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Introduction

1 The Series

This series, Halab al-Shahb@ fi ‘Uyun al-Shu‘ar@’ (“Aleppo through Poets’
Eyes”), constitutes a historical and literary record that aims to shed light on
Aleppo’s cultural history through previewing what poets have said about it
across the ages. This current volume is the second of four volumes. The whole
series comprises the following:

Volume 1: Aleppo in Classical Poetry (7th—Early 20th Century C.E.)

Volume 2: Aleppo in Contemporary Poetry (Early 20th to Early 21st Century
C.E.)

— Volume 3: Aleppo in Contemporary Elegiac Poetry (2011—2020)

Volume 4: Indices (Places-People-Topics-Rhymes)

Iopen this book with an introduction outlining the methodology of writing and
editing, as well as a brief description of twentieth-century Aleppo, in terms of
politics, society, literature, and culture. I have included extensive explanations
of this anthology project in Volume One.

2 Methodology of the Work

2.1 The Structure of the Volume
This book consists of eight body chapters, an introduction, and conclusion (as
displayed in Table 1 on the following page).
The introduction includes the book’s methodology of writing and editing,
a glimpse of Aleppo in the twentieth century, and Aleppo’s intellectual and
literary movements. The first body chapter explores the topics of the poems
through an analytical study.
Poems are included in Chapters Two through Eight. The poems were classi-
fied in accordance to three criteria:
1. Periods: The first half of the twentieth century, the second half of the
twentieth century, and the turn of the twenty-first century.
2. Poetic Style: Classical gasidas are discussed separately from blank verse
and prose poems. I have dedicated a chapter to Arabic texts whose
authors did not intend for them to be poems, but they are written in poetic

style.

3.  Original Language Poems: The last chapter consists of non-Arabic poems.

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2022 DOI:10.1163/9789004504868_002



VIII INTRODUCTION

TABLE 1 Volume Two in Numbers
Chapter Volume Aleppo in Contemporary Number  Number
Poetry of Poets  of Texts

Introduction Introduction/Methodology/Contem-
porary Literary and Intellectual Life

in Aleppo

One Topics of Poems:
An Analytical Study

Two The first half of the 2oth c. 66 106

Three The second half of the 20th c. 70 107
(classical gasidas)

Four The second half of the 20th c. 36 58
(blank verse and prose poems)

Five The beginning of the 21st c. 118 165
(classical gasidas)

Six The beginning of the 21st c. 35 42
(blank verse and prose poems)

Seven Poetic Prose Texts 25 31

Eight World Poetry 19 21

Back matter  Biographies/References

Total Number 369 poets 530 texts

Although there are multiple poems from a single country, such as Iraq, Egypt,
and Lebanon in some chapters, I did not classify the poems by the nationali-
ties of their writers. I placed poems by the same poets consecutively, in order
to illustrate the relationship of each poet with Aleppo (I exempted eight poets
from this configuration because they appear across two chapters, as they pro-
duced different genres of poetry).

2.2 Contents of the Back Matter

Poets’ Biographies
Synopses for each poet are included, varying in length according to the weight
of their translated works and their availability.

References
Sources include poetry collections, books on history, numerous studies,
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criticism, biographies, newspapers and magazines, cultural websites, and liter-
ary and poetic festivals.

2.3 Selection Criteria

Similar to the book Aleppo in Classical Poetry, the title of this book clearly
explains its content. Exploring Aleppo through Poets’ Eyes differs from dis-
cussing Poetry through Aleppo’s Eyes. In other words, the work includes poetry
about Aleppo, not poetry from Aleppo!

The objective of this book was not to catalogue poems on Aleppo, or poems
which have referenced it within the context of other topics through the cen-
turies. That would be a difficult undertaking, regardless of the time and re-
sources available. The objective also was not to assess these texts critically or
aesthetically. The main purpose was to search for these texts, document, cat-
alogue, and analyse them. In the process, we discover the literal and symbolic
value of Aleppo for poets and how that value is reflected in their verses.

It is worth noting that the verses collected here were excerpted from the
complete poems to serve the purpose of this text, without being tied to the
order of the original poems. The intellectual and aesthetic values of the texts
were not the main criteria for selection; it was their subject matter. This
explains the differences among the selected poems in terms of style and con-
tent.

Aleppo’s selection as the Islamic cultural capital in 2006 (the second city to win
this honour, following Mecca) indicated its great standing and profound influ-
ence over the years. The celebration was an occasion for several poets to crown
Aleppo with new poems, adding to the wealth of written texts across the years.
The poems which were translated from other languages were translated into
Arabic. The author translated other poems from English (Some of the poems
were originally written in English, and others were translated into English).

2.4 Sources
The sources of the poetry in the book are diverse. They include Arabic books
(poetry collections, history, studies, criticism, and biographies), foreign texts,
magazines and newspapers, specialized cultural websites, literary and poetic
festivals, and television shows, in addition to the official archive of the General
Secretariat of the festivities of Aleppo as the Islamic cultural capital in 2006.
The bibliographies of the books include their titles, authors, publication
dates, publishing houses, and cities. The bibliographies of newspapers and
magazines include their names, volume numbers, dates, and places of publi-
cation, and page number range if possible. I have listed sources in footnotes.
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TABLE 2 Categorization of sources

Type of Source Material Quantity
Arabic Books (Poetry Collections) 16
Arabic Books (History, Studies, and Criticism) 91
Arabic Books (References for People and Biographies) 29
Arabic Newspapers 49
Arabic Magazines 100
Electronic Arabic Newspapers and Websites 49
Foreign Books 1
Foreign Periodicals 6
Festivals 45
Total Number of Sources 496

2.5 Contemporary and Modern Poetry
In terms of selecting the words “contemporary” and “modern” in the book’s title,
this was carried out to avoid any idiomatic confusion within the poems.

Idiomatic Criteria
Regarding the idiomatic criteria of the two terms, the phrase “contemporary
poetry” connotes concurrent or close time periods. The phrase “modern poetry”
indicates poetic style, which differs from classical Arabic poetry in terms of
form and linguistic structure.

Categorization by Time Period
Most critics have asserted that the Revival and Renaissance eras run through
the nineteenth century and the first two decades of the twentieth century.
Modern and contemporary poetry commence from the 1920s and 1950s to the
present day.
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3 The Poets in the Volume
3.1 Categorization by Nationality
TABLE 3 Number of Poets by Nationality
Countries of Origin Number of Poets
1 Syria (Poets from Aleppo) 138
2 Syria (Poets from other cities) 81
3 Palestine 27
4 Iraq 23
5  Egypt 21
6 Lebanon 20
7 Saudi Arabia 7
8  Tunisia 4
9 Jordan 4
10 Algeria 3
11 Yemen 2
12 United Arab Emirates 2
13 Morocco 1
14 Sudan 1
15 Libya 1
16 Marutinia 1
17 Australia 3
18 Italy 2
19 The United States 2
20 Canada 1
21 Argentine 1
22 Mexico 1
23 The Netherlands 1
24 Germany 1
25 England 1
26 France 1
27 Pakistan 1
28 Turkey 1
29 Armenia 1
30 Russia 1
31 Iran 1
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3.2 The Most Prominent Poets

From Syria: ‘Umar Abu Risha, Nizar Qabbani, Adanis, Sulayman al-Tsa, Zaki
Qunsul, Khalill Mardam Bik, Shafiq Jabri, Badawi al-Jabal, Zaki al-Mahasini,
Khayr al-Din al-Asadi, Muhammad al-Hariri, Wajih al-Baradi, Muhammad al-
Maghut, ‘Abdullah Yarki Hallag, ‘Adil al-Ghadban, ‘Umar Baha al-Din al-Amirj,
Mamduh ‘Adwan.

From Iraq: Ma‘raf al-Rusafi, Muhammad Mahdi al-Jawahirl, Ahmad al-Safi al-
Najafi, Jamil Sidqi al-Zahawi, ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Bayati, Muzzaffar al-
Nawwab, Sa‘d1 Yusuf.

From Palestine: Mahmuid Darwish, Samih al-Qasim, Haran Hashim Rashid,
‘Izz al-Din al-Manasira, Tamim al-Barghuthi.

From Egypt: Ahmad Shawqi, Amal Dunqul, Fartiq Shasha, Mahmud Hasan
Ismafl, Hafiz Ibrahim, Ibrahim Naji, ‘Al al-Jarim, ‘Ali Mahmud Taha, Faraq
Jawayda.

