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Introduction

K. Makarim al-akhlaq wa-mahasin al-adab wa-bad@’i‘ al-awsaf
wa-ghara’ib al-tashbihat

Makarim al-akhlaq wa-mahasin al-adab wa-bada@’ic al-awsaf wa-ghard’ib
al-tashbthat [Noble Character, Excellent Conduct, Admirable Descriptions,
and Curious Similes] is an adab work that consists of a short introduction
and three chapters (babs) each divided into several sections ( fasls). The first
bab addresses acquiring noble character and excellent conduct (al-tahalli
bi-makarim al-akhlag wa-mahasin al-adab) and comprises twelve sections;
the second addresses shunning away from base character and ugly traits
(al-tazakki ‘an masawi’ al-akhlag wa-maqabih al-shiyam) and is divided into
eleven sections; and the third addresses admirable descriptions and curious
similes (bada’i al-awsaf wa-ghara’ib al-tashbihat) and consists of four sections.
At the end of the text one finds a relatively long appendix of widely circulating
proverbs (amthal sa’ira), presumably added by either the author of the book
or the scribe.

The term adab deserves special attention. It is a concept that encompasses
the three apparently disseminated parts of the book: noble versus base char-
acter, literary descriptions and similes, and proverbs. Wolfthart Heinrichs notes
that by the fourth/tenth century, adab had three significations: (1) good and
correct behavior, (2) the genre referred to as “adab literature” in modern schol-
arship which usually encompasses compilations of quotable sayings, and
(3) the body of literary and linguistic knowledge presented by “adab disci-
plines” or al-ulum al-adabiyya.! Recent scholarship has shown that adab

1 See Heinrichs, “The Classification of the sciences,” 119—20. Numerous studies have discussed
the concept and definitions of adab. Gustave von Grunebaum has emphasized the concept
of adab form and as an approach or style, see Grunebaum, Medieval Islam, 255. Charles Pellat
has stressed the functional purpose of adab as moral, social and intellectual curriculum, see
Pellat, “Variations sur le theme,” 19-37. Seeger A. Bonebakker suggests a more restricted defi-
nition: adab is the “literary scholarship of a cultivated man presented in a systematic form,”
see Bonebakker, “Adab and the concept of belles-lettres,” 16—30. For more comprehensive
surveys of the term, see Fihndrich, “Der Begriff ‘Adab’ und sein literarischer Niederschlag,”
326—45; Kilpatrick, “adab,” 1:56; Kilpatrick, “Anthologies, Medieval,” 94—6; Kilpatrick, “A Genre
in Classical Arabic,” 34—42; Sadan, “Hartn al-Rashid and the brewer,” 1-22; Holmberg, “Adab
and Arabic literature,” 180—205; Toorawa, “Defining adab,” 287-304; and Heath, “Al-Jahiz,
adab, and the art,” 133-72.
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2 INTRODUCTION

constitutes a special kind of education, a moral and intellectual curriculum
aimed at a particular urban class whose needs and aspirations it reflects.?

This last aspect of adab was emphasized by Wolthart Heinrichs, who has
suggested that the practice of muhadara (having the apposite quotation at
one’s fingertips) is an informing principle of adab. Heinrichs observed that
the content of adab is not selected only because of its aesthetic merit, but
also because of its function in social discourse.? Jaakko Himeen-Anttila simi-
larly notes: “In its ethical, professional, and literary meanings, adab is a term
that refers not only to literature but also to an ideal of behaviour and the will
and ability to put into practice the theoretical wisdom found in adab books.
In literary adab, this refers to a civilised person’s ability to quote the material
appropriately. The social context and the appropriate use of adab makes a per-
son an adib.* Joseph Sadan has introduced two useful notions, oral adab and
written adab, while emphasizing their mutual relation. “Oral adab” is the out-
come of “muhadarat al-udaba” (understood here as literary gatherings) which
is then recorded in the anthologies of “written adab” to be used subsequently
in majalis.> Thus, adab as such keeps circulating, rotating, accumulating, and
appropriating new material.

Regardless of the epistemological debate surrounding the term adab as a
distinct category, form, style, or approach in Arabic literature, one can gen-
erally observe that many adab works originate from the author’s impulse to
anthologize. Makarim al-akhlag, along with its appendix, is in essence an
anthology of “good conduct” and of quotations suitable for social and literary
discourse. It reflects the three ingredients of adab: behavior, literary culture,
and learning.

2 See Hiameen-Anttila, “Adab, Arabic, early developments;” Gabrieli, “Adab,” 1: 175-6; Khalidi,
Arabic historical thought 89; Hodgson, The venture of Islam, The Classical Age of Islam, 451-3.
See Heinrichs, “Review of Cambridge History of Arabic Literature: Abbasid Belles-Lettres,” 130.
See Hidmeen-Anttila, “Adab, Arabic, early developments.”

See Sadan, “Harun al-Rashid and the brewer,” 2—3.

D gt A~ W

The concept of adab itself does allow room for the inclusion of works that are not based on
the concept of drawing on “the best of the best,” such as rasa’il, khutab, magamat, mirrors for
princes, biographical dictionaries, commentaries, works of sarigat, amalt, and many mono-
graphs that do not involve selection at all, such as al-Tarbi* wa-[-tadwir of al-Jahiz. See Orfali,
“A sketch map of Arabic poetry anthologies,” 31.
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Makarim al-akhlaq and Masaw?’ al-akhlaq

Treating the topics of noble and base character-traits in Arab-Islamic civiliza-
tion was part of the wider discussion of akhlaqg (ethics or general morality).”
Compilers often dedicated individual chapters in their multithematic collec-
tions to the subject of makarim al-akhlag (and sometimes to its opposite, i.e.
masawi’ al-akhlaq) in which they drew a connection between ethical values,
proper conduct, tradition, and/or eloquent speech. It was indeed a common
topic in compilations concerned with “proper conduct” such as anthologies of
hadith (e.g. al-Sunan al-kubra of Bayhaqi), adab (e.g. al-Muntahal of Tha‘alibi),
and proverbs (e.g. al-Amthal of Abt ‘Ubayd). Most relevant to this inquiry are
the specialized collections of hadith and adab that include the phrase makarim
al-akhlag in their titles.8

In his study on the term “makarim al-akhlaq,” Bishr Faris lists nine surviv-
ing works in Arabic in whose titles the phrase makarim al-akhlag appears.®
These are:

Makarim al-akhldg by Ibn Abi l-Dunya (d. 281/894)

Makarim al-akhlaqwa-ma‘aliha by Muhammad b. Ja‘far al-Khara’iti (d. 327/938)

Makarim al-akhlag by Sulayman b. Ahmad al-Tabarani (d. 360/970)

Mabkarim al-akhlag by Abi Mansur al-Tha‘alibi (429/1039)'°

Makarim al-akhlag by an anonymous author!!

al-Dhakh@ir wa-l-a'laq ft adab al-nufus wa-makarim al-akhlaq by Abu 1-Hasan
Sallam b. ‘Abdallah al-Bahili (d. 544/1149)

Makarim al-akhlag by al-Fadl b. al-Hasan al-Tabarsi (d. 548/1153)

Makarim al-akhlag wa-[-siyasa by (Shams al-Din?) al-Tustari'?

