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PREFACE

The present volume includes studies' previously published in
various periodicals, as well as several new ones appearing here
for the first time. As was indicated in an introductory note to the
original publication of the earliest of these studies, my intention
from the beginning was to investigate the relationship of some
of the dominant ideas of early Islam to their pre-Islamic back­
ground. My aim was not only to emphasize the far-reaching con­
ceptual continuity from the pre-Islamic era to the early-Islamic
era, but also to uncover, by means of careful philological analysis,
the underlying psychological and social motives of the terms
involved. My basic conviction is that these genuinely Arab concepts
and terms surviving in early Islam should not be considered (as is
frequently done) as antiquarian relics, but as living and potent
elements, as creative forces which helped to generate the new
social values and historical achievements characteristic of the
early stages of Islamic society and history. The present studies
must necessarily limit themselves to some selected ideas and con­
cepts, as well as to a restricted number of literary texts. A fuller
and more exact picture of the spiritual background of early Islam
would naturally require the examination of many other aspects
of early Arab life, secular as well as religious.

New York, January 1972.
M. M. BRAVMANN
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INTRODUCTION

Andrew Rippin

The essence of scholarship is always to be located in the cumulative 
discussion that takes place surrounding a research topic. Each step 
along the way in that conversation is important. Scholarly agendas 
for the future are set by each turn that the conversation takes, 
directed by the constraining factors that are at play and the varying 
skills that individuals bring to their research at that particular point 
in history. To understand fully any scholarly discussion today it is 
essential to know the history of the topic among scholars. For the 
study of the formative period of Islam, M. M. Bravmann’s The Spir-
itual Background of Early Islam: Studies in Ancient Arab Concepts is one of 
those fundamental works that pave the scholarly path, incorporating 
within it significant contributions to an array of key scholarly top-
ics.

 Meïr Moshe Bravmann was born on July 3, 1909, and died on 
September 16, 1977.1 Growing up in a town in the south of Ger-
many, he attended the University of Breslau between 1927 and 1932, 
studying Semitic languages under the leading figure of the time, Carl 
Brockelmann. His PhD thesis was entitled Materialien und Unter-
suchungen zu den phonetischen Lehren der Araber; the work was published 
in Göttingen by W. F. Kaestner in 1934 with the author’s name as 
Max Bravmann. In the sketch of Bravmann’s life that opens the 
memorial volume published in his honour, Edward Greenstein 
describes the period that followed Bravmann’s PhD as a life “stooped 
under the weight of misfortune.” Bravmann’s career started as an 
academic assistant at the University of Giessen but that came to an 
end with the rise of the Nazis. He moved to Jerusalem. The “Oxford 
Archive of the Society for the Protection of Science and Learning” 

1 Biographical information has been derived primarily from Edward L. Green-
stein, “M. M. Bravmann: A Sketch,” Journal of the Ancient Near Eastern Society 11 (1979), 
1-2; the journal issue was a memorial volume to Bravmann. The articles from the 
issue are available online at www.jtsa.edu/Audience_Pages/Scholars_and_Re-
search/JANES.xml.
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reports2 having some correspondence with Bravmann in its files, 
likely from this period when so many scholars found themselves 
needing to leave Germany. In Jerusalem, Bravmann worked as a 
research assistant under S. D. Goitein on the edition of volume 5 of 
Ans§b al-Ashr§f of al-Bal§dhurÊ.3 He subsequently became an instructor 
in Semitic philology but this did not turn into a permanent position 
for him and he emigrated to New York in 1951. Raphael Patai 
appears to have played a significant role in his life during this per-
iod.4 Patai and Bravmann had been friends in Breslau when they 
were both at the Rabbinical Seminary there and both worked under 
Brockelmann. Patai moved from Jerusalem to New York in 1947 
and reports that he was able to find Bravmann work teaching Arabic 
at Dropsie College.5 Such work remained piece-meal, it appears,  
and included periods of teaching at New York University and 
 Columbia University. Bravmann’s permanent position was as a 
library cataloguer in the Columbia University Library, starting in 
1952 and last ing until his death.

 As the quantities of his academic work display, Bravmann was 
devoted to his scholarly life. His colleagues in the library saw him as 
“enigmatic,” according to Greenstein, an active “determined ball of 
energy,” but apparently a man with few close friends. Bravmann 
never married; Patai reports that “despite our long friendship [Brav-
mann] never opened up as far as his relations with women were 
concerned, and somehow I always suspected that he never had any 
experience with the opposite sex.”6 However, given the list of illustri-
ous names of those who contributed to his memorial volume—among 
them A. F. L. Beeston, Z. Ben-Hayyim, J. Blau, P. Cachia, D. M. 
Dunlop, J. C. Greenfield, M. J. Kister, S. Morag, and Y. Muffs—he 
did not lack for scholarly acquaintances and admirers. His work was 

2 See the online index at www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/dept/scwmss/wmss/online/ 
modern/spsl/spsl.html, under “I.14.4 Oriental Philology.”

3 S. D. F. Goitein, The Ans§b al-Ashr§f of al-Baladhuri, Published for the First Time by 
the School of Oriental Studies, Hebrew University, Jerusalem. Vol. 5. Jerusalem: University 
Press, I936.

4 More could probably be learned from the New York Public Library archive of 
Patai’s papers and letters which includes correspondence with Bravmann in box 9, 
file 188, indicated as dating from 1955 to 1974; see www.nypl.org/research/chss/
spe/rbk/faids/patai.pdf. 

5 Raphael Patai, Journeyman in Jerusalem: Memories and Letters, 1933-1947 (Salt Lake 
City: University of Utah Press, 1992), 31.

6 Ibid. 
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both wide-ranging and ever-evolving. Most of his published research 
follows a similar pattern: a small comment of another scholar would 
stimulate him to write a full analysis, which he would then expand 
upon further and revise in subsequent articles. The topics of his 
writing ranged widely across Semitic languages, as his 1977 collec-
tion Studies in Semitic Philology,7 which appeared just before his death, 
displays. The 52 chapters commence with a fresh revision of work 
that Bravmann first published in 1938 on “i” as an auxiliary vowel 
in Semitic languages and include other articles on Proto-Semitic, 
Akkadian, Hebrew, Aramaic, Syriac, Arabic and Turkic. David Mar-
cus described Bravmann’s work as “devoted to illustrating curious 
nuances of style and expression in the Semitic languages”8 although 
that certainly underestimates the significance of what other Semitic 
linguists saw in his essays.9 

 Bravmann’s other book-form contributions are likewise primarily 
reprints, revisions or developments of earlier work specifically in the 
area of Arabic. His 1953 monograph, Studies in Arabic and General 
Syntax,10 consists of a collection of articles that are mainly revisions 
and follow-ups to originals published in Hebrew dealing chiefly with 
aspects of “isolation of the natural subject” of a sentence in Arabic. 
The 1968 monograph, The Arabic Elative: a New Approach,11 is, by 
Bravmann’s standards, a somewhat extended journal article (50 
pages in length) on the superlative and comparative in Arabic. The 
work being reprinted here, The Spiritual Background of Early Islam: Stud-
ies in Ancient Arab Concepts, appeared in 1972 and follows a similar 
pattern of incorporating revised and new articles.

 Among Bravmann’s other scholarly contributions of note are 
chapters on “Language” in three works edited by Raphael Patai: The 
Republic of Lebanon (1956), The Republic of Syria (1956) and The Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan (1956), all produced for the Human Relations Area 

7 Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1977.
8 David Marcus, “The Barren Woman of Psalms 113:9 and the Housewife: an 

Antiphrastic Dysphemism,” Journal of the Ancient Near Eastern Society 11 (1979), 81.
9 Among the reviews of Studies in Semitic Philology in which the point is made about 

the significance of the contributions see W. Diem in Die Welt des Islams, NS 18 (1977), 
118-20; J. Wansbrough in Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 41 (1978), 
355-6; G. Troupeau in Arabica, 28 (1981), 121-2; cf. the extremely critical review of 
P. T. Daniels in Journal of Near Eastern Studies, 40 (1981), 70-1.

10 Cairo: Imprimerie de l’institut Français d’archéologie orientale, 1953.
11 Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1968.
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Files; Bravmann is credited with being the assistant director of the 
Jordan project. Patai also thanks Bravmann in some of his other 
works for his assistance on linguistic matters. 

 Bravmann’s abilities as a philologist are described as making him 
the successor to the intellectual tradition of Delitzsch, Nöldeke, Barth 
and Brockelmann.12 No less than Edward Said (a colleague at Colum-
bia University, it should be noted) spoke of him admiringly as a 
representative of an honourable tradition. In his essay “Shattered 
Myths,” Said attacks “Orientalists” such as Patai and Lewis for their 
crude caricatures of Arabs: 

Where then does Arabic influence the Arab mind? Exclusively within 
the mythological world created for the Arabs by Orientalism. The 
Arab is a sign for dumbness combined with hopeless over-articulate-
ness, impotence with hyper-sexuality, poverty with excess. That such 
a result can be attained by philological means testifies to the sad end 
of a once noble learned tradition, exemplified today only in individuals 
like M. M. Bravmann. Today’s Orientalist by and large is the last 
infirmity of a once-great scholarly dis ci pline.13 

The essays in The Spiritual Background of Early Islam find their place as 
essential elements in the unfolding of scholarship on the emergence 
of Islam. They are not the last word on the topics that are investi-
gated (indeed, several were subject to receiving supplements in Brav-
mann’s own Studies in Semitic Philology14) but they all represent central 
elements in moving the discussions to where they are today, with the 
questions framed in the way in which they are. The contents of this 
book range over what must be considered the corpus of the key 
words of classical Islam: muråwah, dÊn, isl§m, Êm§n, amr, sunnah, sÊrah, 
#ilm, ra"y, ijtih§d, ijm§ #, bay #ah. All of these are words studied by many 
scholars for what they can reveal to us, in true philological fashion, 

12 Greenstein, “M. M. Bravmann: A Sketch,” 1.
13 Edward W. Said, “Shattered Myths,” in Naseer Hasan Aruri (ed.), Middle East 

Crucible: Studies on the Arab-Israeli War of October 1973 (Wilmette IL: The Medina Uni-
versity Press International, 1975), 408-47, sections reprinted in A. L. Macfie, Orien-
talism: a Reader (New York: NYU Press, 2000) with this quote appearing on p. 100. 
Said’s appreciation and understanding of philology are emphasized in his work 
Humanism and Democratic Criticism (New York: Columbia University Press, 2004), espe-
cially chapter 3, “The Return to Philology.”

14 Especially notable is chapter 28, “Arabic aslama (Isl§m) and Related Terms,” 
pp. 374-89, but chapters 24 (on “inner compulsion”), 29 (on #ißmah) and 30 (on “laud-
able deeds”) are examples of Bravmann’s research that fits within the general themes 
of The Spiritual Background of Early Islam.
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of the founding thoughts of MuÈammad and his contemporaries. 
Bravmann, however, had a special contribution to make to these 
discussions. He was convinced that the true sense of all of these 
words needed to be found in their relationship to pre-Islamic Arabia 
and to ancient Arab custom and ideology. Furthermore, for Brav-
mann, these investigations revealed far more than conceptual notions: 
he saw psychological and social factors about the Arabs embedded 
in the linguistic usages. These were factors which, as he states in his 
preface to this book, are to be viewed “as living and potent elements, 
as creative forces which helped generate the new social values and 
historical achievements characteristic of the early stages of Islamic 
society and history.” That view is reflected even more clearly in the 
essays in this work that are conceived thematically such as those on 
“the surplus of property,” the “return of the hero,” and “equality of 
birth.” It is also a significant element especially in Bravmann’s treat-
ment of the word isl§m, a word which he argues originally conveyed 
the sense of “self-sacrifice” and “defiance of death” on the basis of 
the use of that concept and terminology in pre-Islamic poetry. Brav-
mann’s treatment of the concept of the sunnah is clearly one where 
his contribution remains a vital part of the discussion that started 
with Ignáz Goldziher and Joseph Schacht, and is continued today 
by Gautier Juynboll and Harald Motzki. For Bravmann, sunnah had 
always been the practice of an authoritative person of the past, and, 
contrary to Schacht specifically, not something that evolved out of 
a principle of community practice and only later was specified to the 
person of MuÈammad.15 

 This emphasis on the pre-Islamic Arab background of the rise of 
Islam must be understood within the overall context of the on-going 
debates regarding the emergence of Islam and how that is to be situ-
ated.16 The scholarly list of potential “influences” on MuÈammad 
had grown quite long during the twentieth century, driven by the 
agendas that lay behind the foundational works in the field by schol-
ars such as Abraham Geiger and Theodor Nöldeke. Not only were 

15 The discussion in Susan Spectorsky, “Sunnah in the Responses of IsÈ§q b. 
R§hwayh,” in Bernard G. Weiss (ed.), Studies in Islamic Legal Theory (Leiden: Brill, 
2002), 51-74, esp. 70-1, is a good illustration of the continuing role of Bravmann’s 
study. 

16 See Andrew Rippin, “Introduction,” in A. Rippin (ed.), The Qur’§n: Style and 
Contents (Aldershot: Ashgate/Variorum, 2001), xi-xv.
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Jewish and Christian scriptures and exegetical literatures searched 
for parallels, but also sectarian dogmas of all types—Nestorian, 
Docetic, Essene—were considered, along with Manichean, Zoroas-
trian and even Buddhist notions. While many of these studies were 
framed in a reductive way so as to demonstrate the “lack of original-
ity” of the Qur"§n and Islam in general, there is a more fundamental 
point which all these works were aiming at and that Bravmann’s 
studies display very clearly: that there is a need to establish the his-
torical background against which Islamic texts from the earliest 
period are to be read. This debate still rages—as recently essayed in 
Gabriel Reynolds’s edited collection The Qur"§n in its Historical 
Environment,17 for example—and Bravmann’s distinctive treatment of 
the Arabian background still plays its role, precisely because of the 
depth and the precision of its scholarship. 

 Reviews of Bravmann’s The Spiritual Background of Early Islam work 
when it first appeared were positive and appreciative. One review 
was by none other than Raphael Patai.18 He declared Bravmann to 
be a “pioneer in Arabic psycholinguistics” on the basis of this work. 
S. D. Goitein also reviewed the work19 and provided some substan-
tive and critical comments, but he was clearly engaged with the work 
of his former assistant. William Montgomery Watt concluded his 
review20 by saying, 

In the wider perspective, however, it would seem that the material 
collected and ordered by the author in support of his thesis, even if all 
his points are not fully proved, is bound to influence the ideas which 
future scholars will form of the character of nascent and early Islam. 
This work is to be most thoroughly commended. 

As Watt suggests, what by first appearances may seem to be a col-
lection of (for the most part) previously published, highly technical 
articles of limited scope has a remarkable unity. There is a single 

17 London: Routledge, 2008.
18 American Anthropologist 75 (1973), 1871-2.
19 Journal of the American Oriental Society 94 (1974), 235-7.
20 Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 36(1973), 135-6. When J. Wans-

brough reviewed Studies in Semitic Philology (see note 9 above) he commented that, in 
combination with The Spiritual Background of Early Islam, “A good deal of care has gone 
into the production of both books, required reading for anyone concerned with Sem-
itic studies” (p. 355). Wansbrough focuses solely on issues related to linguistic matters 
in his review and makes no comment on the chapters in Studies in Semitic Philology that 
are relevant to the conceptualization of the rise of Islam. 
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element that Bravmann argues for throughout his work that serves 
to unify his essays and makes them a force to be reckoned with. A 
picture of the Arabian background of Islam has rarely found such 
detailed philological support as it does in The Spiritual Background of 
Early Islam. 

Andrew Rippin
Victoria BC Canada, September 2008



CHAPTER ONE

THE SPIRITUAL BACKGROUND
OF EARLY ISLAM AND THE HISTORY

OF ITS PRINCIPAL CONCEPTS*

In this study, I intend to treat of various concepts typical of
early Arab life and connected with early Islamic doctrine. In order
not to exceed the limits of a brief survey, I have been compelled
to confine myself to certain basic notions, illustrative of the
ideological and psychological background of primitive Islam.

A. "Muruwah and Din"

According to the accepted view, there exists a sharp contrast
between the spiritual and ethical foundations of pre-Islamic Arab
life and the religion founded by Muhammad, It was Goldziher who,
in his study "Muruwwa und Din" (Muhammedanische Studien, I,
p. 1-39), placed this view, which had been current before, on a
scientific basis.

Goldziher was undoubtedly correct in interpreting muruwah as
"virtus" 1 (d. below, p. 322), but the contrast he tries to establish
between this concept and din, in the sense of "Islamic religion",2

* Revised from the article published in Hebrew in Tarbis, vol. 18 (1946/
47). p. 65-88. and in English in Le Museon, vol. 64 (1951), p. 317-356.

1 This translation had already been given in De Goeje's Glossary of Muslim
b. al-Walid's Diwan, p. LXVIII.-In this connection, I would mention an
expression frequent in early poetry, but hitherto disregarded. The names of
certain persons are frequently preceded by al-marru, as at-mar'« Nu/:t (A 'sa
Maymicn, no. 79, v. 28). al-marru Kisrii (Tabari, I, 5; 2434, 15). al-marru
Tubbas (Ifamasat al-Buhturi, no. 1°59, v. 4), also al-mar>u 'A/:tmad = Mu/:tam­
mad(Ibn Hisam. p. 995, 10), etc.; d. further Hebrew ha'is Most! "the man
Moses". I have no doubt that al-marru is to be understood here in an emphatic
sense: "one possessed of muriauah'"; it must be assumed that the abstract
noun al-muriaoab is derived from al-marru in this specific application. The
emphatic meaning of ai-mar-u developed from the simple meaning in much
the same way as fatan "hero, knight. fighter" (compare futuwah) developed
from the simple meaning "young man, vir".

2 On the lines laid down by Goldziher, Tor Andrae (Die Person M ohammeds
in Lehre und Glaube seiner Gemeinde, p. 210) speaks of a sharp contrast
between the "Gesellschaftsethik des altarabischen Stammewesens" and the
"individualistische Moral des neuen din". I question the particularly in­
dividualistic character of the concept din in early Islam, without being
able to discuss details here; for the time being, see below, p. 34.
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has never been convincingly demonstrated. In my opinion, such
contrast does not exist at all. Goldziher cannot deny that the
principle known as muruwah played an important part even in
Islamic days (ib., p. 14). In fact, it is one of the main ideals of
Islamic religion: la dina bild muruwatin "there is no religion without
muriuoah'", i.e., manly virtus and the virile ethics of the heathen
period were appreciated even in the Islamic period, only that in
the course of time other qualities, of purely religious character,
were added to them.

Goldziher tries, of course, to substantiate his viewpoint by certain
utterances of Muhammad's contemporaries, allegedly testifying to
the wide gulf between the spiritual and ethical conceptions of pre­
Islamic paganism and those of Islam. I do not propose to discuss each
single passage adduced by him, but confine myself, for the time
being, to examining one particular source to which Goldziher
attaches considerable importance in the conduct of his argument.
I, too, regard this source as highly important, as it confirms to a
large extent my own view, diametrically opposed to his.

Goldziher (l.c., pp. 9-10) says: " ... Bekehrte sich also jemand
ehrlich zum Islam, so bekannte er sich zu Tugenden, die dem
arabischen Sinne als Niedrigkeiten galten. Keine echte Araberseele
mochte in das Aufgeben ihrer angestammten Tugendideale willigen.
Als die Frau des Helden (Abbas b. Mirdas erfuhr, dass ihr Gatte
sich dem Propheten anschloss, verwustete sie ihren Wohnsitz 1 und
kehrte zu ihrem Stamme zuruck und an ihren ungetreuen Gemahl
richtete sie ein Rugegedicht, in welchem sie unter anderem die
Worte ausspricht:

Bei meinem Leben, wenn du dem Din Muhammeds folgst, und die
Getreuen und Wohltater verlassest,

So hat diese Seele Niedrigkeit fur Hochsinn eingetauscht am Tage
da die scharfen Schwerter an einander geraten."

Here is the full text of the poem from which the above two
verses are taken eAgani, ed. Btilaq, vol. 13, 66 = ed. Cairo, 1963­
70, vol. 14, 306-7) :

(I) "alasn yanha 'Abbdsa bna Mirdasa 'annani * ra'aytu l-wara
ma!J$u$atan bil-faga'i(i

1 Qaunuadat baytahii : This expression must be translated "she pulled down
her house (tent, hut)"; cfv Hassan b. Iabit, Diwiin, no. 29, v. 6; Ibn Qutay­
bah, Kit. as-Si'r was-Su'arii', p. 337, 5; Qii r-Rummah, no. 42, V. 1.
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(2) 'atahum mina f->an~ari kullu samayda'in * mina l-qawmi yaly,mi
qawmahu jil-waqa'i<i

(3) bikulli sadidi l-ieaq'i 'adbin. yaquduhu * 'ila l-mawti hamu
l-muqrabiiii l-bara'i<i

(4) la'amr; la'in tiiba'ta dina M ulcammadi« * ioafiiraqta 'i!Jwana
~-~aja wa~-~ana)i{i

(5) labuddila 1 tilka n-najsu [fiUan bi'izzatin. * gadata !Jtilaji
l-murhajati l-qawati'i

(6) waqawm(u)n humu r-ra'su. l-muqaddamu jil-waga * wa'ahl(u)
l-ly,iga jina wa'ahl(u) d-dasa>i<i

(7) suyujuhumu 'izzu. [f-[falili wa!Jayluhum * sihiima: Pa<adi jil­
'umuri l-ja?a'i<i

The last two verses (6 and 7), undoubtedly referring to the
(heathen) tribesmen of <Abbas b. Mirdas and his wife, present an
incomplete sentence. They are not inserted in their proper place,
but belong actually after verse 4. It thus appears that they are
part of the protasis introduced by la'i« (v. 4), so that we have to
read L...,J qawman instead of i..,J qawm(u)n of the text. As indicated
by the general purport of the poem, the expression tilka n-najsu
refers to the poetess herself, viz. <Abbas's wife-contrary to the
opinion of Goldziher, who relates it to <Abbas. It must likewise be
maintained against Goldziher that diUun and 'izzatwn do not here
imply any moral valuation, but signify "surrender" (or "weakness")
and "hardihood". Goldziher translates the noun of action i!Jtilaj,
in the temporal clause beginning with gadd:«, by a verb in the present
tense. As shown by verses 1-2, gadata !Jtilaji ... refers to a particular
warlike event which occurred in the past; ilytilaj must therefore be
the expression of a past action.

I therefore translate the whole of the poem as follows:
"(1) Did not restrain <Abbas b. Mirdas (from adopting Mu!Jammad's
religion) the fact that I had seen the men afflicted by calamities?
(2) There came upon them from the "'am;ar" (the "helpers")
heroes 2 who defend their people in the battles (3) with sharp and

1 Thus I read instead of lbdlt of the text.
2 I would identify the phrase kullu samayda/in mina l-qawmi with a very

interesting type of construction, occurring in many languages, d. French
le fripon de valet, German ein Lump von einem Kerl, English a devil of a fellow,
Latin frustum pueri (= "a mere slip of a boy"); see Havers, Handbuch der
erhl, Syntax, p. 148, and Schuchardt, ZS, vol. I, p. 227-229. Marcel Cohen in
Schuchardt's article (p. 228), quoting instances of this type from modern
Arabic (Maghrebian) dialects, remarks: "En arabe classique cette construe-
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heavily alighting swords, (heroes) whom the heads of lovely mares
lead on to death.' (4) Upon my life, if you ('Abbas) have adopted
Muhammad's religion and deserted the sincere (friends) and the
doers of worthy deeds, (6) who are the spearheads in the turmoil
of battle, and the men of wisdom amongst us and the generous of
heart, (7) whose swords are the shield of the feeble and whose
horses are arrows flying at the enemy, in the hour when formidable
things happen (S)-then this soul (i.e. I, your wife) found hardihood
exchanged for surrender (or: weakness) on the day when the edges
of the sharp swords clashed."

There is no doubt that <Abbas's wife is referring to a warlike
action in which her tribesmen, i.e. the opponents of Muhammad's
religion, were beaten and subdued by the" 'an$iir", i.e. the "helpers"
(meaning "the allies") of Muhammad from amongst the in-

tion n'a pas ete signalee". In this connection, I would refer to the verse by
Labld (ed. Halidi, p. 81, V. 2): fa 'in tasralina fima nafmu fa'innana * 'a"afiru
min hada Z-'anami l-musahhari, Brockelrnann (in his translation, p. XXVII,
no. 14, v. 35) translates, in accordance with the ancient commentary ('ay
nahru: 'awladu qawmin qad dahabu) , as follows: "Wenn du uns fragst, wie
es mit uns steht, so (wisse) wir sind Sperlinge, Nachkommen von Leuten, die
assen und tranken". Schulthess (in 'lJmayyah b. 'Abi s-Salts Dfwan, p. 130)
translates: " ... Sperlinge sind wir gegeniiber diesen wohlgenahrten Men­
schen". I reject both translations, since I consider the expression 'a~afiru

min hada 1- 'anami as an instance of the above mentioned type. The demon­
strative-hada-(common also in the corresponding expressions of other
languages) is the kind of pronoun which Arab grammarians call "derogatory
pronoun" (ljamir Zid-damm)-compare hada Z-mawtu and the like. Thus,
in English, one might translate about as follows: "we are sparrows of people,
enchanted (lulled into complacency by food and drink)", i.e.. "we, people
lulled into complacency by food and drink, are (no better than) sparrows"
(as regards the contents of the verse as a whole compare: Imrurul-Qavs,
no. 5, vv. 1-2; Labid, Z.c., p. 135, v. 5). With the expression occurring in
the verse under discussion, I compare phrases like, e.g., (aZ-'A'sa Maymicn,
no. 41, v. 5) fata qawmin and [atdtu. 'unasin (of course, fatan means here:
"lord, knight, hero", and fatatun means "gentlewoman, lady"), or sirJ:tanu
[ityiinin. "a wolf of a man" ('As'ar zs-Hudaliyin, no. 31, v. 9, ed. Koseg., p.
81), ya kaZbu mina Z-wuzara'i "0 dog of a vizir" (Arabian Nights, passim); d.
also the Hebrew type #r~(') 'adam (Gen. 16, 12). Also the typesfata l-jit yiini
(d. Hebrew sir hassirim) and J:taramun min J:taramin (Ibn Hisam, p. 823, pu.),
haramwn. mina Z-'aJ:trami (lfamasat 'Abi T'amiim, ed. Cairo, 1927, I, 385, I)
ought to be noted in this connection. Secondarily related to this construction
is the frequent type lilliih.i darruka min raguZin, etc.

1 We have here a bold metaphor of high poetical beauty. According
to the Arab conception, Fate (aZ-maniyah) harasses man like a cattle­
driver, presses him in pursuit (cf., e.g., Zuhayr, no. 20, v. 5). This cattle­
driver (or: slave-driver; as-sii'iq'; appears here under the image of horses'
heads, drawing, as it were, those sitting behind them on to death.
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habitants of Yatrib (Medina); according to primitive Arab custom,
the enemies, though Muslims, are depicted as true heroes." She is
referring to the disaster which had befallen her people, and to the
grief and humiliation which had thus been inflicted upon her. She
cannot grasp how her husband could have forgotten this defeat
and turned ally of this very enemy.

'Abbas's wife denounces her husband for an act of common
treachery and adopts towards him the attitude which a traitor to
his tribe could expect in the pre-Islamic period. The base action of
which 'Abbas had rendered himself guilty consists in going over
to the enemy who had defeated his people in battle; but the hostile
community itself is not described as contemptible. The poetess
admits that the conquerors show courage, a quality which by the
standards of the heathen era was a chief virtue of the individual and
the group. There is no indication of her condemning 'Abbas because
the community which he had joined was despicable from a moral
point of view, nor any sign of a spiritual gulf between the two
parties; one can hardly avoid the impression that some circles,
especially on the pagan side, did not attach any particular impor­
tance to the spiritual and religious background of the conflict.

As mentioned above (p. I), Goldziher (Muh. Stud., I, p. 13)
identified the Arab concept muruwah (from mar'un = "man, vir")
with the Latin virtus. This view is emphatically rejected by the
Egyptian scholar Bichr Fares in his book L'honneur chez les Arabes
(These, Paris 1932), p. 30, and later in his essay Muru:« in the
Supplement of the Encyclopedia of Islam (1938), col. 157 ff., and
his book Mabii/:tit 'Arabiyah (Cairo 1930), p. 72. Fares considers
that Goldziher's theory is drawn from his own imagination ("min
biibi t-taljayyuli' ').

M uriiwah, according to the early sources themselves and the
tradition of Muslim scholars, comprises ethical duties of several
kinds. These duties are occasionally specified in early Arabic poetry
(without being always explicitly designated by the term muriiwah);
compare, e.g., al->A'sa Maymiin, no. I, v. 39ff. Fares, however,
maintains that in the pre-Islamic period, the word muriiwah was
not used to describe a person's actions or conduct, that indeed,
originally, it carried no moral or spiritual implication whatever,
but denoted "the material conditions of life", whilst it is only in

1 Cf, Ibn Hisiim, p. 632, 2, etc.



6 THE SPIRITUAL BACKGROUND OF EARLY ISLAM

the Islamic period that it slowly evolved the sense which Goldziher
identifies with virtus. If it were conceivable at all that muruwah
had not meant virtus already in the earliest period, this possibility
can be ruled out by reference to certain verses from the pagan and
early Islamic periods (see, e.g., Hatim at-Ta'i, p. 22, I. II ; 'Abu
ljiras, nv. 10, v. II ap. Hell, Neue Hudhailiten-Diwane, p. 66). We
confine ourselves to a characteristic verse of the poet Hassan b.
Tabit, a contemporary of Muhammad, who in spite of his conversion
to Islam preserved the spiritual heritage of the pagan era (ed.
Hirschfeld, no. 4, v. 29): nusawwidu q,a l-mdli l-qalili 'iq,a badat *
muru'atuhu fina wa'in kana mu'dima "We will choose as our master
him who has little property when his muruwah becomes apparent
in our midst-even though he be poor". But we have to examine
the important question whether muruwah is indeed found in the
meaning of "the material conditions of life", which according to
Fares had been its original acceptation in the pre-Islamic period.
Fares, trying to prove his thesis by reference to a particular literary
source, says (EI, Suppl. 157b): "A satyrical poet of the Rasidi
period asks the governor of a city to help him to meet the demands
of his muru'a (gi'tuka litu'inani <ala muru'ati = to appease my
hunger to prevent me coveting the food of others; d. for the inter­
pretation of this phrase al-Muwassa, p. 32), the governor replies to
him: "What can be the muru'a of one who disobeys God and devotes
himself to calumny ... ?" ... ". I add the last sentence in the
language of the original (' Agani, XIX, p. 144, 11. 1-2): wama
muru'atu man ya'~i r-Rahmana wayaqulu l-buhidna wayaqta<u md
"amara llahu biM 'an yu~ala wallahi la'in 'a'taytuka la'u'inannaka
<ala l-kufri wal- <i~yiini ...

It is clear from the outset that kufr "heresy" cannot be the
antonym of a term signifying "the material conditions of life"
("livelihood"), but it can be demonstrated that Fares has
misinterpreted the above mentioned source. This source has an
early parallel in a story about the famous poet Labid b. Rabiah,
who belongs for the greater part of his lifetime to the pagan era
(Ibn Qutaybah, as-Si'r was-5u'ara', p. 149, 1. 12 ff.): "Labid vowed
in the pagan era that whenever an east wind blew he would feed
the people until it subsided, and forced himself to keep his vow
also in the period of Islam. Once al-Walid b. 'Uqbah addressed the
people at Kufa on a day when the east wind blew, and he said:
"Your brother Labid has vowed that whenever an east wind blows
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he will feed the people until it subsides, and today is one of these
days; now help him, and I will be the first to help him". And he
descended (from the rostrum) and sent a hundred head of cattle."
In a laudatory poem (ib., p. ISO, 1. 10 = [Jiwan Labid, ed. Brockel­
mann, fragm. 16, 2; p. 52), Labid's daughter says of al-Walid b.
'Dqbah: 'a 'ana 'ala muru'atihi Labidd "he helped Labid to display
his muriaeah", What is meant by this, is clearly apparent from the
poem itself (1. 12), in agreement with the preceding prose passage:
'Aba Wahbin gazaka llahu fJayran * nal,larnaha wa'aramna t-iaridii
"Abu Wahb, may God reward your good deed, we have slaughtered
the cattle and also fed the people with bread". Compare also a
similar utterance by Labid himself (Mu'allaqah, v. 80): ... waq,u
karamin yu'inu 'ala n-nadd " ... and (he is) a noble-hearted man,
who helps (others) to display generosity". This corroborates the
reading of the following verse of an ancient lamentation (' A$ma'iyat/
nO II, v. 22; p. 14): liyabkika saml,lun lam yagid man yu'inuhu ...
"0 that there may weep for you the generous one who does not
find (now) one who will help him ... "-as against J. Barth (WZKM
18, p. 314), who instead of saml,lun reads (in agreement with a variant)
'anin "person in need of help", or the like. Cf. also (Hamdsah, p. 702,

V. 2): ... yasadana 'aw yu'inuna 'ala s-siyddak " ... they reign
or help (others) to reign".

It was plain from the outset, that the concept muruwah, like any
other concept of a moral-spiritual character, would occasionally be
connected with notions of a concrete-material nature; but this does
not detract in any way from its moral-spiritual significance. Only
the fact that no objection had yet been voiced against Fares's
interpretation of the above-mentioned source, and especially against
his opposition to Goldziher concerning the term muruwah, compelled
us to examine this question.

B. 'Islam

With reference to Muslim tradition, the majority of modern
scholars interpret the concept 'islam ('aslama, muslim), as a specific
term denoting adherence to the religion of the Prophet Muhammad,
by "surrender, resignation to (the will of) God",! As against this,
Grimme (Mohammed, I, p. 16) takes it to mean "man's salvation

1 Goldziher, Vorlesungen», p. 2; EI, s.v. "Islam"; Lyall, JRAS 1903, 784;
Noldcke-Schwally, Gesch. d. Kor., II, p. 206; J. Horovitz, Koran. Unters.,
p. 54; Buhl, Leben Moh.; Tor Andrae, Mohammed (1932), p. 55. etc.
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as a result of his purification", and assumes a semantic relation
between 'islam and zakdh, an expression which in his opinion is
the more original one. According to this, Grimme interprets "aslama
as "to effect one's salvation", and translates v. 106 of Surah 2
(d. below, p. 23): "er rettet Gatt gegeniiber sein Antlitz". On
the other hand, D.S. Margoliouth (JRAS 1903, p. 492) assumes that
the term muslim originally meant the adherents of the prophet
Musaylimah, who preached in the I:Iigaz in Muhammad's time and
whom the Muslims, of course, regarded as a false prophet (against
Margoliouth, d. Lyall's remarks, ib., p. 784). Lidzbarski (ZS, I
[1923J, p. 88) conjectured that the original signification of "aslama
was "to enter into the state of salvation (salam = O"U)'t"'I)p[iX)" like
"asbaha. from ~ubl:t, an interpretation similar to that of Grimme.
Torrey (The Jewish Foundation of Islam, 1932, p. 101-102) rejects
the assumption of some scholars, that "aslama is an Aramaic loan­
word, but maintains that the idea of calling the new religion by a
name which he, too, interprets as "submission, resignation, self­
surrender", was suggested to Muhammad from outside, viz., by
stories of the patriarchs, Abraham and his son (Ismael), whom
MuJ:tammad (in accordance with the biblical conception) regards
as the ancestors of his own people. A sublime example of "Abraham's
surrender to the will of God" is contained, according to Torrey,
in the story of "the offering of Ismael" in the Qur'an, Surah 37,

,v. 100ff.
/ All these interpretations of the concept 'islam do not seem

satisfactory to me. I maintain that the original sense of the term
as a designation for the religion of Muhammad is "defiance of death,
self-sacrifice (for the sake of God and his prophet)" or "readiness
for defiance of death". The expression is thus semantically related
to gihad "warlike effort (for God and his prophet)", which implies
also, secondarily, the sacrifice of property (viz. livestock) as a
preparation for warlike action (see, e.g., Surah 9, v. 89). The religion
of Muhammad, according to the usual definition, derived from the
Qur'an, is based on two principles: gihad and "imiin. ("faith"), or,

'.,byanother definition, on 'islam and 'iman (see, e.g., Surah 49, v. 14).
The term 'islam, according to the above interpretation, is thus an

expression of one of two principles of Muhammad's religion. This
principle is perhaps not the most exalted postulate of Muham­
madanism-this is apparently 'iman ("faith")-but undoubtedly
its basis (during its genetic stage). For it is inconceivable that a
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man should have joined Muhammad and his religion without being
ready to sacrifice his life in battle (and also his property) for God
.and His prophet.

According to this interpretation, >islam (like gihad) was originally
a secular concept, denoting a sublime virtue in the eyes of the
primitive Arab: defiance of death, heroism, in the fight for honour
or for what seemed to him the most noble aspirations. His ideal
was to be killed in battle (in the pagan epoch, a natural death,
haifa "amfih», was regarded as unusual or at any rate undesirable;
d. /famasah, p. 52, v. r), while surrender to the enemy was
considered ignominious.

Here are some testimonies to the use of "aslama in the sense
assumed by me. In the poem by Vii Cadan al-Hirnyari, one of the
poems which, by way of warning and reprimand to all future
generations, describe the passing of human power and pride, the
downfall of the mighty rulers of the past, there is a verse about
Pii Nuwas, the Yemenite king who had embraced Judaism; it
relates how the latter, on being vanquished by the king of Abyssinia,
rode his horse into the sea, to avoid falling into enemy hands
(Tabari, Annals, I, 2; 929, 6): iaa'aslama pu Nuwasin mustamitan
walJarl,rjara qawmaMi danka l-madiqi. The -verse appears also, in the
same shape and with identical punctuation, in Ibn Hisarn's Sirah
(ed. Wustenfeld, p. 27,1. 6); however, instead of mustamitan, it says
here mustakinan. Noldeke, in his translation of this part of Tabari's
Annals (Geschichte der Perser und Araber zur Zeit der Sassaniden,
p. r 93, ult.), renders the verse as follows: "Vii Nuwas aber gab es
auf und suchte den Tad, nachdem er sein Yolk vor der engen
Drangsal gewarnt hatte." This interpretation seems inaccurate.
First of all, we should read lJU(j.rJ,ira instead J:tarJ4ara (both in Tabari
and in Ibn Hisam), since the sentence beginning with mah: rJ4.ra
(which had perhaps better be read ja!J4d.ra) can only be a main
clause (coordinate to the preceding sentence: ma'nsiama ... )-as
against Noldeke, who regards it as an adverb clause subordinate
to the sentence beginning with iea'aslama-s-t» the effect that Vii
Nuwas's fate was a warning to his people for all generations.'

1 I cannot subscribe to Noldekc's view (ib., p. 154, n. 1) that the poet was
expressing the same conceptions as that reflected in the prose tradition
CTabari, ib., p. 929, 1. 17 fL), i.e., that :gil Nuwas, while yet alive, warned
his men against the disaster which their timidity was likely to bring upon
them. On the contrary, it seems more probable-though we cannot actually
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Secondly, we must ask which of the versions, mustakinan of Ibn
Hisam and mustamitan of Tabari, is the original one. It goes without
saying that the answer depends on the meaning of the preceding
verb, 'aslama. It is obvious that mustakin "submissive, humble"
agrees perfectly with the sense conveyed according to the accepted
view by "aslama and 'islam in their religious application, "sur­
render (to the will of God)": "And va Nuwas resigned hum­
bly ...". But this version is a deliberate substitution for mus­
tamit, so as to bring the passage into line with what Muslim tra­
dition understands by "aslama. Mustamit certainly did not fit
in with this concept. Istamiita, mustamit means "heroically sacrifice
one's life in battle" (d. the expression 'al:u!ara l-mawta nafsahu in
<Antarah, N° 26, v. 9), "defy death" or simply "fight heroically or
fiercely" ; d. the definitions in dictionaries (esp. Lisiin al-t Arab, II,
p. 399, 11. 9, 19), as well as the verses (Ibn Qutaybah, as-Si<r
was-Su<arii', p. 410, 1. 7): fa'in yaku Awsun l:tayyatan mustamitatan
... "and if the Awsites are fiercely fighting and death defying lions
(or: snakes) ... " and (Giriin al-iAiod, ed. 1931, p. 25, 1. 12):
kiliinii nastamitu 'irjii ltaqaynd "and both of us shall combat fiercely
and with defiance of death, when we shall meet" (d. further as­
Samaw'al, ed. Cheikho, p. 15, 1. 3, etc.).

We are forced to the conclusion that mustakin was substituted
for the original mustamit, The meaning of "aslama is thus identical
with, or allied to, that of mustamit. The Jewish king va Nuwas went
to his death to avoid falling into the hands of his Christian-Abyssi­
sinian enemies.' The correct interpretation of the verse is thus:
"And pa Nuwas defied death and sacrificed his life, and so his
people were warned of dire distress".

In a poem of similar tendency, also connected with South Arabia,
Tubba c makes the following reference to his legendary ancestor
va I-Qarnayn 2 (Tabari, I, 2; 908, 1. 8f£.): (a) qad kiina.{)u l-Qarnayni

prove it-that the explanation given in the prose account is based on the
conception and vocalization refuted by us above.

1 Noldeke (l.c., p. 191, n.z) remarks: "EineechtnationaleVerklarungseines
Endes statt der elenden Abschlachtung in der Gefangenschaft durch den
Sieger. "

2 J)u l-Qarnayn refers here to the Yemenite king (about a hundred years
before the Hejira) who was thus surnamed after Alexander of Macedon. He
is usually called as-Sa/b J)u l-Qarnayn iHamaeat al-Buhturi, no. 386, v. 4,
p. 84; 'Abu l-Fida, Hist. Anteisl., ed. Fleischer, p. 116,11.5 and 7). As against
those who regard as-Sa'b as the king's real name (see, e.g., Caussin de
Perceval, Hist. des Arabes, III, Index, 558 b; Fleischer, l.c., p. II7, 1. 9),
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qabli musliman *malikan tadinu lahu l-mutiiku wataJ:tSudu (b) malaka
l-masiiriqa ioal-magiiriba yabtagi." "asbiiha 'ilmin min l;akimin
mursidi, The verses are reproduced with variations by al-Biriinl
(aPAtar al-Biiqiyah, ed. Sachau, p. 40); thisis from where Schulthess
(in 'Umayyah b. "Abl s-Salt's Diwan p. 48, 1. 5 ff.) quotes them. Of
special importance is the text of the second verse: balaga l-masariqa
wal-magririba yabtagi" 'asbriba mulkin min karimin sayyidi. This is
undoubtedly the original version. This reading, "He attained (or
reigned over) the uttermost ends of the earth, and aspired to im­
perial power, a hero, I a despot" ,2 seemed inconsistent from the point
of view of Muslim tradition with the term muslim in the preceding
verse. The text was therefore altered into " ... and he aspired to
knowledge, a wise (man) leading along the straight path". Thus the
Yemenite despot, who lived a long time before the era of Islam, was
transformed into a devout, God-fearing person. And indeed, in ac­
cordance with this conception, Schulthess ib., p. 105,11.3-7) translates
the two verses as follows: "(a) Vor mir lebte Vii l-Qarnayn, als ein
Glaubiger [! muslim] und als ein Konig, der sich zum Herrscher
tiber die Erde aufwarf, ohne sich unterjochen zu lassen. (b) Er
drang bis in die Gegenden des Sonnenaufgangs und -Untergangs
vor, die Zugange zur Konigsmacht eines Edlen und eines Herrschers
erstrebend." Needless to say that the term "despot" is incompatible
with "true believer". It is obvious that here, too, muslim means
"one who heroically defies death" (= mustamit).

I would further mention a verse of a famous poet of the pagan
era, Zuhayr (N° 4, v. 20, ed. Ahlwardt, p. 82 = Landberg, Primeurs
Arabes, p. ISO): 'utni 'ailayka bimd. 'alimtu wamii* sallafta fin­
nagadiiti wad-dikri. The reading sallafta was already given by the
commentator al-'A 'lam (see ed. Landberg), but the Berlin manu-

I would consider it a cognomen expressing Qil l-Qarnayri's character in
accordance with the description given in our poem: "the tyrant"-cf.
T'ubari ; II, 1; 478, 16, etc.-abridged from as-sa'b al-maqiidati (d. below,
n. 2), or: .. . ai-inqiyadi.

1 This is what karirn. signifies here. This meaning, hitherto unnoticed, is
very frequent. It appears with striking clarity, e.g., in Waq'at Siffin. by
Nasr b. Muzahirn, p. 200, 1. 19 (Brockelrnann, ZS, IV, p. 21, 1. 36: "edel").
Further comp, Tarafah, no. 5, v. 56: ... as-subur with ib., no. 14, V. 21:

... g,u karam. See also below, p. 35, 1. 2 and n. 1. To my regret, I am unable
to furnish additional evidence here.-Min in our passage, is the "partitive
article" .

2 Compare the expression (Diuian. Labid, ed. Brockelmann, frag., no. 7,
V. 2; p. 49): wasayyidun ~a'bu l-maqiidati,
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script of >Agani (d. Ahlwardt, l.c.: "Readings", p. 39) and the
ordinary printed edition (Biilaq 1285 a.H., IX, p. 154, 1. 3) have:
wama "aslamia fin-nagadati min {jikri.l I read the sentence thus:
>tttni 'alayka bimd 'alimtu [amii * "aslamta fin-nagadati li{j-{jikri,2
and translate the verse as follows: "I praise you on the strength
of my certain knowledge: for how did you defy death in the battles
for glory!". The word "aslama, whose secular meaning lapsed into
oblivion with the growing assertion of its religious-technical sense,
was replaced by an outwardly similar word with the meaning
"doing of good deeds" or the like (compare Torrey, The Commercial­
Theological Terms in the Koran, p. 45).

A further instance of >aslama in the meaning here under discussion
we recognize in the following line of al-Farazdaq (ed. Boucher),
p. 55, 1: maid. yaq{jifiinifi fami s-sarri yakfihim >i{jii "aslama l-l:tami
{j-{jimara makani. 3 This should be interpreted as follows: "When
they (i.e., my fellow-tribesmen) throw me into 'the mouth' of an
enemy attack, the manner in which I fight (makani) takes care of
them (i.e., of my fellow-tribesmen) in the hour when the one who
defends what is most sacred, is wont to give away (or: sacrifice)
his life" . 4

1 Compare also as-.5u'ara' an-N'asriiniyuh (Cheikho), p. 543,1. 5 (Chcikho
misreads: 'alimta); the Cairo editions of 'Agani (1905/6 and HJ38) have
ioamn raslatta,

2 Cf. (f:l~masat 'Abi T'amnuim, ed. Cairo 1927, 1, p. 192, I. 4) .. .al-fata
s-sabbiir u fin-nagadati . . . (d. p. 13, n. I) .-For 'ulni 'alayka birnd 'alimtu fa.. . .
d. <Amtarah, no. 21, v. 41.

~ Boucher, in the translation of the text (vol. 2 of his edition, p. 138),
renders the line as follows: "Veulent-ils me frapper, ils ne dechainent pas
la langue du mal contre moi; illcur suffit de cesser un instant de me defendre."

4 The phrase "in the hour when the one who defends what is most
sacred, is wont to sacrifice his life" is a specific instance of a frequently
found paraphrasis of the idea "in the hour of extreme danger." Another
regularly used paraphrasis of this idea is: "in the hour when the coward is
wont to flee" .-For makiir: in the sense in which it is used in al-Farazdaq's
line, d. al-'A5ma'iyat (ed. Ahlwardt), no. 45, 8; furthermore 'As'ar al­
Hudaliyin, ed. Kosegarten, no. 107, 24 (p. 236); also Tritniin al-MutanalJlJil,
no. 3,19 = Hell, Neue Hudailiten-Diieane, p. f)2 (the line is to be transferred
behind line 36, ibid., p. 94); and finally 'As'ar al-Hudaliyin, eel. Wellhausen
(Skizzen und Vorarbeiten, I), no. 157,5 (p. 16) where we must read: fahada
tumma qad <alimi; makiini 'ida mii [arra du l-'idari s-samigu (instead of silafi,i
lumma qad 'alimu bi' anni 'ida . . .) "this then---one knows it-is 'the manner
of my fighting' in the hour when the one with excuses (= the coward), the
contemptible man, is wont to flee" (the immediately preceding passage,
i.e. lines 1-4, to whichfahada . . . makiini (i.e., line 5) refers, has to be emended
and supplemented in the light of lines 30-36 of al-Mutanahhil's poem no. 3,
I. C., p. 93-94).
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Now that we have established that "aslama also meant "to defy
death", we have to inquire into the origin of this meaning. The
primary sense of >aslama is "hand over _someone or something"
or "deliver up a person to someone, to his enemy, his pursuer".
This suggests that "aslama "to defy death" is an elliptic expression
for "aslama nafsahu,l a suggestion confirmed by a particularly
important verse from Muhammad's time, which contains the full
(non-elliptic) expression; it should be noted that, in conjunction
with the idea"defy death in battle", it already conveys the specific
religious sense from which we derive the technical meanings of
"aslama, muslim, 'islam (Ibn Hisiim, p. 7°5, 1. 10): [adaribii bidarbi
l-mu'limina faraslama" muhgati 'anfusihim lirabbi l-masriqi "they
exerted themselves 2 in striking the heroes and sacrificed the 'blood
of their souls' for the Lord of the World"; 3 i.e. "they fought
heroically until death in the gihad, the fight for the Islamic
religion".» ,Aslama muhgati 'anfusihim is a self-contained expression
("they defied death") which does not really require a complement
(it is not to be interpreted as "they surrendered their lives to the
Lord"). The phrase lirabbi l-masriqi adds to the general (secular)
expression "aslamdi 'anfusahum the specific Islamic note. This com­
plementary element could of course be omitted-just as nafsahi; or
the like can be missing from the general expression "aslama ("defy
death' ')-and the elliptic expression'aslama thus became a linguistic
cliche in a popular Islamic sense.

But even in its religious application the elliptic expression is also
found in contexts which suggest that it comprises at the same time

1 Compare sabara abridged from sabara nafsahi; (d. below n. 4) and many
similar expressions.

2 For the special use of dariba in this passage compare Ibn Hisiim, p. 893,
1. 7.

3 A parallel expression to rabbu l-masriqi, is rabbu l-masariqi (ib., p. 572, I I;

Qur'an 37.5). G. Weil, in his translation of Ibn Hisam (vol. 2, pp. 23 and II9)
translates both times: "der Herr des Ostens". Our expression must be
interpreted as an abbreviation of rabbu l-masriqi uial-magribi (Qur'an 26. 28)
"Lord of the East and the West". an expression of the type called per
merismum. Compare the dual al-masriqiini, used in the same sense (Qur'an
43. 37)·

4 This sentence is thus completely identical. in both content and gramma­
tical structure, with a sentence referring to those killed in the battle of Mu 'tah
(Ibn Hisam, p. 800, 1. 6): sabarii biMu'tata lillahi nufusahum "they fought
heroically and sacrificed themselves at Mu 'tah for the sake of God" (see
above, n. I). [Cf. the phrase badala muhgata nafsihi quoted below, p. 22

11. 7·· For the expression "the blood of one's soul" d. Gen. 9. 45; Deut. 12. 23].
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the full original meaning; d. crabari II, I; 301, 33 ff.): 'aqulu
kama qiila 'a!Ju 1-'Awsi libni (ammihi walaqiyahu wahwa yuridu
nusraia rasuli llahi [aqiila lahu 'ayna tadhab« fa'innaka maqtulun
faqdla: sa'amd; wama bil-mawti (arun (ala l-faid" 'iq,a ma nawa
haqqan. wagahada muslima ** wa'asa r-rigala $-$aliJ:tina binafsihi*
ieafaraqa matbUran yagussu wayurgima "I say as a man from the
Banfi Aws said to his cousin when he met him as he was going on
his way to help the messenger of God; he said: "Whither art thou
going? Surely thou wilt not escape death".-And the other replied:
"I shall certainly go. There is no dishonour in death for any man,
when he strives after truth, defies death in battle and helps worthy
men with his own soul (by the sacrifice of his own life) ... ". Muslim
must here be semantically related to gahada on the one hand, to
'asa binafsihi on the other hand. This meaning of the term in the
context of the above two verses is confirmed by parallel passages
containing similar expressions, as (Baladiiri, ' Ansab al-'Asraf,V,
p. 371, 7): wayuqalu 'anna 'Urteaia qdla laysa bimaliimin. man
sahara J:tatta mdta kariman walakinna l-maiiima man lJafa mina
l-mawti "He is not vile that holds out until he dies heroically.' but
he is vile that is afraid of death" (d. also al-'A (sa M aymun, no. 23,
v.28).

The same peculiar meaning of the term "aslama is undoubtedly
present in the verse of of Muhammad's companion, the hero (Abbas
b. Mirdas (Ibn Hisiim, p. 865, 9 = ' Agani, 13, p. 66,1. 21) : 'a!a(naka
J:tatta 'aslama n-niisu kulluhum * waJ:tatta $abaJ:tna l-!Jayla (var.:
l-gam (a) "ahla Y'alamlamii. The reference is here to the obedience
and loyalty towards the Prophet Muhammad with regard to one
particular warlike operation; the expression J:tatta 'aslama n-nds«
kulluhum certainly does not refer to the adoption of Islam by the
whole of mankind (or the nation); it is solely to be understood in
the sense of 'islam, i.e. self-sacrifice or defiance of death, on the
part of (Abbas b. Mirdas and his companions, for the sake of the
Prophet and his religion, in connection with that particular warlike
action: "We obeyed you until all (our) men defied death in battle
(or: were prepared to defy death) and (or: that is, until we fell upon
the men of Yalamlam in the morning with horses (or: with troops)."

There is one passage in the Qur'an which is generally regarded
as striking proof that the words 'aslama, 'islam, mean "resignation

1 See above, p. II, n. I.
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to the will of God". It is the passage (Surah 37, v. rot ff.) relating
to the "offering of Ismael". As already mentioned (p. 8), Torrey
in his book The Jewish Foundation of Islam (r932), p. r02 ff., and
especially pp. 103/4, conncets this passage (and other Qur'anic
stories relating to Abraham, such as Surah 2, v. lI8 ff.) with the
origin of the term 'islam in the above-mentioned sense, as designa­
tion of Muhammad's religion. According to this view, the concept
'islam, though the word itself is originally Arabic (Torrey, ib., p. ror),
is in this specific use borrowed from Judaism, just as the story of
Abraham and the offering of Ismael (with Ismael substituted for
Isaac) has its origin in Jewish tradition.

We have at first to examine whether the contents and language
of the Qur'anic story necessitate, or permit, this interpretation of
'aslama: ... (roo) [alammd balaga ma'ahu. s-sa'va (ror) qdla ya
bunayya 'inni 'ara fil-manami 'anni 'aibaf:i,uka faneur ma ia tara
(r02) qdla ya 'abati j'al ma tu'maru satagiduni 'in sa'a llahu mina
s-siibirina (r03) [alammii "aslamd watallahu lil-gabini wanadaynahu
'an ya 'Ibriihima ... In Torrey's translation (p. r04): "When the
boy was old enough to share the zeal of his father, Abraham said,
My son, in a vision of the night I have been shown that I am to
slaughter you as a sacrifice. Say now what you think. He replied,
Father, do what you are commanded; you will find me, if Allah
wills, one of the steadfast. So when they both were resigned, and
he led him to the mountain [sic], we called to him, Abraham! " . ".
Torrey remarks that the verb 'aslama (according to him "submit,
yield to the will of God") represents "the climax of the scene" and
considers that Muhammad, when naming his religion 'islam, was
thinking of "the supreme test" to which the two ancestors of his
people had been subjected, i.e., their "self-surrender" to the will of
God. This interpretation of "aslama is not supported by anything
we know of the word in extra-Qur'anic and pre-Islamic literature.
It originates exclusively in the special character investing the
Biblical story in the traditional view. If we assume that Torrey
is right in explaining 'aslama as "yield, be submissive", and
compare it with other words describing Abraham's and Ismael's
mental state in the same story, a striking inconsistency will appear.
I mean the expressions a$-$abirin and as-sa'y, Sabr is not passive
endurance, but active defiance of danger, especially in battle. It
stands to reason that "aslama is related to this expression and does
not therefore denote surrender to the will of another but defiance
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of death in perilous situations. Also as-sa'» (v, 100) is a typical early
Arabic expression for "manly pursuit" (d. e.g. Tarafah, no. 3, v. 6,
quoted below, p. 32).1

It is true that, as pointed out by Torrey, the sentence lammii
"aslamii .. , represents the climax of the scene. Its meaning, how­
ever, unlike Torrey's interpretation, is "when they both defied, or
were ready to defy, death", i.e. "when, after an inward struggle, they
had heroically resolved to defy death".2 Between the preceding
dialogue and the sentence lammii "aslamd ... there is indeed a
marked increase of psychological tension. I perceive a similar rise
of tension and a similar frame of mind in the verse quoted above
(p. 14, 1. 24; Ibn Hisiim, p. 865, 9) of 'Abbas: ... !rattii "aslama
n-niisu kulluhum. Muhammad thus interpreted the Offering of Isaac,
which he converted into the Offering of Ismael, in the primitive
Arab spirit. Abraham and Ismael, whom he regards as the ancestors
of his people, are to him models of heroism and defiance of death
for the sake of God and therefore the first Muslims." Thus he also
considers them (Surah 2, v. 121) the founders of the sanctuary of
Mecca (the Ka'bah).

,Aslama nafsahu and the abbreviated expression "aslama, in the
above-mentioned use, must thus be interpreted "he betrayed his
own life, he delivered up his own life", in the same sense as a man
betrays and delivers up his friend. The simple, original meaning of
"aslama is "to deliver up", without any derogatory connotation.