From Lebanon: Bishara l-Khari, Jubran Khalil Jubran, Khalil Mutran, Iliyya
Abu Madi, Shakib Arslan, Hanr1 Zughayb.

From Yemen: ‘Abdullah al-Baradani.

From Tunisia: al-Tahir al-Hammami.

From Algeria: Mufdi Zakariyya.

From Jordan: Nabila al-Khatib.

From Morocco: Mustafa al-Shlih.

The Most Prominent International Poets:
From Pakistan: Muhammad Igbal.
From Turkey: Nazim Hikmat.

From Russia: Vladimir Nabokov.
From Italy: Eugenio Montale.

From Armenia: Antranig Dzarugian.
From Australia: Jan Owen.

From Canada: Antony Di Nardo.
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4 Contemporary Literary and Intellectual Life in Aleppo

41 Aleppo in the Twentieth Century

If we travel back to the end of the seventeenth century, Aleppo’s French Consul
Laurent d’Arvieux estimated Aleppo’s population to be around 290,000 peo-
ple.! A hundred years later, British writers Patrick & Alexander Russell—two
physician brothers who were living in Aleppo—estimated the population at
around 300,000 in their book, The Natural History of Aleppo.2 In 1883, Aleppo’s
population had decreased from 400,000 to 100,000, in addition to a few thou-
sand foreigners and Ottoman soldiers. The city had undergone a number of
calamities that caused this population drop, including successive waves of the
plague in1786,1802, 1807, and 1813. During some of these plagues, Aleppo would
hold over a thousand funerals per day.3 In 1822, Aleppo faced one of its most
devastating earthquakes. It destroyed entire blocks, and the city lost half its
population.*

The recession of Aleppo’s global economic status also played its part in the
dwindling population. Many merchants moved to other cities and countries.
Another factor was the fleeing of many of the people out of fear of the Ottoman
Governor Khiirshid Basha. The people revolted against him in 1820 due to injus-
tices, corruption, and deteriorating economic conditions.?

When 1908 hit, Aleppo’s population had reached more than goo,000 peo-
ple.6 The population continued to grow exponentially over the successive de-
cades of the twentieth century; it surpassed two million people at the end of
the twentieth century. The population was nearly at three million before the
war in Syria broke out in 2011, causing a mass exodus of the people.

Arab Muslims form the majority of Aleppo’s demographics, but it has hosted
other religions such as Christians (who belonged to a dozen denominations),

1 ‘Abd al-Rahman Hamida, Muhafazat Halab (Damascus, 1965), 54.

2 Alexander and Patrick Russell, Tarikh Halab al-Tabii fi [-Qarn al-Thamin Ashar, trans. Khalid
al-Jubayli (Aleppo, 1999), 1.

3 Muhammad Raghib al-Tabbakh, I'lam al-Nubala@’ bi-Taritkh Halab al-Shahba’, vol. 3, ed.
Muhammad Kamal (Aleppo, 1988), 307.

4 Kamil al-Ghazzi, Nahr al-Dhahab fi Tarikh Halab, vol. 3 (Aleppo, 1988), 225.

5 Muhammad Raghib al-Tabbakh, Ilam al-Nubal@’ bi-Tarikh Halab al-Shahba’, vol. 3, ed.
Muhammad Kamal (Aleppo, 1988), 316. This uprising was led by one of the city’s elites,
Muhammad b. Hasan Kujjah, an ancestor of the author of this volume. He was killed and
his head was thrown over the citadel into the moat below.

6 Al-Kitab al-Sanawr li-Wilayat Halab (Aleppo, 1908) (an official publication of the Ottoman
state).
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Jews, and other ethnicities such as Turks, Turkmen, Kurds, Circassians, Arme-
nians, and Assyrians.

In 1915, Orientalist and British diplomat Thomas Edward Lawrence stated,
“Among Aleppo’s unique characteristics is that despite the fervour of faith,
there is harmony and co-existence among Muslims, Christians, and Jews, and
among Armenians, Arabs, Kurds, and Turks. We do not observe this form of
harmony in other cities.””

Aleppo’s Orthodox Armenian Bishop added, “Aleppo was our first destina-
tion. Aleppo’s people embraced us, providing us with water and bread. We
respect the people and Aleppo will always hold a special place for us.”®

Let’s read what researcher William Martin, the editor in chief of the newspaper
Journal de Genéve, wrote in a lengthy article on Aleppo, which was published
in 1929:

A city which doesn't derive its fame from its past, but from its active
present. Aleppo was a major business capital, although that has
changed... Aleppo was a primary destination for caravans twenty years
ago. At the time, Aleppo was a coerced intermediary for Europe. The
opening of the Baghdad railway elevated Aleppo’s importance because
it made it the head of the desert line, linking it directly with Istanbul
and Western Europe. From that time, strong economic relations between
Aleppo and Germany were established. Aleppo works hard and diligently
and provides a wonderful example to Westerners, who believe the East
to be sleepy. Aleppo surpasses Amsterdam in its activity. Its merchants,
bankers, exporters, and contractors are role models. They don’t complain
at a time when you find most people complaining about working.?

After the end of World War 1 and the collapse of the Ottoman empire, which
had ruled Syria for nearly four centuries, Aleppo and the remaining Levant
cities welcomed Arab rule. They felt optimistic about it, after waiting for it for
so long. The people cheered for Prince Faisal I during his ascension to power

7 Thomas Edward Lawrence, Seven Pillars of Wisdom (Beirut, 1963), 253.

8 AlJamahir, 5 January 2001 (Aleppo), according to a lecture by the researcher Fu’ad Hilal titled
“Tarikh wa-Tanzimat al-‘Aysh al-Mushtarak fi Striyya: Halab Unmudhajan” which he gave at
the venue of the ‘Adiyyat Society in Aleppo on 24 December 2008.

9 Al-Bayrag, 8 January 1929 (Beirut). A translation of an article by William Martin that was pub-
lished in the Journal de Genéve, which was his third article describing Syrian towns.



INTRODUCTION XV

in Greater Syria in 1918, before being crowned king in 1920. However, people
were unpleasantly surprised by the emergence of covert treaties forged by the
winning parties of World War I after its end. These treaties rearranged the
maps of the region according to imperial interests, including the Sykes-Picot
Agreement, the Balfour Declaration, and others. These treaties altered the geo-
graphical, political, and human landscapes of much of Asia, Europe, and Africa.

French occupation forces entered Syria after sectioning off and rearranging the
country. People resisted the French occupation, culminating in the Great Syr-
ian Revolt. Led by Sultan Basha al-Atrash, it lasted two years: 1925-1927. This
paved the way for political and patriotic endeavours, which were crowned by
the formation of the National Bloc (al-Kutla al-Wataniyya). It represented Syria
and its national, intellectual, and political movements.

In the midst of the nationalist movement, Aleppo and its people played a
pivotal role. Prominent players included Ibrahim Hanang, the leader of the Syr-
ian National Bloc, and Sa‘d Allah al-Jabiri, the Vice President of the National
Party and Syria’s post-independence Prime Minister. Other figures included
‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kayyali, the President of the National Party in Aleppo and
the author of Marahil (“Phases”); Rushdi al-Kikhiya, the founder of the Peo-
ple’s Party; Nazim al-Qudsi, a member of the People’s Party and later Head of
State; and Hasan Ibrahim Basha, whose traditional home in the Bandara neigh-
bourhood in old Aleppo hosted the formation of the National Bloc and later
meetings. Additional figures include Rashad Barmada, member of parliament
and Minister of Defense; Sati al-Husarl, the Minister of Education; Mikha’il
Ilyan, Minister of Economy and Business; ‘Abd al-Wahhab Hamad, member of
the People’s Party and Minister of Justice and Education; and Ahmad Qanbar,
member of the People’s Party and Minister of the Interior.1°

French scholar Pierre La Maziére discussed Aleppo in his journal in 1928:

Elections were held in Aleppo over a period of fifteen days. The council
held a meeting and within the first hour, carried out a vote ensuring its
unequivocal ties to Damascus; and to protest any fresh attempts to divide
the lands under the French mandate; and to declare their support for Syr-
ian union; and to show that their vote expresses the will of the people.
People in Aleppo carried half a pound in objections beautifully decorated
with black signatures and purple stamps, signifying that anybody who is

10  Najah Qassab Hasan, Sani‘u [-Jal@’ fi Suriyya (Damascus, 1999), 187.
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anybody in Northern Syria unequivocally states that Aleppo and Damas-
cus represent one body and one mind, with the same organs, and that ribs
never want to separate from flesh or bone.!!

