-arif-i Buzurg-i Islam! Library

Khiyaban-i Shahid Bahunar (Niyavaran) , Khiyaban-i Shahid Aqa'i
Status: Public
Conditions of access: Open to scholars and researchers on production
of a letter of reference from a relevant institution.
Totalnumber of Islamic MSS: ca. 5,000 (Arabic, Persian and Turkish).
Description of collection: This library has been established recently. Its
collection contains some 5,000 MSS which are mainly reference
works. Nevertheless other branches of Islamic learning are also
represented. The collection has not been catalogued.

Gulistan Library

Description of collection: This library used to be called" Kitabkhanah-i
Saltanati" in the time of the previous regime in Iran ; this name is
no longer used since the revolution in 1979. The collection is located
in a Qajar palace called the Gulistan. Since the collection was called
Gulistan, before the name was changed to " Kitabkhanah-i
Saltanati'", the old name is used here. But at this stage no one knows
what the ultimate name of this very valuable collection will be . The
library has been closed since the revolution , and so far no definite
decision has been made as to the future of the collection. A couple
of governmental organisations lay claim to it, but it is not yet clear
to which of them it will be attached.

The collection is extremely valuable , and includes many precious
MSS with beautiful illumination and decorations, as well as some
which contain very valuable miniature paintings. It contains several
thousand MSS and covers the fields ofQur'an (222 MSS) , literature
(particularly poetry-the holding of poetical works, i.e . Divans,
amounts to 852 MSS),jiqh, hadith, logic , kaldm , history, geography,
etc.
Published catalogues:
1950 . Fihrist-i khutiu-i khiish-i Kitiibkhdnah-i Shdhanshdhi-i fran. By
MAHOI BAyANI. Tehran, 1329 . 358 + 8pp.

1957 . Fihrist-i nii-tamdm-i i' tidadi az kitabha-yi khaui-i Kitdbkhdnah-i
Saltanati, Tehran, 1336. 676pp.
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1961. Vasf-i nusakh-i chand az Kitabkhanah-i Gulistan, by (ABBAS
IQBAL, NKH, 1, 1340, pp. 156-204.

1965. Al-Khizana al-Saltaniya wa-baid naffi'isiha, by MUl;lAMMAD
AL-FASl, AI-Ba4th al-iIlmi, 3 vii, pp. 5 -11.

1972. Fihrist-i Qur'iinha-yi khaui-i Kitdbkhdnah-i Saltanati, By BADRI
ATABAY. Tehran: Kitabkhanah-i Saltanati, 1351. 493pp.

The details given in this catalogue include: dimensions, type of
paper, style of script, date of copying, name of scribe, patterns of
seals, particulars of the beginning pages , illumination and decora­
tion, name of illuminators, number of folios, number of lines, cover
and binding, sample facsimiles of all catalogued Qur'ans . No index .

222 Qur'an MSS have been described in the catalogue.

197.3. Fihrist-i kutub-i dini va mazhabi-ikhaui-i Kitdbkhdnah-i Saltanati,
By BADRI ATABAy. Tehran: Kitabkhanah-i Saltanati, 1352. 1105pp.

The bibliographical and codicological details given are as follows:
serial number, title, dimensions, type of paper, style of script,
author, date of compilation , name of scribe, date of copying, some
details of the content and subject of each MS., illumination, particu­
lars of the first pages of each MS. , marginal notes , patterns of seals,
number ofleaves, number oflines , beginning and ending, cover and
binding, some sample facsimiles , indexes of translators, illumina­
tors, scribes and titles .

502 MSS have been described in this catalogue.

1974. Fihrist-i muraqqaidt-i Kitdbkhdnah-i Saltanati. By BADRI ATABAy.
Tehran: Kitabkhanah-i Saltanati, 1353. 408pp.

In this catalogue altogether 250 pieces of calligraphy, paintings
and artistic illuminated works have been descr ibed.

1976. Fihrist-i diviinhii-y i khaui-i Kitiibkhdnah-i Saltanati. By BADRI
ATABAY. Tehran : Kitabkhanah-i Saltanati, 2535. 2 vols. 724;
1393pp.

Vol. I contains descriptions of 296 MSS and Vo!. II 556 MSS.

1977. Fihrist-i tdrikh , safamiimah , siyii~atniimah , riizndmah,jughriifiyii-yi
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khaui-i Kitdbkhdnah-i Saltanati. By BADRI ATABAY. Tehran:
Kitabkhanah-i Saltanati, 2536. 759pp.

The details given include: title, dimensions, type of paper, style
of script, name of scribe, date of copying, author, some details of the
subject and content of each MS. , patterns of seals, illuminations,
number ofleaves, number oflines, beginning and ending, cover and
binding, 60 colour illustrations and 20 black and white illustrations,
indexes of seals, names of scribes, authors , translators, illuminators,
binders, painters and designers .

301 MSS have been described in the catalogue.

1986. Kitabkhanah-i Gulistan , by MUI;lAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZH­
lIH, FIZ, 26, 1365, pp. 108-183.

l:Iiifi~ Farmanfarma/Iyan Library"

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 68 (Arabic and Persian).
Description ofcollection: It covers mainly the fields ofliterature and his­
tory, medicine, logic, philosophy, ethics, etc . Most of the MSS were
copied in the 9th-13th centuries AH .
Publishedcatalogues:
1974. Fihrist-i nuskhalr'ha-yi khatti-i Duktur BAFI~ FARMAN­
FARMA)IYAN, by MUI;lAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH , NKH, 7, 1353,
pp. 544-555.

* A part of this private collection has recently been purchased by
Kitabkhanah-i Markazi va Markaz-i Asnad-i Danishgah-i Tehran.

Hasan CAli Ghaffiiri Collection

A small private collection which contains 4 Persian MSS. It has been
briefly catalogued. See
1967. Nuskhab'ha-yi khatti-i BAsAN GHAFFARI (Mu'jivin al­
Dawlah), p. 112 in Sf va chahar nuskhah-i khatti ... , by 1. AFSHAR,
op. cit.

Hasan Siidat N ii~iri Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 16 (Arabic and Persian) .
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Description of collection: Most of the MSS are Persian and cover the
fields of literature , history and medicine .
Published catalogues:
1969. Nuskhah-ha-yi A.qa-yi I:IASAN SADAT NA~IRI , by MUI::IAMMAD
TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH, NKH, 6, 1348, pp . 696-698.

Humayun San'atizadah Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 10 (Persian).
Description of collection: The MSS are related to Persian literature and
were copied in recent centuries.
Published catalogues:
1974. Nuskhah'ha-yi khatti-i HUMAYUN $ANCATIZADAH, by IRA]
AFSHAR , NKH, 7, 1353, p . 799.

Husayn MiftaQ Collection

Status: Private
Description of collection: Once the collection contained over 1,435
Arabic and Persian MSS. The owner sold part of his collection to
the Majlis-i Sana library and to the National library (Kitabkhanah-i
Milli). After the death of the owner some more MSS were sold. Con­
sequently it is hard to establish how many MSS are still left with the
inheritors of this collection.
Published catalogues: The whole collection was catalogued before it
was dispersed. See
1974. Kitabkhanah-i Duktur I:IUSAYN MIFTAI;I , by MUI;:IAMMAD
TAQI DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 7, 1353, pp. 95-510 .

Ibrahim MuCtamidi Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Persian) .
Published catalogues:
1975. Nuskhah''ha-yi khatti-i IBRAHIM MucTAMIDI, by IRA]AFSHAR,

RK, 18, 1354, p. 721.
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Khanqah-i Ni'mat Allahi Library

Status: Endowment
Publishedcatalogues: The published catalogue contains the description
of 610 MSS only. See
1971- 73. Fihrist-i nuskhahihd-yi khaui-i kitdbkhdnah-i Khiinqiih-i Niir­
bakhsh (Ni'mat Alliihi). By Sayyid IBRAHIM DIBAJI. Vol. I , Tehran,
1352, 235pp . Vol. II, Tehran , 1350, 296pp.

The following details are given in the catalogue: title , subject, lan­
guage, author, some brief details on the life of the author and the
content of each MS., chapters and sections, date and place of
copying, name of scribe, marginal notes, patterns of seals, names of
previous owners, beginning and ending, cover and binding, type of
paper, style of script, number of folios , number of lines , headings
and illuminations, indexes of authors and titles .

Kitabkhanah-i Markazi va Markaz-i Asnad-i Danishgah-i
T'ihran Collection (Central Library of Tehran University)

Danishgah-i Tihran, Khiyaban-i Inqilab
Tel. : 021-666199
Date of establishment: 1328/1949
Status: University library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 14,203 (Arabic, Persian and Turkish).
Conditions of access: The library is used mainly by the students and
staff of Tehran University. Outside researchers and scholars can
also be admitted to the collection on condition that they apply for a
ticket which will be issued by the authorities of the library.
Description of collection: Sayyid MUI;:IAMMAD MISHKAT, a learned scho­
lar and professor of Tehran University , donated his very valuable
collection to Tehran University in 1329/1950. This donation con­
stituted the first holding of MSS of the library. Gradually other per­
sons followed his example and donated their collections to this
library. These include: ZIYA' AL-DIN NARAQI (11 MSS), VLADIMIR
IVANOW (8 MSS), DUKTUR ISMA'ILBIGI (9 MSS), SHAHRDARf
GURGAN (221 MSS), Wizarat-i A.muzish va Parvarish (113 MSS) ,
I:!ASAN 'ALI GHAFFARI-Mu'avin al-Dawlah (30 MSS), Dr RABf'
BADI'f (13 MSS), Khandan-i Sayyid JALAL J AZA'IRI (43 MSS),
I:!USAYN FIRUZ (11 MSS), Duktur A~GHAR MAHDAVf (7 MSS) ,
Khandan-i Shaykh MUI;:IAMMAD 'ABDuH (70 MSS), SADlQ RAI;IIMf
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(18 MSS), MUI;IAMMAD SANGILAJI (8 MSS), HAYBAT ALLAH
AFKHAMI ARDAKANI (21 MSS), Khandan-i MUI;IAMMAD 'ALI SADID
AL-SALTANAH KABABI (66 MSS) , ALLAHYAR $ALII;I (11 MSS),
HUMAYUN $AN'ATI (14 MSS) , and a few others who have donated 3
to 7 MSS.

The library has also made serious attempts to acquire more MSS .
It managed on several occasions to purchase the entire collections of
private individuals. Some of the important collections which have
been purchased are as follows : PARVIZ $IDDIQI (23 MSS-this collec­
tion belonged to Da'I al-Islam), MAJID MUVAQQAR (62 MSS) ,
FAKHR AL-DIN NASIRI AMINI (550 MSS), MUI;IAMMAD TAQI
MUDARRIS (74 MSS) , BASAN CALI BAsTANI RAD (2735 MSS),
KITABFURUSHI-I BARANI (228 MSS), SACIDNAFIsl (11 MSS), Shaykh
CALI CDLUMI YAZDI (631 MSS) , BADlc AL-ZAMAN FURUZANFAR (172
MSS), MUFAFA FAY~I (46 MSS) and a few others.

The collections of the following Faculties of Tehran University
were also transferred to this central library : Danishkadah-i Adabiy­
at , Danishkadah-i Huqiiq va cUlum-i Siyasi va Iqtisadi,
Danishkadah-i Ilahiyat va Ma'arif-i Islami and Danishkadah-i
Pizishki.

