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SUMMARY

The Ms. of the book of Daniel which is published here in a facsimile
edition contains the biblical text, with Saadia’s Arabic translation ac-
companying each verse. It was brought from Yemen to Israel and is in
the possession of Rabbi J. Qafih of Jerusalem. The Ms. consists of old
and new parts, written by two different hands. The new parts comple-
ment the old parts: they include the text of those verses of Daniel which
had not been preserved in the old Ms. These new parts, written in San’a,
Yemen, some seventy years ago, are of no special interest, their biblical
text being identical with the MT. The old parts, on the other hand,
are valuable.

The Ms. (henceforth, we shall denote by ‘Ms.’ only the old parts)
contains the following parts of the book of Daniel : 2, 11 (from
N *T) 2, 29 (to W) ; 2, 38 (from TOYOM) __3, 26 (to
MRYY; 4 17 — 32; 5, 6 (from W ) — 6, 8 (to XM Tm);
7,3 —9,10; 9, 18 (from NPD)— 10,6 ; 10, 16 — 12, 13 It is
written in a fine Yemenite hand, dating probably from the 14th
century C. E., and has babylonian vocalization signs. In spite of its
rather late date, the Ms. is of interest, both textually and in its
vocalization. It appears that in many respects the Ms. reflects features
of a text produced by a Massoretic school that had flourished centuries
earlier 2.

The textual and grammatical peculiarities of the Ms. are fully described
in the Hebrew Introduction. We shall here briefly present some of
these features.

1 The book of Daniel is followed in the Ms. by the Scroll of Antiochus. The
present edition does not include this part of the Ms.

2 When mentioning henceforth the school in which the Ms. was produced,
we refer to the school which had produced that Ms. from which our Ms.
was subsequently copied.
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

a. Orthography. In the Hebrew parts of Daniel the orthography
is almost in full accord with that of the MT. In the Aramaic parts,
however, the scribe systematically uses plene orthography. Cf., eg.,
DPvY ’DP (2, 14; MT: OV xpy) KnPM (2, 17; MT: XD
To represent consonantal Yand * in medial position, the Ms. oc-
casionally employs a double letter, e.g. NPTS9D (2, 44 ; MT: RD)P7R).
I’.‘t"'ﬁ (2, 45; MT : T'P2).  As the counterpart of Tiberian games
in closed unstressed syllables the Ms. has, in the Aramaic words but
not in the Hebrew ones, the vowel u (as is the rule in Babylonian
Mss.), and this vowel is represented in the orthography by a1, Cf,, e.g.,
"85 15 A (5, 20; MT: XOI2-Panma) SR (7: 5, 6; MT : "N,
As the counterpart of final 7 (in forms of tertiae infirmae verbs)
or final R preceded by a seri in the MT, the Ms. occasionally has a
* 99 (2 15, 20, etc. ; MT: my). M85 (3, 2; MT: xppY).

The aforementioned orthographical features, as well as a number of
other traits, show that in the Massoretic school that produced the text,
the Hebrew part of Daniel had already been stabilized whereas the
Aramaic part was still in flux, influenced, in the orthography, by the
standards of Middle Aramaic — more specifically, by Targum Aramaic

(in the form it had received in Geonic Babylonia) ®.

b. Variant readings. For many words the Ms. offers readings that
differ from the MT. These variant readings are of two types: textual
variants — variants in the consonantal text ; ‘vocalization variants’
— variants in the vocalization. In some cases the variant readings
appear in both consonantal text and vocalization.

The textual variants * fall into the following categories ° :

3 For the grammatical influence of Targum Aramaic on the Aramaic forms
of the Ms., see infra. Other Babylonian Mss. of biblical Aramaic also show
this influence. For a discussion of this point see my paper ‘Biblical Aramaic
in Geonic Babylonia — the Various Schools’, Studies in Egyptology and
Linguistics in Honour of H. ]J. Polotsky (Jerusalem, 1964), pp. 117—131.

4 Differences in the use of the matres lectionis will be classified as ‘vocalization
variants’. On the other hand, variants which combine changes in the con-
sonantal text and the vocalization, will be treated as textual variants.