1 The term sa'y means here the manly activity in war, ordinarily expected
from the Arab youth on his attaining manhood, as is clearly confirmed by the
corresponding expression in the related story in which Abraham's role is
played by Muhammad's grandfather 'Abdalmuttalib (Ibn Hisam, ed. Cairo
1937, I, 164, 9/10): qad nadara . . . la'in wulida lahii 'asaratu nafarin [umma
balagu ma'ahu (latta yamna'uhu layan~aranna 'aftadahum lilliihi 'inda
l-ka 'bati, falammii tawafii banuhu 'asaratan ina'arafa 'annahum sayamna'una­
hu gama 'ahum. . . "He vowed ... if ten male children had been borne to him
and attained manhood with him (i.e. under the influence of his own virile
activity), so that they would defend him, he would sacrifice one of them to
God at the Ka 'bah. And when the number of his sons had reached ten and
he was satisfied that they would defend him, he gathered them ... ".

2 It is obvious that Abraham himself defies death no less than his son.
a 'It cannot be doubted, of course, that from the use of rastama in the

"Offering of Ismael", which plays an important part in the Qur'an and in
Islamic religious thought, there could easily develop, already in ancient times,
the meaning "submission to the will of God", which became established in
Muslim tradition; Abraham's and Ismael's 'islam ( = "self-sacrifice",
"defiance of death") constitutes indeed an act of submission to the will of
God (lii'ah). But it is important to note that this is not the original sense.
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But it later developed (compare Syriac "aslem, etc.) a secondary,
derogatory sense: "to deliver someone up traitorously, to betray
someone (to another person)". Whereas "aslama in its primary
meaning "to deliver up", like any other verb signifying"giving",
is of necessity followed by a complement (introduced by li) denoting
the person to whom something is delivered up, such a complement
is not required where "aslama has the derogatory sense of "delivering
up traitorously, betraying". In this meaning, the expression is
absolute, i.e., it makes sense even without the addition of a dative
complement; such a complement may be added, but it is, as it were,
a separate, non-obligatory element.

In the particular case concerned, "aslama is used in its derogatory
sense "to give up traitorously, to betray someone", but the object
of the treason is of a very special kind: the soul or life of the acting
subject himself. It is hard for a person to give up his soul, his life.
He so to speak forces his soul to go into battle, to its death. He thus
treats his soul like an enemy. He betrays, as it were, his own soul,
his life. An interesting picture of this inward struggle, of the severe
(as it were, cruel) treatment of a person by himself, is given in a
verse of Tarafah (no. 5, v. 34, p. 62): watasakka n-nafsu ma saba
biha* fa$biri 'innaki min qawmin subu» "and the soul moaned at
what had befallen it (and I said to it): 'Be steadfast, for thou
comest of steadfast people' ". Especial attention should be paid
in this connection to the famous story about (Abdallah b. Rawahah,
one of the Prophet's companions (Ibn Hisiim, p. 795, 1. 4 ff. =,

Tabari, I, 3; 1614, 7): falamma qutila Ga<jarun 'a1Jar]a r-rayata
(A bdulliihi bnu Rawii[tata tumma taqaddama biha wahwa 'alii[arasilti
faga(ala yastanzilu nafsahu wayataraddadu ba'da t-taraddudi iumma
qdia: 'aqsamtu yii nafsu(/i) latanzilinnah * ta)i(atan 'aw la latuhrahin­
nah "and after Ga (far had been killed, (Abdallah b. Rawahah
seized the standard and advanced with it on horseback, and began
to demand of his soul the descent (from the horse, for single combat),
and he displayed a certain hesitation, and said: 'I take an oath,
o my soul: descend of thy own free will; otherwise thou wilt be
forced (to descend against thy will) ... '''.

Of course, in this particular case, the derogatory connotation of
"aslama is converted into a commendatory one.' And the sentence-

1 Of course, 'aslama nafsahii may also be used in the more general,
derogatory sense; "to surrender oneself to the enemy", and istaslama, too,
may certainly be used in the more general, actually derogatory sense "sur-
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part introduced by li, denoting the person to whom the object (i.e.
-in our case-the soul, the self) is surrendered, is usually absent.P
Li in such eases generally signifies "for the sake of"; the phrase is
thus an adverbial (non-essential) extension, d. (quoted above p. 13,
1. II): ... fa'aslami; muhgati 'anfusihim lirabbi l-mairiq« " ... they
defied death (literally: abandoned their souls) for the sake of the
Lord".

The connotation and emotional value which I perceive in the
special sense of "aslama discussed above, appear in like or similar
manner in other verbs of identical meaning. At first I would mention
other formations of the root slm itself. The senses proper to "aslama
(nafsahu) belong also to the tenth (causative-reflexive) form
istaslama, which is thus a complete parallel. We indeed find this
form also in the special sense "defy death", which we have tried
to establish with regard to "aslama (nafsahu). As an example, we
quote a verse of a lamentation by "Umm Muslim on the death of
her son, the lj:arigite Muslim b. 'Abdallah (Tabari, I, 6; 3212, 8):
lahumma 'inna Musliman "atd hu m. * mustasliman lilmawti 'iq,da'ii­
hum * 'ilii kitiibi lliihi lii ya!JSiihum ... "0 God, there was Muslim
coming to them, giving himself up ("traitorously") to death, as he
called them to the book of God without being afraid of them ... ".
Obviously mustasliman lil-mawti is completely identical in meaning
with mustamitan and has the same implication of heroism as is
present in the latter expression. We mention also a verse of the early
Muslim poet Hassan b. Tabit (Tabari, I, 3062, 3) about a Muslim
army-leader: fihim lyabitun sihiibu l-mawti yaqdumuhum * mustas­
liman qad badii Ii waghihi l-gadab« "Amongst them there is an
'evil' one, the flame of death, who goes ahead of them, heroically
defying death, anger appearing on his face". This (original) reading,
mustasliman, suits the general picture (d. the verse quoted above,
p. 14, 1. 5); in the place quoted it appears in the notes from the
Tunis edition of Hassan's Diwan, while the text has the version of

render to the enemy" (by way of "selfbetrayal"), without the enemy to
whom the surrender is effected being necessarily mentioned: see M u 'allaqat
<Antarah in Diwiin, ed. Ahlw., no. 21, v. 53; at-Tirimmiih, ed. Lyall, no. 3
v. 21 (p. 94); T'abari, III, I; 256, 7; MufarJijaliyiit (ed. Lyall), no. 48, v. 9,
etc. The emotional value attaching to this meaning is entirely different from
that of istaslama, 'aslama (nafsahu) in the meaning "to sacrifice one's life",
"to defy death".

2 As far as such a complement appears, it can only be a term meaning
"death". Cf. the quotation given below, 1. 25, and Ibn nua«. p. 893, 1. 5.
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the Mss. of Tabari's Annals themselves, mustal'iman "wearing
armour", a commoner and more familiar word substituted for
mustasliman, which in its special meaning "defying death" was
rarer and less easily intelligible.1

The meaning characteristic of 'aslama, i.e., "give up", is occasion­
ally expressed by the intensive sallama (and so the infinitive of this
formation, taslim, may have the religious sense characteristic of
'islam; cf., e.g., Surah 33, v. 22). And even the reflexive of sallama,
i.e. iasallama, is found, in analogy with isiaslama, the reflexive of
of 'aslama, in the characteristic meaning "defy death", so in the
verse of 'Abbas b. Mirdas (Ibn Hisam, p. 865, 1. 2, and d. ib. 1. 3):
fa'inna sariita l-l:tayyi 'in kunta sa'ilan * Sulaymun wafihim
minhumu man tasallamd "and the chiefs of the people-if thou
shouldst ask-are the Banii Sulaym, and amongst them are such
as defied death". 2 In the same sense, I interpret the verb in 'Abu
l-Mutallam's verse ('As'ar al-Hudaliyiw, no. 7, v. 6; ed. Kose­
garten, p. 22): 'a$a!Jra bna 'Abdiltahi hal yanfa'annani * 'ilayka
rtiga'i 'afnudi watasallumi "0 Sahr son of 'Abdallah, will it avail
me in your estimation that I have conquered all the idle things in
me and that I have defied death (or: sacrificed myself) ?" .3

The same meaning ("defy death") is strikingly apparent in the
expression "ahiina nafsalu; "scorn one's own soul", as in the verse
(ljamasah, p.63, 1. I): nuhinu n-nufasa wahawnu n-nufosi yawma
l-karihati 'awqa lalui "we are 'scorning' the souls, and the 'scorning'
of the souls (i.e. defiance of death) on the day of battle protects
them"; or (al-'A'sa 111aymun, no. I, v. 41): wahawanu n-nafsi
l-'azizati lirJ,-rJ,ikri* 'ida ma ltaqat sudiir« l-'awali " ... and the
scorning of the precious soul for the sake of glory in the hour when

1 Obviously, from the point of view of tradition, the simpler and more
familiar meaning "surrender to the enemy" seemed out of place in the
context of this verse.

2 Minhum seems to be a correlative to man, reinforcing the indefinite
meaning of the latter.-Gustav Weil, in his translation (vol. 2, p. 237),
interprets this verse differently: "Fragst du nach den Hauptern des Starn­
mes, so sind sie Suleim und darunter auch andere, die sich zu ihnen
zahlen".

3 Cf. C[arafah, no. 3, v. 8): lyubusun [il-mahli lyattii yafsa[lu (d. p. 258)
libtigii'i l-magdi 'aw' tarki l-fanad "they stop (i.e. interrupt their wanderings,
becoming settled) during the time of barrenness until they sally forth with
large strides to seek glory and to leave what is trifling (unmanly)". Fanad
and 'afnud (which most probably is a plural of the latter) have a meaning
similar to that of al-biitil as the antonym of al-lyaqq or al-gidd.
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the points of the lances clash" (d. the verse quoted above, p. 12,

1. 4).1

Another expression for "defiance of death" is sara, or the full
form sara nafsahii; this expression contains the same semantic and
emotional elements as "aslama (nafsahu), viz. "to betray one's soul",
and also its semantic development is parallel to that of the latter.
The primary sense of sara is "sell", but it means also "betray someone,
desert him in a moment of danger"-just like "aslama-i-e.g. (Hassan
b. Iabit, in Ibn Hisiirn, p. 645, 1. 12-13) (a) >ablig bani <Amlin
bi'anna >a!Jahum~t* sarahu mru>un qad kana lii-gadri lazima (b)
sarahu Zuhayrun ... "Tell the Banii 'Amr that their brother had
been "sold" (betrayed) by a man who was the brother of betrayal,
Zuhayr had "sold" him ... ".50 also (ib., p. 643,1. 10): [aqult« lahii
la tagza<i Umma Malikin* <ala bnavki >iq, <abdun la'ima« sarahuma
"And I said to her: 'Do not despair, Umm Malik, because of your
two sons; a contemptible slave "sold" them' " .2

In analogy with "aslama (nafsahu) "sacrifice one's life" from
"aslama [uldnan. "deliver up, betray, someone", I derive, from the
above-mentioned meaning of sara, its special use in cases like (Surah
2, v. 203): wamina n-ndsi man yasri nafsahu btiga>a mar¢ati llahi;
sara thus implies here the idea of "heroic sacrifice", "defiance of
death". The customary interpretation of the expression is un­
satisfactory; cf., for instance, Torrey in his study The Commercial­
theological terms in the Koran, p. 38 ("The believer is represented
as selling himself, the price being the marddt Allah and the purchaser
Allah") as well as-with regard to the designation sari(n) , pI. surat,
sarun, for the religious-political sect of the lj:arigites-Briinnow
(Charidjiten, p. 28), Wellhausen (Religiospolitische Oppositions­
parteien im alten Islam, p. 16,1. 14-15 and p. 29) and Levi della Vida

1 The same form of expression is used with regard to "generosity":
"ahiina. nuilahii, i.e., as it were, "despise one's property (= one's cattle)",
so Hamasah, p. 128, v. 3; p. 746, v. 3; Mujac!4aliYiit, p. 360, 1. 5; Tabari,
II, 2; 729, 16; and d. Ibn Hisam, p. 44, 1. 12: yuhinu n-najsa uial-mdlii "he
despises (i.e. squanders) his life and (his) property". This expression is
analogous to Hebrew here] najso (lamul) (Judg. 5, 18).

2 It is obviously the same idea of "sale", in the figurative, derogatory
sense of "betrayal", which underlies the use of Hebrew ma~ar in cases like
(Judg. 2, 14): mayyihar >ajYhwh beYisra'el . . . wayyimkerem beyalj >oYQeh{!m,
or-without bsyad .. .-s--siirdrn. me~aram ... (Deut. 32, 30); by way of irony,
God is represented as a "traitor". The same shade of meaning is present in
the verb hilmakker in the verse (2 Kings, 17, 17): wayyilmakkeru la'as61
hiira" be<ene Yhwh, i.e., "they betrayed their own selves, to do ... ". Cf.
Arabic: ya!Jtanuna 'anjusahum (Qur'an 4, 104).
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(EI, article Kharidjites). The idea that the true believer buys (wins)
Paradise by gihad occurs, of course, in the Qur'an (e.g., Surah 9,
v. 112ff.) , as well as in later literature; it likewise originates in
secular conceptions prevalent in the pre-Islamic period; cf., e.g.
('Amr b. Kultum, ed. Krenkow, no. 10, v. 3): wasara bilJusni lJaditihi
,an yuqtala "and he sold his life for the price of fame", etc. In
contrast to cases of this kind, the expression sara nafsahu (or:
lJayatahu) , e.g. in the case mentioned above, has an absolute
meaning (requires no dative complement) exactly like "aslama
nafsahu, In the same way we have to interpret the following verse
of the early Islamic period (Ka 'b b. Malik, in Ibn Hisdm, p. 614,
1. II-12): (II) waqala rasidu. llahi lammd badaw lana * garu 'ankumu
hawla l-maniyati wa!ma'u (12) wakunu kaman yasri l-hayiita
taqarruban * 'ila malikin yulJya ladayhi wayurga'u "and the
messenger of God said, when they had appeared before us: 'Throw
off the terror of fate and be eager (to attack), and be like one who
defies death ("sells his life"), so that you may come near to a king
by whom men live and to whom they return' ". Elsewhere (Tabari,
I, 6; 3266, 2), sara is followed by mustamiian, which strikingly
expresses the gallant stand in battle, the defiance of death (d.
"aslama mustamitan in the verse quoted above, p. 9,·1-. 20). Cf.
also (Ibn Hisdm, p. 893, s): ... wal-ba'i'ina nufiisahncm linabiyihim
" ... and who defy death (literally: sell their souls) for the sake of
their prophet" (cf.p. 13,1.14).The original secular meaning ofthe term
sarin "seller" (= "defying death, hero") appears most clearly from its
use with respect to the pagan Turks in Tabari, II, ISII, 1-2. The
transformation of this expression (pl. surat) into a name for a
particular religious-political sect of Islam is only a repetition of the
semantic development which transformed the expression 'islam into
a name for the religion of Muhammad, This parallelism in designa­
tion corresponds exactly to a parallelism of tendencies in original
Islam and the Ijarigite-sect.

Comparable to the above-mentioned expression are the expressions
whose original meaning is "squander" (money and property), such
as gada binafsihi (lJamasah, p. 181, V. 2) or bagalanafsahu "squander
one's life", i.e., "defy death, sacrifice one's life", as (Ibn Qutaybah,
as-Si'r was-Su'erd', p. 69, 3): ... al-biidiiina nufusahum linabiyihim
"those who squander their lives for their prophet" (variant of Ibn
Hisam, p. 893, S, quoted above, p. 21, 1. 30), badala muhgata
nafsihi "he squandered the blood of his soul" (e.g., in Baladuri,
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,A nsab al-Asriif, V, 364, 9; d. above, p. 13, 1. 12: 'aslamu muhgati
'anfusihim); thus also tabaif4,ala "squander oneself" "defy
death" (in Sanfarah's LamTyat al-iArab, v. 44, d. Noldeke, Beitr. z.
Poesie der allen Araber, p. 221; further 'Antarah, no. 20, v. I) in
analogy with tasallama (see above, p. 19); and biiq,ilun ('Abu
Kabir, no. 5, v. I = JAs. vol. 2II [1927J, pp. 26,50), with omission
of the self-evident object, in analogy with muslimun, etc.'

In this connection, we quote as particularly important a verse
in which the verb "squander" is followed by the word waghun
"face" instead of nafsun "soul" (al-Mubarrads Kiimil, p. 67, 1. 3):
wa'ahq,ulu fil-hayga'i waghi fa'innani* lahii. fT siwa l-hayga'i gayr«
bat}uli "and I squander my face 2 in the turmoil of the battle, while
outside the battle I do not squander it (i.e. preserve it)". The
special sense of waghun appears clearly from another source
(lJamasah, p. 62, V. 3 = Ibn Hisiim, p. 837, 6): nu<arri¢u s-suyufa
'icja ltaqayna wuguhan la ia'arrad« lilitami "We present to the
swords, while fighting, faces which are not presented to slaps". It
was customary, in battle, to expose the face and the head, as
appears, inter alia, from the following passage (Tabari, III, I; 430, 6) :
fa'alqaytu 'an ra'si l-qina:« walam "akun" li'akSifahu 'illa li'i/Jda

1 A synonym of barjil, used in the same peculiar sense, is mitliif (agent
noun of 'atlafa "squander"). Cf. (Hurjayl, no. 15, v. 2, ed. Kosegarten, p. 34):
'iibi l-hadimati niibin bil-sasimati mitliifu l-karimati Iii siqiur: walii wiini
"(a man) not tolerating an act of violence, left unaffected by severe trials
(literally: causing severe trials to rebound from him), squandering the noble
(soul), no worthless fellow, no weakling". (As against the scholion, ib., p.
34, ult, which interprets al-karimab as the female camel slaughtered by the
hero to feed his guests. This conception seems to have been accepted by
Noldeke, Zur Gramm. d. class. Arab., p. 31, who translates: "cincr, der.,.,
das Kostbare verschwendet, ... "). The same idea is expressed in the following
passage (Ibn Hisam, p. 89, II. 14-46): (14) wabakkf 'alii kulli [a y yiidir: . . .
(IS) • . , niibin bil-'a;imiiti (16) mii# l-sazimati mitliifi l-karimiiti "And
bewail each munificent (man), unaffected by severe trials, ... persistent in
his resolution and squandering his noble (soul)". (As against Weil's (I. 68)
translation of the last expression: "reich an edlen Taten".-The plural
karimiit following the singular mitliif is occasioned by /iUll).-For the full
expression nafsun harimatun d. ('A Mal, p. 246, 2): yuhinu warii'a l-J:l.ayyi
nafsan karimatan,

2 Lyall (JRAS, 1903, p. 783, n. I) maintains that waghi in the phrase
'abrjulu waghi, as well as in 'aslamtu waghi (see below), is synonymous
with nafsi in the sense "myself" (he compares it also with Ethiopic re'es),
thus regarding it as just another formal term expressing this pronominal
(reflexive) concept. Lyall was overlooking the fact that wagh appears instead
of nafs only in connection with "defiance of death (in battle)" as is shown
also by the other passages quoted here.
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t:<a?ii'imi "And I threw from my head the veil, and I am not
prepared to expose it except on a momentous occasion (i.e. in
battle)" .1

By means of the expression badala waghahu = badala nafsahi;
"sacrifice one's life, defy death", we understand the Qur'anic
expression "aslama waghahu lilliihi (Surah 2, v. 106): waghahu stands
there for nafsahsi : "He abandoned his soul (his life) for the sake
of God" (as against Horovitz, Koran. Unters., p. 54). In the verse
(of Hakim b. 'Umayyah, in Ibn Hisdm, p. 182, last line) : wa'uslimu
waghi lil-'iliihi wamantiqi "I give away for the sake of God my life
and my speech", the war by means of the sword is supplemented
by the word, which was of great importance in the heathen period
and especially in the fighting for Muhammad ; cf., e.g., the verse
(of <Abdallah b. 'Unays, in Ibn Hisdm, p. 982, 19): wakuntu 'ifJii
hamma n-nabiy« bikajirin * sabaqtu 'ilayhi bil-lisani wabil-yadi
"when the Prophet lusted (with hostile intent) for an infidel, I
hastened to him with tongue and hand".» The isolated expression
yuslimu waghahu 'ila lliihi (Surah 31, 21) is not to be regarded as
a mere variant of the above expression with lilliihi, but 'ila conveys
a special nuance, which is elucidated by the verse quoted above
(p. 21, 1. 13); ... kunu kamas: yasri l-hayiita taqarruban. 'ila ma-
likin "Be like one who defies death, that you may come near
to God ". Whereas the latter passage states the special sense in
full, the phrase under consideration, while completely identical in
meaning, forms an ellipsis on a pattern frequent in, and particular
to, Arabic (d. Brockelmann, Grundriss d. vgl. Gramm. d. semit.
Spr., II, p. 385,11. 16-21).

All this shows that the name of the Muslim religion expresses
its principle. This principle is rooted in the Arab character and
appears everywhere in early, pre-Islamic literature. This concept,
as far as it occurs in early literature, is indubitably an end in itself:
a man should not give himself up to the enemy but fight till death

1 Cf. also Ibn Hisiim, p. 839, 1. 20; Hamdsah, p. 326, v. 4.
2 See also ib., 1. 18; Hassii« b. Tiibit, no. 2, v. I; Labid, ed. Brockelmann,

no. 39, v. 67 (p. 16), etc. Comp., e.g., also Crab. 2, 497); falii nah.n« nasar­
niihu bi'aydinii walii giidalnii (so to be read instead of gadalnii of the text)
'anhu bi 'alsinatinii "we did not protect him with our hands and did not defend
him with our tongues" (as against the reading given in Baladurt, 'Ansiib
al-'As1'iif, vol. V, ed Goitein, p. 205, 8: ... walii ljarjrjalnii 'anhu 'alsinatanii
with a rather peculiar justification of the negation by the editor, ib. "Annota­
tions"). tiidala, info gidiil, is the typical verb to denote a wordy battle.
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(compare: qatala J:tatta quiila "he fought until he was killed")-this
is the human ideal in the original Arab conception. It is almost a
disgrace to die a natural death. The Islamic concept differs from the
early Arab essentially secular concept only in that the supreme ideal,
to which the fight is consecrated, is God. I consider it an important
question, which it is yet difficult to answer conclusively, whether
this concept, in its new form, is pre-eminently concerned with the
religious ideal (Allah) or whether the original ideal, the fight until
death as an end in itself, remains the more important aspect, or in
other words, which is essential and which accessory. It would seem
to me that for a certain period the basic element, defiance of death
as an end in itself, remains the chief aspect even in early Islam.
The actually religious aspiration was subordinate to this primary
impulse. The characteristic term 'islam = "self-sacrifice, defiance
of death", as shown below (p. 27 ff. and p. 32 ff.), is closely con­
nected with other early Islamic concepts.

We refer to a few additional passages which testify to the close
relationship between the term 'islam on the one hand, and the terms
gihad, harb, qitdl "warlike activity", on the other hand. Many of
these passages include the phraseji Pislami. We quote the following
line from an elegy by Hassan b. Tabit (in Ibn Hisam, Sirah, p. 629,
14): wakana ji l-'islami tja tudra'in yakfika [aqda l-qa(idi l-!Jatjili
"He was in "Islam' a man of enormous defensive power and served
you instead of the shirker and deserter". If this line already by
itself suggests for 'islam a meaning such as "fight" (= gihiid), this
identification becomes a certainty by comparison with the following
very similar line by (Abbas b. Mirdas (ibid., p. 881, 18), where we
find the word J:tarb instead of 'islam: waqad kuntu ji l-harbi tjatudra'­
in. Moreover we should pay attention to the following passage
(al-Baladuri, "Ansdb aPasriij, vol. 4B, Jerusalem 1938, p. II4, 12):
[aqiila (l-'A J:tnaju): Ya ma(sara P Azdi tea-Rabi'nta 'innakum
'i!Jwanuna ji PIslami wasuraka'una fi ~-~ihri wagiranuna ji d-diiri
wayaduna (ala l-(aduwi. The passage itself suggests for 'i!Jwanuna
ji PIsliimi a meaning like"our brothers in the holy war" (or: "our
companions in arms"). This meaning is indeed confirmed by the
following variant of the passage (ibid., p. 99, Is):jaqala (l-'AJ:tnaju)
lahum: Yii ma'Lara l-Azdi 'antum giriinunii ji d-ddri wa'i!Jwiinuna
ji l-qitiili ... This pregnant use of the expression a!Juhu ji PIsliimi
appears again with striking clarity in the passage (Ibn Hisam,
276, 7 fro b.) quoted by us below p. 42. The same correspondence
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between 'islam and an expression for "war" as observed in the
afore-mentioned passages (from al-Baladuri's >Ansab) appears also
in connection with the oath of allegiance sworn to the Prophet.
One reference to this oath reads: nahrns UarJ,ina biiyaCii Muf:i,am­
madan cala Pislami ma baqinii "abadan. "We are those who have
sworn allegiance to Muhammad for al-tisldm, as long as we shall
exist, for ever" (Buhari, $af:i,if:i" ed. Krehl, vol. 3, p. 94, 2). In another
reference (more accurately, in a version of the same tradition, ibid.,
p. 93,-2), the oath is referred to in the following terms: nahwu
llarJ,ina bayaCii Muf:i,ammadan cala l-gihadi . " It cannot be doubted
that cala Pislami is identical in this use with <ala l-gihiidi. - We
mention also the following expression (in Ya 'qfibi's Tarib, ed.
Houtsma, II, 188, 13): ... wa[kana]a<:;:amahumgana>anfil->Islami.
In view of the afore-mentioned phrases and since gana> is a specific
term for "(a high degree of) performance in battle", also here the
expression fi Pislami should be interpreted in the sense of fi
l-gihadi.

The philological inquiry into the meaning of "aslama and >islam
opens up a broader issue: whether Islam, as a religious-social system,
originates from Muhammad, I consider that the sources adduced
by me above and particularly a verse to be quoted in the following
are calculated to throw a fuller light on this issue.

We know that Muhammad describes individual persons, viz. the
Israelitic patriarchs, as "Muslims". Knowledge of these persons
came to him (and his Arab contemporaries or even to their ancestors)
from outside, through accounts from Jews and Christians. This does
not presuppose, however, that Muhammad had a distinct notion
of the existence of a religious system called Islam. Also the usual,
post-Quranic Muslim tradition calls Muhammad the founder of the
system known as Islam, and so do modern scholars. On the other
hand, we know that Muhammad adopted the earlier, "un-Islamic"
form of worship which centred upon the ancient sanctuary at Mecca
(al-Ka<bah) and the pilgrimage (al-f:i,agg) to it. Welhausen (Reste
arabischen H eidentums», p. 65; Das arabische Reich und sein Sturz,
p. 13) and Lammens (MFOB XI, 1926, p. 80) regard this as a
clever political move to invest the new religion with a definite
national character. We know, however, that the monotheistic trend
was developed in no small measure before Muhammad (see Sprenger,
Das Leben und die Lehre des Mohammed, I, p. 71). Wellhausen
(Reste, p. 217) regards it as a native Arab development; Buhl
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(M ohammed, p. 94) relates it mainly to Jewish-Christian influence.
A concrete expression of this trend is the term hani]. But Tor
Andrae (Die Entstehung des Islam und das Christenium, p. 40)
stresses particularly that the latter must not be regarded as a "sect" ;
in his opinion, it was nothing but a monotheistic tendency. Besides,
it should be borne in mind that the exact meaning of lJani/ has
never been definitely established.

On the other hand, it should be noted that as early as 1869,
Sprenger (in his mentioned work, I, pp. 71/2) expressed the view
that Islam, as a supreme religious principle, or even as a sect,
existed already before Muhammad. He points to certain traditions
which, though not originating in a very early period, would warrant
this assumption. I intend to confirm and corroborate his view by
a passage from a poem of one of the Prophet's companions. A verse
of this poem refers explicitly to a religious sect or system called
I sldm, which existed before Muhammad and was "reformed", and
thus not founded, by him. (Abbas b. Mirdas (d. above, p. 2), a com­
panion of Muhammad, in a poem (transmitted in 'Agani, vol. 13, p.
66) on his joining the Prophet, declares: la'amriya 'inni l-yawma 1

'ag(a!u giihidan* pamadan lirabbi z.-(alamina musiirika "Upon my
life, I am beginning today to combat (the god) Damad by joining
the Master of the Universe". In this poem, we find the following
verse: tala/a (ura l-'islami ba'da nfi$amihii* ja'a!lkamaha !lattii
"aqiima l-maniisikii "He (i.e. Muhammad) repaired (i.e. reformed)
the handles (i.e. mainstays) of Islam after they had been broken
and strengthened them until he had established the sacrificial rites".
Muhammad appears here, in the naive conception of one of his
prominent followers, as a renovator of a religious system called
Islam, a system which had existed for a long time and was intimately
associated with the cult of the sanctuary of Mecca.

C. "Tmdn.

Muhammad's religion rests on two great principles, a) 'isliim and
b) 'imiin in the sense of "faith" ('amana, mu'min). According to
J. Horovitz (Koran. Unters., p. 55) the meaning of Hebrew h~'€min

or Ethiopic amna « 'aminal was transferred to Arabic 'amana
(ath form of the verb), which in his opinion could not primarily
convey this notion. He declares: "Dass "dmana im Arabischen nicht

1 This, and not yawma (as in the text), is the correct reading.
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urspriinglich die Bedeutung "glauben" gehabt haben kann, bedarf
keines Beweises." Ahrens (Muhammed als Religionsstifter, 1935,
p. III) endorses this opinion. We must examine the semantic
content of 'amana in Muhammad's language and ask whether the
meaning "faith" may not, after all, be the result of organic
development.

O. Pautz (Mohal1uneds Lehre von der Offenbarung, p. 153) quotes
the definition of 'iman of Baydawi's Qur'an commentary (vol. II,
p. 276, 1. 23): al-'imanu ta{>diqun maca /;iqatin watum'aninati qalbin,
which he translates: "ein Furwahrhalten mit Vertrauen und Ruhe
eines Herzens", He finds that with regard to the first two elements
of this definition, tasdiq and iiqah, 'amana c. bi corresponds to,
O.T. he'smin. be and N.T. 1WJ"'t'EUELV 't'~v£, more rarely de; 't'~voc.

Thus, these two concepts represent the two elements, which,
according to the usual definition, constitute the notion of "faith"
in the biblical religions, viz. Judaism and Christianity: "belief" =

tasdiq, "trust" = tiqah. In grammatical respect, these terms require
a complement: belief in God (ta{>diq) , trust in Him (tiqah, ioaiiqa
bi or tawakkala (ala). As against this, the third term tum'aninat qalb

"sense of security", "assurrance" (= Hebrew hasqet or b~tal:t, see
Isaiah XXX, IS and XXXII, 17) requires no complement. I quote
the verse of the ancient poet Abu tIiras (nO 2, v. 5, Hell, Neue
Hudailiten-Diioane, p. 53): [aqad 'aminuni matma'annat qulubuhum
* walam ya'lamii kulla llag,i kana dalJili "They felt secure from me,
and their minds were at rest (trusting = assured), and they did not
know what was in my heart", i.e. "they were not afraid of any
danger"; 'amina, the first form of the verbal root 'mn, has a
complement essentially different from that introduced by bi, which
follows the above mentioned 'amana in the combined sense of
"belief" and "trust" (see above). "Amina and itma'anna also appear
together in the Qur'an (Surah 16, v. II3): teadaraba llahu maialan.
qaryatan kanat 'aminatan mutma'innatan ya'tiha rizqului ragadan.
min kulli makanin.

"Amina is the basic stem (the first form) of 'amana (the fourth
form) "believe". It should be noted that in the Qur'an, also 'amana
(the fourth form) often appears together with itma'asona l-qalbu
(= itma'anna n-nafsu) , and this expression, which originally
requires no complement at all, sometimes takes the complement
introduced by bi, characteristic of 'amana in the sense of "belief"
and "trust", e.g. (Surah 13, v. 28): alladina 'amanu watatma'innu
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qulubuhum biq,ikri llahi-'ala biq,ikri uu« tatma'innu l-qulubu
"(those) who feel secure (the 'believers') and whose minds are set
at ease by remembrance of God-truly, by remembrance of God
minds are set at ease", or (Surah 16, v. I08): ... uus man 'ukriha
waqalbuhu mutma'innun bil-'imani ... Without bi, the expression
appears in the following verse (Surah 59, v. 28): ya 'ayyuha n-nafsu
l-mutma'innaiw "0 quiet (confident). soul" (so also Surah 4, v. 104,

in the ordinary, secular sense of "confidence in the face of the
enemy"). It is obvious that while in 'amana bi, in its ordinary use
(in the above mentioned senses), bi (with its noun) denotes an
abstract relation and is a direct and necessary complement of the
verb ("to believe in", "to trust somebody"), bi after itma'anno.
introduces an adverbial, non-necessary complement, and retains a
concrete sense. "Belief" ('iman, see above, p. 27, 1. IS) or "the
thought of God" (dikru llahi, see above)-the latter concept being
identical with the former-gives a man a feeling of security:
itmi'nanu l-qalbi l= Hebrew hasqet uQ?talJ). The direct, necessary
connection between 'amana and bi developed from the non­
necessary (adverbial) connection present in itma'anna bi in the
above mentioned cases (compare Hebrew bOtea/:t in cases like
[Judges 18, 7J: .. , saqet uQ6tea/:t ... against [Psalm 52, 10J: ...
MtaMi bel:ugsfjq, 'fl6Mm). This transition is most clearly apparent
in the Ethiopic verb 'amna (basic stem), which has both the
primary (absolute) sense "to be sure and calm"-compare Arabic
'amina-and the sense "to believe in, credere" (in both the religious
an d the secular sense).

We thus assume that the original meaning of the fourth form
'amana (= itma'anna l-qalbu), Hebrew hfj'fmin, is identical with
that of the first form "amina "be (or: feel) secure (from danger)",
and is preserved also in the Qur'an. This secular meaning is found
even after the early Islamic period, d. the verse of Carlr (N aqa'itj,
ed. Bevan, p. 988, 6): 'iq,a kana 'amnun kana qalbuka mu'minan
* wa'in kana 1Jawfun kunta "ahhama q,a'idi.

We should also mention the attributes of God in the Qur'an
(Surah 89, v. 23) which are derived from the same root and form:
al-mu'minu l-muhayminu. The latter word is known to originate
in Aramaic mshayman, mehaymena 1 "faithful" (= al-ma'mun = al­
mu'taman = al-'amin). The first epithet al-mu'minu expresses here

1 The form with final 'alif, which was likely to appear to Arabs as an
accusative, could easily give rise to the Arabic form with i (for {ewa).
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a transitive concept: "he who gives confidence". This causative use
of 'iimana and mu'minun (d. also Niibigah, nO 5, v. 38; Zuhayr, n? 3,
v. 13) is easily understood and is to be derived from the first form
by ordinary grammatical rules, "God gives security and protection
to man, and man trusts (believes in) God and is not afraid".

Here we ought to mention that the 'imiin ("faith") of the early
Muslims did not relate solely to God but also to his prophet (see,
e.g., Surah 56, v. 28). The meaning of this "faith" appears most
clearly from the following passage concerning the conversion to
Islam of the poet Ka 'b b. Zuhayr (Ibn Qutaybah, Kit. as-Si'r
was-Su'arii', p. 98,1. r ff.}: faqiila yii rasida lliihi hiirja ragulun
gii'a yubiiyi'uka 'alii Pisliimi [abasaia n-nabiyu yadahi; [ahasara
Ka'bun 'an waghihi waqiila hiirjii maqiimu l-'ii'irji bika yii rasiila
lliihi 'ana Ka'bu bnu Zuhayrin wa'af:tabbati l-muhiigiratu 'an
yuslima wayu'minahu n-nabiyu fa'iimanahu " ... and he said:
o messenger of God, a man has come to pay you homage in
respect of the Islam. And the Prophet stretched out his hand, Ka 'b
uncovered his face and said: 'Here stands one who seeks shelter with
you, the messenger of God; I am Ka'b b. Zuhayr' ... And the
'emigrants' wished that he embrace Islam and that the Prophet
afford him security, and he afforded him security ... " (ef., e.g.,
also Ibn Hisiim, p. 826, 1. I ff. and 1. 5). This was typical of the
Prophet's role as conceived by his followers, as is clearly apparent
from a verse by Hassan b. Iabit (ap. Ibn Hisiim, p. 884, 1. 20 =

Diwiin ed. Hirschfeld, n? 131, v. 4): wa'ti rasida lliihi [aqul yii
!Jayra mu'tamanin * lilma'rninina 'irjii mii 'uddida l-basaru "Come
to the Prophet and say: '0 you whom the mu'minun (the 'faithful')
trust most of all men' ". And so we see that in a poem by an infidel
(Ka 'b b. Zuhayr before his conversion; Ibn Hisdm, p. 888, 1. 3),
Muhammad is called al-ma'micn "the trusted one"; this epithet has
become a regular cognomen. Thus both God and the Prophet afford
security to their murmina«, to those who seek shelter with them,
i.e., feel secure under their protection. I would still quote a verse
by Hudbah b. Hasram (al-Mubarrad, Kiimil, p. 767,1. 14) in which
the words 'ii'irj bika and mu'min (in its intransitive sense) appear
next to each other: 'arjii l-'arsi 'inni 'ii'irjun bika mu'minun ...
"Thou that sittest on the throne (= God), I take shelter with Thee
and feel secure in Thy protection ... ".

The security that Ka'b b. Zuhayr seeks with the Prophet is the
natural (secular) security customary in early Arab society, the
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security afforded by a powerful man (in the military sense) to a
man who obeys and "recognises" him (i.e. >iman in the sense of
tasdiq "acknowledge as true", d. above, p. 27, 23); attention
should be paid to the secular custom of mubaya'ah "homage"
which was observed on this occasion. Thus also the security afforded
by God means originally safety from the dangers which beset man
throughout his life, i.e. the dangers of fate (al-maniyah) , which,
according to early Arab conception, lurk everywhere and at all
times, especially during warlike expeditions and predatory raids in
which a true Arab, and particularly an early Muslim, was constantly
engaged. God protects (mu>min) man, gives him security ('aman) ,
and the man whom God protects is "sure" of God, mu/man. (passive:
"secured"); he feels secure at the thought of God (mu>min biM).

There are of course instances of 'amana in the passive, d. (Ibn
Hisiim, p. 621,1. 17): wakanat qibiiban >uminat qabla ma tara * >ida
ramaha qawmun >ubi!:tu wa>u!:tniqu "and (our dwellings) were tents
which are protected. At all times, people who coveted them were
annihilated or worried". Or (Farazdaq, ed. Boucher, p. 213, 1. 6):
wa>umina >illa danbahu kullu fJa>iji " ... and protection is given­
except from his own sin-to everyone who is afraid". The designa­
tion for a man who is protected and therefore feels secure, had thus
originally been the passive form mu>man (with >umina, yu>manu
as the corresponding finite forms). As regards the fact that we find
this function performed by the active, i.e., the form primarily
signifying "to afford security", we can adduce a parallel from
Ethiopic (Ge'ez): Here, as already mentioned above (p. 28), the
first form "amna « >amina) means "to feel secure"; and it is
interesting that the same, primarily intransitive verb is also used
transitively (see Dillmann, Lex. Aeth., col. 753, sub 5) : "securitatern
promittere = fidem dare alicui (c. Accus. pers)" (= "dmana
julanan). This semantic development is completely parallel to the
inverse development of >amana (julanan) in the sense "to offer
security" to "dmana = "feel secure" (d. Engl. "assurance"). The
relationship between the offer of security and the feeling of security
resulting from it is a reciprocal one, and so we see that the term
>aman or "amiinah. comprises both "security" ("freedom from fear")
and "promise of security, protection"; "amiin. or >amanah is a
mutual relationship, d. the verse of Qays b. al-Hatim (no. 22, v. I) :
Ya 'Amru >in nusdi l->amanata baynand [a'ana llalji 'in fJuntahii
yar'aha "0 'Amr, if we make a compact of allegiance, then I am the
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one who, if you break it, will keep it" (this is the correct reading,
as against tusdi of the text and Kowalski's translation, p. 77).
Compare also the term gar, which denotes not only the man who
is under the protection of another but also the protector; the same
goes for the synonymous term mawla, etc.

A tremendous problem of the primitive Arab before and at the
time of Muhammad was, as already mentioned, the question of
protection against Fate (al-maniyah, or ad-dahr "the time", etc.),
including the fear of death as a result of hostile attack, or any other
warlike action. This was a very grave problem, since the terror of
Fate, i.e. of death, conflicted sharply with the Arab occupations
par excellence, described above (p. 30), viz. roving and
marauding. Under these circumstances, the ideal man was he who
disregarded danger and practised these noble pursuits with complete
assurance ('iman). This is expressed in verses by Ka 'b b. Malik
(see above, p. 21, 1. 20) in wich the Prophet calls his men to defy
death in battle for his and his religion's sake: "And the Prophet
said, when they appeared before us: Cast off the terror of Fate
and be eager (to attack the enemy). And be like one who defies
death, so that you may corne nearer to a King by whom men live
and to whom they return".

Such ideal men, scorning the dangers of Fate, steadfastly facing
any peril, are towers of reliance to other men, who thus themselves
acquire full assurance and become mu>minun, mutma>innu l-qalbi
"secure", "confident" (the perfect embodiment of this ideal, to
the men of the early Islamic period, was the Prophet, see above
p. 30). To this relates the verse of Zuhayr-from his Mu'allaqah
-given in the editions of Arnold (v. 53) and Ahlwardt (Diwan,
no. 16, v. 56) and in al-tAlam's commentary (Landberg, Primeurs
arabes, p. 53) in the form: ... waman yufr!i qalbuhu 'ila mutma>inni
l-birri la yatagamgamu and accordingly translated by Noldeke (in
his Fun] Mo'allaqat, III. p. 19): " ... wessen Herz sich auf den
sicheren Boden der Pietat begibt, braucht nicht zu schwanken".
There is no doubt that the reading transmitted in manuscripts,
al-qalbi (instead of al-birri) , is the only correct one and that the
correct interpretation is: "He whose heart (= confidence) is given
to a man whose heart is quiet and confident, need not tremble";
d. 'Alqamah, no. 2, v. 23a: ma'anta mru>un "afda: 'ilayka
"amiinati,
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D. Ad-Duwyii wal-Bu(d>ad-Dunya waPA.!Jirah
(ad-Dunya wad-Din)

Islam in its religious sense, which is, as we have seen, "defiance
of death in battle, self-sacrifice, for the sake of Allah", is based on
a deep-rooted longing of the early, pre-Islamic Arab to die heroic­
ally for what seemed to him exalted aims. Against a similar back­
ground I view the development of the religious concepts "this world"
and "the other world", which are known to be of tremendous
importance in Islamic religion.

A clear expression of the original idea I find in the verse of the
pagan poet Tarafah (ed. Ahlwardt, no. 3, v. 6; p. 54): nubala>~(

s-sa (yi min gurtumatin * tatruku d-dunyi; watanmi lil-ba (ad "(They
are) men of noble striving, (sprung) from a stem that leaves the
near-by region and grows forth into the distance". This verse
expresses strikingly the essential life-aim of the early Arab noble­
man. Ad-dunya (or al->adna) means originally "what is near", in
the geographical sense, in contrast to geographical distance, al-bu/d,
or al-ba'ad.» The two geographical terms, as combined in the above
passage, reflect the life-aim and longing of the pre-Islamic Arab,
the impulses which manifested themselves with tremendous
intensity in the conquering and marauding expeditions of early
Islam.

Staying at home, in the neighbourhood, is considered a dull,
inferior sort of life, devoid of all noble purpose. In contrast hereto
there is the roving spirit, the habit of wandering, indissolubly
connected with conquering and marauding campaigns (al-gazawat).
This is an adventurous existence, full of hardship and privations,
which brings out that characteristic, cherished quality of the Arab,
sabr, fortitude in the face of enemy attack and physical suffering.

The choice of the term tanmi in the above quoted passage,
characterizes this roving as a dynamic impulse actuated by noble
ambition. To the same impulse relates an epithet frequently
bestowed on the Arab hero: ba'id al-himmah (also ba'id al-madii,
or the like). The word himmah itself signifies "noble ambition", and

1 The two terms appear together, e.g., also in the following line (Nabigah
ad-Dubyani, ed. Ahlwardt, no. 5, 20; p. 7): ... inna lahi; [adlan jit->adna
wajil-ba'adi. Ai-adna is synonymous with ad-dursyii (also in the religious
sense, see Qur>an 7, 168). The phrase fil-radna wajil-ba'adi in this line
represents an expression of the type called per merismum: "wherever he
may be". Cf. also -Abtd b. al->Abra~ (ed. Lyall) no. 14, 5 (p. 46).
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the adjective ba'id expresses the particularly high degree of this
ambition. There is no doubt, however, that the primary meaning of
this latter word is "far" in the local sense, and this sense remained
alive throughout the early period: "a man whose aspiration is
directed towards distant regions" is, according to the Arab con­
ception, synonymous with "a man actuated by noble ambitions" in
the full sense of the term. Compare, e.g., as-Sanfarah (Lamiyah,
v. 51, in De Sacy, Chrest:", II, 140): wa)a'damu )aJ:tyanan wa)agna
wa)innama * yanalu l-gina q,ii l-bu'dati l-mutabaq,q,ilu "sometimes
I am poor, sometimes I am rich, but he attains riches who strives
for distant regions and stakes his life." [)u l-bu'dah is he who aspires
both to exalted aims and to far distant regions. The starting-point
of the semantic development is, of course, geographical distance
(and nearness); but implied from the very outset is the abstract
moral aspiration, which very often becomes the principal element.
And this development may go even further: the concrete aspect
may become insignificant to the point of complete obliteration.
A striking case in point is the semantic development of the word
daniy "near" with its elative form )adna. There is no doubt that
this nominal form is derived from the root dnw "to be near"; but
both forms also convey the meaning "low" in the moral sense
(= "vile"); this sense is especially present in the adjective daniy,
while )adna tends to be used exclusively in the original, local sense
(without, as a rule, expressing the grammatical modification of
elative).

The powerful urge which impels the primitive Arab to leave his
home, his neighbourhood, and to transverse vast spaces, finds a
striking expression in a verse in which, as usual in Arab poetry,
the human emotion is transferred to an animal, in this case the
wild donkey-unless the passage is based on actual observation of
animal life (Diwan aPA'sa Maymiin, no. 21, v. 19, p. lIS): jalam
yarda bil-qurbi J:tatta yakuna * wisadan lilaJ:tyayhi )akjaluha "he
does not content himself with the vicinity (and does not rest) until
the buttocks of the she-asses (running ahead of him) become a
pillow for his cheeks'".'

The passion for wandering appears most clearly in a verse by
the ancient (heathen) poet Tarafah (no. 3, 6; see above, p. 32,1. 12).
It is not merely an individual psychological feature, peculiar to

1 Cf. Ibn Hisiim, p. 612, 1. 5, etc.
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each single Arab, but a general trait of social significance. It is
orientated by an ideal which finds its embodiment in the person
of Muhammad and is incorporated in his prophetic message. In
my opinion, Tarafah's line must be read in conjunction with the
verse in which one of the Prophet's companions (according to the
accepted view, Suqaym al-'Absi) demands the people's recognition
of Muhammad (Ibn Hisdm, p. 656, 1. 12): [adinii. lahu bil-haqqi
tagsum 'umurukum * watasmu mina d-dunya 'ila kulli mit '~ami
"submit (or: adhere) to him, as duty demands it, and your affairs
will become great and you will rise from that which is near (or:
from the near-by region) to everything that is momentous (i.e.
serious, terrible)". The submission, din, required here-adherence
to Muhammad-i-is still conceived in its original secular meaning,
viz., as the submission to a law and a leader, as distinct from
indiscipline, savagery, i.e. gahl. But it is from this secular meaning
that the regular Islamic use of din in the sense of "religion" is
to be derived."

In the above verse, we find the term al-mu- '~am instead of
al-ba'd, the natural antonym of ad-dunyd: As regards al-mu/zam
compare (Zuhayr, Mu'allaqah, v. 45, Diwan, ed. Ahlwardt, p. 96):
li/:tayyin /:tilalin ya'$imu n-nasuja 'amrajuhum * 'irJa tala'at (or:
taraqat) 'i/:tda l-laydli bimu'~ami " ... when the nights (i.e. the time)
bring on something of great moment (i.e. danger)". 2

In connection with the expression tagsum 'umurukum, we quote
(ljassan b. Tabit, no. IS, v. 4): hamalta "amran gasiman [astabaria
lahu "you have loaded unto yourself a momentous task and success­
fully endured it", as well as ('Amir b. at-Tufayl, no. 12, v. 4)
wamani n-nds« 'illa ya'rifuna 'alayhimu * lana [i gasimi l-t amri 'an
naiakarramd "Who among men does not know that we stake our
lives for their sake what time momentous (i.e. terrible) things are
present ?"3; further d. the expression (al-Mubarrad, al-Kiimil,

1 To my regret, I cannot discuss this point in detail in the present study.
The usual hypothesis (see Noldeke, Fun! Mo'allaqat, I, 46; Horovitz, Koran.
Unters., p. 62) that din is an Iranian loan-word, seems to me superfluous in
view of the semantic development pointed out above (d. also p. 1, note 2;

p. 36,2 and note 1; and p. 66).
2 Ct. also Labid, no. 47, v. 13 (ed. Brockelmann, p. 41); rUsamah b.

al-Ijiiril, no. 3, v. 6 (Hell, Neue Hudail, Diwane, p. 106).
3 Against Lyall's translation (p. 105): "Who among men does not know

that we are their betters in the noble handling of great affairs ?". Takarrama
in the sense of "defy death, stake one's life" is not infrequent in poetry,
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p. 4°1, 1. 4) ... gasimi "amrin munkari" . . . a momentous (terrible),
loathsome thing" (see also "Antarah, app., no. 9, v. 2, Ahlw. p. 179).
It is clear that "amrun. gasimun denotes "a trying experience, a
disaster, a hostile attack", and the like. It is synonymous with
"amru« galilun, as (Tabari I, 4; 1937, 4): iea'aneala bil-kuffiiri
>iftdii l-galii>ili "and he brought down upon the infidels one of the
terrible things". It should be specially noted that the same nominal
expression occurs in conjunction with al-nuc'zam. (Ibn Hisdm,
p. 175, 1. 13): aMu!,imu lam >a7:J4ulka fi yawmi nagdatin * walii
muc?amin 'inda Pumiiri l-galii>ili "0 Mutim, I did not desert thee
on the day of battle, nor in the face of a terrible thing, when great
(i.e. serious) events happened".

Hence the verbal expression tagsum >umiirukum, occurring in the
verse by Suqaym al-cAbsi in conjunction with al-murzam, does not
mean "your affairs will become important (in a general sense)", but
(in complete accordance with al-muc?am) "your affairs will involve
great dangers". The importance of the achievements of both the
individual and the group is measured by the amount of danger
inherent in the experiences which they encounter, and by the
degree of fortitude and self-sacrifice which they display in the face
of their experiences. Muhammad is thus described here as a hero,
an oustanding leader, confronting his people with situations of
extreme peril but also of great promise-promise of wealth, on the
one hand, and on the other hand: eternal glory, coupled, according
to the new doctrine, with life in the hereafter.

The fact that the antonym of ad-dunyii is represented by al­
mu'zam; instead of the local expression al-bu 'd "distance", proves
the thoroughgoing abstraction which the entire conception had
undergone; although the term ad-dunyii has remained, there is no
doubt that its semantic content has changed accordingly. It is
obvious that it has become more comprehensive because there is
no doubt that in the verse under consideration the original, concrete
sense "neighbourhood" is preserved alongside the new, abstract
sense "a life characterized by security, pleasure and tranquillity"
(a sense which is in some way related to the concepts ad-da'eh and
aI-baN). But it is clear that the new, abstract meaning may super­

and the sense-development is recognisable in the following line (Baladurr,
>Ansab aPAJraj, vol. V, ed. Goitein, 104, 17): tara l-mawta la nan!tiiSu (so
we have to read instead of yun!tasu of the text) "anlu« takarruma "you see
that we do not shrink from death in that we 'honour ourselves' (i.e.: 'fight
in disregard of death')". Cf. above p. II, n. 1.
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sede completely the original sense, as it does in the verse (A~ma(iyat,

ed. Ahlw., no. 2, vv. 31-32; p. 7): (31) la ya!Jficf,u l-harbu lid-dunya
'ig,a sta'arat wala tabiilJu 'ig,ii kunnii lalui suhttbii (32) l;attii nasudda
Pasiira ... "(with us,) war does not give way to ad-dunyii (a
peaceful, smug existence, a life of pleasure) and does not become
extinguished-so long as we are its torches-until the enemies have
been captured ... ". The word al-ltarb in this passage is extremely
similar in meaning to al-mu'sam. in the preceding quotation, and
it is clear that the notion expressed by these two terms is implied
in the concrete meaning of al-bu"d: "distant regions". In all the
above cases, ad-duwyii still expresses a secular concept, and its
abstract sense can easily be derived from its concrete meaning. This
shows clearly that-contrary to the accepted view (see, e.g., Tor
Andrae, Der Ursprung des Islams und das Christentum, p. 87)-the
usual meaning of ad-dunya: "a life of (wordly) pleasure"-as
opposed to ad-din "a religious life" 1 is not derived from "the life
of this world" (as opposed to aPiilJirah "the world to come"), but
precedes this Islamic religious concept. It is in this sense (a life of
pleasure) that I understand the word in Imra'al-Qays' verse (No. 63,
v. 13): tamatta' mina d-dunyii ja'innaka janin* mina n-nasawati
wan-nisii'i l-ltisiini. Noldeke (Funj Mo<allaqat, I, p. 32) regards
ad-dunya here as the opposite of aPalJirah and tries to deduce
herefrom the Islamic origin of the verse. But the whole idea ex­
pressed in this verse is decidedly pagan (the verb janiya here
probably does not mean "die", but is synonymous with harima,
d. e.g. al-Hutay'ah, no. 22, v. 22; Niibigah, append. 54, 2. Ahlw.
p. 176).

In the verse quoted above, p. 34, 1. 9, which speaks of the war
for Islam and its prophet, the original secular spirit is preserved
integrally. But at the same time, this verse foreshadows the
development of the Islamic-religious meaning of ad-dunvi: wal­
'iilJirah from the earlier secular notion. The transition from the
secular to the religious sense, though subtle, is nevertheless distinctly
perceptible. To the above verse I would add the sequel of the story
of <Abdallah b. Rawahah's death, the beginning of which we have

1 I consider it possible that the dual concept ad-dun-yd. wad-din developed
already in the pre-Muhammadan epoch. Din is an ancient concept (see above,
p. 34) and combined already at an early period a secular and a religious
aspect. It contained from the outset the idea of a struggle for certain exalted
aims.
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already quoted (see p. 17, 1. 31): iumma nazala [alammii nazala
'atahu bnu 'ammin lahii bi'azmin. min laf:tmin faqdla sudda bihii
sulbaka [a'innaka qad laqita 'ayyamaka hiigihi ma laqiia fa'a!Jagahu
min yadihi fantahasa minhu nahsatan iumma sami'a l-hatmaia fi
naf:tiyati n-nasi [aqiila wa'anta fid-dunya iumma 'alqahu min yadihi
wa'a!Jaga sayfahi; fataqaddama [aqiitala f:tatta qutila ... " ... and
then he alighted (from his horse), and when he alighted, there came
to him his cousin, holding out a bone with some meat on it, and
said: 'Fortify your back (i.e. yourself) with it, after having endured,
in this life of yours, what you have endured'. And he took it from
his hand and bit off a piece. Then he heard the battle-noise from
the side of the people and said (to himself): (And you are in ad­
dunya?!'; and he threw it away, and gripped his sword, and
advanced and fought until he was killed". G. Weil (in his translation
of Ibn Hisam's Biography of the Prophet, vol. 2, p. 184) translates:
"Und du bist mit dieser Welt beschaftigt ?". He thus interprets the
term ad-dunya already in its purely religious sense. As against this,
it would seem to me that it still denotes here the opposite of "war"
or "defiance of death in battle" (as in the verse quoted above, p. 34,
1. 9), i.e., a secular concept: "And you are smug and complacent ?".
But the fight in this case is a holy war, a war for Islam; he who
stakes and loses his life in this fight will win Paradise. Thus the
secular concept ad-dunya, the opposite of "fight", could easily
develop into the religious concept "this world", as opposed to "the
world to come". It would thus appear to me, that the word al­
,a!Jirah replaced the secular concepts al-bu 'd, al-mu"zam, al-harb, etc.,
just as the abstract concepts al-mic'zam and al-harb superseded the
concrete notion al-bu 'd, as antonyms of the term ad-dunya (which
itself did not change). This change is to be regarded as the result of
an organic logical development of the primary conception. The war
for Muhammad and Islam led the Muslim to distant regions. This
was in accordance with primitive Arab instincts as reflected in the
above-mentioned secular concepts. Those engaged in roving and
fighting were in danger of losing their lives. The early Arab set
great store by this fact: "Distance" = "war" leads man to heroic
death. Heroic death in the gihad (= 'islam = din) leads to al­
'a!Jirah "the end, the world to come" (= gannah "Paradise"). Thus
the term ad-dunya is given a new opposite: al-'a!Jirah (or: ad-din).
The word ad-dunya itself, besides its earlier meaning "a life of
security and pleasure" (which is a life far removed from the stern
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battles for Islam), assumes the additional sense "the life of this
world" (as opposed to "the life of the world to come").l

In the preceding study, along with a philological examination of
early Arabic sources, we have touched upon some essential features of
the primitive human soul. We have seen the powerful, spontaneous
urge to roam to unknown distances (al-bu<d), an attempt involving
fighting and danger (afr>islam "self-sacrifice, heroism"). We have
also seen the requisite accompaniment: a feeling of security (al­
"imiin, itmi'nan al-qalb) , both in a physical sense and as regards
spiritual survival after death, and as an outcome of this develop­
ment, we find the desire to shelter in the protection of a supreme
spiritual being, the Deity. Though I have repeatedly stressed the
close connection between material, economic factors and the
fundamental impulses of fighting and roving, I do not mean to say
-and I even doubt-that these psychological impulses were
produced by material stimuli. It should be noted that precisely
the concept ad-duwyii "the near-by region" had since the earliest
days stood for the material aspect of life; and on the other hand
it seems that the instinct of wandering-corresponding exactly to
the nomadic habit of the Arab tribes-and its accompanying
impulses are inherent in the human soul. Indeed, it may be that
this psychological-spiritual urge in man is essentially and basically
a primitive instinct.