Makarim al-khilag li-ahl Makarim al-akhlag by Ibn Kinan al-Dimashqi
(d. 1153/1740)

7 For a survey of ethical theories in Islam, see Fakhry, Ethical theories in Islam.

8 The list would of course grow more if one is to include books that have the words
“makarim” and “akhlag” in their titles.

9 Faris, Mabahith ‘arabiyya, 31f.

10  Faris is referring to the work published by Louis Cheikho in al-Machreq 3 (1900) and dis-
cussed below.

11 Faris is referring here to Ms Leiden Or. 300 edited in this volume.

12 Areference to Ms Dar al-Kutub 994. We suggest the author is Shams al-Din al-Shushtari

(d. 963/1555-6).
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One may add to Faris’s list Makarim al-akhlag by Abu Jafar Radi al-Din
al-Naysabuuri (d. 598/1202),13 Makarim al-akhlag by Ibn Taymiyya (d. 728/1328),'4
and Fusul al-adab wa-makarim al-akhlaq al-mashra‘a by Abu 1-Wafa® ‘Al1 b.
‘Aqil al-Baghdadi (d. 513/1119).1% The work titled Makarim al-akhlaq by Ghiyath
al-Din b. Humam al-Din Muhammad Khvand Amir is not related to the genre
and is a treatise on ‘Alishir Nava'l.

Faris lists six authors who wrote works bearing this title that are no longer
extant: (1) Aba Mansir Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahid
Ibn al-Sabbagh (fl. late 5th/11th century), (2) Sulayman b. Banin (d. 613/1216),
(3) ‘Abd al-Malik b. Habib (d. 238 or 9/853—4), (4) Ahmad b. Muhammad b.
Khaliq/Khalid, (5) al-Barqi, and (5%) Ahmad b. Abi ‘Abdallah b. Muhammad b.
Khalid b. ‘Abd al-Rahman.

In his study of Makarim al-akhlaq of Tbn Abi 1-Dunya, James Bellamy dis-
cusses this list of lost works and identifies some of the authors. Bellamy notes
that the last two names in Bishr Faris’s list are one and the same and that
the correct form of the name, following al-Fihrist and Irshad al-arib (Mujam
al-udaba@’), is Ahmad b. Abi ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. Khalid b. ‘Abd al-Rahman
b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Barqt (fl. 3rd/gth century).’® One can also add to
this list of lost works Makarim al-akhlag by Abi Bakr Ahmad b. ‘Al1 al-Faqth
al-Hamadhani known as Ibn Lal (d. 398/1008)!7 and Makarim al-akhlaq by the
Quran commentator Abu 1-Hasan ‘Ali b. Sahl b. ‘Abbas b. Sahl al-Naysabtirt
(d. 491/1097).18

The first two chapters of Makarim al-akhlaq attributed to Thaalibi resemble
in their structure, content, and heavy reliance on prophetic tradition the early
works of the genre as found in the similarly entitled works of Ibn Abi -Dunya
and Khara'1t1. In fact Khara'1iti has another work titled Masaw:’ al-akhlag. 1t is
highly probable that the author of the present book has benefitted from the

13 Faris lists this among the lost works, but the Persian treatise was published, along with
Nasir al-Din al-Tasi’s Goshayesh Nameh in Ostad Daneshpajuh, Du risalah dar akhlag. The
authors thank Hossein Kamaly for this reference.

14  Ed.‘A. Badran and M. al-Haji, Beirut 1995.

15  Ed. ‘A. al-Suhaymi, Riyadh 2002.

16 See Bellamy, “The Makarim al-akhlag by Ibn Abi 1-Dunya,” 108. Bellamy notes that he
flourished in the early and middle parts of the third/fourth century.

17 See for this work al-Sam‘ani, al-Tahbir fi -Mujjam al-Kabir, 2/364 and al-Sam‘ani, al-Mu-
ntakhab ‘an Mujam Shuyukh al-Sam‘ani, 821, 1819; al-Hanbali, al-Taqyid li-ma‘rifat ruwat
al-sunan, 152 (and the primary sources provided by the editor to the biography of Ibn Lal).
Ghazzali quotes it several times in Ihya’ ‘Ulam al-Din, see for example 1:32, 2:12, 44, 179,
3:56, 65, 135, 245, 419, 133, 161, 233.

18  See Subki, Tabagat al-Shafi‘iyya al-Kubra, 5:258—9.
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works of al-Khara’it1 and Ibn Abi I-Dunya. He may have also utilized Ibn Abi
1-Dunya’s other shorter treatises that discuss specific themes under the larger
umbrella of noble and base character, such as Istina“ al-ma‘raf, al-Tawadu
wa-l-khumul, al-Tawakkul ‘ala lah, al-Ju', al-Hilm, Dhamm al-baghy, al-Zuhd,
al-Shukr li-llah, al-Samt wa-adab al-lisan, al-Ugqubat, Qira l-dayf, Qisar al-amal,
Qada’ al-hawa’ij, Muhasabat al-nafs, Mudarat al-nas, al-Hamm wa-l-huzn, and
al-Wara“. Early works of zuhd (asceticism/renunciation) may have been used in
related sections. Parallels exist between Makarim al-akhlaq and the books enti-
tled al-Zuhd of Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241/855), al-Mu‘afa b. ‘Imran al-Mawsili
(d. 185/800-1), Waki‘ b. Jarrah (d. 197/812), Hannad b. al-Sari (d. 243/857), and
Abu Dawud al-Sijistan1 (d. 275/889), in addition to al-Zuhd wa-l-raqa’iq of
‘Abdallah b. al-Mubarak (d. 181/797), al-Zuhd wa-sifat al-zahidin of Abt Sa‘id b.
al-Arabi (d. 340/952), and al-Zuhd al-kabir of Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Bayhaqi
(d. 458/1066). Some materials find parallels in works of Sufism such as Hilyat
al-awliya’ of Aba Nu‘aym al-Isfahani (d. 430/1038) and most importantly Ihya’
‘ulum al-din of Aba Hamid al-Ghazzali (d. 505/1111).