5 Needless to say, only a few examples will be given here. For a full listing
and interpretations of all the variants, consult the Hebrew Introduction.
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EnGLISH SUMMARY

(1) ‘one-letter’ variants, that is — words in which the version of the
Ms. differs in one letter only from the MT. Some of these variants
are merely orthographical, e.g. T’”;ﬂ;os (3, 7; MT: TIDIOB);
others, however, are interpretative, e.g., 13? fi9 x3) (11, 45; MT:
iSp-TY R,

(2) Variants in which the Ms., compared with the MT, has an ad-
ditional letter. These variants are usually syntactic or stylistic, e.g.
~wbm (5, 12 ; MT: "@pD) AMavhd (9, 7; MT : M1 aP) mShs 17
(11, 20 ; MT: %D 7). MRSBIA PP (12, 6 ; MT : NiXYBATR).

(3) Variants in which the Ms., compared with the MT, omits one
letter. Of these variants some are phonological or morphological — e. g.,
"MK (2, 46; MT : *MBI) — whereas others are syntactical, at times in-
terpretative. For the latter, cf., e.g., e 12359 (8, 25 ; MT ;21133529
the version of the Ms. agrees with the common use of the hif‘il forms of
Y71 in biblical Hebrew, which are followed by an object ; the MT, on
the other hand, has here an intransitive use of the verb. These two

uses of 1" seem to reflect a difference in meaning °.

(4) Grammatical variants (others than those presented by the interchange,
addition or omission of one letter only). In 2, 44 the Ms. reads
PR #3595  while the MT has 788 X?2%2. This is the only occur-
rence of TR as a demonstrative pronoun in biblical Aramaic. In
the text of the Ms. .88 — apparently regarded as a grammatical lectio
difficilior — was replaced by T”X. the usual form of the demonstrative
pronoun (for the ‘near’) for the plural. A similar change is presented
in 2, 47, where the Ms. has T:l'ﬁ versus W7 in the MT, the replace-
ment of the latter form by the former resulting from the influence
of Targum Aramaic. A few additional examples for this category : w3
®95 (7, 13; MT: X7 03 K% avaix (7, 17; MT: 7190
XA (7, 19; MT: ™BWY. Of special interest is the relation of
WA &3 (11, 10) and M3 ®F° (11, 13)in the Ms. to XI3 RN and Xia Xi2
in the MT. It appears that the school of this Ms. had found the
syntactic structure of the MT to be difficult : the use of the absolute

6 For a detailed discussion see pp. 20—21 of the Hebrew Introduction.
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

infinitive after the finite verb in biblical Hebrew is rather
infrequent unless two infinitives (or an infinitive after which
comes a finite verb) follow the finite verb (or, unless a conjunction
or a preposition with a pronominal suffix separate the infinitive
from the finite verb?). This might explain the reading of the Ms.,
which does not have the infinitive X33 but the preposition 3 with a

pronominal suffix.

(5) Addition of words in the Ms. (as compared with the MT). Cf., e.g.
RBPRS "MATP RPIRS (5, 7) in the Ms. versus KDUR? 12¥0% in the MT;
AR PRI RPAT (7, 19) in the Ms. versus ATH? AT in the MT 8;
o338 (8, 27) in the Ms. versus O™  in the MT®; Wanf® ¥
(11, 6) in the Ms. versus 20D in the MT.

(6) Omission of words in the Ms. (as compared with the MT). In
2, 43 the MT has X710 *1?"RD  while the Ms. does not have ™12;
in 5, 7 the MT reads 2%} X2V MW versus R 1Y in the Ms.

(7) In a number of verses the Ms. has textual variants that do not
fall into any of the preceding categories, e.g., SR (3, 7) in
the Ms. versus KIPIWM3) in the MT ™ ; 819 N&"P% (6, 8) in the Ms.
versus B, MPR? in the MT.

The ‘vocalization variants’, that is, variant readings indicated by the
vocalization but not by the consonantal text!, fall into two major
categories, namely grammatical variants and interpretative variants.
We shall first present a few interpretative variants.

In 7, 15 the MT reads MT 13 bR MR M NMSDR while the Ms. has
87 %3 ... The reading of the Ms. offers an interpretation for the
difficult form 3733, and thus for the whole phrase. The meaning

7 Asis the case, e.g., in D108 D3 Y38 (Gen. 31, 15) or in mvw oY wnen (Num.
11, 32).

8 1In 7, 7 both the Ms. and the MT have *nn» 1907 (in the Ms. ®>n7)

9 1In 8, 26 both the Ms. and the MT have 0°27 o).