1 The conceptual context in which the Arabic term for "the world to
come", i.e. al-'a!:Jirah, is rooted, represents a special problem. Considering
that al-'a!:Jirah means not only the "beyond"which envelops man immediately
after death but also the period of the last judgment, the final stage in the
world's existence (comp. Hebrew 'afi,aril hayyamim), one may recall in this
connection Old Arabic expressions such as 'a!:Jiru d-dahri, 'a!:Jiru l-'ayyami,
which are frequent in ancient, including pre-Islamic, poetry: "the end of
time" .-In the published Hebrew text we subsequently replaced the fore­
going interpretation of al-'a!:Jirah by the following, which we would give
here by way of addition: Considering that as a fuller form of al-'a!:Jirah we
find the phrase ad-dar al-'a!:Jirah "the last abode" (as opposed to al-hayiih. ad­
dunya) , we may refer to the expression bayt "house" for "grave"; this
latter has been explained by me (Tarbiz, vol. 17/1945, p. 64)-in connection
with certain specifically Arabic modes of expression for "die", "fall in
battle", "be buried" ((1awa, halla, "aqiima, etc.)-as "fixed abode of the
nomad (Beduin), whom death transforms into a permanent settler (non­
nomad) (muqim) for all eternity"; d. below p. 288 if.



CHAPTER TWO

HEROIC MOTIVES IN EARLY ARABIC LITERATURE*

A. The concept of rAmr and the Drive to Manly Activities

The first line of the well-known poem (Ibn Hisam's Sira, ed.
Wtistenfeld, p. r45) in which Zaid b. 'Amr b. Nufail renounces the
religion of his people (qalafi [iriiqi dini qaumihi), contains an inter­
esting description of the relation of the early Muslims to Allah and
the pagan gods: (r) "arabban walJidan "am. "alfa rabbin >adinu >ida
tuqussimat-i-l-iumia« (2) 'csalt« l-Ldia wal-<Uzza gami<an kadalika
yaj'ai« l-galdu s-sabar« (3) [ald l- cUzza >adinu wala bnataihd wala
sanamai bani "Amrin >azuru (4) wala Ganman >adinu ieakdna rabban
lana fid-dahri >ida lJilmi yasiru (5) walakin "a'budu. r-Rahmdna
rabbi liyagjira danbi r-rabbu l-gafuru ... A. Guillaume, in his
recently published translation of the Sira (The life of Muhammad,
a translation of [Ibn] IslJaq's Sirat Rasiil Allah, London r955),
translates: "(r) Am I to worship one lord or a thousand? If there are
as many as you claim, (2) I renounce al-Lat and al-<Uzza both of
them as any strong-minded person would. (3) I will not worship al­
<Uzza and her two daughters, nor will I visit the images of the
Bami 'Amr, (4) I will not worship Hubal ! though he was our Lord
in the days when I had little sense. (5) [But] I [will] serve my Lord
the compassionate that the forgiving Lord may pardon my sin ... ". 2

Gustav Weil, in his German translation (Das Leben Mohammed's,
nach Mohammed Ibn Ishak, Stuttgart r864), translates: "(r) Soll
ich an einen H errn glauben oder an iausend H errn? dann ware ja
die Herrschaft getheilt. (2) Ich habe der Lat und der Uzza entsagt,
so handelt der Starke, der Ausdauernde ... ". Guillaume's transla­
tion of the clause >ida tuqussimat-i-l-twmdlru. obviously represents
a paraphrasis of Weil's translation. However, Guillaume considers

* Revised from the article previously published in Der I slam, vol. 33
(1957), p. 256-279; vol. 35 (1959), p. 1-25; vol. 36 (1960), p. 1-36.

1 This, comparatively well known name appears in the text of the line
transmitted by Ibn-al-Kalbi in his Kit. aZ->a~nam (see Wellhausen, Reste
arabischen Heidenthumes, p. 64) instead of Ibn Hisarn's reading Ganm,

2 In Ibn Hisarrr's text, the line quoted by us as linej appears as line 9 within
the whole poem consisting of 12 lines. The sense expressed by the line
presupposes the sequence adopted by us.
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this clause as a conditional protasis to the main clause contained
in line 2, whereas Weil treats it as a kind of independent sentence,
apparently reading 'irJ,an ("dann ... "). In reality, the clause is an
adverbial clause forming part of the interrogative sentence con­
tained in line 1. We translate the first line of the poem, whose trans­
lations by Guillaume and Weil we have printed in italics, as follows:
"Am I to follow (or: serve) one lord or thousand lords at the time
when the intentions (or: resolutions) [of the different groups] are
divided (i.e., are not in agreement, but in conflict with each other) ?"l

The conflict of intentions (or, aspirations) mentioned in the above
passage implies a war between different groups. The war-like atmos­
phere is also underscored by the expressions al-galdu s-sabicr«, to
which Guillaume's translation does not do justice.

Active intervention on behalf of a deity against another at a
time when various hostile groups are engaged in fighting is thus
considered as the decisive factor in judging to which deity (or
religion) the group in question belongs. War is, in this early Arab
conception, a primary, "matter-of-course" activity, in which the
gods-also the Allah of early Islam-, as well as their followers and
worshippers are engaged.2

The expression ('irJ,a) tuqussimat-i-l-'umuru in the above-men-

1 We should compare the line under discussion with Sura 12, 39: 'a­
'arbiibun mutafarriqiina !Jairun 'ami lliibu l-wa~idu l-qahhiiru, and the verse
should be interpreted in agreement with this comparison.

2 The following passage (Ibn Hisam, 738, 8-9), ascribed to Hassan b. Iabit,
also describing the relation to Allah and the pagan gods, shows similarity
to the line discussed above and would lead to a similar interpretation,
provided that we read it in the form of the text adopted by Wtistenfeld:
(8) 'amma Quraisun fa-inn: lan 'usalimahum ~atta yunibU mina l-gaiyati
lir-rasadi (9) wayatruku l-Liita wal-cUzza bima'rahotin wayasgudu kulluhum
lil-wa~idi s-samadi "As for Qurais, I will never make peace with them,
until they leave error for the right path and abandon al-Lat and al-FUzza
on the battle-field (or: in battle) and all bow down to the One, the Lord."
According to this text of the passage, the adoption of Islam would be identical
with (or, be based on) an abandoning of the pagan deities, al-Lat and al­
cUzza,-that is, a defection to Allah-on the battle-field, i.e., in the course
of the ordinary tribal feuds. Indeed, there is a variant reading, bima-zilatin,
instead of bima'rakatin (v. Wtistenfeld, Annotations), which has been adopted
by the editor of the Cairo edition (CAbd-al-I;Iamid), and apparently also
by Weil and Guillaume in their translations. This reading (an elsewhere
hardly found feminine, ma'eilat-, instead of the ordinary, quite frequently
used masc.-form (bi, or: ji) maczil(in) , see, e.g., CAntara 19, 17; Hassan b.
Tabit, ed. Hirschfeld, 157, 14) owes its existence apparently to a tendency
to avoid the "strangeness" of sense (from a later Islamic point of view)
which is imparted to the line by the word bima'rakatin,
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tioned passage is also found in a poem by 'Abbas b. Mirdas on the
battle of Hunain, ibid., p. 850, I8-I9: (I8) seabi'sa l-samru. "amru
bani Qasiyin biWaggin >irj tuqussimat-i-Pumiiru (I9) >a¢ii'ii "amra­
hum walikulli qaumin "amirtin. ... Guillaume translates: "Evil was
the state of the B. Qasiy in Wajj when each one's affairs were
decreed. They lost the day (and every people has a ruler ... )".
Weil's translation runs as follows: "Schmahlich war das Loos der
Sohne Kasij's im Thale Wadj, als die Loose vertheilt wurden, sie
haben ihren Befehl verloren, wahrend jedes Yolk seinen Befehls­
haber hat ... ". Both translators interpret the expression tuqussimat­
i-l-rumar« quite differently than they did in the previous passage.
We would translate the passage under discussion as follows: "How
evil was the "am« (i.e., the determination, or: intention, or: energy)
of the Banu Qasiy, when Cid) the >umiir (intentions) [of the different
groups] were divided (i.e., when they fought one another). They lost
their 'am« (their fighting spirit and determination), whilst every
people has an "amir (here identical with "amr, d. below p. 48) ... ".

The passage Ibn Hisiim, p. I45 (see above, p. 39) can be compared,
with respect both to the expression >irjii tuqussimat-i-Pumiiru and
to its thought-content in general, with a passage transmitted by
Ya 'qiibi, Historia, I, 264, which is traditionally ascribed to 'Abid b.
al-'Abras (by some also to Sim'an b. Hubaira al-Asadi) and was in­
cluded by Lyall in his edition of 'Abid's Diwiin (fragm. no. I6; p. 87):
(I) >ablit; Gurjiiman waLa!Jman lin 'aradta bihim wal-qaumu yanfa­
'uhum 'ilmun >irjii 'alimii (2) bi'annahum Ii kitiibi lliihi >i!Jwatunii
>irjii tuqussimat-i-l-tarluimu. wan-nasamu. Lyall (Translation, p. 70)
translates as follows: "(I) Bear to judham and to Lakhm whenas
thou passest their way-and sooth, to all men a good it is to hear
of the truth-s-fa) this word, that ye are our brothers (so stands it
in God's book) when portioned out were the spirits and the kinships
of men." The exact meaning is rather: "Bring to Cud-am and to
Lahm, when you chance to meet them, the message-and useful is
knowledge to people-that you are our brothers in the Book of
God (i.e., for the sake of the Book of God, that is, for the sake of
Allah, or Islam) when kinships and men! are in discord (that is, fight
with each other)".

In this passage, too, the allegiance to Allah and his book (that is,
the Islamic creed) is brought into special relation to the intertribal

1 For nasam "human beings, persons", sing. nasamat- (Hebrew nesiimii) d.
Hudail, ed. Kosegarten, no. 109, 1; Mubarrad's Kiimil 433, 2.
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feuds. The passage is of special importance for the understanding of
the two passages discussed above. It elucidates the peculiar expres­
sion 'if/(a) tuqussimat-i-l-'umuru in these two passages. In our last
passage the expression aPar/:J,amu wan-nasamu is used, correspond­
ing to al-'umuru in the two other passages. The expression tu­
qussirnai-i-l-tarhiimu has a clear meaning: it denotes dissensions
between groups and the fights resulting from them. The expression
tuqussimat-i-l-rumaru must have the same meaning, with the only
difference that the abstract concept al-'umuru is used here, in
preference to the concrete al-'ar/:J,amu wan-nasamu.

Al-'amr, pI. al-'umur, is an important concept in early Arab and
Islamic life (v. our above translation of the passages relevant here)
which is discussed in detail below. It seems that in a passage which
refers to non-Islamic (and probably pre-Islamic) conditions both the
abstract and concrete expression appear together. We quote'A 'sa
no. 5,34: fa'inna l-tildha /:J,abakum biM 'if/a qtasama n-niisu. 'amran
kubiira. We read (u)qtusima and translate: "God has given you in
him (that is, in the exalted chief) a man who, when men are divided
with respect to intention (that is, fight with each other), is great."
We could think of a simpler construction to replace the tamyiz­
accusative (uqtusima n-nasu. 'amran) in our passage: 'if/a qtusimat
'umuru n-nasi "when the intentions of men are divided".

In the passage 'Abid b. al-t Abras, fragm. no. 16 (p. 87), not only
the allegiance to Allah and his Book and the intercession on their
behalf is related to the intertribal feuds, but brotherhood in (= for
the sake of) God, or God's Book, or Islam, mentioned in our passage,
is also brought in connection with this special situation. Obviously,
it is a question of companionship in arms. This can also be concluded
from the following prose passage in Ibn Hisiim, 276, 7 fro b.: "And
when 'Umar b. al-Hattab acceded to the caliphate, 'Umm Gamil
carne to him on the assumption that he was his brother (i.e. the
brother of Dirar b. al-Hattab), and after she had explained to him her
genealogy, it turned out that he knew the story; he said to her:
'inni lastu bi'aljihi 'iUa fil-'islami wahwa gazin ... : 'I am only his
brother in Islam, [that is] when he is engaged in a campaign ... '." 1

The term "brother in Allah"and similar expressions, in general, do
not seem to have any other meaning, and similarly the fraternization
between 'an$ar ("Helpers") and muhagirun ("Emigrants") in-

1 Guillaume's translation of the sentence (p. 726, n. 224): "I am not his
brother except in Islam. He is now on active service" should be corrected.
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troduced at some time by the Prophet (Ibn Hisdm, p. 344: ta>a!J!Jau
fi lliihi "fraternize in God!") was meant as a companionship in arms.
This prose passages is thus in agreement with the passage from
"Abid discussed above.

The idea developed above that profession of Islam finds its essen­
tial expression in fighting for this religion within the framework of
the usual tribal feuds, can also be derived from the following passage
of <Abbas b. Mirdas (Ibn Hiidm, 862,14) which is related to the
passages cited above both in content and in form. This passage is
characterized by the fact that the Prophet Muhammad and his din
(usually translated as "religion", cf., however, our remarks
above p. 34) are mentioned besides Allah: qaumun humu
na$aru r-Rahmdna ioattaba'i; dina r-Rasiili tea'amru. n-niisi
mustagiru. Wa>amru n-niisi mustagiru is of course identical with
>irJii tuqussimat-i-l-t-umicru, on the one hand, and with >irJii tu­
quesimat-i-l-tarhdma wan-nasamu and with >irJii qtusima n-niisu
"amran, also with Zuhair 14,23: matii yastagir qaumun, on the other.
Guillaume's translation: "They are the people who helped God
and followed the apostle's religion while men's affairs were con­
fused" can therefore hardly convey a real understanding of the
idea contained in the passage. The translation should be: "at the
time when the intentions (aspirations) of men differed". It must be
understood, however, that the expression does not allude to a single
event; rather, mens' differences of intention which usually lead to
fights is an ever-recurring event in Arab society, a matter of course,
so to speak. The temporal clause in our quotation closely parallels
in content the temporal clauses of the preceding passages; and the
main clause that goes with it, expresses, as do the main clauses of
the other passages, the idea of fighting for a cause and for a leader.
N a$aru r-Rahmana means: "they helped God in battle". It is there­
fore probable that the coordinated phrase which follows, mattaba'i:
dina r-rasidi "they followed the 'religion' (din) of His envoy",
implies the same specific meaning. Cf. the expression 'adin« in the
passage from Ibn Hisiim, p. 145, quoted above p. 39, which
contains the same root, and Ibn Hisiim, p. 656,12, discussed
above p. 34-

In the following analogous passage we find only mentioned the
Prophet. It is remarkable, besides, that the passage replaces the
word "amr , or >umur, by another word. This verse by Hassan b.
Tabit (Ibn Hisiim, p. 937,12) reads: >akrim biqaumin rasid« lliihi
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Si(atuhum 'irjii tafiiwatat-i-l-'ahwii'u was-siya(u (= Diwiin lfassiin
no. 23,20, with tafarraqat instead of tafiiwatat). Guillaume translates:
"How noble the people who have God's apostle with them when
sects and parties differ". Weil's translation reads as follows: "Ehr­
wurdig ist ein Yolk, das dem Gesandten folgt, wenn andere Schaaren
in ihren Leidenschaften auseinandergehen." We, however, interpret:
"How noble is a people whose ally (or: helper, or: partisan) is God's
envoy, at the time when the intentions are divided and [men are
split into] groups", that is, at the time when men, by their various
intentions and aspirations, are split into different alliances (siya()
and are at war with each other.

,Ahted", plural of hawii(n), which usually means "love, inclina­
tion", or "passion", and which appears in the above quoted passage
(Ibn Hisiim, 937,12) instead of the usual expression 'umur, cannot
simply mean "passions" here, in accordance with the usual meaning
of hawii(n), but must express an idea which is defined by the words
"intentions, aspirations, purposes" used by us already in connection
with 'umur Camr).

The same idea is expressed by 'ahwii' in a similar, although non­
Islamic, context in the following passage (lfamiisa, p. 154, v. 2):
'afiqu Bani lfaznin wa'ahwii'unii ma'an wa'ar/:tiimunii mausidatun.
lam y( ?)uqa#abi "Wake up, 0 Banfi Hazn, as long as our (that is,
yours and our) aspirations coincide and as long as our blood­
relationship remains intact." ,Ahwii' does not mean here "love" of
relatives, as Ruckert understands it (Die Volkslieder der Araber, I,
p. 95, no. 94): "Besinnt Euch ... weil zwischen uns noch besteht
die Lieb ... ", but the aspirations or intentions which the tribes
have with respect to the actions planned by them.

This special meaning of hawan and its plural 'ahwii' is also clearly
discernible in the following prose passage (Naqii'irf" p. 67, 9-10):
... "arsalia gaisan mu!Jtalifa Pahwii'i wa'in katuru 'ilii qaumin 'inda
nisii'ihim wa'amwiilihim yaduhum wii/:tidatun wahawiihum wii/:tidun
yuqiitituna [ayasduqiona fa?anni 'an saufa ya4aruna bigaisika ...
" ... You have sent troops who, although large in number, have
conflicting intentions (or: purposes) to (i.e., against) people who
are one hand and one intention (literally: whose hand is one and
whose intention is one) in the matter of protecting their women
and their possessions, when they fight and hit hard; and I believe
that they will conquer your army ... ".

Another interesting example of this usage is a line from a poem of
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the pagan al-Harit b. Hisam b. al-Mugira which deals with the battle
of Badr and in which he addresses the Muslim killers of his fellow­
tribesmen as follows (Ibn Hisdm, 519,9): fa>innakumu lan tabrahi;
ba'da qatlihim satitan hawakum gaira mugtami(i s-samli. Guillaume,
in his translation which follows here, has obviously not understood
the special meaning of hawan and its syntactical relation within the
sentence: "Now they are dead you will always be divided, not one
people as you desire" (italics by the present writer). One must
instead translate: "Now, after (you) have killed them, may you
not cease 1 to be divided with respect to your intentions [and]
to live in discord."2 This sentence in which the pagan poet curses his
Muslim enemies implies that he wishes them, for the rest of their
lives, essentially the same that has been inflicted on his killed fellow­
tribesmen (and through them, also on him and the rest of the
surviving tribesmen) through their deaths suffered at the hands of
the Muslims. We cannot help comparing the quoted verse with the
following line from a mourning song of the poetess Su (da bint as­
Samardal on the fallen heroes of her tribe ('A$ma(iyat no. 46,10):
kam min gami(i s-samli multa>imi l-hawri kanu karjalika qablahum
fatasadda'ii "How many heroes who lived harmoniously and agreed
in their intentions have there been before them, and they were
parted (by death)." While here the poetess explicitly states that the
mourned heroes, by their sudden and premature death, have been
prevented from further pursuing those ideals of life which rank
highest in the Arab outlook on life, the curse of the poet quoted
above hints at the sadness about this fact only implicitly and thus
gives it an emphasis which is perhaps even more impressive. All
this underlines and highlights the great importance ascribed in this
culture to consciously intended warlike action and to the unity in
intention and the action resulting from it."

1 The combination of the negative particle Ian with the subjunctive of the
imperfect gives the latter not only the meaning of a future tense, or emphasis
(another important function of the construction!), it may also give it optative
meaning.

2 Cf. ibid. 518, 8.
S We mention a few more passages in which >ahwa' shows the meaning

discussed above, Diuiiin. al-'AlJial, p. 25, 7 (prose): .. .waqad kanati l-iarabu
ta~!a!tibu 'ala gairi gtima'i l-'ahwa'i wala muwafaqati l-'ara'i ... , where
al-'ahwa' corresponds to al-'ara' (ra'y means not only "opinion", but also
"advice" and "intention", see below p. 49). Another noteworthy passage
is Diwan N dbigat Bani Saiban, p. 3, 3: walinnasi 'ahwa'un wasatta humumu­
hum "and people have [different] 'ahwa', and their intentions (humum,
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If we want to achieve a proper understanding of the special
meaning of 'amr, pl. 'umiir, as assumed in the above-cited passages
(p. 39-43), we must go back to a certain verbal use of the root
'amara and, besides, investigate various closely related shades of
meaning of 'amr.

We start from the 8th form of the verb, i'tamara, whose basic
meaning should be defined as "to command oneself", that is, "to
impose something, especially a task, upon oneself". For this latter
meaning, which occurs quite frequently, we adduce here the
following instances. 'A Mal, 270, 1-3: (r) sara bihim 'ardahwm lailan
[asabbahahnom. biwaq'atin lam tuqaddim qablahd. n-nudur« (2) wahum
'ala "dlaiin. qad baiyanat lahumii 'amran 'alaniyatan gaira llafji
'tamarii (3) 7:tatta ra'auhu !?aba7:tan fi mulamlamatin sahba'a yabruqu
Ii 7:tafatihii l-basaru "(I) He (i.e. the mentioned chief) traveled to
them (i.e., the enemies) into their land at night, bringing in the morn­
ing an attack upon them of which the warners had not given notice
-(2) suddenly they found themselves in a disaster which openly
revealed to them an 'intention' (or: 'will to action', 'amr; d.

see below p. 57) differ". Also 'A!Jjal, p. 259, 2; waqad yuhallifuni qalbi
fa'azguruhu rab'an gadiita gadaic 'ahwii'uhum firaqu "And my heart imposed
on me-and I tried to dissuade it-the direction to the destination (of the
beloved tribe), in the morning when they (that is, the tribe, temporarily
united) set out [in various directions], since their intentions differed" (d.
<Umar b. 'Abi Rabisa, no. 325, 3, quoted below). In connection with this
latter passage, we must consider the following verse of 'UbaidalHih b. Qais
ar-Ruqaiyat, no. 29, 9: 1}abbarjii l-'aisu iiina qaumi gami'un lam tufarriq
'umurahii l-ahwii'u, which Rhodokanakis renders as follows: "Wie angenehm
war das Leben, da mein Stamm vereint war und die Leidenschaften ihre
Angelegenheiten nicht getrennt." We interpret; "How wonderful was life
when my tribe was united and personal leanings did not split their intent­
tions." 'Ahwii' and its synonym 'umur (in the sense discussed above) appear
here together. Similar are also the following passages from the Diwiin of
<Umar b. A. Rabi'a. We mention first no. 325, 3 (which is identical in content
with 'A!Jjal, p. 259, 2, quoted above): tuatasattutu l-'ahwii'i yalzliguni na1}wa
l-'Iriiqi wamajla'i s-samsi "The split of intentions (that is, the situation
created by the departure of different groups of the tribe in different directions)
turned me towards 'Iraq, in the direction of sunrise." The expression tasattut«
l-'ahwii'i in this latter passage contrasts with taqdruba l-'ahwii'i "the coinci­
dence of intentions", in no. 309, I: laita l-Mug:iriya l-'asiyata 'as'afat diirun
bihi. litaqiirubi l-'ahwii'i "I wish that the caravan would bring the Mugirite
(i. e., 'Vmar) near this evening as a consequence of the coincidence of the
intentions (of the clans of both of us)." Another interesting feature is also
that the phrases taqiirub al-'ahwii' and tasattu: al-'ahwii', are paralleled by
synonymous expressions in which hawa(n), pl. 'ahwii', is replaced by 'amr.
No. 286, 2; 'a~iihumu min satiti 'amrihimu ... , no. 37, I: wa'abaitu (var.
'ayistu) ba'da taqiirubi l-ramri, Cf. no. zoo, 3 (also no. 180, 2-3).
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Mufarf4aliyat 7S9, 2, quoted below p. So), not the one they had
imposed upon themselves (or: had resolved on; i'tamarii)-(3) when
they suddenly saw him in the morning at the head of an enormous
army ... ". Moreover, we quote the following unmistakable
example from a dirge of 'Amra, daughter of Duraid b. Simma, on
the death of her father (Ibn Hisiim, 8S3, II-12) : (II) laula llarl/i qahara
l-saqieiima kullahumii ra'at Sulaimun iea.Ka'bwn kaifa ta'tamiru (12)
'irjan lasabbahahum. gibban wa?ahiratan hait« staqarrai nawahum
galJfalun rjafiru. We quote Guillaume's translation: "(II) Were it
not for Him who has conquered all the tribes, Sulaym and Ka'b
would have seen what counsel to follow. (12) A great army of
pungent smell would have attacked them continuously wherever
they were." However, ta'tamiru in line II is not-as Guillaume
conceives it-a 3d pers. sing. fern., but a zd pers. sing. masc. We
must translate line II: "Were it not for that which conquers all
people (i.e., death), Sulaim and Ka 'b would have seen how (that
is, with what vigour) you would have commanded yourself (that
is-in the special context-, with what vigour you would have
set out, or rushed into action against them)." In our passage the
vigour with which an action is imposed, stands out especially
clearly. Moreover, in this specific instance (as also in others) i'iamara
denotes not only the energetic imposing upon oneself of an action, as
a preliminary step preceding the action, but it implies also the vigour
and energy displayed in carrying out the action-a vigour of action
which is the direct result of the energetic resolution.

Our intention is to prove that the same meaning which attaches
here (especially in the last-quoted instance) to the verb i'tamara, is
also inherent to the noun 'amr in certain cases (d. already above
A Mal 270, 2). We mention first the following passage from a poem
by Gauwas b. al-Qa (tal al-Kalbi, directed to the caliph 'Abd-al­
Malik (Noldeke's Delectus, 84, 5-7): (S) 'inna l-!Jilafata ya 'Umaiyatu
lam takun "abadan tadurru ligairikum dunyaha (6) fa!Jurjii !Jilafata­
kum bi'amrin hazimin la yalJlibanna l-mullJidiina :;arahii (7) sirii
'ila l-baladi l-lJarami wasammirii la tu:;bilJii (thus read instead of
tu:;lilJii) wasiwakumii maulaha "(S) Oh Banil 'Umaiya, never shall
the delicious milk of the caliphate flow for others than you.' (6) Take

1 We regard lam + apocopatus (the negation of the perfect) as implying
here an optative sense (identical with lii + perfect). We shall give further
instances of the regular optative use of lam + apocopatus in another con­
nection.
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then your caliphate with 'determined resolve' (or: 'with a firm
will to action')!, the heretics shall not milk its udders! (7) Make
haste and march into the Holy Land!, do not let it happen that
others than you should become its masters!"

Before adducing other passages as confirmation, we should like to
sketch shortly the specific development of the meaning of the root
"amara (originally "to command"), and of its nomen actionis, "amr,
which is relevant here.

We must assume that the original nomen actionis "am» is derived
from a verb which was followed by a reflexive word, e.g. nafsahi«:
"amara nafsahu "he commanded his soul" or: "he commanded him­
self"; that is, a synonym of i'tamara mentioned above. The re­
flexive expression, nafsahu, couId be omitted in speech, without
affecting the intelligibility of the phrase. We must assume similar
omissions in the case of some other verbs, e.g. in sahara "he perse­
vered" (nomen actionis sabr "perseverance"), abbreviated from the
frequently encountered synonymous verb sahara nafsaha, literally:
"he bound his soul (so that it should not flutter, or flyaway)",
etc.

,A mr occurs with the same meaning in the following passages.
'Antara, Mu(aUaqa, v. 73 (= Diwiin no. 21. 79): {fululun gimiili
[l,aitu si'tu musiiyi(i lubbi wa'a[l,jizuhu bi'amrin mubrami. Another
equally plausible reading of the passage has: bira'yin mubrami. As
the entire passage, and especially the attribute mubram "firmly­
made" (originally concretely an epithet of a rope, figuratively
"vigorous", d. Labid, Mu'allaqa, v. 29, quoted below p. 52) shows,
"am« has here the meaning "will to action, energy": "My camels are
easy to lead (so that they do not become refractory), and wherever
I want, my understanding (or rather: my determination) accom­
panies (and aids) me, and I urge it on with a vigorous will to action."

In a passage of similar content of A (sa (no. IS, 6) we again find
beside the reading "am» (accepted by the editor) the reading ra'v,
accompanied by the two synonymous epitheta mubram and mustah­
sid: falii ba'sa 'inni qad 'ugauwizu [l,iigati bimusta[l,fjidin (var.:
bimusta[l,fjifin) biiqin mina l-ramri (var.: r-ra'y~) mubrami "It does
not matter, I am used to realize my desire with a tightly-knit,
vigorous, unrelenting will to action". Cf. also 'Antara no. 26, 9:
waqultu liman qad 'a[l,rjara l-mauta nafsahu 'alii man li'amrin [l,iizimin
qad badii liyii "And I said to those who were resolved to give away
their lives to death: 'Who are the men for (i.e. to join in) an energetic
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will to action (that is, an energetic plan) that has sprung up in
my soul? "'.

)Amr, in these latter passages, does not merely have the general
meaning of "matter", or of a similar general term, as it is all too
frequently translated, but must express some concrete idea; this
is implied by its above-mentioned specific attributes, and also by
the alternate use of ra'», which on its part is a concept with a well­
defined meaning. We can prove that ra)y has not only the meaning
of "opinion" or "advice" (as it is mostly translated) but also often
has the meaning which we have assumed for "amr : "energy, will
to action". See, e.g., Zuhair no. 9, 25: warjiika )ab-zamuhum ra'va«
)irjii naba'un mina l-b-awaditi gada n-ndsa "a« taraqii. Against
Rescher's translation (Beitr. zur arab. Poesie IV, 2; p. 13). "Ja,
dieser (Gepriesene) verftigt, wenn sich irgendeine Kunde boser
Vorfalle bei den Leuten morgens oder nachts einstellt, tiber die
beste Einsicht von ihnen", we translate: "And he is of the most
vigorous resolve among them, if the news of some threatening event
befalls the people in the morning or in the night". We may also
compare b-azim ar-ra-y (Ifassan b. Tabit no. 6,17; )A (sa no. 33, 44),
further bira)yi rj/i l-(azmi (Ifutai)a no. 40, 24) and. " wahimmata
miqdamin ioara'va /:ta$zji " ... and the noble aspiration of him who
dashes forward and the will to action of the energetic man"
(Noldeke's Delectus, 93, I), etc. This meaning of ra)y is also clearly
apparent in the frequently occurring expression )a$il arra-y "firm
in ra'y", that is, "firm in determination, energy".

For "am», which is our primary concern here, we cite, in addition,
the following passages. Ndbiga, app. no. 24, 6: wahum rjarabU "anfa
l-Fazdriyi ba'da ma )atahum bima(qudin mina l-'amri qahiri "and
they struck the Fazarite on his nose after he had come to them
with a vigorous;' overpowering "amr (that is, 'energy, will to
action'Y'.> We add to this passage the following quotation from
"Ardara (no. IS, 2-4): (2) jagi)na (ala (amya)i ma gama(u lana
bi)ar(ana la !Jallin wala mutakassiji (3) tamiirau binii )id yamduriina
/:tiyarjahum (alii zahri maqrfiyin mina l-ramr; mu/:t$aji (4) wamii

1 'aqada means not only "to tie, to knot", but also "to wind, to wrap,
to twist, to plait", for which we intend to give detailed evidence in another
context. Ma'qud is thus equivalent in meaning with muhsa], mubram,
muftkam, etc., in the preceding passage and in similar passages.

2 For the construction bima'qudin min-al-amri, and in the next quotation:
maqrj/iyin min-al-'amri, as well as 'A 'sa no. 15, 6, quoted p. 48, see our
remark above p. 3, note 2.
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nag,iru /:tatta gasina buyutahum bigabyati mautin musbili l-wadqi
muz'iji "(2) and we came, whilst the troop which they had formed
for us was unawares, with a well-armed and well-protected army.
(3) They were unconvinced of us drawing near, while fortifying the
bricks of their cisterns with loam, (even) in the face of (?; literally:
upon) [or, being (themselves) possessed by (?) ] a resolute, vigorous
(literally: tightly twisted) 'cmr (that is, 'will to action, energy').
(4) And they were unsuspecting, when we suddenly attacked their
tents with an instantly killing rain of death." Cf. 'A!Jtal 109, 7:
mufJallajuna toayaqdi n-niis« 'amrahumu wahum bigaibin waji
'amya'a ma sa'aru "and the people form a firm resolution to act
(against them) whilst they are unsuspecting and unawares" (d.
also ibid., 270, 1-3, quoted above P.46). As the above-quoted
similar passage of Nabiga shows, 'Antara's maqrj,iy does not simply
mean "decreed", but it is similar in meaning with other expressions
which appear in comparable contexts, as mubram, m~t/:t5aj, ma<qUd,
and also mu/:tkam (see below) and thus equals "resolute, energetic."
It would also be difficult to separate from the cited expression of
'Antara: <ala ?ahri maqrj,iyin mina l-'amri mu/:t5aji (identical with
the above-quoted expression of Nabiga: bima'qudin min l-'amri
qahiri) the Qur'anic expression (Sura 19, 21) wakana 'amran
maqrj,iyan (Blachere's translation, p. 22g: "c'est affaire decretee"}:
see below p. 55.

We quote further the words of 'Abu Qal:ttan al-Bahili (in the
scholium of MujarJ,rj,aliyat, 759, 1-3): (1) wa'innaka lau 'alagta rum­
han. mu'allaban toazummi'ta /:tatta ya'siba r-riqu bil-jami (2) la'abdat
laka l-'aiyamu ji ganbi Wa'ilin sawakila ' amrin g,i "azii'ima mu/:tkami
(3) biharbin. 'iiJ,a l-mar'u s-saminu tamarrasat bi'a<!ajihi bi,<;-§aiji lam
yatafJattami. Lyall renders this as follows: "(1) And verily, if thou
hadst to nurse a wound caused by a spear bound round with sinew,
and wert kept from drinking until the dry saliva clogged thy mouth,
(2) the Days would make manifest to thee in respect of Wa'il the
various issues of an affair full of strong purposes, tightly knit, (3) by
means of a war which, if it lays hold of a fat man's ribs in the
summer, (will make him so lean and weak that) he cannot tie his
turban (or, seal with his signet)." Sawakilu 'amrin does not mean
"the various issues of an affair";' We should interpret line 2 as

1 'Amr does not mean "affair", nor sawakil "various issues" or "aspects"
(see Glossary to MujarJ,rJ,aliyat) which assumes an abstract use of sakila,
pl. sawakil, "side, border". Accordingly, also in the three passages in N aqa'irJ"
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follows: "the Days would have revealed to thee in respect of Wa)il
the real nature of a vigorous energy (or: 'tightly knit' will to action,
"am» mu/:lkam; literally: 'the obscurities of an "amr", that is, 'an "am«
which had been obscure, unknown to thee heretofore'; sawiikila
)amrin) , [an energyJ full of resolve (determination; 4i (azii)ima)".
Cf. )AlJfal 270,2, quoted above p. 46.

We cite, as further proof, the following passages where the phrase
under discussion appears in a special grammatical variation. T'arafa
no. 14, 3: )agdaru n-niisi bira'sin sildimi» /:liizimi l-ramri sugii(in fil­
wagam "(We are) more than all other people worthy of 'a hard head'
(i.e., a strong chief), vigorous in his desire for action, courageous in
the din of battle" (against Seligsohn's translation [Diwan de Tarafa,
Transl., p. 54J of the phrase ra'sin. ~ildimin /:liizimi l-ramri: "un chef
puissant, qui fait executer ses ordres'"; d. (Ant. no. 26, 9, quoted
above p. 48 f.). Furthermore we quote QUfiimino. 17, II: iea'asnada
"amra l-/:laiyi ba'da ltibiisihi )ilii kuUi galdin mubrami l-)amri /:liizimi
"and he (i.e., the exalted chief of the tribe) assigned the 'intention'
(i.e., the 'matter', or 'planned action' ; d. below) ofthe tribe (in other
words, the 'res publica'), after it had met with difficulties, to every
[man who was] adamant, resolved in his will to action, energetic"
(d. Qufiimi no. 3, 45, quoted below p. 52 ... , n. I, and again (Ant.
no. 26, 9, quoted above p. 48).

We must also pay attention to the passages in which the usual
attributes of )amr "will to action, energy, intention", appear as
nouns and in which, as a consequence, the word )amr is omitted.
Labid, Diwiin no. II, 7 (Halidi, p. 50, v. 2): walJa~min kaniidi l-ginni
)asqaftu sa)wahum bimustabsidin 4i mirratin wa~uru(i "The race
of many a group of adversaries, frantic like a council of demons,
I have crushed with a tightly twisted will to action [composedJ of

622, 2; 630, 16; 986, 4, in which Bevan, Glossary, s. v., agreeing with the
schoIion, p. 630, 17, assumes such a metaphorical use of the word for "side,
border", sakila, pI. sawakil, must be taken as the participle of sakila and
in contexts like the above-quoted one-i. e., in connection with verbs
with the meaning of "to reveal, to be apparent, to appear"-be interpreted
in the sense of "obscurities, or: obscurity, of a thing" (an obscurity existing
as long as the specific thing in question-in our above passage, and in most
of the passages referred to, the ramr, "the will to action, the intention"-is
not revealed). The same meaning ofsawakilis present in the line of <Umar b.
'Abi Rabt'a, no. 205, 13: wa'aktumu ma 'usammiha tnatabdii sawakiluhu
lilj'i l-lubbi l-raribi "and I conceal the name I am calling her, but its obscuri­
ties (i. e., what is behind this obscurity, her name) are apparent to the man
with understanding, the clever one" (d. ibid., V. 12).
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several strands." Similarly, in Labid's Mw'allaqa, v. 29: ragaCii bi~

'amrihimii 'ilii rji mirratin l,ta$idin wanugl,tu sarimati« 'ibriimuhii
"They (i.e., the wild donkey and his wife) turned with (or: took)
their 'intention' (or, 'matter', i.e., their planned action) to a tightly
twisted," vigorous will to action (i.e., they, or their souls, respect­
ively, referred this plan to the "hidden, innermost part of their
souls", to which they are subordinate and which makes them, or
their plan, energetic, d. below p. 56 and M ujaif4aliyiit no. 36, 17-18
quoted ibid.).-And the success of a resolution depends on knitting
it closely (making it with determination.)" Noldeke's translation of
raga(a bi'amrihima 'ila ... hasidin: "so fassten sie endlich einen
festen, kraftigen (EntschluB) ... " (Funj M o(allaqat, II, 59) must
be considered as a free paraphrasis of the original specific idea. The
expression also recalls the Qur'anic phrase (Sura 8, 45): ...
liyaq¢iya tlahu 'amran kiina maj'ulan wa'ila tliihi turga(u l-'umuru,
and similar phrases in other passages of the Qur'an (concerning the
specific sense of q¢y in contexts of this kind see above p. 50).

The meaning of "amr suggested here, "command directed to one­
self, the decision or will to action", is especially clear in passages
which depict the conflict and hesitation that precede a resolution.
We quote Muzahim al-Tlqaili no. 2, 14: jama lin-nawa la biiraka
tlahu jinnawa wa'amrun laha ba'da l-lJilagi "azimu, Krenkow trans­
lates as follows: "Then what about absence? May God bestow no
blessing upon absence. Now after (my) worries she has affairs which
are momentous (to me)." The passage should be interpreted as
follows: "What is the matter with the nawa (i.e., 'the instinct of
wandering that strives to a distant destination')-God curse the
nawiil-, since it has an 'amr (i.e., 'a command directed to itself')
that after a struggle filled with hesitancy has become resolved (thus

1 In connection with the expression g,ii mirratin, which in this passage
of Labid is used of the personified "will to action" (in the specific case, of
a wild donkey), we note that this expression is used in the Qur'an to denote
the being which communicates to the Prophet his revelation (Sura 53, 6):
'ullamahii [adidu. l-quuid. g,ii mirratin. We render this: "someone has taught
him who is strong of strands (originally: strands of a cord), one [possessed]
of energy" [Blachere translates: '" ... que lui a enseigne un [Ange] redoutable
fort et doue de sagacite"). Sadidu l-quwa is a synonym of dii mirratin. Cf.
M a (n b. 'A us no. I, 44: 'a!Ju liqatin galdu l-quwa. .. mu!Jaliju [Iazmin . . .
Also QujamT no. 3, 45: tuanuiis« 'amTrana wanag(alu 'amrana.. . lig,awT
galadatina wa[lazmi quwana "We obey our commander and we assign
our 'intention' (plan for action') to those among us who possess firmness
and to those whose strands (stamina) are firmly woven (that is, to those
who have energy)" (d. QUfiimT no. 17, II, quoted above p. 51).



HEROIC MOTIVES IN EARLY ARABIC LITERATURE 53

tearing apart the various clans of a tribe, or two different friendly
tribes, who temporarily had camped together) ?!" Our interpretation
of this passage is corroborated by the following passage of Farazdaq
(ed. Boucher, p. 100, 4): da'iihum lisifi l-bahri 'au baini Hiiyilin
hawan min nawii f.i,aiyin 'umirrat mariiyiruh, translated by Boucher:
"Ils partent pour la cote, pour la vallee de Hayel ; c'est le desir de
briser un amour noue pour un lien solidement tordu qui les appele."
To us the passage means: "They are called (or: drawn) to the coast
or to the valley of Hayil by a will to action (hawii) on the part of
the tribe's nawii ('the instinct of wandering that strives for a distant
destination'), [a will to action] whose cords have become tightly
twisted (i.e., which has become resolved)." The identity, claimed
by us above p. 44, of hawii in certain contexts with 'amr in the
sense under discussion results from the comparison of these two
passages with striking clarity.

We see clearly that "amr denotes a mental quality of a person or
of a personified abstract concept (as, e.g., represented by nawii in
the denotation defined above). This mental property in turn ocasion­
ally assumes the character of a personified entity: this is clearly
implied when it is described as becoming resolved after a struggle
filled with hesitation (!Jiliig).

It is also apparent in the following passage from the Diwiin of
Zuhair no. 20, 25: wa'agma'a 'amran kiina mii ba'dahi; lahu wakiina
'irJ,iimii !Jlaulaga l-ramr« miirjiyii "and he (that is, an-Nu'rnan b. al­
Mundir) made a resolution to act ... , whenever the "amr ('his
command to himself') wrestled with hesitation, he used to proceed
energetically".' It is of interest that the same expression kiina

1 We thus differ from Rescher's translation (Beitr. zur arab. Poesie IV, 2;

p. 39): "Und er betrieb so eine Sache (wa'agma'a 'amran) . . . ; besaB er ja,
wenn irnmer eine Geschichte sich verwirrt hatte ('itjJi ma !J1aulaga l-'amru),
Energie (und EntschluBfahigkeit)."-Cf., in a similar context, Zuhair no.
10, 3: ma 'in yakadu yu!Jallihim liwighatihim ta!Jalugu l-ramri . . . , which
Rescher (ibid., p. 14) renders: "Ja, fast hatte die Uneinigkeit in ihren
Angelegenheiten sie (iiberhaupt) nicht (dazu kommen lassen), sich auf den
Weg zu machen ... " We should interpret: "The struggle of the ramr, 'the
intention, the will to action', which was filled with hesitancy, almost pre­
vented them from setting out. .. " (d. the passages by Muzahim al-'Uqaili
and Farazdaq quoted above).-Cf. also 'Abii 'lyal in 'As'ar al-Hudaliyin,
ed. Kosegarten, no. 74, 43 (= ed. Cairo 1948, vol. 2, p. 250): wakana qarina
qalbi l-marti sakku l-'amri war-ru'ubu. Abicht (in his translation, p. 40),
taking the genitive al- 'amri as a genitivus objectivus, renders the line:
"und Genosse des Mannes wird Zweifel an der Sache und Zittern." We should
understand 'amr in the sense under discussion and take its genitive as a
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miirfiya(n) (or its equivalent, marfii), which here denotes the energetic
action following a resolution, is also used in connection with God.
E.g., Qutiimi no. 29,45: [alammd 'an >ariida lliihu "amra« maifii wal­
musrikuna lahum gu>iiru "and when God wanted to carry out a plan
(ct. below p. 55), he proceeded (with it) energetically," and the
idolators had to vomit." The idea which in the previously quoted
verse was expressed in a clause with "indefinite" >idiimii, appears
here in a temporal clause describing an event which took place in
the past. Qutami's line refers to the event described in the Qur>an,
Sura II, 42; 23, 27, where the concept >amr Alliih "God's will to
action, God's energy in action" is used (d. below).

>Amr in the sense explained above is also predicated of God. We
do not merely think here of the concept "amr as used in the Qur'an:
"am» is also predicated of Allah before the advent of Islam, and
this is of course the fore-runner of Allah's "amr in the Qur>an. As
evidence for this, v. 62 of Hari] b. Hilliza's MuCallaqa may be
quoted: fahadiihum bil-tastnadaini ma'amr« lliihi balgun yasqii biM
l-'asqiyii>u. Noldeke (Funf MoCallaqiit, I, 77) suspects that the line
has been revised in Islamic times and translates (ibid., p. 63): "Er
fiihrte sie da, (indem er sie versah) mit den beiden schwarzen Dingen
(Datteln und Wasser).-Ja Gottes GeheiB kommt ans Ziel; dadurch
werden die Elenden elend.-." We would translate: " ... -God's
will to action (or: God's energetic action) attains (its end); the ill­
fated become through it wretched." The sense we have assigned to
the phrase we are mainly concerned with, i.e. "amru lliihi balgwn,
is in agreement with the general tenor of the sentence, i.e. more
precisely, with the meaning we consider implied in the subsequent
phrase, issuing from the first phrase: yasqii biM Pasqiyii>u, which
in our opinion expresses a specific decidedly "pagan" idea, which we
consider to discuss in another context (d. Imrq. no. 8, 2). It is from

genitivus subjectivus, and accordingly translate: "and the hesitancy of
the 'amr, 'the will to action, or: the intention', and the fright (connected
herewith) fill the man's heart (more literally: become companion(s) of the
man's heart)." Sakka in contexts of this kind does not mean "to doubt"
(a meaning which always presupposes a complement-expressed or unexpres­
sed-to which the doubt refers), but means "to hesitate, waver, vacillate"
(a concept which of course is in no need of a complement).

1 The meaning of maq,a implied in these and many other passages is
especially apparent in the following passage of Garir (Naq. 487, 1-2): fama
mulJdirun wardun biffaffana . . . bi'amq,a mina l-lfaggagi [il-harbi muqdiman ..
"no brown-yellow lion who lies in ambush in Jjaffan... advances more
vigorously than aI-Bag-gag when he pushes on in battle ... "



HEROIC MOTIVES IN EARLY ARABIC LITERATURE 55

this "secular", pre-Islamic use of the phrase "amr« lliihi balgun that
the similar Qur)anic phrase (Sura 65, 3) derives.

In this context we should mention a few passages from Islamic
poetry which bear some relation to certain passages in the Qur)an
and in which )amr-ascribed both to Allah and the Prophet­
clearly has the same meaning.

Ka 'b b. Malik says, in a poem on the battle of Badr (Ibn Hisiim,
p. 528, 10): rasut« lliihi yaqdumunii bi)amrin min-amri lliihi )u/:tkima
bil-qadii'i: This must not be translated as Guillaume does: "God's
apostle led us, by God's order, an order he had fixed by decree",
nor, as does Weil: "Voran ging der Gesandte des Herrn, nach dem
von Gott Hingst beschlossenen Befehle." Rather, it should be
rendered: "whilst the envoy of God was walking in front of us (in
the battle) with "amr, i.e. 'will to action', 'energy' (sprung) from the
"amr, i.e. 'will to action', of God, which had been tightly twisted by
a firm resolution (i.e., had become resolved)." For an understanding
of )u/:tkima in connection with "amr , we refer to the expression
mu/:tkam and synonymous words which appear as attributes of the
concept 'amr in the above-mentioned (p. 50) passages from pre­
Islamic poetry and undoubtedly have the meaning "energetic". As
to the expression bilqarjii)iwhich follows )uMima, we refer to maqrjiy
which has the same root and is used as an attribute to "amr, like
muhham. and other expressions, in similar passages from pre­
Islamic poetry (v. above p. 50). Both expressions, qarjii) as well
as "ahkama, must therefore, in contexts like the one in question,
have approximately the same meaning: both stress, in essence, the
great energy of the )amr, the "will to action".

)A mr has exactly the same meaning in the following line from a
poem of Ka 'b b. Malik which deals with the expulsion of the Banii
Nadir (Ibn Hisiim, p. 658, 8-9): (8) laqad 1Jaziyat bigudratihii l­
/:tuburu kaqiika d-dahru qu sarfin. yadar« (9) waqiilika )annahum
kafari; birabbin 'azizin )amruhu )amrun kabiru. We quote Guillaume's
translation: "The rabbis were disgraced through their treachery,
thus time's wheel turns round. They had denied the mighty Lord
whose command is great." We translate the last sentence as follows:
"they had denied a mighty lord, whose "amr, 'will to action', is
powerful." We furthermore refer to Ibn Hisiim, 836, 19; mu'iinan bi­
)amri lliilti, which Guillaume translates: "helped by God's command".
Moreover, d. Tabari II, I; 78,12: bi)amri lliihi man$urun mu'iinun
"[He was] helped, aided by God's "amr, i.e. 'will to action, energy'''.
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For the idea of "command to oneself" from which we derive the
concept of "amr, "energy, intention", we refer both to i'tamara and
to those passages in which the human soul is expressly represented
as commanding or advising and recommending something. We
quote the following example (Farazdaq, ed. Boucher, p. 214, IS):
wamii "amaraini n-nafsu fi rihlatin. lahii faya'murun; )illii "ilaika
fjamiruhii "The soul did not bid me travel to them (that is, the
mountains and plains which separate me from you, oh prince), but
her (that is, the soul's) damir (that is, her inmost, most hidden part)
commands me to travel only to you"; in other words: "I have made
an energetic resolution to travel to you." This prevalent expression
for the inner impulse to action as used here is replaced, in an earlier
line of the same poem (L II), by a different phrase which contains
other characteristic and almost synonymous expressions (for their .,
detailed discussion, see below): qadat niiqati mii kuntu kallaftu
naly,bahii mina l-hammi wal-ly,agi l-ba'idi na'uruha. "My she-camel
has carried out all intentions and distant goals imposed on her
by me."

The dami» of the soul, the "hidden, innermost part" of the soul,
mentioned in our first passage, figures not infrequently in Arabic
poetry; it seems to denote an especially deep-seated part of the
psyche to which the psychic entity called nafs is subordinate. Cf.,
e.g., Mufa#aliyiit no. 36, 17-18: (17) la'amri laqad "asraft« yauma
'Unaizaiin calii ragbatin lau sadda nafsan fjamiruhii (18) waliikinna
hulka l-samri "an. lii tumirrahi; walii haira fi q,i mirratin lii yugiruhii.
Lyall translates this as follows: "(17) By thy life! on the day of
'Unaizah I should have lighted on my heart's desire, if only its
purpose had held firm in my soul: (18) But it is the destruction of
a man's affairs if he do not twist them firm; and there is no good
in one who twists a rope who does not twist it hard." Lyall has
obviously understood the pronominal suffix in fjamiruhii to refer
to ragbatin. In reality, it refers to nafs, as in the preceding line of
Farazdaq. One must therefore translate: "(17) ... I should have
lighted on my heart's desire, if the dami» of the soul (nafs) had
firmly twisted the latter (that is, had made it energetic): (18) but
it amounts to the destruction of the intention(('amr) [of a man], if he
(literally: you) do not twist it firm, and there is no good in a man of
energy, if he does not twist it (that is, the energy) hard"."

1 Also v. 16, with which the subsequent lines of the text, contrary to Lyall's
opinion, are closely connected, must be similarly interpreted: waKa'bun
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For this relation between the najs and its damir, we further refer
to the psychic organs mentioned in the following line of Samma!J
(p. 49, I), the najs "soul" and its "amir "commander" (d. the
~yefJoov~x6v of the Stoic philosophers): jar-alta yunagi nafsahi:
wa'amiraha 'aya'ti ltafii yu'!i biha 'am yut,iiwizu "and he held
council with his soul and its "ami», 'commander', whether he should
accept what he (i.e. another) offered him for it, or whether he
should ask more." Obviously the soul, najs, is subordinate to the
psychic entity called 'amir and takes commands from it: the
commands which man issues to himself, that is, to his soul (d.
i'tamara, and the above-quoted line of Farazdaq, p. 214, 15). These
are the resolutions called 'umur (sing. 'amr) at which he arrives.
Furthermore, d. v. 29 of Labid's Mu'altaqa, discussed above
p. 52).

There is another term of importance in connection with the inner
urge which spurs a man on to action. It appears not less frequently
than 'am« and is partially identical with "am« in its meaning. It is
the concept of hamm, with the verb hamma.!

H amm is usually rendered "worry, care". But in some passages
this becomes a mistranslation (d. below p. 60). With early sensiti­
vity-in "prescientific" reflexion as it were-an old-Arabic poet
contrasts the two different meanings of hamm (Ma'n b. Aus, no. I,

42-43): (42) jatan la yabitu l-hammu yaqda'u hammahi; ladd l-hauli
walhaiyabu yaqda'uhu l-hammu (43) 'ida hamma 'am¢a hammahu
gaira mut'abi wayajrugu, 'anhu s-sarraji 'amrihi l-razmu "(42) He
is a man whose impetuous urge is not held back at night (that
is, at the time of setting out) by worry in the face of danger, whereas
concern holds back the anxious man. (43) When he has an intention,
he carries it out energetically and indefatigably, and shakes off the
evil (i.e., weakness) so that his intention is filled with resolution."

Hamm, pl. humdlm, denotes the impulse by which a man is
suddenly seized and driven to action. The appearance of this impulse
is often conceived as a surprise attack by an outside force. We quote

fa'inni labnuhii wa!zalifuhii wanii:;iruhii J:taiJu stamarra mariruhii, which Lyall
renders as follows: "and Ka'b-verily I am the son of the tribe and their
sworn friend, and their helper whensoever they are hard pressed in strife."
One ought to translate: " ... whensoever their intention (for an undertaking)
is firmly (energetically) twisted."

1 Cf. the expression himma "noble ambition" which has the same basic
meaning (see above p. 32).
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the following passage (Sammiilj, p. 43, r) : calii mitlihii 'aq¢i l-humiima
'igii 'tarat 'igii giisa hammu n-nafsi minhii ¢amiruhii "On a she-camel
like this I satisfy the urges which overcome me (in other words:
... I realize the intentions which result from the impulse befalling
me) when "the hidden part" of the soul overflows with them (that
is, with the impulses)." Though in contexts in which hamm is re­
presented as troubling a man at night, it may have the meaning
of "worry", or more specifically: "lover's grief", the meaning of
hamm as "impulse, urge" is also clearly apparent in the following
line of Labid (no. 40, 67): bitilka 'usaUi l:tiigatan 'in ¢amintuhii
wa'ubri'u hamman kiina [is-sadri diiljilii. Huber-Brockelmann trans­
late this as follows: "Mit einem solchen Kamel mache ich mich frei
von einem Verlangen, wenn ich eines hege, und heile mich von einem
Kummer, der sich mir in die Brust geschlichen." Hamm is here
approximately equivalent in meaning with l:tiiga which precedes it
in the same line (d. below p. 59) and means "intention, impulse to
a deed". 'Ubri'u hamman must therefore be interpreted as follows:
"Through this she-camel, I relieve my soul from the pressure which
heavily weighs upon it because of the unsatisfied urge to action."
Cf., e.g., Ibn Hisiim, 179, 2: waqad kiina cindi lilhumiimi mu/arrasun.
walam 'aq¢i minhii l:tiigati wama'iiribi, which Guillaume translates:
"I have become the caravanserai of cares, because of them I cannot
do what I should". In contrast to Guillaume's interpretation of min
in minhii as a preposition with causal meaning ("because of") we
understand it in a partitive sense and also assume that l:tiiga and
ma'iirib on the one hand and humiim on the other are approximately
identical in meaning (d. Farazdaq, p. 214, II, quoted p. 56). We
therefore translate: "The urges have nightquarters with me without
my being able to satisfy my wishes and desires which go with them"
(in other words: "to take action and thus to relieve myself from
their pressure").

Especially interesting are those passages in which the urge which
overcomes a man at night is called hamm (pl. humiim) in one version
of the text and 'amr (pl. 'umiir) in another. The two occasionally
also appear together in one sentence. We quote the following verse
of Garir (Naq. 479,10): 'uciddu libaiyiiti l-humiimi 'iga sarai gumiili­
yatan harfan wamaisan mufarradd, The scholium to this passage
refers to the expression baiyiit al-humiim with the expression baiyiit
al-'umiir (d. baiyiita 'amrin in the following passage). We disagree
with Bevan's interpretation (Naq., Glossary, p. 295) who renders
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baiyiit as "anxiety that torments one all night" (see also Lane 28Ib:
"anxiety ... or grief ... ") and interpret the line as follows: "For
the impulses which befall me at night when they go around (literally:
travel at night), I am preparing a strong, lean she-camel and a bare
saddle." This verse is very similar to-and may be based on-two
verses of 'Umaiya b. C A'id (in Ascar al-Hudaliyin, ed. Kosegarten,
no. 92, 81-83): (81) wa'agCalu[uqraiahd 'uddatan 'iifa !Jiftu baiyiita
"amri» Curjali (82) fa'aqri muhaggida rjaifi l-humiimi sulban. laka
'antarisa l-mafi,ali. Abicht, in his translation (p. 57, n. 7), interprets
"am» 'udiil, which is used interchangeably with humiim in this
passage, as "Trugbild", the usual expression for which is !Jayal.
We interpret this expression also as "urge, impulse" which drives
a man to undertake journeys into distant places. This urge is felt as
something disturbing and creating difficulties (Curjal) as long as it
remains unsatisfied, and one is occasionally afraid of its appearance
(see below). That we do not deal with "care, worry" in the two
quoted passages is shown not only by the preceding passages (see
especially the lines of Ma 'n b. 'Aus, quoted above, p. 57) but also
by various other considerations: first by the fact that hamm, pl.
humiim, is used interchageably with "amr ; further by the fact that
humiim-and in similar passages also "amr, pl. umiir-is occa­
sionally accompanied by the epithet "far".