This important collection contains old, rare and unique MSS and
includes items from the second century of Islamic history till the last
one . All Islamic disciplines and fields are represented in this collec­
tion. It also contains very valuable illuminated and decorated MSS
of high artistic quality . The library building is modern and is techni­
cally equipped with all the necessary facilities for preservation of
MSS.
Published catalogues: All MSS of this collection except 414 have been
thoroughly catalogued. Work has already started to catalogue these
remaining 414 MSS as well. We were told by the authorities of the
library in December 1990 that the cataloguing process would be
finished in 1991 and the results would then be published . The pub­
lished catalogues are as follows :
1951- 1985. Fihrist-i nuskhahlhd-yi khaui-i Kitdbkhiinah-i Markazi va
Markaz-i Asndd-i Diinishgdh-i Tihriin, By CALI NAQI MUNZAVI and
MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH, Vols. I - XVIII , Tehran:
Tehran University Press , 1330-1364. Vol. I, by CALI NAQI
MUNZAVI, 1330 , 275pp. Vol. II , by 'ALI NAQI MUNZAVI, 1332,
898pp. Vol. III, by MUI;IAMMAD TAQIDANISHPAZHUH, 1332, 690pp.
Vol. IV , by M .T. DANISHPAZHUH, 1332, 691-1052pp. Vol. V, by
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M.T. DANISHPAZHUH, 1335 , 1053-2109pp. Vol. VI, by M.T.
DANISHPAZHUH, 1335, 2110-2600 + 411pp. Vol. VII, by M.T.
DANISHPAZHUH , 1338, 2601-2808 + 31pp. Vol. VIII, by M.T.
DANISHPAZHUH, 1339, 760pp. Vol. IX, by M.T. DANISHPAZHUH,
1340 , 761-1504pp. Vol. X, by M.T . DANISHPAZHUH, 1340, 1505­
2000pp. Vol. XI, by M.T. DANISHPAZHUH, 1340, 2001-2504pp. +
ills. Vol. XII , by M .T. DANISHPAZHUH, 1340, 2505-3008pp.
Vol. XIII , by M .T. DANISHPAZHUH, 1340, 3009-3512pp.
Vol. XIV, by M .T. DANISHPAZHUH, 1340, 3513-4604pp.
Vol. XV, by M.T. DANISHPAZHUH , 1345, 4065-4144 + 280pp.
Vol. XVI, by M.T. DANISHPAZHlJH, 1357, 14 + 768pp. Vol. XVII,
by M.T. DANISHPAZHUH , 1364, 540pp. Vol. XVIII, by M.T.
DANISHPAZHUH, 1364, 269 + 11pp. + 652 ills .

The bibliographical and codicological details in this voluminous
catalogue include: title, language, subject , author, some detail of the
life and work of the author, date of compilation, beginning and end­
ing, style of script , name of scr ibe, place and date of copying, head­
ings and illuminations, marginal notes , patterns of seals, name of
previous owner, number offolios, type of paper, cover and binding,
dimensions, indications of missing pages, measurements of the writ­
ten surface, number of lines to a page, indexes of authors and titles .

Altogether 10,050 MSS have been described in this catalogue.
NB : The indexes for all volumes have been put in Vol. XVII.

1954. Fihrist-i kutub-i khaiti-i kitiibkhiinah-i Diinishkadah-i Pizishki-i
Diinishgiih-i Tihriin. By BASAN RAHAVARD. Tehran: Danishkadah-i
Pizishki-i Danishgah-i Tehran, 1333 . 470 + 7pp.

400 MSS are described in this catalogue.

1957. Khizanat FAKHR AL-DIN NA~IRI fi Tihran, by BUSAYN 'ALI
MAI;lFu?:, RIMA, 3, pp. 37 -55.

1957. Khizanat MAJID M UWAQQAR fi Tihran, by BUSAYN 'ALI
MAI;lFU?: , RIMA , 3, pp. 12 -13.

1957. Khizanat MUI;lAMMAD 'ALI DA'I AL-IsLAM, by BUSAYN 'ALI
MAI;lFU?:, RIMA, 3, pp. 65-66.
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1960. Fihrist-i nuskhah'hii-yi khatti-i kitdbkhiinah-i Ddnishkadah-i
Adabiydt-i Diinishgiih-i Tihriin. By MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH .
Tehran: Tehran University Press, 1339. 682pp .

551 MSS have been thoroughly treated in this catalogue.

1960. Fihrist-i nuskhahlhii-yikhatti-i kitdbkhanah-i Ddnishkadah-i Huqiiq
va 'Uliim-i Siyasi va Iqtisiidi-iDdnishgdh-i Tihriin. By MUI;IAMMAD TAQI
DANISHPAZHUH. Tehran: Tehran University Press, 1339. 602pp.

The number of the MSS which have been catalogued amounts to
636.

1962. Fihrist-i nuskhali'hii-yikhaiii-i kitdbkhdnah-iDdnishkadah-i Adabi­
yiit-MajmuCah-i Vaqfi-i (ALI A$GHAR ijIKMAT. By MUI;IAMMAD TAQI
DANISHPAZHUH. Tehran: Tehran University Press, 1341. 104pp.

The total number of the MSS which have been described here is
345.

1963. IttilaCati darbarah-i barkhi az nuskhah/ha-yi khatti-i
kitabkhanah-i Danishkadah-i Pizishki, by M UI;IAMMAD TAQI
DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 3,1342, pp. 297-386.

1965 . Fihrist-i nuskhahlhii-yi kha{tl-i kitiibkhiinah-i Ddnishkadah-i Adabi­
ydt: MajmuCah-'i Imiim-i ]umCah-i Kirmiin. By MUI;IAMMAD TAQi
DANISHPAZHUH. Tehran: Tehran University Press , 1344. 248pp .

Altogether 498 MSS have been catalogued in th is volume.

1966 - 69 . Fihrist-i nuskhalt'hii-yi khaui-i kitdbkhdnah-i Ddnishkadah-i
Iliih'iyiit va Maciirif-i Isldmi-i Diinishgiih-i T ihriin . By MUI;IAMMAD
BAQIR I:!UJJATI, under the supervision of M .T. DANISHPAZHUH.
Tehran: Tehran University Press, 1345-48.2 vols . 1227 ; 343pp.

In this catalogue, each volume is divided into two parts: Part One
contains the descriptions of Persian and majmuCah MSS , and Part
Two those of Arabic MSS. Vol. II includes also, on pp. 94-142,
descriptions of some microfilms of Persian and Arabic MSS, whi ch

are held by th e library.

1967. Majmir -ah-i kutub-i khatti va chapi va asnad va caks-i I:!ASAN
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'ALI GHAFFARI (Mu'iavin al-Dawlah) ihda)1 bi Danishgah-i Tihran,
by IRAj AFsHAR, NKH, 5,1346, pp. 717-734.

30 MSS are briefly described.

1971. Nimayishgah-i nuskhah)ha oa asniid-i khaiti-i K itiibkhdnah-i MaT­
kazi oa Markaz-i Asniid-i Danishgdh-i Tihrdn, Tehran : 1350.

1976. Fihristodrah-i nuskhah'hd-yi khaui-i majmicah-i MISHKAT. By
MUl;IAMMAD SHIRVANI. Tehran: Tehran University Press, 2535.
338pp.

1,320 MSS which were donated by Sayyid MUl;IAMMAD MISHKAT
to this collection are recorded in this handlist.

1976. Nuskhah'ha-yi khatti-i MUl;IAMMAD 'ALI RljA)1 ZAFRAH-)I,
by MUl;IAMMAD BASAN RIjA)1 ZAFRAH)I, RK, 19, 1355, pp.
74-2 - 746.

Madrasah-i 'Ali-i Shahid Mutahhar'i Library"

Maydan-i Baharistan
Tel.: 021-366166-9
Date of establishment: 1297 AH
Status: Endowment/Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 7,925 (Arabic, Persian and Turkish).
Conditions of access: A Waqf (Endowment) institution must , in prin­
ciple, be open for public use. The physical and special circumstances
of each endowment library, however, can cause difficulties in the ap­
plication of this general principle. Such is the case with this
Madrasah. The physical conditions of the library and the lack of fa­
cilities do not allow the collection to be used by outside readers, and
it is mainly used by students and scholars of the Madrasah.
However, outside readers can also sometimes use the collection if
they obtain permission from the authorities of the Madrasah; but
the granting of such permission is by no means automatic .
Description ofcollection: This important collection carne into existence
on the initiative of SIPAHSALAR SADR-I A'?:AM l;I USAYN KHAN

• Before the revolution it was called "Kitabkhanah-i Madrasah-i
'Ali-i Sipahsalar" .
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(1241-1298 AH /1826-1881 CE), the prime minister of Nxsm AL­
DiN SHAH Qajar. He founded the Madrasah in 1296 (1879) and
named it after himself, Madrasah-i Sipahsalar. Immediately after
the revolution the name of this Madrasah was changed to its present
name.

The first holding of this collection amounted to 3,370 MSS which
were donated by SIPAHSALAR. This figure includes some documents ,
pieces of calligraphy and astrolabes. Gradually oth er people started
to donate MSS to this collection , and the authorities of the
Madrasah also acquired more MSS in subsequent years.

The contents of two other collections have also been transferred
to this library. They were respectively " K itabkhanah-i $adr" and
"Kitabkhanah-i Mushir al-Saltanah " . The total number of the first
collection was 57 MSS which were officially delivered to Sipahsalar
collection in 1315/1936. In the same year the entire contents of the
second collection , 605 MSS, were also delivered to the Sipahsalar
library.

The collection covers all fields of Islamic sciences, and there are
several unique, rare and highly valuable MSS. Some possess very
high artistic qu ality, with beautiful illumination and decorations .
Autograph MSS are also available in this collect ion . Among other
very precious MSS there is a Khamsah of N I?:AMi written in 570 AH.
Published catalogues: The collection has been repeatedly catalogued,
but not every catalogue has been published. Here are some pub­
lished ones:
1936. Fihrist-i kitdbkhdnah-i Madrasah-i ',hi SIPAHSALAR. Vol. 1. By
IBN YUSUF SHiRAZi. Tehran: the Madrasah , 1315. 696pp.

Qur/an, tafsir, prayer, haditli andfiqh.

1939. Fihrist-i kitabkhiinah-i Madrasah-i 'ALi SIPAHSALAR . Vol. II. By
IBN YUSUF SHiRAZi. Tehran: the Madrasah, 1318. 795pp.

Prose, encyclopaedias, linguistics, rhetoric and poetry.
Altogether 1,295 Arabic, Persian and Turkish MSS have been

described in these two volumes. The author has applied a detailed
method of describing the MSS and gives all necessary bibliographi­
cal and codicological information on each individual MS., as well as
indexes of places, books and sources, persons and titles.

1947. Nafatis al-makhtiitat al-Farabiya fi khizanat Madrasat
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ISPAHSALAR, by As'AD TALAS, RAAD, 22, pp. 405-417 and 501­
516 .

1962 -78. Fihrist-i kitilbkhanah-i SIPAHSALAR . Bakhsh-i Sivvum. By
MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHtJH and 'ALl NAQI MUNzAVi.
Tehran: Anjurnan-i Irani-i Falsafah va 'Uliim-i Insani, 1340,
546pp. Bakhsh-i Chaharum, 1346, 560pp. Bakhsh-i Panjum, 1356,
771pp.