Nevertheless, with the absence of isnads in the book, there is no clear-
cut evidence that the author of the work used any of these books in compil-
ing his work, as the repertoire of this material is more or less fixed and the
early works often rely on each other. Moreover, the prophetic traditions with
which the author often opens his chapters are common in the major compila-
tions of hadith, including those of sahih works, sunan and musnads, but it is
unlikely that the author drew his material directly from these works. Moreover,
the sections of these two first chapters are frequent topics in adab antholo-
gies from all periods, which explains the shared material with works such
as Uyun al-akhbar of Tbn Qutayba (d. 276/885), al-Tadhkira al-Hamduniyya
of Tbn Hamdun (d. 562/1166), Muhadarat al-udaba’ of al-Raghib al-Isfahani
(d. 422/1031), al-Iqd al-farid of Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi (d. 328/940), Rabi al-abrar
of Zamakhshari (d. 538/1144), and al-Tamthil wa-l-muhadara of Tha‘alibi
(d. 429/1039). Therefore, it is most likely that the author of Makarim al-akhlag
utilized a variety of sources in order to compile the first two chapters of his
work, which is unlike the method he used in the third chapter which focuses
on descriptions and similes.

The first chapter of the book comprises twelve sections with the follow-
ing titles: (1) On encouraging noble character-traits ( fi [-hathth ‘ala makarim
al-akhlag), (2) On knowledge and the virtue of seeking it ( f7 [-ilm wa-fadilat
talabih), (3) On forbearance and deliberation ( fi [-hilm wa-l-anat), (4) On par-
doning ( f -‘afw), (5) On modesty ( fi [-tawadu), (6) On acting kindly ( fi istina“
al-ma‘raf), (7) On rulership and manliness (fi [-su'dud wa-l-murita), (8) On
generosity and bounty ( f7 [;jid wa-l-sakha@’), (9) On contentment, moderation,
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and renouncing that which is in the hands of the people (fi [-gqana‘a wa-l-
igtisad wa-l-ya’s mimma fi aydi [-nas), (10) On keeping secrets ( fi kitman al-sirr),
(11) On offering food and the proper table manners ( f7 it am al-taam wa-adab
al-akl), (12) On brotherhood and the rules of companionship (fi l-ukhuwwa
ftllah wa-adab al-suhba). The second chapter is divided into eleven sections:
(1) On the censure of base character (fi madhammat sw’ al-khulug), (2) On
the censure of this world and its love ( fi madhammat al-dunya wa-hubbiha),
(3) On the censure of miserliness ( fi dhamm al-bukhl), (4) On the censure of
ostentation ( fi madhammat al-riya’), (5) On the censure of pride and walk-
ing with conceit (fi madhammat al-kibr wa-l-khuyal@’ ft [-mishya), (6) On
the censure of lying ( fi madhammat al-kadhib), (7) On jealousy ( fi [-hasad),
(8) On the censure of anger ( fi madhammat al-ghadab), (9) On the censure of
slander and tale-bearing ( fi madhammat al-ghtba wa-l-namima), (10) On the
prohibition of humor and laughter ( fi [-nahy ‘an al-muzah wa-l-dahik), (11) On
the prohibition of excessive eating and talking ( fi l-nahy ‘an kathrat al-aklwa-
kathrat al-gawl).

Awsaf and Tashbihat

The third chapter of Makarim al-akhlag deals with descriptions and similes.
The two terms awsaf and tashbihat are often related—a novel description
often entails a clever simile. The subject of simile (tashbih) was a frequent
topic in adab anthologies and occasionally the subject of specialized antholo-
gies such as K. al-Tashbihat of Ibn Abi ‘Awn (d. 322/933), K. al-Tashbthat by
the Andalusian Ibn al-Kattani (d. 420/1029), and Ghara’ib al-tanbihat ‘ala ‘aja’ib
al-tashbihat by ‘Ali b. Zafir al-Azdi (d. 613/1216 or 623/1226). Indeed these books
share material with Makarim al-akhlag, as the critical apparatus in this edition
demonstrates.

The activity of collecting epigrams on descriptions (awsaf') in poetic anthol-
ogies became common in the third/ninth century and reached its climax in the
Mamlak period.!® Gustave von Grunebaum describes such poems of wasf as
“poetical snapshot[s]: a small group of verses, usually between two and seven,
purporting to capture some fleeting view, some momentary impression.”2° As

19  See the recent dissertation of Adam Talib, Out of many, one. Talib notes that the antholo-
gical style of Tha‘alibi and his near contemporary al-Sari al-Raffa’ (d. 362/972—3) was “an
influential predecessor of the epigram anthology genre that developed in the 13th-14th
centuries,” see p. 131.

20 von Grunebaum, “Response to nature,” 148.
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Gruneaum observes, these short poems were often composed for their own
sake; the authors had no intention of making them fit into larger poetic forms
such as the gasida.?! Beatrice Gruendler in her study of Diwan al-ma‘ani of Abu
Hilal al-‘Askar1 (d. after 400/1010) emphasizes the influence of literary sessions
and courtly conversations (majalis) from the third/ninth and fourth/tenth cen-
turies on both the rise of the epigrammatic collection of poetic motifs (maant)
and the principles that governed their collection.??

This chapter collects epigrams in four sections: (1) on the description of
handwriting and eloquence ( fi wasf al-khatt wa-l-baldgha), (2) on the descrip-
tion of spring, its signs, the rest of the seasons and other [matters] ( fi wasf
al-rabt wa-atharih wa-s&’ir fusul al-sana wa-ghayrih), (3) on the description of
nights and days and the upper phenomena ( fi awsaf al-layali wa-l-ayyam wa-l-
athar al-‘ulwiyya, (4) on love poetry and related matters ( fi l-ghazal wa-ma
yanhu nahwah).

Most of the content of the chapter is taken verbatim from Man ghaba ‘anhu
[-mutrib of Thaalibi. In fact, there is no doubt that the author has used Man
ghaba ‘anhu -mutrib as he selects epigrams in the same order they appear
in the original. Moreover, in the cases where epigrams are not to be found in
Man ghaba ‘anhu [-mutrib, they can be traced back to other works of Tha‘alib1
such as al-I'jaz wa-l-ijaz, Khass al-Khass, Lubab al-adab, al-Tawfiq li-l-talfig, and
Yatimat al-dahr.