One such passage is Labid no. 2, I (Halidi, p. 5, v. I); ra'atni qad
safi,abtu toasalla gismi tilabu n-nazifi,ati mina l-humttmi "She saw
that I had grown thin: the striving for the distant humiim has
emaciated my body". Similarly Du r-Rumma (no. 51, 38) says:
bisuctin Cala 'akwari sudqin ramd bihim raka'a l-fala na'it-humiimi
l-qawaififi "with dishevelled [fellows] on the saddles of wide­
mouthed [camels] which a man whose distant humiim go afar,
makes traverse wide deserts." To this one may compare N aq. 983, I:
[a'in. yaku qaidi radda hammi[arubbamd tanawattu 'atrafa l-humiimi
t-'abi'icidi "and when my shackles hold back my hamm-many a
time I snatched the ends of the distant humiim". We should also
mention'A csa no. 63, 23: ioalaqad 'ufi,zimu l-lubiinaia 'aMi iea'a'ad­
dihimii li'amrin qaififi "and I fill the breasts of my people with
longing and make them forge ahead to a distant "amr" (d. p. 33).

In some passages in which the term fi,aga is used beside, or
instead of, hamm, the occurrence of the impulses is depicted very
vividly by detailing the physiological symptoms which accompany
them. We quote 'A csa no. 10, 18: lacamruka ma saffa l-fata mi#u
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hammihi 'ig,a J:tagatun baina l-J:tayazimi J:taUati "By your life, nothing
consumes a man like his drive (hamm) when a desire (J:taga) takes
up residence in his breast." Cf. also'A <sa no. 13, II: mahlan bunaiya
fa'inna l-mar'a yab <atuhuhammun 'ifl,a !Jiilata l-J:taizuma wa¢-rjila <a
"Slowly, my son, for a drive usually spurs on a man by filling his
breast and his ribs." The view that hamm, the violent drive to
journey into distant lands and to action practically fills the ribs
of a man to bursting, is expressed in the following passage ('A$ma­
<iyat no. 48, 21): 'asaba r-ra'sa 'aiyamun tiwalun wahammun ma
tuballi<uhu ¢-¢ulu<u "What made my hair turn grey are the long
(that is, the many) days and a drive which the ribs cannot contain."

H amm is represented as a supporting companion of the hero in
the following passage ('A <sa no. 13, 24): kaUaftu maghulaha nafsi
wasaya <ani hammi <alaiha 'ifl,a ma 'aluhii lama <a "I have imposed
upon my soul (or: myself) the traversing of its (that is, the desert's)
pathless spaces-and my drive (hamm) accompanied me during this
undertaking (d. 'Antara, Mu'ailaq, v. 73, quoted above p. 48)­
while its (the desert's) mirage glittered [before my eyes]". (Geyer's
interpretation (Waddi< Hurairata, p. 236) " ... -und mein Kummer
begleitete mich dabei- ... " is not acceptable). Hamm, like 'amr
(see above, p. 47), is not only the motive in itself, but also the
psychic energy which results from the impulse and is utilized by
the hero in realizing his intentions.

In the verse of Sammah p. 49, 1, quoted above, p. 57, a man is
represented as deriving his resolution from a dialogue with his soul
and its 'amir (that is, the psychic element which issues a command
to him). Similarly, hamm which spurs a man on to deeds is also
preceded by such an inner dialogue. We quote 'AMal p. 101, 4:
wal-hammu ba'da nagiyi n-nafsi yab<atuhu bil-hazmi wal-'a$ma<ani
l-qalbu wal-J:tafl,aru "And his hamm, after a dialogue with the soul
(more literally: following the hidden adviser of the soul), as well as
his keen intellect, his heart (that is, his courage) and his caution
make him proceed energetically." Cf. also Farazdaq, ed. Boucher,
p. 152, 3: toalammii ra'aitu n-nafsa siira nagiyuha 'ila <azimatin
min wara'i q,ulu<i ... "After I saw that my "inner adviser" (that is,
my dialogue with my soul) behind my ribs had arrived at energetic
resolutions ... ". The nagiy an-nafs, or nagiy al-hamm, is in these
cases simply identical with the hamm in the sense of impulse or
intention. Cf. Hutai:«, no. 9, 6-7 (ZDMG 46,218), where the element
of torment in this unrealized drive to a journey designated as nagiy



HEROIC MOTIVES IN EARLY ARABIC LITERATURE 6r

al-hamm is especially prominent (d. ibid. v. 8-9, and the preceding
vv. r-a). Finally we refer to Labid no. 40, 62-63: ... (62) wakallif
nag:iya l-hammi 'in kunta raf:i,ila (63) taiiha sifdrin. "', where
Huber-Brockelmann's translation: " ... lass deine geheimen Plane
ausfiihren ... " hardly does justice to the meaning of nagiy al­
hamm in such contexts.

We have met already with f:i,aga and its pluralf:i,ag, beside hamm,
in two passages quoted above (Far. 2r4, II, above p. 56, and A 'sa
ro, r8, quoted p. 59). I:laga, pl. f:i,agat and f:i,ag, in contexts of this
kind, does not mean a desire for a concrete object; rather, it has a
generical meaning, comparable with hamm and "am» in the sense
discussed here, and thus means"drive for action" . We also refer to
Mufar:f4aliyat no. 75, 24: 'aqrji bihii f:i,agati (= humumi) ... "with
her (that is, with the described she-camel) do I accomplish my
desires ... ". Cf. also Ifassd»: b. '[iibi! no. r07, 3; Farazdaq (Boucher)
p. r90, 4. Another passage relevant here is Labid no. 39, 40: fama­
c!aina [aqadainii nagif:i,an ... , which Huber-Brockelmann translate
"Da zogen wir weiter und fiihrten eine mit Erfolg gekronte That
aus auf einer Wahlstatte, in bezug auf welche gefragt werden wird:
'Was hat er get han ?' (d.h. noch lange wird man sich von unseren
Thaten dort erzahlen)." Instead of nagif:i,an, we must follow the
marginal gloss, read f:i,agana and consequently translate: "We
proceeded energetically and satisfied our desire [namely] a battle,
concerning which one asks: 'What has it effected?'." The phra­
se faqac!aina f:i,agana in this context may be compared with
sa'aqc!i f:i,agati in v. 35 of Zuhair's Mu'allaqa which we must interpret
as follows: "I shall satisfy my desire [for battle]."

Identical in meaning with f:i,aga in the sense discussed is lubiina,
"yearning, longing", in 'A 'sa no. 63, 23 (where it appears beside
"amr, see above p. 59) and in verse 54 of Labid's Mu'allaqa where
it is accompanied by f:i,aga: (53) fabitilka ... (54) 'aqrji l-lubiinata 'an
'ufarri!a ribatan 'au 'an yaluma bif:i,iigatin luwwiimuha. Noldeke
(Funf Mo'uilaqdt, II, p. 6r) renders it as follows: "Mit der [Kamelin]
. .. erreiche ich ... mein Verlangen, ohne zu wenig zu thun aus
innerer Unruhe oder weil etwa jemand aus irgend einer Absicht
Tadel aussprechen mochte," with the explanatory remark (ibid.,
p. 84): "Man erwartet lif:i,agatin." Disagreeing with Noldeke we
feel constrained to consider f:i,aga here as identical in meaning with
lubana and translate the line as follows: "With her ... I satisfy
my longing (that is, my desire to travel afar) without letting myself
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be held back by hesitation or by the fact that the carpers (that is,
the carping, anxious women) object to the urge (to go afar)."

Frequently, a shift in the meaning of hamm can be observed­
and the same is true of 'amr. It is especially clear in some passages
where humum, or 'amr, pl. 'umur, is accompanied by the epithet
"distant". We refer to the passages quoted above p. 59. H amm,
pl. humum-and the same is true of 'amr-is not an abstract
noun here in the sense of "striving, drive, intention", but
rather means the object of the drive. This meaning of hamm derives,
of course, from its abstract meaning. The term is, of course, used in
this sense also without the accompanying epithet "distant", cf.,
e.g., lJiitim at-Tii'i, p. 26, 9: walilliihi $u(lukun yusiiwiru hammahi:
"How wonderful is an indigent man who jumps at his hamm (i.e.,
'goal, object')." We may compare with this last example the
following sentence in which hamm is replaced by 'amr (Antara, app.
no. 9, I): walal-mautu !Jairun lil-jatii min /:tayiitihi 'idii lam yatib
liPamri 'illii biqii'idi "Truly, death is better for a man than life,
if he jumps at the 'amr only with the help of someone who directs
him." In the same sense of "goal, object", 'amr also appears in the
following line of 'A(sa, no. 52, 30: jihii (atiidun 'iq, gadaut« (alii
l-t amri wajihii gur'atun ... "In her (i.e., my she-camel) is readiness,
whenever I set out in the morning towards the 'amr, and boldness
is in her ... ". The same meaning of 'amr is apparent in another line
of 'A (sa (no. 28, 15): jamii wagadatka l-harb« 't·q, [urra niibuha
(alii Pamri na'<dsan. (alii kulli marqadi "And the war-when it
shows its teeth-does not find you sleepy with respect to 'amr on
some couch." Or 'A!Jtal p. 87, 6: wajaliiti(n) ... qad gubtuhii lammii
tateaqqada /:tarruhii 'inni kaq,iika (alii Pumuri hagumu "Through
many a desert have I galloped at the hour of the greatest heat: truly,
thus I storm towards the 'umur." Cf. also 'Antara app. no. 9, 2

(see verse I of the same poem above) : ja(iilig gasimiiti Pumuri walii
takun habita l-ju'iidi ... "Expose yourself to the serious 'umur (d.
Hamdsa p. 481, v. 4) and don't be weakhearted ... ".

,A mr , pl. 'umur, in the sense usually rendered as "affair, matter",
is thus the serious action of a man, frequently of war-like character,
towards which the energetic intention of a man (his "command to
himself") or a group (a tribe) is directed. This original meaning of
the term appears in various modifications, and its sense and transla­
tion must vary in various contexts. But the usual translation,
"matter, affair" frequently does not fully express its meaning. On



HEROIC MOTIVES IN EARLY ARABIC LITERATURE 63

the other hand, the original full meaning can occasionally entirely
recede into the background and the only remaining meaning is one
for which one can hardly find a better translation than "affair,
matter".

B. Aims and Values of Man's Activity

In my study "On the spiritual background of early Islam and
the history of its principal concepts" (see above p. 1-38) I devoted
a special chapter to the origin of a pair of contrasting concepts,
ad-dunya wal-'a!Jira "this world and the next", which plays
a prominent role in the religious outlook of Islam (v. p. 32-38),
and has, in my opinion, derived from a pair of concepts with
a geographical meaning, ad-dunya teal-ba'ad (or: bu(d) "the vicinity
and the distance", which appears in a line contained in Tarafa's
Diwan (ed. Ahlwardt, no. 3,6, quoted also below p. 67). We pointed
out that these concepts as used in that passage-though their
original concrete geographical meanings are integrally preserved­
include abstract meanings which characterize human life according
to early Arab conception: dunya "nearness", that is, "a life of
security, pleasure and tranquillity", and bu(d (or, as it appears in
our verse, ba(ad) "distance", that is, "a life of wandering, hardship
and danger in pursuit of manly aims (including marauding and
conquering expeditions)".

To describe the further development of this pair of contrasting
concepts, we quoted, among others, the following verse (Ibn Hisiim,
p. 656, 12), in which the poet exhorts the Quraisites to follow
Muhammad: fadinu lahu bil-haqqi tagsum 'umurukum watasmu
mina d-dunya 'ila kulli mu"zam». We interpreted the passage as
follows: "Submit (i.e., adhere) to him, as duty demands it (or: in
truth), and your affairs will be great and you will rise from that
which is near (i.e., from the near-by region) to everything that is
momentous (i.e., serious, terrible)."

A. Guillaume, in his translation of Ibn Hisarn's, translates
the verse thus: "Obey him in truth and your fame will grow
and you will attain the greatest heights." He has apparently
omitted in his translation the important phrase mina d-dunya.
However, Guillaume's translation is essentially identical with
Gustav Weil's earlier rendering of the line, although the latter
has included the phrase in his translation: "Folget ihm, in Wahr­
heit, ihr werdet an Ansehen gewinnen und die hochste Ehre
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dieser Welt erreichen." It is obvious that Weil interpreted min in
mina d-dunva in a partitive sense ("of") and considered mina
d-dunya as dependent on kulla mu"zamin, and we must assume that
Guillaume presupposed the same construction of the passage. In
reality, min expresses "distance" ("from") and is the opposite of -aa
"to": mina d-dunya and 'ila kulli mu"zamin. are both dependent on
the verb tasmii .

We tried, in our study just mentioned, to clarify each of the
expressions which make up the verse, and to illumine them by citing
a number of other passages from the oldest literature. For our
present purpose, we are mainly interested in the second half of the
line. We summarize briefly our explanatory remarks in the earlier
study. We pointed out that our line must be compared with
Tarafa no. 3,6 (see above p. 63 and below p. 67) and that there, too,
dunya, beside its explicit meaning of "proximity, neighborhood,
near-by region", implies the secondary meaning, which is so much
more pronounced in our passage: "life of security, pleasure, tran­
quillity" .

We showed further by adducing parallel passages (v. above, p. 34­
36) that mu':;am, in our passage, has the meaning of "danger;
trying experience; dangerous, difficult undertaking" and that
mu'flam, which is the contrasting concept to dunya in our passage, is
almost entirely analogous to harb "war", the opposite of dunya in
another passage ('A$ma'iyiit no. 32,1). Our main conclusion
regarding the idea implied in our verse was: "The importance of the
achievements of both the individual and the group is measured by
the amount of danger inherent in the experience which they en­
counter, and by the degree of fortitude and self-sacrifice they display
in the face of their experiences."

It is our intention here to support, by adducing further reasons,
our contention that this thought which we encounter in early Islam
in connection with Muhammad's leader personality represents an
idea which is characteristic of early Arab society. The thought which,
in our interpretation, is expressed by the above (Islamic) verse,
appears again and is expressed very clearly, almost emphatically, in
a line from the Diwan of Nabiga (no. 27, 19): yuqadna maca mri'in
yada'u l-huwainci waya'midu lil-muhimmciti l-'i:;cimi. We think that
H. Derenbourg has not expressed the real meaning of this line in
his translation (jAs., 6me serie, t. 12, p. 346): " ... conduite par
un heros qui ne se repose jamais, preoccupe de questions graves et
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importantes". We must translate as follows: "[The horses] are led
[by riders who sit on them or ride on camels beside them] in the
company (or: under the leadership) of a man who leaves leisurely
life and goes forth towards momentous, dangerous affairs."

This agrees entirely with what the passage from Ibn Hisam says
(as we interpret it), and confirms our conclusion drawn from it.
The verb 'amada li, "to go forth towards (something)", clearly
indicates a conscious intention, a striving for something-as
opposed to chance or external compulsion. It is this conscious
striving that prompts the Arab hero to face the dangers of
war.

The phrase al-muhimmat al-'i;am expresses perfectly the danger
which is inherent in those momentous affairs one wants to encounter
and the compulsion to fight this danger (muhimma "oppressing
affair" and"affair imposing effort"), and thus confirms the meaning
which we, on the basis of other passages, assigned to the word
mu';am in the line from Ibn Hisiim, Moreover, 'amada li stresses
not only the conscious intention in the striving after dangerous
affairs, it also implies-an idea most explicitly stated in the passage
from the Diwan of Tarafa (... mina d-dunya >ila l-ba 'ad)-that these
dangers are to be sought in distant regions.

The same idea of an intentional seeking out of a difficult situation
underlies also the following passage (IJassan b. Tabit no. 13, 24):
nul:tawilu l-t amra l-muhimma !;itabuhu fihim wanahilu kulla "amrin.
mu'rjili "We are eager to lay our hands on that 'thing' with them
(that is, with our tribe) the handling of which burdens (one) with
care, and we disentangle all difficult (tangled) 'things'" (d.
above p. 63).

In the passages which formed the starting-point of our considera­
tions (Tarafa no. 3, 6; Ibn Hisam 656, 12; >A$ma'iyat no. 32, 1)
the concept of a leisurely, quiet life, as contrasted with the danger
in the distance, was expressed by the original geographical term
dunya "nearness", that is, "staying at home". In the passage Ndb.,
no. 27, 19, which we adduced as further evidence for the idea under
consideration, we find a different expression for the same concept:
huwaina, which has no original geographical meaning. For huwaina
in this usage we refer, further, to Mufarf4aliyat no. 2,7 which clearly
contains a thought very similar to the one discussed here:
>ida l-mar'u lam yagsa l-karihata >ausakat l:tibiilu l-huwaina bil-fata
>an taqatta'a "If a man does not (out of his own volition) set out
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towards what is difficult and dangerous, the ropes of ease will very
soon break for this man";'

Another passage which, in our opinion, also expresses the idea
of the intentional seeking out of heroic deeds which involve danger,
is the following verse of Hatim at-Ta'I (no. 42, 40): 'ida ma ra'ii
yauman makiirima "a'radat tayammama kubrahunna iumma ta­
$ammama "Whenever he sees opportunities for glorious deeds
coming up [while on his way, so to speak], he takes the road towards
the greatest of them and stakes all his energy on it." We may also
cite a line from a famous poem in the IYiwan of Imru'ul-Qais (no.
5, 7): wa'arkabu jil-luhami l-magri [tatta "andla makdrirna l-quhami
r-rigabi " ... and I ride at the head of (or: with) the great army
until I get hold of [the opportunities for] glorious deeds [presented
by] the desired (or: voracious?) perils."

The seeking out of danger and the striving for glorious deeds
which are so characteristic of the Arab here are bound up with his
longing for distant regions and with the raids and other warlike
enterprises which take up a great part of his life. It is the realization
of this ideal which is held out as a prospect to the Quraisites in the
above-quoted line (v, p. 63) from Ibn Hiiiim, if they obey (or:
adhere to) the Prophet (tadinu lahu,). That this ideal of facing danger
and warlike action is realized through the community's following
a chosen leader, is a special and important aspect of this old-Arab
desire. In the Islamic passage just referred to, this adherence to a
leader is expressed by the verb dana (nomen actionis din) "to
follow, to adhere to, to submit to" (that is, for the purpose of
warlike activities; see our study "On the spiritual background ... ",
above, p. 34); and the same expression appears in Ibn Hisam p. 145
(quoted above p. 39), also in connection with warlike activities,
with respect to Allah and the pagan gods ('a'alja rabbin 'am
rabban wa[tidan 'adinu ...).

But the community's following a leader for the purpose of his
warlike enterprises is also designated by other expressions. A very
characteristic one we consider the concept of nasr, nusra "help
(rendered by an ally)" and of 'an$ar "helpers (allies)". We find a
literary evidence for this idea contained in the concept of 'an$ar
in the Diwan of Tarafa (no. 3, 7). We quote this line together with

1 Lyall renders: "Yea, when a man faces not boldly the ugly things that
come, the cords of quietness soon will snap, and his peace decay". Gaii ya
(originally: "to cover") means: "(intentionally) to go towards (to seek) ... ".
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the lines preceding it: (I) warakubin ta'zifu l-ginnu biM qabla harja
l-g:ili min 'ahdi "abad ... (4) qad tabauant« bitirfin haikalin ...
(5) qa'idas: qudddma J:taiyin ... gairi >ankasin wala wuglin rufud
(6) nubala>u s-sa'yi min gurtumatin tatruku d-dunya watanmi lil­
ba'ad (7) yaza'una l-gahla fi maglisihim wahum >an!:jaru rji l-J:tilmi
s-samad "(I) Into many a riding alley (or: canyon?) in which the
Jinns whisper-since long before this generation, since age-old
time ... (4) have I plunged, on a noble horse, of mighty build ...
(5) leading [it] at the head of a troop .,. no cowards nor weaklings
-supporters. (6) [They are] men of noble striving, [sprung) from a
stern which leaves proximity and grows forth into the distance.
(7) They suppress unruliness in their council(s) and they are the
Helpers of the man of prudence (and of manly self-control), of the
lord."

We infer from line 7 the existence of an attitude which is very
characteristic for the old-Arab era (especially for the era of paganism)
which one might call a social ideal. The Arab of that time was
inspired by an ideal, an urge to be the protector, aid and ally of the
halim. or rju l-J:tilmi, that is, the man of moderation and prudence,
the person who with manly gravity strives for the realization of the
genuine aspirations of the Arab man. This ideal man represents the
ideal of the leader, that is, of the man who leads the men of his
tribe into distant regions in warlike enterprises or other dangerous
expeditions. In our poem, the rju l-J:tilmi is identical with the speaker
(that is, the poet himself), who describes himself as a fearless leader,
who rides at the head of a troop of grave and daring men in their
wanderings into distant lands. The idea of nasr, nusra "help" and
>an!:jar "helpers", who consider it as their ineluctable duty to aid
the halim, the serious-minded, prudent man, in the realization of
his war obligation and his social ideals (described by the term
mura:« "virtus"; d. below p. 72) is a distinctive trait of ancient
Arab society.

In the passage Ibn Hisiim, p. 656, I2 (discussed above p. 63) the
QuraiSites are exhorted to follow the Prophet, that is, to aid him
through accomplishment in war. This attitude, called din (fadinu
lahul in the passage, is identical with the activity engaged in by
the "ansii», in our just-discussed passage, the nasr, nusra, "help",
in its distinctive sense.

Also the adherents of the Prophet from the people of Medina are
called >an!:jar. The same expression is also used in the Qur>an for



68 HEROIC MOTIVES IN EARLY ARABIC LITERATURE

the disciples of Jesus (Sura 3, 45; 61, 14). In the opinion of
A. Sprenger (Leben und Lehre des Mohammed, II, 533), A. Fischer
(ZDMG 74,436 ff.), J. Horovitz (Koranische Untersuchungen, p. 99­
100) andA. Wensinck (Acta Orienialia, II, 1924, p. 196-197) the term
was first used by Muhammad with reference to Jesus' disciples (see
below p. 70) and then extended by him to designate his adherents
from Medina; a similar opinion is held by H. Reckendorf (Encyclo­
pedia of Islam, article 'an~ar). Sprenger, Fischer and Horovitz
conjecture, further, that the designation 'an~ar for Jesus' disciples
was suggested to Muhammad by the term nasiirii, or Hebrew
n6~ertm, for "Christians".

The reputation of the inhabitants of Medina as the 'an~ar

("helpers") of the Prophet is sufficiently justified by the fact that
they have "sheltered and helped (protected)" him ('awau wana~aru,

Sura 8, 72) in a critical period of his career.
The verb nasara ("helped") (nomen actionis: nasr, nu~ra) is a

very common word in the Qur'an: it is identical in meaning with its
usage in old and pre-Islamic Arabic as a secular term for "help",
especially in the sense of assistance in war or danger. Since the
inhabitants of Medina gave aid and protection to the Prophet, it
was natural for them to be called his "ansd». And the fact that this
general epithet which could be applied to any other group of his
adherents became the name of these helpers from Medina, must also
be considered as a natural development which has its parallels in
other cases. To give only one of many relevant examples: we refer
to the designation SiCa "companions, helpers, allies" for the follow­
ers of CAli whichis of later origin and was equally apt for any other
group and, in its original meaning, is kindred to the concept of
)an:;ar (see below p. 73).

The ascription of this epithet to the Prophet's followers from
Medina and the fact that they were proud of this mark of esteem,
must be related with the fact that already as early as in pre-Islamic
times the Arabs aspired to the high ideal to be the 'an~iir of a man
of outstanding qualities. The concept of )an:;ar which in this case
was applied to the adherents of the Prophet from Medina, was the
symbol of a social ideal transmitted from Arab antiquity.

The authors mentioned above considered the use of the
word )an~ar as a designation for Jesus' disciples as the basis for its
application to the Prophet's adherents from Medina. The identical
appellation of these two groups is certainly not due to chance,
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although a transfer of this epithet from the former group to the
latter, as assumed by these authors, is out of the question.

As we have already pointed out above, in the case of the Prophet's
adherents from Medina, the application of this term is sufficiently
explained by specific and well-known events in the life of Muham­
mad and in the early history of Islam. As to Muhammad's use of
the word as a designation for Jesus' disciples, this is a purely
associational application of the >an$iir-concept, the concept of the
relation between a leader and his followers in Arab society. In
applying to Jesus and his disciples the concept of >an$iir and thus
-unhistorically-ascribing to them a typically Arab social relation­
ship, Muhammad has just voiced his impression that there was an
analogy in Jesus' relationship to his disciples and his own relation­
ship to his helpers.

In Muhammad's view, the prophets who preceded him were
engaged in continuous fights for the purpose of spreading their
teachings, much like those wars which he himself was forced to wage
against his pagan opponents, and, like himself, made use of the
active assistance of their followers. As an example, we quote here
a passage from the Qur>an (Sura 3, 140)-part of an exhortation in
which the Prophet incites his believers to fight fearlessly-: wa­
ka>aiyin min nabiyin qiiiala ma'aM;' ribbiyuna ka[irun famii wahanu
limii >a$iibahum fi sabili ust« wamii (ja'ufu wamii stakiinu waUiihu
yul}ibbu $-$iibirina "And many a prophet there was on whose side
many myriads had fought-they did not lose their strength
under the impact of what befell them for the sake of God, and they
did not become weak nor faint-hearted, and God loves the stead­
fast people."

The central importance of the concept of 'an$ar which originated
among the Arab pagans and lived on in Islam, is also apparent from
the fact that, besides being used as a designation of the believers
in Islam in their relation to Muhammad or of Jesus' disciples, it is
also applied to describe the relation of the believers (in Muhammad
or Jesus) to God. In the passages which illustrate this latter meaning,
it appears in close connection with the earlier meaning. We quote
Sura 3,45: [alammd "ahassa elsii minhumu l-hufra qiila man >an$iiri
>ilii Uiihi qiila l-['tawiiriyuna nal}nu >ansdr« Uiihi >iimannii biUiihi
washad bi>anna muslimicno. "When Jesus felt their unbelief (that is,
of the sons of Israel), he said: 'Who are my helpers [on the way]
to God ?'. Thereupon the apostles answered: 'We are God's helpers.
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We believe in God. Testify that we are 'Muslims'!'." Also Sura
61, 14: Ya 'aiyHha lladina 'amanu kunu 'an$ara llahi kama qdla
elsa bnu Maryama lil-hateiiriyina man 'an$ari 'ila llahi qdla
l-f:i,awariyuna naf:i,nH "ansdru. llahi [a'iimanai ta'ijatHn min bani
'Lsrii'ila wakajarat ta'ijatHn ja'aiyadna lladina 'amanu 'ala 'adu­
wihim ja'a$baf:i,u ~ahirina "Ye believers, be God's helpers, as when
Jesus, Mary's son, said to the Apostles: 'Who are my helpers [on
the way] to God ?', the Apostles answered: 'We are God's helpers'.
One group of the sons of Israel believed, while another group
disbelieved. And We (that is, God) strengthened those who believed,
against their enemies, and they became victorious."

The idea that God receives help from his believers occurs not
only in the Qur'an, but also in non-Quranic literature. We quote
here only the lines (Ibn Hisiim, p. 871, 17-18) in which Saddad b.
'Arid al-Gusami (see Ibn al-Kalbi, Kitab al-t asndm, ed. Ahmed
Zeki Pasha, p. 17), after the destruction of al-Lats temple through
Mug-ira, advises the Taqifites against returning to al-Lat and taking
her side: (1) la tan$HrU l-Ldia 'inna lliiha mHhlikHha wakaifa YHn$arH
man hHwa laisa yantasiru (2) 'inna llati hurriqa: bis-suddi fasta'aiat
walam tHqatil ladd 'aMariha hadaru "Don't help al-Lat, for God
will certainly destroy her! How should one be helped (by 'an$ar,
allies) who does not defend himself? She who was burned by fire
and stood in flames without fighting for her stones (that is, the place
of her cult), is without worth"." Our passage deals with the help
rendered by men to a godhead in her fight. The same is implied in
the expression 'an$aYH llahi "helpers of God" (see above). However,
the passage states also that the deity is expected to defend himself
his most precious possession, his abode, and thus to fight himself,
exactly as any true Arab would do." A deity as a fighter is also

1 Guillaume, in his translation of Ibn Hisam's Sira, has based his trans­
lation of this passage on the corrupt reading iualasn yuqiitil . . . (d. Wellhausen,
Reste arab is chen Heidenthumes, p. 26) instead of following the text of the
edition of Kitiib al-tasndm,

2 For this latter idea, we may compare the verse in which <Abdalrnuttalib,
seizing the ring of the door of the Ka 'ba, implores God to help him against
-Abraha and his army (Ibn Hisarn, Sira, p. 35, I = Tabari, Annates, I 940,
13): liih.umma 'inna l-sabda yamnasu rahlahii [amna: haldla]: [Tabarl with
the reading al-mar?a for al-iabda'; "0 God, the 'servant' (that is, the compa­
nion, follower; variant: 'the man') defends his abode, therefore you, too,
must defend your home." Cf. also ibid., p. 34, II: 'inni 'ana rabbu l-'ibili
wa'inna lil-baiti rabban sa-yamna-uhii "I am the master of the camels, and
'the House' (i.e., the Ka 'ba) also has a master who will defend it." For the
concept of 'abd d. Orientalia, 22/1953; p. 17, n. 3.



HEROIC MOTIVES IN EARLY ARABIC LITERATURE 71

presupposed in a similar verse in which the Sulaimite turns to the
goddess al-cUzza when Halid b. al-Walid was approaching with the
intention of destroying the 'Uzza-Temple (Ibn Hisdm, p. 839, 20­
840, 1). Cf. also the words directed by 'Amr b. al-Gamiih to his idol
(ibid., p. 304, 1): ... fa'in kana [ika !Jairun [amtani' fahadii s-saifu
ma'aka " ... and if you have some worth (literally: if something
good is in you, that is, if you are a man), defend yourself! Here
is a sword!".

The hero-like character of God's fighting is also expressed in the
passage Ibn Hisiim, p. 434, 12-14 (based on Sura 5, 27): "Thereupon
al-Miqdad b. 'Amr got up and said: 'God's messenger! go, take up
what God has commanded you to do!, and we are with you. We
do not say to you, what the sons of Israel have said to Moses: Go,
you and your Lord, and fight! and we stay at home. But: Go, you
and your Lord, and fight!, and we will fight with you'."

Indeed, God, no less than the Prophet, needs the help of his
believers in his wars. See, e.g., Ka'b b. Malik in Ibn Hisam, 702, 1:

. .. linansura ' A hmadan. wallaha !Jatta nakicna 'ibiida sidqin.
mu!Jli?ina " . " so that we may help Ahmad and God, in order to
be true servants (that is, helpers, followers)". In the passages Sura
22,40: tealayansuranna llahu man yan?uruhu "God will certainly help
those who help Him", and Sura 47, 7: ya 'aiyuhii lladina 'amanu
'in tan?uru lliiha yansurkscm wayutbit "aqdiimakam. "Believers! when
you help God, He will help you and strengthen your feet", the
phrase "to help God" is not merely a concrete way of saying "to
side with the cause of God, that is, of Islam" ; it also indicates that
God wages a war in which He Himself fights, but for whose success­
ful prosecution He also requires, as anybody else in Arab society
who is engaged in a war, the help of followers who have pledged
themselves to Him.

The motif of "God's people coming to God's help in His wars" in
early Islam has a parallel in oldest Israelite literature. The idea
appears in a most clear manner in Deborah's song (Judges V, 23):
" 'Curse ye Meroz', said the angel of the Lord, ' ... because they
came not to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord among the
heroes (... ki 10 Qa'u zeegzrat YHWH ... baggibborim)' ". The idea of
"God's people coming to His help in His wars" in the (later) Arab­
Islamic sources should be identified with the same idea in old-Isra­
elite literature and thus be considered as a "survival" of an ancient
Semitic attitude.
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This leads back to those passages in Arabic poetry (see above,
p. 40) in which the fighting for Allah is contrasted with the fighting
in behalf of the pagan gods.

Of course, not only does God fight with the help of his believers,
he is also on his part their strongest helper in their fights (d. the
passages quoted above). His nasr, "help", reaches his believers
during their fights (Sura lIO, I): 'iif,ii gii'a nasrti lliihi iual-fatb«
"when God's help and victory comes" (d. iif,a gii'a 'amrunii = "amru.
lliihi, Sura 23, 27, and see above p. 55).

It is worth noticing that analogously the leader in the early
Islamic period, the Prophet, not only requires the help of his
adherents but, as Allah, is also called their helper: a role which, in
some of the passages which contain the idea, is expressed by the
word teazir, d. e.g. (Ibn Hisiim, p. 701, 14): wakiina lanii n-nabiyu
toazira sidqin. "and the Prophet was our true helper". Also (ibid.,
p. 659, 4): waGassiinu l-fi,umiitu muwiiziruhu calii l-'acdii'i wahuwa
lahum waziru " ... and the Cassanite heroes were his (that is, the
Prophet's) helpers against the enemies, and he was their helper".

The concept of "help", aid and support as a duty, especially in
war, must be considered as a basic social motive in old-Arab life,
and the important role which this motive has played in early Islam,
has not been sufficiently stressed. This holds both for the fights of
the early Muslims against the pagans and for the subsequent strife
of the various religious-political groups within Islam.

This social motive is, as we tried to explain above (p. 67), based on
the idea that a man must neither be indifferent nor limit himself
to mere theoretical approval of ideas and undertakings which, in the
early Arab view, were considered as useful and commendable-not
only warlike aims, but all those activities comprised by the term
muru'a, "virtus". Rather, he must do everything in his power to
support the man who pursues these aims as his task, and, if neces­
sary, sacrifice his life for them. With reference to early Islam, this
idea is clearly expressed in the following passage-to quote
only one of many relevant ones-c-Ial-Waqidi, Kitiib al-magiizi, ed.
von Kremer, p. 259, 2): Yii ma'sara Y'ahiida walliihi 'innakum
lata 'lamiona?anna M uhammadan. lanabiyun tea' annanasrahic 'alaikum
lahaqqan. "You Jews, you know that Muhammad is a prophet,
and that it is your duty to help him (that is, as his followers in war)".1

1 The importance of the concept of "help" and "helper" is attested to by
a great number of more or les synonymous terms which make their appear-
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The Arab hero is continuously active. This activity consists partly
in undertakings in which he engages on his own initiative, but with
the help of others, partly in the help which he renders to others.
Cf. Hamiisa, p. 702, V. 2: lam "ara ma'saran. kaBani $uraimin ...
'aktara nasi'an mi!Jraqa harbin. yu'inu 'ala s-siyadati 'au yasud«
"I never saw people like the Banii Suraim ... richer in young men,
'whirligigs' of war, who either help others to become rulers or rule
[themselves]." Cf. furthermore Labid, no. 53, 10: waj'al bimdlika ma
badii laka 'in mu'anan 'au mu'ina "Do with your property what you
like: either with the assistance of others, or assisting others." We refer
to our discussion of the concept "a'iina [uliinan. 'ala muru'atihi "he
helped So-and-So to exercise his mura:«, his 'virtus''', above
p. 7. This idea occurs repeatedly, with variations.

The idea that man receives help by one or several "helpers" is so
basic in Arab thinking that even the activity drive itself and the
energy which results from it (hamm, "amr, see p. 58-60) is con­
ceived as an external helper accompanying and aiding him.
This is expressed by various derivatives from the root sy'; 'asya'
and siCa ("supporting companions"), synonyms of 'an$ar, are some
of the more frequently used. We refer to the verse of 'A 'sa 13, 24
(quoted above p. 60): wasaya'ani hammi ... " ... and my
drive accompanied me ", and to a similar passage in the Mu(al-
laqa of 'Antara, v. 73 (79) (quoted above p. 48). Cf. also 'Alqarna
no. 13, 73 (= Mujaq,q,aliyat 817, 7): waqad gadaut« (ala qirni
yusayyi(uni mddin. 'a!Ju iiqatin bil-!Jairi mausumu "So many a time
have I set out in the early morning to meet my adversary while
my bold, reliable [heart] accompanied me ... ". The idea of being
accompanied, during a dangerous undertaking (campaign, etc.), by
one's own drive (or heart, that is: courage) like by a helper with
his own, separate personality, is vividly indicated in the epithet
muiaiya' "accompanied (by one's drive)" ascribed to the hero (or
his heart); it may freely be translated by "courageous". Cf. Ibn
Hisam 147, 9; 792, 12; Laila al-'Ahyaliya in t!ansa"s Diiodn, ed.
Cheikho, rst ed., p. II3, last line. We quote 'A$ma(iyat 46,22:

ance already in the era of early Islam. In historic literature which deals
with the strife of factions within Islam in the first decades after Muhammad's
death, these expressions frequently appear together in an almost formula­
like manner. We give here one example of such a string of synonyms for
the concept of "helper", which also includes an expression of later origin
(surja). Baladurl, "Astsiib al-tasrd], V, 253, 10; tuabalaga l-Mu!Jtara rjalika
[aqiila li'ao;[1,abihi yii rahla d-diniwa'a'wiina l-haqqi wa'ano;iira d-da'ifi wasi'ata
r-Rasiili wa'iili r-Rasidi wasurjata lliihi.. . .
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gauwiibu >audiyatin bigairi f;alJiibatin musaiya(~t "He is one who
traverses canyonswithout companions, a courageous one (literally:
one accompanied [by his courage] )." Cf., further, Sanfara, Lamiyat al­
(A b f > 'id v· (" h t " 1ra ,v. II: ... u a unmusatya un . . , .. a courageous ear ....

The close connection of the concepts of "war" and "help", is
illustrated by the fact that the concept of "victory" is expressed by
the word nasr "help" (here a passive infinitive: "to be [or: have
been] helped, assisted"), and the concept of "victorious" by the
word manf;ur "helped".

The usual explanation for the use of the word nasr for "victory"
derives this usage from the idea that victory is a result of the help
rendered by the gods (d. Wellhausen, Reste arabischen Heiden­
thumes, p. 181, and n. I). In Wellhausen's opinion, this help of the
gods which is so instrumental in achieving victory is effected by
the prayers for help directed to them which form an essential part
of their religious cult.

In Arab antiquity, warlike activities are usually conducted only
with "help",-in the first place, naturally, with plain, ordinary
human help. Normally, everybody fights with his 'an~ar, 'asyii'<,
etc. Victory is, accordingly, unthinkable without this help of allies;
on the other hand, it may seem certain in advance if one has suitable
>an;;iir at one's disposal. We quote a passage from the Diwan of
Nabiga which deals with pre-Islamic conditions (no. I, 8-9):
(8) ioatiqtu. lahu binnasri 'irj qila qad gazat katii'ibu min Gassiina
gairu 'asii'ibi (9) banu (ammihi dunyii ioa'Amr« bmt(Amirin 'ulii'ika
qaumun ba'suhum. gair« kiirjibi "I am certain of his (that is, of the
Cafnid 'Amr b. al-Harits) victory (literally: help, or: being helped),
since they say: Troops of horsemen of the Cassan, no vagabonds
(aliens, that is: cowards) have set out on an expedition, [namely]
his close cousins and 'Amr b. (Amir: these are people whose bravery
does not fail.'

Victory is here attributed directly to the bravery of those who
go to war to assist the king and who, although his fellow-tribesmen
and subjects, must, in accordance with the original Arab conception
of such a relationship, be considered as his 'anf;iir "helpers". Of
course, the help of the gods also contributes to victory, just as
provided in the general idea of nasr, according to which both gods

1 We cannot accept G. Jacob's interpretation (Schanfarii-Studien I, 52)
who derives the expression from saiya'a in the sense of "to kindle a fire" and
translates it as "angefeuert, zur Kampflust entflammt".
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and men fight and "help". In its original connotation, the help
given by the gods in battle cannot be considered as a consequence
of the prayer directed to them; in other words, it is not an act of
grace. Rather, invoking the gods' help in battle is a special (and
rather outstanding) case of that appeal for active help directed to
allies during an emergency examples of which are numerous in the
literature. Victory itself is a consequence of the help rendered to
those who wage war by their helpers, whether human or divine.

In our discussion of this concept of nasr (m'$ra), the designation
of the Prophet's adherents from Medina as his "ansii«, "helpers (in
war) ," was a fact of special importance. Equally interesting in this
context was for us Muhammad's "unhistorical" application of this
term to the disciples of ] esus.

This early Islamic conception of the relationship between Jesus
and his disciples may have some parallels in the interpretation of
the same relationship by Christian peoples in the early periods of
their Christianization. To use the example of an early Christian
society which is also genealogically related to the Arab: in the
Ethiopic translation of the New Testament, the disciples of Jesus
are not designated by a term derived from a root which denotes
teaching and learning (e.g., mehur) , but rather 'arda't, literally
"helpers". The root from which this word derives is one of a series
of synonymous South-Semitic roots which, as nsr, express the con­
cept of "help". The root rd: appears, besides in the Ethiopic
language, also in Old-South-Arabic with the same meaning (espec­
ially in the sense of "help" or "helpers" in war, "followers"), but
occurs also in the "classical" North-Arabic (cf., e.g., rid' "help",
e.g. in the Diwan of Hatim at-Tai, p. 34, 20).

A similar view of the relationship between]esus and his disciples
seems to be apparent in the old Saxon Heliand. We find here a
parallel to the Arabic term 'an$ar in the designation of Jesus'
disciples as gisid6s, that is (originally) "companions on the sid,
the expedition". This term is probably entirely identical with
'asya', a synonym of 'an$ar, which, in addition to its meaning of
"help", also includes the connotation of accompaniment: "helpers
and companions". Also the term jungaron in the Heliand, which
later became the common German designation for disciples,
"]unger", originally meant "servants, helpers (of the Lord)".

A close connection must be posited between the attitude of
allegiance to God and the Prophet as indicated in the concept of
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nasr ("help"), and the idea of "belief", expressed by the term >iman
(finite verb: "dmana, part. mu>min) and "unbelief", expressed in
the term kufr (finite verb: kafara, part. kafir). In my study "On
the spiritual background .. " (see above p. 29) I have tried
to show that the concept of "belief" designated by the term
'iman not only expresses a purely (religious) internal attitude, but
also implies a social relation, a relation of trust, loyalty and
allegiance (in its original, secular sense).

As to the complementary concept of kufr "unbelief", the verb
kafara from which it is derived means, in Arabic as well as in
Aramaic, not only "to be unbelieving, not to recognize, to deny",
but also "to be ungrateful". J. Horovitz, who has inquired into this
concept in his Koranische Untersuchungen, p. 59-60, does not deny
the existence of these two meanings of the concept ("to disbelieve"
and "to be ungrateful") but assumes that only the latter meaning
("to be ungrateful") is genuinely Arabic, and imputes to Muhammad
the creation of its religious meaning, presumably under Jewish
influence. He refers in this connection to the term kofer, kafer
bii<iqqar.

We can prove the existence of a third, specific meaning of kafara
in Arabic. The term may also designate a social relationship: "to
be disloyal to someone, to repudiate someone, to fail to recognize
an obligation towards him". We quote the following passages from
the Sira of Ibn Hisam which imply this meaning of the term:
P. 417, 3-4 (ascribed to Abu Bakr as-Siddiq): (3) fakam qad matainii
jihimi biqariibaiin watarku t-tuqii sai>un lahum gain« kariti (4) fa>in
yargi<u <an kufrihim wa<uquqihim [amii taiyibatu l-lJilli mitlu
[.J;abii>iti. Also p. 516, 5-6 (ascribed to Hamza b. <A bdalmuttalib)
(5): "alam tara "amran. kana min <agabi d-dahri toalil-haini "asbdbwn.
mubaiyinatu l-'amri (6) wama fJaka >illa 'anna qauman "afiidahwm.
falJanu tawa~in bil-<uquqi wabil-kufri. Guillaume translates these
two passages as follows: P. 417, 3-4, "With how many of them have
we ties of kinship, yet to abandon piety did not weigh upon them;
if they turn back from their unbelief and inobedience (for the good
and lawful is not like the abomina ble); ... ". P. 516, 6, "Surely one
of time's wonders (though roads to death are plain to see) is that a
people should destroy themselves and perish by encouraging one
another to disobedience and disbelief." In these two passages, kufr
is clearly used in a sense which is very close to the meaning of
<uquq. The verb 'aqqa, with the nomina actionis 'uqaq, ma'aqqa,
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and the nomen agentis 'aqaq, expresses the idea: "to become
estranged from one's fellow-tribesmen, to renounce one's duties
towards them, to break off the ties to one's relatives", and is the
opposite of barra (nomen actionis: birr, verbal adjective: barr) and
toasala r-rahima (nomen actionis: silat ar-ral:tim). The use of the
noun Cuquq is in accord with the phrase fakam qad matatnii fihimi
biqariibatin in our first quotation which must be rendered as
follows: "How hard have we tried, insisting on our kinship, to
establish ties of love and friendship with them, but to abandon
moral conduct (or: devotion to the ties of kinship) does not weigh
upon them. But if they turn back from their disloyalty and their
breaking off the ties of kinship-well, the permissible good (actions)
are not (to be considered) like the bad ones ... ". The terms of our
second quotation must be rendered accordingly: "Have you not
seen the most wondrous thing of time? ... It is this: that some
people have encouraged each other to disloyalty and the breaking
off of the bonds of kinship and thus have perished." In these two
passages, the refusal of the heathens to join the Muslims and
adherents of Muhammad is considered tantamount to a refusal to
live up to the social duty of loyalty which exists between friendly
tribes.' The duty of loyalty between various groups, clans and
tribes is, in accordance with the conception of all social relation­
ships in the old-Arab view, considered as an obligation which
follows from the relation of consanguity, which often existed only
in the remote past and sometimes is only fictitious.

The meaning of kufr as "disloyalty" in a social sense, "the with­
drawal of allegiance", is also apparent in the following passages in
which kafara appears as the opposite of wafii "to be faithful" (in a
general, secular sense) and of biiya'a "solemnly to take on the
obligation of allegiance (especially for war)", "to pledge oneself".
The first of these passages reads (lfassiin b. '[iibit, no. 175, 9 = Ibn
Hisiim, p. 620, 20): wafau 'irj kafartum yii SalJina birabbikum walii
yastawi cabdun wafii wamu¢icu "They were faithful, while you,
Quraisites, withheld allegiance from your lord (that is, God) ... ".
The second (al-'Abtal, p. 107, 2) refers to conditions of the early
Umaiyad period and reads: ... waQaisu cAiliina l:tattii "aqbali;
raqasan fabiiya'uka gihiiran ba'da mii kafari: "... and the

1 This view can be proved not only for the Muslims, but also for the pagans
in their relations to the Muslims.
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Qais 'Ailan, until they came galloping and openly vowed their
allegiance after having refused it before". In these passages (in­
cluding the passage in which the expression refers to the relation
to God) kujr, kafara, has no religious meaning ("disbelief") nor a
purely intellectual meaning ("not to recognize as true"), rather only
a purely social meaning: "to be unfaithful, to deny allegiance".
However, the term is used here to denote in addition a religious
relationship, by being applied to the relationship between the
pagans and the Muslims and to Allah.

This "social" meaning of kajara also occurs in the Qur)an, e.g.,
Sura 60, 4: qad kiinat lakum )uswatun /:tasanafttn jz 'Tbrdhima
ioalladina ma 'ahu )id qiilu liqaumihim )innii burii)un minkum
wamimmii ia'budiina min duni lliihi kajarnii bikum wabadii bainanii
wabainakumu l-'adiiwatu wal-bag¢ii'u 'abadan !tattii tu)minu billiihi
wa/:tdahu ... "You have a fine example in Abraham and those with
him, as they said to their people : 'We are quits with you and with
what you worship beside God, we repudiate you, from now on there
will be eternal enmity and hatred between us until you believe in
God alone ... ' ."

We can prove this purely social meaning of kajara also in early
secular literature, e.g. in the Diwan of al-'A 'sa, no. 5, 44: Iii tahsi­
banni lakum kiijiran walii tahsibanmi 'uridu. l-giyiirii "Do not believe
that I refuse my allegiance to you (or: that I am unfaithful to you)!
Do not believe that I want to change (that is, that I want to turn
my allegiance to others)!" Giyiir, here: "to change", that is, "to
choose another master, to turn one's allegiance to some one else",
makes it clear that kafara, in this passage, has the meaning "to
deny one's allegiance". One feels tempted to compare with giyiir,
as used in this passage, the meaning of baddala and gaiyara (in an
absolute sense, without object) in the following passage (Ibn Hisdm,
p. 8ro, 1-2): '" jaqiila yii Rasida lliihi 'amii walliihi 'innz lamu'mi­
nun billiihi warasulihZ mii gaiyartu walii baddaliu .,. "... and
(Hatib b. 'Abi Balta 'a) said: 'Messenger of God, truly, by God, I
believe in God and His messenger, I have not changed nor shifted
... '." The social custom of a society according to which the in­
dividual is, as a rule, expected to give allegiance to one master,
but may occasionally shift his allegiance, is here obviously trans­
ferred to the relationship with God. This seems implied in the mode
of expression used in the sentence mii gaiyartu walii baddaltu which
follows upon )innz lamu'minun billiihi warasulihZ as walii ta/:tsibanni
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'uridu l-giyara follows upon la ta!Jsibanni lakum kajiran In the
line of 'A 'sa.

It is more plausible to derive the religious meaning of kafara, "to
be unbelieving, to deny (the existence of God)", from this purely
social meaning just established by the above examples rather than
from the Biblical religions, that is, from Aramaic usage. This more
abstract religious meaning may occasionally include the original
social meaning as well, although this may be difficult to prove in
individual cases. We must also note the combination of kajur with
adjectives like ljauwan or hattar, "treacherous", in the Qur'an (as
in Sura 22, 38; 31, 32). Kajur itself assumes the same meaning or
approaches it. Cf. also Naq. 3So, 1-2 (in a "political" context):
... waman tastahlijhu ya!Junka wayakjurka wayagdirka.

In some of the passages from which we just established the social
meaning of kafara, kujr, this term appears beside 'uquq, a typical,
unequivocal term for breaking off of a family relationship which,
secondarily, may also denote the breaking off of any other relation­
ship based on fidelity. In the following passage in which the Muslims
are upbraided by a pagan with failing to meet their obligation of
loyalty implied in consanguinity ('uquq) , another term appears in
conjunction with it: 'itm.

The sentence in question appears in a passage which seems to
pose some linguistic problems. We therefore translate it in full (Ibn
Hisdm, p. SI8, last line-po SI9, 8): "(I) I marvel about people
whose fool tells a foolish, hateful and untrue story: (2) he sings of
the heroes slain on the day of Badr who followed one another to
death, men of noble deeds, young and old, (3) masiilita bidin. min
gU'abati csuu« mata'ina jilhaiga'i ma!a'ima fil-mahli, noble, bold,
keen heroes, from the leading group of (the clan) [Lu'aiy b.] Galib,l
who will throw spears in battle and in times of drought feed the
hungry. (4) They died while fighting bravely, they did not sell
their kin to strangers, remote from them by residence and descent,
(S) not like you, for whom the Gassan have become close friends in
our stead. What a deed!, (6) 'uquqan wa'itman baiyinan waqaWatan
... in open violation of our kinship and in "culpable behavior" and
in severing the bonds of consanguinity. People of judgement and
understanding recognize how wickedly you have acted in this. (7)
And when people (of us) 'departed' (marJ,au lisabilihim, i.e., have

1 Guillaume translates incorrectly: "The brave swordsman of Lu 'ayy,
Ibn GhiUib".
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perished)-and the best death is death in battle-(8) well, do not
exult that you have killed them ... ". 1

The term 'itm, used here beside 'uquq, has-like the related ex­
pressions ma'tam. and 'atam-the meaning "guilt". Ma'tam appears
beside 'uquq also in v. 20 of the Mu'allaqa of Zuhair: Ja'a$bafttuma
minhii 'alii 1Jairi mautinin ba'idaini JiM min 'uquqin toama'tami,
Cf. moreover Niib. 25, 4: 'aftliimu 'Adin wa'agsiidun muiahharatun.
mina l-ma'aqqaii wal-'iiJiiti wal-'atami "[they possess] minds of the
'Ad (that is, great minds) and bodies pure of violation of the duty
of kinship and of "misfortune" and of "guilt"." Further (Ibn H isam,
p. 467, 16): 'atiini ". liZainaba fihim min 'uquqin ioama'tami
"(Tidings) reached me ... of their "violation of the duty of kinship"
and their "guilt" against Zainab." The root "tm, finite verb "aiima,
with the corresponding abstract nouns (see above; and d. the
Hebrew'iisem, abstract noun 'iisam) is obviously related in meaning
with the root 'qq.

The narrower, more specific meaning of the tel m in the above­
cited passages, which otherwise denotes "guilt, offence" in a more
general sense, is probably due to the fact that this general concept
originally derives from the more concrete concept "offence against
the clan". This agrees well with other well-known facts of old-Arab
(and primitive Semitic) society.

As to the root 'tm, which we found related in meaning with the
root 'qq, we must also note that in some passages in the Qur'an it
appears to be synonymous with another root related in meaning
to 'qq: the root kJr. The adjective 'atim appears in the Qur'an in
juxtaposition with the adjective kaJur (or: kaJJiir); both seem to
express various shadings of the same meaning, "faithless". We
quote Sura 76, 24: ... walii tuW minhum "aiima»: 'au kafaran. (in
Blachere's translation: "N'obeis ni au pecheur ni a l'ingrat parmi
eux!"). The particle 'au, whose literal meaning is "or", has here,
as also frequently in other passages, no disjunctive meaning,
introducing another and different concept, rather it serves to
introduce a more or less identical, epexegetical concept as it were.
Cf. also Sura 2. 176, where the two concepts appear joined asyndetic­
ally: waUiihu lii yuhibb« kulla kaJJiirin "aiimi«.

1 This translation deviates from the interpretation of Guillaume and of
A. Bloch (in Westostliche Abhandlungen, Festschrift R. Tschudi, Wiesbaden
1954, p. 216) who take line 7b: waij,airu l-maniiyii mil yakunu mina l-qatli
(taken by us as a parenthesis) as the apodosis to the protasis represented
by line 7a (Bloch with the suggestion to read; faij,airu . . . ) and consider
line 8 as a new sentence.
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We consider the religious meaning of kafara, "to be unbelieving,
not to recognize as true, to deny", as originally Arabic and not de­
rived from the usage of the Biblical religions, because we recognized as
its basic sense the "social" meaning: "to be faithless, to repudiate,
to desert", from which the religious meaning developed.

We must not overlook, on the other hand, that kafara also often
means "to deny" in a purely intellectual sense. This usage appears
in contexts similar to those in which we find its other secular
meaning: "to be ungrateful". Three meanings of a term of this kind
in a language are not uncommon and one must always assume an
organic relation between them. We mention as an example the
English verb acknowledge, which, in a sense, constitutes the opposite
of kafara and whose various meanings are somewhat analogous to
those of our Arabic term: I) "to admit the truth of something",
2) "to recognize the authority of", 3) "to express appreciation of
something". Kafara in the sense of "being ungrateful" presupposes,
on the one hand, the intellectual meaning "not to recognize as true,
to deny", but also, on the other hand, a social relationship as implied
in the meaning "to be faithless, to repudiate".

As allegiance and its refusal in early Arab society is mainly proved
in the sphere of war, by alliance and auxiliary services, similarly the
terms of "recognition" and "gratitude", or their opposites, "denial"
and "ingratitude", refer, in the earliest literature, very frequently
to services rendered in war. Such services are, as we saw in our
discussion of the concept nasr, very frequently rendered as a help
to, or in cooperation with, others.