Syrians were not disappointed. The invaders left their country and the efforts
of their patriotic leaders did not go to waste. After World War II ended, having
drained all participants including the French, Syria obtained its independence
for a high price. Syria entered a new phase that saw the rise of political par-
ties, parliamentary life, and political pluralism. This was followed by a period
of successive coups, then a brief period of political stability at the end of the
fifties. Union between Syria and Egypt occurred in 1958; then both countries
returned to separate independence in 1961. The presidency in Syria was held by
two people from Aleppo consecutively: Nazim al-Qudsi from December 1961 to
March 1963 and Amin al-Hafiz from July 1963 to February 1966.

If we were to divide the twentieth century in Aleppo and Syria more broadly
into political eras, we could classify them as follows:

1900-1918  The fading of the Ottoman Era

1918-1920  The Arab Faysali Era

1920-1946 The French Mandate Era

1946-1958 Independence and Era of Nation Building
1958-1961  The United Arab Republic

1961-1963  Separation from the Republic

1963— Later Eras

4.2 Impressions from Visitors to Aleppo in the Twentieth Century
Traveller Louis Cheikho wrote the following of Aleppo in 1905:

People in Aleppo are famous for their cleverness, bright minds, and work
savvy. They have great manners and treat others kindly. They welcome
strangers and passers-by. In Aleppo, you see mosques, churches, schools,
printing presses, and authors.1?

During another voyage to Aleppo in 1916, Cheikho added:

The Baghdad Railroad will return to Aleppo what was lost with the open-
ing of the Suez Canal fifty years ago. Visitors will be astonished to the

11 Pierre La Maziere, Musafir ila Suriyya, trans. Fawziyya al-Zabar1 (Damascus, 2009), 75.
12 Al-Mashriq 8/20 (Beirut, 15 April 1905), 921.
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people’s diligence in labour. Everywhere you go, you see everyone, young
and old, busy and conscientious at their labour, especially craftmanship.
Markets are riddled with people as well. People from Aleppo are known
for their kindness and gentleness along the lines of the famous saying,
‘Halabt Halabr’ (People from Aleppo are one of a kind). Strangers find
them to be good company; they make one feel at ease and eager to deal
with them.!®

After visiting Aleppo in 1920, French Orientalist Robert Chevalier wrote,

Aleppo is the paradigm for the Eastern city, given its customs, dress, and
different temperaments. Aleppo has wide commercial streets, perhaps
the widest commercial streets in the world, with small stores to each side.
Thousands of pedestrians and people on horseback pass through them
every day, in addition to women who freely walk these streets. It is strange
that Aleppo has remained a conservative Eastern city despite connecting
a number of foreign railroads. How did this city maintain its status quo?
It is no doubt that Aleppo is the most ancient city on Earth.14

Iraqi traveller Muhsin Aba Tabikh lauded Aleppo in 1925:

Aleppo is a great, vast city. Baghdad is slightly larger, but Aleppo is more
exquisite than Baghdad, especially new Aleppo, which has a modern
design. It was entirely constructed out of natural stones, both the small
and the large streets, and the markets outnumber the markets of Bagh-
dad.’®

When the Romanian Queen Marie of Edinburgh visited Aleppo in 1930, she
exclaimed that “She would never forget Aleppo for the rest of her life.”6
Belgian King Albert I visited Aleppo in 1933 and asserted, “Aleppo is the
Queen of the East, the Manchester of the East, and a mini London.””
German scholars Meinolf Spiekermann and Anette Gangler commented on
Aleppo:

13 Al-Mashriq 19/10 (Beirut, 1916).

14  Al-Hadith, 9/8 (Aleppo, August 1935), 584.

15  Muhsin Aba Tabikh, Al-Rihla al-Muhsiniyya wa-l-Siyaha al-Hashimiyya ila [-Diyar al-
Shamiyya (Sidon, 1925), 14.

16 Al-Qurban 5 (Aleppo, 1930), 47.

17 ‘Abdullah Yarki Hallaq, Halabiyyat, vol. 2 (Aleppo, 1983), 120.
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What makes this city lovable is the people’s hospitality. Their openness
to guests and visitors is one of the most important of our various experi-
ences during our years of working together in Aleppo.1®

We observe the great care that European writers and scholars have shown for
Aleppo’s architectural heritage, particularly the French. They include André
Gutton, who developed Aleppo’s urban planning in 1954; author Paul Baurain;
Jean Sauvaget, who wrote of historical monuments in Aleppo; and Jean-Claude
David, with his numerous publications on Aleppo: Halab: Madinat al-Tarikh
(“Aleppo: City of History”), Alep: passage vers ['Orient (“Aleppo: Crossing into
the East,” Ar. trans. Halab: al-Ubar ila [-Sharq), Aleppo: From Ottoman Capital
to Syrian City, Les quartiers anciens dans la croissance modern de la ville dAlep
(“Modern Development of Aleppo’s Old Neighbourhoods”), and Production et
occupation de lespace dans le centre dAlep (“Creating and Working Spaces at
the Heart of Aleppo”).1°

French historian Jean Hureau wrote of Aleppo:

Out of all Syrian cities, Aleppo leaves the deepest impact on visitors. With
its high towers, it forms a forest of homes, a poem of grey stone by day, and
golden by night. At first glance, in all its aspects, it presents an ancient,
romantic atmosphere. Its unique architecture is enveloped with fog and
laden with sunshine.2°

French scholar Thierry Grandin contributed to the conversation on Aleppo:

“In 1900, Aleppo appeared the same as it did in earlier drawings and
photos: a harmonious city where infrastructure, urban planning, and
construction are attributed to historical urban traditions and principles

18  Meinolf Spiekermann and Anette Gangler, Mein Aleppo (Stuttgart, 2015), 8.

19  André Gutton, “Aménagement d’Alep,” LArchitecture daujourd’hui (Boulogne, 1954); Paul
Baurain, Alep, autrefois, aujourd’hui: Alep a travers Uhistoire, population et cultes, la ville, les
ressources, lavie publique, la vie privée (Aleppo, 1930); Jean Sauvaget al-Athar al-Islamiyya
wa-l-Tarikhiyya fi Halab, trans. Muhammad As‘ad Talas (Damascus, 1956); Jean Claude
David, Alep passage vers ['Orient (Lyon, 2003); Aleppo from Ottoman Metropolis tot he Syr-
ian City (Leiden, 2008); Les quartiers anciens dans la croissance moderne de la ville d’Alep
(Paris, 1977); Production et occupation de lespace dans le centre d’Alep: Eléments sur les cen-
tres villes dans le Monde Arabe, Fascicule bilingue de Recherche n°g (Tours, 1988).

20  Sabah Faruq Kayyali, “F1 Ahya’ al-Madina al-Qadima: Halab Tastathmir Buyutiha al-Tura-
thiyya,” Al-Bayan (Dubai, Thursday 25 October 2001), Fikr wa-Fann page; Jean Hureau,
Sariyya al-Yawm, trans. Ilyas Malaki (Paris, 1984).
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of amicability. Holding onto architectural traditions have resulted in a
unique architectural heritage that is well-maintained, symmetrical, and
culturally sound.”?!

Author Fu'ad Afram al-Bustani wrote of Aleppo in 1949:

These days, Aleppo looks like two cities. The old city maintains its narrow,
rectangular markets, with tiny gaps in the ceilings letting in the sunlight,
invigorating the markets with bright sunshine, while lines of dust dance
around them. Odours of synthetic leather, plaid wool, and scented soaps
also permeate the scene. The great plazas lead to large inns, remnants of
Aleppo’s economic significance since the middle ages.

In addition to this ancient city with its cobblestoned streets and beau-
tiful trees, new Aleppo grows slowly around the vast streets penetrated
by cars, horse carriages, and the tram. The streets are not crowded. Build-
ings rise up gracefully, covered in pure white stone, intense porphyry, or a
delightful pink. The buildings compete in the beauty of their engineering,
the accuracy of construction, and the sleekness of design. In some of the
newer gardens, the green of the trees converges to form crescent shapes
to the edge of the city.