Amthal

The appendix (mulhaq) of Makarim al-akhlaq is devoted to proverbs (al-amthal
al-sa’ira). This is a collection of four hundred and ten proverbs divided into
twenty-eight chapters, arranged alphabetically to begin with alif and end with
ya’based on the first letter. The proverbs within each chapter, however, are not
alphabetically arranged. In this respect, this collection of proverbs is similar to
several fourth/tenth and fifth/eleventh century collections of proverbs that do
not go beyond the first letter in arranging their material. These include Hamza
al-Isfahan’s (d. after 351/962) al-Durra al-fakhira fi l-amthal al-s@’ira, the first
extant alphabetically arranged book of proverbs, albeit it includes only those
beginning with the pattern afal, Abu Hilal al-Askart’s ( d. 395/1005) Jamharat
al-amthal, Ibn Rifa‘a’s (d. after 400/1010) al-Amthal, and Maydan’s (d. 518/1124)
Majma“ al-amthal. Shortly following this period, Zamakhshari (d. 538/1144)

21 Ibid.

22 See Gruendler, “Motif vs. genre.”
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introduced full alphabetical order to his al-Mustagsa fi amthal al-Arab, which
he completed in 499/1106 at the age of thirty-one.23

Yet, the compiler of the collection of proverbs in Makarim al-akhlag seems
to have arranged the contents of each letter according to certain general
principles. It should be noted first that he did not include any proverb that
begins with afal, contrary to the norm of the genre. The proverbs which he did
include uniformly begin with “classical” ones, i.e. those that belong to the pre-
Islamic and early Islamic eras. Among these, proverbs originating in Prophetic
traditions (hadiths) are normally quoted first. Proverbs that are usually identi-
fied in other works as muwallad, i.e. belonging to the “post-classical” era, are
placed after the “classical” ones, though not under a separate heading as, for
example, in Maydant's Majma“ al-amthal. However, there is a striking similar-
ity between MaydanTt's book and the collection of proverbs in the appendix
of Makarim al-akhlag, in spite of the significant difference in size (Majma“
al-amthal embraces 4,765 “classical” proverbs and about 9goo muwallad ones).
The order in which the proverbs are cited is quite similar in both texts, yet it is
readily recognizable in muwallad proverbs. These are mostly cited in the same
order in both works, apart from a few instances where two proverbs appear
in reverse order, as in the letters d and s. For example, the seven muwallad
proverbs which the compiler mentions under j and the seven under r appear
in the same order in Majma‘al-amthal,?* although these (as in all other letters)
are interrupted in the latter by proverbs that do not feature in the collection
at hand. It is highly likely that Maydani incorporated into his own book this
collection of muwallad proverbs (perhaps with the exception of the last four
mentioned by the compiler under t4), that both authors derived their common
material from the same source, or that this compilation of proverbs made use
of Maydani’s work.

The Attribution to Aba Mansuar al-Tha‘alibi

After laying out the contents of Makarim al-akhlag we must confront the ques-
tion: who is its author?

Early in 1900, Louis Cheikho published a short work on proverbs entitled
Makarim al-akhlaq in Majallat al-Machreq. Nearly a century later, in 1998, ‘Abd
al-Rahman b. Sulayman al-Mazyani published the same work in Riyad, Saudi

23 HajjiKhalifa, Kashf al-zunin, 1675. For a detailed survey and study on amthal see Baalbaki,
The Arabic lexicographical tradition, 10032 and the sources listed there.
24  Maydani, Majma“al-amthal, 11901, 317-18.
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Arabia attributing it to Aba Mansar al-Thalibi in Majallat Alam al-Makhtitat
wa-l-Nawadir. The new edition is based on a manuscript from the ‘Arif Hikmat
Library in Madina. Mahmaud al-Jadir demonstrates that the Makarim al-akhlag
published by Cheikho is a selection of al-Faraid wa-l-qal@’id of Abu 1-Hasan
Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Ahmad al-Ahwazi (d. 428/1036).2° Al-Fara’id wa-l-
gala@id had been attributed to Thaalibi in the oldest list of Tha‘alibi’s works
given by Kala‘ (d. 6th/12th century) in Ihkam san‘at al-kalam. The printed text
of al-Far&@’id wa-l-qala’id, however, is not Tha‘alib1’s but that of Ahwazi, as indi-
cated in a number of manuscripts. Moreover, as al-Jadir points out, Tha‘alib1
himself quotes from it in his Siir al-balagha, attributing it to Ahwazi.26

The Makarim al-akhlag in Ms Leiden OR 300 is a different work from that
published by Cheikho. The first scholar to draw attention to the Leiden man-
uscript is Qasim al-Samarrai (Qasim al-Samarra’1) in an article titled “Some
biographical notes on al-Thaalibi.”?” In three paragraphs al-Samarrai shortly
describes the works and favors the attribution to Tha‘libi, although the name
is not mentioned on the cover. Al-Samarrai notes:

We have already noted Thaalib’s tendency towards utilising material
from one work in another and his practice of quoting his own verses in
his books. This tendency and practice are abundantly clear in the Leiden
MsS. of the Makarim. The last bab is nothing but a faithful copy of his Man
ghaba ‘anhu [-Mutrib, and anthology of poems we often encounter in
almost all of his works, such as those of al-Sahib b. ‘Abbad, al-Busti, Aba
Bakr al-Khwarizmi, Ibn Lankak and the like. Tha‘alibi’s name appears five
times in the same places where it appears in Man ghaba ‘anhu [-Mutrib
but instead of gala al-Tha%libi in the Makarim, gala mwallif al-kitab
occurs in the former only in one place (fol. 37a) where mwallif al-kitab
(the author of the book) appears before three lines of poetry. These three
lines of poetry are the key to the identity of the author.28

25 See his biography in al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Ta’rikh Baghdad, 2:218.

26  Al-Jadir, “Dirasa tawthiqiyya,” 421. Al-Fara’id wa-l-qal@’id has been published several times
in Majmu‘at khams rasa’il, Istanbul: 1301 [1883—4] (repr. 1325/1907; Najaf, 1970) (entitled
Ahasin al-mahasin); (Cairo 1301 [1883-4]); (Cairo [1909]) (entitled Kitab al-Amthal al-
musamma bi-l-Fara@’id wa-l-qal@’id wa-yusamma aydan bi-l-1qd al-nafis wa-nuzhat al-jalis);
(Cairo 1327 [1910]) (entitled al-Amthal and attributed to ‘Ali b. al-Husayn al-Rukhkhaj).

27  175-86.

