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Preface

While pursuing my PhD at the Iranian Institute of Philosophy in Tehran, I
extensively studied the theories of motion in Aristotle, Philoponus, Avicenna,
and Buridan. During this period, I came across a mention of LawkarT’s natu-
ral philosophy in one of Shlomo Pines’ writings, which captured my interest. I
discovered that the natural philosophy part of LawkarT’s voluminous abstract
of (mostly) Avicennan philosophy, the Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-sidg, had
remained unedited to this day. Lawkari is generally believed to be a second-
generation student of Avicenna through the latter’s most talented student, Bah-
manyar b. Marzban. Besides, Lawkarl is credited with the spread of Avicennan
philosophy in Khorasan. These two considerations are reason enough to war-
rant the publication of whatever philosophical work of his that remains.

My primary focus in academia being the history of natural philosophy, I
decided to prepare an edition of the entirety of the natural philosophy section
of the Bayan al-haqq. Since 2012, I have been dedicating intermittent efforts
to this task, balancing it alongside my manifold academic responsibilities and
projects at the Institute. A draft version of the edition is now available. How-
ever, I cannot predict how long it will take to finalise the entire text, spanning
over 700 pages. This being the case, I decided to publish a first instalment, so
to speak, covering the Physics (called Sam‘al-kiyan by Lawkart, an early render-
ing of Aristotle's Phusiké akroasis, later mostly referred to as al-Sama“al-tabit)!
and the De caelo (al-Sama’ wal-‘alam), which constitute natural philosophy’s
first two books. In this way, my readers will already have about one-third of the
text available, enabling them to assess to what extent these two books repro-
duce the core of Avicenna’s thought, whether or not Lawkari introduced any
new ideas and, if so, whether these ideas stemmed from himself or were per-
haps adopted by him from others.

In all the years I have been working on this project, I have enjoyed the
unremitting support of Joep Lameer from The Netherlands, my mentor and
long-time friend. Joep spent a significant amount of his valuable time read-
ing and correcting my drafts, always offering advice, particularly on codicology,
Middle Arabic, and the structure and content of the Introduction, overseeing
its English redaction. Additionally, he dedicated his time to converting the edi-
tion’s Word file into a presentable format using Classical Text Editor. Hence, it
is no exaggeration to say that over the years, Joep evolved from being an inter-

1 A. Lammer, Elements of Avicenna’s Physics, 12—15, 35, 38.
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ested sounding board into a distant collaborator. My heartfelt thanks go to him,
without whom the present volume might never have seen the light.

Besides Joep Lameer, numerous individuals have contributed significantly
to the development of this book over the past decade, directly related to its
central theme or through general discussions and conversations or sharing
material with me. I am deeply indebted to every one of them and would like
to express my sincere gratitude towards them. I want to acknowledge the fol-
lowing individuals in no particular order: Hossein Masoumi Hamedani, Jules
Janssens, Marwan Rashed, Sajjad Nikfahm-Khubravan, Hanif Amin Beidokhti,
Qais Qudah, Jan Just Witkam, Jari Kaukua, Michael Chase, Roxanne Marcotte,
Meryem Sebti, Teymour Morel, Marie-Geneviéve Guesdon, Mahmoud Yosef-
sani, Jan Hogendijk, and the late Janis Eshots.

I am also grateful to my colleagues and friends with whom I have had numer-
ous discussions and conversations over the past years regarding Avicenna’s
philosophy and school, either through emails or in person. These include Gho-
lamhossein Ibrahimi Dinani, Dimitri Gutas, Hans Thijssen, Frans de Haas,
Andreas Lammer, Richard Sorabji, Amos Bertolacci, Mohammad Azadpur,
Mohammadhossein Heshmatpour, the late Robert Sharples, the late Edward
Booth and others, whom I should also like to thank.

I would also like to acknowledge the support and assistance of various
institutions and centres, including the Iranian Institute of Philosophy and its
directors, Tehran University Central Library, the Central Library of Astan Quds
Razavi, the Bibliothéque Nationale de France, the British Library and Leiden
University Library. Their resources and facilities have been invaluable in com-
pleting this book.

What is a manuscript, however good it may be, without a publisher? I would,
therefore, like to thank Maurits van den Boogert of Brill Publishers for propos-
ing to publish the present edition in the invaluable series Islamic Philoso-
phy, Theology and Science. Texts and Studies, founded by the late and highly
esteemed Hans Daiber.

Lastly, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to my wife, Effat, and
my children, Soheil and Sara, for their unwavering support and understanding
throughout this intellectual journey. Their patience and encouragement have
been a constant source of motivation for me to complete this book. I am gen-
uinely grateful for their love and sacrifices, as they have been eagerly awaiting
and counting down the day of its publication.

Mohammad Javad Esmaeili
Iranian Institute of Philosophy, Tehran
4 Bahman 1403 sh—23 January 2025



Introduction

1 Lawkari, a Promoter of Avicennan Philosophy in Khorasan*

Hailing from a prominent family from the town of Lawkar in the province of
Merv in Khorasan,! the philosopher, astronomer, mathematician and man of
letters Abu 'l-‘Abbas al-Fadl b. Muhammad al-Lawkari (d. after 503/1109)? is
generally regarded as a second-generation student of Avicenna (d. 428/1037)3
through the latter’s most talented student, Bahmanyar b. Marzban (d. 458/
1066).4

A member of the elite of the province of Merv,> Lawkarl was a contemporary
of the famous scientist, philosopher and poet ‘Umar al-Khayyam (d. ca. 517/1123,
Nishapur).6 Like Khayyam, Lawkari took an interest in writing poetry, even if

Full bibliographical details on publications mentioned in the footnotes are given in the Bib-

liography at the end.

1 When Yaqut al-Rami (d. 626/1229) visited Lawkar in 616/1219-1220, the town was already
destroyed. See Yaqut, Mujjam al-buldan, art. ‘Lawkar’.

2 Abu 'l-Hasan al-Bayhagqi, Tatimmat siwan al-hikma, 120.9-122.2, with M. Meyerhof, “Ali al-
Bayhaqr's Tatimmat Siwan al-Hikma: A Biographical Work on Learned Men of the Islam,
176—177; F. Griffel, ‘al-Lawkari, Aba 1-‘Abbas’; M.J. Esmaeili, ‘Abu ’1-‘Abbas Lawkar?’; Ahmed H.
al-Rahim, The Creation of Philosophical Tradition, 61-64; R. Marcotte, ‘Preliminary Notes on
the Life and Works of Abt al-‘Abbas al-Lawkari (d. ca. 517/1123)), 133-157.

3 For a general introduction to Avicenna, see D. Gutas, ‘AVICENNA ii. Biography' For greater
detail, see also: Gutas, Avicenna and the Aristotelian Tradition; U. Rudolph and P. Adamson
(eds.), Philosophy in the Islamic World vol. 2., ch. 1, 37-286 (with contributions by Dimitri
Gutas, Amos Bertolacci, Jon McGinnis, Tony Street, Johannes Thomann and Renate Wiirsch).

4 On Bahmanyar, see H. Daiber, ‘Bahmanyar, Kia’; M. Qara’i Garakani, ‘Bahmanyar b. Marzban'’;
H. Sayyid ‘Arab, ‘Bahmanyar b. Marzban’; Ahmed H. al-Rahim, ‘Bahmanyar b. al-Marzuban’;
idem, The Creation of Philosophical Tradition, 17-19, 49—54. Rahim doubts the commonly
accepted death date of 458/1066, on which see note 87 below. Bahmanyar’s most important
surviving work is his Kitab al-Tahsil, containing what must be the first personalised insider’s
account of Avicenna’s philosophy. On the teacher-student relation between him and Lawkari
in the sources, see al-Bayhagqi, Tatimma, 120.10 (Meyerhof, op.cit., 176) and below, Section 5,
p. 221f.

5 Bayhagqi, op. cit., 120.12—-121.1: ‘Wa-kana min arbab al-buyutat bi-kirat Marw’ (‘he belonged to
the top families in the district of Merv’). Meyerhof, op. cit. 176 translates ‘min arbab al-buyutat’
as ‘a proprietor of houses’ See also F. Griffel, The Formation of Post-Classical Philosophy in
Islam, 185; idem, ‘Continuing Ibn Sina’s Tradition: Aba I-Abbas al-LawkarT, 307.

6 Bayhagqi, op. cit, 112.1-117.4 (Meyerhof, “Ali al-Bayhaqt’s ...}, 172—174); Ch.-H. de Fouchécour and

B.A. Rosenfeld, “Umar Khayyam’; H. Ma‘sim1 Hamadani, ‘Khayyam’; idem, ‘Khayyam, Omar

i. Life’. For a more comp;ehensive study, see Mehdi Aminrazavi, The Wine of Wisdom. There

is discussion about whether his real name was (al-)Khayyami rather than (al-)Khayyam and

whether he was identical to (al-)Khayyam the poet or not. Here, it was decided to follow the

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL BV, LEIDEN, 2025 DOI:10.1163/9789004725485_002



2 INTRODUCTION

what has remained of it is of lesser quality. Some believe that Khayyam was
another student of Bahmanyar, but there is a real possibility that it was Lawkari
and not Bahmanyar who introduced him to Avicenna’s philosophy.”

In his detailed portrait of Lawkari, his life, works, teachings, time and the
immediate aftermath,® Frank Griffel plausibly suggests that Lawkari must have
left Khorasan in his youth to study Avicennan philosophy in western Iran, prob-
ably under the guidance of Bahmanyar. Having completed his studies, he must
eventually have returned to Merv, where he took up teaching, which he contin-
ued until the end of his life.> Working outside Merv’s religious establishment,
its madrasas and the local Nizamiyya, Griffel thinks that Lawkarl may have
taught in one of Merv’s many public libraries, established his own ‘school®
or was ‘part of a group of scholars or a court (majlis).!

According to the historian and biographer Abu 'l-Hasan al-Bayhagqi (d. 565/
1169-1170), it was thanks to Lawkarl that philosophy (Bayhaqt: ‘wlum al-hikma,
in this case: Avicennan philosophy) could spread in Khorasan at the time;!2 this
might well be true. Among his direct students, some of whom became philoso-
phers in their own right while others found their way into other professions (as
judges, physicians, scientists, and the like), Bayhaqi mentions the following:

1) Majd al-Din As‘ad al-Mihani of Mihanah in Khorasan, who later lectured
at the Nizamiyya in Baghdad (d. 513/118, in Hamadan).!3

common view according to which the scientist and the poet ‘Umar al-Khayyam are one
and the same person. On this matter, see Ma‘simi Hamadani, ‘Khayyam,' 306a, and also
F. de Blois, Persian Literature—A Bio-Bibliographical Survey. Volume v, 219 § 220.

7 Mehdi Aminrazavi, The Wine of Wisdom (19-20), believes that Khayyam and Bahmanyar
could have met in Isfahan. Khayyam was born in 439/1048, while Bahmanyar died around
458/1066. Even if theoretically possible, a teacher-student relationship remains unsure.
On the other hand, according to de Fouchécour (“Umar Khayyam'), Khayyam’s earliest
recorded visit to Isfahan was in 467/1074 to contribute to the reformation of the calendar
organised by Malik Shah (r. 465-485/1072—1092). Lawkari was one of his colleagues there
for the time of completion of the necessary observations (‘Abbas Igbal, ‘Raji‘ bih ahwal-i
‘Umar Khayyam-i NayshabauT, 467-468). This may have given Khayyam all the opportu-
nity he needed to engage with Avicenna’s philosophy.

8 F. Griffel, ‘Continuing Ibn Sina’s Tradition: Abti 1-‘Abbas al-Lawkar?’; see also idem, The
Formation of Post-Classical Philosophy in Islam, 183—190; idem, Apostasie und Toleranz im
Islam, 341—358.

9 Griffel, ‘Continuing Ibn Sina’s Tradition ..., 307.

10  Griffel, The Formation of Post-Classical Philosophy in Islam, 184 and 38.

11 Griffel, ‘Continuing Ibn Sina’s Tradition ..., 307.

12 Bayhaqi, Tatimmat Siwan al-hikma, 120.10-11 (Meyerhof, “Ali al-Bayhaqi’s Tatimmat Siwan
al-Hikma ..., 176).

13 Bayhaqi, Tatimma, 136.8ff. (Meyerhof, “Ali al-Bayhaqf’s ...}, 185).
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Muhammad b. Abi Tahir al-Tabasi al-Marw[az]1 (d. 539/1135, in Sarakhs),
Bayhagqr'’s teacher in philosophy.1#

‘Ayn al-Zaman al-Hasan al-Qattan al-Marwazi (d. 548/1153-1154), an as-
tronomer, physician, legal scholar, and man of letters.!>

Majd al-Afadil ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Turki (of Bukhara, fl. ca early 6th/12th c.),
a judge and teacher of arithmetic and medicine.!

The notion that Lawkari was the driving force behind spreading Avicenna’s phi-

losophy in Khorasan does not mean that besides Lawkari, no one taught or

studied it there in his time or shortly after other than through him. Because

there were others, but they had a different agenda. By way of illustrative exam-
ple, one could mention Abu 'I-Ma‘ali ‘Abd al-Malik al-Juwayni (‘Imam al-Hara-
mayn, 419-478/1028-108s5). This Ash‘arite theologian, the first head of the Niza-
miyya in Nishapur, had spent several years in Baghdad in his late twenties,

14

15

16

Bayhaq, Tatimma, 122.3ff. (Meyerhof, “Ali al-Bayhaq’s ...}, 177-178); Griffel, The Formation
of Post-Classical Philosophy in Islam, 188.

Bayhad], Tatimma, 155.4 ff. (Meyerhof, “Ali al-Bayhaq’s ..., 193). His encyclopaedic Gayhan-
i shinakht was published in 1390 sh.

Bayhad], Tatimma, 124.5ff. (Meyerhof, “Ali al-BayhaqT’s ..., 1778-179). There are several rea-
sons to question the identity of ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Turki and ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Sighnakhi
the copyist of an important collection of Avicenna texts in Cairo (on which see D. Gutas,
‘Texts from Avicenna’s library in a copy by ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Signaht, 8a—17b). The nisba
al-Sighnakhi found in some copies of Bayhaqi's Tatimma is only found in copies that
are contained in manuscripts that also contain the Muntakhab Siwan al-hikma and the
Itmam Tatimmat Siwan al-hikma (on these Mss., see Griffel, ‘On the Character, Content,
and Authorship of Itmam Tatimmat Siwan al-hikma and the Identity of the Author of
Muntakhab Siwan al-hikma), 3). In single copies, the reading is al-Turki. This is the case
for Mss. Berlin Petermann 737 (ca. 1150/1737-1738), Mashhad Radaw1 4096 (ca. 1000/1591—
1592), Tashkent 1448 (664/1266), and also for the anonymous Persian version of the Tatim-
ma (done in ca. ca. 730/1330) called Durrat al-akhbar wa-lum‘at al-anwar, 86.4 (see also
Ch.A. Storey, Persian Literature, a Bio-Bibliographical Survey, vol. 1 §1485, 893-894). Fur-
thermore, al-Sighnakhi, his father and grandfather were Muslims. But at the beginning of
the 6th/12th century, when ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Turki was alive, Sighnakh was the centre of a
khanate of the pagan Kipcéak. Sighnakh only became Muslim territory in the early 7th/13th
century, when the Khwarizmshah ‘Ala’ al-Din Muhammad conquered it (C.E. Bosworth,
‘Sighnak’; Paul, ‘Who Makes Use of Whom?, 145), which fits Kraus’ estimate as being 12th
t01-3th-century for Ms. Cairo better (on which see Gutas, op. cit., 10a, with n. 25). Also,
wa-kana hafizan li-akthar kutub Abi Alf does, in this case, not mean ... he had in his
safekeeping most of the books of Avicenna’ (Gutas, op. cit., 9a; same mistranslation in
the Persian translation of the Tatimma, the Durrat al-akhbar wa-lum‘at al-anwar, 86.8: wa
akthar-i kutub [-i Shaykh Ali] dasht;) but ‘he could reproduce the subjects of most of Abu
‘Al’s books from memory. This is apparent from the further context in Bayhagi. In the
absence of compelling evidence, it is preferable not to posit the identity between the two
‘Abd al-Razzags.
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rubbing shoulders with the intellectual elite there,'” and likely was Abti Hamid
al-Ghazali’s (d. 505/1111) teacher in Avicennan philosophy, among other sub-
jects.1® Even if they rejected some of Avicenna’s central tenets (see below), as
theologians, al-Juwayni and al-Ghazali were avid students of his works.