The details given in this catalogue include: library c1assmark,
title, author, subject, language, beginning and ending, style of
script, name of scribe, date and place of copying, type of paper,
cover and binding, dimensions, number of folios, number of lines.

NB : Though this catalogue, which consists of 3 volumes, gives the
impression of being the continuation of the catalogue by IBN YUSUF
SHIRAZI (see above), this is not really the case, as it covers all the
MSS of this collection, including those previously catalogued by IBN
YUSUF SHiRAZi.

Madrasah-i Chihil Situn Library

Date oj establishment: 1380 AH
Status : Endowment
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 319 (Arabic and Persian).
Description oj collection: The library was founded by Shaykh HASAN
SA'ID. The collection contains some important MSS in the fields of
Qur'an, Shi'iteJiqh, tafsir and hadith, logic, genealogy, mathematics,
medicine, history and ethics . It contains 39 majmii.'ah MSS.
Published catalogues:
1956. Fihrist-i nuskhahha-yi khatti-i kitabkhanah-i madrasah-i
Chihil Sitirn, by RI~A USTADi, in Ashna'l ba chand nuskhah-i shakhsi,
by RI~A USTADi and MUDARRISI TABATABA'i. Qum 1335.

Mahdi Bayani Collection

Status: Private (dispersed after the owner's death)
Total number oj Islamic MSS: ca. 300 (Arabic and Persian).
Published catalogues:
1961. Makhtiitat al-Duktiir MAHDI BAYANi fi Tihran , by HASAN
'ALl MAI;IFUZ, RIMA, 7, pp . 3-6.
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1961. Majmiiiah-i munsha/at, by MAHDI BAYANI, RK, 4, 1340,
pp. 239-244.

1961. Fihrist-i mujmali az manziirnat-i Farsi, by MAHDI BAYANI,
NKH, 1, 1340, pp. 8-17.

1969. Chand nuskhah az marhiirn-i BAYANI, by MUI;IAMMAD TAQI
DANISHPAZHlJH, NKH, 6, 1348, pp. 691-695.

Mahmiid Farhad Muitamid Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 370 (Arabic, Persian and Turkish) .
Description ofcollection: The original collection belonged to the Qajar
prince FARHAD MIRZA MU'TAMID AL-DAWLAH who possessed a very
valuable collection of Islamic MSS . Many of these have left the
country and gone to libraries abroad . Fortunately, the son of the
first owner who now possesses the collection has been able to keep
a good number of the MSS. The present collection still covers almost
all branches of Islamic learning. There are several old and precious
MSS in the collection , including some rare and unique items, as well
those of artistic value.
Published catalogues:
1963. Fihrist-i Kitabkhanah-i MAI:IMUD FARHAD MUcTAMID, by
GHULAMRI~A FARZANAHPUR & MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH ,
NKH, 3, 1342, pp . 141-276.

1977. Nuskhah/ha-yi tazah , by IRA} AFSHAR, RK, 20, 1356,
pp . 330-336.

Majlis-i Shiira-yi Islami Library (Shumarah-i Yak)"

Maydan-i Baharistan
Tel. : 021-393257
Date of establishment: 1302/1923

.. Before the revolution the name of this library was "Kitabkhanah-i
Majlis-i Shiira-yi Milll".
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Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca . 16,000 (Arabic, Persian and
Turkish).
Conditions ofaccess: A ticket is required to enter the collection: this can
be obtained by application to the director of the library.
D escription of collection: This is another important Iranian collection
which contains very valuable illuminated manuscripts of high artis­
tic quality, and several unique and rare items. It is notable also for
its many important MSS on mathematics and medicine.

The library contains the collections of M UI;IAMMAD T AQI BAHAR,
IMAMjUM'AH-I KHu'I, Mirza TAHIR TUNAKABUNI and MAJID FIRuz
NA~IR AL-DAWLAH FARMANFARMA , Sayyid MUI;IAMMAD SADlQ
TABATABA'I and RAHI MU'AYYIRI. All of them are very valuable col­
lections.

The collection covers all fields ofIslamic sciences and the MSS are
from the earliest centuries of Islamic history till recent times.

The preservation and arrangement of the MSS are related to their
value : the most precious MSS are kept in safes and security boxes
and the ordinary ones are put on shelves.
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued, except for
some 500 MSS which have been acquired in recent years.
1926. Fihrist-i Kitdbkhiinah-i Majlis-i Shiirii-yi sam. Vol. I. Tehran:
Kitabkhanah-i Majlis-i Shiira-yi Milli, 1305. 364pp.

In this volume MSS and printed books have been catalogued
together. 216 MSS are treated.

1932. Fihrist -i kitdbkhiinah-i Majlis-i Shiira-yi Milli. Vol. II, by YUSUF
I'Tl~AMI. Tehran: Kitabkhanah-i Majlis-i Shirra-yi Milli, 1311.
539pp.

This volume covers 788 MSS and includes all those described in
Vol. I.

1941. Fihrist-i kitdbkhiinah-i Majlis-i Shiird-yi Milli. Vol. III, by IBN
YUSUF SHIRAzI. Tehran : Kitabkhanah-i Majlis-i Shiira-yi Milli,
1320. 814 + l l pp .

In this volume only Persian MSS are described ; it was revised and
completed by 'ABD AL-I;!USAYN I;!A'IRI and re-published by the same
library in 1353/1974.

1947. M aktabat al-Majlis al-Na-ib] fi Tihran , by MUI;IAMMAD
As'AD TALAs, RAAD, 22, pp . 210-222 and 307 -319.
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1949. Kitabkhanah-i Majlis-i Shirra-yi Milli, by cABBAS ZARYAB
KHu'i,MaJallah-iDiinish, 1, 1328, pp. 25-27; 92-93 ; 132-135.

Only 26 selected MSS ofSayyid MUI;!AMMAD SADIQ TABATABA'i'S
donation to this collection have been treated in this catalogue.

1956. Fihrist-i kitdbkhanah-i Majlis-i Shurii-yi Milli. Vol. IV, by cABO
AL-I:!USAYN I:IA'IRi. Tehran : Kitabkhanah-i Majlis-i Shiira-yi Milli,
1335. 479pp.

1965. Maktabat Majlis al-Umma al-Irani, by SAUl;! AL­
SHAHRISTANI, MaJallat al-Maktaba , 5, pp. 10-11.

1965. Fihrist-i kitabkhiinah-i Majlis-i Shurii-yi Milli. Vol. VI, by SAciD
NAFISi. Tehran: Majlis-i Shirra-yi Milli, 1344. 331pp.

Persian MSS on various subjects.

1966. Fihrist-i kitabkhanah-i MaJlis-i Shurii-yi Milli. Vol. V, by cABD
AL-I:IUSAYN I:!A'IRi. Tehran: Majlis-i Shura-yi Milli, 1345. 612pp.

MSS on kaliim and philosophy.

1966. Fihrist-i kitdbkhdnah-i Majlis-i Shiira-yi Milli. Vol. XI, by IRA]
AFSHAR, MUI;!AMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH & cALI NAQI MUNZAVi.
Tehran, 1345, 461pp .

1967. Fihrist-i kitabkhdnah-i Majlis-i Shurii-yi Milli. Vol. XII, by IRA]
AFSHAR, MUI;!AMMAD TAQi DANISHPAZHUH & CALI NAQI MUNzAvi.
Tehran, 1346, 439pp .

1967. Fihrist-i kitdbkhdnah-i Majlis-iShura-yi Milli . Vol. XIII, by IRA]
AFSHAR, MUI;!AMMAO TAQi DANISHPAZHUH & CAli NAQi MUNZAvi.
Tehran , 1346, 438pp.

1967. Fihrist-i chand majmir'ah-i kitabkhanah-i Majlis-i Shirra-yi
Mim, by AI;!MAD GULcHIN MAcANi, NKH, 5, 1349, pp. 153-203.

In this article 207 majmicah. MSS are briefly described.

1967. Fihris kitabkhanah Majlis-i Shirra-yi Milli, by cUMAR RU;>A
KAI;!I;IALA , LA, 42, p. 355 .
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1967. Fihrist-i kitdbkhdnah-i MaJlis-i Shiaii-yi Milli. Vol. VII , by 'ABO
AL-I:!USAYN I;lA)IRI. Tehran: Kitabkhanah-i Majlis-i Shiira-yi Milli,
1346. 643pp.

This volume is devoted to the description of IMAM j UM'AH-1
KHU)!' s donation to this library , comprising 260 Arabic and Persian
MSS.

1967. Kitabkhanah-i Bahar, by M UI;lAMMAO TAQI DANISHPAZHUH,
NKH, 5, 1346, pp. 658-671.

1968. Fihrist-i kitiibkhiinah-i MaJlis-i Shiird-yi Milli. Vol. VIII, by
FAKHRI RASTGAR. Tehran: Kitabkhanah-i Majlis-i Shiira-yi Milli,
1347, 564pp.

The Persian poetical MSS are described in this volume.

1968 - 69. Fihrist-i kitdbkhiinah-i Majlis-i Shiirii-yi Milli. Vol. IX, by
'ABO AL-I:!USAYN I:!A)IRI. Tehran , 1346-47. 2 parts . 958 + 41pp.

1968 -73. Fihrist-i kitiibkhiinah-i Majlis-i Shiird-yi Milli. Vol. X , by
'ABO AL-I:!USAYN I:!A)IRI. Tehran, 1347 - 52 . Bakhsh-i Avval , 1347,
555pp. Bakhsh-i Duvvum, 1347, 556-1077pp. Bakhsh -i Sivvum,
1348, 1081-1675pp. Bakhsh-i Chaharurn , 1352 , 1677 - 2230pp .

Bakhsh-i Chaharum (Part 4) of this volu m e is devoted to the
description of the precious coll ection of Mirza TAHIR T UNAKABUNI
which is kept in a particular place in the library .

1968. Fihrist-i kitiibkhiinah-i Mojlis-i Shiird-yi Milli. Vol. XIV, b y IRA]
AFSHAR , MUI;lAMMAO TAQI DANISHPAZHUH & 'ALI NAQI MUNZAVI.
Tehran, 1347 , 467pp.

1968. Fihrist-i kitiibkhiinah-i Majlis-i Shiirii-yi Milli. Vol. XV, by IRA]
AFSHAR, MUI;lAMMAO T AQI DANISHPAZHUH & 'ALf NAQI MUNZAVI.
Tehran, 1347, 387pp .

1969. Fihrist-i kitiibkhiinah-i MaJlis-i Shiirii-yi Milli. Vol. XVI , by IRA]
AFSHAR, MUI;lAMMAO TAQI DANISHPAZH UH & 'ALI NAQI M UNZAVI.
Tehran , 1348, 476pp.
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1969. Fihrist-i kitdbkhanah -i Majlis-i Shurd-yi uu«. Vol. XVII, by
'ABO AL-IjUSAYN IjA'IRI. Tehran , 1348. 424pp.

1969 . Fihrist-i kitdbkhanah-i Majlis- i Shiira-yi sum. Vol. XVIII , by
FAKHRI RASTGAR. Tehran , 1348. 23 + 160pp . + 4 plates .

In this volume MSS and books donated by RAHI Mu'AYYIRI to
this collection have been described . The 26 MSS are on pp. 1-33 .