28 Q. al-Samarrai, “Some biographical notes on al-Tha‘alibi,” 182.
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Abu Mansur al-Thaalibi, or the Jahiz of Nishapur, was a towering personal-
ity in Arabic literature. He compiled numerous anthologies of adab dealing
with prose and poetry, often organizing them in thematic chapters following
an introduction. The bibliography of Tha‘alibi, however, just like the bibliog-
raphy of al-Jahiz, presents scholars with numerous problems of false attribu-
tion and duplication.?® He is known to have celebrated the literary production
of his contemporaries and to have favored them in his anthologies, making
them important vehicles for publishing original literary work and often unique
sources for the study of literature of his time. He is the most prolific antholo-
gist of his generation. This fame prompted pre-modern and modern scholars
alike to attribute manuscripts to him whenever the authorship of a work is in
doubt. Naturally, ascribing a manuscript of adab to a famed author increases
its scholarly and literary significance, let alone its material value. Therefore,
scores of books of adab have been ascribed to Tha‘alibi whenever their content
drew significantly from the personalities of the 4th/10th century, and there was
no clear evidence against the attribution to Tha‘alibi. He often appeared to be
the safest guess.

Al-Samarrai’s suggestion to attribute the work to Tha‘alibi is further sup-
ported by the norm of anthologists after Tha‘alibi to include contemporary
literary production in their works.3° Mms Leiden OR 300 contains no material
that dates after Tha‘alibT’s life span, a circumstantial evidence that points to a
sth/1th century author.

Al-Samarrai is certainly right to note the dependence of the author of
the book on Man ghaba ‘anhu al-mutrib and correct in his observation
that the author quotes Thaalibi by name in several occasions.3! The change
of the name, however, from muallif al-kitab in Man ghaba ‘anhu al-mutrib to
Thaalibi in Makarim al-akhlag might be the result of the copyist, who com-
mitted a number of scribal errors in the attributions that were usually placed
in the margin of the book. Whether these misattributions are the scribe’s or
the original author’s cannot be determined with certainty. One also notices
several poetic epigrams in Makarim al-akhlaq that are ascribed to other poets
in Tha‘alib1’s works, but this cannot be taken as an evidence against his author-
ship of Makarim al-akhlag since itis a common feature in the works of Tha‘alibi,
who was less careful in attributing authorship towards the end of his career, as
can be seen from Tatimmat al-Yatima.32 One notices some inconsistencies of

29  See Orfali, “The works of Aba Mansur al-Thaalibi,” 273-318.
30  See on this Talib, Out of many, one, 5-7.

31 This occurs in five poetic epigraphs and one prose sentence.
32 See Orfali, The Art of anthology, 198—203.
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attributions, even in the case of poetic epigrams that are taken directly from
Man ghaba ‘anhu l-mutrib, which hints that the errors in Makarim al-akhlag
are the fault of the scribe or that all attributions in the margins were added at
a later stage.

We agree with al-Samarrai that the poetic epigram attributed to muallif
al-kitab in the third chapter can help solve the riddle, but unfortunately, like
al-Samarrai, we were not able to discover the author of the three lines.33

Abu Mangar al-Tha‘alibi’s Lost Kitab al-Amthal

In his massive biographical dictionary al-Waft bi-l-wafayat, Safadi (d. 764/1363)
lists more than a hundred works of Tha‘alib1.34 In his list he includes the title
al-Amthal wa-l-tashbihat. ThaalibT’s interest in the subject of proverbs is evi-
dent in his surviving work al-Tamthil (or al-tamaththul) wa-l-muhdadara. In
his description of MS Leiden ORr 300, Al-Samarrai asserts that the appendix
of proverbs could be “the missing Kitab al-Amthal of Tha‘alibi which Safadi
mentions among the former’s work.”3® Indeed several of the proverbs in the
manuscript can be traced to Tha‘alibi’s works, especially his al-Tamthil wa-l-
muhdadara. Here it is important to note that there are a number of surviving
manuscripts of proverbs that are attributed to Tha‘alibl and deserve some
attention.

In his comprehensive list of Tha‘alibr’s works, al-Jadir cites three manuscripts
of ThaalibT's K. al-Amthal: one in Tunis, Ms al-Maktaba al-Ahmadiyya 4734,
and two in Ma‘had Thya’ al-Turath in Jami‘at al-Duwal al-‘Arabiyya, Ms Khazna
150/3 and Ms Feyzullah 2133. After examining the manuscripts, Al-Jadir notes
that the work consists of 11 chapters on different subjects that are based on
proverbs from the Quran, the hadith, and famous Arab and non-Arab prov-
erbs. This is then followed by poetry praising and blaming things (madhu
l-ashya’iwa-dhammuha). Al-Jadir points out the book’s similarity to al-Tamthil

33  These are:
() ) SR il [JB)
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34  Safadi, al-Wafi bi-l-wafayat, 19130—4.
35  Al-Samarrai, “Some biographical notes on al-Tha‘libi,” 182.
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wa-l-muhadara.36 The Tunis manuscript, however, carries the title of al-Amthal
and is an exact copy of al-Tamthil wa-l-muhadara. Hence al-Jadir must have
based his description on the other two surviving manuscripts.

MS Aya Sofya 4824 carries the title of Khass al-khass fi [-amthal and is attrib-
uted to Tha‘libi. Its 51 folios were copied by a certain Muhammad b. ‘Umar
b. Ahmad in 523/128. The work is divided into three parts: (1) Quranic prov-
erbs and their equivalents in a number of cultures, (2) proverbs related to vari-
ous professions, and (3) select proverbs following the pattern of af ‘al/ and not
included in the book of Abu ‘Abdallah Hamza b. al-Hasan al-Isbahani dedi-
cated to this subject.37

Another short work of proverbs entitled Darb-i [-mathal-ha and dated
1076/1666 is attributed to Tha‘alibi in ms Majlis-i Shara-yi Milli 1749/9 in Tehran.
The work is identical to a late manuscript, without a number, housed at the
King Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz Library entitled K. Qala’id al-albab wa-fawa’id

36  Al-Jadir, “Dirasa tawthiqiyya,” 397.
37  See Orfali, “The works of Aba Mansur al-Thaalibi,” 305.
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M Mayjlis-i Shura-yi Milli 1749/9, f 1057

al-adab, dated 1809 and copied by ‘Abdallah b. Muhammad al-Ghalibi. Two
manuscripts attributed to Tha‘alibi bearing the same title, Qala’id al-albab
wa-fawa’id al-adab, are housed in Mw’assasat al-Imam Zayd b. ‘Ali in Yemen.