German scholar Esther Saoub says of Aleppo:

People from Aleppo have worked tirelessly with foreign experts to main-
tain the city and preserve its heritage and viability, as appropriate for
an old city centre with a modern Eastern flair. From the circle of coffee
shops, stores, and tourist sites, the pristine citadel oversees all, majesti-
cally overlooking the organized maze of the old city’s alleyways and peo-
ple. The citadel is in on the secret of what holds these disparate elements
together.22

I conclude these impressions with the words of contemporary British historian
Philip Mansel in his latest book, Aleppo: The Rise and Fall of Syria’s Great Mer-
chant City, “Places like Aleppo, which combine the old with the diverse, are few

and far between. It is one of the oldest cities to have been continuously inhab-
ited.”23

21
22

23

Meinolf Spiekermann and Anette Gangler, Mein Aleppo (Stuttgart, 2015), 132.

Meinolf Spiekermann and Anette Gangler, Mein Aleppo (Stuttgart, 2015), 132.

Philip Mansel, Aleppo: The Rise and Fall of Syria’s Great Merchant City (London, 2016), part
1, chapter 1.
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4.3 Aleppo’s Leading Literary Role

At the end of the nineteenth century and turn of the twentieth century, Aleppo
produced prominent thinkers, journalists, authors, and artists whose roles in
the development of Arab thought during the Renaissance have received little
attention.2*

During that time, progressive thinker ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kawakibi appeared.
From Aleppo, he was one of the more distinguished Arab thinkers of the
Renaissance. Al-Kawakibi wrote Umm al-Qura (“Mother of Villages”) and
Taba’i‘ al-Istibdad (“The Nature of Despotism”). He held various positions in
Aleppo, including presiding over the municipality, running the national print-
ing press, and heading the chamber of commerce and the agricultural bank.25
He established two newspapers in Aleppo: al-Shahb@ in1877 and I'tidal in 1879.
After the Ottoman Wali forced him to cease publication, he decided to immi-
grate to Egypt to continue his journalistic and intellectual labour. He remained
in Egypt until his death in 1902.

Another noted figure was Rizq Allah Hassiin, a journalist from Aleppo who
established the first Arab newspaper in 1854 under the title Mirat al-Ahwal
(“Mirror of Status”). An additional renowned figure was Fransis Marrash, the
author of the first Arabic novel, Ghabat al-Haqq (“Forest of Truth”), published
in 1865. His sister, Mariyana Marrash, was the first woman to run a modern Ara-
bic literary salon.26

Aleppo saw the rise of the first poetic compositions to transcend the frame-
work of classical Arabic by poets such as Khayr al-Din al-Asadi, Urkhan Muyas-
sar, and ‘Al1 al-Nasir.

The construction of the first modern Arab printing press took place in Aleppo, a
century prior to Napoleon'’s printing press in Egypt. Butrus al-Bustani recorded
this as occurring in 1698.27 Sami al-Kayyali claims that the printing of the first
book in Aleppo dates to 1701.28 Philip Hitti counters by stating it was in 1702.29
Khalil Sabat states that it was built in 1706.3° The first Aleppo printing press is
linked to Aleppo Bishop Athnasiyts III Dabbas. He explained the process, and
‘Abdullah al-Zakhir al-Halab1 put the plans into action and constructed it.3!

24  Sami al-Kayyali, al-Haraka al-Adabiyya fi Halab: 1800-1950 (Cairo, 1957), 11.

25  ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kawakibi, al-A'mal al-Kamila, ed. Muhammad Jamal Tahhan (Beirut,
1995), 21.

26  Qustaki al-Himsi, Udaba’ Halab Dhawu l-Athar fi [-Qarn al-Tasi* Ashar (Aleppo, 1925), 92.

27 Butrus al-Bustani, Udaba’ al-Arab fi [-Andalus wa-Asr al-Inbi‘ath (Beirut, 1937), 150.

28  Sami al-Kayyali, al-Haraka al-Adabiyya fi Halab: 1800-1950 (1957), 205.

29  Philip Hitti, The History of Syria (London, 1951), 677.

3o  Khalil Sabat, Tarikh al-Tiba‘a fi [-Sharq al-Arabi (Cairo, 1958), 94.

31 Juzif llyas Kahhala, Abdullah al-Zakhir al-Halabi (Aleppo, 2006), 67.
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Jurji Zaydan states, “Syrians were the first Easterners to print Arabic letters,
with Aleppo leading the charge.”3?

‘Isa Iskandar al-Ma‘laf writes along similar lines: “People in Aleppo have a
long history with printing. There were monks in Romania who ran the printing
press, and monks also handled printing in Aleppo, throughout Lebanon, and
elsewhere. It has been apparent since ancient times that people from Aleppo
have a hand in the art of printing and building printing presss, as well as con-
tributions to science and literature.”33

Father Yusuf al-$&’igh al-Bulst al-Halabi (Bishop Maksimus $&’igh), the edi-
tor of the Massara magazine at the time, wrote: “It appears quite clear that
the founder of this printing press is none other than ‘Abdullah al-Zakhir. He
achieved a great accomplishment by building the first Arab printing press that
has published useful books for our country.” He adds: “al-Zakhir built the print-
ing press with the help of his brother. They built all its parts and they printed
several books without seeing any printing press before or being apprenticed in
this trade.”34

Bishop Athnasiyuis Dabbas asserts, in the introduction of his book al-Maza-
mir (“The Psalms”), which was published in the first printing press in Aleppo:
“God permitted us to print Arabic letters so we would know that the printing
press letters which were known as ‘Arabic script’ was created by people from
Aleppo and were designed in the same city."35

After decades of interruption, printing presses reappeared in Aleppo, num-
bering around 31 printing pressing during the 1920s.36

In a 1940s article, “Literary Life in Aleppo,” Aleppo researcher Muhammad
Yahya 1-Hashimi exclaims:

This city exemplifies the East while being a beacon of modernity. Aleppo
is made up of binary oppositions: a movement which calls for the ancient
fervently, and a modern movement which doesn’t acknowledge the old.
There’s a third movement which attempts to reconcile the two, led by
Sami al-Kayyali and Shakib al-Jabir1.37

32 Jurji Zaydan, Tarikh Adab al-Lugha l-Arabéyya (Cairo, 1914), 44

33  Al-Dad1o (Aleppo, 1947), 376.

34  Al-Massara 24 (Lebanon, 1948), 387.

35  Sami al-Kayyali, al-Haraka al-Adabiyya fi Halab: 1800-1950 (1957), 205.
36  Suhayl al-Maladhi, al-Tiba‘a wa-l-Sahafa ft Halab (Damascus, 1996), 310.
37  Al-Majma‘al-Tlmi al-Arabi 9/12 (Syria, September 1932), 299.
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As conditions in the city changed during the second half of the twentieth
century—for the abovementioned reasons—a great number of scientists, liter-
ary luminaries, artists, and journalists were forced to leave for other cities, car-
rying with them their knowledge, achievements, and deep belonging to Aleppo.

Aleppo was the pioneer of Arab journalism in the nineteenth century and
beginning of the twentieth century:

At the end of the Ottoman age (1870-1918), 28 journals and magazines were
being published.

At the end of the first Faisal Era (1918-1920), 17 journals and magazines were
being published.

During the French Mandate (1920-1946), 53 journals and magazines were
being published.

This means a grand total of 98 newspapers and magazines, a figure indi-
cating the high status of journalism in Aleppo. People from Aleppo published
several newspapers and magazines in Turkey, London, Paris, and Cairo.