We quote a few passages as an illustration. Al-Baladurl, )Ansab
al-'asriij, V, 361, 5 ff.: "With «Abdallah) b. az-Zubair there were
people who had come from Egypt with Ibn <Udais and then had
become t!arigites, people with courage and fortitude (q,awu suga<atin
waba)sin). They had fought together with him to defend the
"House" ... and had inflicted great harm on the Syrians. There­
upon he (i.e., <Abdallah b. az-Zubair) learned by hearsay what they
had said about 'Utman, and he said: 'By God, I would not like to
conquer over my enemies with the help of those who hate 'Utman
.. .' '" Whereupon they said: 'By God, we do not think it proper
to aid in a fight a man who does not recognize (read yakjU1u instead
of yukafjiru) our record ('aslajana)' '" (ibid. 1. 12). Then
'Ubaid b. 'Umair said (to Abdallah b. az-Zubair) : 'One must wonder
about you and ycur attitude towards these people, since they are
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people of outstanding fortitude Cahlu l-baia'i l-l:tasani) and high
accomplishment (wal-'atari l-gamili)' ... ". The context shows
clearly that kafara can only mean "to deny" here: "he denies, does
not recognize our record in war" (see below p. 82). For war service
is rendered here in the interest of a (religious and political) idea,
not as an aid to the man who is upbraided here with kufr ("denial,
non-recognition"). Consequently, "ingratitude" is not implied in
the term here. We sense this meaning as a connotation in other
contexts where it appears in similar phrases. Cf., e.g., (Amir b. at­
Tufail, no. 19, 1-2: (1) Bani (Amirin gucJ4u l-maliima 'ilaikumu
wahiitu fa(uddu l-yauma [fikumj masiihidi (2) walii takfurit fin­
nii'ibiiti balii'anii 'igii (arJ4akum lj,atbun bi'i7.tdii s-sadii'idi. In Lyall's
translation: "(1) Ye Sons of (Amir, stay your reviling and give
heed! Come, count up today my doings in your service. (2) Be not
thankless for our labours in times of misfortune, when there bit you
sore distress, yea the sternest." In this passage, the phrase Iii
takfuru balii'anii (corresponding to yakfuru 'asliifanii in the prose
passage quoted above) can not only be understood as "do not deny
our steadfastness!", but also, since it is a matter of services in the
service of others, as "be not thankless for our labours!", as rendered
by Lyall. This applies equally well to the passage 'Antara 8, 2-3 in
which the word balii~ "steadfastness" is replaced by nu(mii "bene­
ficence" (d. below): (1) N a7.tii fiirisu s-sahbii'i wal-lj,ailu gunna7.tun
(alii fiirisin baina l-'asinnati muqfjadi (2) walau Iii yadun niilathu
minnii la'asbahat sibii'un. tahiidii silwahu gaira musnadi (3) falii
takfuri n-nu(mii wa'atni bifarjlihii walii ta'manan mii yu7.tditu lliihu
Ii gadi "(1) While the horses [were racing along, because of their
speed] leaning to one side, the rider of the light-colored [horse] took
the direction towards a horseman who, surrounded by spears, was
threatened by outright death. (2) And if a hand of ours had not
seized him, it would have happened that beasts would have passed
on his limbs one to another and he would not have been buried.
(3) Do not, therefore, deny the favor (or: do not be ungrateful for
the favor) and acknowledge (or: praise) its excellence and do not
feel safe from what God may do to-morrow!" Also Ibn Hisiim,
p. 702, 14: Wagkur bald'« ma(iisirin waskurhumu siiru bi'agma(ihim
mina l-'anfjiibi '" "and remember the perseverance of the people
-and render thanks to them-who removed in a body from the
sacrificial stones of Mecca! ..." (cf. also Imrq. 24, 3, and 'Ardara
16, 5, quoted below p. 84, n. 2)0
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Balii' which, by itself, means "steadfastness, endurance, fortitude",
is used here in contexts which suggest a change or extension of its
meaning. The concept of an action which is implied in the basic
meaning of bald? and thus merely points to an agent, the fighting
hero, and to his achievement, seems to point in these contexts also
to other persons (as indicated by the verbs "to thank" and "to refuse
thanks"), the individuals or communities on whose behalf the action
is undertaken and who profit from it. This foreshadows a change
of the original meaning. "Steadfastness, fortitude, heroic action"
now becomes "(war) expedition, service, for another", a develop­
ment which has reached completion in other cases (see below). This
extension of meaning which has thus taken place was probably
contained in the basic meaning, "steadfastness". Warlike action in
this society must always be seen in the context of its typical modes
of behavior. As we have seen, warlike activity is mostly undertaken
in the service of another and thus has the character of "help", nasr,
And this other, the leader, himself is conceived as a helper of his
followers. "Help", nasr, rendered on behalf of another, becomes
the "victory" (originally: "being helped, aided") of the other, that
is, an action of an especially high quality performed by the other.
Thus a war-like action which is originally an expression of the
performer becomes a service or accomplishment for the sake of other,
possibly weaker ones, and thus also comes to mean "favor", nu(mii,
a concept which we encountered in the above-quoted passage (Ant.
no. 8, 1-3, in a context in which we otherwise encounter bald', The
development in the meaning of the term bald: which has taken place
may, in a certain sense, be compared with the change of meaning
which occurred in the German leisten (noun: Leistung) and other
forms of the word which appear in older Germanic dialects. The
original meaning of the word is "to enter upon a trail, to follow
someone, to accompany someone (ana campaign)", a meaning which
is entirely forgotten in modern German. Already in Middle-High­
German the concept has taken an abstract turn, by coming to mean
"doing something that is imposed on one as a duty", as in "Ge­
horsam leisten", "Dienste leisten" and similar phrases. Some of
these phrases have assumed the character of a formula: the verb
has still occasionally retained its original concrete meaning of
obligation in these expressions, often however this meaning recedes
into the background and the verb merely denotes an activity in
general: "to perform, act, accomplish" (see details in Grimm,
Deutsches Wiirterbuch, s.v.).



84 HEROIC MOTIVES IN EARLY ARABIC LITERATURE

In the Arabic bald', on the other hand, the original heroic action
undertaken for its own sake has become "service", an accomplish­
ment for another or others; the connotations of heroism and of the
high quality of this achievement is obscured or is entirely obliterated.
This extended meaning of the noun bala'-and of the verb 'abla
(4th form) which must be considered as derived from it-appears
especially in certain phrases in which the recipients (individual or
collective) of the help rendered to them through a heroic action by
a helper, are characterized by prepositions like li, Ii and especially
'inda, used here originally in the specific meaning of "in the defense
of, in the service of";' On the other hand, other nouns can take the
place of bald' in such expressions without any change of meaning.
The agent of the help thus rendered, designated by bald: or similar
expressions, may be a human being or God Himself.

The meaning of bald' in such expressions has frequently been mis­
understood, partly obviously on account of the extension or change
of meaning presupposed in these phrases. Frequent misinter­
pretations of passages which impute to God this quality seem
furthermore to be due to the disinclination to connect Allah with
warlike activities in general and the behavior expressed by the
concept bald' in particular. By attributing bald: in the sense of
"fortitude, steadfastness, endurance" to God-which involves, in
agreement with the basic meaning of the word, voluntary suffering
or distress 2_a typically human quality is ascribed to him.

1 An instance of the use of 'inda in the sense of "in the defence of. .. " we
met already in the passage Naqiirid, p. 67, 9-10, quoted above, p. 44

2 Bald? in the sense of "steadfastness, endurance, fortitude" is to be
derived from another frequent meaning of the word, that is: "trial, experi­
ence, suffering, distress, misfortune, difficulty", more accurately: "what
one experiences, suffers, endures". For this latter meaning cf., e.g., Imrq.,
no. 8, 2: 'inna l-balii?a cala l-ratqaina masbiibu. "it is on the ill-fated that
disaster is (inevitably) poured out" (d. ibid., no. 7, 2); furthermore Hamiisa,
p. 127, v. 4, etc. For the finite verb in the same sense cf., e.g., Labid, no.
7, 3 (Ijiilidi, p. 25, v. 2); walaqad balat 'lramun wacAdun kaidahii walaqad
balathu ba'da rjaka Tamiidu "Lram and CAd have experienced (or: suffered,
'tasted') His (i.e., God's) vigor, and later Iamud have experienced it"
(d. below p. 88, n. 1). A clear instance of the meaning "steadfastness,
endurance" is, e.g., the following line of CAntara (no. 16, 5): tansa baliiii
'irjama garatun laqihat . . . "you are forgetting my steadfastness at the time
when a raid is in progress ... ". As we have set forth in our study "On the
spiritual background of early Islam ...", (see above p. 18 ff.), a series
of expressions for bravery in battle, self-sacrifice, indicates that the con­
cept of suffering is felt as being included in the concept of fortitude.
The attitude which underlies acts of bravery becomes fortitude only through
the suffering experienced in them, included the suffering involved in the
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In a passage attributed by tradition to 'Abu Qais b. al-"Aslat
(Ibn Hisiim, p. 39, 17-18; 180, 9-10) we read: (I) faqumu fa$allu
rabbakum toatamassahic bi'arkiini hiirJii l-baiti baina PA !Jiisibi
(2) fa(indakumu minhu balii'un toamasdaqun gadiita ' Abi Y'ahsiima
hiidi l-katii'ibi. Guillaume translates: "(I) Rise and pray to your
Lord and stroke the corners of this temple between the mountains,
(2) He gave you a convincing test on the day of 'Abu Yaksiim,
leader of the squadrons." Line 2 should be rendered as follows:
"You were aided by (literally: with you was) His (that is, God's)
fortitude and His vigorous hitting (or: His vigor), on the day when
'Abu Yaksiirn (that is, 'Abraha) led his squadrons [against you]".
God is credited here with manifesting the same heroic qualities on
behalf of the besieged Meccans (in pre-Islamic time) which the
assassinated caliph (Urman b. 'Affan (according to Diwiin If.assiin
b. Tiibit, no. 163, 4) proved on behalf of his people: "alam yaku
fikum q,ii balii'i»; toamasdaqin wa'aufiikumu 'ahdan. ladii kulli mashadi
"Has he not assisted you with perseverance and vigorous hitting
(literally: was he not among (or: with) you a man of endurance and
strong blows) and was he not your most faithful one with respect to
the obligations taken upon himself in each battle?"

The expression minhu balii'un teamasdaqun, used in the former
passage with respect to God, is a variant expression of balii'uhu
teamasdaquhs; (with the suffix referring to God) . We quote certain
other passages in which the same specific form of expression with
min ... is used with respect to human beings (more specifically,
leaders). "Ahtal says in a poem, in praise of Salm b. Ziyad (Diwiin,
p. 263, 2) : tna'anta yii bna Ziyiidin (indanii hasanicn minka l-baia'«
iea'anta n-nii$iJ:tu s-safiqu "You, son of Ziyad, help us with 'beauti­
ful' steadfastness (literally: your steadfastness with us is 'beautiful',
i.e.: considerable) and you are the sincere one (that is, the friend),
the one that is full of sympathy." We cite further'A(sa (no. 21, 35)
who says, while praising the chief of a tribe: ioafil-harbi minhu balii'un
'iq,ii (iiwiinun tawaqqada 'agq,iiluhii " ... and his endurance in war
[in behalf of his people] when the abundant fire-wood with which
a war stirred up again and again is fauned, is in flames." In 'Abu
Qais b. al-vAslat's line the anthropomorphic, warlike character of
God's intervention in favor of the Meccans becomes especially clear

heroic, voluntary surrender of life in battle. The difference between ordinary,
passive suffering and fortitude consists in the fact that in the latter suffering
is a consequence of one's own deliberate resolution.
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through the noun masdaq which is in juxtaposition with bald', The
same kind of expression with reference to God is also used In the
prose text immediately preceding the poem (Ibn Hisiim, p. 178, 19):
... wayuejakkiruhum bala>a llahi 'indaham. soadaf'ahi; (anhumu
ljila wakaidahu. Guillaume's translation: " ... and [he] reminded
them of how God had dealt with them and saved them in the War of
the Elephant" should accordingly be changed into: "he reminded
them of God's fortitude in their behalf ... " (bala> and kaid are
approximately identical in meaning, see below p. 88, n. 1.)

Consonant with the idea and expression in the passage by 'Abu
Qais b. al-?Aslat (Ibn Hisiim, p. 39, 17-18, quoted above) is also
the thought and expression contained in a line of Ka'b b. Malik,
concerning the battle at the "ditch" (yaum al-!Jandaq) (Ibn Hisdm,
p. 706, 4): wayu(inuna llahu l-tazieu biquwatin minhu toasidqi s-sabri
sa'ata naliaqi "Mighty God helps us through His power (that is,
power exhibited by Him) and His energetic endurance in the hour
of battle." And a phrase which reminds us of an expression in this
latter passage, occurs in a line of >A(sa (no. 4, 62) which deals with
the siege of Hadr in Southern Arabia by Kisra Sahpur Vu 1-'Aktaf
(d. Ibn Hisiim, p. 48): [amd ziidahu rabbuhi; quwatan "and his lord
(that is, his God) did not strengthen him with power."

The idea that God intervenes on behalf of his faithful in their
fights by exhibiting those specifically human qualities of heroism
and selfsacrifice designated by the words balii' and masdaq (or
synonyms, see below), is also found expressed with regard to God's
intervention for Israel. Here the same characteristic expressions
are employed as in the passage ascribed to 'Abu Qais b. al-'Aslat.
But instead of the anthropomorphic bald? ioamasdaq, another equally
characteristic and anthropomorphic expression, 'aiyam, appears.
We quote the following prose passage (Ibn Hisiim, p. 394, 12):
ja'ala:!/!a bihi Rasulu lliihi l-mastalata yaqiil« yabna $ura 'ansuduka
llaha wa>ucjakkiruka bi'aiyamiM 'inda Bani>Lsrii'ila hal ta'lamu ...
"and the Prophet did not desist from his question to him (the rabbi),
and said unto him: 'Oh, Ibn Sura, I entreat you by God and remind
you of His 'days' (i.e., His fighting for and) with (inda) the Sons
of Israel: Is it not known to you ... ?'."

The formula 'ansuduka lldha wa'ucjakkiruka bi'aiyamiM 'inda
Bani 'Lsrii'ila can be considered as identical with the shorter
formula in the following Qur>anic passage (Sura 14, 5-6): "(5) And
we have sent Moses with our signs ('ayat) [telling him]: 'Make thy
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people go out, from the darkness to the light!, warjakkirhum birai­
yiimi lliihi and remind them of the 'days of God'. Verily, in this
there are signs for every steadfast and thankful [man]. (6) And
when Moses spoke to his people: )urjkuru ni'mota lliihi "alaikum.
Remember the favor which God rendered to you, when he saved
you from Pharao's people ... '." The meaning conveyed by the
fuller version of the phrase, as given in Ibn Hisiim (p. 394, I2):
)ansuduka lldha wa)urjakkiruka bi)aiyiimihi 'inda Bani Isrii)ila (d.
also yurjakkiruhum balii'a lliihi, ibid. p. 178, I9, quoted above p. 86)
must be considered implied also in the shorter Qur)anic formula
warjakkirhum bi)aiyiimi lliihi. The sense purported by this latter
phrase therefore is: "remind them of God's fortitude in their behalf
(or: of God's aiding them)". This follows also from the continuation
of the verse (v. 6): u!Jkuru ni'mata lliihi 'alaikwn» . 0 0 (where ni<mat
Alliih corresponds with )aiyiim Alliih in v. 5), the latter being a
variation of the contents of the first sentence.'

We can show that the original meaning of )aiyiim "days of battle"
has changed to designate properties of those who participate in

1 The meaning of the Qur'anic phrase rjakkirhum bi'aiyiimi lliihi is per­
fectly clear in itself. But in the passage from Ibn Hisiim, the same sense,
expressed by the corresponding expression 'urjakki1·uka ... , is additionally
stressed by the expression 'ansuduka lliiha which precedes it. Both verbs
express the sense of "to adjure somebody by ... ". On the other hand,
'ansuduka ... in this context, may also be interpreted by: "I remind you
of God ... ". The "adjuring of somebody by ... " consists concretely in
the "reminding him of ... " (for nasada in the sense of "to remind somebody
of. .. ", without being followed by Alliih or a similar expression, cf., e.g.,
Hassiin b. Tiibit no. 12, I, 7, 12, 15). This shows that Blachere's translation
(in his translation of the Qur'an, p. 453) of the above Qur'anic expression
(v. 5) by "Edifiez-Ie (i.e., Ie peuple) par les Jours d'Allah" cannot be correct.
The same holds of numerous other passages where Blachere renders rjakkara
by "edifier" and rjikrii and rjikr by "edification" (v. the passages listed
by him in the Index, l.c., p. II8I a). Cf., e.g., Sura 37, 13 (Blachere, p. 153),
where rjakkara (to be translated: "to remind") is resumed by rjakara "to
remember" (as in the above-quoted passage); further, Sura II, II4 (Blachere,
p. 450), where it is gikrii (to be translated "admonition") that is resumed
by rjakara. Moreover, the discrepancy between Blachere's translation (p. 33)
of Sura 87, 9-10 and his translation (p. 34) of Sura 80, 3-4 should be noted.
As to Sura 6, 67: ba'da g-rjikrii, he advances (p. 618, note) certain arguments
in favor of his translation "apres les avoir edifies ... ". Indeed, the inter­
pretation of this phrase by the commentaries: "Apres t'&tre souvenu [de
cet ordre] o •• ", disapproved by Blachere, should be replaced with: "after
having reminded, or: admonished [them] ... " (d. v. 68-69). J)akkara in
contexts of the kind under consideration has ordinarily the meaning of
"to remind", with the frequent connotation "to admonish". J)ikrii and
gikr in such contexts represent the corresponding nominal concept, and
may be identified in their meaning with the Quranic nouns tarjkira and tarjkir.
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battles, namely, their perseverance, fortitude, fighting vigor. This
meaning of "aiyiim, which is completely identical with that of bald",
is clearly present in the following line of Labid (no. 16, 47) : toalaqad
balat yauma n-Nulyaili ieaqablahi: M arriinu. min 'aiyamina wa­
Harimu, This can only be rendered as follows: "Marran and Harim
have experienced (or: tasted of ) our fortitude on the day of an­
Nuhail and before";'

In the following passage of 'A<sa (no. 15, 58 ff.) bald" and 'aiyam
appear together, coordinated by wa, as variants which express the
same concept, not two different concepts: "(58) And we are those
who have absolved your two chiefs (from their chains) and they
were delivered from the hands of death after having been abandoned
in the most shameful way ... (60) faq,alika min 'aiyamina mabalii':
ina wanu<ma <alaikum 'in sakartum Zi'an<umi And this belongs to
our 'days' (or: our fortitude) and our steadfastness (i.e., our war
record) and favor rendered to you-Would that you were grateful
for favors! .. , (62) And how many favors and services (fa¢Zan
waminnatan) have we rendered to you since olden times!, but you
don't know what the favor of benefactors means" (d. below).

It amounts to the same whether we understand in the above­
quoted instances where bald' is ascribed to God, that God (or
another godhead concerned) transfers His power to those fighting
with Him and for Him, or assume that God Himself uses His power
in a fight to aid them. These two ideas merge into each other; but

1 Huber-Brockelmann translate this: "Von unseren Siegestagen erprobten
Marran und Hartrn den Tag von en-Nuhail und auch schon friiher." This
interpretation is untenable, both because of the position of 'aiyiim in the
sentence and because of the adverbial character of qablahii, which, very
unsatisfactorily, is taken as an object (coordinated with yauma n-Nubaili),
which hardly suits the structure of the German sentence. Cf. Labid no. I, 12
(Halidl, p. 4): Sajii n-nafsa mii bubbirtu Murriina 'uzhijat wamii laqiyat
yauma n-Nubaili Harimu, where yauma n-Nu!Jaili also functions as an
adverbial specification. Cf. moreover Labid no. 7, 3 (t!iilidi, p. 25), quoted
above p. 84, n. 2, where the object of balat is kaid, which, in this context,
may be considered as a synonym of 'aiyiim in no. 16, 47. Kaid, originally
"stratagem", thus obviously means here "strength, perseverance, fighting­
vigor". Cf. Zuhair no. 19, 16:... wakaidun hina tablidru maiinu ; here,
except from the verb balii ("to experience, to taste of"), also the epithet
matin makes it necessary to assume this meaning for kaid: " ... and a
fighting-vigor which, when you endure it, proves to be solid". This peculiar
phrase is used in the Qur'iin, with respect to God (Sura 7, 182; 68, 45):
'inna kaidi matinun, This sentence thus must be interpreted: "My strength
is solid" (Blachere p. 150, 652: "Mon stratageme est sur"). This meaning
of kaid is confirmed by the Qur'iinic epithet of God: gu l-qiauati l-matini
(Sura 51,58).
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there is no doubt that the original idea in these passages-certainly
in the one ascribed to 'Abu Qais b. al-'Aslat and the utterance
attributed to the Prophet concerning God's intervention in behalf
of the Banii Isra'Il-s-is that God himself exhibits bali;'> toamasdaq,
"endurance and fighting-vigour", or "aiyiim, i.e. fights battles himself.

The interesting line of 'Abu Qais b. al-'Aslat in which God is
credited with bali;'> "endurance in fighting" on behalf of His faithful,
has its parallels in prose passages which say the same about man
and use identical expressions. To the instances of that kind already
quoted above we add the following. Ibn Hisiim, 82, 16: ... wakana
[Qu$aiyu bnu Kiliibin] yuJ:tibbu Qu¢ii!ata wanamii'ahii wagtima'aha
bibiliidiha limii bainahi; wabaina Riza/:tin mina r-raJ:timi walibalii'­
ihim 'indahu 'if!: 'agabuhu 'if!: da'iihsem. Iinusraiihi, which Guillaume
renders as follows: "Now Qusaiy was well disposed to Qu<;la 'a and
wanted them to increase and be united in their land because of
their kinship with Rizah and because of their goodwill to him when
they responded to his appeal for help". Libalii'ihim. 'indahu does
not mean "because of their goodwill to him", but: "because of their
steadfastness in battle on his behalf (when fighting together with,
and for, him)". The same phrase is common in the entire historical
literature and is to be understood in the sense indicated. Cf., e.g.,
Baladuri, 'A nsab aPasraj, vol. IV B, 102, 12: ja1Jataba ['Ubaidullahi
bnu Ziyadin-i] n-niisa [aqtassa 'auwala 'amrihi wa'amri 'abihi bil­
Basraii wa'addada bala'ahu 'inda 'ahliha "and Ibn Ziyad made a
speech to the people and told (them) about the beginning of his
activity (or: career, mission) and the activity of his father in Basra
and described what he had endured for its people (literally: [fighting]
with them)". Also ibid. II7, 14-15: qdla bnu Ziyadin 'inni la'a'riju
su'a ra'yin kana ji qaumika walakinnahum qaumun kiramun kana
bala'uhum 'inda "abi gamilan ... "Ibn Ziyad said: I know the bad
reputation of your people, but they are noble (that is, brave) people,
whose fortitude was 'beautiful' (that is, considerable) [when they
were fighting] with my father (as his allies)".!

1 Cf., furthermore, Ibn 'Abi: 'Dyaina in Mubarrad's Kiimil, 242, 2: 'aba'da
baliVi 'indahu 'iq wagadtuhu tarihan kanaili l-qidJ:ti lammi: yurakkabi (lama 'in
'atani minhu 'illii mubauwa 'un '~laiya binaslin kal-hariqi muqarrabi) ,
which A. Fischer (ZDMG 58, 881) renders thus: "Nach meiner iiblen Erfah­
rung mit ihrn, als ich ihn gefunden hatte, hingeworfen wie die Spitze des
Pfeilschaftes, die noch nicht aufgesetzt worden ist, ... ?". One must, of
course, translate: "After my exertion in his behalf (or: my service, or:
favor, to him, d. below). when I had found him ... (there did not come to
me [as a reward] but [a spear] pointed at me [furnished] with a spear-
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The same characteristic phrase minhu l-balii'u "his steadfastness",
or, minka l-bald'« "your steadfastness", etc., appears also in a
connection which is otherwise similar to the context of the passages
quoted so far, in which, however, instead of the subsequent pre­
positional phrase 'inda (or ji, or li) fuliinin, a different and peculiar
variant appears, with a somewhat different meaning. We have in
mind a line in a poem of 'A(sa Bahila (extant in al-Mubarrad's
Kiimil, p. 52 = Diwiin 'A (sii Biihila, no. 4, 41, Geyer, p. 268) which
addresses a slain hero: 'inni 'asuddu hazim; iumma yudrikuni minka
lr-balii'u wamin 'iilii'ika tj-tjikaru. We would like to state that here,
too, bald" is not to be translated as "benefaction, favor", as often
done (d. below p. 92); 'iilii' in the same same line could easily
suggest this meaning, since it is also usually thus translated.
Rather, 'iilii' must be understood here as "manly deeds" (d. below
p. 93), and, accordingly, bald', here as otherwise, as "fortitude". We
thus interpret: "Behold, I am preparing for a fight-, then [the
memory of] your steadfastness and the memory of your manly
deeds overtakes me".2

We compare for the idea expressed in this line as well as for the
form of its expression the line of Ka 'b b. Sa(d al-Oanawi (' A$ma(iyiit
no. 61, 23): wa'atjkuru 'aiyiima lr-(asirati ba'da mii 'umaiyilu gai?a
s-sadri kulla mamili "and I remember the 'days' of the tribe after
I have been swaying the wrath of my heart in every direction",
where the term 'aiyiim, the "days" (d. above p. 88) of the tribe
corresponds to the term bald", the "steadfastness" of the dead hero
mentioned by 'A (sa Bahila ; and the "flying into fury" is analogous
to the "preparation for war" mentioned in the former passage.

Already above (p. 88) we have quoted the line by ,A'sa
Maimiin, no. 15,60 in a longer context: "This (to wit: what was
enumerated before) is (a part) of our 'days' and our steadfastness
and of the benefactions which we have rendered you; would that
you were grateful for benefactions!" The juxtaposition of the
concept bald: with the concept of "benefaction", nu(mii (or:

head ... ) ?". Or the following example, in which, instead of the usual 'inda
(or ft, see above, p. 13), li appears (Tabari II, 3; 1546, IO/II): la taJ:zsiduni
'ala l-bala'i lakum yauman famillu bala'i garra li l-hasadii "Should you ever
envy me my steadfastness (in fighting) on your behalf, (well) a fortitude
like mine must naturally arouse envy."

1 For the expression [adda haeimahi; d. Labid no. 2, 2 (Halidl, p. 5, v. 2).

2 For part of the phraseology contained in our verse, we compare 'Aus b.
Hagar, no. 32, IS (likewise addressed to a dead hero): tuarattani wadda
'aqwamin waljultuhumu warjikratun minka tagsani bi'aglali.
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ni(matun), we also find otherwise. We refer to Labid no. 40, 77-79:
(77) falii tas'alinii was'ali (an balii'inli 'Iyiidan waKalban min
Ma(addin waWii'ilii (78) waQaisan ... (79) li'a/:tsiibiniifihim balii'un
wani(matun ... Huber-Brockelrnann render this-with an unsatis­
factory interpretation of balii'-as follows: "(77) Frage nicht uns,
o Frau (was wir gelten), sondern frage nach den Proben, die wir
geliefert, die Ijad und die Kelb von Ma (add und die Wa'il (78) und
die Kais ... (79) Allen diesen haben wir Proben unseres Ade1s
geliefert und Wohltaten erwiesen ... ". Li'a/:tsiibinii fihim ... we
compare with the line by Busair b. "Ubaiy in Hamiisa, no. 595, 3
(p. 633, v. I): ... wa'a/:tsiibukum fil-haiyi gairu simiini. We read,
therefore, in the Labid-passage: la'a/:tsiibunli fihim "', in the
nominative, with preceding liim at-ta' kid (instead of li'a/:tsiibinii) and
translate the entire passage as follows: "(77) Do not ask us, woman,
[about our steadfastness,] but inquire of the 'Iyad and Kalb, among
the Ma(add and Wa'il (78) and Qais '" about our steadfastness in
battles (balii'). (79) Truly, the glorious deeds which we have done
among them (or: with them, or: for them), are fortitude and bene­
factions (balii'un wani(matun) ... ". This juxtaposition of balii'un
and ni'maiun. we also find elsewhere. Cf., e.g., the line by 'Ubaidallah
b. al-Hurr al-Gu'fi addressed to Mus 'ab b. az-Zubair (in al-Baladuri,
'A nsiib al-'asriif, vo1. V. 287, 4): bi'aiyi balii'in "au bi'aiyati
ni'matir: yuqaddamu duni Muslimun wal-Muhallabu "For which
(deed of) endurance and which benefaction are Muslim (b. 'Amr
al-Bahili) and al-Muhallab (b. >Abi Sufra >Abu Sa (id) preferred to
me?" As already indicated above (see above, p. 83 and below
p. 92), bald? is frequently taken to mean "benefaction" in the ordinary
sense of the word. In the three last-quoted passages balii>un actually
appears beside ni'matun. (or nu(mii) , although it cannot be doubted
that just in these passages it signifies "endurance in a fight" (note
the juxtaposition with 'aiyiim in >A (sa's verse). The expression
ni'ma which appears with baM> in these passages does not stand for
an additional concept different from balii>-the "peaceful, ethical"
concept of "charity" beside the "heroic" concept of "fortitude,
endurance" expressed by balii>-but expresses merely a distinct
aspect of bald? itself. The endurance and fortitude demonstrated in
battle on behalf of another is a favor rendered to the latter: this
steadfastness in a fight on behalf of another is, in ancient Arab
conditions, the favor par excellence; d. Imrq. no. 24, 1-2: "You
have prevented the lion from eating I:Iugr's son ... ; you have
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defended me-and you are one who does favors and benefactions
({fu mannin wanu'mii)-from Ibn ad-Dabab ... ". However, the
rendering of bald? as "favor" (or: "benefaction") without qualifica­
tion which is very common in such passages as the above-quoted­
also those in which it is not accompanied by ni'ma (see, e.g., above,
p. 89 concerning Ibn Hisiim p. 82, 16, and below p. 93 ff.)-can be
misleading, and, in many cases, is downright wrong.

In the Muslim view, the word bald? actually means "benefaction"
also when not followed by ni'ma. We quote a verse from the Qur'an
(Sura 8, 17): jalam taqtuluhum waliikinna lldha qatalahum wamii
ramaita 'itj ramaita waliikinna lliiha rama waliyubliya l-mu'minina
minhu bald'on hasanan ... Muslim commentators make the follow­
ing explanatory remark to this passage (see, e.g., Ibn Hisiim, p. 477) :
'ai liyu'arrija l-mu'minina min ni'matihi 'alaihimji 'i?hiirihim 'alii
'aduwihim waqillati 'adadihim ... Tradition has defined bald' as
"benefaction" in this passage, and Blachere (p. 830) translates
accordingly (and in agreement with other modern translators):
"[Croyants!,] vous ri'avez done point tue lees Injideles], mais [e'est]
Allah [qui] les a tues. Tu ri'as point vise quand tu as vise. C'est
Allah qui a vise afin de faire eprouver aux Croyants une faveur
[venue] de Lui ... " Blachere translates bala'an hasanan as "une
faveur", but gives in a footnote as literal meaning of the expression:
"une bonne epreuve", in agreement with his translation of liyubliya
by "afin de faire eprouver" (d. Huber-Brockelmann's translation
of Labid no. 40, 77-79, quoted above p. 91, and see above p. 88,
footnote I). Guillaume in his translation of Ibn Hisam's Sira,
where our Qur'anic passage is quoted and explained (v. above),
renders the clause under discussion as follows: "and to test the
believers with a good test" (in accordance with his translation of
Ibn Hisiim, p. 39, 18; 180, 10, quoted above p. 85). This inter­
pretation does not seem acceptable.

The context itself suggests to compare the passage with the verse
of 'Abu Qais b. al-'Aslat in which God himself displays balii' in
the sense of "steadfastness" in behalf of the Meccans: wa'indakumu
minhu balii'un ioamasdaqun, and to translate the passage from the
Qur'an as follows: " ... in order to assist the believers with his
"beautiful" fortitude (or: endurance)". The phrase used in this
Qur'anic passage-the verb "abld with bald' as object and "God" as
subject-appears also in the passage Zuhair no. 14, 29: ra'd tus« bil­
'ilJsdni md ja'ald bikum [a'abldhumd !Jaira l-bald'i lla{fi yablu, in
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Rescher's translation (Beitriige zur arabischen Poesie IV, 2, p. 4):
"Mag' ihnen Gott das, was sie an euch getan, mit Gutem vergelten
und ihnen Seine beste Belohnung zukommen lassen!". The commen­
tator al-'A'lam (ed. Landberg, p. 100) remarks: 'ai sana'a lahumd
llahu. !Jaira $-$un'i llaif,i yabtali bihi 'ibadahu ioa'innam« qdla !Jaira
l-bala'i li'anna lldha ta'ala yubli bil-!Jairi was-sarri ... This interpre­
tation of the expression 'abla !Jaira l-bala'i agrees with the concep­
tion of our Qur'anic passage in Muslim tradition and modern trans­
lations. It must be noted, however, that "abki with "God" as subject
cannot be separated from "abld with a human being as subject; v.
Bevan, Glossary to N aqa'i¢, s. v. blw: "abld. "to render a service to a
person (acc.)". (The meaning "to test"-d. above p. 92-is absolutely
out of question). All relevant passages in the N aqa'i¢ (see Glossary)
contain nothing which would prevent us from assuming that the
"service" ("favor") rendered one person by another consists in
protecting or aiding him with arms. 'Ablii with bald' as object and
God (or a human being) as subject can not be separated, on the one
hand, from 'inda fulanin balii'u fuliinin "So-and-so is aided by So­
and-so" (v. above p. 84 ff.), and, on the other hand, from
"ahsana 'inda fuliinini l-bald'a, as in the following instance, where
it clearly has the meaning "to aid someone in war (by fighting in
his behalf)" ('Agiini, 16, 8, 31, with reference to Mu 'awiya b. 'Abi
Sufyan}: ... fa'inna lldha qad "ahsana 'inda 'amiri l-mu'minina
l-bald:a fa'adiilahu min 'aduwiM "truly, God aided the Commander
of the Faithful and gave him the victory over his enemies." In the
same manner, 'ablii (without an object) expresses God's action in
support of the activity of a warrior (Hu{jail, ed. Wellhausen, no. 151,
2-3): (2) wa'a!Ja{jtu bazz; fattaba'tu 'aduwakum ... (3) lJattii iaraqia
Bani Nufii~ata mauhinan walliihu 'ablii wal-'awiiqibu suhhadu.

An exact parallel to the change of meaning which can be observed
in bald' ("steadfastness" > "service, favor") is encountered in
another term: 'iilii'. This word which occurs a number of times in
the Qur'an is generally taken to mean "benefactions, favors", etc.
(see Lisiin al-iArab and Lane, s. v.). This, however, can be neither
the usual nor the basic meaning of the word. This follows from the
following passage from the Diwan of Tarafa (no. 14,3-4): (3) "[We
are] more worthy than the other people of [having], 'a hard head'
(that is, a chief who is strong and firm), of one who possesses an
energetic will to action ('amr, see above p. 51), of one who is
courageous in the turmoil of battle, (4) kiimilin yalJmilu 'iilii'a
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l-fata nabihin saiyidi siiddtin. lJicJam of a perfect (man), who takes
upon himself the manly duties ('ala») which befit a man of heroic
striving (fatan) , of a famous one, a lord of lords, a generous one."
The expression (yaly,milu) )ala) al-fata cannot mean "benefactions".
In another instance, )A (sa Biihila, no. 4, 41 (quoted above P.90 ),
)ala) appears beside balii' "fortitude". We refer, further, to the even
more unequivocal usage of the word in the following passage
(Mufa#aliyat, no. 38, 38-39; p. 362, 12-13); (38) wama )in li)ii)ibaha
"an. "a'udda ma)a#ra qaumi wala )an )aliima (39) walakin )uqakkiru
)ala)ana hadiian. wama kana minna qadimd, Lyall translates this as
follows: "(38) It is not to cast shame upon Tarnim that I count up
the great deeds of my people, or to blame them at all, (39) But I
am calling to mind only the benefits we conferred on them both
those of late date and those of long ago". The words"conferred upon
them" which have no equivalent in the text, seem to have been
added by Lyall in order to make possible here the only traditional
meaning of )ala': "benefactions". The context of the passage-the
poet extols the glory of his tribe-makes it clear that )ala)ana has
here the meaning of "our manly, heroic deeds". It is equivalent in
meaning with ma)a#r in the preceding line which has the same
meaning, and its meaning is also clearly determined by the variant
reading: )aiyamana (literally: "our 'days' "). The phrase )uqakkiru,
of which )ala)ana is the object, is a well-known term for "recalling
of war-like actions" (see above p. 86). We assume that the meaning
"benefactions, services" has developed from the basic meaning of
)ala) indicated above.

The adjective hasa» (or gamil) "beautiful", i.e. "outstanding,
excellent", which follows the noun bald: in the above (p. 92) quoted
passage from the Qur)an (Sura 8, 17) as well as in some of the other
passages discussed above, is a characteristic and frequently used
epithet of the term bald' in the sense of "steadfastness" which we
are discussing here. We find also the verbal mode of expression
'ahsana l-balii'a (v. above). In certain cases of this combination we
observe a further development of the concept bald', A modified,
frequently occurring meaning of bala)un hasanun is: "fighting­
record (in the past)". This meaning attaches to the expression, e.g.,
in the passage (Baladuri )Ansdb al-)asraf, vol. V, 361, 12) quoted
above p. 81. The bald' hasan, "good endurance", which there (and
also frequently elsewhere) is reported with reference to the past of
a warrior, thus comes to mean in such contexts: "war record
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(achievement, accomplishment) in the past", and is, in our passage
almost or entirely synonymous with the preceding "asld] (ibid., 1. IO)
whose literal meaning is "past", or, more specifically, "achievement
in the past", and also synonymous with the following "aia» (gamil)
(1. 13) which also means "deeds accomplished in the past". This
reference to "the past" in the meaning of balii'un hasanun, although
frequent, has sometimes been overlooked. We quote here Muja¢,­
¢,aliyiit no. 16, 13 (p. 143, 5): 'in tarai saiban ja'inni miigidun rjii
balii'in hasanin gairu gumur. Lyall translates: "Yea, if thou [0
woman] seest hoary hair, yet am I a man still full of vigour for great
and noble deeds, no bungler." Lyall misinterprets here the word
miigidun and-more important-has overlooked that the expression
rjii balii'in hasanin constitutes a contrast to the concept gumur
"inexperienced, tiro". One must therefore translate: " .. " yet am
I a man covered with glory, a man with a fine fighting record, not
an inexperienced youngster."

Balii' with its related verbal derivations and its synonyms (like
'iilii') are not the only expressions for the concept of a "manly deed"
which frequently-although not necessarily-is accomplished in the
service of another (or: others) and thus becomes the object of
gratitude and recognition. Other terms are also used which reveal
to us further aspects of the Arab conception of the essence of a manly
accomplishment.

We quote the following passage from the Diwan of at-Tufail b.
'Auf, no. 19, 1-2: (I) 'Usaimata 'agzihi bimii qaddamat lahii yadiihu
'iUii 'agzihi s-sa'ya 'akjuri (2) tadiirakani waqad barimtu bi/:tilati
bihabli mri'in 'in yiiridi l-giira yusdiri. This is rendered by Krenkow
as follows: "(I) 'Usaima] I shall reward him for what his two hands
have done before this, for I should be ungrateful if I were not to
requite his good deed. (2) He came to my help, when my cunning
was of no use, with ties of the friendship of a man who when he
takes a friend to the water takes care that he is able to return from
it." Qaddamat refers to the action (as-saCy) performed on behalf of
the thanking person and mentioned in this and the following line,
not-as assumed in Krenkow's translation-to earlier actions. Kren­
kow's rendering also leaves the expression lahii untranslated. We
must translate verse I as follows: "0 'Usaima] I shall reward him
for what his two hands have done (or: accomplished) for him: if I
were not to requite his good deed, I would be ungrateful." The
idea that the hero-benefactor has, by his service for another, created
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something for himself which is independent and different from the
gratitude due to him from that other (and even precedes it), is
most remarkable: it is all the more striking in the context of our
passage in which it appears in close connection with the gratitude
which the delivered expresses to his deliverer. We must consider this
idea as a characteristic feature of the ethics of the Arab man.

Qaddama must be understood in the same way in passages in
which the deed referred to by the verb is not considered a good
deed-as in the above passage-but a bad one. We quote the follow­
ing passage from the Diwan of 'Alqama (no. 10, 5-6): (5) "asabna
t-T'ari]« waf-Tarija bna Miitikin wakiina sijii>an tau "asabna t-Matii­
qi!ii (6) 'irjii 'arafi; mii qaddamii linujusihim mina s-sarri 'inna s-sarra
murdin 'ariihitii "(5) They (that is, the riders with their horses)
have hit (i.e., killed) Tarif, and Tarif son of Malik, and their thirst
for revenge would have been quenched if they had come upon
Milqat's people. (6) Then (read: 'irjan) they (i.e., the latter )would
have realized what evil they had done for themselves-indeed, evil
ruins people!" We conclude with a view to the passage discussed
above: The evil which they created for themselves is not only their
bad end (radii) which they deserved (but which did not befall them)
but the bad deed committed by them.

The Qur'anic use of the expression qaddama must be understood
in the light of this pre-Islamic idea and usage. We refer to Sura 2,

104 and 73, 20, quoted below p. 99, furthermore to Sura 5, 83: tarii

katiran minhum yatatoallauna Ualjina kajaru labi'sa mii qaddamat
lahum. 'anjusuhum 'an sa!Jita ttiihu 'alaihin» wafi l-<arjiibi hum
!Jiitiduna "You see many of them (that is, the Jews) join the infidels.
Truly, it is a bad thing that they have done (or: accomplished) for
themselves. Therefore, God is angry at them, and they are forever
punished." Other passages, in the Qur'an and otherwise, in which
the term qaddama is also used to denote the perpetrating of good
or bad deeds-also without an added li ["for"] + pronoun-must
be understood in the sense defined above: the prepositional phrase
"li + pronoun" is implied in the verb qaddama. The verb expresses
that the acting person has created (acquired) something that is part
of his record and to his credit.

The peculiar phrase mii qaddamat lahu yadiihu "what his hands
accomplished for him", as a variation of as-sa <y "manly deed"
(with reference to a service rendered on behalf of another), which
we encountered in the above-quoted passage from the Diwan of
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at-Tufail b. (Auf, appears in a modified form in the following poem
which came down tousin 'Abu Tammam's Hamiisa (ed. Freytag, p.
665, v. 6-8): (r) wamusta(gilin bil-harbi was-silmu f:t,a;;uhu jalammii
stu{irat kalla (anhii maf:t,iifiruh (s) toahdrab« Jiha bimri'in f:t,ina sam­
marat mina l-qaumi mi(giizin la'irnir; makiisiruh (3) ja'a(tii llar],i
yu(ti rj-rjalilu walam yakun lahu sa(yu sidqin. qaddamathu 'akiibiruh.
Ruckert (Die Volkslieder der Araber, II, zoo; no. 633), following
Freytag's interpretation, translates as follows: "(r) Den Krieg
ersehnet mancher, dem Gewinn der Friede war, und wenn der
Krieg nun anhebt, bricht im Boden ihm der Spaten. (a) Da kampft
er in der Schlacht, wann sie sich schurzt, als ein Mann des Haufens,
schwach und ohne Kraft und von unmachtgen Taten (Freytag: vir
gentis debilis origine vilis); (3) und gibt nur, was ein Feigling gibt,
ein niedriger, der nie in Treuen vorandringt, wie ihm voran die
Ahnen traten (Freytag: et modo se gessit, quo vilis, neque ei
studium sincerum erat, quo maiores ante eum usi essent)." We
interpret lines Z-3 as follows: "(a) and he fights in War, when she
girts up her skirts, like a weakling (literally: a weakling of a man) 1

[a man] of ignominious origin; (3) and he gives [to the mighty one,
to the one who subjugates him] what the weak [humiliated one] is
wont to give [under compulsion],2 and [he is one whose] ancestors
have not accomplished excellent deeds for him (or: have not
'acquired' for him excellent deeds; that is: whose ancestors have
not accomplished excellent deeds and left them behind to him)"."

1 For the expression mina l-qaumi mi'.r?azin, d. our remark above p. 3 n. 2.

2 Concerning the expression !a'a'!a lladi yu'!i rj-rjalilu, d. Mubarrad's
Kamil, p. 717, 3-4: "And if you have fallen into the caliph's captivity,
refusing what the subdued usually yields under compulsion (('abiyan lima
yu'!i rj-rjatilu 'ala l-qasri)-truly, how many enemies of the caliph had fallen
into your hands or have ignominiously allowed themselves to be led by
you." The following passage clearly indicates what the rjatil gives. Ahtal,
Diwan, p. 24, lO-p. 25, 1 ... : idan lattaqaitum Malikan bidaribatin. karjalika
yu'!ihii rj-rjatilu 'ala l-gasbi "0 Banu l-Kalb l, had the Darimite not defended
you during the unrest of the war, you would have had to save yourself
from Malik (b. Hanzala) by rendering tribute (or: doing enforced labor), as
the weak (or: subdued) must do under compulsion". Datil in the above­
quoted passage from the .lfamasa-and in the other two passages quoted
for comparison-has no moral implication ("coward", "vile"), but means
"weak, oppressed",' in contrast to "strong, independent" (d. above p. 3).

3 The suffix in qaddamathu (in the context of the sentence walam yakun
lahii sa'yu sidqin. qaddamathu 'akabiruh) thus does not refer to the pronoun
-hii in lahii, but to sa'yu sidqin, The syntactical position in the sentence of
the latter expression must perhaps be understood as "anticipation" ("pro-
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Our interpretation of the passage is confirmed by the following
lines of Dawiid b. Mutammim b. Nuwaira (in al-Baladuri's >A nsdb
al-tasrii], vol. 4B, Jerusalem 1936, p. 149, 8-9): (I) >in yagjuni
Bisr« bnu M artoiina (thus read instead of: tagjuni Bisra bna Mar­
wana, zd pers. and vocative) yakjini Sa'ida bnu <Amrin q,ii n-nadii
bnu Sa'idi (2) jatan wagada l-fJairati qad qaddamat lahii masii'iya
>aba>in lahii wagudiidi. If we accept the reading masa<iya (accusative)
given by the editor, the passage does not make sense. We must read:
masa<iyu (nominative), a phonetic variation of the regular masa<i
(or more accurately, its original form) which sometimes occurs in
poetry," and translate as follows:" (2) If Bisr b. Marwan treats me
harshly-well, Sa'Id b. 'Amr b. Sa'Id takes care of me, the generous
one, (2) a man who has found (in other words: has come upon and
'retrieved') the noble achievements (literally: the good, fern. plur.)
which the manly activites of his fathers and ancestors have accom­
plished for him."

As a man's deed becomes part of his permanent record and his
warlike "past" (d. qaddama in at-Tufail b. <Auf, no. 19, 1-2, quoted
above p. 95), although the action which thus becomes his permanent
possession has been performed very recently (as in the latter passage),
so also one's ancestors' deeds performed in the past remain per­
manently preserved, as apparent from the two last-quoted passages.
They represent not only the glorious possession of these ancestors,
but also become the possession of their descendants.P They form
the indispensable basis of the activities of the latter. Without this
past, without this transmitted record they cannot accomplish worthy

lepsis"). Without "anticipation", the sequence of words would be as follows:
walam yakun 'akabiruhii qaddamat lahii sa 'ya sidqin,

1 The form masa<iyu is, e.g., also to be restituted, instead of masii'i ya
of the edition, in Diuia« Farazdaq ed., Boucher, p. 97, 9 tmasa'iy« corresponds
to makiirimu. in the variant tradition of the same line in Naqa'i4 Garir
wal-Farazdaq, p. 748, 5, quoted below p. 103). Similarly we find sometimes
laydli y-u, etc.

2 The same idea is expressed in the following line of al-'AlJ.tal (p. 276, 4):
sa'ii liya qaumi sasya qaumin ra'i seatin farasbahru 'asmii lil-sulii uial-makiirimi.
"My people accomplished for me deeds, such as strong men are wont to
perform; thus I became a man who aspires to glorious feats."-The term
sa'ii "to perform (or: to strive for) manly deeds" (originally: "to run")­
e.g., Mufa44aliyat, no. 123, 6-must not be confused with the term banii
("to build"), very frequently used in the same metaphoric sense, with
which A. Bloch (in Westostliche Abhandlungen, Festschrift R. Tschudi,
Wiesbaden 1954, p. 208-209, referring to ibid., p. 200, n. 46, and to Mufad­
daiiyiit, no. 27, 2) identifies it.
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deeds themselves. If they do not act in accordance with this record
of a glorious past bequeathed to them by their ancestors, such
inaction arouses surprise. Cf., e.g., Hatim at-TaI, p. 43, 20 (no. 55,
16): wa'aina Banu Hindin 'alii l:taiya minhumu [ayas'a« <alii mii
kdma qaddama 'Amiru "And where are the Banti Hind? Does none
of them live any longer to act (literally: run) in accordance with
the actions performed by 'Amir (in the past) ?".1

The normal course of events, however, is that the deeds performed
by the ancestors fall to the share of their descendants, i.e. that
these latter "get hold of" their ancestors' capability to perform good
and manly deeds, in other words: that they act in accordance with
the example set by their fathers.

The sentence wagada l-!Jairiiti "he recovered (literally: found) the
good works (of his ancestors)" (v. p. 98,1. 6) represents a character­
istic expression of this idea. This expression which appears here
in a secular context brings to mind the use of the term "to find" in
connection with a religious idea-the idea that man finds (retrieves)
in the beyond the works which he has accomplished in this world.
We find this idea in the early Christian and other contemporary
literature (cf., e.g., R. Mach, Der Zaddik in Talmud und Midrasch,
Leiden 1957, p. 194). It occurs also in Islamic literature, where it
seems to have become especially influential in the outlook of the
Sufis (d. H. Ritter, Das Meer der Seek Mensch, Welt und Gott in
den Geschichten des Fariduddin. 'Attiir, Leiden 1955, p. 184).

The idea occurs already in the Qur'an. And some of the most
important passages which contain the idea designate the carrying
out of actions which are "retrieved", by the same word qaddama
(followed by li + pronoun) which also occurs in the above-quoted
secular passage. Also the expression al-!Jairiit "the good works"
which appears here has its counterpart in the religious context of
the Qur'an (Sura 2, 104): wa'aqimu $-$aliita wa'iitu z-zakiita wiimii
tuqaddimii li'anfusikum min !Jairin tagiduhu 'inda lliihi ... "And
perform the prayer! and give alms! And you will find (retrieve) with
God what good you do for yourselves." Similarly also Sura 73, 20:

. .. wa'aqimu $-$aliita wa'iitu z-zakdia wa'aqri4u lliiha qardan
hasanan wamii tuqaddimu li'anfusikum min !Jairin tagiduhu 'inda
lliihi huwa !Jairan iaa'a'zama 'agran ... " ... And perform the

1 We cannot accept Schulthess' translation: "Und wo sind die banu Hind,
lebt keiner von ihnen mehr, damit sie das angreifen, was 'Amir vorlaufig
getan ?"
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prayer! Give alms! Grant God a substantial loan! And you will
find (recover) with God what good you do for yourselves [, you will
recover it] better and richer in reward ... ". In other passages,
qaddama is replaced by the verb 'amila. Sura 3, 28: yauma tagidu
kullu nafsin ma 'amilat min !Jairin mub4aran wama 'amiiai min
sii/in ... " ... on the day when every soul finds present what good
or bad it has done". Cf. also Sura 18, 47 and 53, 40.

It is difficult to make a clear- cut distinction between the usages
of our term in these different contexts. It is not possible to consider
its secular usage as a further development of its religious usage.
However, both usages can be considered as having one element of
meaning in common which is not specifically religious: the idea that
good and noble, as well as bad and ignominious achievements are
indestructible, in other words, that their existence is not over with
their actuality, and that they can be accumulated, like a capital.
This is an old Arabic idea, which can also clearly be traced in the
Qur)an, e.g. in the term (Sura 18, 44; 19, 70): al-biiqiyii; a$-$ali!Jat
"the perennial worthydeeds".The expression baqiyat in this Qur'an­
ic term may be equated with baqiyat in an ancient secular passage:
Zuhair no. 3, 43 (quoted below p. II9)·

While in the secular case of the "recovery" of the deeds, this
"recovery" takes place in the earthly life and consists in the
"recovery" of the deeds of the ancestors by their descendants, in
the religious (Christian and Islamic) conception the deeds are
"retrieved" ("found") in the beyond by those who have performed
them in this world. 1

In the following verse of )A<sa Biihila (no. 8, I; Diwan )A <sa
Maimiin, ed. Geyer, p. 2'69) this Qur)anic idea is expressed as
follows: "alaika bitaquui uu: fi kulli "imratin. tagid gibbaha yauma
l-!Jisabi l-mu~auwali "Practise piety in every matter: you will find
its result on the distant day of reckoning!" The "result" of an
accomplished achievement-designated by the term gibb-which
man, according to this passage, "finds" in the beyond, or on the
Day of Judgement, is also frequently mentioned in secular texts

1 The specific quality attaching to the term "to find" in these two different
usages is obviously also implied in it in its use in the following Biblical
passage (Ecclesiastes I I, I): sallaJ:t laJ:tm e1]ti Cal pene hammtiyim, ki bsrob
hayytimim tim$ti'rnnu "Cast thy bread upon the water, for thou shalt find
it after many days." Some commentators take the verse as an economic
advice; others-in consonance with the traditional Jewish interpretation­
understand it as referring to good deeds and charity.
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and designated there as the necessary consequence of his actions.
See, e.g., the passages cited in Bevan's Glossary to his edition of
Naqii>i¢ Garir ieal-Farazdaq, p. 49l, s. v. gibb and magabba. The
term is often accompanied by epithets like toabil, wa!Jim, "unwhole­
some", epithets which originally refer to the pasture of grazing
animals. We may compare, e.g., the following proverbial expression
(Kitiib aPAmiili of al-Qali, 2, 84; quoted by A. Bloch in Westostiiche
Abhandlungen, Festschrift R. Tschudi, Wiesbaden 1954, p. 195):
ioagibb« ?-?ulmi martaCuhu wabilu "The 'pasture' of the consequence
of injustice is unwholesome", that is to say: "The partaking of the
consequence of an injustice is unwholesome"." Now it is noteworthy
that gibb also appears in conjunction with the verb qaddama, e.g.,
in the following passage from the Diwan of Qais b. al-Hatim (no.
24,5): fag,uq gibba mii qaddamta ... "taste the consequence of what
you have done (literally: of what you have caused to precede) ... ".
We are dealing here with an obviously intended contrast between
two concepts. One may surmise that qaddama (literally: "to let
precede") originally designates an activity with an implicit view
of its necessary consequence or result. Ordinarily, however, this
special connotation is no longer felt and the word means merely
"to do, carry out"."

1 With this translation we deviate from Bloch's interpretation (see l.c.).
The use of gibb and marta' in one and the same sentence may be considered
as a tautology. For marta' may be considered as more or less synonymous
with gibb: it is a metaphor for the" (bad) consequence" of an action, and
occurs in this meaning most frequently alone, without being accompanied
by gibb (d., e.g., several of the relevant instances quoted by Bloch, l.c.).­
'vVe also find the finite verb gabba and its verbal noun gibb used in the sense
"to take place as a consequence of an action". ctu. in a concrete sense,
"result, end", is a variation of the verbal noun, which has an abstract
meaning.

2 The term qaddama certainly does not mean "to perform an action
earlier", in contrast to another action performed later. Kowalski, for instance,
assigns this meaning improperly to the word in his translation of a passage
in the Diwiin of Qais b. al-Hatim (no. 5, 22): ... walau qaddamu llati 'alimu . . .
" ... und wenn sie auch friiher getan haben, was sie ja wissen ... ". The
passage means merely; " ... wenn sie auch getan haben, was sie wissen ...."
To be sure, sometimes qaddama does have the connotation of an earlier
action. This is, for instance, the case, when deeds performed by earlier
generations are contrasted with those of their present-day descendants,
where qadim "old achievements" are mentioned in contrast to (tadil "new
achievements" (d. the passage Naq. discussed below p. 104). For qaddama
in the sense of "do, carry out", d. also >Atttal, p. 39, I: falan yudrika mii
qaddamii 'ugmun walii 'arabu "And what they have accomplished, neither
Arabs nor non-Arabs will achieve." Also Hutai ' a no. 2,13: .. .mii qaddamat
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It should not be assumed that the Arabic term qaddama 1 implies
the (religious) idea of "sending one's deeds in advance to the
beyond", as has been suggested by some scholars in connection
with certain passages. Wellhausen (ZDMG 67/1913, p. 632) assumes
this sense for qaddama in the following verse from a poem ascribed
by the tradition-without good justification-to Samau'al b.
CAdiya' ('A~ma'iyat, no. 20, 13): 'abija¢lin mina l-maliki wanu'ma
'am birjanbin qaddamtuhii jaguzitu. This sentence should be inter­
preted as follows: "Will I be requited in accordance with God's
grace and benignity or in accordance with the sins I have com­
mitted ?".2 H. Ritter (Das Meer der Seele, p. 184), discussing the
idea of "sending one's deeds in advance to the beyond", quotes as
an example of this idea the following line of Ibn al-Mu'tazz (Diwan
4/218,23): la sai:« yabqs siwa !Jairin tuqaddimuhii (ma ddma mulku
l-'insani wala !Jalada). But qaddama is also here used in the
characteristically Arabic sense discussed by us: "Nothing remains
but the good deed which you accomplish (; the material possessions
of man are not lasting)."

The "record", or "capital", of the accomplished manly deeds of
an individual or group (see above p. 98) is frequently designated
as qadim, "the past", or "the (glorious) record", of a man or a
group. This use of qadim seems to be associated with the use of the
verb qaddama in the sense of "accomplishing (manly) deeds"
(literally: "causing them to precede"). On the other hand, qadim.
in the aforementioned sense frequently appears together with a
contrasting concept, i.e. [tadit (literally: "new", that is: "new,
recent exploits"). Cf. the passage Naq. 710,5 (quoted below, p. 103),
where [tadit, the ordinary counterpart of qadim, is not contrasted
by the latter, but by the finite verb qaddama (d. also above p. 101).

Qadim often approaches the meaning of "glory" (of the clan or of
the individual). It occurs very frequently in old literature. It appears,

'iibii'uhu wama'iiliruh " ... what his fathers have accomplished and his own
achievements". Moreover d. 'A 'sa. no. 20, 46; etc.

1 It is interesting to note that the concept qaddama as used in contexts of
this kind has found its way into the medieval Hebrew language. We refer
to a passage in the liturgical poem KNf!r mal1.Jul by Solomon Ibn Gabirol,
known as Avicebron (ed. Seidmann, p. 92): ... yiili~u 'alehf!m macasim !iTi2im
'aSf!r hiqdimt; " ... there will intervene in their behalf the good works which
they performed (or: prepared)". Hiqdimic in this use is doubtless an Arabism
(= qaddamu).

2 The translations of the line given by Wellhausen (lac. cit., p. 631) and
Hirschberg, Der Diwan des as-Samauial ibn 'Adiyii' (p. 25) are not acceptable.
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for instance, in a series of passages in N aqa'irj, Garir wal-Farazdaq
which are partly referred to by Bevan in the Glossary to his edition'!
Cf., e.g., ibid. p. 748,sa: makarimu lam tudrik Fuqaimun qadimaha
"[these are] glorious deeds whose height (literally: accomplishment)
the Fuqaim have not reached"." Qadim is here almost synonymous
with makdrim (makarimu lam tudrik ... qadimaha could be replaced
with makarim« ... lam tudrikha) and its meaning is thus determined
by the latter expression. A similar modification of the term qadim.
by an approximately synonymous term (kara'im) is found in the
following passage of Labid (no. 2,22; Halidi, p. 10, V. I): 'ida 'udda
l-qadimu wagadta lina kara'ima ma yu'rcdd« mina l-qadimi, We
read tu <addu and interpret: "If one lists (or: makes an inventory of)
the accomplishments (of various tribes and compares them), you
will find glorious deeds to our account which are reckoned among
the high accomplishments".