In his study on al-Ghazalt’s (d. 505/1111) attacks on Avicennan philosophy in
his Tahafut al-falasifa and its impact on later Islamic philosophy, Frank Grif-
fel describes some of the tensions between Peripatetic (i.e. Avicennan) phi-
losophy and Ash‘arite theology as apparent in the preamble to the Physics of
Lawkar’s magnum opus, the philosophical ‘encyclopaedia’ called Bayan al-
haqq bi-daman al-sidq, discussed in greater detail below. These tensions related
to ontology and, more specifically, LawkarT's denial of atomism and the the-
ory that bodies were non-composite. Al-Ghazali’s teacher at the Nizamiyya of
Nishapur, the theologian ‘Abd al-Malik al-Juwayni (d. 478/1085), was, for theo-
logical reasons, a supporter of these ideas, and so were all the other Ash‘arite
theologians of his time. That is why Griffel believes that LawkarT’s mentioning
of these theories in the preamble to the Physics of the Bayan al-haqgq hints at
his rejection of these claims in Ash‘arism.!® This last point appears challeng-
ing to prove because, as Griffel himself states, it was not so much Lawkari but
Peripatetic ontology that did not accommodate atomism, which, as a theory in
ancient Greek philosophy, goes back well before Aristotle’s time. So, even with-
out the Asharites, it would still have been necessary to deal with it as one of
the ancient theories and show its incompatibility with the Peripatetic outlook.
Consequently, LawkarT's hinting at Ash‘arism in the preamble to the Physics of
the Bayan is possible, but not sure.

Griffel points to comparable cases in the Metaphysics of the Bayan. Of these,
the first case turns out to be a straight quotation from the Ilahiyyat of Avi-
cenna’s Shifa’, so that its connection to contemporary circumstances is acci-
dental, even if such a connection may have been on Lawkarr’s mind.2° Fur-
thermore, the second case, too, is a straight quotation from the llahiyyat of the
Shifa’,?! followed by what Lawkarl himself says is a quotation from Avicenna’s
Insaf, closing with a few remarks of his own. LawkarT’s theory on the celestial

17 C.Brockelmann- and [L. Gardet], ‘al-Djuwaynr.

18  U. Rudolph, ‘Abii Hamid al-Gazal? in Rudolph and Adamson (eds.), Philosophy in the
Islamic World vol. 2.1, 345-346.

19  Griffel, Apostasie und Toleranz im Islam, 344—345.

20  Griffel, op. cit., 346, first paragraph; Lawkarl, Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-sidg. Al-ilm al-
ilahi, 220.14—221.15; Avicenna, Kitab al-Shifa’, al-Ilahiyyat, 267.10-268.7.

21 Griffel, op. cit., 346—347; Lawkarl, Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-sidq. Al-ilm al-ilahi, 279.10—
290.7; Avicenna, Kitab al-Shif@’, al-Ilahiyyat, 427.12—432.17.
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spheres finally, rooted as it is in Avicenna, as Griffel also indicates,?2 only has
polemical value accidentally.

All in all, while the Bayan discusses a whole series of subjects on which
LawkarT’s Peripatetic opinions were at odds with the Ash‘arite views of his time,
this does not necessarily mean that he was targeting the Ash‘arites consciously
or implicitly. After all, in each case, he extracted his material from Avicenna’s
Shif@’ and Isharat, among others, in which the discussions were rooted in the
Peripatetic tradition rather than contemporary polemics.

While the examples cited by Griffel fall short of definitively proving that
Lawkari had the theologians in mind when compiling certain sections of his
Bayan al-haqq, LawkarT's foreword to the Bayan would seem to be more explicit
in this respect. Towards the end of his foreword, Lawkari says the following
about the unnamed patron to whom he dedicates the Bayarn:23

... Working hard to revive the practice of philosophy after its extinction
(inmiha’), or [at least] to redress it when it was about to expire (talafiha
ft akhiri dhama’iha), he is ...2*

The above phrase affirms that not only had (Avicennan) philosophy been
about to expire, but it had almost perished due to outside forces that Lawkari
saw as bent on its destruction. It is hard to imagine that Lawkarl had any-
thing other in mind than the attacks on specific, vital tenets of Avicenna’s
philosophy taking place in his time.?> Whether he looked at these attacks
as a generalised phenomenon on the part of the theologians or was more
specifically targeting al-Ghazali's Tahafut al-falasifa is impossible to know for
sure. Nevertheless, given his use of the term inmiha’ (here: wilful extermi-
nation) and al-Ghazali’s condemnation in his Tahafut of three tenets of Avi-

22 Griftel, op. cit., 347.

23 Griffel believes Lawkari may never have been able to find a patron (Griffel, The Formation
of Post-Classical Philosophy in Islam, 185 penult.). While this is a possibility, the copyist of
MS Tehran University Mishkat 250 may also have hesitated to put a name due to changing
circumstances at the time the manuscript was copied (601/1204-1205) or have found the
name obliterated in his master copy. It is difficult to imagine that the autograph had no
name, given that the rank and role of the unnamed patron are so well-described. See also
below, 3.2, 8).

24  Lawkari, Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-sidq, ms Tehran University, Mishkat 250, fol. 1b
lines 20—21. See also below, 111.A.

25  Onthe tensions between Avicennan philosophy and Ash‘arism, see Griffel, Apostasie und
Toleranz im Islam, esp. Section 3 and Section 4.1.
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cenna’s philosophy as unbelief and punishable by death,?¢ it is hard to imagine
that Lawkari was thinking of anyone other than his contemporary al-Ghazali
and the latter’s Tahafut al-falasifa.?” On this supposition, the foreword to the
Bayan was likely written some years after the composition of the Tahafut
al-falasifa, completed in 488/1095,28 allowing the Tahafut to start circulating
and having an impact. The Bayan itself may have evolved organically over
many years of teaching before the composition of its foreword, so it cannot
be tied to any specific year or time. For the Bayan's general content and sig-
nificance as a witness of its time, relevant sections of Griffels ‘Continuing
Ibn Sina’s Tradition ..., Apostasie und Toleranz im Islam and The Formation of
Post-Classical Philosophy in Islam mentioned earlier form the best introduc-
tion.

2 Surviving Works, Manuscripts, and Editions

Lawkar?’s surviving works are in Persian and Arabic, including poetry and
prose. In that sense, he resembles his great predecessor Avicenna in that for
him, too, Persian and poetry were significantly less important than Arabic
and prose as means of philosophical expression. It is interesting to note that
LawkarT’s Persian poetry of his Sharh qasidat Asrar al-hikma (poem and its
commentary by him) is philosophical, while his Arabic poetry as preserved
in Mu‘in al-Din al-Nishapar?’s (fl. late 6th/12th. c.)?° Itmam Tatimmat Siwan
al-hikma is primarily personal, not philosophical. It remains to be seen if the
part of al-Bayhaqt’s supplement to his poetical anthology Dumyat al-qasr called
Wishah Dumyat al-qasr and preserved in a single incomplete copy in Bursa3®
contains the sample poems that he talks about in his Tatimma3! and if these
fragments are only personal or also philosophical.

26  Griffel, The Formation of Post-Classical Philosophy in Islam, 17, second paragraph.

27  Even if Ghazall's Tahafut al-falasifa likely set the tone for LawkarT’s introduction to the
Bayan, that does not mean that it determined its contents or setup.

28 Griffel, The Formation of Post-Classical Philosophy in Islam, 417.

29  On Mu‘in al-Din al-Nishapuri and his authorship of the Itmam, see M.T. Danishpazhuah,
‘Mukhtasar fi dhikr al-hukama’ al-Yananiyyin wal-milliyyin,’ 294, to which further details
are provided in F. Griffel, ‘On the Character, Content, and Authorship of Itmam Tatimmat
Siwan al-hikma and the Identity of the Author of Muntakhab Siwan al-hikma’

30 See below in this section, work (5), ii.

31 Bayhaq, Tatimma, 121.10.
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The following works in Arabic (A) and Persian (P) by Lawkari have survived,
some only in part:32

(1)

Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-sidqg (A)

Lawkar1’s major work. A philosophical encyclopedia in three parts, logic, nat-

ural philosophy, and metaphysics, concluded with two appendices, one on

matters divine and one on politics and ethics. This work, whose part on nat-

ural philosophy is now published in part for the first time, will be described in

greater detail in the next section.3?

Manuscripts: Year

(a) Tehran University, Mishkat 250 601/1204-12053*
Logic, natural philosophy, metaphysics,
appendices

(b) Paris, Bibliotheque Nationale A. 5900 gth/15th35
Natural philosophy

(c) Tehran University, Fac. theol. 695D uth/17th36
Metaphysics

(d) Tehran, Majlis-i Shara-yi Islami 3941/1 12th/18th37
Metaphysics

Editions (partial):

1.

32
33

34

35

36

37

Sayyid 1. Dibaji (ed.), Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-sidg. Al-Mantiq 1: al-
Mudkhal. Lil-filsaf Abi '-‘Abbas Fadl b. Majd al-Lawkari. Tehran: Amir
Kabir, 1364 sh.

A. Muttaqi Khadri (ed.), Tashih-i bakhsh-i mantig-i Bayan al-haqq bi-
daman al-sidq-i Abu 'l-Abbas-i Lawkari, filsif-i Khurasan dar garn-i pan-

For an illustrative example, see work (3), copy (c) below.

For an extended discussion of some of the major highlights of the Bayan and their signif-
icance, see Griffel, Apostasie und Toleranz, 342—348.

M.T. Danishpazhith, Fihrist-i kitabkhana-yi ihda-i-yi Muhammad Mishkat bih kitabkhana-
yi Danishgah-i Tihran, vol. 3.1, 162—165.

E. Blochet, Catalogue des manuscrits arabes des nouvelles acquisitions (1884-1924)/ Biblio-
théque Nationale, 136; R. Lemay, Notices de manuscrits arabes rédigées par Georges Vajda.
Notices des manuscrits Arabe 5600 a 6109, 425—426.

B. Hujjatl, Fihrist-i nuskhaha-yi khatti-yi kitabkhana-yi Danishkada-yi llahiyat va ma‘arif-i
Islami-yi Danishgah-i Tihran vol. 1, 477—-479.

‘Abd al-Husayn H&'iri, Fihrist-i kitabkhana-yi Majlis-i Shira-yi Milli vol. 10.4, 2069—2073.
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Jjum-i hijri, wa tarjuma-yi bakhsh-i Maqulat-i an. Unpublished MA Thesis.
Tehran University, Faculty of Theology, 1371 sh.

3. L Dibaji (ed.), Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-sidg. Al-ilm al-ilahi. Abu 'l-
‘Abbas Fadl b. Majd al-Lawkarl. Tehran: Mu’assasa-yi bayna '1-Milali-yi
andisha wa tamaddun-i Islami-yi Malizi (1STAC), 1373 sh.

4. M.Muhammadi (ed.), Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-sidg. Bakhsh-i Illahiyat,
az Abu 'l-Abbas-i Lawkarl. Unpublished doctoral dissertation. Tehran
University, Faculty of Theology, 1373 sh.

(2) Sharh qasidat Asrar al-hikma (P)38

A philosophical poem and its commentary, treating logic, natural philosophy,
and metaphysics.

Manuscripts: Year
(a) Tehran, Majlis-i Shara-yi Islami 5138/3 10-1th/16-17th39
(b) Tehran, Majlis-i Shara-yi Islami 9541/30 1287/1870-187140

Editions (partial/integral):*!

1. Sayyid I. Dibaji (ed.), ‘Sharh-i qasida-yi Asrar al-hikma az Abu’l-‘Abbas-i
Lawkari, in M. Muhaqqiq and T. Izutsu (eds.), Mantiq wa-mabahith al-
alfaz. Majmii‘a-yi mutiin va maqalat-i tahqiqi (Tehran: McGill University,
Institute of Islamic Studies, Tehran Branch, 1353 sh), xvii—xxxiii, 107-135.
Just the logic.

2. I Rahi Dil, Sharh-i qasida-yi Asrar al-hikma az Abu "[-Abbas-i Lawkart.
Tehran: Markaz-i Nashr-i Danishgahi, 1382 sh. Integral text.

(3) Awis al-masa’il fi ‘ulim al-awa’il or Masa’il al-thalathina or As’ilat al-
Lawkart wa-ajwibatuhu or Risala fi ’l-‘ulim al-falsafiyya (A)

Thirty philosophical questions on different subjects with Lawkar1’s answers.

38  There is a didactic poem on logic and philosophy in Persian by Fakhr al-Din al-Razi
(d. 606/1210) which is strongly reminiscent of this poem by Lawkarl and which was pub-
lished in N. Pourjavady, Manzuma-yi hikmat wa falsafa az Imam Fakhr-i Razi'. In his article,
Pourjavady makes no mention of Lawkarl. The precise implications of these various par-
allels still need investigation.

39 A Munzawi, Fihrist-i Kitabkhana-yi Majlis-i Shura-yi Mill vol. 15, 129.

40  A. Hafiziyan-i Babuli, Fikrist-i Kitabkhana-yi Majlis-i Shura-yi Millt vol. 30, 211.

41 See also Alice C. Hunsberger, ‘Cosmos into Verse: Two Examples of Islamic Philosophical
Poetry in Persian), esp. 349-355.
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Manuscripts: Year
(a) Qum, Mar‘ashi 12388/8 878/1473-1474*2
(b) Najaf, Muwassasat Kashif al-Ghita al-Amma 4063 743
(c) Tehran University, Faculty of arts (incom- Jung 244
plete) 15/13

Editions: none.
(4) Fihrist Kitab al-ta'liqat li-Ibn Sina (A)

A detailed table of contents of Avicenna’s Kitab al-ta'ligat as available to him.
Although no more than a table of contents, this work has great merit. It pro-
vides insight into the structure of this eminently important collection of notes
and observations in logic and philosophy.

Manuscripts:*® Year

(a) Istanbul, Aya Sofya 2390  521/1127%6
(b) Istanbul, Nurosmaniye 4894 7

(c) Istanbul, Kopriili 869/2  10th/16th*8
(d) Istanbul, Topkap: Sarayi, Ahmad 111 3204 9
Edition:

1. In the Introduction to Sayyid Husayn Musawiyan (ed.), Al-Ta‘ligat, Abu
‘Ali ... b. Sina (Tehran: Mw’assasa-yi Pazhahishi-yi hikmat wa falsafa-yi
Iran, 1391 sh), (95)—(154). Second edition, 1402 sh (85)—(145).

42 Sayyid M. al-Mar‘ashi al-Najafi et al., Fihrist-i nuskhaha-yi khatti-yi Kitabkhana-yi ‘umami-
yi Hadrat-i Ayatollah al--Uzma Najafi Mar ‘ashi vol. 31, 306.

43 M. Najih al-Sarraf et al., Dalil makhtutat Muwassasat Kashif al-Ghit@ al-Amma vol. 1,194.

44  Damima-yi Majalla-yi Danishkada-yi adabiyat va ‘ulum-i insani-yi Danishgah-i Tihran,
vol. 8.1, 360. Griffel's Risala fi 'I-‘ulum al-falsafiyya al-arba‘a (‘Continuing Ibn Sina’s Tra-
dition: Abt 1-“Abbas al-LawkarT, 305-306, no. 55) is not a separate work, but part of the
preamble of the Awis al-masa’il.

45  Ineach case ahead of the text of the Ta%igat itself.

46 Defter-i Kiitiiphane-i Ayasofya, 143 (as part of a majmui‘a).

47  Nuruosmaniye Kiitiiphanesi'nde mahfuz kiitiib-i mevciidenin defteridir, 303 (as part of a
majmu‘a).

48  Kopriilii-zdade Mehmed Paga’nun Kiitiiphanesinde mahfuz kiitiib-i mevciidenin defteri, 55 (as
part of a majmua); R. Sesen et al., Catalogue of manuscripts in the Kopriilii Library, vol. 1,
428.

49  F. Karatay, Topkapt Saray: Miizesi kiitiiphanesi arapga yazmalar katalogu, vol. 3, 627—628
no. 6672.
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(5) Poetry, fragments as cited in (i) Mu‘in al-Din Nishapuar's Itmam Tatimmat
Siwan al-hikma and in (ii) al-Bayhaqt's Wishah Dumyat al-qasr (Ar.). Per-
sonal effusions.

(i) Manuscripts comprising the Itmam: Year

(a) Istanbul, Murad Molla 1431 639/124150
(b) Istanbul, Siileymaniye, Hac1 Begir Aga 494 689/1290%!
(c) Istanbul, Kopriilii 902/3 7th/13th52
(d) London, British Library Or.9o33 8th/14th53

Editions: none.

(ii) Manuscripts of al-Bayhaqr’s Dumyat al-qasr: Year
(e) Bursa, Hiisayin Celebi 29 754

Editions: none.