Abu Mansgur al-Tha‘alibi

Abu Mansar ‘Abd al-Malik b. Muhammad b. Isma‘l al-Tha‘alibi was an adib,
poet, critic, lexicographer, historian of literature, prolific scholar, and one of the
most important literary figures in the fourth-fifth/tenth-eleventh centuries.38

38  For a detailed biography of Thalibi see Orfali, The art of anthology; Everett Rowson,
“al-Thaalibi” Er? X:426a—427b; Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur
(6AL), 1:284-6, S I:499-502; Bosworth (tr.), The Lata’if al-Ma‘arif of Tha‘alibi [ The Book
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His earliest biographers list tens of books that he compiled,?® and modern
scholars list many more that are attributed to him.#° There is no doubt that
much of the fourth-fifth/tenth-eleventh century literature would be lost in the

39

40

of Curious and Entertaining Information], 1-3y; al-Jadir, al-Tha‘alibi nagidan wa-adiban,
15-132; Mubarak, al-Nathr al-fanni fi l-garn al-rabi, 2: 179—90. For the primary sources
see (arranged chronologically): al-Qayrawani, Zahr al-adab, 1127-8; Bakharzi, Dumyat
al-qasr, 2:966-7; Shantarini, al-Dhakhira fi mahasin ahl al-Jazira, 8:560-83; Ibn al-An-
bari, Nuzhat al-alibba’, 365; Kala‘, Ihkam san‘at al-kalam, 224-5; Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat
al-a‘yan, 3178—9o0; Dhahabi, al-Tbar fi khabar man ghabar, 3172; ibid., Siyar a‘lam al-nu-
bala’, 17:437-8; ibid., Tarikh al-Islam, 29:291-3; Safadi, al-Waft bi-l-wafayat, 19130—4;
Kutubi, Uyan al-tawarikh, Ms. Zahiriyya 45, 13179v-181v; Yafi1, Mirat al-jinan, 3:53—4;
Damiri, Hayat al-hayawan, 1:223—4; ‘Abbasi, Ma‘ahid al-tansis, 266—71.

The first detailed list of Thaalibi’s books was given by Kala‘ (d. sixth/twelfth century) and
includes twenty-one works. Safadi (d. 764/1363) provides the longest list available from
primary sources amounting to seventy works with some duplications and false attribu-
tions (see references in the previous footnote). Hajji Khalifa lists around twenty books in
different entries of his Kashf al-zunun; see Kashf al-zunin, 14, 120, 238, 483, 523, 981, 985,
1061, 1203, 1288, 1445, 1488, 1535, 1554, 1582, 1583, 1911, 1989, 2049.

Jurji Zaydan mentions thirty-six works, describing the published ones and indicating the
locations of those in manuscript, albeit not with exact references, see Ta’rikh adab al-
lugha al-‘arabiyya, 2:595. The editors of Lata@’if al-ma‘ariflist ninety-three works, see intro.
of Thaalibi, Lata@’if al-ma‘arif, 10-17. ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Hulw counts sixty-eight works,
basing his list on that of Kutubi, see intro. of al-Thaalibi, al-Tamthil wa-l-muhadara,
14—20. Brockelmann discusses fifty one works while Sezgin lists locations of only twelve
manuscript, see Brockelmann, AL 1: 284-6; AL SI: 499-502 and Sezgin, Geschichte
des arabischen Schrifttums, vii1:231-6. Al-Zirikli enumerates thirty-three published and
unpublished works, see al-Alam, 4:311. Everett Rowson describes the content of a number
of ThalibT’s authentic work in al-Tha‘alibi, “Abti Mansiir ‘Abd al-Malik b. Muhmmad b.
Isma‘il” 426—7. A valuable tally is that of Qasim al-Samarrai who includes thirty-eight
authentic works arranged according to their dedication to patrons with locations of the
manuscripts, see al-Samarrai, “Some biographical notes on al-Thaalibi,” 175-86. Y. ‘A.
al-Madghar in his introduction to Mirat al-murwat counts 128 works, see introduction
of al-Tha‘alibi, Mirat al-muriat, 30-128. Hilal Naji collects more than one list in his intro-
ductions to editions of Tha‘alib1’s works, the most extensive of which includes 10g9 titles,
see intro of al-Tha‘alibi, al-Anis fi ghurar al-tajnis. The best survey of Tha‘alibT’s works,
which includes a discussion of biographical problems and manuscript locations, has been
compiled by Mahmud al-Jadir, in which the author attempts to reconstruct their chrono-
logy, including a later update with new manuscripts and editions; see Al-Jadir, al-Tha‘alibi
naqidan wa-adiban, 58-132 and al-Jadir, “Dirasa tawthiqiyya.” This article was reprinted in
Dirasat tawthigiyya wa-tahqiqiyya fi masadir al-turath, 382—454. Since then, more manus-
cripts of Tha‘alib’s works have been discovered and/or published, and many published
works have been re-edited; see the most comprehensive list so far by Orfali, “The works of
Abu Mansar al-Thaalibi,” 273-318.
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nascence of this tireless scholar who wrote in Arabic and promoted its litera-
ture in the eastern parts of the Islamic world.*!

His nisba refers to a farrier/tailor who works with the fur of foxes, and this
prompted Ibn Khallikan (d. 681/1282) and other later classical and modern
biographers to consider this his first occupation.#? However, no evidence in
the early sources or in Tha‘alibr’s works supports this. Al-Jadir suggests that
this was the occupation of his father and cites a sentence from Nathr al-nazm
indicating that Aba Mansur was Ibn al-Tha‘alibi al-Naysaburt [the son of
al-Tha‘alibi from Nishapur].43

The sources agree that he was born in 350/961 in Nishapur. The date of
429/1039 for his death seems to be firm, for it is given by Bakharzi, who lived
a generation later and whose father was Tha‘alibT’s neighbor. In his poetry he
mentions that he inherited from his father a property (day@) that he squan-
dered in his quest for adab.**

Thaalibt’s life was politically unstable because of the continual conflicts
between the Buyid, Samanid, Ghaznavid, and Saljuq rulers who had created
independent states that served as destinations for itinerant poets and prose
writers. Hence, during the course of his life, Tha‘alibi traveled extensively
within the eastern part of the Islamic world, visiting centers of learning and
meeting other prominent figures of his time. These travels allowed him to col-
lect directly from various authors or written works the vast amount of material
he deploys in his numerous, wide-ranging works, many of which are dedicated
to the prominent patrons of his time.