What the ancestors have accomplished (qaddamat) through all
generations, becomes the possession (in the sense defined above)
of the entire tribe (or clan)-a possession which is passed on as a
heritage from one generation to another. It is not only glory in an
abstract sense-something which results from deeds as a by­
product. Rather it is something more concrete-which may be des­
cribed as the record of the past. The deeds are considered as a
property of the clan as well as of its individual member. And this
property, as any other, remains in one's possession only if it is
cultivated and improved. The deeds of the ancestors have of course
been performed in the context of certain circumstances and relations
as they arose out of the constantly changing intertribal situations.
And these determining factors continue to exist even after the death
of the ancestors and require continually new intervention. The deeds
of the past thus demand constant "cultivation" and "amelioration"
("improvement", 'i$laJ;" d. below p. 106) on the part of the descen­
dants. On the other hand, the new generations accomplish new
deeds of their own which are designated as f:i,adif and, once accom­
plished, require "cultivation" of their own.

We find an interesting expression of this idea in the following
passage of Garir in N aqa'iej Garir ioal-Farazdaq 710,5: lama lumtu

1 Bevan, ibid., interprets the term incorrectly as "tribal ancestors".
2 Bevan's interpretation (loc. cit., Glossary) of qadirnahii in this passage as

"in her ancient days" (that is, as an adverbial specification) can not be
accepted.
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nafsi fi l:taditin walituhu walii lumtu [imii qaddama n-niisu 'auwali.
The passage does not make sense if we take the verb liima in its
ordinary meaning, "to reproach, to upbraid". Instead of this
meaning which is equivalent to "declare as ignominious" and might
be called "declarative", we must postulate for this passage a
different meaning which is not listed in the dictionaries and which
has not been attested so far from the texts: "to make ignominious,
to bring shame on": a "factitive" meaning. We therefore interpret
the passage as follows: "Neither have I covered myself with shame
in the management of "the new" nor have I brought shame upon
my ancestors in managing what they have done in the past" (more
literally: "what people [in general] are wont to accomplish").

The term qaddama which, in the passage from at-Tufail b. (Auf
(quoted above p. 95) and similar ones, denotes actions performed
by a poet's contemporary, is here used to signify the deeds of
ancestors which are contrasted with those of contemporaries (called
l:tadit). Mii qaddama n-niisu is equivalent in meaning with the
frequently occurring qadim whose counterpart is hadit,

These achievements of manly deeds, both those inherited from
one's ancestors and one's own, are "administered"-this is the
meaning of waliya. And the poet boasts of neither having brought
shame upon himself nor upon his ancestors in "managing" his and
their achievements. We quote some further lines of Garir which
contain another example for ldma in the sense postulated by us.
Naqii'id Carir wal-'A1Jtal, no. 39,12-13 (ed. Salhani, p. II2): (12)
famii lumtu qaumi filbinii'i llarji banau wamii kiina (anhum fi
rjiyiidiya min 'atbi (13) 'usarrifu (iidiyan mina l-magdi lam tazal
(aliiliyuhu tubnii (alii biirji1Jin sa'bi. The scholion to this passage
(rarj,itu bil-binii'i llarji banauhu mina s-sarafi ... ) does not offer a
satisfactory explanation for mii lumtu; it assumes that the verb has
its usual meaning, "to reproach", and does not take into considera­
tion the corresponding term in the following verse (v. 13): 'usarrifu.
We must translate the passage as follows, in accordance with the
above-quoted passage of Garir: "(12) I do not bring dishonor upon
my people in [managing] the edifice [of glorious deeds] which they
have built; and no fault can be found in the way I defend them
(that is, my tribe). (13) I bring honor to age-old glory whose stories
on a towering, inaccessible [mountain] are continually piled one
upon another [by me and other members of the tribe]."

The meaning "to bring dishonor" of liima can also be proved in the
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interesting passage in Ibn Hisiim, p. 690, 10 (ed. Cairo, 1936, III,
260,7) which contains the speech of the Jew Huyaiy b. 'Abtab
when he was brought in shackles before the Prophet: 'ama waUahi
ma lumtu nafsi[i (adawatika walakinnahii man yab4uli lldha yu!Jrjal.
The same words are then repeated in poetical form (ibid., 1. 13-14;
poet: Cabal b. Cauwal): (13) la (amruka ma lama bnu 'A lftaba
nafsahii walakinnahii man ya!Jrjuli lldha yu!Jrjali (14) lagahada /:tatta
"ablaga n-nafsa (ugraha waqalqala yabgi l-iizza kuUa muqalqali.
Guillaume, agreeing with Gustav Weil's translation, renders the
prose passage as follows: "By God, I do not blame myself for
opposing you, but he who forsakes God will be forsaken" (and
similarly the poetic passage). We must read ya!Jrjuli Uahu and
translate: "Truly, by God, I have not proved myself dishonorable
in the prosecution of my hostility towards you (0 Muhammad}; but
whomever God forsakes, he is forsaken". The corresponding ex­
pression in the poetic passage-ma lama nafsahii-is to be under­
stood in the same way: it is equivalent in meaning with lagahada
/:tatta ' ablaga n-nafsa (ugraha in the second line: "He fought until he
achieved exculpation for himself (literally: for the soul)", that is: He
did his utmost to fight the Prophet, and has thus not brought dishonor
upon himself, but rather, although he was beaten in the end, glory.

"Management, cultivation" of glorious deeds as expressed by
the verb waliya and explained above is also mentioned in IJutai'a,
no. 16, 21-23: (21) banii PA/:twa~ani magdaha iumma "uslima; 'ila
lfairi murdin sddati»: wakuhiili ... (23) walita turiu« l-t Ahseasaini
falam yuda' 'ila bnai Tufailin Malikin wa(Aqili "(21) The two
,Ahwas (that is, al-'Ahwas b. Ca(far and 'Amr b. al-?Ahwas) have
built their glory: thereupon it was handed over to the best of the
youthful (lit.: beardless) heroes and the grey chiefs ... (23) You
have taken under your management the (glorious) heritage of both
,Ahwas, and it did not pass over to the two sons of Tufail, Malik
and 'Aqil, and thus was not lost."

The term "heritage" in the specific sense of "heritage of glory"
which is preserved only if it is protected through performance of
further glorious deeds, appears also in the following passage of
,Abtal extant in the Diwan of Hutaia (ed. Goldziher), scholion to
no. 71 (ZDMG 47, 83): lam tagid Giilibun warii'aka ma'dan lituriitin
walii damun matliilu. We must read: damin matliil(i) 1 and thus

1 Either we read-with 'iqwii? (the two following lines end in -u)-ma/lUli,
or we read majliU and in the same way the two following lines with vowelless
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interpret: "Galib have found no refuge beyond you! for a heritage
[of glorious deeds] and [for avenging of] unavenged blood", that
is to say: there is no one more suitable or competent than you to
manage the heritage of glory the most important part of which are
the duties of vendetta.

The idea that glorious deeds are acquired and built, passed on and
"cultivated" in the same manner as material goods if one wants them
to be preserved, is further elaborated in the term "aslaha, 'i$lii/:t, "to
ameliorate, to improve" which primarily refers to material goods,
but is also applied to these ideal achievements. We quote the line of
Tirimmah, no. I, I6, in which the poet addresses his son: 'u/:tiiqiru yii
Samsdma 'in mittu 'an yali turiiti wa'iyiika mru'un gairu muslih»,
Krenkow translates as follows: "I fear, Samsama, that, if I die, my
inheritance and thou will be under the authority of a man who is not
doing any good." Muslih. is hardly correctly interpreted here. Differ­
ing from the scholion and Krenkow's interpretation, we understand
turiit here as "heritage of glory" and translate: "I am afraid,
Samsama, that, when I die, my heritage [of glory}-be on your
guard!-will be managed by a man who does not improve it." The
term "aslaha (infinitive 'i$lii/:t, the opposite of "afsada, 'ijsiid) which
is originally taken from economics, frequently occurs in the
figurative sense discussed above. We quote a line of Hariy b.
Damra, extant in Naq. p. 947, 6: 'abii lliihu mii damat qu'iibatu
Diirimin liya d-dahra (ammun ya/:tritu l-magda 'au 'abu. The
marginal gloss on the reading of the text: ya/:tritu l-magda "he
ploughs the glory", states: yagma(u l-magda wayaksibuhu "ai
YU$li/:tuhu wa'i$lii/:tuhu 'an yarubbaha bija(iilihi "he gathers glory and
acquires it (d. above, P.99), that is to say; he improves it, by
increasing it through his deeds".

The Arab idea of accomplishments which become possessions, are
passed on to descendants, are cultivated, improved and thus ac­
quired anew, reminds us of Goethe's statement in his "Faust": "Was
du ererbt von deinen Vatern hast, erwirb es, um es zu besitzen"."

final sound. The latter seems preferable. We have mentioned a similar
case in our Studies in Arabic and General Syntax, p. 136, n. 1.

1 For parallels of the expression. .. warii'aka rna(dan . . . see the passage
cited in the preceding note.

2 We do not know whether Goethe's idea and its characteristic formulation
is based on some older literary source and possibly on a foreign one. Georg
Miiller, Das Recht in Goethes Faust, Berlin 1912, p. 28, n. 77, cites several
other passages from Goethe which contain similar ideas: "Vom 'Besitz
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A characteristic Arabic expression for the performing of activities
is kasaba, iktasaba, with the verbal nouns kasb and iktisiib, The verb
occurs frequently in the Qur'an, and the native philologists define
this special usage as "do" (= (amila). It is a term which, like
qaddama, designates activity as contributing to a man's virtus, and
thus expresses its ethical value for a man. The verb is discussed by
Torrey in his treatise The commercial-theological terms in the Koran
(Thesis, StraJ3burg, 1892, p. 27-29). The Qur'anic concept underwent
a special development in Muhammadan theology; see H. Ritter,
Das M eer der Seele: Mensch, Well und Gott in den Geschichten des
Fariduddin (Attar, Leiden, 1955, p. 66, and the literature listed there.
We quote here only what Ritter says about the Qur'anic meaning
of the term: "Dort (i.e., in Qur'anic passages like 30/41, 42/30 35/45)
bedeutet diese, dem wirtschaftsleben entnommene metafer eigent­
lich das sich erwerben, sich verdienen des lohnes bzw. der strafe
fur eine handlung (Baqillani, [al-] Insii] [fima yagib i'tiqaduh wala
yagiiz al-gahl bihJ 40) ... ". This view of the Qur'anic meaning of
the term agrees with P. Boneschi's interpretation as expressed in
his article: "Kasaba et iktasaba: leur acception figuree dans le
Qur'an" (in RSO 30/1955, p. 17-53). We quote some crucial state­
ments (lac. cit., p. 44): "<Accumuler Ii son profit [le bien, 011, le mal,
le fardeau de ses oeuvres]"; 'obtenir un lucre [mondain a charge d'un
peche]', 011" si l'on prefere, 'se charger [d'un peche] a son profit
[mondain]', voila des images accessibles a l'esprit d'un peuple mar­
chand tel que les Qurays. On ne saurait utiliser meilleur les significa­
tions courantes, propre et figuree, des verbes kasaba et iktasaba.
L'ethique du Prophete est une ethique utilitaire, mais l'utile y est
considere sub specie aeternitatis, et au point de vue teleologique, Les
profits, que l'homme tire des mauvaises actions seront portes
au debit de son compte au Jour du Jugement Les bonnes
oeuvres pratiqes dans ce monde ... seront portees au credit de
son compte ... " .

ererbt errungener Giiter' im Gegensatz zum eigenbescherten 'Wundergute'
spricht in der 'Natiirlichen Tochter' (I 1 v. 70) der Herzog zurn Konig. In
gleichem Sinne ist eine Stelle der 'Wanderjahre' (r r rc) beachtenswert:
'Wenn das, was der Mensch besitzt, von groJ3em Wert ist, so muf man
demjenigen, was er tut und leistet, noch einen groflern zuschreiben. Wir
mogen daher bei volligem Uberschauen den Grundbesitz als einen kleineren
Teil der uns verliehenen Giiter betrachten. Die meisten und hochsten
bestehen aber eigentlich im Beweglichen und in demjenigen, was durchs
bewegte Leben gewonnen wird'. (Werke XX S. 137 Z. 21 21 ff.) ... "
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First, we must note that kasaba, iktasaba in its proper, non­
metaphoric usage does not contain any reference to the commercial
attitude and way of life which Boneschi considers as characteristic
of the Qurais, The literal meaning of kasaba is "making a living"
(or: "labouring for making a living"), and the verbal noun kasb,
used concretely, means "livelihood, sustenance". We quote a few
passages which illustrate this meaning.

A poem by 'Asm,!' b. tIariga al-Fazari ('A$ma(iyat, no. 7, 18)

states: walaqad "alamma bina linaqriyahu biidi s-saqa'i mu/:tarafu
l-kasbi "It frequently happens that there comes to us, to be treated
by us, a man whose misery is obvious, one who is completely
destitute and lacking sustenance ... ". Cf. also Imrq., no. 29, 8:
mut'amun lis-saidi laisa lahu gairaha kasbun (ala kibarih "He (that
is, the hunter mentioned who lives alone in the wilderness) is
sustained by game: apart from this, he has no livelihood for (or: in
spite of?) his old age." With special reference to the acquisition of
the indispensable necessities of life, without any commercial con­
notation, we find the verb also in the following verse of 'A (sa
Bahila, no. 4, 24: 'a!Ju /:turubin wamiksabun 'ida (adimu ... "he
(that is, the mourned hero) was a man of war and a 'bread-winner'
whenever they suffered shortage ... ". This meaning of kasaba is
in agreement with its application to wolves. Cf. Labid, Mu(al.
v. 38 (kawasibu); ,Ahtal, p. 179, 7 (kasubu); p. 187, 6 (muktasibi).
Also kasabi as the name of a hound, Labid, Mtc'ul. v. 52; kassiib is
used in the same sense in 'A(sa, no. 79, 16, etc. Noldeke's conclusion
(in Torrey, lac. cit., p. 27, n. I) from the use of the term as a designa­
tion for wolves that the basic meaning of the verb is "to seek" and
not "to gather", is hardly justified because this application to
beasts of prey represents a kind of metaphorical usage: animals are
said to earn a livelihood as men do.! Kasaba in the sense of the
(troublesome) earning of a livelihood is also very clearly apparent
in the following description of a hunter ('A (sa, no. 79, 17): du
sibvatin kasbu tilka ¢-¢ariyati lahum qad /:talafu l-faqra wal-la'wa'a
'a/:tqabii "a father of small children-the 'acquisition' of these
trained dogs is destined for them (that is, for the small children), for
years they have been 'confederates' of (that is, loaded with) poverty
and want." This example shows clearly that kasaba, kasb in no way
means "acquisition" in a commercial sense nor "profit" or "lucrum"

1 I;>u-r-Rumma (no. 38, 9) calls the wolves (in connection with kasb) even
magawir "raiders".
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as a consequence of possession or a transaction. It means, in an
abstract sense, "the acquisition of (or: the fighting for) the absolute
necessities of life required in any society", and in a concrete sense,
"the livelihood which is necessary for life".

Not only in the Qur'an does kasaba, iktasaba appear in a meta­
phorical sense, but also in old poetry. Boneschi (lac. cit. p. 19-20)

quotes a few examples of this kind in support of his interpretation
of the Qur'anic term. We believe this extra-Quranic (in part pre­
Islamic) use of the term can hardly be considered as such a support.
Boneschi quotes a line from the elegy of 'Umaima. the daughter of
'Abd-al-Muttalib, on the death of her father (Ibn Hisiim, p. IIO):
kasabta waUdan !Jaira mii yaksibu l-fatii falam tanfakik tazdiidu yii
Saibata l-hamdi "Tu reunissais [dans tes mains], adolescent [encore],
le mieux de ce que le jeune homme [peut] reunir, et tu n'as pas cesse
de taccroitre [en grandeurs], 0 Saibat al-Hamd!" We would render
the sentence as follows: "You have (already) as a youth acquired
the best of what a man as a rule acquires, and you have never ceased
to increase (to augment your gains), 0 blessed Saiba!" Boneschi's
rendering of kasaba in the following verse by Hassan b. Iabit
(Diwiin, no. 73, 3; Ibn Hisam, p. 648) comes somewhat closer to the
meaning postulated by him for the Qur'an: wal-cA$imu l-maqtiUu
'inda ragiCihim kasaba l-ma'iiliya 'innahu lakasidn» "Et al-'A~im,

tue pres de leur [puits d'ar-] Ragi C a gagne [par sa mort] les [Plus
hauts] merites: certes, il [a Me] le [veritable] gagneur!". Al-ma'iili, as
well as the related expressions al-culii, al-makiirim, etc., does not
mean "merits", but rather "great deeds, heroic deeds". They
bestow glory on the hero in the eyes of men, and for this reason
ma'iili and its equivalents may secondarily acquire the connotation
"glory". But it primarily denotes that which is "acquired" by the
hero, the heroic deed itself. The good and sublime deed, or the bad
one, is itself the "gain", "acquisition" or "booty" (see below p. II3).

The root ksb as a term for the "acquisition" of heroic deeds and
ideal "values" is clearly in evidence in the following passage (Imrq.,
no. 5, 8): wakullu makiirimi l-'a!Jliiqi siirat 'ilaihi himmati wanamii
ktisdbi "My ambition aims at everything that is glorious of essence
and by [all] that my 'acquisitive desire' is attracted." Heroic deeds
are realized by "action". Their "doing" thus represents their
"acquisition". It is not the "merit" which results from its realization,
nor the "profit" (in the Qur'anic view: the reward granted by God)
that is meant by the "acquisition" as expressed by the verb kasaba.
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Thus karimu l-makdsibi ('A 'sa Hamdan, no. 5, 27) naturally does
not mean "he whose profit (or: glory) is noble", but rather: "he
whose 'acquired' deeds (literally: 'acquisitions') are noble". Cf. also
'Dmar b. Abi Rabi 'a, no. r67, 53: wafina . . . lil-!Jairi kassiibun. " .
"and among us ... there are those who 'acquire' the good ... ",
that is: "who do the noble thing". Also, ibid. no. 205, 24: fanagtanibu
l-maqaq,i'a lJaitu kanat wanaktasibu l-'ala'a maca l-kasubi "and we
avoid the ignominious wherever it may be; and we 'acquire' the
sublime (that is: we do the sublime, the heroic) [together] with
those who are wont to 'acquire' it".

The verb whose figurative meaning is "to do", "to carry out
actions", is naturally also used to denote bad, negative, that is,
unmanly deeds. Cf., e.g., 'A 'sa no. 7r, 4: at-tariku l-kasba l-!Jabita
'iq,a iahaiya'a lilqiidli " (he is one) who abandons the 'bad acquisition'
(that is, futile, unmanly doings), when he girds for the fight". We
compare with the expression al-kasb al-!Jabit the expression kasb
al-!Jana in the following line of Muraqqis the Elder (Mufar!,rjaliyat
no. 54, 25; p. 490 , r6): lasnd ka'aqwamin mala'imuhum kasbu l-!Jana
wanahkatu l-mahram, The scholion to this passage states: yaqid«:
la nahgu n-ndsa.: And Lyall obviously bases his interpretation on
it by rendering the line as follows: "Weare not like some folk whose
daily food is earned by foul speech and the rending of reputations."
Such an idea seems to be far-fetched and not to occur elsewhere in
Arabic poetry. We must note that al-"Asma 'i (v. scholion) has the
reading kasbu l-!Jabiti instead of kasbu l-!Jana, and this reading also
appears in manuscript versions of the text itself (although this
reading is not quite unobjectionable metrically, v. Lyall in his
critical apparatus to the text). Kasbu l-!Jana, however, must be
considered identical with this latter expression, which appears in
the above-quoted passage of 'A 'sa, but also elsewhere. We thus
translate the line as follows: "We are not like people whose 'food'
(= 'doing') consists in the 'acquisition of the disgraceful (or: the
bad)' (that is: in low, ignominious activities) and in violating what
should not be violated."

1 This explanation is based on the original meaning of !lana: "to use foul
speech against ('ala) somebody". The expression is also used without com­
plement: "to use obscene, ugly language". And this meaning is often intended
figuratively: !lana = "ignominy, shamefulness, evil; shameful, evil (= !la­
bi1)" (see below). One may compare the change of meaning in the German
"schimpflich" = "ignominious, shameful" from "schimpfen" = "to use
foul speech (against somebody)".
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The verbal noun kasb "earning of a livelihood", if used concretely,
means "sustenance" and is identical with mata'im (plur. of mat'am)
"food". As the former may be used to designate either the per­
forming of an action or, concretely, the performed action, so may
the idea of "food" on occasion mean "action" . We must also refer
to other passages in this context. In a poem of 'Abdarrahman b.
Hassan b. Tabit (ZDMG 54/1900, p. 442) it says: yumsi 1 ffami$a
l-baini min 'amali i-tuqii waya?allu min 'amali l-ffabiti batina, "He
spends the night (or: evening) while his stomach is meagre from
performing honest deeds, and spends the day with a stomach fat
from doing evil", that is: "His stomach grows lean from performing
honest deeds, and it grows fat from doing evil". On the one hand,
the word kasb in the phrase kasb al-ffabit (kasb al-ffana) has here
its equivalent in the usual word for "doing": 'amal in 'amal al­
ffabit and its opposite: 'amal at-tuqd. On the other hand, here, too,
the idea of "eating" is used, with its physiological consequences for
man. This latter idea is also found elsewhere. We quote here only
the verse of Maiya bint Dirar, from a poem on the death of her
father (in Diwan al-Ijansa', p. 183, 5): yatwi 'irJ,a ma s-sul:z,l:z,u
"abhama quflahi; batnan mina z-ziidi l-ffabiti ffami$a "At a time when
the greed of men made its lock indistinct (undiscoverable?) [that
is, at the time of a general famine when men are usually stingy] he
was in the habit of 'rolling up' his stomach which was meager of
'evil food' " (that is to say: he was then fat by good, moral actions,
by practising charity). Ziid is here, of course, identical with kasb,
as well as with mata'im (d. below, p. u8 ff.).

We also adduce here a passage from the Diwan of 'Antara (no.
19, 12) where the counterpart of this idea, the "noble food" is
mentioned: walaqad 'abitu 'ala t-tawa wa'a?alluhu l:z,atta 'anala bibi
karima l-ma'kali "I spend the night hungry and remain so by day
until I obtain in this state the noblest food", that is to say: "until
I catch hold of the noble deed".2 This line is very similar in thought

1 The tradition of the passage in al-Baladurf's A nsiib al-asriif, vol. 5
(Jerusalem 1934), p. 125, II, reads yu1!t'i. For the contrast: yumsi "he
spends the evening (or: night)" and yazailu. "he spends the day", cf., e.g.,
the analogous contrast in <Antara, no. 19, 12 (quoted and translated
below): walaqad abitu 'alii !-!awii wa'a?alluhu ...

2 The hunger motif is an outgrowth of the actual hunger which distinc­
tively marks Beduin life. This concrete meaning of "going hungry" is
still perceptible here, in spite of its figurative meaning. For various exam­
ples for the motif of "hunger" as it appears in this passage: "I spend
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and mood to the above (p. 66 and p. 109) quoted passage in the
Diwan of Imrq., no. 5, 7-8, where the verb ndla "to attain" is
used side by side with iktisab. 1

As to the figurative use of kasaba, iktasaba in the Qur'an,
Boneschi has collected a great number of relevant passages (l.e.,
p. 24-43 and has interpreted them to fit the meaning of the term
as suggested by him (see above p. r07).

We quote only a few of Boneschi's interpretations. Sura 2, v. 75
(Bon., l.e. p, 24): bald man kasaba saiyi'atan ... ja'ula'ika ashdb«
n-niiri hum jiha lyaliduna "Oui, certes, [eeuxJ qui ont obtenu [un
lucre mondain au moyen d'June mauvaise action ... ceux-la [memes
serontJ les compagnons du feu [de l' enjer], et ils y resteront!". Also
Sura 4, v. III (Bon., l.e., p. 25): waman yaksib "itma« [a'innama
yaksibhu (ala najsihi wakana llahu (aliman hakiman. "Et [si] quel­
qu'un obtient [un lucre mondain au moyen d'J un crime, ill'obtient
[, en verite,] seulement contre soi-meme ; et Dieu est savant,
sage!". Or, Sura 2, v. 225 (Bon., 8, 26): la yu'alyirjukumu llahu bit­
lagwi ji 'aimanikum walakin yu'alyirjukum bimii kasabai qulubukum
wallahu gajurun l}alimun "Dieu ne vous punira pas a cause de la
legerete [qu'il y a] dans vos serments; mais Il vous punira a cause
de ce que vos cceurs [yJ ont accumule [de malice aleur profit mon­
dain]; et Dieu [est un Seigneur] qui pardonne, [qui est] doux!".

Boneschi's view that it is the "wordly advantage which results
from a bad action (or God's punishment for it)", or "God's reward
for a good deed" that is acquired, cannot be accepted. This inter­
pretation arbitrarily assumes the meanings of "acquiring worldly
profit, divine punishment" and "acquiring divine reward" for
kasaba and iktasaba which these verbs simply do not have. These
verbs whose basic meaning is "to acquire" and which are used here

the night and also the morning going hungry", see below p. 296 ff.
I The same attitude seems to us to be expressed also in an expression

which occurs in the following passage (Labid, no. II, 1-4; Halidl, p. 49):
(1) dati l-lauma ... (3) falau 'annani tammart« mali tnanaslakii ... (4)
raditi bi 'adna 'ailina wa[tamidtina 'ida sadarat 'an qiirisi» wanaqi'i "( 1)
Desist from upbraiding (0 woman) ... (3) Had I increased my live-stock
and its young, ... (4) you would be content with my (literally: our) lowliest
livelihood and you would praise me (literally: us) whenever they (that is: the
camels) empty their milk which one may let become sour or may drink fresh."
Wealth and good living which results from abstaining from charity is called
"low life", or, if we assign to 'ail here a meaning which seems more probable,
a "mean sustenance". 'Adna l-'aili here seems to be the exact counterpart
of karim al-matkal in the line of 'Antara, and thus related to kasb al-ljabiJ.
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in a figurative sense, "to do, to practise", have as their objects
terms which denote activities of special character. Most passages
in the Qur'an which are relevant here refer, as is to be expected,
to divine reward or punishment for certain actions. But this is a
separate, independent and additional idea, which is expressed by
a special, additional term (e.g., in Sura 4, v. III, by the expression
<alii nafsihi; d. to this Sura 41, v. 46, where in a similar context
'amila is used). This idea is not expressed by the verb kasaba and
its objects.

The Qur>anic use of kasaba is based on the pre-Islamic, secular
usage of the verb for which we have given above a series of examples.
The object of kasaba is, in these cases, the good and heroic (or the
bad, unworthy) action itself. This action is "acquired", that is,
objectively speaking, "carried out", "done". There is no mention
of the "acquisition" of something that results from the performing
of these activities. Al-makiirim, al-ma'iili, or al-habit, respectively,
are the heroic and good, or bad deeds themselves, not the rewards
or punishments which are their consequences. It is the actions
themselves which are "acquired" by being performed. Reward or
glory, punishment or reproach, are consequences of these actions
which mayor may not be intended by the active individual; in any
case, these consequences are not implied in the verb kasaba and
the term for the activity which forms its object.

We have specified above that kasaba which originally means "to
acquire" has become the term for the performing of certain activities
by virtue of the ethical view of the Arab that actions represent the
possessions of the acting person. It goes without saying that this
implied idea may occasionally recede into the background or be
entirely forgotten so that the term expresses only what actually
happens: in this case, the doing, performing (= <amila). To what
extent this semantic development has taken place in the Qur'anic
usage of our term, is difficult to determine. It seems very probable
that also Muhammad still shared the original genuinely Arab view.

The general idea of "acquisition" (= "doing") is often implement­
ed by more specific terms than kasb, iktisiib. It is, for instance,
expressed by the expression "booty". In a poem ascribed to Hutaia
(and received by Goldziher, ZDMG 47, 194, into his Diwiin) this
concept is applied to an act of hospitality: ... qad qadau haqqa
rj,aifihim falam yagramu waqad ganimu gunmii "... so that they
had fulfilled their duty towards their guest and had not gotten
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into debt [by not fulfilling] and had gained a booty". The term
refers to manly deeds in general in a verse of Ma(n b. 'Aus (no. I, 36):
taaya'iaddu. gunman Jil-/:tawaditi nakbaii wama 'in lahii JiM sana'un
wala gunmu "[My fellow-tribesman] credits himself-as booty
wrested from the course of events-with any blow of fate which
strikes me, although he never gains glory nor booty from them
(i.e., from the events) for himself."

There is no essential difference between this typically Arabic
concept of "booty" and other terms which are taken from the
commercial sphere and are used in a similar figurative way. The
"acquisition" of manly deeds-in the usual Arabic sense, that is,
heroic deeds, including the vendetta and helping the weak-and
of the resulting glory is termed as "expensive", but "profitable".
We give the following example from the Diwan of Tirimmah (no.
I, 14): sa'ii iumrna 'aglat bil-ma(ali su(atuhii waman yuglifi rib (iya#
l-magdi yurbi/:ti "He (the slain hero) has devoted himself to manly
activities (in this case: he has fulfilled the duties of the vendetta).
May then those who-have the duty of avenging him pay dearly for
the glorious deed (or: for the glory).-And whoever pays dearly
for [the cultivation and preservation of] age-old glory, profits.".'
Cf. also 'Al].tal, p. 159, 3: 'aglaita /:tina tawakalatni Wa'ilun "inna
l-makdrima 'inda gaka gawali "And you have paid dearly for the
glory, when Wa'il deserted me. Indeed, the cost of glory is high
in such cases!".

Such expressions from the commercial sphere ('aglii "to pay
dearly", rabiha "to be profitable", "arbaha "to profit", and the
related term #gara "business") appear often in connection with
strictly ethical and even spiritual ideas and the activities which
result from them. To be sure, to the extent to which they involve
giMd, "the 'holy' war", they are not entirely divorced from the
secular sphere. The most pronounced examples of this kind can be
found in the Qur'an, e.g. Sura 2, 15: "These are people who have
bought error in exchange for right guidance, and their deal was not
profitable (lama rabihat tigaratuhum)." Similarly, Sura 61, lO-II:

1 We deviate from Krenkow's interpretation of this line, based on the
scholion: "He strove, for his ancestors who strove acquired eminence at a
high price,- ... ". The details of our interpretation-the optative function
of the perfect of the verb 'aglat and the meanings ascribed by us to sa'a;
(= "to avenge") and tumma (= "then" in a non-temporal, logical sense)­
will be discussed within a treatment of the passage as a whole (lines !2-I6

of the poem) which we shall take up later.
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"Shall I point out to you a 'business' (hal 'adullukum <ala tigaratin)
which will save you from cruel punishment? Believe in God and
His messenger! Wage war for God staking your goods and your
life! ..." (v. also Sura 35, 26). In view of the fact that the gihad, the
"war (for God)" is included into this "business" (tigara) of mainly
spiritual character, we may refer to the line of Hatim at-Ta'i
(p. 17, 10) where the same term is applied to war activities in the
ordinary Arab sense: 'inna tigaratana qaudu l-giyadi ila 'arrj,i
l-<aduwi wa'inna naqsimu n-nafald "It is our 'trade' to lead the
steeds into the territory of the enemy and we divide the spoil".

Tor Andrae (Der Ursprung des Islams und das Christentum, in
Kyrkohistorisk Arsskrijt, 1925, p. 86 ff.) derives this Qur'anic
parlance, "the (profitable) business", from the Syrian-Christian
religion in which the idea of the lucrum spirituale plays a large role.
G. Widengren (Mesopotamian elements in M anichaeism, p. 95)
follows him in this assumption.

A similar figurative sense of tigara "business" occurs in a poem
by Labid (Diwan no. 40, 59). H. Ringgren, "Die Gottesfurcht im
Koran", Orientalia Suecana, II (1954), p. 120, cites the passage
with reference to the Qur'anic passages. We quote the line in ques­
tion, with the preceding and the following line (v. 58-60): (58) talumu
(ala Pihlaki ji gairi rjillatin wahalliya ma 'amsaktu 'in kuntu bii!Jila
(59) ra'aitu t-tuqii teal-hamda !Jaira tigaratin rabiilJan 'irJii ma l-mar'u.
"asbaha iaqila (60) wahal huwa 'iUa ma btanii fi lJayatihi 'ida qa(]aju
jauqa rj-rjarilJi l-ganadila. Brockelmann, in his translation of the
Diwan gives the following translation of v. 59 (adopted by Ringgren,
l.c.): "Gott zu furchten, ihn zu preisen und ihm zu danken, halte
ich fur das Geschaft, das am gewinnbringendsten ist, wann der
Mensch dem Tode nahe ist". In his "Allah und die Gotzen", Arch.'
j. Rel.-Wiss. 21 (1922), p. II7, Brockelmann translates: " ... , wenn
der Mann in Not ist". We must insist that the preceding line (v. 58)
must be taken into account in interpreting v. 59. v. 58: "She
upbraids me because I use up my possessions-in a not useless
manner. However, do I keep what I hold, if I stint ?". We cannot
help assuming that the following lines (v. 59-60) contain further
reasons for the reply to the reproach contained in v. 58.

The setting of this passage: a generous man reproached by a
woman, and the figurative use of tigara in his answer to her, calls to
mind a similar line of Farazdaq (Naqa'irj, 503, 5): 'ala ma ta'lami
anna n-nadii min !Jaliqatiwakullu 'aribin tiigirin yaiarabbaha» "Don't
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you know (0 woman) that generosity is my nature-and every
clever merchant makes a profit!" We may also compare the passages
quoted and interpreted below p. II9-120 (Ma'n b. >Aus, no. II,38-40
and Hatim at-Tai, p. 47, I) which in respect to motif and formal
structure are a perfect parallel to the verses of Labid: both instances
of a very common motif in Arabic poetry. Labid justifies (in v. 59-60)
his squandering of his possessions for the sake of charity, using, as
Farazdaq does in the quoted line, the image of the "profitable deal".
If al-hamd in Labid's verse meant the praising of God in the hour
of death or emergency-an idea which hardly occurs in this literature
-we would except the object "God" explicitly mentioned. Al-hamd
by itself, without any object, usually means "praise, glory" in its
ordinary meaning: glory acquired by a man through his actions.
This may include the attitude which results in glory, as, e.g., in
the following line by Ma 'n b. >Aus (no. I, 40): ... likaffi mufidin
yaksibu l-hamda toan-nadii waya'lamu "anna l-buhla yu'qibuha
rJ,-rJ,ammu " ... from the hand of a bread-winner who 'acquires'
praise (or: the praiseworthy deed) and generosity (cf. p. 109),
because he knows that stinginess engenders disgrace" (d. also
Zuhairno. 3, 42, quoted below p. II9). For al-hamd in the passage
of Labid, two variant-readings are given: al-gad, which means
"generosity", and at-birr. The reason given in v. 58 for the squan­
dering of one's wealth: that it does not stay with him anyway, is
further elaborated in lines 59-60 by the statement that actions
performed by a person during his lifetime (including generosity)
remain his even after his death: "(59) I see that 'the fear (of God)'
and 'generosity' (during his life )(have been) his most profitable
deal, when he is near death. (60) Is he (= man) anything else but
what he has 'built' during his life (see above p. 98, n. 2), when they
throw stones on his grave? ... ".

As to the various readings extant for the noun which follows at­
tuqa in v. 59: al-hamd, al-gad and al-birr , the two former readings
must at least be considered as interpretations or paraphrases of the
original expression in the passage. For besides the term tuqa in v. 59
itself, the mention of prodigality in v. 58 and of the deeds performed
("built") during one's life in v. 60 make it perfectly clear, that the
concept meant here is man's philanthropic and ethical activity. Al­
birr must be considered as most probably the original reading. For
we find birr appearing very frequently in connection with tuqa
(taqwa, originally "fear of God"), both in the Qur>an and in ancient
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poetry (d. the passages quoted by Ringgren, l.c., p. 121 and 124).
In the passage from Labid, we interpret birr not in a religious sense,
"piety, pious behavior towards God", but in its original secular
sense: "loyalty, fidelity and obedience to one's fellow-tribesmen"
(a concept which is largely identical with the behavior designated
by silai ar-ral}im), which includes the rendering of help and aidings
with one's possessions.

Also tuqii in our line can be used in such a way that the idea of
"fear of God" is hardly felt as any longer present in it. This seems
to follow from a passage in a poem ascribed to >Abu Bakr (Ibn
Hisam, p. 417, 3-4) quoted above, p. 76. Tuqii is obviously identical
there with birr, and, as the latter, the opposite of kufr and (uquq
(see ibid.). Also the adjective taqiy clearly implies the concept
of "moral behavior", especially in the relationship to one's relatives,
as appears from its use in the following context (Zuhair, no. 3, 39):
taqiyun naqiyun lam yukattir ganimatan. binahkati di qurbii ... "(He
is) moral, pure, not taking too much booty in violation of [the right
of other] kinsmen ... ". The concepts for a "respectful relationship"
between the members of a tribe and the "reverential behavior"
towards God seem even to be interchangeable and identicaL We
refer, on the one hand, to the dual meaning expressed by birr (v.
above), and, on the other hand, to passages like the following (Ma'n
b. >Aus, no. I, 32-33): [alaulii ttiqii>u lliihi ioar-rabima llati ri(iiya­
tuhii haqqun. wata'tiluhii ;ulmu (33) >irJan la'aliihu biiriqi ... " (32)
Were it not for the fear of God and the ties of blood which must be
respected and which to disregard it is a crime, (33) I would have
brought my sword upon him ... ". Moreover d. (Zuhair no. 17,35):
wamin daribaiihi t-taqwii waya '$imuhu min saiyi>i l- 'atariiti lliihu
iear-rabim« "And his nature is "fear (of God)", and God and the
ties of kinship preserve him from improper conduct.".

We maintain, therefore, that in the passage of Labid under
discussion we must read: ai-tuqd teal-birr, that it designates the
gentle, respectful behavior exhibited by a man during his life-time
towards his fellow-tribesmen, including generosity and hospitality,
and that the naming of these activities as a "profitable deal" ex­
presses a genuinely Arab idea which, through its adoption by
Muhammad, has received a religious content.

The passage of Labid raises another point for discussion. We know
that the exploits of ancestors remain preserved for their descendants
and must be cultivated by the latter. In our passage, the spending
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of material goods for charity is justified by pointing out that in the
hour of death and after death nothing remains for a man but the
ethical actions performed by him during his lifetime, the deeds
which he has "built". We have tried to show that Labid's statement
reflects an old-Arab point of view. Its phrasing, however, un­
mistakeably reveals a turn towards an ethically and spiritually
deeper outlook. Labid's attitude as reflected in the passage should
be considered in the light of an utterance of Hatim at-Ta'i which
appears in a similar context (no. 21,1-7; p. 16-17): "(I) Easy, Nawar!
do not upbraid so much! ... (4) When the stingy man dies, evil
reputation follows him and his heir reaps his camels. (5) fasduq
hadiiaka 'inna l-mar?a yatba'uhu ma kana yabni 'ida ma na'suhu
J:tumilii Truly, what a man has built, follows him when he is carried
away on his bier.... (7) Do not reproach me on account of the
possessions with which I have manifested my loyalty to relatives
... ". The phrase: "what a man has builtfollows his bier", shows a
certain similarity with the idea found in Jewish, Mandaic and early
Christian literature that works "accompany" the dead person (to
his grave) (d. R. Mach, Der Zaddik in Talmud und Midrasch,
Leiden 1957, p. 181ft., p. 184), or, in Jewish literature also: that
works "precede" the dead person. The idea appears also in Islamic
literature (d. ibid., p. 189): there (as also in Christian literature)
works are described as "following" the dead (see N asa'i IV, 53;
Mustadrak 1,74, quoted by Mach, l.c., n. I: yaiba't« l-maiyita ... ).
The idea expressed in all these literatures is assumed to have
originated in Iran (v. Mach. l.c., p. 188).

It is worth considering to what extent the Islamic idea is built
on the above-mentioned "pagan" motif (as expressed in the
utterances of Hatim at-Ta'i and Labid) and thus is not due to
foreign influences. This pre-Islamic motif fits very well with the
Arab idea that exploits remain preserved (for the future) and that
glory is imperishable.

The good works which are described in these literatures as
accompanying man to his grave or into the beyond, are also defined
by them as "travelling allowance, viaticum" (see Mach, l.e., p. 190 ff.,
and d. M. Grunbaum, ZDMG 42,259 ff.). This view is also ordinarily
ascribed to Iranian influence (d. Mach, l.e.). Also in the Qu'an
(Sura 2, 193) a comparable idea occurs: '" wamii taj'alu min
!Jairin ya(lamuhu ltiihu watazauwadu fa'inna !Jairaz-ziidi t-taqteii ...
" ... whatever good you do, God knows it. Provide yourselves with
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provisions! Truly, the best provisions is the fear of God! ... ". In
the traditional interpretation this refers to the preparation of
provisions for the beyond. Cf. R. Basset, La Borda du Cheikh el
Bousiri, Paris 1894, p. 25 ff., who remarks: "Le Qoran dit: 'Amassez
vous un viatique (pour l'autre monde), or le meilleur est la crainte
de Dieu'. On reconnait ici l'imitation du verset de Saint Luc :'Facite
vobis sacculos qui non veterascunt, thesaurum non deficientem in
coelis' (XII, 33)." The idea of a viaticum is reflected in a passage
found in 'Asa's Diwan (no. 17, 17-18) and plays a certain role in
Islamic literature (especially in the views of the SUfis, see Basset,
l.c., and H. Ritter, Das Meer der Seele, p. 183-184).1

It may be enlightening to quote here a few passages from old­
Arabic poetry in which similar trains of thought occur. Zuhair,
Diwiin, no. 3, 42-44: (42) [alau kiina hamda» yu!Jtidu n-niisa tam
tamut watiikinna hamda n-niisi laisa bimu!Jtidi (43) watiikinna minhu
biiqiyiitin wiriitatan ja'aurit banika ba(rj,ahii watazauwadi (44)
tazauwad 'itii yaumi t-mamiiti ja'innahu watau karihathu n-najsu
>ii!Jiru mau(idi "(42) If praiseworthy works (or: glory) could make
a man immortal, then you would not die; but praiseworthy works
(or: glory) cannot make a man immortal. (43) And yet, there are,
through heritage, perennial [values] in praiseworthy works: there­
fore, bequeath some of it to your sons and provide yourself with
provisions! (44) Supply yourself with provisions for the day of your
death: for it is the last goal, although the soul does not like it". 2

The interpretation of hamd, "praiseworthy works (including glory)",
as "provisions" of a man and its partial bequeathing to his sons
represents of course a very original idea.

In the lines (addressed to a woman) of Ma 'n b. 'Aus (no. II, 38-40)
the charity practised by a man during his life-time is designated as
his "provisions": there is no mention of the bequeathing of part of
it to one's sons: (38) >a(iiq,ita ... (39) >ida ziila na(si wa(taratni
maniyati wa$iiJ;abtu fi taJ;di $-$afiJ;a t-munarj,rj,adii (40 ) jaquti jatan
mii gaiyabU fi rj,ariJ;ihim tazauwada min hubbi l-qirii mii tazauwadii
"(38) 0 railing woman [reproaching me because of my munificence]
... (39) When once the fate of death befalls me and my bier begins

1 A similar idea occurs in Buddhist sources (see Basset, l, c., p. 27, and
Widengren, The Great Vohu Manah (1945), p. 87ff.).

2 Rescher (Beitr. z, arab. Poesie, IV, 2; p. 44) translates v. 43 b: "so vererbe
also einiges davon auf deine Sohne und schaff dir so eine Wegzehrung".
This translation identifies-unjustifiably, in our opinion-the "provisions"
(zad, "viaticum") with the glory left to the sons.
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to move, when I become a companion of the superposed slabs, then
say: 'What an excellent man have they buried in their grave (i.e.,
the grave dug by them), [a man] who has provided himself with a
considerable amount of provisions from the love of hospitality',"
that is to say: a man who has indulged on a very large scale in his
passion of practising hospitality. One may perhaps compare the
expression of the idea "to practise hospitality" by the phrase "to
obtain 'provisions' through hospitality" with the designation of
hospitality as "booty" in the line of Hutaia (ZDMG 47, 197),
quoted above p. II3. The difference between this instance and the
above-quoted passages from Zuhair and Ma 'n b. )Aus consists in
the fact that in these latter the expression "to provide oneself with
provisions" appears in connection with the expected death of man.
This holds also of the expression "profitable business" in the above­
discussed passage of Labid (no. 40, 59).

In a very similar context as in Ma 'n b. )Aus, the idea of "providing
oneself with provisions" appears in Hatim at-Ta)i (p. 47, v. I; no.
63, I) : )a'aljila 'inna l-mdla gairu.mu1JaUidi* ioa'iwna l-gina 'ariyatun
fatazauwadi "0 railing woman! Possessions do not bestow on [man]
eternal life; and we possess riches only as a loan. Therefore [0 man],
provide yourself with provisions!" That is to say: Practise charity!
(d. ibid., v. 2). Although the passage is directed to a critic, the
statement must be taken as a truth of general validity, and the
command that follows it is to be taken as a good advice for everyone
(as in the quote from Zuhair, no. 3, 42-44, see above p. II9; d. also
the very similar sententious statements quoted below).l

Very similar to this line of Hatim at-Ta)i is the following verse
of Qais b. al-Hatim (no. 6, 17): [amii l-miii« waPa1Jlaqu )illa
mu'aratun [amd sia'ta min ma'yufiha fatazauwadi "Possessions and
the good character qualities are only bestowed (on one) as a loan;
therefore, obtain provisions from their goodness as much as you
can!" To be sure, "liberality" is not expressly mentioned here, nor
anything equivalent to it. Nevertheless, it would be wrong to inter­
pret the command tazauwad "provide yourself!" here as an ex­
hortation to enjoy life (in consonance with another idea recurrent

1 A different interpretation of the command tazauwad in this passage,
which seems unacceptable to us, is given by Schulthess (ibid., translation,
p. 71, n. 2): "Zuerst redet er seine Frau an, die ihn davon abhalten will,
einem diirftigen Wanderer zu reichlich zu spenden, dann diesen selber"
(namely with the words: "So versieh dich denn mit Proviant!").
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in Arabian antiquity). Whenever the verb tazauwada appears in
contexts like the one under discussion, it refers to the practice of
hospitality and to the performance of manly deeds in general.'

Reverting once more to the Qur'anic passage (Sura 2, 193),

quoted above p. II8, we would like to stress that the passage shows
a strong resemblance to the above-quoted passages from ancient
Arabic poets which speak of the "provisions" which man obtains by
practising charity and hospitality. The passages also express the
idea that the lifespan and the material goods which are a prerequisite
for practising charity are limited. In other passages the idea is ex­
pressed that only his works remain to a man after his death; there
is also the indication (Labid, no. 40, 59, quoted above p. IIS) that
man becomes aware of this when he approaches death.

We might be tempted to equate the idea of obtaining provisions
in these early Arabic secular passages with the idea of obtaining a via­
ticum for the beyond in the above-mentioned non-Arabic literatures
and to assume that the old-Arabic concept of tazauwud in its figurative
sense was borrowed from one of them. This seems out of the question
to us. If this were the case, the destination of these provisions for
the beyond would be clearly stated in our early Arabic sources.

We assign to the idea of "obtaining provisions" in these ancient
Arabic passages a more limited meaning. The passages discussed
by us seem to substantiate the meaning that the manly deed
continues to subsist after its performance and that it exists quite
independently of the actual event. Closely related to this meaning
is the idea of the action surviving its performer. The continued
existence of a noble deed after its actual performance furnishes the
reason for considering it as an acquisition. "Acquisition" on its part,
in this special meaning of the term, is designated with various terms,
taken from Arab social life, e.g., with the term "booty". Such a

1 We consistently explain similarly also the passage Tarafa, app. 5, 8 which
differs from the last-discussed only in one respect: instead of the idea of
"lent possessions and character qualities" in the latter, it speaks of "lent
days" (la'amruka mii l-'aiyamu 'illa mu'iiratuw .. . ). We refer also to the
line <Antara, app. 9, 6 in which it is manly activity in general whose enjoy­
ment is described as laudable, and in which the idea "to obtain provisions"
is expressed by a lithotes: rafiqun bitafrigi Pumiiri walaffiha lima niila
min ma'riifiha gairu zahidi " ... [a man] adept at 'separating' and 'massing'
activities, not abstemious of their good" (in the text tariihu . . . ; rafiq as
transmitted in al-Mar'zubanf's Mu'gam as-su'ara" p. 31, 14, where the
poem id ascribed to 'Adham b. 'Abi z-Zara> at-Ta T},
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concept-perhaps the most basic in the life of a nomadic Arab so
beset by hunger and privation-is also the idea of ziid "provisions"
("viaticum"), with the verb tazauwada "to obtain provisions". It
is very understandable in the light of these conditions that this
concept was also applied to the urge for hospitality and generosity,
as expressed in the verse of Man b. >Aus, no. II, 40 (quoted above
p. II9): "he has obtained as many provisions as possible from his
love of hospitality". The idea of generosity as an "obtained posses­
sion" is clearly and explicitly stated in the following line of Hassan
b. Tabit (no. 155, ro): iumana kana 1:Jaira man ndla n-nadii sabaqd
n-ndsa bi>iqsatin wabir "Furthermore, they (i.e., the two ancestors
of Hassan mentioned) were the best of those who have 'obtained'
the (practice of) generosity; they outstripped the (other) men in
honesty and moral behavior (towards their fellow-tribesmen) ".1

As to the Qur'anic passage (Sura 2, 193) discussed above p. lIS,
the fact that "generosity" or "charity" is not explicitly mentioned
in it as what one "provides for himself", but rather "fear of God"­
a concept which includes moral behavior (d. above p. II7)-is no
reason to understand tazauwud differently here. Indeed, the advice
to "provide oneself from the 'fear of God' " follows on the statement:
"Whatever good you do, God knows it".

On the other hand, the later combination of the idea of "pro­
visions" ("viaticum") consisting of good works with the Islamic
doctrine of the beyond suggested itself very easily. That this idea
of a viaticum for the beyond or its variations might have also been
imported from other cultures is a distinct possibility. However,
since this imported idea met with the autochthonous idea of the
works gathered during lifetime, the combination represents only an
extension of the original domestic idea.

1 With nata n-nadii we should compare yaksibu l-hamda uian-nadii (Ma en b.
'Aus, no. 1,40 quoted above, p. II6). For ndla (= kasaba) in a similar context
see also Imrq., no. 5, 7-8 (quoted above p. 66 and p. 109).



CHAPTER THREE

SUNNAH AND RELATED CONCEPTS

A. Sunnah and Sirah.

In his Introduction to Islamic Law (Oxford 1964), p. 17 ff.,
J. Schacht expressed himself as follows with regard to the term
"sunnah of the Prophet": "Sunna in its Islamic context originally
had a political rather than a legal connotation; it referred to the
policy and administration of the caliph. The question whether the
administrative acts of the first two caliphs, Abu Bakr and 'Umar,
should be regarded as binding precedents, arose probably at the
time when a successor to 'Umar had to be appointed (23/644), and
the discontent with the policy of the third caliph, 'Uthman, which
led to his assassination in 35/355, took the form of a charge that he,
in his turn, had diverged from the policy of his predecessors and,
implicitly, from the Koran. In this connexion, there appeared the
concept of the'sunna of the Prophet', not yet identified with any
set of positive rules, but providing a doctrinal link between the
'sunna of Abu Bakr and 'Umar' and the Koran. The earliest, cer­
tainly authentic, evidence for this use of the term 'sunna of the
Prophet' is the letter addressed by the Khariji leader <Abd Allah
ibn Ibad to the Umayyad caliph <Abd al-Malik about 76/695.... It
was introduced into the theory of Islamic law towards the end of
the first century, by the scholars of Iraq." In a note concerning this
passage (ibid., p. 222), Schacht refers to an article of his, specifically
devoted to this question and entitled "Sur l'expression 'Surma du
Prophete'" (published in Melanges d'orientalisme offerts a Henri
Masse, Teheran 1963, p. 361-65), in which he justified in greater
detail the nature of the concept "sunnah of the Prophet" claimed
by him (see above) to be a doctrinal link between the "sunnah of
Abu Bakr and 'Umar" and the Qur'an, and-in connection here­
with-its rather unimportant role regarding 'Utman b. 'Affan's
appointment as caliph. To clarify further, we quote the following
from this article (I.e., p. 364-65): " ... Nous devons done conclure
qu'en l'an 76/695 le concept de la sunna du Prophete ne s'etait pas
encore constitue norme independante au meme niveau que le Coran,
que ce terme, dans la pensee de <Abd Allah b. Ibad, n'allait pas au
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dela des regles enoncees dans Ie Coran, et que suivre la sunna du
Prophete ne consistait qu' a suivre Ie Livre de Dieu comme Ie
Prophete lui-meme l'avait fait. S'il y a, pour 'Abd Allah b. Ibad,
norme independante a cote du Coran, ce n' est pas la sunna du
Prophete mais la sunna d'Abfi Bakr et 'Umar. Tout cela vaut a
plus forte raison pour l'annee 23/644, et la triade Coran, sunna du
Prophete et conduite des deux premiers califes, que nous trouvons
dans les recits des historiens pour cette annee, ne doit en aucun cas
etre interpretee dans Ie sens qu'elle devait acquerir dans Ie develop­
pement d'idees posterieures. Si Ie terme sunna du Prophete existait
dej a a cette epoque, il ne voulait dire rien au dela de ce qu'il
signifie dans la lettre de 'Abd Allah b. Ibad, II est meme possible
qu'il fut insere par une generation qui devrait trouver etrange
qu'un terme qui devait devenir tellement fondamental dans 1'avenir
(mais qui manque encore dans la plupart des passages paralleles
de la lettre de 'Abd Allah b. Ibad) , ne serait pas entre en compte
a cette occasion importante. II faut que nous nous rendions compte
qu'un renvoi ala sunna du Prophete naurait guere servi d'argument
utile en 23/644, lorsqu'il s'agissait pourles Musulmans precisernent
de savoir dans quelle mesure il etait licite d'aller au dela des
decisions prises par Ie Prophete ... ".

Schacht devoted his attention in the above-mentioned article,
inter alia, also to the wording of the question addressed to the two
candidates for the caliphate (i.e., <Ali and <Urman) in the year
23/644, i.e., the wording of the question for which kind of conduct
(or better: practice) in office the candidates are prepared to commit
themselves (see especially l.c., p. 361, and p. 365). In considering the
wording of this question (and of the reply to it), he takes as basis
the phraseology generally transmitted by the historical sources
(l.c., p. 361): "Selon ce qu'ils (i.e., the historians) relatent, 'Abd
al-Rahman b. 'Awf aurait dernande a <Ali et <Urman s'il[s] s'enga­
geai[en]t a suivre Ie Coran, la sunna du Prophete et la conduite
(sira ou ji<l) des deux premiers califes, et <Ali aurait refuse de se
lier a leur exempIe ... ". This wording of the question seems to be
characterized by a terminological peculiarity, insofar as the "prac­
tice" of the Prophet is called sunnah, while the "practice" of the
two first caliphs is called sirah or fi'l, With respect to this terminolo­
gical peculiarity Schacht makes the following statement (con­
stituting a direct continuation of the statement quoted by us above
p. 123, taken from his article, l.c., p. 364-365): "... Je crois
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discerner une autre revision du texte: 'Abd Allah b. Ibad ri'hesite
pas de parler de la sunna d' Abu Bakr et 'Umar, etroitement associee
a celle du Prophete (165,4 s: sunnat Nabi Alliih $alla-lliihu 'alayhi
wa-sallam wa-Abi Bakr wa-'Umar), comme du reste il parle de la
sunna des Musulmans du passe (158, 9; 164, 18), tandis que nous
trouvons les termes sira et fi'l employes pour la conduite des deux
premiers califes dans les recits des historiens, ce qui tient compte
du developpernent systematique posterieur."

We summarize Schacht's theory as follows: Originally the practice
of the two first caliphs was referred to by the term sunnah. But later
the term sunnah was applied to "the practice of the Prophet", a
concept which originated at a later stage on the basis of doctrino­
theological considerations. And it was this application of the term
sunnah to the doctrinal concept of "the practice of the Prophet"
which caused "the practice of the two caliphs" to be named by the
term sirah. (or ji'l). Moreover, Schacht considers it possible that the
reference to "the practice (sunnah) of the Prophet" which we find
in the reports of the historians concerning the election of 'Umar's
successor, is not original and that it was inserted by a later
generation.

The wording of the oath of office to be sworn by the new caliph
after 'Umar's death-including the specific term for the concept
"practice" in this oath formula-is certainly of considerable
importance for the answer to the question whether then-and this
includes of course the entire era of early Islam preceding this
period-the concept of "the practice of the Prophet" did already
exist and to what extent it had any significance. We must, however,
consider also those versions of this oath which are transmitted by
al-Baladuri in A nsiib al-asrii].