3 The Preamble to the Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-sidq

3.1 Text and Translation

As stated above, the Bayan al-haqq is Lawkar1’s major work. It is an encyclopae-
dia in the tripartite format: Logic, Natural Philosophy, and Metaphysics (but
see also below). Even if this sounds straightforward enough, it will be helpful
to quote from the general Preamble to the Bayan al-haqq for us to understand
how this work came about:5°

50  Defter-i Kiitiibhane-i Ddmadzdde Kazasker Mehmed Murad, 115.

51 Defter-i Kiitiibhane-i Begir Aga, 35.

52 Kopriilii-zdde Mehmed Paga’nun Kiitiiphanesinde mahfuz kiitiib-i mevciidenin defteri, 58; R.
Sesen et al., Catalogue of manuscripts in the Kopriilii Library, vol. 1, 446.

53  Unpublished hand list of Arabic manuscripts acquired by the British Library (then British
Museum) between 1909 and 1921, with Ms Or. 9o33 listed for the year 1921 on page 304. The
handlist is one of a set and is kept in the Asia and Africa reading room. It has the shelfmark
ORC GEN Mss 7 (information kindly provided by British Library Reference Services).

54  O. Rescher, ‘Notizen iiber einige arabische Handschriften aus Brussaer Bibliotheken), 52,
no. 29. Rescher says that the text leaves the impression of being a draft, which means that
the exemplar from which it was copied (if it is not al-Bayhaqt’s copy) must have been quite
old. The manuscript is incomplete and may not contain any poetry by Lawkarl.

55  For the Arabic, see Lawkari, Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-sidq, ms Tehran University, Mish-
kat 250, fol. 1b lines 8—22.
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‘Now then, looking at the books writ-
ten [so far] in philosophy, I found
some of them interminable and con-
voluted, impossible for students to
grasp or understand, no one being
capable of memorising any of them.
Others, I found compressed and
superficial outlines of the principles
of philosophy or some of its themes.
However, an intermediate type of
work, in scope and bulk, situated
between these two extremes, com-
prising all that any aspiring scholar
needs to know in terms of what phi-
losophy is about, making everything
else redundant while still leading
him to his goal, such a work I was
unable to find. I thus decided to com-
pile a work of precisely that sort,

an account revealing its substance
(talkhis) and clarifying it (sharh), all
at the same time, harvested from all
the available works in philosophy by
the Supreme Master, the Living Truth,
Abu ‘Alf al-Husayn b. ‘Abdallah b. Sina
al-Bukhari, may God grant peace to
his grave and bless his soul, and by
the Master, the Philosopher Abti Nasr
al-Farabi, may God bless his noble
soul, as well as from all the others
who have written in this field, old and
new, even if there is no great need
for their books, seeing what we have
by number one and two, especially
the ones by Ibn Sina, may God grant
peace to his grave and bless his soul.
In so doing, I decided to follow the
familiar order, putting logic ahead of
the other parts of philosophy since it
is the tool that mustget us to the
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truth. I then continue with natural
philosophy, followed by divine phi-
losophy. I shall do this as briefly as
possible without violating any princi-
ple. Rather, I shall explain the obscure
and clarify the unclear, solving what-
ever doubts may occur as we move
on. I named this work Truth Laid
Bare, Shrined in Honesty.5% It is a fit-
ting title since, in it, I strive to explain
the truth [, in each case] following
the sincerest account available, such
that it may serve me as a guideline
(dastur) that I can turn to whenever

I want during my lifetime, and be a
memento [to others] when I shall be
gone. I decided to dedicate this work
to Our Lordship ... (blank space) ..., so
that it may get as wide an audience as
possible thanks to the celebrity of his
exalted name and rise above its peers
by his name’s distinguished pres-
ence in it. Working hard to revive the
practice of philosophy after its extinc-
tion, or [at least] to redress it when it
was about to expire, he is the distin-
guished personality that expert and
aspiring philosophers alike should all
seek to serve and frequent’
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56  Compare Griffel's Explaining the Truth While Assuring Truthfulness', which he glosses as:
‘The title might well be a response to Ash‘arism and its definition of faith as tasdig. It would
then express that al-Lawkari lays down the truth (i.e., philosophy) while also acknowledg-
ing that the prophets, and particularly Muhammad, were truthful in their revelations.’ See
Griffel, The Formation of Post-Classical Philosophy in Islam, 185, with note 48. ‘Honesty’
and ‘truthfulness’ are overlapping concepts here. In connection with Lawkar1’s possible

references to Ash‘arism or al-Ghazali, see also Section 1 above, end.
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3.2 Comments

1) In the above fragment, Lawkarl presents himself as a philosophy teacher
who finds that all the (text) books in this field are either too long and convo-
luted or too short and superficial. Therefore, he decided to compile a work of
intermediate size that would be comprehensive and contain the most accu-
rate and sincerest account available on each subject, describing it as a talkhis
and a sharh in one. Talkhis in modern Arabic is usually translated as ‘summary’
or ‘paraphrase’. Around LawkarT’s time, talkhis was defined as an ‘account’ or
‘exposition’ of the root or essence of a thing.5” Since Lawkari explains that he
will leave out everything unnecessary, his talkhis has the additional connota-
tion of exposing a thing’s bare substance, like a piece of meat on the butcher’s
counter, from which all excess matter has been removed.>® That is why talkhis
was rendered as ‘an account revealing its substance’ The term sharh is usu-
ally understood as ‘commentary’. The Bayan not being a commentary as we
typically understand it with a base text and accompanying explanations, ‘com-
mentary’ would be unnecessarily confusing as a translation. That is why a more
neutral ‘clarification’ was chosen. Its material, Lawkari says, will primarily be
drawn from the works of Avicenna and al-Farabi (d. 339/950—951) since these
contain almost all there is to know in this field.

2) As for the question regarding the sense in which the Bayan, besides a
talkhis and a mukhtasar, can also be qualified as a sharh, here a ‘clarification),
Lawkar1 himself providing no further explanation for this and the Bayan not
being a ‘commentary’ in the usual sense, there seem to be several other senses
in which (parts of) this work could be called a ‘clarification’:5°

a) Lawkarl may have regarded his selection of quotations as having a clari-
fying effect, a talkhis being nothing but a revealing or ‘laying bare’ of the sub-
stance of its object (cf. above, here: philosophy).

b) The quotations from Bahmanyar’s Kitab al-Tahsil, from Avicenna’s own
Kitab al-isharat wal-tanbihat, Najat, as well as other sources were likely seen

57  Ibn Manzar (d. 7u/1312), Lisan al-Arab, ‘1-kh-s: lakhkhasta al-shay’ ... idha ‘stagsayta fi
bayanihi ("You give a talkhis when you go to the root of the matter in explaining a thing’).

58  Ibn Faris (d. 395/1004), Magayis al-lugha, ‘1-kh-s": wa-qawluhum lakhkhastu al-shay’ idha
bayyantahu, fa-huwa min hadha ka-annahu 'l-lahm al-khalis idha ubriza (‘And the expres-
sion ‘I gave a talkhis of it’ means that you revealed it, the thing itself being like a clean piece
of meat on the counter because of it’). This latter sense was not included in D. Gutas’ oth-
erwise well-informed ‘Aspects of Literary Form and Genre in Arabic Logical Works’38-43,
with all the references.

59  Jules]Janssens, referring to the preamble of the Metaphysics of the Bayan to be cited below,
also wonders in what sense the Bayan could be called a sharh. See J. Janssens, ‘Al-Lawkari’s
reception of Avicenna’s Ilahiyyat’ 15.
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by him as clarifications to the text of his primary source the Shifa’, either in
addition to or in replacement of passages from that work.

c) Since the Bayan is also a personal document (see the general preamble:
‘... that it may serve me as a guideline ..."), Lawkarl may have regarded it as
‘clarifying’ in as much as it provided a sound basis for him, as a teacher, to give
a lucid account of the philosophy of (mostly) Avicenna, adding the necessary
comments during his lectures.

d) Some mixture of the above (which is the most likely explanation).

3) Even if Avicenna’s Shifa’ is the primary source of the natural philosophy
part of the Bayan that this edition is about, Lawkari also used Bahmanyar’s
Tahsil and, among others, Avicenna’s own Kitab al-Isharat wal-tanbihat and
Najat. This can only mean that he regarded these works as consistent with the
(intended) substance of the Shifa’. To what extent modern scholarship would
share this position will have to be determined on a case-by-case basis, a task
still outstanding.6? The present edition and the concordance of sources at the
end of this introduction will hopefully prove their value in such an undertak-
ing.

Avicenna’s Isharat is usually understood as his condensed, final statement
on all that the accomplished student of philosophy needs to know, written
some twenty years after the first six books of the natural philosophy section
of the Shifa’ and some five years after he completed books seven and eight.5!
Bahmanyar’s Tahsil, on the other hand, while compiled by Avicenna’s star stu-
dent, is still a personal representation of his philosophy, even if Bahmanyar also
quotes his master on many occasions. One important objection to LawkarT's
approach could be that the principle of coherence contradicts the prevalent
view that Avicenna’s ideas and understanding of philosophy (here: logic, natu-
ral philosophy, and metaphysics) evolved and changed over time. However, it is
theoretically possible that a study of the way the Bayan has been put together
reveals a greater coherence between relevant parts of Avicenna’s Shifa’ and,
especially, the Isharat than was thus far assumed. Therefore, future research
on this question is much needed.

60  Maybe exceptfor]. Janssens, ‘The Reception of Ibn Sina’s Physics in Later Islamic Thought,
17-22.

61 Gutas, Avicenna and the Aristotelian tradition, 107-108,132. Gutas’ late dating of the Isharat
(between 421—-425/1030-1034) was questioned in D. Reisman, The Making of the Avicennan
Tradition, 222—224 and Y. Michot, “Tutoring Bahmanyar ‘from behind a veil’: the Isharat
in Avicenna’s professional career’, 476 ff. In the end, the dating of the Isharat matters
less than the consistency between it and some of Avicenna’s other works, as viewed by
Lawkari, it seems.
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4) LawkarT’s own words confirm Bayhaqr's reference to him as a teacher of
philosophy and a follower of Avicenna (and al-Farabi). Lawkari calls the tripar-
tite format of logic, natural philosophy, and metaphysics ‘the familiar approach’
(al-maslak al-mashhur) in teaching philosophy, meaning that this format had
imposed itself in the East less than a century after Avicenna had introduced
it.62 While this is indeed the format of Avicenna’s later encyclopaedias like
his Kitab al-isharat wal-tanbihat, there also have been other arrangements. For
instance, early in Avicenna’s career, the structure appears to have been logic,
ethics, natural philosophy and metaphysics. An example of this is his Tagsim
‘ulim al-awa’il, which may well have been copied from the table of contents
or Introduction to his lost al-Hasil wal-mahsiul (Harvest Reapings), a twenty-
volume philosophical encyclopaedia written in Bukhara before his move to
Gurganj, somewhere between 392/1002 and 395/1005.63

5) Even if the overall format of the Bayan is logic, natural philosophy and
metaphysics, Lawkarl adds three elements:%4

a) A discussion of the soul’s capacity for knowledge after its separation from
the body, in the second part of the metaphysics, dedicated to ‘things divine’
(ma‘ant rububiyya),s>

b) A section on the asrar (lit. ‘secrets’, here: subtle notions) of divine philos-
ophy (Appendix 1 in Ms. Tehran University, Mishkat 250),56

c) A section on personal ethics, economics and politics (Appendix 2 in Ms.
Tehran University, Mishkat 250).67

In the Preamble to the Metaphysics, Lawkari explains this as follows:58

62  Ibid., 159.

63  MJ. Esmaeili, ‘The Sciences of the Ancients and their Divisions: Agsam ‘ulum al-awa@’il. A
Text Attributed to Avicenna), 192—198.

64 On these three elements and their significance, see also Griffel, Apostasie und Toleranz
im Islam, 346—347; idem, The Formation of Post-Classical Philosophy in Islam, 186-187;
Janssens, ‘Al-LawkarT’s reception of Avicenna’s llahiyyat'.

65  Ms Tehran University Mishkat 250 fol. 210a 17—210b 7 (= ed. Dibaji pp. 388-390), mostly
drawing from Avicenna’s Kitab al-insaf, on which see R. Marcotte, TEschatologie d’Abu
‘Abbas al-Lawkarl. Mort aprés 503/1109. Le Bayan al-haqq et le Sharh-e Qasida-ye Asrar
al-Hikma’, 9—12.

66  Ms Tehran University Mishkat 250 fol. 212a 1-218a 20, mostly taken from Avicenna’s
Ta'ligat (ed. Musawiyan), 3.6 ff.

67  Ms Tehran University, Mishkat 250, fol. 218a 21—223a ult. The text starts by quoting the
opening passage of al-Farabt’s Fusul muntaza‘a, 23.6 ft.: lil-nafs sihha wa-marad kama anna
lil-badan sihha wa-marad ... (Much like the body, the soul experiences both sickness and
health ...’).

68  Lawkarl, Bayan al-haqgq Ms Tehran University Mishkat 250 fol. 172a 4-14 (cp. ed. Dibaji,
3.4-4.12).
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‘This is the third part of our work

on the philosophical sciences called
Truth Laid Bare, Shrined in Honesty.
In it, we shall discuss the principles
of divine philosophy, revealing its
substance and clarifying it, all at

the same time, ensuring that none
of its essential elements remains
unmentioned and that there be no
unnecessary talk of secondary sub-
jects, except for one chapter. This
chapter describes the state of the
human soul in the Hereafter when
disconnected from the body. What is
the state of her knowledge or igno-
rance of things then? Furthermore,
how does her knowledge of simple
(ma‘rifa) and compound (ilm)5° mat-
ters come about? This is something
that is usually not discussed in the
available literature.’® Indeed, insofar
as the soul’s state after its separa-
tion from the body is concerned, the
most that these works contain is an
account of its pleasures and bliss, its
misery and its pains. Any reference
to her knowledge of things, simple or
compound, or to her changing states
is (usually) ignored. For this reason,
I decided to discuss this at length as
a supplementary subject in this art
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69  For the distinction between ma‘rifa and im as between concepts and propositions or
between what is simple and compound, see R. Arnaldez, ‘Mafifa.

70  Lawkarl may well have had theological literature in mind because he draws his material in
this particular case from Avicenna’s (philosophical) Mubahathat (Janssens, ‘Al-LawkarT's
reception of Avicenna’s llahiyyat)19). On LawkarT's targeting the theologians—in all likeli-
hood, al-Ghazali especially—in the general introduction to the Bayan, see Section1above,

last part.
71 MS Tehran and ed. Dibaji: al-usul.
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(fann), appending it to this particular
science, which is the science of incor-
poreal things, the soul being one of
them, especially in the Hereafter ...

I decided to append selected chap- ic e N b AN ol Lj 39
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this treatise by addressing certain ¢ e
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Interestingly, the two sections mentioned at the end occur in reverse order in
the text. This could mean that some later copyist changed their order or that
Lawkari himself reversed their order when he came to write these parts. Con-
sidering that he had promised to discuss the soul’s knowledge in the Hereafter
atlength but reconsidered and cut himself short when he wrote that chapter,”
it is certainly possible that Lawkarl himself changed the order of the two men-
tioned sections.

6) While Avicenna’s philosophical summa, the Kitab al-shifa’, which the
Bayan mostly follows, has the same overall format except the two appendices
referred to above, it also includes a section on mathematics (riyadiyyat),”* not
found in any of the manuscripts of the Bayan. Below, in the Appendix, LawkarT's
explanation for not including mathematics in the original plan of the Bayan
will be given. A fragment from what likely was a mathematical supplement to
the Bayan will also be published there.

7) Lawkari states that the Bayan will be a work for his personal use in the first
place and a memento for posterity after his death. Lawkari’s use of the future
tense in this fragment, as if he is about to start compiling the Bayan, is a literary
device. His words actually confirm the hypothesis that the Bayan is a teacher’s

72 ‘Selected chapters’ renders the Arabic fusiil muntaza‘a, which is the very title of the work
by al-Farabi from which this appendix draws an important part of its material (the title is
usually given as ‘Selected Aphorisms’).

73 Lawkari, Bayan al-haqq Ms Tehran University Mishkat 250 fol. 210b 7 (ed. Dibaji 390.6—7):
wa-in kunna wa‘adna an nushbi‘a al-kalam fihi, lakinnana lamma ra’ayna al-kull majmu‘an

fthadha al-qadr, atharna al-igtisar ‘alayhi (‘Although I had promised to discuss the matter
at length, seeing that the above covers it all, I prefer to leave it at this’).