1972. Fihrist-i kitdbkhdnah-i Majlis-i Shiirii-yi utu: Vol. XIX, by
'ABO AL-IjUSAYN I:IA'IRI. Tehran, 1350. 646pp.

This volume covers the MSS on mathematics and medicine ,
which will be continued in Vol. XX, not yet completed.

1978. Fihrist-i kitiibkhdnah-i Majlis -i Shiird-yi uiu: Vol. XXI , by
'ABO AL-IjUSAYN IjA'IRI. Tehran, 1357. 469pp.

This volume is devoted to the 368 MSS of the late MAJID FIRUZ
NA~IR AL-DAWLAH, which were donated to this library .

NB: 1) Various experts , independent of each other, were involved
in the cataloguing process: as soon as they completed their work ,
their catalogue volumes were published. That is why Vol. VI has
been published before Vol. V and Vols . XI, XII and XIII have been
published before Vol. VIII.

2) Vol. XXII is in the press . The remaining volumes, another 20,
will gradually be published . At present no definite publication dates
are available.

3) This catalogue is detailed. Though the different authors who
have compiled these volumes have not followed the same pattern,
nevertheless they have given all the bibliographical and codicologi­
cal details and indexes. The only exception is Vol. X , Part 4
(Bakhsh-i Chaharum), which is not provided with an index.

Unpublished catalogues: A handlist is available in the library, which
contains information on some 500 MSS which are uncatalogued.

MajIis-i Shiira-yi Islami Library (Shumarah-i Dii)*

Khiyaban-i Imam
Tel.: 021-667930

* Formerly called " Kitabkhanah-i Majlis-i Sana" : the name was
changed after the revolution .
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Date oj establishment: 1329/1950
Status: Governmental/Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 1,750 (Arabic, Persian and Turkish).
Conditions oj access: Though the library is officially public it is open
only to researchers and scholars, who can obtain admission by
applying to the director of the library .
Description oj collection: The collection contains mostly important
MSS on literature and history, though other fields such as medicine,
astrology , ethics, cirftn , Arabic grammar and evenjiqh and tafsir are
also represented. It contains some rare , unique and precious MSS.

The library is housed in a modern building and the MSS are well
preserved.
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued, except for
some 250 MSS which have been acquired in recent years.
1962. Fihrist-i kitabkhanah-i MajIis-i Sana, by MUl;lAMMAD T AQi
DANISHPAZHlJH, NKH, 2, 1341 , pp . 219-257.

76 MSS are described .

1969. Fihrist-i nusakh-i khatti-i kitabkhanah-i Majlis-i Sana
(Bakhsh-i Duvvum), by MUl;lAMMAD TAQi DANISHPAZHlJH, NKH,
6, 1348, pp . 427 - 587.

300 MSS are described.

1974. Fihrist-i nusakh-i khatti-i Majlis-i Sana (3), by MUl;lAMMAD
TAQi DANISHPAZHlJH , NKH, 7, 1353, pp. 569-669.

246 MSS are catalogued.

1976. Fihrist-i kitabha-yi khaui-i Majlis-i Sana. By MUl;lAMMAD T AQi
DANISHPAZHUH and BAHA' AL-DiN cILMi ANVARl. Vol. I. Tehran,
1355. 411 + 126pp. + plates.

The details given in this catalogue include: style of script, name
of scribe, date and place of copying, headings and illumination, pat­
terns of seals, name of previous owner, number of folios, number
of lines, measurements of the cover and written surface, type of
paper, cover and binding, title , language, subject, author, date of
compilation, beginning and ending, some sample facsimiles , in­
dexes of titles , authors, scribes , subjects and names of persons.

Altogether 650 MSS are described in this catalogue.
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1980. Fihrist-i kutub-i khaui-i kitiibkhanah-i MaJlis-i Shiaa-yi Islami
(Shumarah-i Dii). By M UI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH and BAHA'
AL-DIN (ILMI ANVARl. Vol. II. Tehran: Kitabkhanah-i Majlis-i
Shiira-yi Islarni, 1359. 520pp.

This catalogue is Vol. II of the preceding item. The only differ­
ence lies in the name of the library, which has been changed. The
details given in this volume are the same as those in Volume I.

Altogether 868 MSS are described in this volume.

Unpublished catalogues: A handlist is available which provides infor­
mation about some 250 MSS which are not covered in the published
catalogues.

Mas'ud Muhtashimi Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 8 (Arabic and Persian).
Description oj collection: A small collection which covers the fields of
literature, belief and prayer.
Published catalogues:
1967. Nuskhah''ba-yi Aqa-yi MAS(UD MUI;ITASHIMI, by MUI;IAMMAD
TAQI DANISHPAZHUH , NKH, 5, 1346, pp. 672-673 .

Milli Library

Kitabkhanah-i Milli-i Iran
Khiyaban-i Niyavaran , Kuchah-i Khansafid
Tel.: 021·282222
Date oj establishment: 1316/1937
Status: National library
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 11,877 (Arabic, Persian, Turkish and
Kurdish) .
Conditions ojaccess: Open to the public. However, one needs a ticket
to enter the library: this can be obtained by applying to the authori­
ties of the library.
Description oj collection : The significance of this library lies in the fact
that it contains the mo st substantial collection of MS. translations .
They include the first Persian translations of some European lan­
guages. Amongst them are the translations of Dar al-Tarjamah-i
Humayiml (the Royal H ouse of Translation) which was founded by
NA~IR AL-DIN SHAH Qajar ( 1264 - 1312 / 1848-1895). The Shah
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made notes in his own handwriting on the margins of several of these
tr an slat ions , stating that the entire text had been read by him . (See
the intr oduction to Fihrist-i nusakh-i khatti- i kitdbkhdnah-i Milli, Vol.
I , 1965, details below .) There are also other very important transla­
tions from the Q ajar period in this collection .

Anoth er group of MSS is highly significant , namely a collection
called MaJmucah-iJughrafiya-y i Tiir ikhi (the historical geography col­
lection). This consists of Safamiimahs and descriptions of various
area s of Iran which were written by high officials sent by NA!?IR AL­
DIN SHAH to these areas with instructions to observe and write down
what they saw and found. These MSS are highly important docu­
ments on the history and sociology of the Iranian people in recent
centuries.

The collection also contains unique , old and rare MSS as well as
some of high artistic quality.

Two important collections have been transferred to this library:
The first was Kitabkhanah-i cumiimi-i Macarif which contained
348 MSS and was on e of the oldest librarie s of T ehran in mod ern
times. The second was K itabkhanah-i Pahlavi which contained
6,316 MSS of which many arc very valuable. Part of the collection
ofMul;IAMMAOCALI RIJA)IZAFRAH)Iwas also donated to this library.

T he building where the MSS are kept is ad equate , but it is not
purpose-built . Nevertheless the MSS are preserved properly.
Published catalogues: The collection has been catalogued in part. See
1934 - 35. Fihrist-i kitdbkhdnah-i cumiimz-i MaCari]. By CABO AL-cAzIZ
j AwAHIR-KALAM . Tehran : Vizarat-i Maiarif', 1313 -14. 2 vols . 241;
227pp.

The details given in the catalogue include: title , language, author,
some details of the author, detailed description of the content and
subject of each MS. , cha pters and sections, beginning and ending,
style of script , name of scribe, date of copying, number of folios,
number of lines, headings and illuminations, cover and binding,
dimensions, library classmark, indexes of titles and authors.

The number of MSS which have been described is 348.

1954. Fihrist-i nimdyishgiih-i ii,rar-i AmI 'ALi IBNSiNA dar kitdbkhdnah-i
uun. Tehran, 1333.
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1956. Fihrist-i nimayishgah-i alar-i Khaioijali NA$iR AL-DiN TU$i dar
kitdbkhdnah-i Milliiran . By MAHDI BAyANI. Tehran, 1335. 12pp .

1961. Muntakhabati az kitabha-yi Farsi-i khatti-i kitabkhanah-i
Milli-i Farhang, by MAHDI MUI;lAQQIQ, NKH, 1, 1340, pp. 51- 61.

1965. Fihrist-i qismati az kitabha-yi khatti-i Farsi-i kitabkhanah-i
Milli-i Tihran, by MAHDI BAYANi, NKH, 4, 1344, pp. 139-281.

1965 - 1986. Fihrist-i nusakh-i khaiti-i kitabkhiinah-i Milli-i iran. By
Sayyid (ABD ALLAH ANVAR. 10 vols. Tehran: Kitabkhanah-i Milli-i
Iran, 1343-1358.

Here are the details of each volume: Vol. I, Tehran 1343, 526pp.,
covers Persian MSS. Vol. II, Tehran 1347, 599pp., covers Persian
MSS. Vol. III, Tehran 1351 , 586pp., covers Persian MSS. Vol. IV,
Tehran 1352, 548pp., covers Persian MSS. Vol. V, Tehran 1353,
718pp., covers Persian MSS. Vol. VI, Tehran 1354, 919pp., covers
Persian MSS. Vol. VII, Tehran 2536, 450pp., covers Arabic MSS.
Vol. VIII, Tehran 2536, 532pp., covers Arabic MSS . Vol. IX,
Tehran 1357, 595pp., covers Arabic MSS. Vol. X, Tehran 1358,
736pp., covers Arabic MSS.

The details which are given in this catalogue include : library
classmark, subject, title, author, translator, date and place of compi­
lation, some details of the content of each MS ., beginning and end­
ing, style of script, date of copying, headings and illuminations,
cover and binding, dimensions, type of paper, number of folios,
number of lines, measurements of the written surface, indexes of
persons and titles.

Altogether 5058 MSS (3083 Persian, 1975 Arabic) have been
described in the catalogue.

NB: Vol. X is not provided with any index. Vols . 1- V have been
published in a revised edition, 1986-90 (see below).

1969. Dunbalah-i fihrist-i kitabha-yi khatti-i kitabkhanah-i Milli-i
Tihran, by MAHDI BAYANI, NKH, 6,1348, pp. 119-326.

1976. Nuskhah/ha-yi khatti-i MUI;lAMMAD (ALI RIJA)I ZAFRAH)I, by
MUI;lAMMAD HASAN RIJA)I ZAFRAH)I, RK, 19, 1355, pp . 742-746.
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1986 - 90 . Fihrist-i nusakh-i khaui-i kitdbkhdnah-i Milli-i iran. By
Sayyid cABD ALLAH ANVAR . Vols. 1- V . Tehran: Kitabkhanah-i
Milli-i Iran , 1365-1369.

This is the revised edition of the 1965 - 74 catalogue volumes list­
ed above. The revision covers Vols. 1-V only.

Unpublished catalogues: A handlist is available in the library which
provides information on the un catalogued MSS.

The cataloguing of these has already started and is progressing.

Milli Malik Library

Khiyaban-i Panzdah-i Khurdad, Bazar-i Bayn al-Hararnayn,
No. 37
Tel. : 021-524492
Date oj establishment: 1316/1937
Status: Endowment/Public
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 6,650 (Arabic, Persian and Turkish) .
Conditions oj access: No particular requirement, open to readers .
Description oj collection: This important collection is housed in a tradi­
tional Persian building, located in the Bazar of Tehran. The library
was founded and funded entirely by the late Hajj !:IUSAYN AQA
MALIK, a learned businessman who used to work in the Bazar.