I include brief examples in this table of some of the most prominent newspa-
pers and magazines:38

Newspaper Founder Start End
Furat Aleppo Government 1867 1018
al-Shahba’ ‘Abd al-Rahman al- 1877 1879
Kawakib1
al-Shudhur ‘Abd al-Masih al-Antaki 1897 1898
al-Tagaddum Shukri Kunaydir 1908 1949
al-Ra’y al-Amm Taha al-Midwar 1916 1918
Hugqugq al-Bashar ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Jabiri 1919 1920
Suriya al-Shamaliyya Antwan Sha‘rawl 1921 1928
al-Kalima Bulus Qushagjt 1924 In circulation
al-Waqt Muhammad Tahir Sum- 1925 1958
magiyya
al-Barid al-Surt Fadil Aswad 1919 1949
al-Marsah Najib Kunaydir 1921 1928
al-Hadith Sami al-Kayyali 1927 1958

38  Suhayl al-Maladhy, al-Tiba‘a wa-l-Sahafa fi Halab (Damuscus, 1996 ), 315.
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Newspaper Founder Start End
al-Jami‘a al-Islamiyya Muhammad ‘Ali al-Kahhal 1929 1958
al-Mara Nadima al-Minqari 1930 1931
al-Hawadith Mufid Husni 1931 1931
al-Dad ‘Abdullah Yarki Hallaq 1931 In circulation
Majallat al- Adiyyat ‘Adiyyat Society 1931 1940
Barg al-Shamal Niqula Janji 1934 1963
al-Dustiir Husam al-Din al-Khatib 1934 1952
al-Nadhir ‘Abd al-Rahman Nawla 1936 1958
and Ahmad Qanbar
al-Hawadith Husayn al-Sha‘bani 1939 1963
al-Islah Husayn Tawfiq ‘Abd al-Al 1940 1952
al-Najm al-Jadid ‘Abd al-Rahman Aba Qaws 1946 1952
al-Tarbiya ‘Abd al-Salam al-Kamili 1946 1963
al-Anba&’ Bashir Fansa 1947 1958
al-Watan ‘Abd al-Rahman Abu Qaws 1952 1963
al-Sanabil Ya‘qub Butrus and ‘Abd 1954 1963
al-Jalil Sallah
al-Yaqaza The Young Orthodox 1954 In circulation
Yaqaza (Awakening) Soci-
ety
Akhir Dagiga Salah al-Din al-Basma Ji 1956 1963
Adiyyat Halab ‘Adiyyat Archaeological 1975 In circulation
Society
Majallat Buhiith Jami‘at ~ University of Aleppo 1976  In circulation

Halab (Aleppo University

Research Journal)

At the turn of the twentieth century, Aleppo housed a number of libraries,
which contained thousands of manuscripts and books.3® The most promi-
nent libraries were: al-Ahmadiyya, al-Wagqfiyya, al-Khusrawiyya, al-Ikhlasiyya,

al-Sadiqiyya, al-Sakakiniyya, al-Isma‘iliyya, al-Kawakibiyya, al--Uthmaniyya, al-

Bah&’iyya, and the libraries of the Maronites, Roman Orthodox, Syriac Catho-

39  ‘Aisha al-Dabbagh, al-Haraka al-Fikriyya fi Halab (Beirut, 1951), 91.



XXIV INTRODUCTION

lics, and Roman Catholics, in addition to private libraries owned by the city’s
elite.

The National Library was constructed in 1937 by prince Mustafa 1-Shahabi,
who would later become the president of the Arab Academy of Damascus. The
famous poet, ‘Umar Abu Risha, assumed the presidency of the National Library,
followed by Sami al-Kayyali, the founder of al-Hadith magazine. He was fol-
lowed by Jalal al-Mallah, board member of ‘Adiyyat Archaeological Society. All
the presidents managed to attract prominent intellectuals and literary figure,
including:

Bishara 1-Khuri, al-Sha‘ir al-Qarawi, ‘Abbas Mahmud al-‘Aqqad, Mustafa
Sadiq al-Rafi], Taha Husayn, Mikha'll Nu‘ayma, Muhammad Husayn Haykal,
Ahmad Amin, Niqula Ziyada, Ilyas Farhat, Zaki Qunsul, Jarj Ta‘ma, Sami al-
Durabi, ‘Abdullah ‘Abd al-Dayim, Jamil Saliba, Shakir Mustafa, Kamil ‘Ayyad,
Fakhir ‘Aqil, Bint al-Shati’, Duriyya Shafiq, Fwad al-Shayib, Jarj Saydah, Shibli
al-Mallat, and Fu’ad Saraf.

Since the end of the nineteenth century, Aleppo witnessed the spread of soci-
eties and clubs with diverse agendas: patriotic, ethical, and developmental.
These included Jam'‘iyyat al-Nash’a al-Tahdhibiyya (Society of Proper Upbring-
ing), Jam‘iyyat al-Ikha* al-‘Arabi (Society of Arab Brotherhood), Jam‘iyyat al-
Ta‘lim al-Masihi (Christian Education Society), Jam‘iyyat Tathqf al-Faqir (Soci-
ety for Educating the Poor), Nad1 al-Ukhuwwa (Brotherhood Club), Nadi al-
Ta‘adud (Solidarity Club), and these included Jam‘iyyat al-Nash’ al-Faraqi
(Farougian Upbringing Society).*® The ‘Adiyyat Archaeological Society was
founded in 1924 to protect and preserve Aleppo’s monuments. Its founder was
the prominent historian Kamil al-Ghazzi, along with a number of people from
Aleppo interested in its heritage.

During the second half of the twentieth century, the number of clubs and
societies in Aleppo had reached 55 by 1958, expanding into 78 in 1969. The
number started decreasing in the seventies, corresponding to the drop in the
number of libraries in the city.!

Aleppo had six different types of schools during this time:
— Traditional Schools and Kuttabs: Some private and some under the auspices
of the Ministry of Endowments.

40  Fardinan Tatal, Wath@iq Tarikhiyya ‘an Halab (Aleppo, 1962), 114; ‘A’isha al-Dabbagh, al-
Haraka al-Fikriyya fi Halab (Beirut, 1951), 115.
41 Al-Adib 4/29 (April 1970), 33.
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— Religious Schools: Attached to mosques or independent, such as: al-Rada*-
iyya, al-Shu‘baniyya, al-Bah@’iyya, al-Qurnasiyya, al-Mansuriyya, and al-
Khusrawiyya, in addition to Christian denominational schools.#?

— Publicschools: High schools were labelled as governing offices. The first pub-
lic high school in Aleppo was founded in 1892 under the name “The Royal
Preparatory Office,” which later became “al-Ma’mun High School.”

— Specialized schools: Military, agricultural, crafts, and artisan.

— Foreign schools: Founded by European and American missions.*3

The University of Aleppo was founded in the 1940s and accredited in 1958.4*
Today it houses more than 30 colleges and 20 institutes, attended by approxi-
mately 140,000 students.

What makes University of Aleppo stand out is the Higher Institute for the
History of Arabic Science, unique throughout the world. The Institute grants
masters and doctoral degrees in the histories of primary sciences, medical sci-
ences, applied sciences, and archeaology.

5 The Arts in Aleppo during the Twentieth Century

5.1 Theatre

After the prolonged primacy of shadow puppet theatre in Aleppo, plays started
to be held in the city pioneered by Yasuf Ni‘'mat Allah Jadd (1872), Aghus-
tin ‘Azar (1887), and Antwan al-Rabat (in 1910).4° The theatre school put on
national performances. This angered the French occupiers; they shut down
several theatre troops. The National Acting Troop was formed in 1937. Its out-
standing playwrights included ‘Abd al-Rahman Abu Qaws, Bashir al-‘Abbasi,
Munir Dadikhi, Muhammad Zarif Sabbagh, and Anwar al-Sirdar.

Musicals flourished in Aleppo during this time, with contributions by Sharaf
al-Din al-Faraqi, and Kamil Shambir. The latter had studied music in Aleppo,
continued his studies in Italy and the United States, and presented operettas
in Cairo and Aleppo). The Music Club of Poet ‘Umar Abu Risha and musicians
‘Ali al-Darwish and Ahmad al-Ubari performed Zi Qar, al-Tafan (“The Flood”),
and Adhab (“Torment”).46

42 Kamil al-Ghazzi, Nahr al-Dhahab fi Tartkh Halab, 161.

43  ‘Nisha al-Dabbagh, al-Haraka al-Fikriyya fi Halab (Beirut, 1951), 99.

44  Multiple authors, Dhakirat Jamiat Halab fi Idiha al-Dhahabi 19582008 (Aleppo, 2008).
45  Fwad ‘Antabi and Najwa ‘Uthman, Halab fi Miat Am (Aleppo, 1993), 150.

46 Al-Jamahir 13763 (Aleppo, 15 October 2013).
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Theatre peaked in Aleppo during the fifties and sixties, as the number of
performances grew as well as the number of troops. The formative directors
included Salim Qataya, Nihad al-Farra, and Muhammad Hilal Damlakhi. The
most prominent playwrights were ‘Abd al-Mun‘im Isbir, Zuhayr Amir Buragq,
Muhammad Qasiyr al-Dhayl, Walid Ikhlasi, and ‘Abd al-Fattah Qal‘aJ1. The roles
of troops and theatre clubs declined during the seventies, with the emergence
of national theatre troops, people’s theatre, college theatre, and workers and
union theatre. The National Theatre witnessed a number of directors, includ-
ing Fawwaz al-Sajir, Iliya Qajmini, Grégor Kalash, Husayn Idlabi, Muhammad
al-Tayyib, Ridwan Salim, Anis Bandak, and Firas Na‘'na‘.