74  Gutas, Avicenna and the Aristotelian Tradition, 105, 422.
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manual that evolved organically over many years and that the different intro-
ductions were only written afterwards.

8) The Bayan is dedicated to a supposedly well-known individual of high
standing (‘Supreme Leader’, al-sadr® al-mu‘agzam) whose name was lost.”®
This person, a patron whom Lawkari also refers to as mawlana (‘Our Lordship’),
supported philosophy in a time in which philosophy was under severe pressure,
supposedly having saved it from the brink of extinction.

The unidentified high-ranking patron mentioned in the dedication of the
Bayan most likely lived in Merv, as that is where Lawkari is known to have lived
and died. Lawkar’s reference to him as al-Sadr al-Mu‘azzam leaves the impres-
sion that the latter occupied a high office and, Merv being Seljuq at the end
of the sth/uth century and the Seljugs favouring Hanafism,”” he likely was a
Hanafi (Maturidi). This is all one might (tentatively) infer from the Introduc-
tion to the Bayan. Hopefully, future research will uncover the dedicatee’s real
name and social position.

The Bayan is an extensive work. The one surviving (almost) integral copy
of it (Tehran University, Mishkat 250) runs over 222 large folios, which would
take up around one thousand pages in print. The only work to qualify as its
primary source is Avicenna'’s Shifa’, whose printed edition runs over five thou-
sand pages. In the footnotes to DibajT’s edition of the metaphysics section of the
Bayan mentioned in Section 2 (1) above, we find many references to the Shifa’.
Moreover, the part on natural philosophy published here consists mainly of lit-
eral quotations from that work, as will be documented in the apparatus to the
edition and the Concordance of Sources at the end of this introduction. So, let
us now look at this part of the Bayan.

4 Bayan al-haqq: al-1lm al-tabit

4.1 The Preamble, Text and Translation

Just like the general Preamble at the beginning of the Bayan al-haqq, the nat-
ural philosophy section of the Bayan has an introduction which, after the
invocation of God and the Prophet, runs thus (text in blue, plain or with a

75  Itis not sure if sadr is used in a religious or a more worldly sense. See W. Floor, ‘Sadr"

76  Only one copy contains the preamble (Tehran University, Mishkat 250). In it (fol. 1b,
line 19), there is a blank space where the author’s copy must have contained the patron’s
name. So, unless another copy of this preamble is found, this person’s name is forever lost.

77  Wilferd Madelung, ‘The Westward Migration of Hanafi Scholars from Central Asia in the
uth to 13th Centuries’, 42—43.
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strikethrough as in the manuscript = only in Ms. Paris and text in red = only

in Ms. Tehran):”®

‘Thus spoke AbulI-“Abbas al-Fadl b.
Muhammad b. al-Fadl al-Lawkari:
‘This is the first/second part of our
book on the principles of philoso-
phy called Truth Laid Bare, Shrined
in Honesty. In it, we shall discuss the
foundations of natural philosophy,
revealing its substance and clarifying
it, all at the same time, making sure
that no principle is violated in it en
aceountof too-much-detail, avoiding
long-windedness on account of too
much detail or the rebuttal of things
patently false. Rather, the discussions
will turn around doubts and puz-
zles that are difficult to resolve and
where we have trouble finding a way
out, focussing on doubts that [really]
need to be mentioned and their solu-
tions. Besides, we shall explain how
to acquire the skills necessary to con-
front opinions that leave us confused,
whose falsehood is hard to determine
and call for discussion. This is, for
instance, the case with the view of
the Atomists, who claim that bodies
are composed of atoms, and also the
belief of those who hold that bodies
are simple and incomposite. The view
of the Atomists will be rebutted here
because the division of magnitude is
an accident of and attendant upon
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78  Lawkari, Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-sidq, al-Tlm al-tabii, Ms Tehran University Mishkat
250, folio 87b lines 413, Ms Paris, Bibilothéque Nationale A 5900, folio 1b line 2—2a line 9.
See Marcotte, ‘Preliminary Notes ..., 144145 for an alternative English translation.

79 < (Ué;‘}ﬂ, margin.
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‘body’. Therefore, it is a matter that bl Jsiy oo cade dlay| [12:2]
needs to be investigated in natural - . ey e
philosophy. The rebuttal of the view Lfyyw‘ f’J 'Jled f?&u e f: > (“L !
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and, therefore, not simple. Now, even Est“‘L\ e A d)&; ‘ ) @ LL“
though the rebuttal of the view of the ¢ AY e &l21y &l 055 5 b bl
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demonstration of [the existence of] ol 818 s < obas LI
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which should be proven in meta-
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it elsewhere because the need of it “ R
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is great [in physics], the ones who C})w b &1 ‘:Lcj" gl “:’”‘b)\ C’“:”
[actually] use the proof being there.  laluadty bl wazmslb _ s (85 duuns y 4b)
The present book contains [some] ‘. Zw
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small treatises derived from the works b5 'V: ‘e i V'S:' L
of Aristotle, explained in detail by a3 Ay oy 3 0K K g
the Living Truth, Ibn Sina, may God .,

Vil |

grant peace to his grave and bless his oAl dtl 4
soul, abbreviated and explained by
us, and presented in the order that
Aristotle himself introduced. A table
of contents will precede each trea-
tise. God is the patron of success, and
power and strength are through Him
[alone).

4.2 Comments

As will be recalled, the natural philosophy section of the Bayan survives in two
copies: Ms. Tehran University Mishkat 250 and Ms. Paris BN A 5900. Of these,
the first is contained in a (near) complete copy of the Bayan, while the sec-
ond, not accompanied by any of the other parts of the Bayan, only has the first

8o < V:f , margin.
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five out of a total of eight books constituting this part of the Bayan. Also, the
Paris copy is later than the one in Tehran. However, there is more:looking at the
preamble to the part on natural philosophy, it becomes apparent that the two
copies are not identical. Even if the first difference regarding the ordinal num-
ber of this part of the Bayan (‘second’ or ‘first’) may be explained by assuming
that the copyist of Ms. Paris, not having the first part on the Logic at his dis-
posal, changed ‘second’ to ‘first’! such an explanation cannot account for the
insertion of the justification as to why the rebuttal of the view of the Atomists
is included in the natural philosophy part of the Bayan instead of in meta-
physics, which is the part where it is said to belong. This difference can only
be explained by assuming that the Paris copy contains another version of (this
part of) the Bayan than the one kept in Tehran. Combined with the fact that
the Paris copy of the Physics of the Bayan at ch. 18 § 9, ch. 20 §13 and ch. 25 §12
quotes sections from Avicenna’s Isharat (Namat v1.20—23, 1.24 and I1.7 respec-
tively) that are absent from the Tehran copy, even though elsewhere, the latter
does contain quotations from the Isharat, for instance in the Kitab al-nafs (Ms
Tehran Mishkat 250 fol. 138a ult.—138b 4, quoting Isharat, Namat 111.1; the Kitab
al-Nafs, Kitab al-nabat and Kitab al-hayawan are missing from ms. Paris), it
would seem that the archetype of Ms. Paris was a later, somewhat ‘upgraded’
version of the Bayan. As for LawkarT’s ‘... we have nevertheless placed it else-
where ..., this does not mean that he, against common practice, moved the
refutation of atomism from metaphysics to natural philosophy. After all, in Avi-
cenna’s Shifa’, the discussion of atomism takes place in natural philosophy, not
metaphysics.82 The person who moved it from the Physics to Metaphysics is Avi-
cenna’s student Bahmanyar,83 and therefore, Lawkari possibly wanted to make
a statement when he inserted this remark. Since sections 16 through 27 of chap-
ter 15 of the Physics of the Bayan draw directly on the Tahsil,3* it would have
been awkward to mention it among his sources without risking exposing him-
self to criticism for this. So what he appears to have done was remain faithful
to Avicenna by maintaining the subject’s placement inside the Physics while
acknowledging its more appropriate placement in the Metaphysics and tacitly
replacing some of Avicenna’s arguments with material taken from Bahmanyar’s
Tahsil.

81  In the available copies of the Metaphysics of the Bayan, two refer to it as the third part,
while in a third copy, the phrase ‘This is the third part of ..." is lacking. See edition Dibaji,
3 line 4, with notes.

82 Avicenna, Kitab al-Shifa*: al-Tabtiyyat, 1. al-Sama‘ al-tabi7, 185.7ff.

83 Bahmanyar, Kitab al-Tahsil, kitab 2, maqala1, fast 8, 3121f.

84  See the Concordance of Sources at the end of the Introduction.
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5 Lawkari, Bahmanyar and the Kitab al-Tahsil

In the apparatus to the text of the Bayan edited in this volume, Bahmanyar’s
Kitab al-tahsil is referenced 48 times as the source of LawkarT's Sam* al-kiyan
(i.e. the Physics), notably in chapters x111, xv and x1x.85 The apparatus to the
al-Sama’ wal-alam (de Caelo), also edited here, does not contain any such ref-
erence. A preliminary study of the remainder of the natural philosophy part of
the Bayan revealed that the Kitab al-nafs (On the Soul) is the only other book in
which the Tahsil plays a vital role. A future edition of that part will confirm this
in detail, making it possible to determine to what extent Bahmanyar shaped
LawkarT's ideas in that field.

Other parts of the Bayan, too, contain clear evidence of the importance of
the Tahsil in the compilation of this work. The Logic still needs to be analysed,
but the Tahsil is quoted (among other works) in the Eisagoge section of it, for
which cf,, e.g. Dibaji, Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-sidq. Al-Mantiq 1: al-Mudkhal,
121, notes 17 and 18. In the footnotes to Dibaji’s edition of the Metaphysics of
the Bayan, the Tahsil is referenced 77 times in the first part (al-iUm al-kullt) but
just once in the second part (al-rububiyyat).

The importance of Bahmanyar’s Kitab al-Tahsil immediately raises a ques-
tion about LawkarT'’s statement, at the beginning of his work, that he had looked
in vain for an intermediate yet comprehensive work on philosophy, which is
why he had decided to compile such a work himself. After all, Bahmanyar’s
Kitab al-Tahsil is precisely that: a relatively short handbook on the philosophy
of Avicenna, comprising Logic, Metaphysics, and Physics (in this order). It is
even practically the same size as the Bayan. So why did Lawkarl not mention
Bahmanyar in the Preamble to the Bayan or anywhere else? One explanation
could be that, for Lawkari, Avicenna and al-Farabi were the standard in phi-
losophy, so his use of other works was only in explanation of the former, and
then mostly Avicenna. Still, the Taksil, too, is to a large extent a compilation
of quotations in abridgement of the works of Avicenna,86 just like the Bayan,
allegedly the first work of its kind. Also, and more importantly, Bahmanyar is
cited as LawkarT's teacher in al-Bayhaqt's Tatimma (120.10). Now, if Bahmanyar
was LawkarT’s teacher, someone could say that one would expect some recog-
nition for this, some reference to his name or work somewhere, most of all in
a work like the Bayan. This is all the more true since, in those days especially,
a teacher-student relationship was one of voiced respect and justification of
one’s knowledge in some subject. So, was Lawkari then maybe not a student of

85  Ibid.
86 Bahmanyar, Kitab al-Tahsil, Introduction, 6.
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Bahmanyar? Ahmed H. al-Rahim questions their relationship, suggesting that
their age difference was too significant for this element of his biography to be
credible, but his argument is too weak and hypothetical to be acceptable.8” For
now, we must work with the information provided by al-Bayhaqi®® that Bah-
manyar died around 458/1066. Besides, we know that Lawkarl compiled his
table of contents to Avicenna’s Taligat in 503/1109-1110.8° Moreover, we know
that he died in old age,®® although his year of death is unknown. Accepting
their relationship involves no contradiction since Lawkarl may have been in
his twenties or early thirties when Bahmanyar passed away.?!

While a relationship is possible, it is unclear where they might have met;
Griffel suggests one of the centres of learning in Western Iran, such as Isfa-
han, Hamadan or Rayy.9? Regardless, in case they did, it was almost certainly
between Avicenna’s passing in 428/1037 and Bahmanyar’s death around 458/
1066, most likely somewhere in the last decade of his life.

One cannot rule out a teacher-student relationship between Bahmanyar and
Lawkari by pointing at the absence of any reference to Bahmanyar in the Bayan
or any of LawkarT's other surviving works. We only know that Lawkar1 decided
not to mention a work comparable to his own, which he demonstrably used on
many occasions in compiling the Bayan. Looking at the Tahsil and the Bayan,
we can see that they differ most of all in physics and metaphysics: their order
is reversed, and Bahmanyar appears to take a very personal approach to the
subject matter, emphasising and moving around some themes and omitting

87 Ahmed H. al-Rahim, ‘Avicenna’s immediate disciples’, 11 and 19. See also idem, The Creation
of Philosophical Tradition, 61, where he suggests that their relationship was invented by al-
Bayhaq or his informant to establish ‘an authoritative isnad for the transmission of the
Avicennan philosophical sciences in Khurasan. In his ‘Ibn Sina’s Companions’ (298-299),
al-Rahim (clearly drawing on D. Reisman, The Making of the Avicennan Tradition,188-190)
suggests that Bahmanyar may have met Avicenna for the first time as early as 404/1014 in
Rayy. As a result, the commonly held time of their first meeting, somewhere between 415
and 428 (1024-1037), would be wrong, making Bahmanyar’s commonly held death date
of 458/1066-1067 unlikely as well; unless one assumes that Bahmanyar was very young
when he met Avicenna, which al-Rahim deems not very likely. The result of all this is that
Lawkari cannot have been a student of Bahmanyar. The problem with al-Rahim’s account
(whose reproduction of Reisman is not entirely accurate) is that it involves (in Reisman’s
original account) one long chain of suppositions and ‘if’s that is not credible as it stands.
One cannot base any serious argument on such a series of interdependent hypotheticals.
The possibility that Lawkari was Bahmanyar’s student is therefore not compromised.

88  Al-Bayhaqi, Tatimmat Siwan al-hikma, 92.4.

89  Avicenna, al-Ta%igat, (95).

9o  Bayhagj, op. cit. 121.3-10.

91 For a similar view, see Marcotte, ‘Preliminary Notes ..., 138.

92 Griffel, The Formation of Post-Classical Philosophy in Islam, 185.
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many others. In this connection, Heidrun Eichner even refers to ‘Bahmanyar’s
concern with the elaboration of a new structure for the presentation of the
philosophical sciences.2 According to Malikov, it is ‘a pioneering attempt to
explain, comment, and implicitly deconstruct Avicenna’s philosophical system
in the form of verbatim exposition, summary, and paraphrase and, therefore,
al-Tahsil can be considered the first post-Avicennian treatise.94

It may well be that while valuable in many respects, the Taksil was just too
different and personal in its approach and presentation of Avicenna’s philoso-
phy to mention its use in the Bayan openly. Lawkari’s remark on the proper
place to reject the Atomists’ view without mentioning Bahmanyar (see 4.1
above) might support such an interpretation. After all, Lawkari draws on Bah-
manyar for paragraphs 16—27 of Chapter xv of the Physics of the Bayan, which
treats this subject.> In Bahmanyar’s Taksil, on the other hand, these paragraphs
are part of the Metaphysics, not the Physics. It seems that Lawkari did not want
to associate himself openly with someone whom he must have considered in
many ways as too radical without denying himself the opportunity to copy any-
thing useful from the Taksil into the Bayan.

More research involving the two works will be needed to determine the
extent of Bahmanyar’s innovations as compared to LawkarT's conservative pre-
sentation of Avicenna’s philosophy while incorporating elements from Bah-
manyar’s Kitab al-Tahsil.

6 Lawkari as a Transmitter of Avicenna and the Impact of the Bayan

The above raises a question regarding the importance of Lawkari as a trans-
mitter of Avicenna’s philosophy, generally and particularly in Khorasan. First
of all, there is the format of the Bayan. A compilation of quotations, today,
the Bayan would be called a ‘reader’ in philosophy. In the Preamble to the
Bayan quoted earlier, Lawkari claims to be the first to compile a philosophi-
cal talkhis of this kind, calling it (implicitly) a mukhtasar in the Preamble to
al-Tlm al-tabit. However, as we have seen earlier, a mukhtasar of Avicenna’s
philosophical curriculum in a comparable format had already been made by
Bahmanyar, the first to compile such a work in the history of Islamic philos-
ophy. Before then, we find many mukhtasar and talkhis works, either Greek

93  H.Eichner, The Post-Avicennian Philosophical Tradition and Islamic Orthodoxy: Philosoph-
ical and Theological summae in Context, 10.