The collection is famous for its old and very precious Qur)an MSS
which are gilded and beautifully illuminated , as well as other old and
very important MSS , some of them of high artistic quality, and
some rare and unique MSS written by their authors.

The MSS are kept on shelves, except for some which , because of
their high value, are kept in security boxes. There is no problem of
dust or humidity and the temperature is controlled. The present
bu ilding is rather old , but the collection will be moved within two
years into a new and modern purpose-built library in the centre of
Tehran.

The collect ion covers all branches of Islamic learning.
Publishedcatalogues: The collection has been catalogued completely in
detail. See
1934. Jawla fi aC~am maktaba bi-Tihran: Maktabat al-I;:Iali Malik
al-Tujjar, by SALII;i AL-SHAHRISTANI, Majallat al-Slrfdn, 25, pp. 56­
61 and 256-259 .
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1960. Nawadir al-rnakhtirtat fi Maktabat Malik bi-Tihran, by
SAL.A.1;i AL-DIN AL-MuNA]]ID, RIMA, 6, pp. 67 -76.

1973 - 1990. Fihrist-i kitabha-yi khaui-i Kitdbkhdnah-i Malik. By IRA]
AFSHAR and MUI;iAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH, with the collabora­
tion of MUI;iAMMAD BAQIR I:IU]JATI and AI;iMAD MUNZAVI. Vols.
I- VIII. Tehran: Kitabkhanah-i Malik , 1352 -1369 .

Vol. I*, 1352,811 +31pp. + ills., covers Arabic and Turkish
MSS. Vol. II , 1354, 399pp., covers Persian MSS. Vol. III, 1361 ,
pp. 401-656 , covers Persian MSS . Vol. IV, 1364 , pp . 657 -868,
covers Persian MSS. Vol. V , 1363, 490pp. , covers majmii'ah MSS.
Vol. VI, 1366 , 496pp., covers majmiiCah MSS. Vol. VII , 1369 ,
487pp ., covers majmiiCah MSS. Vol. VIII , 1369 , 493pp., covers
majmiiiali MSS andjung MSS.

* Vol. I has been reprinted in Tehran in 1361/1982, 627pp.

The details given in this catalogue include: title , author , some de­
tails of the life and work of the author, date of compilation, subject,
beginning and ending, style of script , name of scribe, date of copy­
ing, headings and illumination , name of previous owner, number of
folios, type of paper, cover and binding.

The total number of MSS described in the 8 volumes amounts to
5,742.

NB : Vol. IX covers the rest of the MSS of the collection . It is
ready for publication. A few more volumes containing the indexes
for the whole catalogue are also being prepared for publication .

Mira§ Farhangi Library

Tel.: 021-950091-4
Date of establishment: 1360/1981
Status: Governmental
Total number of Islamic MSS: 7 (Arabic and Persian) .
Description of collection : A newly established library which possesses
only a few MSS, none of which have been catalogued yet.
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Mirza cAbd al-cA?:im Khan Qarib Garakani Library

Status : Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: 204 (Arabic, Persian and Turkish).
Description of collection: The collection is kept in Kitabkhanah-i
Danishsara-yi cAll and comprises part of the MSS of the owner. The
fields covered in th is collection include: Persian literature, history,
ph ilosophy, logic and cirftn . The majority of the MSS are on Persian
literature.
Publ ished catalogues:
1967. Kitabkhanah-i MIrza cABD AL-cA?:IM KHAN QARIB
GARAKANI, NKH, 5, 1346 , pp. 618-657.

Mu'assasah-i Bunyad-i Irrqilab-i Islami Collection

Shahr-i Ara, Muqabil-i Khiyaban-i Niyayish
Tel. : 021-977090
Status : Public
Description ofcollection: This collection has come into being in very re­
cent years. It contains some 3,000-4,000 MSS and covers mainly
the subjects of fiqh , hadith, history, etc. Despite the considerable
number of MSS, not even a handlist is available in the collection.
Consequently the figure which is given is by no means precise. Since
no list is available, the collection is not open to the public.

Mu'assasah-i MutalaCat va Tahqiqat-i Farhangi Library

Yiisuf-Abad, Khiyaban-i 64
T el.: 021-688035-6
Status: Governmental
Total number of Islamic MSS: 20 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The library was called before the revolution
"Bunyad-i Farhang-i Iran". The MSS are on tafsir , kaliim andfiqh.
The collection also contains a considerable number of microfilm
copies.
Published catalogues:
1983. Fih rist -i mikrufilrnha va caksha va nuskhahha-yi khatti-i
kitabkhanah-i Bun yad-i Farhang-i Iran, by MUl;IAMMAD TAQI
DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 11&12, 1362, pp. 990-1005 .

Only 6 MSS described .
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Mu'assasah-i Pizhiihish va MutalaCat-i Farhangi
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Khiyaban-i Vali-i cA~r , Khiyaban-i Firishtah
Tel.: 021-264037-8
Status: Public
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 700 (Arabic and Persian) .
Description of collection: The collection came into being after the revo­
lution. The holdings consist of approximately 300 Qur'an MSS and
another 400 MSS which cover various subjects . The collection is in
the process of being catalogued in its entirety. Most of the MSS have
already been catalogued and are being prepared for publication.
The cataloguing is very detailed . The first catalogue of Qur'an
MSS, with 99 entries giving a detailed description of each MS., has
already been published (see below) .
Published catalogues:
1991. Fihrist-i nuskhah'hii-yi khaui-i ganjinah-i Qur'iin. By cALi" AKBAR
KHANMUl;IAMMADI. Tehran , 1370. 216pp. + 8 ills.

Mujtaba Minavi

Status: Private (under the supe rvision of the Mu/assasah-i MutalaCat
va Tahqiqat-i Farhangi)
Total number of Islamic MSS: 160 (Arabic and Persian) and some 300
microfilms of MSS.
Published catalogues:
1969. Fihrist-i nuskhah''ha-yi khatti-i kitabkhanah-i MUJTABA
Mixxvi, NKH, 6, 1348, pp. 637 - 690.

Describes a part of the collection .
NB : A catalogue which contains descriptions of all the MSS in the

collection is in press and will come out soon .

Miizah-i Hunarha-yi Tazyini Collection

Status: Governmental
Description of collection: The majority of the MSS are on literature,
particularly poetry; there are also some on astrology and prayer.
Most of the MSS are of high artistic quality.
Published catalogues:
1963. Kitabkhanah-i miizah-i hunarha-yi tazyini-i idarah-i kull-i
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miizalr'ha va farhang-i 'ammah, by YAI;fYA ZUKA', further edited by
M.T. DANISHPAZHlJH, NKH, 3, 1342, pp . 128-131.

Miizah-i Iran-i Bastan Collection

Khiyaban-i Imam Khurnayni
Tel. : 021-672061
Status : Governmental
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 230 (Arabic and Persian).
Conditions ofaccess: Special permission from the authorities of the col­
lection is required to use the MSS.
Description of collection : The collection is significant because it con­
tains very important and valuable Qur'an MSS, as well as some
others which are beautifully decorated and illuminated. These are
of high artistic quality and are very precious . Among the most valu­
able MSS are Qur'ans written by the famous calligraphers YAQUT
AL-MuSTA':?IMI and AI;fMAO IBN AL-SHAYKH AL-SUHRAWAROI and a
Shahnamah ofFIROAWSI, in 12 volumes , written in the 4th century
AH.

Some 32 MSS which previously used to be held in "Madrasah-i
Dawlati-i Ham" are now kept in this collection. As regards these
MSS, see the 1963 catalogue by IRA] AFSHAR below.
Published catalogues:
1949. Rdhnimii-yi ganfinah-i Qur'iin dar Miizah-i lriin-i Bdstdn , By
MAHol BAyANI. Tehran, 1328 . 70 + 106 + Hpp. + ills.

1962. Fihrist-i nuskhah/ha-yi khatti-i Miizah-i Iran-i Bastan, by
MUI;fAMMAO TAQI DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 2, 1341, pp . 199-218.

81 MSS are described in this catalogue.

1963. Fihrist-i nuskhah''ha-yi khatti-i Miizah-i Iran-i Bastan, by
IRA] AFSHAR, NKH, 3, 1342, pp. 119-125 .

1965. Mu'arrifi-i chand nuskhah-i khatti-i kalarn Allah-i majid az
Mirzah-i Iran-i Bastan, by FATIMAH MIHRAN, Hunar va Mardum,
13H, pp. 33-37 .
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Miizah-i Mardumshinasi Collection

543

Status: Governmental
Description of collection: The MSS covers the fields of medicine and
zoology . Most of the MSS are illustrated with drawings, and are
very valuable.
Published catalogues:
196.3. Kitabkhanah-i miizah-i mardumshinasi-i idarah-i kull-i
mirzah/ha va farhang-i (ammah, by YAI;iYA ZUKA), further edited by
M.T. DANISHPAZHllH , NKH, 3, 1342.

Safid Nafisi Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 77 (Arabic and Persian) plus 160 MSS
written by the late SA(10 NAF1Si.
Description of collection: The late SA(10 NAF1S1, a well-known Persian
scholar, possessed a substantial collection of important MSS, num­
bering ca. 1,200 . The largest part of the collection , i.e . 1,108 MSS,
was purchased, in the lifetime of the owner, by Kitabkhanah-i
Markazi va Markaz-i Asnad-i Danishgah-i Tihran. The collection
was described in Vol. XVI of Fihrist-i nuskhah'hii-yi khaui-i
Kitdbkhdnah-i Markazi va Markaz-i Asndd-i Ddnishgdh-i Tihrdn (see
under Kitabkhanah-i Markazi above) .

What is now left with the inheritors of the first owner are some
77 MSS on various subjects which have been handlisted.
Published catalogues:
1974. Nuskhah/ha-yi khatti-i SA(10 NAF1S1, by IRA] AFSHAR, NKH,
7, 1353, pp. 685-689 .

$ci1i1:l Library

Park-i Shahr, Husayniyah-i Arnir Sulayrnani
Tel.: 021-533151
Status: Endowment
Total number of Islamic MSS: 70 (Arabic and Persian) .
Conditions of access: Open to the public.
Description of collection: The majority of the MSS are on Sufism and
the significance of the collection lies in the fact that it contains some
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valuable texts on this subject. The collection has not yet been
catalogued.

Samini Collection

Status: Private
Total number ofIslamic MSS: 13 (Arabic and Persian) .
Published catalogues:
1967. Nuskhahha-yi AQA-VI SAMINl, by IRA] AFSHAR, NKH, 5,
1346, p. 111.

Sazman-i Lughat'namah-i Dihkhuda Library

Status: University library
Total number of Islamic MSS: 302 (Arabic, Persian and Turkish) .
Description of collection: The compiler of the Lughat'ndmah-i Dihkhudd,
i.e . 'ALI AKBAR DIHKHUDA, collected all the MSS of this collection.
It covers mainly the fields of Persian literature , lexicography, ethics,
'irfiin, history, medicine, etc. The majority of the MSS are Persian.
Published catalogues:
1963. Nuskhahha-yi khatti-i Sazrnan-i Lughar'namah-i DIH­
KHUDA, by MUI;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHlJH , NKH, 3, 1342 ,
Bakhsh-i Avval, pp. 1-59, Bakhsh-i Duvvum , pp. 387-426.

In Part One 197 MSS and in Part Two 105 MSS have been
described .