5.2 Fine Arts

Artists in Aleppo have excelled for centuries at the art of iconography, which
Aleppo has always pioneered, as well as Arabic calligraphy, with luminaries
such as Sa‘ld al-Aswad and Ibrahim al-Rifa‘l, and some families that adopted
it as a profession, such as the al-Mawlawi and Al al-Khatib families.*’

In the art of sculpture, the famous Aleppo sculptors include: Fathi Muham-
mad Qabawa, Alfrid Bakhash, Jak Warda, Wahid Istanbali, ‘Abd al-Rahman
Mu’aqqat, Shakib Bashqan, Talal Abt Dan, Zakariyya ‘Azziiz, Ridwan Shaykh
Turab, Murad Ways, Bakri Bsata, Su‘dd Ghanaymi, Burhan Na‘sani, and ‘Abd al-
Qadir Qatta“.

The first photography studio was established in Aleppo in the Bab al-Faraj
square in 1900.*8 Photography amateurs sought to document Aleppo’s local
environment and its historic neighbourhoods using advanced methods during
the mid-century. They included Thsan Shit, Haytham Kawakibi, Walid Mulqi,
Anwar ‘Abd al-Ghafur, ‘Adil Muhanna, and Ghiyath ‘Al@> al-Din.

The pioneer of fine arts in Aleppo was Munib al-Nagshabandi. During the
twenties, other figures appeared, such as Nadim Bakash, ‘Abd al-Hamid Qa-
mari, and ‘Alf Rida Mu‘in. In the thirties, Ghalib Salim was the first graduate
from the Academy of Fine Arts in Rome. Another prominent artist was Wahbi
al-Hariri, Aleppo’s first professional artist. Others included Fath1 Muhammad
Qabawa and Alfrid Bakhash. Together they curated a joint exhibit for fine arts
in Aleppo in 1948.49

With the founding of the Centre for Fine Arts in Aleppo in the 1960s under
Isma‘ql Husni, numerous graduates returned from abroad, including: Fatih al-
Mudarris, Luay Kayyali, Ralan Khari, Talib Yaziji, and Fawwaz Nasr1 from

47  Al-Ma‘rifa134 (Damascus, 1973).
48  Al-Hayah al-Tashkiliyya 67/1.5 (May 1981).
49  Dalil Ma‘rid Asdiga’ al-Funin (Aleppo, 1948).
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Rome; Wahid Istanbali from Vienna; and Wajth Sattiit, Ahmad Jazmati, and
Muhammad ‘Assani from Cairo. This was concurrent with the emergence of
creative amateurs such as Wahid Mugharba, Muhammad ‘Azazi, As‘ad al-
Mudarris, Burhan Na‘sani, and Sami Burhan .50

In the seventies, young artists who held individual exhibits included Ma’-
min Saqqal, Sa‘d Yagan, ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhanna, Tahir al-Bunni, and Yasuf
Sabuni.5!

In the eighties and nineties, Aleppo’s artistic scene produced prominent
artists, including: Sharif Muharram, Yasuf ‘Aqil, Nabih Qataya, Wahid Qas-
sas, ‘Al al-Sarmini, Marwan Qassab Bashi, Nadhir Isma‘], Sa‘id al-Taha, Ya‘qab
Ibrahim, Mahmiud al-Sajir, Zuhayr Dabbagh, ‘Adnan Muyassar, Thsan ‘Antabi,
‘Abd al-Qadir Bsata, Hazim ‘Aquyl, Jubran Hidaya, Ahmad Barha, Nasir Na‘san
Aghé, Diya’ al-Himaw1, ‘Abd al-Muhsin Khanji, and the brothers Ni‘mat and
Bashir Badawi.

5.3 Music and Song

Aleppo has always been associated with music. People from Aleppo are famous
for their devout love of music and their keen interest in maintaining Aleppo’s
musical heritage, whether musicians, amateurs, or even mere listeners. Sev-
eral religious scholars were familiar with magamat and musical notes such as
Shaykh Muhammad Balanka and Shaykh Muhammad al-Hakim. Some schol-
ars considered music part of the study of philosophy and math.5?

It is not strange that scholar Kristiyan Bukhah identifies Aleppo as the orig-
inal music capital.>® Aleppo spread its music to other regions through several
musicians, including Nari al-Mallah, ‘Ali al-Darwish, ‘Umar al-Batsh, and Kamil
Shambir. Aleppo shared its music with Egypt in the 17th century through Shakir
Afandi al-Halabi, and with Iraq, as confirmed by French Orientalist Louis Mas-
signon.>*

French journalist Jean-Louis Mangalein wrote:

Traditions of late Aleppo nights go back to ancient times. Alf Layla wa-
Layla (“One Thousand One Nights” or “Arabian Nights”) refers to late
Aleppo nights as an Eastern dream associated with the apex of Arab

50  Al-Jamahir 12749 (Aleppo, 6 January 2009).

51 Tahir al-Bunni, al-Fann al-Tashkili fi Halab (Damascus, 1997).

52 Muhammad Qadri Dallal, al-Qudud al-Diniyya: Bahth Tarikht wa-Musiqi fi al-Qudud al-
Halabiyya (Damascus 2006), 19; Al-Mustagbal, “Ahl Halab Alladhina Ahabba 1-Musiqa
Akthar min Siwahum” (1 January 2006).

53  Ziyad ‘Assaf, al-Mansi fi [-Ghina’ al-Arabi, vol. 1 (Cairo, 2015).

54  Muhammad Kamil al-Khal‘i, Kitab al-Misiqa al-sharqt (Cairo, 1993), 304.
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civilization from times past. It is not difficult to imagine some prosper-
ous individuals in Aleppo who loved music inviting the finest of Aleppo’s
singers and composers.>®

Lyrical musical forms in Aleppo can be classified into four main categories:
“Muwashshah, qudud, mawawil sabawiyya, and sung poems.” Musical rituals
are performed across different areas in Aleppo such as Zawiyyas (Sufi meeting
spaces), mosques, mawlid festivals, cafés, theatres, and private parties.

The most eminent composers of the twentieth century included: ‘Umar al-
Batsh, ‘Ali al- Darwish, Bakrl al-Kurdi, Kamil Shambir, Ahmad al-Ubari, ‘Aqil
al-Manbaji, Nadim al-Darwish, Bahjat Hassan, Muhammad Rajab, Ahmad ‘Aqil,
‘Aziz Ghannam, Majdi al-‘Aqili, and Hasan Bassal.

Noted instrumental performers of the twentieth century included: Ahmad
al-Mughayari, Jamil Jukhdar, Ishaq ‘Adas, Niqula Hajjar, Sami al-Shawwa, ‘Abda
Zarzur, Najmi al-Sukkari, Diya’ al-Sukkari, Tawfiq al-Sabbagh, Antwan Zabita,
Fuad Hasstun, Hassan Tannari, Muhammad Qadri Dallal, and Ayman Jisr1.

Esteemed singers included: Ahmad Salim, Isma‘l al-Shaykh, Basil Hajjar,
Jabra l-Akshar, Salih Qasir al-Dhayl, Tahir al-Naqsh, Muhammad Ghazzal,
Ahmad al-Fagsh, Salih al-Muhabbik, As‘ad Salim, ‘Abd al-Qadir Hajjar, Hasan
Haffar, Mustafa Mahir, Adib al-Dayikh, Sabr1 Mudallal, Muhammad Khayri,
Sabah Fakhri, ‘Umar Sarmini, Ahmad Azraq, Muhannad Yagan, Zakiyya Ham-
dan, Maha al-Jabiri, Raba al-Jammal, Mayyada al-Hinnawi, and Mayyada
Basilis.

5.4 Cinema

Nobody can dispute that the most prestigious Arab name globally is direc-
tor Mustafa al-‘Aqqad (1930—2005), who promoted Arab and Islamic causes
through his world cinema. Other celebrated and famous cinematic names from
Aleppo include director Samir Dhikra, film editor Antwanit ‘Azrih, and cine-
matographer Hanna Ward.