In one of the accusations raised against 'Utman b. 'Affan by
his critics and enemies shortly before his assassination, Ka 'b b.
'Abdah (a leader of the Qurrii' in Kufa), whom 'Utrnan had caused
to be brought before him by the Governor of Kufa (and to be flogged
later on and eventually sent into exile), said to 'Utman inter alia
(al-Baladuri, Ansiib al-asrd], vol. 5, ed. S.D.F. Goitein, Jerusalem
1936, p. 42, 13): (Jaqiila lahii Ka'bun:) inna imdrata l-mu'minina
innamri krinat laka bimd awgabathu s-siirri f:i,ina 'tihadta llriha 'alri
najsika fie. . .J tasiranna bisirati nabiyihi walri tuqassir« 'anhri . . .
The editor remarks with regard to this text (see "Annotations"):
"Something has dropped out here ... Possibly masir-ka is to be
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read here [instead of tasiranna] ... ". As we stated already in Der
Islam, vol. 42/1966, p. 241, there can be no doubt that we must
read: inna imarata l-mu/minina innamii kiinat laka bimd awgabtahu
'alii najsika [ii s-surii?] hina 'dhadta lldha latasiranna bisirati
nabiyihi wala tuqassiru 'anhii (it is indeed not completely clear
how the two words,ji and as-sura, are to be arranged). This means:
"The office of the Commander of the Faithful was assigned to you
on the basis of what you have bound yourself to carry out when
you swore to God you would act in accordance with the Prophet's
Practice-or: Procedure-(sirah) and would not be remiss in its
performance ... ". It is noteworthy that, according to this tradition,
'Utman, at the time of his election, obligated himself to nothing
except to follow "the practice (or: procedure) of the Prophet", and
that the Qur>an and the practice of the first two Caliphs, Abu Bakr
and 'Umar ('Utman's immediate predecessors), are not mentioned.
However, of utmost importance-in the present context-is the
fact that this "practice of the Prophet" is referred to in this tradition
as sirah, and not as sunnah which is, according to generally accepted
opinion, the typical expression for it.!

1 For an interesting instance of the use of the term siratu Iiasiili-lliih.
in a later, legal source, we refer to the following passage in al-Mawardt's
al-Altkam as-sultiiniyah, ed. Enger, p. 231: ... wahaga l-habaru. yata'allaqu
bihi fi sirati RasUli-llahi ($l'm) altkamun jalitjalika staufaynaha«. We quote
E. Fagnan's translation of this passage, in which the term, as usual, has
been conceived in the sense of "the Biography of the Prophet" (el-Mawerdi,
Les statuts gouuernementaux, traduits par E. Fagnan, Paris 1915, p. 282):
"Si nous avons rapporte ces faits tout au long, c'est parce que, figurant
dans la biographie du Prophete, divers preceptes en decoulent." We compare
this passage with the following one (al-Mawardi, ibid., p. 306, ult.-p. 3°7, I):
faiamma tadmiwu l-'ummali li>amwali l-'usri wal-lJaragi jabiijilun lii yata­
'allaqu bib; fi s-sar'i ltukmun li'anna l-'amila mu'tamanun. The phrase lii
yata'allaqu biM [i s-sar' i ltukmun in this latter passage parallels the phrase
yata'allaqu biM ji strati Rasuli-llahi altkiimun in the former passage (al­
Mawardi, p. 231), and it is evident that siratu Rasuli-llahi represents here
a concept related to as-sar'. Consequently, the first passage (al-Mawardi,
p. 231) should be interpreted as follows: " ... and various rules of 'the
practice of Prophet' refer to this report, and for that reason we have given
it in full." Accordingly, the expression siratu. Rasiiii-lliih, though appearing
here in a later source, reflects also here the early and original meaning
of the term: "the (legal) practice of the Prophet".-With reference to
early-Islamic conditions we find the term sirat RasUli-llahi (= sunnat
RasUli-llahi) used in the following passage [Bayhaqi, Kitiib al-Mabasi«
wal-masawi, ed. Schwally, p. 86, ult.-p. 87, I): .. .[aqiila [Mu'awiyatu]:
Ya Hasanu qad kunta targu an takicna !Jalijatan walasta hunaka; [aqiila
l-Hasanu: Lnnamii l-!Jalijatu man sara bisirati RasUli-llahi ($l'm) wa'amila
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These two peculiarities of the passage-the omission of the Qur'an
and "the practice of the two caliphs", as well as the use of sirah
instead of sunnah with respect to "the practice of the Prophet­
refute the contention of the secondary origin of the concept of "the
sunnah ('practice') of the Prophet", that is: the contention that it is
not based on concrete reality, but constitutes a doctrinal, i.e., an
artificial, link between the Qur'an and "the practice of the two
caliphs (i.e., Abu Bakr and 'Umar}", and, consequently, that it
came into existence after this latter concept ("the practice of the
two caliphs").

No less important than Ka 'b b. 'Abdah's reference (shortly
before 'Urman's assassination in the year 35/655) to the obligation
taken on by 'Utrnan at the time of his appointment as caliph (see
above p. 125) is the version, transmitted by al-Baladuri, of the oath
of office that 'Abdarrahman b. 'Awf (in the year 23/644) asked the
two candidates for the caliphate ('Ali and 'Urman) to swear. We
quote at first the version of the oath of office which 'Ali was asked
to swear (l.c., p. 22,3 ff.): ... iumma alJada biyadi 'Aliyin [aqdla
lahu: 'alayka 'ahdu lliihi wamitaquhu in biiya'tuka an la tahmila
bani 'Abdi-l-Muttalibi 'ala riqdbi n-niisi walatasiranna bisirati
Rasidi-llahi (~l'm) la talJulu 'anhii wala tuqassiru fi say'in minha
«Ali's reply is in agreement with this wording of the oath of office,
see ibid., p. 22, 6-7). Thus we have also in this instance "the practice
of the Prophet" referred to by the term sirah (and not by the term
s~tnnah), and there is again no mention of the Qur'an and of "the
practice (sirah or sunnah) of Abu Bakr and 'Umar". Now, the
following is the text, according to al-Baladuri's version, of the oath
which 'Abdarrahman b. 'Awf asked 'Urman to swear (l.c., p. 22,
8-10): ... iumma alJlafa ['Abdu-r-RalJmani bnu 'Awfin] 'Uimdna
wa'alJada 'alayhi l-'uhuda uial-maseiitiqa an la yahrnila Bani
Umayyata 'ala rigabi n-ndsi wa'ala an yasira bisirati Rasuli-llahi
(~l'm) iea'Abi Bakrin ioa'Umara wala yulJalifa say'an min dalika

[ahala]a lahii. In this instance, beside "the practice of the Prophet",
also "the practice of Abu Bakr and 'Umar" is mentioned, both
concepts being represented by a single expression, which again is

bi!i'i'ati lli'ihi. '. " ...and [Mu 'awiyah] said: '0 Hasan [b. 'Ali b. Abi Talib],
you had hoped to become Caliph, and you did not succeed.' And al-Hasan
replied: 'The Caliph is the one who acts in accordance with 'the practice
of God's prophet' and acts in accordance with the obedience due to God('s
command),."
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sirah, not sunnah: "'Abdarral;man b. 'Awf made 'Urman swear
. .. to perform the Prophet's, Abu Bakr's and 'Umar's sirab
("practice, procedure") ... " Also here the Qur'an is not mentioned.
Thus, also the wording of this passage does not support the assump­
tion that "the practice (sunnah) of the Prophet" originally consti­
tutes "a doctrinal link between the Qur'an and the practice of
two first caliphs". In view of the two preceding versions of the
formula of oath in al-Baladuri's tradition, in both of which mention
is made only of "the practice (sirah) of the Prophet", one may even
be inclined to conclude that the reference to "the practice (sirah)
of Abu Bakr and 'Umar" in our last quotation (from al-Balaguri,
l.c., p. 22, 8-10) represents a secondary insertion into the original
version of the tradition, an insertion influenced by the version in
which the tradition is usually cited by the historians, where, in
fact, in addition to "the practice of the Prophet" mention is made
of "the practice of Abu Bakr and 'Umar".

The most important peculiarity in the wording (in al-Baladuri's
text) of the obligation assumed by the new caliph ('Umar's suc­
cessor) is that the "practice" of the Prophet is called sirab and not
sunnah. This term, sunnah, would necessarily have to appear in
the passages under consideration (in agreement with the subsequent­
ly emerging regular usage) if the concept "the practice of the Pro­
phet" were indeed a doctrinal link between the Qur'an and "the
practice-sirah-of the two Caliphs (Abu Bakr and 'Umar)". On
the contrary, precisely the fact that subsequently the concept "the
practice of the Prophet" was generally expressed by the term
sunnat Rasiili-lliih. and that, concurrently, the term sirat Rasidi­
llah fell largely (not entirely!) into disuse, was possibly brought
about by a consideration of a quasi "doctrinal" nature, namely by
the tendency to distinguish "the practice of the Prophet" from
"the practice of the two Caliphs, Abu Bakr and 'Umar" (sirat al­
1Jalifatayn) in a very clear and unambiguous way.

D. S. Margoliouth, in his book The early development of Moham­
medanism (London 1926), p. 70, assumes that "the practice of the
Prophet", which in the early times is most frequently mentioned
in reference to 'Urman, "was not yet anything quite definite, but
merely what was customary", that is: "the practice of the Muslims,
or of the community" (d. also Schacht, Origins of Muhammadan
jurisprudence, p. 58). With respect to this theory it must be stated
that the very specific term sirat Rasidi-llab which is used in 'Urman's
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oath of office (in al-Baladuri's report) for "the practice, procedure
of the Prophet" makes it perfectly clear that what is meant by the
expression "the practice of the Prophet" is the specific, personal
practice of the Prophet himself and not the practice of the com­
munity. And it is the adherence to the personal practice of the
Prophet, sirai Rasiili-lldh, that is specifically demanded from the
candidate to be elected as 'Umar's successor. Obviously, the adher­
ence to the law of the Qur>an was a more or less self-understood
duty for anyone aspiring to that office, or, for that matter, for any
believer. It is evident that the Prophet had his specific, personal
practice (consisting of concrete, single practices, procedures, which
-no less than the practices indicated in the Qur>an-could, of
course, in part have roots in earlier practices; cf., especially, the
practice referred to below p. I76). But it is an important fact
that the adherence to the personal practice of the Prophet was, in
connection with the election of 'Umar's successor, declared to
constitute a basic principle.

In connection with our contention that the use of the term sirat
Rasuli-Uiih in the formula of the oath which 'Utman was required
to swear at the time of his election, proves the existence of the
concept of "the practice of the Prophet" for the earliest period of
Islam, we must however mention the fact that Schacht does not
consider the term sirah as being equivalent with the term sunnah,
the term most frequently used for the concept of "practice" in
general, and with reference to the "practice of the Prophet" in
particular. In his work The origins oj Muhammadan jurisprudence,
p. 7S, Schacht states in connection with Abu Yiisuf's use of the
term "sunnah of the Prophet" in "Tr. IX, § 2I" (i.e., in Safi<i's
Kit. al-Umni, vol. 7, p. 3I8, line I4): "he [i.e., Abu Yiisuf] refers
to the 'sunna and the life history of the Prophet' ... ". And ibid.,
p. I39, footnote I, Schacht states on the basis of the same passage
as well as on the basis of "Tr. IX, 6" (i.e., Safi'i's Kit. al-Umm,
vol. 7, p. 3IO, line IS): " ... Thus Abu Yiisuf [like Shafi'I] differ­
entiates between sunna and sira": This statement by Schacht
follows his observation (I.e., p. I39) that "Shafi'I differentiates
between them [i.e., traditions regarding the biography of the
Prophet (maghiizi, sira) ] and legal traditions". We quote the two
passages from the Kit. al-Umm in the original. The first passage
(p. 3I8, line I4) reads: ... wahiirjii min amri t-Ta>iji wagayrihii
malyfu?un mashurun min sunnati Rasuli-Uiihi wasiratihi, tumma lam
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yazal-i l-Muslimuna was-salaJu fj-!jalilJu min afjlJabi Muhammadin
(fjl'm) ... 'ala rJ,alika. The second passage (P.3IO, line IS) reads:
qdla Abu YusuJa : [amii kuntu ahsib« ahadan ya'riJu s-sunnaia was­
sirata yaghalu karJ,a.! Far from any differentiation being present in
these passages between the terms sirah and sunnah-as if sirah
signified here "life-history (biography)", namely of the Prophet-,
sunnah and sirah express in these instances, as in many other
passages where sirah appears alone (without sunnah), one and the
same concept, viz., the concept of "practice, procedure". In the
second of the two above-quoted passages (that is the passage p. 310,
IS) there is, besides, no mention of "the practice of the Prophet";
what is referred to is simply "the practice customary with the
Muslims" (prior thereto a custom practiced by Abu Bakr is
mentioned).

Passages of this type establish the identity of sirah and sunnah.
We may also refer to the following passage where sunnah wasirah
is mentioned with respect to 'Umar b. al-Hattab (Tabari, Annales, I,
2680, 7): wakana min sunnati 'Umara wasiratihi an ya'lyurJ,a
'ummalahu bimuwaJati l-lJaggi [i kulli sanatin lis-siyiisaii ... In
all of these passages sirah is used as an equivalent of sunnah; and
the use of these two equivalent terms in a single phrase is nothing
but a stylistic device. Sunnatu Rasiili-llahi wasiratuhu, e.g., means:
"the practice and the procedure of the Prophet", but not "the
practice (sunnah) and the life-history (sirah) of the Prophet".

We go back to the passage in which the two terms sunnah and
sirah are used with respect to the Prophet, that is: Safi'i, Kit.
al-Umm, vol. 7, p . .V8, 14 (quoted above). The full interpreta­
tion of the pal ticular sentence containing these two synonym­
ous terms is: "This practice with respect to at-Ta'if and other
[cities besieged by the Muslims] is a practice of the Prophet which
is well-preserved in memory and well-known (ma!Jju?un mashurun
min sunnati Rasuli-llahi wasiratihi)." The important epithet
ma!Jju? "well-preserved in memory" refers to the indispensable
basis of the concept "practice (sunnah or sirah) of the Prophet",
that is "its having been observed by witnesses and having been

1 This sentence is to be compared with the following one (ibid., p. 312,

2): qala Abu Yusufa: mii kuntu a1}sibu ahadan ya'qilu l-fiqha yaghalu hildii;
furthermore (ibid., line 17): tuaqdla Abu Y'icsufa : mii kuntu ahsib« ahadan min
ahli l-fiqhi yaghalu hilrjii wala yasukku. The phrases [man] ya'qilu l-fiqha
and ahlu l-jiqhi are in this context practically not different from the phrase
[man] ya 'rifu s-sunnata uias-sirata,
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carefully transmitted". This passage, in which it is expressly
indicated that it is the sunnah of the Prophet that is meant with
"the sunnah that is well-preserved in memory and is well-known",
clarifies another passage quoted by Schacht (on the same page as
the earlier passage, i.e., Origins, p. 75) and considered by him, among
other passages, as instructive with respect to Abu Yiisuf's "idea
of sunna", This passage (in Safi'i's Kit. al-Umm, vol. 7, p. 313, 36,
and 314, 2-3) reads: balagamd 'an Rasuli-llahi ($l'm) annahu qdla:
la yahill« min fay'ikum wala haq,ihi-wa'a!Jaq,a wabratan min
saniimi ba'irin-illa l-!Jumsu ... waqad balagana nahsmon. min
haq,a min-a l-atari was-sunnati l-maMu::;ati l-ma'rufati ... Schacht
comments on this as follows: "[Abu Yiisuf] distinguishes [here]
between what he has heard on the authority of the Prophet, the
traditions (athar) , and the well-known and recognized sunna (al­
sunna al-mahfiiza al-ma'rufa). This last is simply the doctrine of
the school, the outcome of religious and systematic objections
against the ancient lax practice." However, the expression as­
sunnah al-maMu::;ah al-ma'riifah. does not mean "the well-known
and recognized sunna", and by no means can the term be identified
with "the doctrine of the school" (etc.). The meaning of the ex­
pression is: "The practice (of an early authority) that is well­
preserved in memory and is well-known (notorious)". The epithets
by which the term sunnah is characterized in this passage are those
typical of "the sunnah of the Prophet". The sunnah characterized
as "well-preserved in memory" was automatically identified as "the
sunnah of the Prophet", even with the name of the Prophet not
being mentioned. The sentence waqad balagana nal:twun min haq,a
min-a l-iiiiiri was-sunnati l-maMu::;ati l-ma'rUjati indicates that
there are other traditions from the Prophet himself similar to the
one mentioned at first (balagana 'an Rasuli-llahi annahi; qiila: ... ).

In connection with the passages which Schacht (l.c., p. 74 f.)
quotes as instructive with respect to Abu Yiisuf's "idea of sunna",
we should pay attention to the following statement by Schacht
(ibid., p. 75, at the bottom): "In Kharaj, 99, Abu Yiisuf relates
a tradition from 'Ali, according to which the Prophet used to award
40 stripes as a punishment for drinking wine, Abu Bakr 40, and
'Umar 80. He comments: 'All this is sunna, and our companions
are agreed that the punishment for drinking wine is 80 stripes'."
Schacht does not indicate what, in his opinion, this passage proves
concerning Abu Yiisuf's "idea of sunna". We should however be
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aware of the fact that-contrary to Schacht's interpretation-i-Abu
Yiisuf himself does not make any use in this statement of the term
sunnah. For the words wakullun sunnatun, "and each [of the two
degrees of corporeal punishment] is sunnah (i.e., approved practice,
based on a precedent)", are part of the tradition from <Ali and do
not belong to Abu Yiisuf's comment on it, which consists merely
of the subsequent sentence: Wa'a$ltiibunii ... "And our com­
panions ... " .

A remarkable feature of this tradition is that <Ali declares here
two different modes of procedure (sunnah) , established by two
individuals, one of whom is the Prophet, as being equally admissible.
This reminds us of the following version (transmitted by Ibn Sa 'd,
Tabaqiit, 111,1; p. 241, 1-5) of a tradition from <Umar: inna 'Umara
bna l-I]attiibi lammii ltu¢ira qdla: in asiahii] fasunnatun wa'illii
asta1Jlif fasunnatun, tuwufjiya Rasulu-llahi ($l<m) walam yasta1Jlif
watuwuffiya Abu Bakrin [astahlafa. Faqdla "Aliywn: fa'araftu
walliihi annahi; lan ya'dila bisunnati Rasuli-lliihi ($l<m),ja{jaka lz,ina
ga<alahii 'Umaru surii ... "When 'Umar b. al-Hattab died he said:
'If I appoint a successor-it is sunnah [to appoint a successor], and
if I do not appoint a successor-it is sunnah [not to appoint a succes­
sor].'-The Prophet died without appointing a successor, and
Abu Bakr died and appointed a successor.-And <Ali said:
'And I knew, by God!, that he (i.e., 'Umar) would hold nothing in
as high esteem as the sunnah of the Prophet.' And this happened
when 'Umar entrusted an electoral committee with the election of
a new caliph ... ". Kullun sunnatun in the statement transmitted
from <Ali (with reference to the number of stripes as punishment for
the drinking of wine, see above) and ... fasunnatun
fasunnatun in the statement transmitted from 'Urnar (with reference
to the appointment of a "successor") are of course identical terms.
The tradition from 'Umar reads in Ibn Ishaq's version (Ibn Hisam,
Sirah, p. 1010, 2-5) as follows: ... falawlii maqiilatun qiilahii 'Umaru
'inda wafiitihi lam yasukka l-Muslimiona anna Rasula-lliihi ($l<m)
qad-i sta1Jlafa Abd Bakrin waliikinnahu qdla 'inda wafiitihi: in
asta1Jlif faqad-i sta!Jlafa man huwa 1Jayrun minni wa'in atrukhum
faqad tarakahum man huwa 1Jayrun minni. Fa'arafa n-niisu anna
Rasula-lliihi ($l<m) lam yasta1Jlif ahadan ... " ... And were it not
for a word which 'Umar said when he was dying, the Muslims would
not have doubted that the Prophet had appointed Abu Bakr as
his successor; but he (i.e., 'Umar) said when he was dying: 'If I
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appoint a successor-someone who is better than me appointed
[a successor]; and if I leave them [without appointing for them a
chiefJ-someone who is better than me left them [without appoint­
ing a chief]'. Thus the people learned that the Prophet had appointed
no one ...". Nothwithstanding the fact that in this second version
of the tradition concerning 'Umar the term sunnah is not expressed,
the concept sunnah (or sirah) "procedure established by an early
authority and thus approved for the practice of later generations"
is to be considered implied. On the other hand, the absence of the
linguistic expression for the concept sunnah (sirah)-although the
presence of the concept itself cannot be doubted-shows that this
early application of the sunnah-concept to the Prophet cannot be
due to doctrinal considerations. Furthermore, if "the sunnah of the
Prophet" were originally a "doctrinal" concept, one would not
expect that another procedure-in its turn called sunnah-would
(in the tradition concerning the punishment for drinking wine as
well as in that concerning the appointment of a "successor") be
considered as, in principle, equally admissible. Although the sunnah
(or: sirah) of Abu Bakr and 'Umar was basically no less admissible
than the sunnah of the Prophet, a predilection for the Prophet's
sunnah existed of course from the beginning; note the statement
ascribed to <Ali: wa'araftu annahi; lan ya 'dila bisunnati Rasuli­
lliihi "and I knew that he (i.e., 'Umar b. al-Hattab) was holding
nothing in as high esteem as the sunnah of the Prophet" (see
above p. 132). At the time of the election of 'Umar's successor,
which led to the appointment of <Urman, the adherence to the prac­
tice (sirah or sunnah) of the Prophet had developed into an unalter­
able, basic principle of Islam (see above p. 129).

Inasmuch as <Ali's comment on 'Umar's attitude towards the
sunnah of the Prophet is concerned (wa<arajtu annahi: lan ya'dila
bisunnati Rasuli-lliihi) , we are reminded of a sentence in which
Malik b. Anas describes the attitude of the Medinese towards the
practice of their governor. The sentence is contained in a passage
quoted by Schacht, Origins, p. 68: "Shaibani relates in Tr. VIII, 21:
'Malik declared once: "We did not apply the lex talionis to [broken]
fingers, until 'Abdal 'aziz b. Muttalib, a judge, applied it; since
then, we have applied it." But the opinion of the Medinese does
not become right because an official «iimil) has acted thus in their
country.' ... " The sentence interpreted by Schacht as: "But the
opinion of the Medinese does not become right because ... " and
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considered by him as a comment on Malik's statement by Saybani,
reads in the original ((Safi(i, Kit. al-Umm, vol. 7, p. 3°2, 27):
falaysa ya(dilu ahlu l-Madinati fi l-asya>i bima (amila biM (amilun
fi biliidihim, It is part of Malik's statement itself and must be
interpreted as follows: "For the Medinese hold nothing in as high
esteem as a procedure practiced by a governor in their land". It is
interesting to note that the attitude of the Medinans towards the
practice of their governor is described (by Malik) in exactly the
same terms as 'Umar's attitude towards the practice of the Prophet
(in the tradition from 'All, see above p. 132).

In our attempt to prove that the concept of "the practice (sunnah)
of the Prophet" is an early-Islamic concept, we set out from the
term siratu Rasiili-lldki "the practice of the Prophet" which
appears in the oath of office which, after 'Umars death, 'Abdar­
rahman b. 'Awf presented to the candidates for the caliphate, (Ali:
and (Utman, and which was actually sworn by 'Utrnan (see above
p. 128). We now note that this term, in the sense of "the Prophet's
practice", appears even in statements which are reported from the
Prophet himself. Interestingly enough, one of these utterances
reported from the Prophet is addressed to the same 'Abdarrahman
b. 'Awf who used this term (siratu Rasuli-llahi) later on in connec­
tion with the above-mentioned oath of office. We quote from
Muhammad b. Ishaq's report (Ibn Hisam, Sirat Rasidi-lldh, p. 992,
3-5): ... iumma qdla [Rasulu-llahi]: ijurjhu (ay: al-liwa>a) ya bna
'Aiefin, ugzu gami(an fi sabiii llahi faqatilu man kafara billdhi,
la tagullu wala tagdiru wala tumattilu wala taqudi; toalidan : Fahiitja
'ahdu. llahi wasiratu nabiyihi fikum " ... : And this is the ordinance
of God and the practice of His prophet with respect to you".!

A. Guillaume, in his translation of the Sirah (Guillaume, The life
of Muhammad, p. 672), renders the phrase ... wasiratu nabiyihi
fikum by " . .. and the practice of his prophet among you", which
is in perfect agreement with Lane's translation (Dictionary, 1484 b)
of the sentence sara l-wali fi r-ra'iyati siratan hasanatan by "The
prefect, or governor, pursued among the subjects a good way of

1 Concerning the special "ordinance" or "procedure" (sirah) referred
to here, d. also ibid., p. 585, 4-6 (directly following the report ibid., p. 584.
7ff., quoted below p. 159): Qala bnu Lshaqa toahaddatani Humavdun-i
t-T'auiiiu 'an-i l-Hasani 'an Samurata bni Gunduhin qiila : Ma qiima Rasidu­
llahi (,;l'm) fi maqamin qatiu. [afiiraqahi; (latta yarm.urani; bis-sadaqati
manahiinii 'an-i l-muilati (d., above, tualii tumallilu).
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acting". However, fi means here "with respect to (you, or: the
subjects, respectively)", not "among". This refers of course also to
the following passage, where it is again the finite verb sara ("to act,
to proceed, in a certain way") that is followed by fi (Ibn Hisam,
p. 947, 15-16; d. Ibn Sa-d, Tabaqiit, I, I; p. 60, 8):fakuntu mra'an
sarifan wakuntu N a$raniyan wakuntu asiru fi qawmi bil-mirbii'i,
Guillaume (l.e., p. 637) interprets this as follows "Now I [i.e., 'Adi
b. Hatim] was a chief of 'noble birth, a Christian, and I used to
travel about among my people to collect a quarter of their stock."
We must interpret: "Now I was a chief ... and I used to apply
with respect to my people the practice of [taking for myself] a
quarter of the spoil [which we together gained in our raids]'." We
quote one more instance of (sara) siraian [i from Muhammad ibn
Ishaq's Sirat Rasidi-lldl» (Ibn Hisam, p. 224, 1-2): ... [aqdla
[n-NagiiSiyu]: Ya ma'sara l-Habasaii '" kayfa ra'aytum sirati
fikum; qalu: bayra siraiin, Of this Guillaume gives the following
interpretation (l.e., p. ISS): "He (i.e., the Negus) said: '0 people
... what do you think of my life among you?' ... ". The translation
(not acceptable to us) of siraii fikum by "my life among you" is
clearly caused by the use of sira(tu Rasuli-llahi) in the sense of
"life-history, biography (of the Prophet)". The correct interpreta­
tion of the Negus' question is of course: "What do you think
concerning my practice [as ruler and judge] with respect to you ?".2

1 With respect to the term mirbii': cf., e.g., Hatim at-Ta'i, Diuuin, ed.
Schulthess, p. 41, IS. We also quote the note concerning the term in al­
Baladurl, Ansiib al-a ird], vol. I, ed. M. Hamldullah, Cairo 1959, p. 372,
12-14: iuakiina fi I-GiihilZyati l-mirbii'ic, falJammasa Rasidu-llahi (~ICm)

tilka l-ganiirinu: walam yurabbi'ha, wakiinat awwala ganimatin lJummisat
[i l-Isliimi.

2 As for the possibility that sirah in this and similar passages means
"(way of) life" (as Guillaume assumed), precisely the prepositional phrase
with fi makes it clear that only the meaning "procedure, practice, with
respect to ... " is pertinent. This specific use of [i is of course not only current
after siira, yasiru (sivah), but after all related terms which express the
concept of "legal procedure", especially the "legal procedure" of a judge
or chief "with respect to" those under his jurisdiction or authority. Thus,
e.g., 'amila fi . . . bi . . . , as, e.g., in the following passage (from Muhammad
b. cAbdall;takam, Sirat 'Umar b. <Abdai'asis, Cairo 1928, p. 152, 9££.): ..•
inna 'Umara bna <Abdi-l-sAeizi kiina yaqiiiu: Yii laytani qad 'amiltu fikum
bikitiibi lliihi,wa 'amiltum bibi, fakullamii 'amiltu fikum bisunnatin toaqa'a
minni 'uq,wun. " (the expression appears of course also in earlier sources).
We quote moreover the following passage (Safi'i, Kit. al-Umm, v. 2, 2;

p. 12 I, 8): fabihiirjii qulnii anna sunnata lliihi ta'iilii fi 'ibiidihZ an la yudlJala
l-haramu illii ihriiman. " ... the procedure (practice) of God with respect to
(or: applied by Him to) his servants (or: to men) ... "; etc.
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In discussing the early use and original meaning of the term
sirah., pl. siyar, we must also refer to the interpretation of the term
sirah and its plural siyar which has recently been suggested by
M. Khadduri. In his book The Islamic law of nations; Shaybiini's
Siyar (Baltimore 1966), in a chapter devoted to "The concept of
siyar" (l.c., p. 38-39), Khadduri has made, inter alia, the following
remarks concerning the problem: "The scholars of the early
'Abbasid period began to study the conduct of the Prophet and
his early successors as models so as to learn from their practices.
They interested themselves in fields such as the siyar and maghazi,
consisting of the campaigns and military expeditions of the Prophet
and the early military commanders, and sought to discover the
legal norms underlying these military exploits. Some confined
their study to narratives of the past, while others sought to re­
formulate legal rules for the future relationships of Islam with
other peoples. These inquiries introduced into Islamic learning a
new concept of the siyar which transformed it from a narrative
to a normative character. The term siyar, plural of sira, gained
two meanings in the second century of the Islamic era, one used
by chroniclers in their narrative accounts to mean life or biography,
and the other, used by jurists, to mean the conduct of the state
in its relationships with other communities. The term literally
meant motion, before scholars came to formulate the new meanings.
In the Qur'an, ... [the word] is used in the sense of "travel" or
"to move" ... In the Prophet's time, [the word] had not yet
acquired a technical meaning."

Khadduri's contention that siyar in its use as a technical-legal
term (possessing "a normative character") is derived from a term
siyar used with respect to "the campaigns and military expeditions
of the Prophet and the early military commanders" cannot be
accepted. For even in the case that such a use of siyar (or its
singular sirah) should indeed exist (which is doubtful), it could
by no means be considered as an original meaning.' Moreover,
Khadduri's attribution of the emergence of the technical meaning
of the term siyar to the second Islamic century (and more specific­
ally to the period beginning with the establishment of the 'Abbasid
dynasty, i.e., the year 132/750) cannot be maintained in view of

1 Lane, Arabic dictionary (s.v. syr, col. 1484 b), indeed records for siyar
(on the basis of indigenous lexicographers) the meaning: "Military expedi-
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the passages quoted by us above (p. 125 ff.). These passages show
that sirah in its technical meaning "procedure, practice" was already
used in <Urman's time and precisely with respect to the "procedure"
(or "practice") of the Prophet, and they also attest the use of the
verb siira, yasiru-in the specific technical meaning characteristic
of sirak and siyar-in traditions concerning the earliest period of
Islam, including traditions concerning the Prophet.

In attempting to establish the semantic basis of sirah in its
technical-legal use, we should also pay attention to the fact that
sirah has an exact analogy in the name for "the established norm"
in Judaism, i.e., halii!sii, or, in the (obviously more original) Aramaic
form, hil!setii (*<hala!stii, d. Syriac hela!stii "gressus, incessus", see
Brockelmann, Lexicon Syriacum, s.v.). Halii!sii has indeed been
compared with Arabic sirak in a medieval Jewish source, the
Talmudic dictionary <Arii!s, by Nathan ben yel;Pel of Rome (d. II06),
ed. by Alexander Kohut, znd ed., Vienna 1926, vol. 3, p. 208 a.
It is true, the term halii!sii (because of its derivation from the verb
hiila!s "to go") has been explained as based on "a favorite figure in
which life is compared to a journey ... Right conduct is expressed
by the metaphor of walking in the right way ... " (see H. Fuchs'
article in The universal Jewish encyclopedia, vol. 5, New York 1941,
p. 173a). If this explanation of the term halii!sii (d. German Lebens­
wandel) were correct, it would suggest itself also for the analogous
Arabic term sirah, Another explanation of the term halii!sii, which
comes close to the interpretation of the Arabic term sunnah by
Margoliouth and Schacht (see below p. 139), is that it originally

tions, or: the memorable actions thereof". One might be inclined to quote
as a witness for this meaning the title of biib I of Kitiib al-Gihiid of al-Buhari's
,')a/:!ilt (ed. L. Krehl, vol. II, p. 198): Fadlu l-gihiidi was-siyar. Indeed O.
Houdas, in his translation of al-Buharr's $a/:!ilt (Les traditions islamiques,
vol. 2, p. 280) interprets this phrase by "Des merites de la guerre et des
expeditions". The correctness of the interpretation of siyar in this phrase
by "expeditions" can however not be considered certain. In any case, it
cannot be doubted that the original (and probably actual) meaning of
siyar in its use in conjunction with gihad is its legal-technical meaning:
"procedures", more specifically: "the procedures applied by the Prophet
in connection with his wars and in connection with the non-Muslim popu­
lations". We may also mention the phrase Kitdb al-magiisi was-siyar as
one of the traditional designations of the Prophet's life-history (biography).
Also in this combination with magazi, it might suggest itself to ascribe to
siyar the meaning "military campaigns". However, we do not doubt that
the original meaning of this phrase is "Book of the campaigns and procedures
(applied [by the Prophet] in connection with the campaigns)".
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means "das Gangbare, der Brauch" ("what is current, customary").
This interpretation of hala!}a has been given by Nathan ben yel).i'el
in connection with his correct identification (see above) of hala!}a
with Arabic sirali (see e.g., H. Fuchs in ]iidisches Lexikon, vol. 2,

Berlin 1928, p. 1350). In our opinion, the technical-legal use of the
expression hala!}a (= sirah) is neither based on a comparison of
man's life with a journey ("walking on the right path", thus im­
plying an ethical evaluation), nor does the expression mean: "the
way that has become customary". The real meaning of the terms
halalsaand sirab is: "the procedure (or: manner of proceeding, or:
acting) with respect to a certain matter" (or: "the course of action,
or: the steps, taken with respect to a matter"). Sirah is an exact
semantic parallel to the Western term procedure (exactly as the
verb sara, yasiru, in its technical use, is a semantic parallel to the
verb "to proceed" in its pregnant technical use, i.e. "to proceed
with respect to a certain matter").

We have stressed (see above p. 130 ff.) that the term sirah in the
expression sunnatu Rasidi-llabi wasiratuhu (and in certain other
uses) is an equivalent of sunnah, i.e., that it means: "the practice
(or: procedure) [of the Prophet]". We now claim that the term
siratu Rasuli-llahi as the traditional designation of "the Biography
of the Prophet" refers originally to the same concept, that is: "the
procedure (practice) of the Prophet". And the same original meaning
must be considered to be implied in the term sirah. in its use with
respect to the biography of other early persons, especially caliphs,
as, e.g., Sirat Mu<awiyah, or Sirat 'Umar b. 'Abdal'aziz, Since sirah
in this specific application is always used in the collective, or
generic, sense of the noun: "The practice (or: procedure) in its
entirety", as distinct from sirah with respect to "a single, specific
procedure" (d. the same dual use of sunnah) , the use of the plural
siyar with respect to the biography of the Prophet (as well as of
the caliphs and other historical personalities) becomes easily under­
standable. Siyar in this use originally means "procedures" and is
equivalent with the term sirah in its use as a collective. G. Levi
della Vida in the article Sira in Shorter Encyclopedia of I slam (p.
547 b) suspects that the term siyar in its (seeming) use in the sense
of "biography of the Prophet" has been "applied to the narrative
of the life of Muhammad in the style of the siyar al-muluk of
Middle Persian origin". In spite of the (probably) Middle-Persian
origin of this literary genre, we consider the term siyar in the phrase
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siyar al-mu'ulk to be based on the indigenous Arab concept of the
"procedures, practices" applied by the tribal leader, and-later on­
hy the Prophet and his "successors". Also the fact that in the oldest
testimonies concerning the Prophet's Biography the term siyar
appears almost constantly in conjunction with magazi "campaigns"
(ef. A. Fischer in Noldeke-Schwally, Geschichte des Qordns, II, 221;
and Levi della Vida, l.c.,) shows that the term siyar had originally
heen the expression of a very specific and concrete aspect of the
Prophet's life and activity. This concrete and specific aspect of the
Prophet's life and activity, named "his siyar", is to be interpreted
as "the procedures and practices applied by him (in war no less
than in peace, and with respect to non-Muslim populations no less
than with respect to the Faithful)". These procedures (together
with his campaigns, magazi) represented in the eyes of his early
followers the most characteristic aspect of his life. So siyar, and
sirah, could acquire the connotation "life-history (of the Prophet)".

B. The Concrete ("Material") Character of Sunnah

imadai-i-s-Sunnaiu min ... )

It is a basic theory of Schacht (taken over from D.S. Margoliouth,
see above p. 12<) and below p. 151) that sunnah. (including "the
sunnah. of the Prophet") means basically "the continuous practice
of the community" (or "the normative usage of the Muslims").
This interpretation of sunnah seems to be in agreement with, and
thus confirmed by, a concept of a very specific nature which
Schacht assumes to occur in early Muslim legal sources. This is the
concept of "a past sienna" or "a suwna in the past", or also "a past
sunna going back to the Prophet". We quote the following state­
ment from Schacht's book The origins of Muhammadan juris­
prudence (p. 70, line 3): " ... He [i.e., Awza(i] considers an informal
tradition without isndd, concerning the life-story of the Prophet,
sufficient to establish a 'past sunna, (§ 37 [i.e., Safi 'I, Kit. al-Umni,
vol. 7, p. 327, 30 ff.] ), and an anonymous legal maxim sufficient
to show the existence of a 'past sunna going back to the Prophet,
(§ 13 [i.e., Safi(i, l.c., p. 313, II ff.] )." Furthermore, we quote
(Schacht, l.c., p. 70, 28 ff.): "He [i.e., Awza/i] infers the existence
of a normative usage of the Muslims or the caliphs from informal
traditions on the history of the Prophet (§§ 7, 10), or even from a
legal maxim (§ 13)." Schacht elaborates on this latter detail as
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follows: "The legal maxim which Auza'I in § 13 takes as proof of
a 'past sunna going back to the Prophet', says that 'he who kills
a foreign enemy (in single combat) has the right to his spoils'.
Auza'! does not say that this is related on the authority of the
Prophet ... ". We quote also the following statement (Schacht, l.c.,
p. 62): "In Muwlatta'] III, IIO, Malik speaks of 'the sunna in the
past' imadat al-sunna) on a point of doctrine on which there are
no traditions." Moreover, we mention Schacht's interpretation of
the frequently used term sunnah mddi.yah. by "well-established prece­
dent" (see Schacht, Introduction to Islamiclaw, Oxford 1964, p. 30).

In these statements by Schacht not only the concept of "a past
sunna" (or "well-established precedent" as interpretation of sunnah
marjiyah) should be elucidated, but also the concept of "traditions
concerning the life-story (or: history) of the Prophet" is in need
of clarification. With respect to this latter concept we quote from
Safi'i's Kit. al-Umm the passages "Tr. IX", " § i' and" § 10", to
which Schacht (Origins, p. 70,28 ff.) refers. " § i' (i.e., Safi'1, Kit.
al-Umni, vol. 7, p. 310, 35-3II, I) reads: Qala Abii lfanifata (ral}i­
mahu llahu) [i l-mar'ati tudawi l-garl}a watanfa 'u n-ndsa : lii yushamu
laka wayurrjalju lahii. Waqala l-Awza'iyu: ashama Rasulu-llahi
($l'm) lin-nisa'i bi-Ijaybara wa'aljarja l-M~tslimuna birjalika ba'dahu.
"§ 10" (= ibid., p. 312, 6 f.) reads: Qala Abu Hanifata (ral;imahu
llahu ia'ala): la yushamu lisabiyin. Waqala l-Awza'iyu: yushamu
lahum warjakara anna Rasula-llahi ($l'm) ashama bi-Ijaybara
lisabiyin fi l-ganimati wa'ashama a'immatu l-Muslimina likulli
mawludin wulida fi ardi l-harbi. As far as these passages are con­
cerned, we cannot recognize that Awza'I "infers the existence of a
normative usage of the Muslims or of the caliphs from informal
traditions on the history of the Prophet". Rather, Awza '! declares
the procedures established by the Prophet to be the basis for the
practice of the Muslims and the Caliphs (a'immat al-Muslimin). The
specific actions of the Prophet mentioned in these passages have,
in the context in which they are mentioned, not the character of
events of his "life-story", but they are mentioned as administrative­
judicial acts of the Prophet (or as institutions established by the Prop­
het) which have been adopted by the Muslims (or by the Caliphs}."

1 We refer also to Tabarl, Ibti1iif al-juqahii', ed. Schacht, Leiden 1933.
§ 89, p. 129, 7-9, quoted by us below. p. 164. Although the particular proce­
dure mentioned in this passage is described as having been practiced by the
Muslims for generations, it cannot be doubtful that the Prophet is consid­
ered as its originator.
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To obtain a clear understanding of the phrases (in the passages
quoted above p. 139) which Schacht interprets as "a past sunna",
or "sunna in the past", or "a past sunna going back to the Prophet",
or "well-established precedent", we quote the original Arabic text
ofthe two statements by Awza'i to which Schacht, l.c., p. 70, refers (d.
abovep. 139-140). The second passage ("Tr. IX, § 13 = Safi'i, Kit.
al-Umm, vol. 7, p. II3, 12 ff.) reads: madat-i s-sunnatu 'an Rasiili­
lUihi ($l'm) man qatala 'ilgan [alahii salabuhu wa'amilat biM a'im­
matu l-Muslimina ba'dahu ila l-yawmi. In Tabari's I!Jtilaj al-fuqahii:
(ed. Schacht), p. II3, 1-2, the statement appears in a slightly
different version: qiila l-Awza'iyu: madat sunnatu Rasuli-llahi ($l'm)
[iman. qatala 'ilgan jalahu salabuhu wa'amilat bihi a'immatu l-Mus­
limina ba'dabi: ila l-yawmi. The phrase madai SU1znatu Rasuli­
llahi, or madat sunnatun 'an (min ?) Rasidi-lldh», implies by no means
the idea of something "which happened in the past", and, conse­
quently, in this statement by Awza'i there is no allusion to the
existence of a "normative usage of the Muslims" (or of "the con­
tinuous practice of the community") in an absolute sense. The
validity of the principle for the Muslims (after the Prophet) has
-according to Awza'i-its basis in the proclamation (and applica­
tion) of the principle by the Prophet (in Muhammad ibn Ishaq's
version, in Ibn Hisam, Sirah, ed. Wiistenfeld, p. 848, 16, the prin­
ciple appears as a statement by the Prophet: qdla Rasulu-lliihi:
man qatala qatilan [alahi; salabuhu). Also in the other passage referred
to by Schacht (p. 70) as evidence for Awza'I's use of the concept
of a "past sienna", that is: "§ 37" (= Safi'i, Kit. al-Umm, vol. 7,
p. 327, 32), the idea of "past" is not implied (and, at the same time
-contrary to Schacht's statement-there is no reference to the
Prophet): ... toaqdla l-Awza'iyu: galika ji s-sabiiya ja'amma l-Mus­
limatu jaqad madat-i s-sunnatu anna azwagahunna ahaqq« bihinna
iqa aslamu.

Schacht's interpretation of the phrase madai sunnatun (or madat-i
s-sunnatu) in these statements by Awza'I in the sense of "a past
sunnah" or "sunnah in the past" is clearly connected with his basic.
conception of Awza'I's attitude towards the idea of sunnah, con­
cerning which he states (Origins, p. 70): "His [i.e., AwzaI's] idea
of 'living tradition' [= sunnah, see ibid., p. 80J is the uninterrupted
practice of the Muslims, beginning with the Prophet ... The
continuous practice of the Muslims is the decisive element ... ".
And again (ibid., p. 72): " ... he [i.e., Awza'I] is inclined to project
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the whole 'living tradition', the continuous practice of the Muslims,
as he finds it, back to the Prophet, and to give it the Prophet's
authority ... " (d. also ibid., p. 58). Schacht's theory of AwzaI's
"inclination to project the whole 'living tradition', the continuous
practice of the Muslims ... back to the Prophet, and to give it the
Prophet's authority" is indeed in perfect agreement with his concept
of " a past sunna going back to the Prophet".

The interesting phrase madat-i s-sunnaiu min . . . (and variations)
-which is an example of primitive (most probably pre-Islamic)
legal terminology-appears rather frequently in connection with
usages which are related as having become "legally binding". In
addition to the above-quoted statements (by Awza!i) in which the
phrase appears, we quote the following further instances from
Muhammad ibn Ishaq's Biography of the Prophet, as transmitted
by Ibn Hisam. Ibn Hisam, Sirat Rasidi-lldh, p. 693, 2-4 (with refer­
ence to "qasmu fay'i Bani Quray?ata"): ... Wakana awwala fay'in
maqa'at fihi s-suhmanu wa'u!Jriga minhu l-humusu, Fa'ald sunna­
tiM wama marl-a min Rasuli-llahi ($l(m) fiM 1 ieaqa'at-i l-maqiisimu
toamadat-i s-sunnatu fi l-magazi ... (d. in Safi(i, Kit. al-Umni,
v. 7, p. 306,16: ... [aqdla l-Awza'iyu: wabihiirJ,ii madat-i s-sunnatu,
and ibid., line 9: waqala l-Atozii'iyu: ... toal-M'uslimicna ba'du (ay:
ba'da Rasuli-llahi) lii ya!Jtalifuna fihi). This (that is, Ibn Ishaq's
version) means: ": .. And in accordance with the practice applied
with respect to this (fa(ala sunnatiha) (i.e., with respect to the
division of the booty of the Banii Quray~ah)-and (= that is) in
accordance with the procedure decreed (and applied) with respect
to it by the Prophet (wama marl-a min Rasuli-lliihi fiha)-[in
accordance with this] the subsequent divisions of booty were
carried out, and [in accordance with this] the practice with respect
to the campaigns is binding and effective (or: and [this] is the binding
and effective practice with respect to the campaigns)." Furthermore
we quote Ibn Hisam, Sirah, p. 789, 2 ff.: qdla bnu Isf:i,aqa [ahad-
daiani' man la attahimu (an 'A bdi-llahi bni (A bbiisin: da!Jala
Rasulu-llahi l-masgida ... iumsna stalama r-rukna wa!Jaraga yuhar­
wilu ... iumma harwala karJ,alika talatata atwafin wamasa sa'iraha
[akiona bnu (Abbiisin yaqid« kana n-ndsu. ya?unnuna annaha

1 The phrase 'alii sunnatihii and ('alii) ma ma(lii min Hasuli-lliihi [ihii
refer in fact to the same concept: the second phrase represents an interpre­
tation of the first, so that the particle uia which adds the second concept,
expresses here (as in other instances) the meaning "that is: ... ".
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laysat 'alayhim. warJiilika anna Rasiila-llahi (fjl<m) innama fjana<aha
lihiirJ,ii l-/:tayyi min Quraysin lillarji balagahii <anhum /:tatta irja /:tagga
/:tiggata l-wada<i [alazimahii ioamadat-i s-sunnatu biha " ... people
thought that this custom was not incumbent on them, for [in their
opinion] the Prophet had merely done it for the Quraysites because
of what he had heard from them. However when he made the fare­
well pilgrimage he adhered to it, and this became obligatory
practice" (not, as A. Guillaume, Lije oj Muhammad, by Ibn Ishaq,
p. 531, renders: " ... and the sunna carried it on").

The sense of marja in the use here under discussion shows great
affinity with the sense of gara employed with respect to the term
sunnah, but the sense of both of these verbs may be equated with
that of najarja (compare also anjarja with amrjii). The identity of
the sense of marja with that of najarja does apply not only to the
abstract, "technical" use of these verbs, but also to their concrete,
non-"technical" use which forms the basis of the "technical" use.
For instance, marji(n)-exactly as najirj-may mean "penetrating",
"sharp", said, for example, of the sword. On the other hand, najarja
(basically "to penetrate") may be used synonymously with marja
in the sense of "to go (to some destination), to depart (for some
place)", and anjarja may be used in the sense of "to send (someone
to some place)".

As to the abstract, "technical" meaning which madii possesses
if applied to terms like sunnah ("norm, legal rule, procedure") or
/:tukm ("legal rule, judgment") as well as to other terms and concepts
of a legal nature (see the instances quoted above), we are able to
show that this meaning is based on a specific use of the basic,
concrete, non-i'technical" meaning of the verb. M arja is not only
used with respect to the theoretical legal rule (sunnah) and other
legal-theoretical concepts, but also with respect to concrete acts
which may be considered as quasi constituting the "substratum"
of a legal norm (or decision). We refer to early comments-in
Muhammad ibn Ishaq's tradition-on Siirah 3, 131, comments
which make us acquainted with the concrete material basis of the
phrase madat-i s-sunnatu (or: madat sunnatun) min . . . ji ... We
quote (from Ibn Hisam, Sirat Rasiili-llah, p. 595, at the bottom):
' ... qad lJalat min qablikum sunanun [asiru fi l-ardi jan?urii kayja
kana <aqibatu l-mukarjrjibina' (Siirah 3, 131), ay: qad madai minni
waqa'i<u niqmatin ji ahli t-takdibi lirusuli was-sirki hi, ji <Adin
wa-Tamiida waqawmi Lii/in wa'afj/:tabi Madyana, fara'as» matulatin
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qad madai minnifihim ... Neither can we interpret qad madat minni
waqiPi(u niqmatin fi ahli t-takdibi ... by "acts of punishment have
passed (or: have taken place in the past) ... ", nor can lara'aw
matuliitin qad madat minni fihim (which is an allusion to Siirah 13, 7:
... waqad !Jalat min qablihimu l-matulatu) be conceived as express­
ing the meaning "they saw (i.e., experienced) punishments which
have passed (or: have taken place in the past) ... ". M afjii in this
sense could not be followed by the (local) preposition min "from" ;
such a conception of madd. would be even less possible in the
variation in which the subject of qad madai (i.e., matuliit-) is the
object of the verb "to see "(jara'aw) , since they could not have
seen what had happened in the past. We translate the above­
quoted ancient interpretation of Siirah 3, 131, transmitted by Ibn
Ishaq, as follows: " , ... qad halat min qablikum sunanun ... " that
means: Assaults of vengeance 'went forth' (or: 'proceeded') from Me
[and 'settled down', or: took effect] at (ji) those who gave the lie
to My apostles and associated [other gods] with Me [, that is:] at
(Ad and Tamfid and the people of Lot and the men of Midian, and
they saw (i.e., experienced) punishments which 'went forth' (or:
'proceeded') from Me [and 'settled down', or: took effect] at (ji)
them ... ".

In al-Baydawi's Qur'an-commentary (ed. Fleischer, vol. I, p. 176,
r6), the Qur'anic passage qad !Jalat min qablikum sunanun ...
(Siirah 3, 131; see above) is interpreted as follows: waqa'i(u sannaha
lliihu fi l-umami l-mukaddibati, kaqawliM: 'waquttilu taqtilan.
sunnata ltiihi [i lladina !Jalaw min qablu' (Siirah 33, 61-62). We
translate: "Attacks which God decreed, or: introduced into
("legal") practice, with respect to (or: in dealing with) the peoples
that give the lie [to His apostles]), [which] resembles His word
(Siirah 33,61-62): 'and they will be utterly destroyed, in accordance
with God's procedure in dealing with the earlier peoples' ".1

1 The expression waqa'iCu llahi "the assaults practiced by God" mentioned
here with respect to the Qur'anic passage ( ... sunanu llahi . . . ) appears,
e.g., also in a lJujbah ascribed to cUmar b. al-Hattab (Tabari, Annales, I,
2761, t ff.) : .. .fa'antum mustalJlafiina fi l-ardi qiihsricna li'ahliha . . . falam
tusbih. ummatun mulJalifatan lidinikum illa ummatani ummatun mustas­
badatun lil-Lsldmi ... wa'ummatun tantaziru waqa'iCa llahi uiasatasuatib; [i
kulli yawmin walaylatin qad mala'a llahii quliibahum ru-uban ... qad
dahimathum guniidu llahi (Cazza wagalla) wanazalat bisii!tatihim . . . Also in
a passage from a letter by cUmar b. cAbd-al-cAziz (Sirat 'Umar b. "Abd-al­
cAziz, by cAbdallah b. cAbdal1:lakam, Cairo 1927, p. 106, 1-3) the waqii'i C
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The correspondence between the verb marja (with waqa'i'u as
subject: madai minni waqa'i'u fi .. " in Ibn Ishaq's interpretation
of the verse) and the verb sanna (governing waqa/i'u as object:
waqa'i'u sannahii llahu fi ... , in Baydawi's interpretation of the
verse) illustrates the development of the elementary, concrete
meaning of marja-that is: "to go forth, proceed (as it were: 'with
elan') from (someone) [and 'settle down', or: take effect] at some­
thing, or someone)"-into its abstract meaning in the phrase qad
madai-i s-sunnatu (or: madat sunnatun) min ... fi ... : "The (or: a)
sunnah, i.e., the (or: a) procedure or ordinance (the theoretical
counterpart, or abstraction, of a concrete act) came into force on
the part of (or: by the initiative of, e.g., the Prophet) [and took
effect] at ... ", or: "The (or: a) sunnah (procedure) came into force
-or: became binding-with respect to ... " (a phrase which is
frequently followed by an additional complement, introduced by
bi, describing the procedure in detail), or just: madat-i s-sunnaiu
(or: madai sunnatun) [i ... bi ... (without a complement with min
"on the part of" included). In fact, although in Ibn Ishaq's para­
phrase of Siirah 3, 131: qad madai minni waqa'i'u niqmatin fi ahli
t-takrf,ibi ... (see the full text above), madd is used in a concrete,
material meaning (as interpreted above), it may be assumed that
precisely in contexts of this type the concrete, material meaning
of marja developed into its abstract meaning. In other words: we
may interpret the above-quoted sentence also in the following
manner: "Onslaughts of vengeance have come into force-or: have

are those of God, although they are not expressly related to God: qad
a~abakum ... ayyatuhii l-ummatu waqa'iCu min hariiqati dima'in walJarabi
diyarin watafarruqi gamaCatin... Moreover, we refer to the following
passage in which the "onslaughts of God" appear again under the name
of sataioat« llahi [Tabarl, Annales, II, 1749, 8): .. .fa'inna unsu sa!awatin
wa'aynan yusibu biqalika man yasa 'u. We have no doubt that the reading
of Agani (to which the editor refers in a note): g(i)y(a)ran instead of 'aynan
is the correct reading. Cf. e.g. (Ibn Hisarn, Sirah, p. 393, 5): ... wa!taq­
qarahum giyara llahi wa'uqubatahu. Sajawat- and 'avn- (in the Tabari­
passage) are entirely heterogeneous concepts, whereas satatuiit- and giyar­
are related concepts. Of course, "onslaughts" and "changes (by force)"
may be ascribed to God as well as to Fate. An instance where the "changes
(by force)" are performed by Fate and Death seems to us to be present
in the following line of al-Hansa? (Diwan, ed. Cheikho, p. 25, 5): la budda
min mitatin fi ,<;arfihii cibarun wad-dahru [i sarfib; !tawlun wa'ajwaru.
We suggest to read giyarun instead of 'ibarun, Giyaricn (rather than cibarun)
suits fi sarfilia (in the first hemistich) ancl .. .[i ~arfihi !tawlun wa'ajwaru
(in the seconcl hemistich).
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become (legally) binding and effective (or: have been decreed)-on
My (God's) part with respect to people giving the lie to My
apostles ... ".

On the other hand, basically abstract concepts like qadd", qadar,
/:tukm "decree, decision", and also sunnah "ordinance, procedure,
practice", are sporadically presented as quasi concrete, material
objects "going forth, proceeding, from God, to settle down, to hit,
or to take effect, at someone", as, e.g., in a letter by Sa'd b. Abi
Waqqas to 'Umar b. al-Hattab (Tabarl, Annales, I, 2230 , 5-7): '"
wa'inna lladi a(addu limu~adamatina Rustamu fi amtalin lahu
minhum fahum yu/:tawiluna ingatjana wa>iq/:tamana wana/:tnu
nu/:tawilu ingatjahum tea'ibriizahum: wa'amru Uahi ba'du matjin
waqatja'uhu musaUimun ila ma qaddara lana wa'alayna ... " ... and
the one whom they have prepared for striking us in battle is Rustam
with his like from among them, and they seek to bring us into
commotion and to engage us, and we seek to bring them into com­
motion and to engage them: and God's decree finally will 'proceed'
-or: 'go forth'-(i.e., become effective), and His decision finally
will deliver [us] up to what he has destined for us to our luck or our
ill-luck ... " Or (ibid., I, 768, IS): ... ma nafada min qatja'ihi Ii
!Julafa'ihi ... wagarat bihi sunnatuhu fi l-anbiyii'i "that decree of
His (i.e., of God) which 'went forth' (or: 'goes forth') [to 'settle
down', i.e., to take effect] at His caliphs .. , and that ordinance
(or: procedure) of His which 'set(s) out [to "settle down", i.e., take
effect] at the prophets".! These passages clearly show that the
verbsmatja, nafada, gara in the "legal" phrase madai (or: nafadat,
or: garat) sunnatun (min . . .) fi ... bi ... (or: sunnatun matjiyatun,
etc.) are originally used in their basic, concrete, material meaning:
"The sunnah 'goes forth (sets out)' (min from someone) [in order to
'hit', or 'settle down'] at (another one, or others) with" (bi-identical
with bi after verbs of movement, as ga'a bi, or with its secondary
use after verbs of information, as a!Jbarahu bi-is followed by
terms which describe the specific aspects or details of the procedure
concerned). The verb supplied by us as governing the preposition
Ii ("... [to settle down] at ... ") is not linguistically expressed, but
is indicated by the preceding verb of movement (ma¢ii or a synonym

1 Cf. also Tabari, A nnales, II, 1748, 14: [aqadaru llahi yaifri bimaqiidirihi
fima aftabba n-niisu aw karihii "and God's providence makes His decrees
'go forth' with respect to what people may like or dislike."
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of it) and by the subsequent preposition (/i).1 For the concrete,
"material" use of certain verbs of movement (like marj,ii, nafada,
gara) as predicates to abstract nouns like sunnah "ordinance, prac­
tice, procedure"-a concept which, when applied to God, is fre­
quently more or less identical with qadii', qadar, amr-we further­
more give the following examples. Tabari, Annales, I, p. 2547, Iff.
(year 17 A.H.): [aqiima Ijulaydun fi n-nasi [aqdla: amma ba'du
[a'inna lldha irJ,a qaq,a amran garat biM l-maqiidir« J:tatta tU$ibahu,
or also (Bayhaqi, Kit. al-MaJ:tasin mal-masiiiei, ed. Schwally, p. 483,
II) : [a'inna likulli say>in sababan madai bih; l-aqdaru ... "Every­
thing has a cause with which the decrees (obviously of God) 'have
gone forth' (or: a cause which the decrees have made effective) ... "
And analogously we have to conceive the following sentence (Tabari,
l.c., III, p. 1571, 14): ... wala ya'lamuna billahi: inna qudratahu
fawqa qudratihim wa>inna aqdarahu nafirJ,atun bi!Jilafi iradatihim
"and they do not know God: His power is above their power, and
His decrees 'go forth' with what conflicts with their intention (that
is: His decrees make matters effective that conflict with their in­
tention)" .