Vizarat-i Dara)i Library

Status: Governmental
Total number of Islamic MSS: 8 (Persian).
Description of collection: The MSS were written during the reign of
NA~IR AL-DIN SHAH Qajar and contain geographical descriptions of
various parts of Iran, with information on population, tribes etc.
Published catalogues:
1958. Fihrist-i nu skhalr'ha-yi khatti-i kitabkhanah-Pi Vizarat-i
Dara)i, by IRA] AFSHAR, FIZ, 6, 1337, pp. 5-37.
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Vizarat-i Umiir-i Kharijah Library
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Status: Governmental
Total number of Islamic MSS: 33 (1 Arabic; 32 Persian).
Description of collection: The collection contains two categories of
MSS. The first comprises documents and correspondence of the
Qajar period, in many volumes ; but the second includes a few MSS
on history , diplomatic relations with other countries, a couple of
DIvans, a couple of translations from W estern languages, a text on
philosophy and another on medicine . These have been briefly
described in the catalogue below.
Published catalogues:
1961- 62. Fihrist-i nuskhah/ha-yi khatti-i kitabkhanah-i Vizarat-i
Urniir-i Kharijah, by hAJ AFSHAR , NKH, 1, 1340 , pp. 1-7 and 2,
1341, pp. 259-267.

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 27 (Arabic , Persian and Turkish) .
Description of collection: It covers the fields of history, literature, f iqh
and Sufism.
Published catalogues:
1963. Nuskhahha-yi khatti-i Aqa-yi YAI;fVA 2UKA), by YAI;fVA
2UKA\ NKH, 3, 1342 , pp . 135 -140.

YAZD

Abu aI-Fa?;I Sa'Idi Rayhan Yazdi Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 28 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: It covers various subjects. The majority of the
MSS were copied in the 10th-13th cen tu ries AH.
Published catalogues:
1965. Kitabkhanah-i Aqa-yi Hajj ABU AL-FA~L SAcIDI RAVI;fAN
YAZDI, pp . 459 - 462 in Fihrist-i chand nuskhah-i khatti az
kitabkhanah-ha-yi shahr-i Yazd va Isfahan, by MUI;fAMMAD TAQI
DANISHPAZHUH , NKH, 1344/1965 , pp. 359-480.
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(Ali A~ghar Khujastah Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 3 (1 Arabic; 2 Persian).
Published catalogues:
1965 . Nuskhah/ha-yi Aqa-yi A~GHAR KHUJASTAH, pp. 465-466 in
the above mentioned article by M.T. DANISHPAZHUH , op . cit.

(Ali Atashi Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 400 (Arabic and Persian).
Description ofcollection: The fields ofjiqh, tafsir, philosophy, logic , his­
tory , music, astrology and belief are represented in this collection.
Published catalogues:
1974. Nuskhahha-yi Aqa-yi ATASHI, pp. 703 - 708 in Nuskhah/ha­
'I dar Yazd, by Sayyid AI;iMAD I:IUSAYNI, NKH, 7, 1353, pp.
703-713 .

(Ali (Uliimi Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: ca. 1,000 (Arabic and Persian).
Description oj collection: An important private collection which con­
tains several rare and valuable MSS and covers the fields of jiqh,
tofsir, history , linguistics, etc.

Some 631 MSS of this collection , most of them rare and precious,
have been sold to Kitabkhanah-i Markazi va Markaz-i Asnad-i
Danishgah-i Tehran .
Published catalogues: Only 81 MSS of the collection have been
described in the following catalogue:
1965. Kitabkhanah-i Aqa-yi Hajj Shaykh (ALI (ULUMI, pp.
436-450 in the above mentioned article by M.T. DANISHPAZHUH.

See also Fihrist-inuskhah'hii-yi khaui-i kitiibkhiinah-i Markazi vaMarkaz­
i Asndd-i Diinishgiih-i Tihrdn , under Tehran: Kitabkhanah-i
Markazi above .
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CAli Ri~a A~ifpur Collection
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Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 24 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The owner acquired the MSS from India.
There are 5 Qur)ans; the others are on tafsir, belief, history, litera­
ture and kaldm, The MSS are in poor condition, almost all of them
wormed .
Published catalogues:
1974. Nuskhahha-yi Aqa-yi A~IFPUR, pp. 708-711 in "Nus­
khah)ha-~dar Yazd", by Sayyid AI;:lMAD BUSAYNI, NKH, 7, 1353.

Hasan Mahmiidabadi Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 38 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection : It covers mainly the field of Shi-ite fiqii and
kaldm,

Published catalogues:
1965. Kitabkhanah-i Aqa-yi Bajj Mirza BASAN MAI;lMUDABADI,
pp . 451-458 in the above mentioned article by M .T. DANISHPAZH­
UH on the MSS collections in Yazd and Isfahan.

Javad Mudarrisi Yazdi Collection

A small private collection which contains 1 majmiiCah consisting of
8 Persian and Arabic treatises.
Published catalogues:
1965. Nuskhah-i Aqa-yi SayyidJAvAD MUDARRISI YAZDI, p. 468 in
the above mentioned article by M .T. DANISHPAZHUH.

Madrasah-i Khan-i Buzurg Library

Status: Endowment
Total number of Islamic MSS: 34 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: Most of the MSS are on fiqh and belief.
Published catalogues: 11 MSS of the collection have been catalogued in
1965. Kitabkhanah-i Madrasah-i Khan-i Buzurg, pp. 433 -434 in
the above mentioned article by M.T. DANISHPAZHUH.
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Mahmud 'Uliimi Yazdi Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 70 (Arabic and Persian).
Description ofcollection: The MSS are mainly on tafsir.fiqh, history and
philosophy.
Published catalogues:
1974. Nuskhalr'ha-yi Aqa-yi MAI;IMUO 'ULiJMIYAZOI, pp. 711- 713
in Nuskhalr'hati dar Yazd, by Sayyid AI;IMAD I:IUSAYNI, op . cit.

Muhammad 'Ali Farhang Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 9 (mostly Persian).
Published catalogues :
1965. Nuskhalr'ha-yi Aqii-yi MUI;IAMMAO 'ALI FARHANG, pp.
463 - 464 in the above mentioned article by M.T . DANISHPAZHlJH .

Muhammad Baqir 'Ajamin Collection

Status: Private
Total number of Islamic MSS: 2 (Arabic).
Description of collection: Both MSS are onfiqh .
Published catalogues:
1965. Nuskhah/ha-yi Aqii-yi MUI;IAMMAD BAQIR 'AJAMIN, p. 467 in
the above mentioned article by M .T. DANISHPAZHUH.

Saryazdi Library

Date of establishment: 1376
Status: Endowment
Total number of Islamic MSS: 275 (Arabic and Persian).
Description of collection: The collection consisted originally of the MSS
which belonged to a traditional religious scholar called I:Iajj Mirza
MUI;IAMMAD SARYAZOI, after whom the collection is named. It was
founded by Hajj Shaykh MUI;IAMMAD SAOUQI YAZOI and located in
an old traditional building called "Madrasah-i 'Abd al-Rahim
Khan". The MSS are mainly on fiqh and belief.
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Published catalogues: Only 11 MSS of the collection have been cata­
logued. See
1965. Kitabkhanah-i SARYAZDI, pp . 417 -432 in the above men­
tioned article by M .T. DANISHPAZHlJH .

Sharaf al-Din 'Ali Yazdi Collection

Status: Endowment
Total number of Islamic MSS: 4.
Description of collection : The MSS are onfiqh and kaliim ,
Published catalogues:
1965. Kitabkhanah-i SHARAF AL-DIN 'ALI Yxznl, p. 435 In the
above mentioned article by M .T. DANISHPAZHUH .

Vaziri Library

Date of establishment: 1333/1954
Status: Endowment/Public
Total number of IslamicMSS: ca. 4,000 (Arabic, Persian and Turkish).
Conditions ofaccess: Admission is usually granted on application to the
authorities of the library .
Description of collection : The collection was founded by Sayyid 'ALI
MUl;IAMMAD VAZIRI who opened his private library to the public in
1954. It was first located in Masjid-i j ami'<i Kabir-i Yazd and some
10 years later a new building was made for the library, to which the
contents were transferred.

The collection covers almost all branches of Islamic learning. It
is particularly significant for its important MSS on the local history
of the Yazd area, as well as some MSS of translations from the Qajar
period. It also contains several rare and unique MSS.

The majority of the MSS were copied in the 9th - 12th centuries
AH .
Published catalogues:
1965. Kitabkhanah-i jami'<i Kabir-i Yazd, pp. 360-416 in Fihrist­
i chand nuskhah-i khan! az kitabkhanah-ha-yi shahr-i Yazd va
Isfahan, by MUl;IAMMAD TAQI DANISHPAZHUH, NKH, 4, 1344, pp.
359-480.

1971-79. Fihrist-i nuskhahihd-yi khaui-i kitdbkhanah-i Vaziri-i Yazd.
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By MUI;lAMMAD SHIRVANI. Tehran, 1350- 58 . 5 vols. 2010pp.
The details given include: serial number, title, language, subject,

date of compilation , some details of the content of each MS . and of
the life and works of the author, beginning and ending, sample facsi­
miles, style of script , date of copying, name of scribe, headings and
illuminations, patterns of seals, name of previous owner, marginal
notes , number of leaves, number of lines, cover and binding, type
of paper, dimensions , indexes of authors and titles. (NB : Indexes of
Vol. IV and V have been put together at the end of Vol. V .)

Total number of MSS which have been described in all five
volumes amounts to 3,950.

ZAHIDAN

Amir Tavakkul Kambiiziyan Kurd Za'franhi Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: 5 (Persian).
Description of collection: The MSS are on history, astrology and
philosophy .
Published catalogues:
1967. Nuskhalr'ha-yi Arnir TAVAKKUL KAMBUZIYAN KURD GHUFR­
ANLU, pp . 112 - 113 in Sf va chahar nuskhah az chand majmiriah-i
khusiisi, by IRA] AFSHAR, NKH, 5,1346, pp. 111-131.

ZAN]AN

Muhammad clzz aI-Din Husayni Musavi Collection

Status: Private
Total number oj Islamic MSS: ca. 300 (Arabic and Persian).
Description oj collection: The collection covers mainly the fields ofjiqh,
logic, kaliim and philosophy.

It contains some valuable MSS. The collection has been cata­
logued in part only.
Publishedcatalogues:
1977. Makhtiitat maktabat Imam ]umCah fi ' l-Zanjan , by AI;IMAD
I:IUSAYNI ISHKAVARI, Dalil al-Makhtutiit (Qum) , 1, 1397, pp. 88­
170.
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Afshar, Iraj. Kitdbshinasi-i fihristhd-yi nuskhahlhii-yi khaui-i fdrsi dar
kitdbkhdnahihii-yi dunyd, Bibliographie des cataloguesdes manuscritspersons,
Tehran: University of Tehran, 1958. 3 + 88pp .

Afshar, Iraj. Fihrist-i maqdldt-i iranshinasl dar zabdn-i 'ArabI. Tehran:
Anjuman-i Kirab, 2536/1977. 96pp.

Nusakh-i khatti, khaza'in-i kitab va nuskhah/ha, pp . 15-19.

Afshar, Iraj. Fihrist-i maqdldt-ifiirsi dar zaminah-i tahqiqdt-i iranl . 4.
Tehran, 1369/1990. 114 + 697pp.

Nuskhahha-yi khatti, pp. 36-49.