6 Most Illustrious Researchers in Aleppo

6.1 In Heritage

Kamil al-Ghazzi, Muhammad Raghib al-Tabbakh, Qustaki al-Himsi, Khayr al-
Din al-Asadi, Subhi al-Sawwaf, Mikha1l al-Saqqal, Fu’ad ‘Antabi, Fardinan Tatal,

55  Muhammad Qadari Dallal, Sabri Mudallal: Shaykh al-Mutribin (Damascus, 2006).
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Nawfitas Idlabi, Faysal al-Sayrafl, Nadir al-‘Attar, Jirjis Shilhut, Yasuf Qushagji,
Muhammad Kamil Faris, ‘A’isha al-Dabbagh, Mohammad Kujjah, Fu’ad Hilal,
Najwa ‘Uthman, ‘Abdullah Hajjar, Qadar1 Qala Ji, ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Ujayli,
Aghnatiyts Dik, Bassam Jamus, Butrus Mirayati, Mahran Minasiyan, Fayiz al-
Humsi, Mahmud Faysal al-Rifa‘l, Lamiya’ al-Jasir, Shawqi Sha‘th, Yahanna Ibra-
him, Bulus Yazji, Muhammad Bashshar al-Rifa‘i, Mahmud Zayn al-Abidin,
‘Uthman Mahmalat, Mahmud Haritani, Marwan al-Rifa‘T, Na‘m Bakhkhash,
‘Abd al-Rahman Hamida, Ahmad Sirdar, Faydallah al-Ghadiri, Ahmad Taysir
Ku‘ayyid, Jarj Khawwam, Muhammad ‘Adnan Katibi, Samir Tahhan, and Ma’-
mun Fansa.

6.2 Scholars

Sami al-Kayyali, Fath Allah Saqqal, Muhammad As‘ad Talas, ‘Abd al-Rahman
al-Kayyali, Idman Rabbat, Amin ‘Ayrad, Mustafa al-Zarqa, As‘ad Muhaffal, Jir-
jis Mardini, Mahmud al-Lababidi, Hasan Tawfiq ‘Abd al-‘Al, Hamid al-Antaks,
‘Abd al-Qadir al-Karmany, Fakhir ‘Aqil, Jarj Tarabishi, Riyad al-Jabri, Sa‘d Zagh-
lal al-Kawakibi, Muhammad Jamal Barat, Suhayl al-Maladhi, Husayn al-Siddiq,
and Juzif Kahhala.

6.3 Scientific Editors
Muhammad Sami al-Dahhan, Fakhr al-Din Qabawa, ‘Azza Hasan, Muhammad

Kamal, Salah Kazzara, and Fayiz al-Daya.

6.4 In the History of Science

Muhammad Yahya al-Hashimi, Qasim Ahmad, Ahmad Yuasuf al-Hasan, Taha
Ishaq al-Kayyali, Khalid al-Maghut, Mustafa Mawalidi, ‘Abd al-Karim Shahada,
Kamal Shahada, Salman Qataya, Jamil Kanna, Badr al-Din Zaytini, and Bagh-
dad ‘Abd al-Mun‘im.

6.5 In Literature

Khalil al-Hindaw1, Mahmuad Fakhari, Bakri Shaykh Amin, Muhammad Hamwi-
yya, Muhammad Khayr al-Halwani, Salih al-Ashtar, Sabr1 al-Ashtar, Zaynab
Birah Jakli, ‘Umar al-Daqqaq, Mahmud Mungidh al-Hashimi, ‘Abd al-Karim al-
Ashtar, ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Sabuani, Kamil Nasif, Badr al-Din al-Hadir1, Muham-
mad al-Antaki, ‘Ali Rida, Nasra Sa‘id, Malaka Abyad, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Basha,
Nadima al-Munkari, Ahmad Talas, Majid Abu Qaws, Safiyya Lutfi, Thurayya
Muhyt al-Din, Lutfi al-Saqqal, Nu‘man Sakhita, ‘Isam Qasabiji, ‘Abd al-Rahman
Darkazalli, Sa‘ad al-Din Kulayb, Naim al-Yafi, ‘Abd al-Rahman‘Utba, Ahmad
Ziyad Muhabbik, Mahmid Muhammad Asad, Ma'min al-Jabiri, Ahmad
Dughan, and Ahmad Fawzi al-Hayb.
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6.6 In the Arts

Nadim al-Darwish, Fu’ad Raja’i, ‘Abd al-Rahman Jabaqaji, Muhammad Qadr1
Dallal, Mamduh al-Jabiri, Jamil Walaya, Mahmud Kahil, Hilal Damlakhi, Sharif
Khazandar, Tahir al-Bunni, Sa‘dallah Agha al-Qal‘a, and ‘Abd al-Fattah Qal‘a Ji.

6.7 Translators

Hasib al-Halaw1, Wadi‘ Qastun, Ilyas Ghali, Najib Migarbani, Muhammad Jadid,
Jirjis Mardini, Muhammad al-Tanji, Rinth Khawwam, Ishaq Shammis, Nihad
Khayyata, Kitti Salim, and Aliksandar Kashishyan.

6.8 Novelists and Authors of Fiction from Aleppo

Fadil al-Siba‘q, Shakib al-Jabri, ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Sabuni, Jarj Salim, Muham-
mad al-Rashid, ‘Abd al-Ilah Yahya, Walid Ikhlasi, Muhammad Abua Ma‘tagq,
Nihad Siris, Faysal Khartash, Kamil Iskif, Muzaffar Sultan, Adib al-Nahwi, Hasib
Kayyali, Jihad al-Katib, Tahir al-Sabuni, Nash’a al-Martini, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-
Bik, ‘Ali Baddur, Badr al-Din al-Hadiri, Shams al-Din Shamsa, Mustafa Zayyat,
Fu’ad Rifa‘l, René ‘Abbudi, Fadil Diya’ al-Din, Subhi al-‘Ujayli, ‘Abd al-Wahhab
Sayis, Layla Saya Salim, Diya’ Qasabji, Mahmud al-Wahhab, ‘Abd al-Ghani Ham-
mada, ‘Adnan Kazzara, Nadir al-Siba‘T, Nadim Khashfa, Subhiyya ‘Anadani, Iyad
Jamil Mahfuz, Jurjit Hannash, Khalid Khalifa, Niraz Malik, ‘Abdullah Maksir,
Maha Hasan, and Shuhla al-‘Ujayli.

A group of authors from Aleppo formed a literary collective they called Rabitat
al-Asdiq@’ (The Collective of Friends) or Usrat al-Asdiqa’ (Family of Friends).5¢
This collective was founded in Aleppo in 1958 and it included the following
authors: Fadil al-Siba‘, Jurj Salim, Fadil Diya’ al-Din, Badr al-Din al-Hadir1, and
‘Al1 al-Zaybag.

7 The Poetry Movement in Aleppo in the Twentieth Century

Similar to other Arab cities, Aleppo experienced a reawakening of Arabic
poetry at the turn of the twentieth century, following decades of stagnation.
The reasons for this regression are discussed in the introduction of Chapter
Eight in Volume One of the anthology Aleppo in Classical Poetry. One of the
main causes of the literary and poetic renaissance was the patriotic feeling

56 ~ Muhammad ‘Abd al-Wasi® Shawayhna, al-Qissa al-Qasira fi A‘mal Rabitat al-Kuttab al-
Arab (Damascus 2005).
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fuelled by invaders such as France and Britain, followed by Zionist occupiers.
The development of poetry resulted from this cultural awakening, reflecting
politics and society at the time.

Other factors in this awakening were the influences of other cultures on the
poets, along with the desire to preserve their cultural heritage. This came at
a time when exposure to external cultures reached an all-time high. People
were fluent in other languages, exposed to translated works, travelled, and were
educated at international universities, in addition to the spread of publishing,
journalism, and new forms of media.

I discussed Aleppo’s literary prominence in the twentieth century; the book
Poésie syrienne contemporaine also attests to this.5” The author, Salih Diyab,
classifies poets according to three waves of modernism. Aleppo is the centre of
the first modernism. The second was Shir (“Poetry) magazine, which was pub-
lished in Beirut between 1950 and 1957. The third wave of modernism occurred
within the poetry movement of the 1970s in the Kirkuk group, including trans-
lations of Eastern European poetry. Diyab opens his book with two pioneering
Aleppo poets: Khayr al-Din al-Asadi and Urkhan Muyassar. He concludes with
the poets of the literary gathering of the University of Aleppo, addressing ‘Umar
Abu Risha particularly, who influenced poets in exile and a great number of
twentieth-century poets.