Thaalibi lived in Nishapur and later traveled freely within the Samanid
lands. From his book dedications and the reports he gives in his works we
know that he visited Bukhara, Jurjan, Isfard’in, Jurjaniyya, Ghazna, and
Herat.*> From his various work we know that he dedicated poems and books
to his lifetime friend and supporter Abiui I-Fadl ‘Ubaydallah b. Ahmad al-Mikali
(d. 436/1044—5), the amir Qabus b. Wushmgir (d. 403/1012), the amir Sebiiktegin
(d. 412/1021), the governor of Khurasan Abu Sahl al-Hamduni/al-Hamdawi,

41 Other than the meager references to bilingual poets in Yatimat al-dahr and Tatimmat
al-Yatima, Thaalibi seems indifferent to the newly rising Persian poetry in the eastern
Islamic world. See Savant, The new Muslims, 122—34.

42 See Mandur, al-Naqd al-manhajt ‘inda [-Arab, 313; al-Shak‘a, Manahij al-ta’lif, gism al-
adab, 275.

43 See al-Jadir, al-Tha‘alibi, 22.

44  See Diwan al-Tha‘alibt, 30.

45  For a chronology of these trips with references to the primary sources see Orfali, The art
of anthology, chapter one.
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the amir Abu 1-Abbas Ma’mun b. Ma’mun Khwarizm (d. 407/1017), the
Khwarizmian vizier Aba ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. Hamid (d. after 402/1011),
Abiu 1-Hasan Muhammad b. Tsa al-Karaji, the amir of Ghazna Abu 1-Qasim
Mahmauad b. Nasir al-Din [Sebiiktegin] (d. 421/1030) better known as Mahmud
of Ghazna, Sultan Mahmud’s brother the amir Abu 1-Muzaffar Nasr b. Nasir
al-Din [Sebiiktegin] (d. 412/1021), his first vizier Aba I-“Abbas al-Fadl b. ‘Ali
al-Isfara’ini, and the judge Abu Ahmad Mansur b. Muhammad al-Harawi
al-Azdi. He also praised and dedicated books to Sultan Mas‘ad of Ghazna
(d. 432/1040) and a number of personalities associated with him, such as his
vizier Abat Nasr Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Abi Zayd, Abu I-Hasan Musafir b.
al-Hasan, who was in charge of the Ghaznavid army in Khurasan, and Abu
I-Fath al-Hasan b. Ibrahim al-Saymari.#6

In his works, Tha‘alibi drew much of the material from written sources, as
is evident from the numerous authors he cites without isnad.4” Nevertheless,
that many of Tha‘alibi’s works deal with contemporary literature presupposes
a strong reliance on oral and aural sources,*® mainly because Thaalibi was
the first to collect this literature, as he claims in the introduction to Yatimat
al-dahr.®d Despite his clear signaling of the different types of sources he draws
from, it is difficult to say whether Tha‘libi was in fact formally instructed by
those whose texts he transmits. There is some evidence that he has studied
with Aba Bakr al-Khwarizmi.>?

46 See for exact references and discussion Orfali, The art of anthology, chapters one and two.

47  Shawkat Toorawa argues that the availability of books in the third/ninth century in
Baghdad made it possible to complete one’s training in adab through self-teaching. This
development, according to Toorawa, resulted in a parallel drop in the reliance on oral
and aural transmission of knowledge and an increased dependence on books and written
materials. See Toorawa, Ibn Abi Tahir Tayfur, 124. See also Schoeler, The Genesis of litera-
ture in Islam, 1225,

48  The term “aural” came to be seen as useful in historical-analytical studies of the sources
of medieval Arabic compilations because it values both the written material (on which
most lectures, seminars and tutorials were based) as well as the actual way of teaching
this material by reading aloud from a written text; for more information and studies on
aural transmission, see Giinther, “Assessing the sources,” 75-98.

49  See Thaalibi, Yatimat al-dahr, 117. For a detailed study on Tha@alibi’s sources in the
Yatimat al-dahr and Tatimmat al-Yatima, see Orfali, “The sources of al-Tha‘alibi,” 1—47.

50  Ibn al-Anbarl describes him by saying “akhadha ‘an Abi Bakr al-Khwarizmi,” see Ibn
al-Anbari, Nuzhat al-alibb&@’, 365. In the first gism of his Yatima, he mentions that he
has included material that Khwarizmi recited and dictated to him (ma kana akthar
ma yunshiduni wa yuktibunt (or yukattibuni)); see Yatimat al-dahr, 1:26. Tha‘alibi ascer-
tains this information again in the entry of al-Sari al-Raffa’ (d. 366/976) stating that he
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Thaalibi had many friends as is evident in Yatimat al-dahr, Tatimmat
al-Yatima, and his other works. These were contemporary poets, scholars,
sources for poetry or prose, people who hosted Tha‘alibi in his travels, or
who sponsored or attended majalis of adab. One friend whom Tha‘alibi met
early in his life was Abu I-Fadl ‘Ubaydallah b. Ahmad al-Mikali. Tha‘alibi, no
doubt, benefited much from Mikali’s library® and from the literary scholars
who attended his majlis>? as well as from Abt I-Fadl himself and his works.53
Another early friend in Tha‘alib1’s life was the traditionalist and literary scholar
of Nishapur Aba Nasr Sahl b. al-Marzuban,>* who continuously supported the
author with rare books and diwans, acted as a rich source of akhbar and adab,
and occasionally composed works especially for him.5% The two also shared
literary debates and poetic riddles, some of which survive in Tha‘alibi’s works.>¢
Also dear to Tha‘alibl was the poet Abu 1-Fath al-Busti (d. 400/1010), whom he
first met in Nishapur.5” Their friendship continued by correspondence after
al-Busti left Nishapur as they exchanged eloquent letters.>8

Just as we cannot ascertain any of ThaalibT’s teachers, we cannot identify
formal students. However, there is evidence that Thaalibi taught Yatimat
al-dahr in a formal majlis to students.5® Moreover, Yaqut al-Hamaw1 mentions

transmitted some of the poetry that he received from Khwarizmi both orally and in wri-
ting (anshadaniha wa-ansakhantha); see ibid. 2:119.

51 Tha@libi acknowledges use of Mikalt’s library in Yatimat al-dahr, 3:340 and Figh
al-lugha, 9.

52  See for example, Thaalibi, Yatimat al-dahr, 2: 219, 4:394, 423, 432, 449.

53  For Abal-Fadl al-Mikali’s works, see Ibn Shakir al-Kutubi, Fawat al-wafayat, 2:52. Tha‘alibt’s
interest in the works of Mikali is proven by the fact that Tha‘alibi wrote al-Muntahal as an
abridgment of Mikalt's al-Muntakhal.