94  Malikov, Bahmanyar’s al-Tahsil: A Study and Translation of Book Two—Metaphysics, 31.

95 Seethe Concordance of Sources at the end of this introduction.
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works in translation or works originally written in Arabic. The indices of book
titles to C. Brockelmann’s History of the Arabic Written Tradition (the English
version of his German Geschichte der Arabischen Litteratur) and F. Sezgin’s The
Arabic Writing Tradition, An Historical Survey (the English version of his Ger-
man Geschichte des Arabischen Schrifttums) contain numerous examples of
this. However, these all concern individual works, not complete philosophical
systems drawn from a series of books. Indeed, before Bahmanyar, we have no
reports on talkhis works covering a complete course in philosophy. This means
that as far as readers in philosophy go, Bahmanyar’s course on Avicenna has
precedence over Lawkari, even if Lawkarl may have stuck more rigidly to the
reader format than Bahmanyar, there being extremely little in the Bayan that
Lawkari himself could have written.

Another thing concerns the impact of Bahmanyar’s Taksil as compared to
LawkarT’s Bayan al-haqq. While it is likely that Lawkari played a vital role in
transmitting Avicennan philosophy in Khorasan, it is also true that of the
Bayan itself, preciously few copies have survived. Wars and other calamities
can explain the loss of much material, resulting in the identification of just four
copies of the Bayan worldwide, three in Tehran and one in Paris, only one being
(near-) complete. If we compare this to the Tahsil of Bahmanyar, we see that in
Iran alone, no less than 36 copies survive,?6 several being complete copies. Still,
one could argue that the amount of destruction in the urban centres of Kho-
rasan during the Mongol invasion was enormous. At the same time, the larger
cities of western Persia, like Isfahan, Tabriz and Shiraz, had all been spared,®”
which could explain the small number of (partial) copies of the Bayan as com-
pared to the surviving copies of the Tafisil. While this is a possible explanation,
one should also remember that Lawkar, in the general Preamble of the Bayan
quoted earlier, describes this work as a ‘guideline’ (dastur)%8 for his personal
use. Therefore, the Bayan is the very course material on which LawkarT’s classes
were based and not a book meant to circulate among the people in numbers in
his lifetime. In other words, while Bahmanyar’s Taksil was a literary reference,
a book with a readership, a work that people could consult, Lawkarl’s Bayan
was an educational tool in the hands of a teacher, a kind of course book to be
used every day in class that likely only started being circulated after his death.

96  M.Dirayati(ed.), Fikristigan-i nuskhaha-yi khatti-yi Iran, vol. 7, 234—238. Malikov, Bahman-
yar’s al-Tahsil ..., 234—236 moved this number up to 43. For copies outside Iran, see Malikov,
op. cit., 234, 236—237.

97 See D.O. Morgan, ‘Mongols’; AK.S. Lambton, ‘Shiraz’; V. Minorsky et al., ‘Tabriz’; A.K.S.
Lambton et al., ‘Isfahan’. o

98 Original Persian vocalisation, rather than the Arabicized dustar.
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This is also why publication of the Bayan is essential: it is a rare sample of a
teacher’s manual from the sth/iith-century Eastern Islamic world. Of course,
the Bayan also has importance as an additional textual witness for all the works
from which it quotes, above all, the Shifa’. However, its more general impor-
tance as a cultural document possibly outweighs its importance as a textual
witness for the sources from which it quotes.

7 Bayan al-haqq: al-Tlm al-tabit, the Manuscripts

7.1 MS Tehran University, Central Library, Collection Mishkat 250
(Plates 7-1)
Abu’l-Abbas al-Lawkari, Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-sidq. Arabic, paper, 223 fo-
lios, 29 lines to the page, ca. 22 words to the line; headings in red ink inserted on
completion of the main text. Sometimes, there was too little space, and head-
ings ran into the margin, e.g., on folio 13a. Sporadically, there are empty spaces
for diagrams that were never inserted, e.g. on folios 102a and 143b. The text was
copied in 601/1204-1205, as seen in the colophons of the first and the second
part of this work (folios 87a and 171b). Regular and clear hand throughout.%®
Copied in Isfahan, by ‘Uthman b. Muhammad b. ‘Uthman al-Shahrabadi, who
also was the first owner of this manuscript. Later owners, all mentioned on
folio 1a (Plate 7): 1) Hibatallah Yazdanbakhsh b. Badr al-Din b. Adam, Rajab
831/Apil-May 1428; 2) Fadlallah b. Muhammad al-Husayni, 987/1579-1580; 3)
‘Abdallah b. Shaykh Muhammad Ardakani Yazdi, 1017/1608-1609. On folio 1a,
there are five stamped seals of later date, which are difficult to read, besides
the stamp of ownership of Kitabkhana-yi Mishkat.
The work is in three parts, with two addenda:

1) Logic (mantiq, folios 1b—87a)
2)  Natural philosophy (al-ilm al-tabit, folios 87b—171b), in eight parts
3)  Divine philosophy in two parts:
i)  Metaphysics (Tlm ma ba'd al-tabi'a, 172a—198a)
ii)  OnKitab Athalujiya (ie. Theology, then attributed to Aristotle,'°° not
mentioned here) better known as Kitab al-rububiyyat, folios 198a—
212a

99 In the Introduction to his edition of the Metaphysics, page 24, Dibaji refers to significant
stains throughout the manuscript, which render the text illegible in places. Inspection of
the manuscript confirms the existence of these stains but not the illegibility of the text,
which is perfectly readable throughout.

100 See C. d’Ancona, ‘The Theology Attributed to Aristotle. Sources, Structure, Influence’. For a
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Addenda:

a)  Onsome ‘subtle notions’ (asrar) of metaphysics (folios 212a—218a)

b)  On politics and ethics (folios 218a—223a), incomplete, text breaking off at
the end of folio 223a.

Relatively few corrections, e.g. fol. 4b, right margin, correcting a homoioteleu-

ton (i.e.lapses in a text, based on identical words or phrases) from Bahmanyar’s

Tahsil, page 11 (ed. D1baji), and in the left margin of this same folio, a conjecture

(indicated by the letter z’) on the correct reading of mugawwiman in the text:

mugawwimat, confirmed in Dibaj1’s edition of the Tahsil, loc. cit. On folio 6a,

bottom, another conjecture in a later hand: ‘aradan instead of ‘aradiyyan. Else-
where, corrections mainly refer to text fragments that appear to have been

missed while copying.!®! There seem to be few independent comments, e.g.

in the upper left margin of folio 31a in the Logic, where an explanatory gloss

on truth and correspondence was added from a source called Jami‘, but which
could not be identified. Another example is a marginal gloss on folio 143a
involving the travelling of sound waves away from their point of origin, which
is also marked as such (hdashiya, ‘marginal gloss’). Sometimes the meaning of
some word is explained in the margin, like on folio 159b, right margin in the
middle, where the word lih@’ (bast, i.e. fibrous material obtained from plants
and used to make rope and the like) is explained as al-liha’ mamdud gishr al-
shay’ (bast: a thing’s long husk).102

Folio numbering in Arabic numbers, top left. Use of ‘abjad’ numbering!©3 in
places, such as folio 3b, listing the chapters of the Logic (on which see below).

Abjad numbers are also used for the quires, with, in this case, alternately five

numbered and five unnumbered folios (half-sheets).1* Upon inspection of the

manuscript, there turned out to be some missing folios:

(1) The first folio, preceding the title page, is missing because folio 2a, bot-
tom, carries sheet number ] in red, which means that it is the first half of
the third sheet of the first quire, consisting of five sheets. Therefore, the
preceding folio with the title page is the first half of the second sheet. Still,

detailed study, see P. Adamson, The Arabic Plotinus: a philosophical study of the Theology
of Aristotle.

101 See, for instance, folios 4b margin (= Bahmanyar, Tahsil, 1), 6b (= Avicenna, al-Shifa’, al-
Mantiq, al-Mudkhal 41.15-16), 14b left margin (= Avicenna, al-Shif@’, al-Mantiq, al-Maqulat,
7.8), etc.

102 Se also Ibn Manzar, Lisan al-Arab (any edition), 1-h-w".

103 Abjad numbers use Arabic letters instead of digits, e.g. ya-waw (from right to left) = 16.
See Stephen Chrisomalis, Numerical Notation. A Comparative History, 162-167.

104 Quires consisting of five folded leaves are called ‘quinions’. On quires in Arabic manu-
scripts, see, e.g. A. Gacek, Arabic Manuscripts. A Vademecum for Readers, 210-211.
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the other half of sheet A is there, which is folio 9. This can only mean that
the first folio was removed with some care.
(2) Between folios 194 and 199, one folio, but no text, is missing.10
(3) Between folios 218 and 219, one folio (sheet A of the last quire) and text
are missing.106 Starting from folio 2194, the first half of sheet B of the last
quire, the text runs without interruption until it breaks off on folio 223a.
The backside of folio 223a, viz. folio 223b, is not visible as another sheet of
paper was pasted onto it. Textual evidence shows that his quire only con-
sisted of 4 sheets (called ‘quaternion see Gacek loc. cit.) and that only the
first and the last folio (sheet A of this quire) are missing.
Folio 1a is the title page (see Plate 7). In the middle, there is in red the title,
the attribution to Lawkarl and the statement that it was abbreviated from the
works of Avicenna and al-Farabi. Above the title, there is the oldest statement
of ownership besides that of the first owner, Ibn ‘Uthman al-Shahrabadi, dated
831/1428 and referred to above. Under the title, there is a quatrain ascribed
to Avicenna.!%” Under this are the other two statements of ownership dating
from 987/1579-1580 and 1017/1608-1609 mentioned earlier. Then, on the left
side, is an aphorism stating that books outlive their authors.'°8 Bottom left is a
brief abjad numbering of the parts of the Logic, which must refer to the Shifa’
because none of the Bayan and its other known sources is ordered in this way:
arts ( funun) 9 (t), treatises (magqalat) 33 (1-j), and chapters ( fusul) 231 (r-l-a).
There is a note next to the quatrain, on the right, stating: abyat al-kitab
taqribu min ithnayn wa-thalathin alf wa-thalatha-mia wa-khamsa wa-thalathi-
na baytan: ‘The [number of ] bayts of the book approach|es] 32.335 bayt. Adam
Gacek mentions an interesting case where the number of lines in an jaza (a
study certificate) is indicated using the term bayt.1%° The lines of prose works,

105 This is possible using so-called ‘anomalous’ quires, consisting of just one leaf (a half-
sheet), on which see Gacek, op. cit., 211. On closer inspection, folio 195b shows that sheet
D of this quire (folio 193) is just a half-sheet, of which a surplus strip was pasted onto the
left margin of folio 195b.
106 Inthis case, it is the first folio of this quire: A, as it only starts with folio B (see the bottom,
in red) on folio 219a.
07 kel Olgr sbls & Jer ) dsls (2 Ol & Olsb 4w g3 oAl
sl g Gl A a S a Beaolal 208 SLA
‘Around some of these dim-witted fools, such experts on ignorance as to be true
champions of wisdom,
Be an ass! For asses that they are, they think anyone who is not is an infidel”
108 Jpde u'o;\ﬂ i Ll Ky a4k i L:LU e .L;\, ‘While authors die and get buried,
the written word remains.’
109 A. Gacek, Arabic Manuscripts, 59 bottom.
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too, were sometimes referred to as bayt, for instance, in Aqa Buzurg Tihrant's
Dhariain the lemma on the Arabic translation of Muhammad Bagir al-Majlist’s
(d. 1699 or 1700) Persian Jal@ al-‘uyun on the lives of the fourteen ‘immaculate
persons’ (sg. ma‘sum).11° As kindly mentioned by Mr Hakim of the National
Library of Iran, line numbers were sometimes also recorded to justify the cost of
producing a manuscript by a copyist. However, it cannot reference the number
of lines in this manuscript because these total 222 x 2 x 29 = 12.876 lines. More-
over, it does not look like much of the text is missing in this manuscript. Besides,
it seems hardly likely that the mathematical part that Lawkari added later (see
the Appendix) was about twice the size of the rest of the text. It would, there-
fore, seem that the most likely explanation is that the number of lines refers
to the archetype from which the Tehran copy was made. In that case, the folio
size of this archetype was 12.876/32.335 = c. 40 % of the folio size of the Tehran
copy (ceteris paribus).

Folio 87a is where the Logic ends. On this folio, we find, besides the explicit
of the Logic, written all over the folio, more than 10 Persian and some Arabic
quatrains, some single lines in Persian and Arabic, poetry or aphorisms, all of
which are personal effusions which have little to do with logic or philosophy. On
the bottom left, there is a definition of mystical intuition in the form of dhawq
(lit. ‘tasting’) and, more or less in the middle, a rather lengthy piece (200-250
words) containing a legal opinion involving the question of who is authorised
to dispose of money bequeathed to Sufis. Finally, near the bottom of the folio,
there is written that the Natural Philosophy part—which is the part that now
follows—contains 8 (h) arts, 35 (I-h) treatises, and [blank space] chapters, the
reference again likely being to Avicenna’s Shifa’.

The Natural Philosophy part ends on folio 171b. Apart from the explicit, in
which the name of the copyist, the place of copying and the date are mentioned
(see above), we also find several notes: one seems to be in the hand of the copy-
ist and is a quotation of a saying ascribed to Aristotle and which also occurs
in Mu‘in al-Din al-Nishapurt's Muntakhab Siwan al-hikma,'* the meaning of
which is that with sincerity one can solve even the most complex problems.!'?
Then there are three more notes in an identical hand but not the hand of the
copyist: 1) a ca. 100-word note on ‘Abd al-Manaf, the great-grandfather of the

110 Aqa Buzurg Tihrani, al-Dharia ila tasanif al-Shi'a, vol. 5, 125 record 513.

111 A. Badawi, Siwan al-hikma wa-thalath ras@’il. Ta'lif Aba Sulayman al-Mantiqi al-Sijistani,
138.8—9; D.M. Dunlop, The Muntakhab Siwan Al-Hikmah of Abu Sulaiman As-Sijistani, 41.19.
On the authorship of the Muntakhab, see the articles by Danishpazhth and Griffel men-
tioned above at the beginning of Section 2, first footnote.

2 A S e (o Sl s e V1
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Prophet, ending with a line of poetry by Ibn al-Ziba‘ra al-Sahma (first/seventh
cent.);!3 2) a note on ghouls (desert demons), ending with a line from Kad b.
Zuhayr's (first/seventh cent.) famous poem Banat Su‘ad; and 3) a note on the
use of amulets in case a woman has problems in childbirth, which also refers to
Yada b. ‘Ubayd (d. 209/825) and Sufyan al-Thawri (d. 161/778).114 At the bottom
left of this folio, there is a note on the structure of the third part that follows, i.e.
the Metaphysics, saying: 1 (a) art, 10 (y) treatises, and 54 (n-d) chapters. Again,
the reference must be to Avicenna’s Shifa’. As stated before, the end of this part
(i.e. of the addendum on ethics, economy and politics) is mostly missing.

7.2 MS Paris, Bibliothéque Nationale A. 5900 (Plates 1-6)

Abu 'l-Abbas al-Lawkari, Bayan al-haqq wa-daman al-sidg (wa-daman = bi-
daman in Ms Tehran, the standard reading). Only the part on natural philos-
ophy and comprising just the first five out of eight books. Arabic, paper, 129
folios, mostly 21lines to the page, on average around 12 words to the line. Head-
ings and separations in red ink. Folios 1b until 4b in a later hand.

Besides the title Kitab fi usul ilm (sic) al-tabit, with to the right the Ara-
bic number 109 and below, underlined, the name Hasan with the number 15
underneath, there are two notes of ownership on folio 1a (Plate 1): one by ‘Ali
b. Amrallah b. Muhammad and dated 975/1567-1568, and the other, below the
first and undated, by Mukhtar Ahmad, mudarris bi-madrasat Aya Sifiya. Some
other manuscripts also contain a note of ownership by one ‘Ali b. Amrallah b.
Muhammad, such as: 1) Ms. Tehran University, Mishkat 426 (kalam), with the
date Shaban 970/April-May 1563;1'> 2) Ms. Istanbul, Kopriilii 115 ( figh, Han-
bal1), with the date Dhu '1-Qa‘da 974/May—June 1567 (acquired in Cairo);!6 3)
Ms. Qum, Mar‘ashi 383 (rahw), with the date 974/1566-1567;17 4) ms. Tehran,
Tehran University, Central Library 6747 (mantiq, falsafa), marked ‘Qustan-
tiniyya, no date.!'8 All these manuscripts date from before the tenth/sixteenth
century. There is a good chance that these five texts, two on logic and philoso-
phy, were all owned by the same scholar of whom we know that he lived and

113 P. Minganti, ‘Il poeto meccano ‘Abdallah b. al-Ziba‘ra, 351 1x first line, with 329—330.

114 Travis Zadeh, ‘An Ingestible Scripture—Qur’anic erasure and the limits of popular reli-
gion), 113.

115 M.T. Danishpazhuah, Fihrist-i kitabkhana-yi ihda*-i-yi Muhammad Mishkat bih kitabkhana-
yi Danishgah-i Tihran, vol. 3.1, 589—591.