'Awwad, Kurkis. Fahiiris al-makhtiudt al-iarabiyafi 'l-' alam. Kuwait:
Maihad al-Makhtirtat al-'Arabiya, 1984.

Iran is dealt with in Vol. I, pp. 179 - 230 .

Huisman, A.J. W. Les manuscnts arabes dans le monde: une bibliographie
des catalogues. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1967. 84pp .

Section on Iran, pp. 39-43.

Mikhallova, I. B. and Khalidov, A. B. Bibliografiya arabskikh rukopisei.
Moscow: Nauka, 1982. 302pp.

Section on Iran, pp . 124-152 .

Sezgin , Fuat. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Leiden : E.]. Brill ,
1967 - . 9 vols ., in progress .

The bibliographi cal details on catalogues related to Iran are given
in the following volumes:

Band I , pp . 729-733 , Band III , pp . 399 - 405, Band V , pp .
452 -454, Band VI , pp. 371- 384 and Band VIII , p. 304.

Storey, C .A. Persian literature: a bio-bibliographical survey. London ,
1927-.3 vols . , in progress .
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Albanian 13
Azeri 3, 9, 43, 45

Baluchi 352
Barnum 145, 146
Bengali 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65
Berber 253, 275, 285, 290, 295
Bosnian/Serbo-Croatian 90,95,96,97,

103, 108, 160, 162, 176

Chaghatay 3,9,32,43,150,181,311,
312

Dagbane 371

Fulbe 145

Gbanyito 371
Gonja 371
Greek 381

Hausa 370,371
Hindi 400, 422, 427

Javanese 445 , 448, 451

Kashmiri 280
Kurdish 37, 38, 275, 290, 320 , 325,

338 ,339,340,352 ,515 ,535

Malagasy 251,269 ,275,278, 280, 290,
296, 297, 300

Malay 31, 74,75,76, 117, 118, 180,
185, 193, 194, 195, 196, 269, 275,
277, 278, 280, 285, 286, 287, 295 ,
300, 303, 320, 338, 339, 349, 389,
445,447 ,448,449,450,451 ,452

Minangkabau 451

Pashto 3,4,5, 7,8,275,290,352,400,
402, 407, 423, 432, 435

Punjabi 275 , 280, 284, 400, 402

Serbo-Croatian/Bosnian 90, 95, 96, 97,
103, 108, 160, 162, 176

Sindhi 275, 280, 284, 352, 400, 402
Sundanese 445

Tatar 356, 357
Tidorese 452

Uighur 32
Urdu 3, 31, 33, 54, 59, 60 , 61, 62, 63,

64,65 ,150,181 , 194, 195, 255, 256,
269, 275, 280, 284, 285, 286, 287,
290, 303, 305, 318, 320, 330, 331,
338 , 339, 345, 348, 349, 352, 353,
356, 399, 400, 401, 402, 403, 405,
407,409,410,411 ,412 ,416,417 ,
418, 419, 420, 421, 422, 423, 424,
425, 426, 427, 428, 430, 431, 432,
434,435,439,441,480,497 , 515

Uzbek 9, 43
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Aba Husayn , ' Ali 'Abd al-Rahrnan
51, 52, 53, 55

'Abbas Quli Khan 489
'Abbas , Shah 517
'Abd al-'Aziz, Shah 59
'Abd al-Badi", LUlli 219
'Abd al-Basit b . Muhammad ibn

Raslan 231
'Abd al-Ghani al -Nablusi 231
'Abd al-Hakirn ibn Shams al-Din al-

Hindi al-Siyalkiiti 78
'Abd al-Harnid Mawlavi 480
'Abd al-Hayy 59
'Abd al-Masih , Yassa 202
'Abd al-Mutallib, Muhammad Rashad

229
'Abd al-Qadir 403
'Abd al-Qadir Mushtari Najrabi 7
'Abd al-Ra-uf of Singkel 446 , 450
'Abd al-Razzaq Kitabchi Isfahani 494
'Abd al-Shahid, Samiha 211,212
'Abd al-Tawwab, 'Abd al-Rahrnan

223, 227 , 232 , 234
'Abd al-Wasih, Shaykh 60
'Abduh , Muhammad 212, 522
Abdiilaziz Efendi , Karaceleb i-zad e 378
Abdul Ghafur 428
'Abdull)amid , Maulawi 408
Abdul Majeed , Maulavi 407
Abdul-Muqtadir 64 , 437, 440
Abdul-Rahman, Malam Ibrahim 369
Abdul Samad of Palembang 446
Abdul Wahab, Sheikh 445
Abdus Salam Khan 425
Abel , Armand 74, 75, 334
Abgaryan, G. V . 19
Abhari , Asir al-Din al-Mufaddal 'Umar

al- 74, 440
Abu 'Ali, Ahmad 206
Abu 'Ali al-Farisi al-Nahwi 206
Abu al-Fazl Sa'Idi Rayhan Yazdi 545
Abu ' l-Fida? 38
Abu ' l-Fu tuh , J alal 230
Abu Hafs 'Umar Najm al-Din 204
Abu H ayba , ' Izzat Yasin 202
Abuladze , Ts . A. 312

Abu 'J-Mahasin ibn Abi 'I-Najib ibn
Nasr 209

Abu Nahla, Ahmad b. 'Abd al-Majid
217

Abu al-Riza 478
Abu Tarnmarn 204
Abu 'Ubayd al-Hirawi 422
Adrian, Johann Valentino 337
Aflatim 77
Afshar, Iraj 157, 159, 161, 251 , 284,

458 , 464 , 470 , 473 , 476, 478, 480 ,
513,514,515 ,517,520,521 ,526,
529, 531, 532, 539, 542, 543, 544 ,
545 ,550

Afshar Shirazi, Ahmad 514
Afzali, Muhammad A'~am 6
Ahlwardt , Wilhelm 320, 322 , 323, 326
Ahmad, Kamaluddin 64,437
Ahmad , Nazir 8 , 397, 435, 437
Ahmad Khan , Aftab 425
Ahmad Khan, Syed 425
Ahmad-Rahman 60
Ahmed, Munir 410
Ahmed Aga, Hafiz 382 , 383
'Ajamin , Muhammad Baqir 548
Aksan , V . 149
Akyiiz , Kenan 283
'Alawi, Wajih al-Din 417
Albrecht , Duke 351
Ali , Mir Karamath 402
Ali , Mirza Ashraf 436 , 437
'Ali, Ni'mat Khan 410
Ali , S. A. 411
'Ali, al-Sayyid 15, 16
Ali, Zahir 436
'Ali ibn Abi TiiJib, Imam 106, 465
'Ali ibn Isa 224
'Ali Kh an Basha, Qadar 424­
Ali Kh an , Mohammad 422
Ali Khan , Nawab Yusuf 405
Ali Khan, Saulat 434
Ali Kh an, Shaukat 423
Ali Khan Bahadur , Raza 432
Ali Khan Bahadur, S. Kalbi 432
'Ali Nura)i 460
Ali Pasha of T cbelen 380
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'Ali Yazdi, Sharaf ai-Din 549
Allen Paton, Lucy 380
Amar, E. 279
Ambary, Hasan Muarif 452
'Amili, Baha? al-Din al- 431
Arnin, Husayn 342
Amini, Fakhr al-Din Na~iri 523, 524­
Amini, Muhammad Hadi al- 511
Amull, Abu al-Hasan Pishnarnaz 463
Amuli, 'Izz al-Din 470
Anawati (Qanawati), G . C . 460
Andalusi, 'Ali al- 401
Andre, Edouard 293
Ansari, 'Abd Allah 433
Ansarl, Hasan Jabiri 473
Ansari, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn

Abi Bakr ibn Farah al-Khazaji aI­
Qurtubi al- 77

Ansari, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
'Umar al- 411

Ansari, Muhammad al-Ramli al- 220
Anvar, 'Abd Allah 537 , 538
Anvarf, Baha? ai-Din 'Ilmi 534, 535
Anvari, Qasim 15,514
Apor-Szeidovitz, E. 391
'Arab, Mansur 470
'Arabzadah, Muhammad Najaff 471
'Araqi, Mujtaba 495
Archinard, L. 276, 282, 284, 287
Ardabili, $aff aI-Din 464
Ardakani, Haybat Allah Afkhami 523
Ardalan , 'Ali 483
Arnold, August 342
Aro, Jussi 24-5
Arshi, lmtiyaz Ali 433
Artemidorus 379
Asaf 62
Asgharzadah , 'All Asghar 480, 481
Ashraf, Muhammad 406
A~ifpur, 'Ali Ri?;a 547
Asir al-Din al-Mufaddal ibn 'Umar al-

Abhari 74,440
Asselin, d ' 290
Astarabadi, Rac.li aI-Din al- 210
Atabay , Badri 519, 520
Atashi, 'Ali 546
Athar Shir 409
'Aliff, Hasan 479
'Atiya, 'Aziz Siiriyal 225 , 226
'Attabi, al- 105
Attar, Farid al-Din 61, 379
Atti e Attie , Bachir 284

Aul, Josef 185, 186
Aumer, Joseph 353
'Ayni, Duktiir 505
Azad, Abul Kalam 409
Azeez Pasha, M. 399, 403
Azhari, Muhammad al-Arnir aI- 204
Aziz Pasha, M. 399, 403
A~ka)i, Parviz 462, 465, 466, 467, 469,

472, 502

Baba, Muhammad Zuhayr aI- 286,
287, 288

Bacque-Grarnmont, J.-L. 251
Badl'I, Rabf 522
Badil, Ibadullah 62
Badr, Jamal al-Dtn 227
Baghdadi, Abu Ja'far Muhammad al-

430
Bahar, Muhammad Taqi 530
Bahura, G. N. 421
Baillie, J. 435
Bajraktarevic, Sulejman 158, 159, 161
Bakhsh, Maulvi Khuda 407, 408
Bakhsh, Maulvi Muhammad 407
Bakhshi, Malik 275
Balic, Smail 90
Balkhi, Jaliil ai-Din Muhammad 473
Balty-Guesdon, M.-G. 288
Bani Sadr, Nasr Allah 471
Baqirzadah 517
Baqli, Riizbahan 509
Barack, K. A. 333
Barani, Kitabfuriishl 523
Bartol'd , V . V. 43,44,214
Basagic, Savfet Beg 177
Bastanl Rad , Hasan 'All 523
Batalyawsi, 'Abd Allah al- 430
Bauden, Fr. 73, 75, 77, 78
Bauwens, Jan 73, 75
Bayani,Mahdi461,518,528 ,529,537,

542
Bayat , 'Abd al-Husayn 463, 464, 515
Baydawi, al- 74-
Bayley, C . 435
Behrend, T. E. 445
Bejtic, Alija 93 , 100
Beldiceanu, N. 284
Belin, M. 277
Berenbach, J . 345
Berg , J. P. 329
Berg, L. W. C. van den 451
Berlinghof, Regine 351
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Bertele-Grenadenberg, Hans 28
Berthier, A. 252, 276, 286
Beyerly, E. 90, 157
Bezzel, Irmgard 352
Bhatt, G. R. 415
Bidpii.'i 231, 275
Bihari, Muhibb Allah 59
Bihniya, 'Abbas 477,478
Bihriizi, 'Ali Naqi 504, 509
Bill, Eugen 30, 31
Binish, Taqi 462,481,485
Bioud, Abdelghani Ahmed 294
Birkawi 79
Birke, Veronika 29
Birnbaum, Eleazar 3, 9, 44, 91, 102,