54  Originally from Isfahan, al-Marzuban lived for a while in Nishaptar where he met Tha‘alibi;
among his books are Akhbar Ibn al-Rumi, Akhbar Jahza al-Barmakt, Dhikr al-ahwal ft
Sha‘ban wa-shahr Ramadan wa-Shawwal, al-Adab fi-l-ta‘am wa-l-sharab. He is a poet him-
self who occupies an entry in Yatimat al-dahr, 4:391ff; see also Hamawi, Mu§jam al-udaba’,
3:1408-9.

55  He composed at least Akhbar Ibn al-Raumi especially for Tha‘alibi, see Tha‘alibi, Yatimat
al-dahr, 4: 392.

56 See for example, Tha‘alibi, Yatimat al-dahr, 4:394; ibid., al-Igtibas min al-Quran, 1167.

57  He describes him saying, “We were brought together by the bond of adab, which is stron-
ger than the bond of lineage,” See Tha‘alibi, Yatimat al-dahr, 4:302

58  SeeThaalibi, Yatimat al-dahr, 4:320;ibid., Ahsan ma sami‘tu, 34, 38, ibid., Lata@’if al-ma‘arif,
206; ibid., Khass al-khass, 157-8.

59  For example, the tenth bab ends as follows: “This is an addendum supplemented by
al-amir Abu 1-Fadl ‘Ubaydallah b. Ahmad al-Mikali, may God have mercy upon him, in his
own handwriting at the end of the fourth volume [mujallad] of his copy on the authority
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having seen a copy of Yatimat al-dahr with annotations by Ya‘qub b. Ahmad b.
Muhammad al-Naysaburl (d. 474/1081)¢° as recorded while studying the text
with Tha‘alibi himself.5! Yaqut mentions another copy of al-Yatima copied by
the judge and poet Muhammad b. Ishaq al-Bahhathi.62 Tha‘alibi himself men-
tions thatheread al-Yatima with Abul-Mahasin Sa‘d b. Muhammad b. Mansur.63
Bayhaqi (d. 470/1077)%* likewise mentions that he transmitted on the authority
of Tha‘alibt when he was in Nishapur.6® Furthermore, Wahidi (d. ca. 469/1075),
in a work that survives in Ms ‘Arif Hikmat 154, edited by ‘Adil al-Furayjat as
al-Da‘awat wa-[l-fusul, transmits from Tha‘alibi some of his poetry, introduc-
ing it with the words “wa-anshadani Abi Mansur al-Tha'alibi” [Abt Mansur
al-Tha‘alibi recited to me].66

Al-Jadir identifies in the Bada’i al-bada’ih of ‘Al1 b. Zafir al-Azdi (d. 613/1216)
some reports whose isnads end with Aba Muhammad Isma‘il b. Muhammad
al-Naysaburi®” on the authority of Tha‘alibi.%® Finally, al-Jadir affirms isnads
for several of Tha‘alib1’s works on the authority of Abu Muhammad al-Husayn
b. Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Naysaburi, and Aba Nasr b. Muhammad b. al-Fadl
b. Muhammad al-Sarkhasi (or Sarakhsi) on the direct authority of Tha‘alibi.6°
These personalities may have been among Tha‘alib1’s students.

Today, Tha‘alibi is best known as an anthologist of Arabic literature.”® His
anthologies, whether multithematic or monothematic, are often systematic in

of al-Tha‘alibi. Al-Shaykh Aba Mansur, may God have mercy upon him, said to one of his
students while reading: I have approved the Amir’s action, and if you wish to record it in
its place in the book, do so for I authorize you in that.” Thaalibi, Yatimat al-dahr, 4:450.

60 See his biography in Thaalibi, Tatimmat al-Yatima, 201; Kutubi, Fawat al-wafayat, 2:646.

61 See Hamawi, Mujam al-udaba’, 701.

62  Ibid., 2428. Muhammad b. Ishaq b. ‘Ali b. Dawud b. Hamid Abu Ja‘far al-Qadi al-Zawzani
al-Bahhathi, one of the main sources of Bakharzi in Dumyat al-qasr, see his biography in
Tha‘alibi, Tatimmat al-Yatima, 212; Bakharzi, Dumyat al-qasr, 1374; and Hamawi, Mujam
al-udaba@’, 2427.

63  See his biography in Tha‘alibi, Tatimmat al-Yatima, 165 and Bakharzi, Dumyat al-qasr,
573-5. See Tha‘alibi, Tatimmat al-Yatima, 165,

64  Abu l-Fadl Muhammad b. al-Husayn al-Bayhaqi, the famous Persian historian of the
sth/uth century, see his biography in Naficy, “Bayhaki,” n30b-2a and the sources listed
there.

65  Bayhaqi, Ta’rikh-i Bayhaqt, 624-6.

66 See Wahidi, al-Da‘awat wa-l-fusul, 91, 114, 121.

67  See his biography in Tha‘libi, Yatimat al-dahr, 4:470.

68 See al-Jadir, al-Tha‘alibi, 54; Azdi, Bada’i al-bada’ih, 130.

69  See al-Jadir, al-Thaalib, 54.

70 A survey of adab anthologies in Arabic literature including the Post-Mongol period
is presented by A. Hamori and T. Bauer, “Anthologies,” in £1% (online). For the Abbasid
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following the plan and purpose established in the introduction to the work. In
these diverse works, Tha‘alibi includes literary material suitable for quotation
in private and official correspondence and gives equal attention to prose and
poetry as well as their various combinations.

Perhaps Tha‘alibr’s most important contribution to Arabic literature is the
literary historical work reflected in his two celebrated anthologies, Yatimat
al-dahr and its sequel Tatimmat al-Yatima. The originality of these two anthol-
ogies lies in that they deal exclusively with contemporary literature and that
they categorize this literature, not chronologically or thematically, but geo-
graphically by region. They strongly influenced the subsequent development
of the genre of Arabic literary anthology.”!

MS Leiden Or. 300

MsS Leiden Or. 300 is the only known manuscript of Makarim al-akhlag
wa-bada’i‘ al-awsaf wa-ghara’ib al-tashbihat. It consists of 56 folios in clear
calligraphic naskh by a certain Muhammad b. Haytham al-Katib who finished
copying it on the 23rd of Safar 618/18 April 1221.72 The name of the author is not
mentioned.

period, see Orfali, “A sketch map of Arabic poetry.” For the Mamlik period, see T. Bauer,
“Literarische Anthologien der Mamlukenzeit,” 71-122.

71 See Orfali, “A sketch map of Arabic poetry,” 55-7.

72 See Witkam, Inventory of the Oriental manuscripts, 1:152. Al-Samarrai surprisingly reads
619 and has the scribe’s name as “Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Katib,” see Al-Samarrai,
“Some biographical notes on al-Tha‘alibi,” 181.
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