116 Ibn Rajab, al-Dhayl ‘ala Tabaqat al-Hanabila, vol. 1, n7-18; R. Sesen et al., Catalogue of
manuscripts in the Kopriilii Library, vol. 1, 569.

117 M. al-Mar‘ashi al-Najafl, Nawadir al-makhtitat al-‘arabiyya min al-qarn al-thalith ila -
sadis al-hijri fi Maktabat Ayatullah al--Uzma al-Mar ‘ashi al-Najafi al-Kubra, 25-26.

118 M.T. Danishpazhah, Fihrist-i Kitabkhana-yi Markazi-yi Danishgah-i Tihran vol. 16, 351.
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worked in Cairo and Istanbul and that he was alive in 975/1567-1568. Name,
time and place strongly suggest this. The one who comes to mind is ‘Al&” al-Din
‘Ali Celebi b. Amrallah b. Muhammad, nicknamed al-Hinna1 (he dyed his beard
with henna, d. 979/1571, in Edirne), an Ottoman judge who lived and worked in
Damascus, Cairo, Bursa, Edirne and Istanbul, in that order.119

‘Al b. Amrallah’s note of ownership occurs on folio 1a. In contrast, the three-
and-a-half folios copied in a later hand start on folio 1b and end on folio 4b (see
Plates 2 and 3, right image), the backside of this folio. Thus, these three-and-
a-half folios (five pages) must have been written in or before 975/1567-1568,
which is compatible with the circumstance that the rest of the manuscript was
written in a fifteenth-century hand as stated in the catalogue.

At the end of this manuscript, on folio 12gb, there is a name, repeated twice,
probably meant as another note of ownership, but undated: Yasuf b. Makin al-
Mutatabbib. Then, in the margin of this same folio, written vertically and hard
to read, there is what appears to be a note of selling, stating ‘al-mushtari (‘the
buyer’) Isma‘1l’ (under the name possibly the letters ta™-alif (91?7)) and ‘al-ba’i‘
(‘the seller’) ..." and, somewhat lower in the margin, again: ‘al-ba’i* Majd ... al-
Bahrf.

On this last folio, there are also eight lines of poetry ascribed to (a certain)
al-Shafiv, referred to as someone who is no longer alive (radiya "llahu ‘anhu,
‘may God be pleased with him’). These lines, from a poem on the self-denying
qualities of the true scholar, were written by al-Qadi al-Jurjani al-Shafi, Abu 'l-
Hasan ‘Al1 b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (d. 392/1001), who practised as a judge in Rayy and
Nishapur. The poem concerned is quoted in various sources, varying in length
and order, among them in Salah al-Din al-Safad1’s (d. 764/1363) Kitab al-waft
bil-wafayat,'>° where it has two lines more and a slightly different order.

Folio 5a to 8a (almost) full diacritics (see e.g. Plate 3, left image), rest inciden-
tally. Marginal corrections throughout, mainly in the hand of the scribe and, in
most cases, adding some missing word(s) or phrase(s). Apart from the many
homoioteleutons,?! text may initially have been missing for many reasons like
problems with the archetype or even sloppy reading. Besides corrections, there

119 R Sellheim, “Izzaddin al-Husaini’s Autograph seiner Silat at-Takmila: Traditionarier-Bio-
graphien des 7./13. Jahrhunderts’, 172-173, See also C. Brockelmann, History of the Arabic
Written Tradition, Supplement vol. 2, 659.

120 Salah al-Din al-Safadi, Kitab al-waft bil-wafayat vol. 21,157.18-158.8; see also ‘Abd al-Fattah
Abu Ghudda, Safahat min sabr al-ulama’ ‘ala shad@’id al-‘ilm wal-tahsil, 352—354. For aref-
erence to al-Qadi al-Jurjani in European sources, see C. Brockelmann, History of the Arabic
Written Tradition, Supplement vol. 1, 196, and F. Sezgin, The Arabic Writing Tradition. An
Historical Survey, vol. 2, 530.

121 E.g folios 53, 7a, 144, 14b, 15b, 163, 194, 21b, 23b, 244, 24b, 25b, 28b, 29b, etc.
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are some marginal explanations!?? and comments, mainly in a hand differ-
ent from the copyist’s.!?3 There are signs of collation—indicated by the words
nuskha (‘copy’)1?* or balagha,'?> ‘reached’, to mark a point where the collation
was interrupted—and at the end of the first and the fifth part, the text is also
marked as having been collated and (now) found to be correct.126

Initially, the manuscript consisted of 18 quires. We find their ordinal num-
bers in Arabic—not all—on the following folios:

TABLE 3 Ms. Paris BN A. 5900, quire
numbers on folios (recto)

23=4 79=11
31=5 88=12
39=6 96 =13
47=7 104 =14
55=8 12 =15
63=9 114 =17
71=10 122 =18

Besides an uninterrupted numbering in Western numbers from 1 through 129,
there are also older abjad numbers to mark the folios, as shown in Table four
below (with deviant abjad numbers marked in Western numbers to the right):

TABLE 4  MS. Paris BN A 5900, Western vs. abjad numbering of the folios (recto)

1 72 13 20k
2 14 yd 21ka
3 15yh 22 kb
4 10 16 yw 23 kj
5 1 18 yh 24 kd
6 12yb 19 yt 25 kh

122 E.g folio 24b top.

123 E.g folios 41b, 42a, 72a.

124 See folio 8b.

125 See folios 8a, 68a, 714, 754, 89a, 974, 99a, 103a, 110b.

126 Folio 78b: sahha wa-qubila; 129a: qubila wa-sahha. It needs to be clarified why parts 2, 3
and 4 do not have this, but possibly because they were read together with part 5 at the
end of which there is such a marking. Part 1 has 78 folios and the other parts together 51,
so reading in two sessions (with breaks) is certainly possible.
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TABLE 4  Ms. Paris BN A 5900, Western vs. abjad numbering of the folios (recto) (cont.)

26 kw 52 nb 78 ‘h 104 qd

27 kz 53 1j 79t 105 gh

28 kh 54 nd 8o fb 82 106 qW

29 kt 55 nh 811 83 107 qz

30l 56 nw 82 fa 81 108 gh

3ila 57 Nz 83 th 85 109 qt

321b 58 nh 84f 8o 110 qy

33]j 59 nt 85 fw 86 111 qya

341d 60s 86 fd 84 12 qyb

351h 61sa 87 fz ugqyt 19
36 lw 62 sb 88 th 1n4qk 120
371z 63 sj 89 ft nsqgka 121
381h 64 sd 9o's u6gkb 122
391t 65 sh g1sa u7qkj 123
40m 66 sw 92 sb u8qkd 124
41ma 67 sz 93 §j ug gkh 125
42 mb 68 sh 94 sd 120 gkw 126
43 mj 69 st 95 sh 121gkz 127
44 md 70 ¢ 96 sw 122 gkh 128
45 mh 71a 97 sz 123 gkt 129
46 mw 72b 98 sh 124 ql 130
47 mz 73 99 st 125 q??

48 mh 74 d 100 q 126

49 mt 75 ‘h 101 qa 127qlj 133
501N 76 ‘w 102 gb 128

51na 772 103 qj 129

It is immediately apparent that some things are not in order. For one thing,
the first three quire numbers are missing, but the text is there, even if the first
four folios were replaced. Quire 16 is missing, and three of the leaves (bi-folios)
of quire 15 are also lost. This is apparent if we consider the numbering of the
folios. For if we look at these, we see that, in the case of quires 15 and 16, there
is a jump from folio 112 (Western & abjad) to 119 (abjad, the Western number
being 113), 112 and 119 representing what are in reality the first and the second
folio of the only leaf of quire 15 to remain. Then, on folio 114 Western = 120 abjad
starts quire 17. From all this, we can deduce that the person who inserted the
Western numbers had the manuscript in front of him the way it is now; by con-
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trast, the one who put the abjad numbers was looking at a manuscript in which
quire 15 was still complete while quire 16 was already missing. Folio 114, which
has the abjad number 120, is in its proper place, and so are folios 125 through
129, of which only folio 127 has a clear abjad number: 133. There are also some
problems between folios 80 and 86 in the Western numbering.!?” The correct
order of these folios is the one shown by the abjad numbers so that the correct
order is (Western numbers to the left, abjad numbers to the right):

79=79
84 =80
82=81
80=82
81=83
86 =84
83=85
85 =286
87=87

Quire 11, which runs from folio 79 through 87, has nine instead of 8 folios (i.e.,
four leaves or bi-folios). This is because at the end of folio 81b Western = 83b
abjad, a mistake was made by homoioteleuton. As a result, a piece of text was
initially left out. Later, this was corrected by striking out the last three and a
half lines of folio 81b Western = 83b abjad and inserting the text that had acci-
dentally been omitted on folio 86a Western = 84a abjad while putting the text
that had been erased at the end of folio 81b Western = abjad 83b on folio 86b
Western = 84b abjad (see Plate 6). This extra folio, containing less than the
usual amount of text because it just had to include the initially omitted text,
was subsequently inserted between folios 83 and 85 abjad (81 and 83 in the
Western numbering). Later, the manuscript got into disorder and was put back
together wrongly before a (presumably) Western librarian put in the Western
numbers. The addition of the first four folios to replace missing text must have
taken place after the insertion of the abjad numbers, as these are missing from
these folios. The absence of abjad numbers from folios 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 126,
128 and 129 is most likely due to missing folio corners because these folios must
all have been part of this manuscript all along.

127 Thiswas already noted by Lemay, Notices, 425, who re-ordered the folios according to their
abjad numbers, as shown above. Further study of the manuscript confirmed the correct-
ness of this numbering.
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Interestingly, there is another gap of around 370 words in the text on folio 13a
(Western and abjad), line 10, between the words wa-nisba and hin@’idhin. This
gap must have been there from the very start and likely represents the num-
ber of words on a single folio of the archetype used by the copyist or, more
likely, of a copy upwards in the chain of transmission. Quires 1, 2, and 3 must
originally have divided 22 folios between them. This is because, with the newly
added four folios in the beginning, Western and Abjad numbering concur until
the place where things went wrong with the manuscript before the insertion of
the Western numbers. These three quires most likely consisted of two quater-
nions with four leaves (bi-folios) spanning eight folios each and one ternion,
composed of three leaves spanning six folios. It is no wonder that the ordinal
number for quire one is missing, given the subsequent replacement of the first
four folios.

As for the missing quire numbers two and three, there still is no explana-
tion.

8 This Edition

81 General

As with any edition, a choice had to be made as to which of the two copies of
the text could serve as a basis for the edition. The Tehran copy had the best
papers if age were our sole criterion. However, this copy has many more lapses
in the text than the one preserved in Paris (disregarding the missing folios),
while the latter is also likely based on an ‘upgraded’ version of Lawkari’s Bayan
as is suggested, among other things, by the presence of quotations from Avi-
cenna’s Kitab al-Isharat wal-tanbihat that are not found in the Tehran copy and
also by explanations inserted in the Preamble to this second part of the Bayan
which are not found in the Tehran copy either.!?8 For this reason, the Paris copy
was chosen as a basis, except for the missing folios. In the case of equally pos-
sible readings, the reading of Ms. Paris will be retained, even if it is hard to
understand, considering it represents a later edit.

No effort was made to produce a text based on the existing editions of the
sources (Shifa’, Tahsil, and Isharat especially) as none of these is sufficiently
reliable to be used as such. In the case of the Shifa’, the readings of the Bayan
were sometimes found to concord with the established text of the editions, at
others with one or more of the witnesses cited in the footnotes. Because of

128 Cf. Section 4.2 above.



36 INTRODUCTION

this, and similar cases existing for Lawkari’s other sources,'?® the Bayan is a
potentially significant early witness to be used in much-needed authoritative
editions of its sources, more than a work whose readings could be finalised by
having recourse to any of those sources in their existing editions.

8.2 Middle Arabic

The Arabic of the Bayan is the Arabic of its sources. These were written in Clas-
sical Arabic, intermingled with a mixture of Classical and spoken Arabic called
‘Middle Arabic’!30 Still, since we are dealing with a transmitted text, we shall
never know to what extent Middle Arabic was a feature of Lawkari’s sources or
whether (some of) these features were introduced by him or later copyists. In
the end, it matters little. Deviations from Classical Arabic exist at the orthogra-
phy, morphology, or syntax level.

8.2.1 Orthography and Morphology
The following types of deviant orthography and morphology encountered in
the manuscripts used for this edition (F = copy Paris and T = copy Tehran) will
not be reproduced:'3!
(1) Hamzals2
a.  Missing: F 2b 19 sls, instead of {¢sle; F18b 2 La) 2 and T g3a ante-
pen. L &, instead of Li| &; F 18b 8 Laew¥l and T 93b 2 Laz. V!
instead of sLazw¥I; F 41b 10 oLVl and T 104a 4 ol V! instead of
ssLxY); F 19a margin, left and T 93b 17 Q:.l\ instead of p}:.l\; F 38a
9 4a 4 instead of ¥»4; F 412 7 '~ instead of ¢ .
b.  Replaced by an alif: T 11ob 5 s|:~ (3 instead of £~ (3; by a waw:
F 49a margin, second line: |, ~, instead of s »; by a ya* T88a6 ¢ sk,
instead of {¢sls; T 103a 5th flgom below: s =<l and (¢ ;& and F 46a 2

<.~ and (¢ =, instead oszp;ﬂ\ and T;.é,
(2) Analif instead of an alif magsira at the end of a word F 24b 18 L instead

of s (for z¢).133

129 See, for instance, the opening lines of the Physics of the Bayan, ch. 13 in this edition and
the opening lines of Bahmanyar’s Ta/sil 11.6, with notes; the Physics of the Bayan ch.19 § 6
opening lines li-annahu la@ yamtani‘ an yakun and Avicenna’s Taligat, 414.12 with note o;
the Physics of the Bayan ch. 25 § 11 inna l-jism alladhi la mayl fihi bil-quwwa ... and Avi-
cenna, Isharat 21713, with note 12, etc.

130 For a general introduction to Middle Arabic, see, for instance, J. Lentin, ‘Middle Arabic..

131 This is unless a feature is referred to in a footnote, in which case it will be marked by an
asterisk.

132 See]. Blau, A Handbook of Early Middle Arabic, pp. 32—33 §17 and 40 § 49.

133 Blau, op. cit., 32 §16.
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(3)
(4)

134
135
136

137
138
139
140
141
142
143

Supersession of dad by za* F 36b 15 _laa! for g:,-;a.gj\.lsét

Assimilation of the lam of the definite article when the first letter of a
noun is a lam, found mainly, if not uniquely, in the Paris manuscript: F 2gb
3 Vs (=5 Ny), F32b 3—4 40 5lae Y1y (40 slze MI4).135 An analogous case

is the apparent assimilation of final and initial mim in F 57a12 ;) (= %j
o) and F 57b 16 dzll A (= el pé\).l%

Shortening of a long vowel occurring in phonetic spelling in a syllable
closed by the following definite article: F 52a 11 (-L“’-‘YL e for el

rl.p,-‘\(\ and F 61a 15 _sels! for jee! 131137 It would seem that F 23b 8 oVl

for o \fl represents a similar case even if there are strictly speaking two
syllables, which may, however, have been contracted in dictation or have
sounded that way.

An alif ‘otiosum’ or redundant alif after a waw at the end of a word: F 18a
1415~k and T 93a 22 15 5~ l2e; F 23b 11 1 50 and T 95a 22 142138
Lengthening of the last vowel of the jussive of verbs whose third radical
is a waw or a y@ (‘tertiae infirmae’): F 35a 12 142 e (also adding an alif
otiosum) instead of & 9.139

Omission of the final nin of the dual ending -ayn in status absolutus: T 96b
1 b instead of (pls 140

Dual superseded by the plural, and if of inanimate objects, agreement
through feminine singular: T 96b g Lz (5 41... 5L, ¢-)) instead of Lz
and T u2b 19 Cw instead of L.

Dual in casus rectus instead of a required casus obliquus: T 99a 1 0L sluis
(o OUEGYN 0,53 instead of (py 5lue.142

The similarity of fa’/qaf and ‘ayn when in median position is found
chiefly, if not exclusively, in the Paris manuscript: F 31b 5 2 » (= (2 2);
F55b 2 a (= ) Strictly speaking, this is not a feature of Middle
Arabic, but it does come under orthography.