Encyclopaedias and Arabic poetry anthologies have discussed poets from
Aleppo extensively, including the following: Shu‘ara@’ Halab fi Mujjam al-Bab-
tayn li--Shu‘ara’ al-Arab al-MuGsirin (“Anthology of Aleppo Poets in the Bab-
tain Lexicon for Contemporary Arab Poets”), Mujjam Udaba’ Halab fi I-Qarn
al-Tshrin (“Encyclopaedia of Aleppan Authors in the Twentieth Century”),
MuSam al-Mwallifin al-Sariyyin fi [-Qarn al-Ishrin (“Encyclopaedia of Syrian
Authors in the Twentieth Century”), Mujam al-Shu‘ara’ min al-Asr al-jahili
Hatta Sanat 2002 (“Encyclopaedia of Poets from Pre-Islamic Times to 2002"),
Mawsit‘at al-Shi‘r al-Arabt al-Hadith wa-l-Mu‘asir (“Anthology of Contempo-
rary and Modern Poetry”), the six volumes of Udaba’ min Halab fi-Nisf al-Thani
min al-Qarn al-Tshrin (“Poets from Aleppo during the Second Half of the Twen-
tieth Century”), and the four volumes of Antulijiyya al-Shi‘r al-Sart (“Anthology
of Syrian Poetry”).58

57  Salih Diyab, Poésie syrienne contemporaine (Paris, 2018).

58  ‘Adnan Farzat, Shu‘ara’ Halab fi Mu§jam al-Batin lil-Shu‘ara’ al-Arab al-Muasirin (Kuwait,
2006); Ahmad Daghan, Mujam Udaba’ Halab fi l-Qarn al-Ishrin (Aleppo, 2004); ‘Abd al-
Qadir ‘Ayyash, MuS§am al-Mu'allifin al-Sariyyin fi I-Qarn al-Ishrin (Damascus, 1985); Kamil
Salman al-Jaburi, Mujam al-Shu‘ara’ min al-Asr al-Jahili Hatta Sanat 2002 (2003); Yasuf
Hasan Nawfal, Mawsi‘at al-Shi‘r al-Arabi al-Hadith wa-l-Mu‘asir (Cairo, 2005).
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It is a difficult undertaking to calculate the vast number of Aleppo-born poets,
or those who lived there during a century. An approximate estimation is
enough of an indicator of Aleppo’s poetic presence. At the turn of the twenty-
first century, the number of poets residing in Aleppo reached 125 poets working
in various poetic styles.>®

7.1 Classical Poets in Aleppo

‘Umar Abu Risha, Sharl Khiiri, ‘Umar Abii Qaws,‘Abdullah Yirki Hallag, Adil
al-Ghadban, Bitraki al-Khayyat, Basil al-Farra’, Ibrahim al-Aswad, Muhammad
Jamil al-Aqqad, Mamdiuh Mawlad, Sulayman al-Tsa, Qadri Mayu, Antwan Sha‘-
rawl, Muhammad Manla Ghuzayyil, Muhy1 al-Din Hajj Isa, ‘Umar Baha’ al-
Din al-Amiri, Hashim Day, Abu al-Huda Fu'ad al-As‘ad, Ahmad al-Bara’ al-
Amir1 , Muhammad Mudarr Sakhayta, Muhammad Khayr al-Din Isbir, Niviin
Saba, Salih al-Mar al-Halabi, Ahmad TIzz al-Din al-Bayanuni, Muhammad
‘Arif al-Rifa‘, ‘Abdullah ‘Itr, Nizar al-Kayyali, ‘Ali al-Zaybaq, ‘A’isha al-Dabbagh,
Muhammad Khatib ‘Ayyan, Fawwaz Hajji, Zuhayr al-Muzawwig, ‘Abd al-‘Alim
al-Rahmun, Zarif Sabbagh, Majid al-Maladhi, Muhammad Sa‘id Fakhra, Mu-
hammad Hilal Fakhra, Ahmad ‘Al1 Babilli, Mahmuad al-Sayyid al-Dughaym,
Ilyas Hidaya, Salih Surdji, Jarj Shidyaq, Muhammad Nadim Khadija, Ahmad
Diba, Muhammad Bashir Dahdiith, ‘Abdullah Tsa al-Salama, Salim ‘Abd al-
Qadir, ‘Abd al-Hakim al-Anis, Muhammad Sayyid al-Jasim, ‘Adil Bakrd, ‘Abd
al-Razzaq Ma‘raf, Muhammad Husam al-Din Duwidari, Khalid Mu‘addil, Wasif
Bagi, ‘Adil al-Misri, Muhammad Hasan ‘Abd al-Muhsin, Muhammad Wafa’ al-
Din al-Muw’aqqit, Muhammad al-Hasnaw1, Isma‘ll ‘Umar Manstr, Muhammad
al-Hajj Mar‘t, Muhammad Diya’ al-Din Sabuni, ‘Abd al-Jalil ‘Aliyan, Muhammad
‘Adnan al-Khatib, Samir Bakra, Muhammad ‘Abdullah al-Quali, ‘Abd al-Karim
Mardilli, Muhammad Ahmad Kilziyya, Nadir Husayn Abii ‘Awad, Yasuf ‘Ubayd,
and Muhammad Akram al-Khatib.

7.2 Poets of Classical Qasidas and Blank Verse

Sabah al-Din Kuraydi, Muhammad Kamal, Jalal Qudaymati, Mahmad Muham-
mad Kilzi, Mustafa Badaw1i, Zahir Kunayfati, Ibrahim Mujahid al-Jaz&'iri, Khalil
‘Arif Jalak, Mahmuad ‘Ali al-Sald, Ahmad Dughan, Fawwaz Hajji, ‘Amir al-
Dabak, Muhammad al-Zinu al-Sallam, Mahmad Muhammad Asad, Moham-
mad Kujjah, Kamal Kujjah, Bahija Misr1 Idlibi, Adele Barshini, Zakariyya Mas-
sas, Abbud Kanju, Muhammad Riyad Hamsha, Nihad Rida, Badr Rustum, and
al-Ma’'min Qabbani.

59  Muhammad al-Zint al-Sallim, “Al-Haraka al-Shi‘riyya fi Halab fi Nihayat al-Qarn al-
‘Ishrin,” al-Thagafa (Damascus, 1 April 2002), 35.
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7.3 Poets of Blank Verse and Prose Poems

Lway Fuwad al-As‘ad, Mustafa al-Najjar, Sa‘id Rajji, Nada I-Dana, Samir Tah-
han, ‘Abd al-Qadir Aba Rahma, Nabth al-Sha“ar, Tayma’ al-Nasir, Riyad Salih
al-Husayn, Yusuf Tafish, Hashim Mungqidh al-Amiri, Suhayb ‘Anjarini, Ibrahim
Kassar, Mahmud ‘Adil Badinjki, Lamis Hujja, Mustafa al-Hajj Husayn, Badr Rus-
tum, Ahmad Husayn Humaydan, Fu’ad Muhammad Fu’ad, Ahmad Tsam ‘Abd
al-Qadir, Widad Nabi, ‘Isam Tarshahani, Hasan ‘Asi al-Shaykh, ‘Abd al-Salam
Hallim, Husam al-Din Kurdi, Sayf al-Din al-Katib, ‘Abd al-Salam Kan‘an, and
Ghaliya Khija.

7.4 Prose Poets (Poetic Texts)

Khayr al-Din al-Asadi, Urkhan Muyassar, ‘Ali al-Nasir, Husayn Raji, ‘Abd al-
Rahim Al Shalabi, Layla Maqdisi, Layla Urfah Li, Fayha al-‘Ashiq, Muhammad
Shaykh ‘Uthman, Khalid Agha al-Qal‘a, Fayiz Maqdisi, Samir Kibbi, Muham-
mad Jum‘a Samagqiyya, Muhammad al-Ma’man al-Jabirl, Muhammad Jamal
Tahhan, Farid Nazariyan, ‘Abbas Hayruka, Ahmad Mushawwil, ‘Afaf al-Rashid,
and Muhyi al-Din al-Ladhiqani.
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