104, 106, 149, 150, 161, 211, 216,
322

Biriini, al- 425
Blanc, Edouard 296
Blaskovic, Jozef 176, 177
Blieske, D. 360
Blochet, E. 278, 279, 280, 281, 289
Boilean, Henry 435
Borecky, Milos 183
Boskov, Vance 92,94,95,97, 108
Bosnawi, Sudi al- 104
Bothmer, H.-C. Grafvon 328
Bourgeois, M. L. 302
Bouvat, L. 281
Boyo, Osmanu Eshaka 372
Bozic, Bozldar 158
Brambach , Wilhelm 347
Brassinne, J . 78
Bredehorn , Uwe 351
Brelvi, S. A. 418
Brenner, L. 287
Brockelmann, Carl 343
Bru ckler , Theodor 29
Bukhari , Abdul Wah ab 424
Bukhari, 'A la) al-Munajjirn al- 419
Bukhari, Husarn ai-Din al- 209
Bukh ari, Mahmird al-H usni al-Shatari

al- 446
Bukh ari, Muhammad ibn Isma'n al-

64 , 74,493
Burchardt, H. 324
Burg gralT, P. 78
Burmester, O . H . E. 219
Burna, Qasim 471
Burs awi , Ya'qub al- 222
Bushati , Kara-Mahrnut Pasha 15
Bushati , Mustafa Pasha 15
Bii~iri, al- 74, 80

Bustani, Wadi al- 410
Butzmann, Hans 362

Cabaton , A. 280
Caprotri , G . 352
Cardonne, M. 289
Cassart 80
Ceman, Mustafa 107
Chabot 80
Chambert-Loir, Henri 446
Chandrasekharan , T. 424, 425
Charandabadi, Va'iz 513
Chauvin , V . 77
Chishti, Muhammad 414
Chowdhury , Sri Monindra Mohan 65
Christensen , Arthur 195, 196
Clark, Kenneth W. 225
Clemen, Otto 363
Colas , G. 287
Coppens, Chris 79
Corbin, Henry 282
Coslovi, F. 294
Csillik , Barthelemy (Bartholomew) 281
Czerny, Albin 29

Daghistani, 'Ali l;Iilmi al- 213
Dahdah, Rochaid M . 324
Da'i al-I slarn , Muhammad 'Ali 524
Daiber, H . 398, 399, 402 , 403, 405,

407 , 412, 422, 423, 427, 429, 430 ,
431 ,433

Damamini, Muhammad al- 404
Damghani 466
Danishpazhiih, Muhammad Taqi 3,

45,285,311 ,312, 313,468-479,485,
491, 493, 496, 498, 499, 501-509,
511,512,515,516, 517,520,521,
523, 524 , 525, 528, 529, 458, 460­
463, 465 , 466, 467, 529, 531 , 532,
534, 535, 539, 540, 542-549

Danon , A. 294
Dara Shikiih 429, 440
Darell , H . A. 435
Dargent, Mlle 77, 78
Darwish 'Ali 13
De Sacy, A. S. 277
Deckert , Helmut 333
Decourdemanche, J . A. 279, 280
Dehlavi, J alib 412
Delandine, Antoine F. 268
Delisle , L. 275
Dclitzsch , F. 349
Delmerick, J . 435
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Deloncle, M . F. 278
Derenbourg, H . 279, 289
Deroche, F. 287
Des Granges, Comtesse Alix 277
Dhabhar, E. B. N. 414,417 ,418
Dibaji, Ibrahim 522
Dihgan , Ibrahim 464
Dihghan, Amir Sasan 472
Dihkhuda, cAli Akbar 544
Dihlavi, Hasan 379
Dihlawi, cAbd Allah ibn cAbd ai-Karim

al- 209
Distelberger, Rudolf 29
Divshali, Soheila 326
Djamil, Junus 447
Djurdjev, B. 89
Dobraca, Kasim 100, 101
Doddam, S. 435
Dorn, B. 330
Dressler, Fridolin 320
Drewes, G . W . J . 451
Duda, Dorothea 34, 35
Dujcev (Duichev), Ivan 126, 127
Duka, E. 14
Duncker Gokcen , T. 328
Dunlop Gibson , Margaret 224
Durdik, Pavel 180
Dvorak, Rudolf 180, 185
Dzhurova, A. 127

Ebert, Fridericus Adolphus 361
Eilers, Wilhelm 325
Ejubovic, Mustafa (Shaykh Yuyo) 96,

101, 104, 162
Elkhadem, Hosam 75
Emin, Abdullatif 16
Erdmann, Jiirgen 330

FaQil, Mustafa 212
Faizullah Khan Bahadur 432
Fajic , Zejnil 101, 102
Fakhr ai-Din Nasiri Amini 523, 524
rsn, Aqa 509
Fank, Pius 38
Fansuri, Hamzah 447
Faqiri, Muhammad Sadiq 509
Farhang, Muhammad cAli 548
Farid, cAbd al-Wahhab 501
Faridiin Mirza 6
Faris! al-Nahwi, Abii cAli aI- 206
Farrnanfarma, Majid Firiiz Nasir al-

Dawlah 530
Farmanfarma/iyan, Hafiz 520

Farmer, Henry George 216,318,398
Farooqi , Abu Yusuf Ahmad Mohiyad-

Din Husain 400
Farvardin 505
Farzanahpiir. Ghularnriza 529
Fasi, Muhammad al- 519
Fayyad, cAbd Allah al- 339 , 462, 484
Fayyaz, cAli Akbar 515
Fayzl, Mustafa 523
Fa?;a'il, Bahr 465, 466
Fa?;il, Mahrniid 486, 487, 488, 489,

490, 491
Fazle Kabir, A. M . 436
Fazlul-Matin Sahib 422
Feer, L. 278
Feistel, Hartrnut-Ortwin 317, 318, 322
Fenyo, Ivan 28
Ferguson, D . E. 371
Ferrand, G . 278
Fethi Pasa 382
Fiess, J . 78
Fikrat, Muhammad A~if 485, 486
Firdawsi 13, 79, 159, 542
Firiiz, Husayn 522
Firiiz Shah Tughluq 408, 426
Fischer, Hans 320
Fischer, Irmgard 338
Fischer, Klaus 404
Fischer, Maximilian 27
Fleischer, H. O. 333, 349, 361
Flemming, Barbara 325, 328
Fliege, Jutta 332, 342
Fluegel, G. see Fliigel
Fliigel, Gustav 32, 33, 90, 201, 277,

382,383,
Fodor, Alexander 390
Forbes, E. 382
Francis, W. W. 152
Frank, Othmar 352
Freytag, E.-M. 321
Friederich, R. 451
Friedrich, Cardinal 178
Frodl-Kraft, Eva 28, 29
Fiirstenberg, Karl Egon Graf von 178
Fuad, Kamal 325
Fu'ad Sayyid 215, 216, 219
Furiizanfar, Bad!' al-Zaman 523
Furiizanrnihr 472
Fyzee, A. A. A. 416, 418, 419

Gabrieli, Giuseppe 383
Gacek, Adam 150
Gachet, C. 258
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Gafar, Mohidou A. 85
Galand-Pernet , P . 285
Galenos (Jiilinus) 288
Gallier, E. 279
Garakani, cAbd al-cA~im Kh an Qarib

540
Garcin de Tassy 277
Gazic, Lejla 90, 99, 103, 105
Gennadios, Ioannes (Gennadius,John)

379
George, Dieter 317, 318,322
Ghaffiiri, Hasan CAli" 520, 522, 526
Ghali , Nouredd ine 276 , 287
Gharawi , Mehdi 417
Ghause, Muhammad 399
Gh azali, Abu Hamid al- 209
Ghiizi Beg Mujrim 62
Gheyn, J. van der 74
Ghorim, Sh . A. Khan 411, 426
Ghouse, M . 404
Ghulamriza", Muhammad 516
G ibson, Margaret Dunlop 224
Gildemeister, Johannes 329
G irardet , N. 445
Gironcourt , G . de 292
Glaser, E. 352 , 353
Goeseke, Gudrun 342
Go ethe, J. W. von 360
Gold zihe r , Ignacz 389, 392
Gopam awi, Tajammul-Hussain 424
Goriawala , M. 419
Gotz, Manfred 325, 326, 328
Graf, Georg 202
Grandidie r, G. 273, 274
Grandjcan , M . 78
Gratzl , Emil 353
Grillnberger, Otto 39
Grivcau , R. 280
Griinbold , G. 352
Grunert , Max 36
Grupp, G . 344
Gsell, Benedi ct 31
Gulchin Ma'ani, Ahmad 458, 462, 464,

483 , 484 , 531
Gulpiiygiini, Ayat Alliih 494
Gupta , B. M. 408
Gurgiin, Sha hrdari 522
Gusic, Sejdalija 103
Gvaramiya , R. V. 312, 313

Habibullah , A. B. M . 63
Habibu r Rahman Kh an Sherwan i 425
Hadler , Paul 340

Hadfibajric, Fejzulah 101
Hiifi~, Shams aI-Din Muhammad 6,

101,382 , 383, 401, 468
Hafiz Ahmed Aga 382, 383
l:lii'iri , cAbd al-Husayn 458, 530, 531,

532, 533
H ii'iri, Sami 501
Ha' iri, Tabasi 500
Hajdarovic, Rasih 102, 103
Halabi, Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn

Ibrahim al- 13, 15, 233
Halbout du Tanney, D. 286, 293
Halen, Harr y 243, 244
Halil Pasa, Ser if 125, 142
Halilovic, Ahmed 92, 163
Halim Pasha , Ibrahim 212, 217, 218
Halrn , K. 353
Hamarneh , Sam i Khalaf 216
Hamid, Ism ail 119
Hamid Allah , Muhammad 276
Hammer , J . von 32
Hamrnirdi, Hadi Hasan 288
Hamrah, Ri?;a 471, 472
Hamza Pansuri (Fansuri) 447
H andsic, Mchmed 100, 102, 161
Haneberg, D. B. 319
H ariri , al- 275, 372
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Hartmann , Martin 323, 324, 350
Ha san , l:liijj 489, 490
Hasan , S. M. 441
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Hasan-i Dihlavi 379
Hashirni , Muhammad Sadr 460
Hash irni , Nasir al-Din 402, 405
Hashirni, Nur aI-Din Husayni 505, 506
Hashimi, Sadr 475, 476
Hashmi, Nasiruddin 402, 405
Hasler , J. 1. 408
Hassan , Alhaj Yusif Yacub 370
Hassan , Hamdan 445, 446, 447
Hasymi, Ali 445
Hathi Babu Sahib 422
Hatim al-T a'i 59
Hatimi, al- 221
Haupt , Rudolf 324
Haydari, Siddiqah 472
Heffen ing, W. 79
Heinemann , Otto von 362
He inz , Wilhelm 325
Hejnova, Miroslava 183
Henney, T . 435
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Hila! al-Sabi 209
Hilmi, Ibrahim 210
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Hodgkin , Thomas 372
Hodzic , Nermina 108
Hoghoughi, Ascar 302
Holden , J . J. 372
Holter, Kurt 28, 29, 34
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Hopf, Wilhelm 347
Horecky , P. 90, 157
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Huber, A. 302
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