Blau, op. cit., 34 § 20.

Comparable to 01! instead of O1il)l as reported in Blau, op. cit., 36 § 27.

Blau, op. cit., 31 § 11. The first occurrence was subsequently corrected to a . While not iden-
tical, these cases would seem to be comparable to the phenomenon mentioned in Blau.
Blau, op. cit., 32 §14.

Blau, op. cit. 35 § 25, where this alif is called an alif fasila.

Blau, op. cit., 41 § 54

Blau, op. cit., 42 §61.

Blau, op. cit., 42 § 59.

G. Khan, ‘Middle Arabic), 823.

F. Bauden, ‘Magqriziana xv: The Characteristics of al-Maqrizi’s Handwriting) p. 202 Table
5.15, which shows a similarity between median ‘ayn and fa’.
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(12) Missing alif: F 56b 18 _d\= instead of Ll 144

(13) A ya’ instead of an alif magsura (in the example, an alif because of the
pronominal suffix -huma): T 109b penult. L. 4| instead of L&l 1145

(14) Elision of final -h: T 96b 16 .23 instead of 4.2:2.146

(15) Addition of a ya’ to words ending with -in: T g1a 3 (lxs instead of Olas;
T 107b 15 (¢ s2us instead of siwe 147 ’

(16) Sin instead of sad and vicé versa: F 20a ult. daw |3LJI instead of LAl
dae and F 71a antepenult. 5220 instead of (y  sun2e.148

8.2.2 Syntax

At the syntax level, the most frequent feature of Middle Arabic in our manu-
scripts is a lack of concord of gender.*® This may affect verbs, nouns, pronouns,
and pronominal suffixes. In each case, these will be marked by an asterisk
(*) in the main text if occurring in our base manuscript F. In case of differ-
ent readings in F and T, this will be recorded in the footnotes, where neces-
sary, marking Middle Arabic by an asterisk as well. An other example is the
marking of the direct (accusative) object with ila instead of /i at F 87b 19—20
al-ajsam al-mulaqgiya ba'duha ila akhar5° While it may have resulted from
an oversight, from the point of view of Middle Arabic, the sentence is ‘well
formed.

8.2.3 Dotting, Vocalisation, Interpunction and Division of the Text

Dotting is sparse in F and slightly less so in T. This being the case, it will some-
times not be possible to determine whether the sources of the Bayan, Lawkari,
or a copyist had a Middle Arabic reading in mind. It was decided to follow the
rules of cA to fix the dotting in each case because there is no viable alternative
for establishing the text. This means we only know in cases with explicit Middle
Arabic features that the text was read this way. In cases where a chosen reading
differs from the one in the manuscripts, this will be reported in the footnotes.

144 Blau, op. cit., 44 § 74.

145 S.Hopkins, Studies in the Grammar of Early Arabic,14-16 §12.

146 Blau, op. cit. 34 § 22 and 36 § 29.

147 Blau, op. cit., 41 § 57.

148  Blau, op. cit,, 34 §19. In this case, deviant readings are mentioned in a footnote and marked
with an asterisk to indicate that it is a case of Middle Arabic.

149 Blau, op. cit., 46 §82. Note that in cases where a noun that typically requires a feminine
verb is preceded by a verb rather than followed by it, this verb may also take a masculine
form. So, these cases do not represent a use of Middle Arabic.

150 L. Edzard, “Linguistic and cultural features of an Iraqi Judeo-Arabic text of the qgisas al-
’anbiya’ genre”, 89.
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In all the other cases, the reader may assume that readings were either present
in the manuscripts or absent but required by the rules of Classical Arabic.

Vocalisation has been limited to cases where the reader might have difficulty
understanding the text.

Interpunction is sparse, mainly limited to commas, full stops and an occa-
sional question mark.

In the edition, the division of the text into paragraphs is based on conve-
nience. It does not reproduce any of the divisions found in the manuscripts of
the Bayan or the printed editions of any of its sources.



APPENDIX

Lawkari on Mathematics

A Fragment from the riyadiyyat of the Bayan al-haqq

Besides logic, natural philosophy and metaphysics, Avicenna’s Shifa’ also con-
tains a section on mathematics in its various applications (arithmetic, geome-
try, music, and astronomy).! In the Preamble to the Logic of the Bayan al-haqg,
Lawkarl explains why this work does not contain a section on mathematics
as one might expect from a comprehensive ‘reader’ on philosophy as is the
Bayan:?

‘This work is divided into three large 69\)1{ oSk L) fw.u <&l sy
books: logic, natural philosophy, and Tels AN W) L) Ll |
divine philosophy. As for mathemat- Q\’J y GL A’J ? é’) 5 o
ics, countless scholars have written 48 L/Y‘ ‘}"5 (“;" 4 LS’ SV G’L)‘
on it and exhausted the topic. How- u"/ c} slys J,y\ 4»\}\ d\; e \,w;

ever, if God delays my appointed time

and allows me to linger a little longer, O"L of £ b SR e gl l’ J'@'u
I will append to this book what is "AL“L
appropriate for a work of this kind.

Even if the promised appendix has never turned up,?® A fragment survives in a
manuscript at Utrecht University in the Netherlands. The fragment is part of
an undated Zij, or set of astronomical tables, of anonymous authorship, possi-
bly composed in Central Asia after the Seljugs came to power in the sth/1ith
century.* The hand leaves the impression that the manuscript dates from the

1 See also above, Section 3.2, 6).

2 Lawkari, Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-sidq, Ms Tehran University, Mishkat 250, fol. 1b lines 22—
24.

3 That this appendix did indeed exist is confirmed by Abu ‘Ali al-Hasan b. ‘Al1 al-Marrakushr’s
(d. 660/1262) use of precisely the part containing the passage published here in his treatise
on spherical astronomy called the jami‘ al-mabadi’ wal-ghayat (cf. S. Mohammad Mozaf-
fari, ‘Astronomical observations at the Maragha observatory in the 1260s-1270s, 632, with
note 118).

4 PA. Tiele, Catalogus codicum manu scriptorum Bibliothecae Universitatis Rheno-Trajectinae
vol. 1, 340 no. 1442; P. Voorhoeve, Handlist of Arabic manuscripts, 406 Utr. Or. 23. The manu-
script can be consulted online at http://objects.library.uu.nl/reader/index.php?obj=1874-273
459&lan=en#page//90/01/69/90016901955224937252432063232423077858.jpg/mode/1up (ac-

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL BV, LEIDEN, 2025 DOI:10.1163/9789004725485_003
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6th/12th century. Written in the hand of the copyist of the Zij, the fragment
occurs on folios gv and gr (in that order) of this mMs., whose folios are num-
bered on the right-hand side from the back of the volume to the front. The
text is introduced as a quotation from LawkarT’s Bayan al-haqq bi-daman al-
sidg, which means that before he died, Lawkari found the time to write the
appendix on mathematics promised in the Preamble to the Bayan. Incomplete,
the fragment represents the beginning of Lawkarl’s description of an instru-
ment of his invention in replacement of the ‘armillary sphere’ (dhat al-halag), a
three-dimensional model of the celestial sphere constructed from metal rings.
As stated by Lawkari, assembling the traditional armillary sphere is complex,
involving the mounting together of g (the kamila variant) or 6 (the kafiya vari-
ant) rings. According to his compressed description, his invention would only
require one ring and a quarter and, therefore, be easier to handle and put
together. Then follows a technical discussion about the observation of the stars
and the movements of the planets, which breaks off at the end of folio gr. Here
follows the text, published for the first time:5

Ms Utrecht University 1442 (Or. 23), Folios gv and gr

w\mﬁ\m%au\ Sleiay 51 0L OF e b s cf:,)\ o)l o (V)
Jlanzrd e opr 328 (TSN iz 50 8 e U o g1 4 (85 ol 3y G 15 0
oo L 1 Bl oy V1w oS0 oLl slo, N1 6B (5 JB L) il
cb}\\.lbé‘.@"iﬁ;w\ﬂ\L"g.\_jé;'c“iuﬁjb)éuf:é;&b Ol o o L i
o Jy LSS mmse Jead o Liie 0,805 33Ty @1 ORI 3 BUI 56 0,5
db LLLM.MN‘_) L}'\;\ Rk Ju‘f Lsaudufw\; 28 LS” Mju\ o-\bj al‘}[\ PRTS d\ J}Q.A
cu%@f&b@a&a@bcqu\&eKu.\é\wijb:u\g
Cuu\wwmwu\m, @w&ﬂJuwuwwu.@\uum\,

cessed 29 November 2019). Professor Jan Hogendijk of Utrecht University was kind enough
to facilitate access to this manuscript.

5 Further study of this manuscript might well reveal the presence of other fragments of Law-
karT’s mathematics in it.

6 MsS ng\. In the bibliographical sources, Lawkari is not credited with a Kitab al-arsad, so
possibly it was a chapter or section of the m al-hay‘a or astronomy, astronomy in those days
being regarded as a branch of mathematics (riyadiyyat).
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SN Sl £ 5 K BN Jd, 350 G 03] b Wl s by Bl U] 43
Lol 2.3 91 22 by Lo 8 ) STV s g0l O} 558 Eots o Viny S
(91) 2 s LB m 2 LT 2n 532 0y a2l ol a5 323U LS5,
§ G 13 Jlansad ) 383 A3 L5 o 331 L m ey 2l oy
2o e o U o 2 1L a5l o L 3 1315 ol DMl e [ ] 5o
o gl b Jow ST A1 el e 68 (S8 pose 32 7epe dlotal U]
4 otl) B 2 Ty 9ol a0 (20 m 13 Bk o FLay i VST 13] nat
Wby o 48 3 ol U 31 2axll 5501 5 sl dlaey IV Jiby
05 L Al el O skl OB o 35l B, VIl e (g2 Lo
A B Ul Lnin o im0 5321 a1 2500 DRI LT e W s e
o A5 BV e el 057 ke tnis g0 o p k5 8 OFT b ST min e B
Sl ) Gl B o e 0 spaie i Gl e oS 3 0s A B3 3
Gy SIS polye e ) ) Wb ol gl 3 gl o ols s 10 0
Jo 1002 ) Oleldl VT oy el e BELL ] o o st B8 3] SIS

e 3P Al O 131y Gl ey A

7 Over min, there is fi in the hand of the scribe, struck out in black ink by a different hand,
much later.

8 Sic. The alif used here, not employed in Standard Arabic, is called an ‘alif otiosum’ and
is typical of Middle Arabic. See e.g. Jérome Lentin, ‘Normes orthographiques en moyen
arabe: sur la notation du vocalisme bref; 224—225 (alif al-wigaya).

In the margin, we read: s ) &,

10  Sic.



Concordance of Sources

G e Lk

* =
-

L
L2
L3
Ly1g
L5
L 1.6
L1y
L8
Lig
L 10
Lt

Ly ma
L 112
L3
Ling

Abbreviations!

Avicenna, Kitab al-Shifa’ (ed. Cairo), al-Tabiiyyat vol. 1, al-Sama“ al-tabit
Avicenna, Kitab al-Shifa’ (ed. Cairo), al-Tabriyyat vol. 2, al-Sama’ wa-Il-alam
Avicenna, Kitab al-isharat wa-l-tanbihat (ed. Zari)

Avicenna, Kitab al-najat (ed. Danishpazhiih)

Bahmanyar, Kitab al-tahsil (ed. Mutahhar)

Lawkarl, Bayan al-haqq, Sam‘ al-kiyan

Lawkarl, Bayan al-haqq, al-Sama wal-‘alam

Fasl1, §1

Marks a passage from L or .2 disrupting the sequential order of correspon-
dence below, allowing for fast identification of passages not found where one

could hope to find them.

Marks sources other than L2 or _..%, mostly Bahmanyar’s Kitab al-tahsil, for

quick identification
“hlgo Ve L Ls b st Voo L
abbog V) Ve ki L 116 abbog VA o e ki
ahloy 1 Ve bt Ly eyt r Ve b2
ablbgo pAue ki L 18 ab by \v WV e hd
ab by \¥ A2 Lo Li1ng abbogvo Ve L
ab by VvV o A2 b L 110 ableyro 1AL L
a\:liln}ﬁuw\\uo.h.ﬁ Lt * Qb;/\bw\’oué.la.&
ablogvo 1o L Lz * ablogye 1o o Lo
whlost rave Lt Lz * ahloy V10 oo bt
ablogq pave La L1rag * ablogo i e bt
ab g1t iV e L

L1111 ablog\v vy o L

ablogt o \W e L L2 abloy ¥ vy oo L
ablog )y ¥ e Li Liing ablog v oYY o Ll
ab by ¥ Vg e b L1114 ablyo ryy o b

ahlog Ve 1t e b2

1 ‘Source’ refers in most cases to (near) literal quotations and, besides, to paraphrases and pas-
sages of more general inspiration. This is also why each reference is introduced by the blanket
term ‘compare’ (,8). The source may be associated with the whole or just with part of a
paragraph, as the case may be.

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL BV, LEIDEN, 2025 DOI:10.1163/9789004725485_004
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Ly va
Ly1ve
Ly1vg
Ly1vg
Lvs
L 1v.6
Lvy
L1v.8
L1vg

Lyva
Ly v
Lv3

L via
Lyviz
Livig
Livig
Lvis
Ly vi6
Ly vy
L, vis

L vina
L vire
Lyvirg
Lving

L vira
Ly virne
Ly virng
Ly viing
Ly viing
Ly viine
Ly vy
Ly vine8
L viing
L virwio

ahloy g va o Lad
chlogy oy oo ad
ablog v o v o i
ab by o ¥y e has
abbog \v ¥y o i
ablog ) ¥y o L
chlog A vy oo Ll
chlog A vy oo L2
ablog e o vy o L

ahlog A oo Ye b2
ableyV rvo o hi
abloyv r vy o L

ablog A A o b2
ad Log \¥  tA 2 Lt
ad Log ¥ v 84 o ket
ad Log IA 84 o Lt
chlosnron o b
whlos )y ror o L2
chlest oY oo Lt
ablogys oy o bl

ah oyt oy o bl
ahlogye oy o Ll
ablog ¥ ot o L
ahlosye ot o L2

whlos g o0 o b2
whles v roo o Lt
whlos ¥ oo L
ablegVv o e ks
ablog VY o o L2
ableg v oV e L
“hleg1s oy o bl
“hlosV oA o L
b log ¥ r oA o L
ahlosnroq o L2

L xa
L 1x.2
b 1x.3
L 1x.4
b 1x.5
L, 1x.6
Lx7

Lxa
Lix2
Lx3
S
Lxs
b x.6

L x11
L x1.2

Lxr3*

Ly x1.4
L x15
L x1.6
L x17
L x1.8
L x1.9
L x110
L x1n
Ly x112
L, x113
Ly x114
L x115
L x116
L x1a7
L x118
L x119

CONCORDANCE OF SOURCES

7dle e e ki

ablogo v e ki
ahlog g oY 2 b2
ablog 1y oY o b
ahlog ¥ 1t o bad
ahlog A it o b2
ahlogyo oo Ll

abloy A Vo o bt
ableg )y Vo o b
ablogy Ve i
ab by iy v o bl
ab by v e Li
ablegt VY o b

ahlosV r A o bl
ablog)y o A o ki
Vot AY o2 Lk

Vo 1A L2 -

AY b2 dlo # AY e Lt
Yo

0 FA¥ L2 hai

AY 2 Ala # AY o Lt
1482

ab by IA o AY 2 L
ahlog Ve r AL o bt
ab by v AL o L
ablog1a AL o Ll
adlog A 9A 2 s
ablog )y o aA oo L
ablogy #9a o Li
ablog iy 94 o L2
ablogit raa e L
adlog 1 Ve o b2
ablog v o1y o Lo
ahlos ¥ 1oy o Ll
ablogyn o1y o L
ablog YA o VY o L
ahloy e o)y o Lad
ablog Ao Ve oo bt
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L, x1.20
Loy x1.21
Ly X122
Ly x1.23
Ly x1.24
Ly x1.25 —
L x1.26 *
L xr.27 *
L x1.28 *
Ly x1.29 *
Ly x1.30 %
Ly x131*
Ly x1.32 %