10 In chapter 3, verses 5, 10, 15 the Ms. and the MT agree in reading X1 "1,

11 As said above, differences in the use of the matres lectionis are classified as
‘vocalization variants’.

12 For which various emendations, such as M7 733 or M7 83 have been
suggested.
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

of the phrase, according to the Ms., is: ‘my spirit [I, Daniel] was
saddened within the sheath’; ‘sheath’ is employed metaphorically for
the body *2.

Of considerable interest is the reading A Nk 'F!F) in 8, 9. A7YEN
of the MT is difficult ; as it stands, it should be translated “from a
young (fem.) one” — but this hardly makes sense. The Ms. has
here a hif‘il form of WX  which, although not occurring elsewhere in
the Bible, may be taken to mean “is young”. The hifil stem may
express the possessing of a certain quality or feature **. The meaning of
the phrase as vocalized in the Ms. would then be “a young (=small)
hom”, probably an approximate translation of ¥ *WIR 1@ (7, 8) **.
It seems worthwhile noting that the reading N7V¥2 of the Ms. is
fully identical with the emendation of the vocalization proposed by H.
Ewald, who, in a footnote in his Hebrew Grammar, suggests substituting
PYER of the MT by T30 16,

In 8, 13 — where the MT has ¥IP) PD— the reading of the Ms. is
m':'r?i nh The passage is obscure, and it can hardly be said that the
reading of the Ms. sheds light upon it. The form YR, which is the
reading of the Ms., appears twice more in this verse (in the Ms. as
well as in the MT), in the phrase YT, TOX.

The grammatical variants presented by the vocalization of the Ms. are
of two kinds: (a) forms that differ from their counterparts in the MT
in their grammatical category ; (b) forms which, as to their grammatical

category, are identical with their counterparts in the MT, but that differ

13 As pointed out by H. L. Ginsberg, Studies in Daniel (New York, 1948),
p. 71, footnote 4, such a metaphor is found in Rabbinical sources. The
reading of the Ms., N1, comes quite close in form, and almost identical in
meaning, to the readingM, for which see Ginsberg, ibid.

14 Cf. the use of the hif'il of ymR in the meaning of ‘to be strong’ (Ps. 27, 14;
31, 25) or of T in the meaning of ‘to be long’ (Ex. 20, 12; Dt. 5, 16;

6, 2; I Kings 8, 8; II Chr. 5, 9).

15 A. Bevan, 4 Short Commentary on the Book of Daniel (Cambridge, 1899)
proposes the reading 17192 NINX 17p for A7°Y2N ANX 19p to have here a word for
word translation of 9791 IR 17 . Bevan’s emendation was accepted by later
commentators {Charles, Montgomery, and others).

16 H. Ewald, Ausfiirliches Lehrbuch der hebriischen Sprache 8 (Gottingen, 1870),
p. 664, footnote 1.
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

in structure from the forms of the MT. Both types abound in the Hebrew
forms as well as in the Aramaic.

Examples for the first type '* :

(1) Hebrew

WoR, (11, 14), a nifal form in the Ms., as against W3, a hitpa‘el form
in the MT ; Ry (11, 24), a pi’el form in the Ms., versus a gal form,
9913 in the MT ; WO (11, 25), a pi‘el form from W in the
Ms., while the MT has a hif‘il form from "N’ : N3 99N,

(2) Aramaic

PRI (2, 14 MT: pOD. WD (3, 24; MT: M@ 2T (7, 9; MT:
M) — a present participle in the Ms. versus a perfect in the MT ;
vice versa in 2, 27 where the Ms. has R versus P8¢ in the MT. In
4, 22 the Ms. reads P’Siﬂ; (and similarly in 4, 29 ; and in 5, 21:
MIWPS) — afel forms, while the MT has FREY? .ARDYY? — pafel
forms ; in 7, 4 the Ms. has the plural 'F%ﬁ versus the dual 'C‘?ﬂ in
the MT ; similarly, T'ii? (7, 7) in the Ms. versus T3 in the MT.

The examples of the second type will be presented according to their
grammatical categories.
(1) Hebrew

(a) léqattal as the infinitive pattern of pi‘el : ]5%5 793% ---'ﬁ§5—
(11, 35 ; MT: 13920 173 ... qsY).

(b) hitpa‘al in the Ms. versus hitpael in the MT : STA onph
(11, 36; MT: > opimm.

(c) mnifal as the pattern of the third pers. masc. sing. of the
stem in the perfect, in the Ms., versus nif‘al in the MT : 5bn Yp5N
(11, 19; MT : pn 2gam) 2,

17 A full description of the grammatical variants is given in the Hebrew
Introduction.

18 ]5$5 of the Ms. is a regular pi‘el infinitive, whereas ]E?‘_’ of the MT is
a rather irregular hifil infinitive.