Ly x111
Ly x11.2
Ly x11.3
L x11.4
L x115

Loy x111a —
Ly x111.2 —
Ly x111.3 —
Ly x111.4 —
Ly x11L5 —
L x111.6 —
L xrmy —
L x1r1.8 —
L xrmmg —
Ly x11100 —
Ly x1m —
Ly x11112 —
Ly x11113 —
Ly x111.14 —
Ly x11r15 —
L x11116 —
L xrmmay —
L x11118 —
Lo x11109 —
L, x111.20 —

ablogV oyt oo bd
“hlegto g oo Lot
ablog A ooy o bi
ablog VA o1t o Ld
¢

8 #208-\Y # YV 20
chlogo AV o2 L2
ahlog¥e oAV o L
ahlog & AN 2 L2
ahlegto rar oo L
ablogye pa) o L
ab by (¥ oy (o L
WAy oo b

chloge 1A o b2
ahlog ¥ VA oo L3
ablogV #1ea o bl
ablg A V) o bl
ablog 1) o b

chloyo #YVA 2
%Lﬁ)\fd\‘\//\uéc
ahlosV F¥VA 2
bl ¥ o ¥Va e
dhlos )y o YA 2
“hlos) o YAV 02
“hls A YA 02 -
“hlos W YA 2
ahlog) o YAY 02 2
ahloyd L YAY 2 -
%LA)‘\JV/\VL;’C
%li,b}\JV/\iuéC
%La}\w\"/\ouac
ahloy ) r YA 02 -
ahlos ¥ # VAV 2
c\:li\n;/\u"\‘/\\/uéc
ahlesd YA U2 -
ahlst o YA 2 -
by VWV YA 2 -
dhloyn v oo

Ly x111.21 —
Ly X111.22 —
Ly x111.23 —

L, x1va
Ly x1v.2
L x1v.3
L x1vg
L x1v.5
L x1v.6
L x1v.y
Ly x1v.8
L, x1v.g
L, x1viao
Ly xvan
Ly x1viaz
L x1vag
L x1vag
L x1vas
L x1va16
L x1va17
L, x1va8
L, x1vag
L, x1v.20
Ly x1v.21
L x1v.22
L x1v.23
L x1v.24
L x1v.25
L x1v.26
L x1v.27
L, x1v.28
L, x1v.29

L xva
Ly xv.2
L xv3
L xvg
L xv.5
L xv.6

45

%Le)\uﬂ\'“ﬂ’uéc
%L«)‘\JVQYWC
%LA}\\"’JVQYU@C

abls v #100 o Lo
ahlogt o 0n o b

b by VA o100 2 L2
ahly v rvov oo Lt
b by \¥ VoV o L
ad by d VoA oo L2
ablesq 108 o L2

whlego riie o L2

ad Loy \W o e o Ll
ablogye o\ 2 L
ablegro o1y o L
allog1a oY o b2
allog )y oY o b2
ablog )y o g o b2
adlego o o b

ablog) o1 o b

ablog 1t oy e b
abloyq 1A 2 L

abloy ¥ 14 o Lo

ablog\¥ o 10e e L
ablog g o AVe o b2
ablog\v W) o L
whleyo vy o b2
ab Loy \Y VY o b
abloy N IVY o b
abloy ¥ vy o b
ablogo o IVA oo L2
ablog ) o IAY o L

ab by 1) VA o L

¢
1) N4 o Ll

¢

¢
¢
¢
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Ly xvy

Ly xv.8*
Ly xv.g ¥
L, xvi0

Ly xvan

Ly xvaz

L xvag

L xvag

L xvas

Ly xva16 —
Ly xvay —
Ly xva8 —
Ly, xviag —
Ly xv.20 —
Ly xv.21 —
Ly xv.22 —
L xv.23 —
L xv.eq —
Ly xv.25 —
Loy xv.26 —
Ly xv.oy —
Loy xv.28*
L, xv.2g

L xv.30

Ly xv.3t

Ly xv.32

L xv.33

L xv.34

L xv.35

L, xv.36

L, xvia
Ly xvIL2
Ly xvig
Ly xvig
L xvig
L xvi.6
L xviy —
Ly xv1.8
L, xvig

¢
ablog 1V 2190 o L
ablogye 147 o b
ablog A 18 o i
ab by (¥ 2140 o L
abbog v 1ae o bl
ablega 19y o L
ablog) o 1Ay o L
ablogye o1y (o L
ahlsd P ¥YE e -
ahleg)e oYY 2 -
%Lﬁjcw\"yi\wc
whlos s ¥YV 2 -
whlos ¥ ¥ 2
whlosVr¥YY oo -
bl \¥W o YYV 02
dhlos VN ¥YA 2 2
ahly ¥ oYY e
ahlog Ve o ¥YA L2 -
ahloy ¥ oY 02
ahlog)e oYY 02 o
ablog ¥ pvee o L
ablogo pyey o L
chlogo pyew o L2
chlogo pyeg oo Lad
ahlog Ay o k2
ahlog ¥ v o L
ahlog\V v o b
chlosye vy o L2
T SSAQNE

ab by v ¥4 e ba
abloy¥ vy o ki
ablyv vy oo bt
abbog VY oy o L
ab by vy e bl
abbogye oYY o Lo
ah Loy \Y Va8 2 P
ablog g IV o Lo
adloyo r ¥AA o ki

CONCORDANCE OF SOURCES

L xviio
L xvin

L, xvin
Ly xviLz
L, xviLg
Lo xving
L xviLs *
Ly xviL6 *

L xving *
Loy xviL8
L, xviLg *
Ly xviLio ¥

L xvira
L xvir.2
L xviing
Ly xviing *
L xving
L xvIIL6
L, xviny
Ly xvin.8
Ly xvimLg —
L, xviiLio
L xvirLn
L xvirLiz

Loy x1x1 —
by x1x.2 —
by x1x.3 —
by x1x.4 —
Ly x1x.5 —
Loy x1%.6 —
oy x1x.7 —
L x1%.8 —
L x1%.9 —
L x1x10—

ablogq o VIA e L
ablog 1t PN e L2

ablyv o v1a o L
ab oy ¥ 1V o L
ablog V) oYY o b
abley Vv rryy o b
ablog it VY o ke
2\ YY) o bl
adlogy o yyY
ableyro o yriv o b
¢
abloya oyt o bt
ab by ¥ oYY o L

ab by v oYYy o L
ahloyo rvye oo bt
ablog\A oYY o L
ablog v o VA 2 L
adlegvo o YYo o L2
ablog v o vy e Ll
ablog e rvYY o b
abbog g o YYA o L
ablog ¥ ¥t o A
ab by )V o YYA 2 Ll
ablog g o vYe (o L
ablogye ovya o L

ablog Ve o ttY 2
‘-:L.L‘:*diiiuéc
%-EL‘J\u‘ii"u‘C
%Lﬁ)ﬁg"ii\/wc
‘v.libj°dii/\u‘c
il A A 02 -
ahloy) o o o
“:U"J‘\J“'C
4:11\"}\°wi°'c
%&Lﬁdei"\C
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Ly xxa
Ly xx.2
Ly xx.3
Ly xx.4
L xx.5
L xx.6
L xx.7
L xx.8
L xx.9
L xx10
Ly xxn
Ly xxa2
L, xx13
Ly xx.14
L xx15
L, xx.16
L xx17
L xxa8
L, xx19
Ly xx.20 —
Loy xx.21 —

Ly xx11
Ly xx1.2
Ly xx1.3
Ly xx1.4
L xx15
L, xx1.6

Ly xx111
Ly xx11.2
Ly xx11.3
Loy xx11.4

Loy xx1111
L xx111.2
L, xx111.3
Ly xx111.4
L, xx111.5
L, xx111.6

ablogt o ven oo Lot
ablogt mren e i
ablogt L ¥EN o b
ablogt L ¥EN o bl
ab Loy \W o YEV o b
ablog VN o YEY o b
whlost o voy o Lt
b los Yoy o Lt
chlosq rvoy o Lt
b les 1Y Yoy o L
whlos ¥ Yoy oo L
whles v vor oo L
whlos ¥ YA e
ablog A o Yoy o Li
ohleg) Yot o Ll
“hlosV rvot (o Lot
“blosV o voo oo Lt
b log V1 v voo (o Lt
chlogt ryon o Lt
whlog) WY oo

bl v -

ablogt YV o b
ablogto vy o L
“hlogo r¥IA o b2
adlog) o YIA 2 L
whlosvryye oo L
abloy vV o YVe o bl

ablog Vg o YA o Ld
ablog Ve o YAs o Ld
ablog Ve o YA o Ld
ablog Ve o YA o Ld

adbog g vay o L
Sloyav o vay o L
Llesro o var o L
Llost o vag o L
ol by 1 YAA o b2
4l Log VA 7 YA 2 Lo

L xx1va
Ly xx1v.2
L, xx1V.3
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Images courtesy of the Central Library of the University of Tehran and the Bibliotheque
Nationale in Paris.

PLATE 1 MS Paris, BN Arabe 5900, fol. 1a. Title page with two owners’ state-
ments: ‘Ali b. Amrallah b. Muhammad and Mukhtar Ahmad,
mudarris bi-madrasat Aya Siifiya
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PLATE 2 Ms Paris, BN Arabe 5900, fol. 1b. Beginning of the Preface to the Sam* al-kiyan
of the Bayan al-haqq, in a later hand
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PLATE 3 Ms Paris, BN Arabe 5900, fols. 4b—5a. The end of the Preface to the Sam‘al-kiyan of the Bayan
al-hagq and the beginning of the first chapter, starting on fol. 5a in the original hand of the
scribe.
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MsS Paris, BN Arabe 5900, fol. 43a. The Sam* al-kiyan of the Bayan al-haqq. One of
Avicenna’s proofs against atomism—illustrated.
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PLATE 5 MsS Paris, BN Arabe 5900, fol. 78b and 79b. The end of the Sam‘al-kiyan and the beginning of
the al-Sama’ wal-‘alam of the Bayan al-haqgq.
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PLATE 6 MsS Paris, BN Arabe 5900, fol. 86b. Al-Sama’ wal-‘alam of the Bayan al-haqq.
Reinsertion of a text fragment previously removed to correct a homoioteleu-
ton.
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PLATE 7 Ms Tehran Univ., Centr. Libr. Coll. Mishkat 250, fol. 1a. Cover page of the only
[almost] complete copy of the Bayan al-haqq.
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PLATE 8 MS Tehran Univ,, Centr. Libr. Coll. Mishkat 250, fol. 1b. Preamble to the Bayan al-
haqq, omitting (penult.) the name of Lawkar’s (fictitious?) patron X (... majlis
mawlana ...).
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PLATE 9 ms Tehran Univ., Centr. Libr. Coll. Mishkat 250, fol. 87b. Preface to the al-Sama‘al-
tabiT or Sam" al-kiyan of the Bayan al-haqq and the beginning of the first chapter.




SAMPLE IMAGES OF THE MANUSCRIPTS

PLATE 10  MS Tehran Univ., Centr. Libr. Coll. Mishkat 250, fol. 114b. The end of the Sam‘al-
kiyan (referred to as al-Sama“al-tabi7 here) and the beginning of the al-Sama’
wal-‘alam of the Bayan al-haqq.




SAMPLE IMAGES OF THE MANUSCRIPTS

PLATE 11 Ms Tehran Univ., Centr. Libr. Coll. Mishkat 250, fol. 172a. Preamble to the Ma
ba‘d al-tabra (metaphysics) part of the Bayan al-haqq, followed by a table of
contents and the beginning of the first chapter.
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‘Abd al-Manaf 29

‘Abdallah b. al-Ziba‘ra al-Sahm1i 30

‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Ali Celebi b. Amrallah b. Muham-
mad 31

‘Ali b. Amrallah [b. Muhammad]

Aristotle 4,29

Ash‘ari, Asharism 3, 4,5

Avicenna, passim

30,31

Bahmanyar b. Marzban
24, 25, 27, 36

1,2,13, 14, 21, 22, 23,

al-Farabi, Aba Nasr 11,13, 15, 16, 17, 22, 28

al-Ghazali, Aba Hamid 4, 5, 6,12, 16

al-Hinna’i, ‘Al@’ al-Din ‘Ali Celebi b. Amrallah
b. Muhammad 31

Ibn Sina, Abu Alj, see Avicenna
Ibn ‘Ubayd, Yala 30

Ibn Zuhayr 30

Imam al-Haramayn 3

Ismail 31

al-Jurjani, Abu l-Hasan ‘Ali (al-Qadi) 31
al-Juwayni (Imam al-Haramayn) 3,4

al-Khayyam, Umar 1,2
Khwarizmshah, ‘Ala’ al-Din Muhammad 3

al-Lawkarl, Abu 1-Abbas, passim

Majd ... al-BahrT 31

Malik Shah 2n

al-Marrakushi, Aba ‘Ali al-Hasan  g4on

al-Marwazi, ‘Ayn al-Zaman 3

al-Mihani, Majd al-Din 2

Mukhtar Ahmad, mudarris bi-madrasat Aya
Safiya 30

al-Nishapari, Mu‘in al-Din 6, 6n, 10, 29
al-Razi, Fakhr al-Din  8n

Seljugs 18, 40

al-Shahrabadi, Ibn ‘Uthman 28
al-Sighnakhi, ‘Abd al-Razzaq 3n
al-Signahi, ‘Abd al-Razzaq 3n

al-Tabasi, Muhammad b. Abi Tahir 3
al-Thawri, Sufyan 30
al-Turki, ‘Abd al-Razzaq 3, 3n

Yaqut al-Rimi  1n
Yasuf b. Makin al-Mutatabbib 31



Index of Places

Baghdad 2,3 Lawkar 1

Bukhara 3,15

Bursa 31 Merv 1,2,18
Mihanah 2

Cairo 3,31

Nishapur 1,3,4,31
Damascus 31
Qustantiniyya 30

Edirne 31
Rayy 23,31
Gurganj 15
Sarakhs 3
Hamadan 2,23 Shiraz 25
Sighnakh 3
Isfahan 2, 23, 25, 26
Istanbul 31 Tabriz 25

Khorasan 1,2, 3, 24, 25
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Ms Berlin Petermann 737, 3 Ms Tashkent 1448 3
Ms Istanbul Ms Tehran, Majlis-i Shuara-yi Islami
Aya Sofya 2390 9 3941/1 7
Kopriilii 869/2 9 5138/3 8
902/3 10 9541/30 8
5 30
Murad Molla 1431 10 Ms Tehran University, Central Library 6747
Nurosmaniye 4894 9 30
Siileymaniye, Haci Begir Aga 494
10 Ms Tehran University, Central Library, Col-
Topkapi Saray1 3204 9 lection Mishkat 250 5, 7,15, 20, 26
folio 1a 28
Ms London, British Library Or. go33 folio 1b lines 8—22 10
10 folio 1b line 19 18
folio 1b lines 20-21 5
Ms Mashhad Radawi 4096 folio 1b lines 22—24 40
3 folio 1b—87a 26
folio 2a bottom 27
Ms Najaf, Mw’assasat Kashif al-Ghita’ al- folio 3b 27
‘Amma 4063 9 folio 4b 27
folio 4b margin 27
MS Paris BN A 5900 7, 20, 30, 31, 32, 33, folio 6a 27
34, 35 folio 6b 27
folio1a 30 folio 14b left margin 27
folio 1b line 2—2a line g9 folio 138a ult.—138b line 4
19 21
folio 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 126, 128, 129 folio 31a 27
34 folio 87a 29
folio 5a, 7a, 144, 14b, 15b, 164, 19a, 21b, 23b, folio 87b lines 413 19
24a, 24b, 25b, 28b, 29b folio 87b—171b 26
31n folio 143a margin 27
folio 5a—8a 31 folio 159b right margin in the middle
folio 8a, 68a, 71a, 753, 89a, 97a, 99a, 1034, 27
uob 32n folio 171b 29
folio 13a line 10 35 folio 172a lines 4-14 15
folio 24b 32 folio 172a—198a 26
folio 41b, 42a,72a 32 folio 193 28
folio 78b 32 folio 194-199 28
folio 79 through 87 34 folio 195b 28
folio 8b 32 folio 198a—212a 26
folio 129b 31 folio 210a line 17—210b line 7
15
MS Qum, Mar‘ash1 folio 210b line 7 17
383 30 folio 212a line 11—218a line 20

12388/8 9 15



70

Ms Tehran University, Central Library, Col-
lection Mishkat 250 (cont.)

folio 212a—218a 27

folio 218219 28

folio 218a line 21—223a ult.

15
folio 218a—223a 27
folio 219a 28
folio 223a—223b 28

Ms Tehran University, Central Library, Col-
lection Mishkat 426 30

INDEX OF MANUSCRIPTS

Ms Tehran University, Faculty of Arts
(incomplete) Jung 15/13
9

Ms Tehran University, Faculty of Theology
695D 7

Ms Utrecht University 1442 (Or. 23)
40
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