19 In other forms of the infinitive of pi‘el the vocalization of the Ms. agrees
with that of the MT: wp35 (9,3), 339 (10, 17).

20 In ©n%Y (11, 11) the vocalization of the nifal form in the Ms. agrees
with that of the MT.
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

(d) variations in the vowel structure of nominal patterns, e.g.,
THIW (8: 5, 21 ; MT: “"o¥m) i (8, 8; MT : mwmp W (10, 6 ;
MT: inw).

The above grammatical variants, and many others, are typical of the
Babylonian tradition of Hebrew. It should be noted, however, that the
tradition the vocalization reflects is not purely Babylonian ; quite a

few of its features are Tiberian.

(2) Aramaic

(a) gétalit as the form of the first pers. sing. in the perfect of gal:
™A (3, 15), 983 (4, 31) etc., versus NPV} NIIY: in the MT. Similarly
in pa‘el and haf‘el stems : PPV PR3 .03 (4, 31), RvdER (2, 25),
versus DTN NNAY ...n273 -NODYD in the MT.

(b) gétalat | qételat as the form of the third pers. fem. sing. in
the perfect of gal: HPBI (2, 13 ; MT: DpBY .50 (7: 8, 20; MT :
nR70 p70).

(c) méquttal as the form of the passive participle of pa‘el :NPRAnom

o= - e 1=
(2,22), ThER (3, 24) 21 RN (7, 7), in the Ms. versus M3UR,RDIDOM
TREIR in the MT. In this category, however, the vocalization of the

Ms. is not consistent; méqattal forms appear as well.

(d) qatan (gatan)?* as the patern of the masc. plur. form of the
present participle of the gal in tertiae y verbs, e.g., ]’:16 (5, 9; MT :
e )23, TBE (5, 23 ; MT: TDY: etc. Similarly in other stems: I:"‘hvb
(5,6 ; T,

(e) standard Aramaic forms in mediae w/y verbs in the Ms.:

B3 (5,20; MT: BY.8™B (5, 19; MT : %) .90m((2, 44 ; MT : 5N

21 The patah under the D 1is a correction, intended to adjust the form of
the word to that of the MT.

22 Most of the forms are of the gatan pattern; one is of the gatan pattern.

23 In their orthography the forms of the Ms. agree with those of the MT;
the vocalization of the Ms., however, shows that they have an an (an)
ending, not an ayn ending. For this ending cf. the discussion on p. 128 of
the paper mentioned above, footnote 3.
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

The above features are typical of the Babylonian tradition of biblical
Aramaic and appear also in other Babylonian Mss. of Daniel and Ezra*;
some of these features reflect the influence of Targum Aramaic on biblical
Aramaic. The Babylonian Mss. which contain the Aramaic parts of the
Bible were produced in Massoretic schools that flourished in Mesopotamia
in the Geonic period. These schools came under the influence of Targum
Aramaic, and this accounts for the impact of Targum Aramaic on the
Babylonian Tradition of biblical Aramaic . )

In conclusion, the Ms. of the book of Daniel published here, one of the
largest Babylonian Mss. of Daniel extant, uncovers numerous variants, in
the consonantal text as well as in the vocalization. Although probably
written in Yemen, it reflects the work of a Babylonian school of
Massoretes. Only few of its variants are scribal errors ; most of them
belong to a tradition different from the Tiberian. Many of the variants,
the textual ones as well as those evidenet in the vocalization, reveal the in
tention of the scribe (that is, of the school which he represents) to make
the book of Daniel linguistically more intelligible to his contemporaries —
namely, the members of the Jewish communities of Geonic Babylonia.
The examination of the Aramaic of the Ms. in its relation to other
Babylonian Mss. of the book of Daniel on the one hand, and to the Tiberian
tradition of biblical Aramaic on the other, shows that on the whole
the latter tradition represents a layer of Aramaic older than the one

reflected by the Babylonian tradition of biblical Aramaic.

24 For an attempt to classify these Mss. from a linguistic point of view, see
the paper mentioned in footnote 3.

25 The Babylonian Mss. which contain the Aramaic parts of the Bible vary
in the affinity of the forms of their biblical Aramaic to those of Targum
Aramaic. For a detailed discussion of this.question see the aforementioned
paper.
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