Whereas originally the perfect madat in the phrase madat-i
s-sunnatu (or: madai sunnatun) min . . . fi ... bi ... conveys that
"once (in a definite case) a sunnah has (actually) 'proceeded' from
(so-and-so)-that is: has been effective (on the initiative of so-and­
so)-in a specific manner with respect to certain people", in its
ordinary use the phrase madat-i s-sunnatu (or: madai sunnatun) bi
... means that "a sunnah, or specific practice, is binding (or:
effective) in all cases to which it applies". This meaning is, e.g.,
implied in the sentence [alaeimahd ieamadat-i s-sunnatu bihii,
quoted above p. 143 (at the end of the quotation from Ibn Hisam,
Sirah, p. 789, zff.). This is of course also the meaning of the ex­
pression sunnah mar!iyah (an obligatory norm"). We consider this
meaning already present in the Qur>an, in the following passage
(Siirah 8, 39): qul lilladina kafari: in yantahu yugfar lahum ma qad
salafa wa>in ya(udu faqad mada; sunnatu l-asmoalina. Accordingly,
this is to be interpreted as follows: "Say to those who disbelieve:

1 This linguistic procedure may be identified with the one which we
consider at the root of phrases like qiima ila "to go towards ... " (literally:
"to rise [and go] towards ... "), or qiima 'an "to move away from ... "
(literally: "to rise [anel move away] from ... ). Cf. our remarks in Der Islam,
vol. 42, 1966, p. 251.
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If they desist (from their enmity to the Prophet), [then] they will
be forgiven their past sins; but if they return [to their enmity], the
procedure of (= the procedure applied by God in dealing with) the
ancient sinners (or: the vengeance which He took on the ancient
sinners) is in effect (or: is binding)", in other words: "this procedure
will take effect with respect to them (i.e., with respect to the Proph­
et's enemies)". We state that the Qur'anic phrase faqad madat
sunnatu l-awwalina implies already the technico-legal (abstract)
sense: "The (specific) practice is binding (or: effective)", in which
the expression madat-i s-sunnatu (or: madat sunnatun) bi ... is
used in legal (and other) sources.

I t should be especially stressed that the phrase madat-i s-sunnatu
bi (or: madat sunnatun bi), far from reflecting the concept of "the
continuous practice of the community (the custom of the Muslims
of the past)", as Schacht had assumed (see above p. 139ff.), precisely
emphasizes the character of the sunnah as "a procedure created by
an individual personality". For the formula madat-i s-sunnatu bi
(or: madai sunnatun bi) in its basic structure includes a complement
introduced by min (see the instances quoted above): "a sunnah (of
a specific content) has 'preceded' from . . . ", i.e., "from the person
that created, or wilfully instituted (or ordained), the norm".

The real meaning of madd in phrases of the type madai-i s-sunnatu
(min ... bi ... ) appears also from the related use of amrja (IVth
form of marja) with respect to concepts like sunnah "ordinance,
norm, procedure" and also with respect to legal concepts of a
more specific, concrete character. We quote the following instance
from Safi<i, Kit. al-Umm, vol. 7, p. 181, 15-16: ... wala naqis«
sunnatan 'ala sunnatin walakin numrji kuUa sunnatin 'ala waghiha
ma wagadna s-sabila ila imrja'ihii " . . . and we do not compare one
sunnah with another one (or: we do not draw an analogy from one
sunnah to another one), but we declare every sunnah binding on
the basis of its inherent character, as long as we find a possibility
of declaring it binding." The same idea is also stated ibid., vol. 5,
p. 158, 18 (within a similar general context, that is, in connection
with the rejection of qiyas): ... tumrja kullu sari'atin 'ala ma suri'at
'alayhi wakullu ma ga'a fihi !Jabarun 'ala mii ga'a (d. also vol. 7,
p. 182, IO-II). Furthermore, we quote from ibid., vol. 7, p. 103, 33ff.:
qdla s-Safi'iyu: Wa'irja wahabat-i l-mar'atu lizawgihii hibatan aw
tasaddaqai aw tarakat laha min mahrihi; iumma. qalat akrahani
waga'at 'ala rjalika bibayyinatin-fa'inna Aba lfanifata l~ana



SUNNAH AND RELATED CONCEPTS 149

yaqiilu: la aqbaiu bayyinataha wa'um¢1, 'alayha ma [a/alai m2n
{jalika; wakana bnu Abi Laylii yaqiilu: aqbalu bayyinataha 'ala
{jalika wa'ubtilu ma sana'a; " ...-Abu Hanifah said: 'I do not
accept her evidence, but [deciding] against her, I declare her act as
binding'; and Ibn Abi Layla said: 'I accept her evidence with respect
to this, and annul her act!'" (d. also ibid., p. II3, 26: ... ja'in
gii,>a bigurJ:tatihim qabilahd wa'in lam ya'ti biha amrja 'alayhi l-J:taqqa).
Furthermore, we quote (ibid., p. II3, 9): ... makdru: bnu Abi" Layld
yaqiilu: aqbalu sahadatahum wa'um¢1, l-hadda "... and Ibn Abi
Layla said: 'I accept their testimony and declare the J:tadd-punish­
ment obligatory.' "

A special use of marja and amrja is represented by those instances
where the verbal form is followed by a complement with li. In
instances of this type the subject or (direct) object, respectively, is
represented by concepts like "house(s)" or "field(s)", and the
phrase has the meaning: " (the house, or field) becomes (or: is
declared to be) the legal property of so-and-so, to be used, and be
disposed of, by him without interference from any side"; or (in the
case of the IVth stem, amrja): "he declared (it) the legal property
of so-and-so, to be used, and be disposed of, by him without inter­
ference from any side". We quote the following instances from Ibn
'Asakir, at-Tari!J al-kabir, vol. I (Damascus I329!I9II), p. 181, 15:
sa'ala ragulun Wi'itilata bna l-Asqa'i [aqdla lahii: ara'ayta ha{jihi
l-masiikina Ilatt qtaia 'uha yawma jataJ:tu Dimaiqa amddiyatun. hiya
li'ahliha? Furthermore, ibid., p. 183, 12-14: sa'alii Mu'i'iwiyata an
yuqWahum min baqayii tilka l-maziiri'i llau lam yakun 'Utmiinu
aqia'ahum (in textu: aqia'ahii) iyi'ihii jaja 'ala famadat lahum
amwiilan yabi"'iina wayamhuriina wayiiritiina. Also ibid., p. 184, 2
(the subject is 'Umar b. 'Abdal 'aziz): ... wa'amrjiihi'i (ay: tilka
l-qatii'i'a) li'ahlihii tu'addi l-'usra (d. also ibid., p. 183, 17). With
this specific use of marjii and amdii, we compare an interesting use
of the verb wfy in Old-South-Arabic which N. Rhodokanakis
mentions in his Studien zur Lexikographie und Grammatik des Ali­
siidarabischen, III (Sitzungsber. Wiener Akad., phil.-hist. Kl., 212.

Bd., 3. Abhandl., 1931), p. 20: "Wjy 'gelten' von einem Gesetz, ... ,
von Giebigkeiten 'verpflichtend, zu erfullen sein' ... , kann, wo
als Subjekt 'Land' oder 'Grab' steht-gelegentlich folgt l-[li, laJ­
nur bedeuten: zugunsten jemandes voll (wjy) gelten, d.h. als un­
gestorter Besitz ihm nutzbar sein.' This specialized use of wjy is
not directly based on the primary meaning of the root wjy: "to
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be complete", as Rhodokanakis assumes ("zugunsten jemandes vall
gelten"), but it represents a special use of wfy in the meaning "to
be valid, binding, obligatory" (said, e.g., of a norm or a law), in
which the primary, concrete meaning of wfy ("to be complete")
is already shifted into another, secondary meaning. The South­
Arabic expression is, with respect to this specific use, an exact
parallel to the Classical-Arabic expression documented by us
above.

Apart from this specific Old-South-Arabic parallel, we have in
general to take notice of the fact that the concept of "the validity
(the being-in-force), or: the binding, obligatory character" of
"procedures, norms, ordinances" frequently appears in certain
Old-South-Arabic documents. We refer with respect to this espec­
ially to the texts published and interpreted by Rhodokanakis in
his study Der Grundsatz der Ojjentliehkeit in den siidarabischen
Urkunden (Sitzungsber. Akad. Wien, 177. Bd., 2. Abhandl., 1915).
Various terms (apart from wfy) are used for this idea in these
documents. A very characteristic term is represented by a noun
njq. This noun is used for the legal concept "binding", e.g., in the
inscription C(orpus) I(nscriptionum) H(imiariticarum) 376, line 13
(see the text in Rhodokanakis, l.c., p. 6) of which we quote Rhodo­
kanakis' interpretation (within the context as a whole; see l.c., p. 8) :
"Was nun betrifft den Schein, welcher bescheinigt betreffs des
HLK)MR und I:IM'IT (die Schuld) als bindend und giiltig fur sie,
... ", where the words "bindend und giiltig" ("binding and valid")
are the translation of s!Jlm w-njqm in the original text (see l.c., p. 6;
and d. for the same formula, e.g., also CIH 601, 4-5, quoted in
K. Conti Rossini's glossary in his Chrestomaihia arabica meridionalis
epigraphica, p. 254 b, last line). Njq in the sense of "binding, valid"
can be directly compared with North-Arabic madii in the sense of
"to be binding". The two verbs are not only synonymous in their
"terminological" meaning: "to be binding", but also in their basic
meanings inasmuch as "exiit, to go out" (the meaning of najaqa)
and "to go away, to go forth" (the meaning of maq,a) are practically
identical concepts. Nafaqa "to go out (from somebody)" may no
less than madd be used in that special metaphoric ("terminological")
sense which we have described above (p. 146) with respect to
phrases like madai sunnatun min ...

The "binding, obligatory" character of "obligations, laws and
contracts", their "validity" and "being-in-force" which is stressed
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in all the documents published by Rhodokanakis in Der Grundsatz
der Ojjentlichkeit in den siaiarabischen. Inschrijten (d. especially
ibid., p. 4, sub 3), is not only a parallel to the concept of "being
binding" as it is expressed in Classical-Arabic by the phrase madai
sunnatun ... (and similar phrases), but we may assume that the
appearance of this concept in North-Arabia as well as in South­
Arabia reflects a single conceptual development based on a single
(or identical) ethnic background.

In discussing the use of madd. with respect to the concept of
sunnah, we cannot ignore the use of marfii with its subject re­
presented by the concept of kitiib Alliih "the book of God" (= the
Qur'iin). Cf., e.g., the following statement ascribed to 'Umar b.
'Abdal 'aziz, in Abu (Abdallah Muhammad b. 'Abdalhakam's
Sirat 'Umar b. 'Abdal "aziz (ed. Ahmad 'Ubayd, Cairo 1927), p. 42,3:
... waliikinnahii madii min-a lliihi kitiibun nii#qun amaranifihi bitii­
(atihi wanahiini (an ma(!jiyatihi. It would not be justified to separate
the phrase marfii min-a lliihi kitiibun nii#qun from the phrase madat
sunnatun min Rasiili-lliihi ... (see, e.g., our quotation above
p. 141). This becomes especially clear if we pay attention to the
following version of 'Umar b. 'Abdalaziz' statement, in which
kitiib appears in conjunction with sunnah (Tabari, Annales, II,
1369, IS): waliikinnahii madii min-a lliihi kitiibun nii#qun wasun­
natun (iiditatun yadullu jihii (alii tii(atihi wayanhii (an ma(!jiyatihi.
The phrase "there has 'proceeded' ('gone forth') from God a 'speak­
ing' book ... " thus implies the idea that "the precepts and legal
norms of the Qur'an are to be considered as binding".

C. The Verb sanna in the Meaning "to assign, to determine"

One of the main purposes of our discussion is the examination
of Margoliouth's and Schacht's theory (d. Schacht, Origins, p. 58)
that sunnah means basically "the general custom" (or "the norm­
ative usage of the community") and that its application to "the
precedents set by a single individual"-as present in the concept
of "the sunnah of the Prophet"-represents a secondary develop­
ment.! In connection with this examination of the basic meaning

1 Margoliouth, Early development of Muhammedanism (p. 69 and p. 75,
especially lines 3-4) assumes that the meaning "general custom", which
he considers as the original meaning of sunnah in its terminological use,
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of sunnah, we have to draw attention to the fact that the verb
sanna is also used in the following specific meaning: "to assign a
certain amount of money or goods to someone, or: to a certain
group of people". Sanna in this specific meaning (in which it is
followed by an accusative and a complement with li) may be
identified with [arada, afrada for which this meaning is well­
established. This meaning of sanna we recognize, e.g., in the follow­
ing passage (al-Balaguri, Ansiib al-asrii], vol. 5, p. III, 10-12):
wa'amma Ijalidu bnu l-Mutriji [akdna nabilan wajada ila Y'azida
bni 'Ahdi-l-Maliki jalyataba ilayhi Yazidu ulytahu jaqala lahii: inna
'Abda-lldhi bna 'Amri bni 'Uimdna abi qad sanna linisa'ihi <isrina
alja dindrin. ja'in a'iayianilui wa'illa lam uzawwigka "And as to
Halid b. al-Mutrit, he was a noble who visited Yazid b. 'Abdalmalik ;
and [on this occasion] Yazid asked him (i.e., Halid) to give him his
sister in marriage. And he (i.e., Halid) replied to him (i.e., to Yazid) :
'<Abdallah b. 'Amr b. 'Utman (= al-Mutrif), my father, established
[as nuptial gift] for his wives-or: assigned to his wives-twenty
thousand denars, and if you give me that amount [then I shall
agree to your request]; and if not, then I shall not give you [my
sister] in marriage'." Sanna is here clearly synonymous with
[aroda, afrada, in its use with respect to the "assigning of a certain
amount of property as mahr C~adaq) 'nuptial gift'" (see, e.g., Musnad
A ~mad b. Ifanbal, vol. 3, p. 480; vol. 4, p. 280, quoted below
p. 156, n. 1),1

is derived from a basic (concrete) meaning "the beaten track". Mar­
goliouth also indicates the basis for this assumption in referring (l.e., p. 6'),
n. I) to Tabart, Annales, II, 885, 16. This passage reads: ma tazdddu s­
sunnatu illii duriisan walii yaziidu l-mugrimuna illii !ugyana. The verb
darasa (infin. durus) , though basically used of concepts like "road", is in
its use with respect to sunnah in this passage nothing but a metaphor and
can by no means be regarded as evidence that the basic meaning of sunnah
is "beaten track" and that sunnah was used to express the concept of
"general custom" in the same way as the English expression "the beaten
track" is used to express this concept. The metaphorical usc of verbs like
darasa ("to be effaced", like a road or a trace) with reference to abstract
(especially ethical) concepts is extremely frequent in Arabic. Cf. e.g. (Tabari,
ibid., p. 884, 8): hada l-gawru qad Jasa waharJii l-'adlu qad 'aJa (with 'aJa =
darasa). Furthermore d. the following instance (which, though found in a
later source, is evcn more similar to the sentence referred to by Margo­
liouth than the last-quoted passage): ... ftattii zalta 'ilmu d-dini mundarisan
tuamaniiru. l-h.udd Ji aq!ari l-ardi mun!amisa [al-Gazzalf, Lhyii? 'ulum ad-din,
vol. I, p. 3, line 7).

1 It may in this context be mentioned that a similar line of conduct
with respect to the "nuptial gift" (mahr, ~adaq) is reported with respect
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Another instance of this specific use of sanna, where again it serves
as an equivalent of the more regularly used [aroda (or afra¢a) , is
its use with respect to the "assigning of a certain amount of pay (or
stipend) to soldiers (or others)". We quote the following line of
poetry (Tabari, Annales, I, 2564, 1-2; year 17 A.H.): (I) lammii
ra'ii l-Fiiricq« lJusna balii'ihim wakiina bimii ya'ti min-a l-amri
absarii (2) fasanna lahum alfayni [ardan. waqad ra'ii taliita-mi'ina
[arda 'Akkin wa-Ifimyarii "(I) And when al-Fariiq ('Umar b. al­
Hattab) saw their good performance in battle-and he was per­
spicacious with respect to the affairs whenever they arose-s-Iz) he
assigned (sanna) to them a (definite) stipend (jar¢) of two thousand
(denars), whereas he fixed the stipend of 'Akk and Himyar at three
hundred" (d., e.g., ibid., 2559, 12, where, in a similar context, the
verb [arada is used instead of sanna: ... [a'aslama l-Hurmuziinu
fafarada lahu ['Umaru bnu l-ljatfiibz] 'alii alfayni).

Sanna, in this specific use may also be followed by two objects in
the accusative, the meaning of the phrase being: "to fix (or:
establish) a certain obligatory payment at a certain amount (rate)".
We quote the following passage in which sanna is used with respect
to the fixing (or: establishing), by the ruler or judge, of the amount
of diyah "bloodwit" to be paid in a specific case (Diwiin al-Farazdaq,
ed. Boucher, p. 199, 5): Marwiinu ya'lamu irj yasunnu diyiitikum
fJamsina anna diydtikum lam takmuli "Marwan [b. al-Hakam], in
fixing the bloodwit due to you (yasunnu diyiitikum) at fifty [camels,
instead of at hundred], knew that the bloodwit due to you cannot

to the Prophet himself. We quote ad-Darirni, Kit. al-Musnad al-gami',
Nikalt IR (ed. Cownpore IZ93, p. 282): kam kana! muhicru. azwagi n-Nabiyi
(§l'm) tuabandtih.i ? alj,barana Nusaymu bnu Hammiidir: . . . 'an Abi Salimata
qiila : sa'altu 'A'ilata: kam kana sadaqu azwagi Raseli-Ilahi (§l'm) ?, qiilat :
kana §adaquhu li'azwagihi tnata y 'alrata uqiyatan wanallan . . . , and also
(ibid., p. 2R3): .. .alj,barana <Amru bnu 'Awnin . . . 'an Man§uri bni Zadiina
'an Abi l-Agfa'i s-Sulamfyi qiila : sami'tu 'Umara bna l-ljatfabi yaMubu . . .
qiila : ... ma asdaqa [Rasulu-llahi] mra'atan min nisa'ihi tualii usdiqat-i
mra? atun min baniitilii fawqa iintay 'alrata iiqiyatan . . . Variations of these
traditions (with different isnads) are also transmitted in al-Baladuri, A nsiib
al-asrii], vol. I, ed. M. Hamidullah (Cairo 1959), p. 463, 14 ff. and I7ff.
In al-Baladuri's text, both versions of the tradition mention as amount:
'al1'u atoiiqi, with the explanatory remark (ibid., line 18): qiila "Abdu-r­
Riisiqi : warjalika lj,amsu mi'at-i dirhamin. In Muhammad ibn Ishaqs
report (in Ibn Hisarrr's Sirat Rasuli-llah, ed. Wiistenfeld, p. IOoIf.) , where
the above traditions are not transmitted, the amount of §adaq which is
mentioned for each of the Prophet's wives individually, is invariably 400

drachmas.
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be complete (since you are not free men)." Moreover, we quote the
following passage which deals with the fixing of the amount of
diyah "bloodwit" basically and generally (Ibn Sa'd, Tabaqai, I, I;
p. 54, 5 ff.): ... Wa-'Abdu-l-Muttalibi awwalu man sanna diyata
n-nafsi mi'atae min-a l-ibili wagaratfi Quraysin wal-'Arabi mi'ata»:
min-a l-ibili ioa'aqarraha Rasulu-lliihi 'alii mii kiinat 'alayhi " ...
and 'Abdalmuttalib was the first to fix (sanna) the diyah at
hundred camels; and hunderd camels became the obligatory
amount of the diyah among the Quraysites and the Arabs, and
the Prophet confirmed this amount of the diyah".1

The special use of the verb sanna in the four passages just quoted
throws light on the original meaning of the term sunnah. If the
theory (see above) that the basic meaning of sunnah is "custom
of the community" were correct, then we would have to assume
that the meaning generally expressed by the verb sanna, that is:
"to establish (ordain, institute) a certain norm or procedure",
was originally derived from the noun sunnah (in the sense "custom
of the community"). However, the above-mentioned special use of
the verb sanna makes it clear that the type of "procedure (or:
practice)" called sunnah, although, in general, obligatory for the

I Sanna is used similarly-that is: in the sense of "establishing", as an
act wilfully and intentionally carried out by an individual-in the follow­
ing lines ascrihed to 'Abdalmuttalih himself (Ibn Sa 'el, Tabaqiit, I, 1; p. 5 I,

II-I2): (1) sa> u"i Zubayran in tawiifat maniyati bi iimsdhi mii bayni wabayna
bani <Amri (2) wa'an ya(zfa:;f1, l-[tilfa llarji san.na saY!Juhu walii yulh.idan.
[ih.i bi:;ulmin walii gadri "I will-at the time when my fate will overcome
me-enjoin upon [my son] Zubayr to maintain the hond existing between
me and the Banii <Amr, and (= that is:) [enjoin upon him] that he preserve
the covenant which his father has established, and not break it in wicked­
ness and treachery."-Also the amount paid by a certain clan as ransom
for the freeing of a captive in a specific case (no less than the amount paid
as diyah "wergeld" or as mahr "nuptial gift") is apt to acquire the status
of a sunnah, that is: apt to be adopted by the community in its entirety
with respect to that specific clan so that this clan will always have to
pay the same amount. We refer to Naqii'irf Garir tnal-Farasdaq, ed. Bevan,
227, r r ff.: [aqiila Ma'badu [bnu Zuriirata li'a!Jihi Laqijin] ., .waylaka yii
Laqitu fawalliihi inna guyyaba na'ami min-a l-mina[ti wal-fuqari la'akJaru
min alfi ba'irin fafdini biraifi ba'irin min mdli, faqiila Laqitun: mii ana
bimuntin 'anka say>an yakunu 'alii ahli baytika sunnatan subkan (ay:
liizimatan) wayadrabu lahu n-niisu bina (yadrabu: ya'tadu) " ... and Laqrt
said: I will not give for you anything that will become a binding sunnah
on your family, so that people will get used to that amount with respect
to us (that is: will always demand from our clan such a high amount of
ransom)".
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community as a whole, is to be considered as having been In­

tentionally and consciously 'decreed' and 'instituted' (by a certain
individual)". Accordingly, the concept sunnah originally and
basically cannot have referred to the anonymous custom of the
community.

Our contention that sunnah means originally "(the procedure)
that has been ordained, decreed, instituted, introduced into practice
(by a certain person, or-less frequently-by a group of definite
persons)" and that its meaning "custom of the community" must
be considered as secondary, becomes that much more probable as
we are able to prove that it is not only the verb sanna that possesses
the more concrete and specific meaning of "assigning a certain
amount of money (or other property) to (ti) a certain category of
people", but that also the noun sunnah itself appears in the
analogous meaning of "amount of money granted someone" or "the
amount of money (or other property) which has been assigned to
each individual of a certain category of persons". With reference
to Sfirah 4,237: wa'in lJijtum alld tuqsitufi l-yatiimii ... , the IJadi!­
literature records the following statement which we quote from
al-Buhari's $abilJ (ed, Krehl, vol. III, P- 223, line 15-16; vol. II,
p. II2, line 8): ... januM£ an yankilJuhunna illii an yuqsi[u lahunna
wayablugu bihinna (var.: lahunna) a'ld sunnatihinna mina $-$adiiqi
.... Cf. also (ibid, vol. II, p. 192, line 17, with reference to the same
matter): ... ragibu fi nikiilJihii walam yullJiquhii bisunnatihii bi­
ikmiili $-$adiiqi. O. Houdas in his translation of al-Buhari's $aMlJ
iLes traditions islamiques, vol. III, p. 293) interprets the first of the
two above-quoted passages as follows: "Il fut interdit aux tuteurs
d'cpouser leurs pupilles, amoins qu'ils ne se montrassent equitables
envers elles et qu'ils ne leur attribuassent la dot la plus elevee que
la coutume assignait a leur condition." The word sunnah which
Houdas interprets as "custom" is, however, to be interpreted in
this instance in the sense (defined by us above) of "amount (or:
rate) which has been assigned (or: established)", and the sentence
itself should be translated as follows" ... unless they (the guard­
ians) prove themselves equitable towards them (i.e., towards the
orphaned girls under their tutelage) and grant them the full amount
of 'what is assigned to them' as nuptial gift." We quote also the
following sentence which appears in the same context as the above
quotations and in which the meaning of sunnatuhunna "what has
been assigned to them" is more clearly defined (al-BulJiiri, vol. II,
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p. 193, 13 vol. IV, p. 341, -4): ... fayuridu an yatazawwagaha
bi>adna min sunnati nisa>iha. Houdas (t.e., vol. 2, p. 272) interprets
this as follows: ". . . celui-ci, ... voulant l'epouser en lui donnant
une dot moindre qu'a une autre femme qu'il epouserait". In this
translation the phrase sunnat(u) nisa>iha is not correctly interpreted.
The sentence means: " ... and he (the guardian) wants to marry
her (i.e., the orphaned girl under his tutelage) with [a nuptial gift]
that is below 'the amount which has been assigned to her women' ",
i.e., "the amount which has been 'established' (or: 'assigned') as
nuptial gift for (or: to, respectively) the women of her (own) family".1
We mention also the following variation of our first quotation (al­
Buhari, vol. III, p. 431, 4): ... illa an yuqsi!u laha wayu'!uha
haqqaha l-awfa min-a s-sadiiqi , where haqqalui l-awfa "the full
amount due to her" corresponds to a'la sunnatihinna in the parallel
passage (which we quoted first, see above p. ISS) and serves to
elucidate the meaning of the term sunnah in the present context.
It is evident that the noun sunnah in its use with respect to the
mahr (or fjadaq) , the "nuptial gift", in the passages under discussion
has a meaning analogous to that of the verb sanna in the passages
quoted above p. 152, and that-in the same manner as the meaning
of sanna in the latter passages agrees with that of [arada in related
contexts (see above p. IS3)-also the meaning of sunnah in the
passages at hand agrees with the meaning of the noun [aridah. in
its use with reference to "the amount that has been assigned (as
dowry)" (cf., e.g., Surah 2,237; 4,28).2

It is clear that [aridah. represents a verbal noun, more exactly: a

1 The expression... nisii'uha with respect to the assignment of a dowry
(or nuptial gift) is frequently found, and not only in connection with the
case of the orphaned girls. Cf., e.g., Musnad Ibn Hanbal, vol. 4, p. 280:
... miita walam yafrid lahii s-sadiiqa . . . : lahii millu sadiiqi nisa>iha. More­
over, ibid., vol. 4, p. 447: [a-inn; aqdi lahii mitla saduqati mratatin min
nisa'iha; etc.

2 "The particular amount which is assigned to someone (or: the rate
at which a certain obligatory payment is fixed)" may of course from the
outset have been intended to acquire a permanent character, that is: have
been intended to represent a norm. This feature is clearly apparent in the
passages dealing with the amount of mahr, the "nuptial gift", and not
only in the passages just quoted, which contain the terms aCla sunnatihinna
and sunnatu nisa'iha, but also in the passage from al-Baladurt's Amsdb
al-asrii], quoted above p. 152. For Ibn al-Mutrif draws from the fact that
his father (al-Mutrif, a grandson of clTtman b. CAHan) had "assigned" to
his wives a certain amount of money as nuptial gift, the conclusion that
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passive participle used as a nomen substantivum: "the rate [(or
amount) of, e.g., a pension, or a dowry, or a tax] that has been
assigned [to]" ; or : "the precept [or: the ordinance] that
has been assigned [to]"; or: "the precept [or: the ordinance] that
has been ordained (or: imposed)". In analogy to [aridah, we inter­
pret also sunnah as a noun, derived from sanna, with an original
passive meaning: "[the amount] that has been assigned", or: "the
procedure] that has been ordained, established, or: introduced into
practice", respectively. The nominal pattern fu 'lat- has clearly the
function and meaning of a passive participle used as a nomen
substantivum. We refer, e.g., to Baydawi's commentary on Siirah
43,21 (ed. Fleischer, vol. 2, p. 237): 'bal qiilu, innii wagadnii iibii'anii
<alii ummatin ... ': ... wal-ummatu Hariqu llati tu'ammu, kar­
ruJ:tlati lil-marJ:tuli ilayhi " ' ... ': ... and al-ummah is the way (or:
the place) towards which one's steps are directed, like ar-ruhlah.
which [is used] with respect to [the place] to which one travels (i.e.,
the aim of the journey)". The passive meaning of the form fu 'lat­
is also clear in instances like nu1Jbat- "choice part", more literally:
"[that part of something] that has been selected" ; luqtat- "gleanings",
more literally: "that which is picked up"; mafat- "semen", more
literally: "that which is poured"; etc. It seems likely that the
u-vowel in the patternfu<lat- is identical with the u-vowel character­
istic of the passive of the finite verb (fu<ila).

Another question is whether the meaning of the root sanna as
established by us above, is to be derived from some other, more
elementary meaning, possibly expressed by the root in Classical
Arabic itself or in any of the cognate dialects. With respect to this

also his sister should receive the same amount from her prospective husband.
The normative character of this "assignment" of a certain amount of
mahr (in the present instance by the person named al-Mutrif), is not dimin­
ished by the fact that it is only intended for the restricted circle of the family
of the assignment's originator. Moreover, also in the case of the passage
which reports 'Abdalmuttalib's "fixing of the diyah at hundred camels"
(Ibn Sa-d, Tubaqiit, I, I; p. 54,5 ff.: quoted above p. 154), although here
too sanna is undoubtedly used in the specific meaning of "to fix a certain
payment at a definite rate", it is obvious that this rate or amount was
from the outset intended to represent a norm, and more particularly a
norm which indeed was to be observed by the community as a whole. It
should, however, not be overlooked that this aspect of the meaning of sanna­
that is: the normative character of "what is assigned" (or "established")­
is by no means a primary and inherent aspect of the verb. It is merely a
connotation which, originally, the verb had only in certain specific usages.
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question, we should of course pay attention in the first place to the
Old-South-Arabic documents, in which the root is well-attested. In
Minaean, the root is spelled with s (a specific South-Arabic phoneme),
in Sabaean the spelling fluctuates between sand s ; see N. Rhodo­
kanakis, Studien zur Lexikographie und Grammatik des Altsiid­
abischen, II,I p. 46. As to the meaning of the root in Old-South­
Arabic, we should first of all mention the plural >snn (asnan)
"Grenzen, Grenzrichtungen", documented by Rhodokanakis in
various contexts (see l.c., p. 27, line I; p. 28 at the bottom; p. 29,
line 13; p. 69 at the bottom). Furthermore, we should pay attention
to the prepositional expressions of Minaean and Qatabanian: 'dsnn
and bn sn. "in the direction of" and "from the direction of", re­
spectively, as well as to the Sabaean preposition sn and sn "neben,
bei (versus, prope)"; see Rhodokanakis, l.c., p. 31 at the bottom,
and p. 38; furthermore see Studien zur Lexi1?ographie ... des Alt­
siidarabischen, l,2 p. 7; and d. C. Conti Rossini in the Glossary of
hisChrestomathia arabic a meridionalis epigraphica, p. 198b, and 256 a.
The reference to these latter prepositional expressions seems to be
that much more justified as in Classical (North-)Arabic itself the
noun sanan possesses the meaning "way", in the specific sense of
"the direction in which one goes". 3 Of very special importance is,
of course, the South-Arabic use of the root snn as a verb, as in
Sabaean hSnn (causative stem) "determinavit, constituit" (see
Conti Rossini, l.c., p. 255 b); and also the "secondary" verbal stem
(expressing the same meaning) 'lsn, which Rhodokanakis, Studien
I, p.68 (see also Studien, II, p. 160) derives from 'l sn "dies ist
gesetzlich bestimmt" (cf. however Conti Rossini, l.c., p. 255 b).

It should not appear strange that from a noun with the meaning
of "finis, boundary" (also "direction, way") a verb has been derived
which expresses the meanings of "definivit, determinavit" (in the
elementary, concrete sense of these verbal meanings). Verbs of these

1 Akaclemie der Wissensch. in Wicn, Philos.-histor. EI., Sitzungsberichte,
185. Banel, 3. Abhandlung, I917.

2 Ibid., 178. Band, 4. Abhanellung, H)14.
3 Cf., e.g., Ibn Hisam, Sirat Rasuli-llah, p. 844, 10: qiila : innakum qawmun

taghaluna innaha s-sananu latarkabunna sanana man kiina qablakuni (d.
Buhart, ~a/:ti!t, eel. Krehl, vol. 4, p. 432, 3; and Qur>iin, 4, 3 I, with sunana).
Tabari, Annales, I, 3148, I: [amadd z-Zubayru min sananihi [i waghihi,
and ibid., III, 298, 2: tawaMahtu 'alii sanani, Ibn 'Asakir, Tiiri!J Uimasq,
vol. 7, p. 91, last line: [anakaba bihim 'an sanani t-toriqi, Taba.rI, Annales,
II, 1849, 5: as-sananu l-a'zamu:
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basic meanings can however secondarily develop a meaning to be
defined as "constituit" and also "imposuit, jussit (etc.)", i.e., "to
impose (a law) on someone, to establish (a law) for someone". A very
clear instance of this type is present in Syriac tahhem, a verb which
is derived from the noun te/:tuma "finis", and has, beside its simple,
basic meaning "definite", also the meaning "jussit" ("to command");
see Brockelmann, Lexicon Syriacum», Halle 1928, p. 821 a. We quote
the following passage in which ta/:t/:tem appears in this metaphoric
meaning (Brockelmann, Syrische Chrestomathie, p. 85, 7-8): .
weq,a!!rebbita aw baq!ja!ja kespa la nawzefun lehi5n meta/:t/:tem-wa " .
and that with interest and with usury they should not lend money,
he (i.e., Rabbiila, bishop of Edessa in the 4th century) established
for them (= Arabic sanna lahum)." It seems probable that, in an
analogous way in Arabic, from a noun with the original meaning
"finis, boundary" (as present in Old-South-Arabic) a verb has been
derived with the meanings "to determine, to establish (etc.)",
verbal meanings which may imply the connotation "to impose (on
someone), to assign (to someone, a duty, etc.)".

D. The Hereditary Character of Sunnah
(sunnatu man marfa, sunnatun min ba(di)

In connection with the development of the term "Sunnah­
practice-of the Prophet" as a central concept of the Islamic theory
of law, we quoted above (p. 134) a statement ascribed to the Prophet
(Ibn Hisam, Sirat Rasuli-Uah, p. 992, 3-5) in which the Prophet uses
the term sirah, a synonym of sunnah (see above), with respect to
his own practice. In the following statement, likewise ascribed to
the Prophet (which deals with the same subject as the former state­
ment, that is, with the importance of humane practices in warfare),
the Prophet refers to his own practice by the term sunnah (Ibn
Hisam, Sirat Rasidi-lliih, p. 584, 7 ff.) : Qiila bnu I s/:tiiqa: WalJaraga
Rasulu-Uahi (!jl(m) lima balagan; yaltamisu lfamzata bna (Abdi­
l-Muttalibi fawagadahu bibatni l-wadi qad buqira batnuhu (an
kabidiM wamut#la biM ... fa/:taddatani Muhammad« bnu Ga'iari
bni z-Zubayri anna Rasula-Uahi (!jl(m) qala /:tina ra'a ma ra'ii :
lawla an taheana Sajiyatu [bintu (Abdi-l-MuHalibi] wayakuna
sunnatan min ba'tii lataraktuhu /:tattii yakuna Ii butuni s-sibii(i
wa/:tawa!jili t-tayr» ... A. Guillaume, in his translation of Ibn Ishaq's
Sirat Rasuli-Uah (Life of Mu/:tammad, p. 387, n. I), comments on
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the words (lawla an) ... yakuna sunnatan min ba(di "(Were it not
that) ... it might become a sunnah after me" as follows: "This
hadith, if it is trustworthy, indicates that the prophet was aware
that his every act would form a precedent for future generations.
However, it is possible that the four words in the Arabic text have
been added." The assumption of an interpolation of the four
words makes sense only if one understands the term sunnah ex­
clusively in its subsequently developed role as a quasi-dogmatic
concept, constituting the second source (beside the Qur)an) of
Islamic religious law. We should however note the fact that the
concept of sunnah in the particular version transmitted in this
tradition: sunnatun min ba(di (and possible variations) represents
an ancient Arab idea which, in principle, could be applied to the
Prophet (and also by the Prophet to himself) no less than to any
other early Arab personality of importance. Suffice it to mention
that the early (pre-Islamic) poet al-Mutalammis (the uncle of the
great poet Tarafah) uses the same expression with respect to him­
self Wiwan al-Mutalammis, ed. Vollers, no. r , r6): ... li)uriia ba'd;
sunnatan yuqiadd bihii ... " ... so that I may leave as an inheritance
after me a sunnah which will be imitated (taken as a model) ... ".
The idea is that a practice performed at first by a single person is
taken over by others, possibly by the community. In the line by
al-Mutalammis as well as in the utterance ascribed to the Prophet,
the person performing the practice shows himself conscious of this
fact. Moreover-and this refers specifically to the tradition from
the Prophet-he takes the necessary precaution evolving herefrom
(d. below p. r69).

From the point of view of a later generation, the act which
someone performs and introduces into practice, hereby creating
sunnatun min ba(di "a sunnah, a procedure (or ordinance) for those
coming after me", constitutes sunnatu man madii, "the procedure
(or ordinance) of the one who has gone (and which must be followed)".
Also this latter term-no less than its counterpart, sunnatun min
ba(di-is found in our sources with regard to an act, or ordinance,
of the Prophet. The expression sunnatu man madd, with respect to
a sunnah of the Prophet which has been disobeyed, is contained in
a poem which attacks the same (Utman b. 'Affan whose main crime
(leading to his assassination) was seen in his having deviated from
sirat Rasiili-lldh, "the practice of the Prophet" (see above p. 12S).
This poem, which is in most sources ascribed to 'Abdarrahman b.
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Hanbal, a "companion" of the Prophet, is in the most reliable
source available, in al-Baladuri's Ansab al-asrii] (vol. 5, ed. S.D.F.
Goitein, p. 38, 9££.), attributed to Aslam b. Aws b. Bagrah as-Sa'idi
(min al-Hazrag), one of the bitterest opponents and accusers of
'Utman at the time of his death (d. al-Baladuri, Lc., p. 38, 9, and
Tabari, Annales, I, 3048). We quote the line in point in the version
transmitted by al-Baladuri (ibid., line 12): da'atota l-la'ina 1 [a'ad­
naytahii 1Jilafan lisunnati man qad mat/a "thou [0 'Utrnan] hast
called 'the cursed one' (i.e., al-Hakam, b. Abi 'l-(A.;;, the father of
Marwan and 'Utman's uncle) [back] and hast brought him close [to
thyself], in opposition to 'the sunnah of the one who has gone' ". Ibn
'Abd-al-Barr, in his Lsti'iib, p. 410, gives this line in the following
form (diverging from the tradition of the other sources): da(awta
t-taridafa>adnaytahii 1Jilafan lima sannahii l-Mu~!afa"thou[o'Utman]
hast called [back] the one who was expelled and hast brought him
close [to thyself] in opposition to what the Prophet has ordained
(sanna)." This form of the line is, in our opinion, to be regarded as
a very ancient, but secondary reading, in which the primitive ex­
pression sunnatu man qad marla has been replaced with a phrase
which explicitly states that what is meant is "the sunnah of the
Prophet". Muhammad's exiling of al-Hakam from Mecca to at­
Ta>if-like any act performed or ordained by a leader or person of
importance-is a sunnah, a procedure to be adhered to and observed
by all his followers, including all future generations. For them this
act becomes sunnatu man qad marla, a concept which, even in its
use with respect to the Prophet, preserves its primitive, genuinely
Arab tenor, especially on account of the fact that the name of the
individual "who has gone" (the originator of the practice) is not
mentioned (though the individual is clearly identified). The idea
that the Prophet, by his banishing al-Hakam had made exiling a
sunnah, that is: a regular practice, is indeed clearly stated in the
following prose-passage, in which it is, at the same time, stated that
the immediate "successors" of the Prophet, including (Utman, had

1 All parallel sources give ai-tarid- instead of al-laiin-. At-tarid- makes
of course good sense ("the expelled one" in this context, not "il bandito",
as Caetani, Annali dell' Islam, vol. 9, p. 571, renders; d. al-Baladuri, i.c.,
p. 27, line 19: turada?« Rasuli-llahi, with respect to al-Hakam and his
children, see ibid., line ro). But al-ia-in with reference to al-Hakarn appears
also in a dictum of the Prophet (ibid., p. 27, line 9) and is therefore to be
maintained (quasi as the "Iectio difficilior").
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adopted and practiced this "procedure (i.e., sunnah or sirah) of the
Prophet" (Tabari, Annales, I, 3029, r ff.): waga<ala <Utmiinu lii
ya' !Jufi,u ahadan. minhum <alii sarrin aw sahri siliilJin <a$an jamii
jawqahii iUii sayyarahi; ja¢agga iibii'uhum min fi,iilika lJattii balagahu
annahum yaquluna: mii alJdata i-iasyira iUii anna Rasula-Uiihi ($l<m)
sayyara l-lfakama bna AM l-<A$i. Faqdla: inna [,...lfakama kiina
Makkiyan [asay yarahi; Rasulu-Uiihi ($l<m) minhii ilii !-Tii'iji iumma
raddahii ilii baladihi, ja-Rasulu-Uiihi ($l<m) sayyarahi: bidanbih;
iea-Rasidu-lldhi ($l<m) raddahii bi<ajwihi, waqad sayyara l-ljalijatu
min ba<dihi wa-<Umaru (r¢h) min ba<di l-ljalijati ... "And when
<U1man seized anyone of them, on account of an evil deed or on
account of the use of weapons-be it only a stick-he inescapably
exiled him (d. ibid., p. 3028, 18) ; and their fathers (i.e., the fathers
of the exiled youths) were clamouring on account of that until it
reached him (i.e., 'Utrnan) that they were saying: 'Nothing origin­
ated the [procedure of] exiling but the Prophet's exiling of al­
Hakam b. Abi l-<A~'. And he (i.e., 'Utman) said: 'al-Hakam was a
Meccan, and the Prophet exiled him to at-Taif', then he returned him
to his town: The Prophet exiled him on account of his sin, there­
upon he returned him through his forgiveness.' And also "the
Successor after him" (i.e., Abu Bakr) as well as 'Umar after the
"Successor" have practiced exiling ...". Special attention should
be paid to the use in this passage of the verb ahdat«, which is a
specific term for "creating a sunnah". On the basis of the two
above-quoted passages, we must recognize that the procedure of
exiling as practiced by the Prophet in the case of al-Hakam was
considered by his contemporaries as a "sunnab of the Prophet"
and was for that reason-as clearly expressed in our second quo-

1 This utterance, ascribed to <Urman, in which his cancellation of the
Prophet's original action with respect to al-Hakam (i.e., the Prophet's
banishing of al-Hakarn from Mecca to at-Ta'if) is described as having
been carried out by the Prophet himself, is to be compared with the following
passage (al-Baladurl, Ansiib al-asrii], vol. 5, p. 21, 12-14; d. also ibid.,
line 10-12): .. .jalammii stu!Jlija 'Ujmiinu ad!Jalahumu l-Madinata tuaqiila :
qad kuntu kallamtu Rasida-tlah; jihim wasa'altuhu raddahum ftuua'udani
an ya'q,ana lahum [aqubida qabla q,iilika ja'ankara l-M'uslimiina <alayhi
id!Jiilahu iyiihumu l-Madinata " ... And when <Urman became caliph, he
let them (i.e., al-Hakam and his children) enter Medina and said: 'I had
spoken to the Prophet in their behalf and had asked him to let them return
(from their exile in a.t-Ta tif}, and he promised me, he would give them
permission (to return); however, he died before that.' And the Muslims
disaproved of his (i.e., 'Urman's) letting them come to Medina."
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tation-practiced by his immediate successors. Accordingly, we
should neither deny that the idea of "the practice (sunnah or sirah)
of the Prophet" existed already at a very early period, nor should
we admit the possibility of doctrinal considerations as basis for
the idea.

A reference to the Prophet's practice by the ancient term "the
practice of the one who has gone" is also present in a line of an elegy
(mar[iyah) on the death of Abu Bakr (Diwan Hassan b. '[iibit, ed.
Hirschfeld, no. 34, 4 = Tabari, Annales, I, II6S): (asa lJamidan
li>amri llahi muttabi(an bihadyi !jalJibihi l-ma¢i wama ntaqala "He
lived a praiseworthy life, obeying the command of God, by un­
swervingly [proceeding] in accordance with the 'procedure' (hady-)
of his companion 'who has gone' ".1 Also in this passage, we have a
clear early reference to the individual, personal practice-sunnah­
of the Prophet (since hady(un) is a synonym of sunnah and sirah ;
cf., e.g., Tabar!, Ilftilaf ai-fuqahd", § 89, quoted below).

The use of the term sunnatu man madd, or sunnatu l-marf,i with
reference to the Prophet (or in Islamic contexts generally, see below)
must be considered as a survival of an ancient Arab idea, the idea
of the "norm (practice) established by the one who has gone", i.e.,
by an individual personality of the past, sometimes known and
definite (as in the instance of the Prophet), sometimes unknown,
and hence merely symbolic. An instance of this latter type, where
the concept of "the one who has gone" is used in a schematic and
symbolic meaning, is contained in the following dictum which,
although having been received into a piece of Islamic poetry
(Baladuri, Ansab al-asraf, vol. 4b, Jerusalem 1938, p. 71, 21-22),
patently continues an ancient, pre-Islamic mode of speech: (I) wal­
awwalu l-ma¢i llarJ,i baqqwn (ala l-biiqi ttiba(uh (2) qdla ... "and the
early one who has gone, whom to follow (that is: to take as model)
is the obligation of the living, said already: ... ". The idea of the
moral obligation to cling to, or even reproduce, what "the one (the
single individual) who has gone" has done (or advised to do), this
idea has found an impressive and clear expression in this dictum.

1 The phrase which precedes bihadyi $ii[libihi l-miilji (= bisunnati $ii[libihi
l-mii4i), that is the phrase: li'amri llahi muttabi'an, may be explained as
representing an early expression of the idea (especially emphasized by
Siifi'i) that the legal norms of the Prophet were inspired by God, and that,
consequently, those who followed the Prophet's practice (in this instance
Abu Bakr) were at the same time following God's will.
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The expression sunnatu man qad madii (or sunnatu l-marfi) as
interpreted above p. 160ff., should be considered the prototype of
certain phrases current in Muslim legal parlance. We refer to the
following instance (from Tabari, IfJtilaf al-juqahd", ed. Schacht,
Leiden 1933, § 89, p. 129, 7-9): (qala [l-Awza'iyu]:) watarku qasmi
gana>imi l-Muslimina fi dari l-harbi J:tatta yafJrugu biha ila dari
l-Isldmi fJilafun lihadyi man marfa min-a l-Muslimina munrju ba'uia
llahu nabiyahu ($l'm) fahalumma garra "(and [al-Awza'f] said:)
Abstaining from the division of the spoils of the Muslims [while
they are] in 'the area of war' [and postponing the division of the
spoils] until they will have gone out with them to 'the area of Islam'
constitutes a divergence from the practice of all Muslims of the
past since God has sent his Prophet". We compare the phrase
!Jilafun lihadyi man marfa min-a l-Muslimina to the phrase discussed
above (p. 161) which refers to "the sunnah of the Prophet": ...
fJilafan lisunnati man qad marfa. In the present instance the phrase
man marfa, which in its primitive use refers to an individual, has, as
it were, undergone a numerical extension by the Prophet's sunnah
having been adopted by the community, which thus has become, in
this specific instance, the entity to be taken as a model; this
entity includes of course the single individual that is described as
the originator of the specific procedure and is expressly mentioned
(that is: the Prophet).

E. The Responsibility of the Originator of the
Sunnah for All Later Acts

We readily understand the development of the primary meaning
of sunnah, that is: "procedure-or: practice-decreed and in­
stituted by a definite person (or, possibly, by a group of persons)",
into the meaning "procedure practiced by a certain community,
custom, or: 'institution' (in the current, pregnant use of that term
in which the institution's having been "instituted" is no longer
very noticeable)". "A procedure instituted, established, by a
certain person (or by a group of persons)" becomes in due course
"the customary practice of the community". But even this
"customary practice of the community at large (or: of a certain
section of the community)" is in the consciousness of the early
Arabs always felt to be based on "the practice established by
certain individuals" (even though in many, or most, instances these
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individuals may no longer be identifiable). This original character
of the sunnah is well defined by the early poet Labid b. Abi Rabr'ah,
in his Mu(allaqah, line 81: min ma'sarin. sannat lahum iibii'uhum
walikulli qawmin sunnatun wa'imiimuhii "(they belong) to a group
of people to whom their fathers have 'ordained' (or: 'prescribed',
or: 'established', or: 'instituted'); for every people (or: tribe) has
its 'practice (especially assigned to it)' and its 'rule (or: model)'."
The idea of a "conscious and intentional instituting, prescribing,
or decreeing, of certain procedures of general validity", which we
consider expressed by the verb sanna, is strongly emphasized in
this line by the fact that sanna is not followed by an object (a
feature which we imitated in our translation). The line stresses also
the fact that the term for the "practice, or: procedure" itself, i.e.,
sunnah (mentioned in the line beside sanna), is a "verbal noun",
that is: that it is derived from sanna and that its original meaning
is: "(the procedure) that has been prescribed, decreed, instituted, in­
troduced into practice" (see above p. ISS).

In connection with Labid's line, it seems appropriate to pay
attention to a poem, attributed to Ayman b. Huraym (regarded as
a "companion" of the Prophet), which deals with 'Utman b. 'Affan's
assassination. In this poem the poet says (al-Mubarrad's Kdmii,
p. 445, II f£.) : ... (12) ¢al:tl:taw bi 'Utmiina. ... (13) fa'ayya sunnati
gawrin sanna awwaluhum wabiibi gawrin (alii sultiinihim fatal:tu
" . .. (12) They 'sacrificed' (Utman ... (13) And what a wicked
sunnah did their 'first one' (i.e., their ancestor) establish!, and what
'a gate of wrong-doing' did they 'open' against their ruler!". In
similarity to Labid, who (in the line quoted by us above) regards
the general (laudable) custom, or norm, of his tribe as based
on the sunnah established (or: decreed) by their forefathers, the
later poet (i.e., Ayman b. Huraym) considers the action of 'Utrnan's
assassins, whom he views as descended from one ancestor, as an
instance of a practice (sunnah) established by this ancestor. The
line not only stresses that the assassins have acted on the basis of a
hereditary, quasi tribal, practice, but it also very emphatically
stresses the idea that this practice (sunnah) was established by a
definite personality, who intentionally set the precedent, or estab­
lished-decreed-the particular practice (or: procedure). Labid's
line (see above) makes it clear that in pre-Islamic times the
basic community for which a sunnah has been established by an
early personality (by an ancestor) is the individual (restricted)
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tribal community. This feature alone, apart from other criteria,
makes it conceivable that a certain single sunnah, or the sunnah
generally, of a certain tribe-regardless of whether the particular
usage exists in reality or is fictional (as in Ayman b. Huraym's line)
-may be judged by someone, especially by a person outside that
specific tribal community, as "wrongful" (sunnatu gawrin, see
above).

We furthermore refer to the Qur'anic verse Siirah 5, 35 and to
its traditional interpretation. The verse reads: min agli ff,iilika
Ieaiabnd 'alii Bani I srii'ila annahu man qatala najsan bigayri najsin
aw jasiidin fi l-ardi jaka'annamii qatala n-ndsa gami'an waman
aftyii najsan ja1?a'annamii aftyii n-niisa gami'an " ... Because of
that (i.e., because of Cain's murder of Abel) we have decreed, for
the children of Israel, that whosoever kills a person (liter.: soul)
that has not killed a person or committed a scandalous crime (that
is, according to acceptable interpretation, idolatry or armed
robbery)-[the one who does this, is] like he had killed all men; and
[likewise] whosoever revives (or: keeps alive) a person- [the one
who does this, is] like he had revived (or: kept alive) all men."
Early Islamic tradition (as reflected in Baydawi's Qur'an-commen­
tary, ed. Fleischer, vol. 1, p. 256) comments on the words [aka­
annamii qatala n-ndsa gami'an "[he is] like he had killed all men"
as follows: min haytu. annahu hataka hurmata d-dimd'i wasanna
l-qatla wagarra'a n-ndsa 'alayhi "since he has violated the in­
violability of blood and 'has instituted (or decreed) [the practice of]
killing', and has encouraged [others] to kill". This interpretation of
the Qur'anic verse is in complete agreement with the original Arab
conception of human acts. Moreover, it strikingly agrees with the
idea expressed in Ayman b. Huraym's line concerning 'Utrnan's
assassination. Consequently, we cannot doubt the correctness of
this interpretation of the Qur'anic verse." This interpretation of
the Qur'anic verse is moreover in complete agreement with the
following tradition (Buhari, Ganii'iz, bab 33) :waqiila n-Nabiyu (~l'm) :

1 The intention and meaning of the Qur'anic sentence has to be kept
apart from its meaning and intention in a non-Arab civilization from which
it may have been derived or hy which it may have been influenced. As is
well known, the Qur'anic verse under consideration is according to A.
Geiger's view, which is generally accepted, connected with a passage in
the Mi§nii (see Blachere in his French translation of the Qur'an, p. IT22,

and the article "Abeln in the Encyclopedia of Islam).
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la tuqtalu nafsun zulmam. uu kana 'ala bni Adama l-awwali kiflun
min damihii, warjalika bi>annahu awwalu man sanna l-qaila "The
Prophet said: 'No soul is wrongfully killed but first man's (i.e.,
Adam's) son is answerable for a portion of the soul's blood. For he
was the first one who (practiced and) instituted killing'."

In connection with these latter passages, we may also refer to
one of the various interpretations of Siirah 75, 13. The verse, dealing
with the events of the Day of Judgement, reads: yunabba'u l-insiinu.
yawma>irjin bima qaddama wa>ab!zara.·Bayc;lawi, in his commentary
(ed. Fleischer, vol. 2, p. 372), mentions, among others, the following
interpretations: [yunabba>uJ bima qaddama min 'amalin 'amilahi;
wabima a!J)Jara minhu lam ya'malhu; aw: bimii qaddama min 'amalin
'amilahu wabima a5!Jara min sunnatin '1imila bihii ba'dahu ...
"[man will then be informed] of ... ; or: [man will then be informed]
of what he has accomplished early by means of the actions which
he has performed (himself), and of what he has accomplished later
on in consequence of a practice established by him, in accordance
with which people have acted after him."

The preceding arguments have shown us that sunnah (pl. sunan)
in the early Arab and Islamic conception basically refers to usages
and procedures established by certain individuals and not to the
anonymous practice of the community. Indeed, "the practice of the
community" (the customary law, the consuetudo), which of course
exists, is in the Arab conception based on the practices and usages
created and established by certain individuals, who acted in such
and such specific way, and hereby-intentionally-instituted a
specific practice.

This conception of the practices of the community as created by
definite individuals has an analogy in certain Greek ideas discussed
by Rudolf Hirzel, in Themis, Dike, und Verwandtes; ein Beitrag zur
Geschichte der Rechtsidee bei den Griechen (Leipzig 1907); see
especially p. 356 and p. 364, n. I, and d. also p. 39ff. It is also
interesting to note that the Greek conception-and thus also the
comparable Arab conception-concerning the "consuetudo" (the
"customary law") has parallels in medieval as well as modern legal
(and philosophical) thought. We quote only the following statement
by Hirzel ii.c., p; 364, n. I): " ... Und was die bei den Griechen
beliebte Ableitung des Gewohnheitsrechts aus personlichen Akten
betrifft, so stimmen hiermit noch mehr uberein die mittelalterliche
Auffassung der 'consuetudo' als eines 'statutum' (Puchta, Gewohn-
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heitsr. S. 149f.) und eine mehr neuere Ableitung aus den Willkuren
oderder Autonomie (Puchta, S. 155ff.) .,. ". This medieval concep­
tion of the "consuetudo" as a "statutum", which according to
Hirzel, agrees with the Greek derivation of the customary law from
individual, personal acts, appears to us also to be in agreement with
the Arabic concept and term sunnah, For sunnah, which, may of
course be used in the sense of "consuetudo" (the customary practice
of the community), is basically, as we have seen above (p. ISS),
a literal parallel to statutum'''(the usage) that has been instituted,
established (by a definite person)".

In view of the fact, outlined above, that the statuium-s-c: Arabic
sunnah-is based on a personal act of the person who "instituted"
a specific practice, it will not surprise us if we notice that God him­
self-the legislator par excellence-may be viewed as having
"instituted" a certain practice on the basis of a certain "personal
act" practiced by himself. Such an idea seems to us, e.g., implied
in the following tradition transmitted by Malik b. Anas, in al­
Muwa~~a' (Giimi' a~-~awiif; al-Bad' bi:;-$afiiIi s-sa'y; ed. Dehli, 13°7,
p. 145, II): ... 'an Giibiri bni 'Abdilliihi annahif qiila: sami'tsc
Rasula-lliihi (!jl'm) yaqulu /:tina baraga min-a l-masgidi wahwa
yuridu s-Safii wahwa yaqidu: nabda'ic bimii bada'a lliihu bihijabada'a
bis-Safii (d. ibid., last line: ja'anzala uei« ta'ald : inna s-Safa wal­
M arwata min sa'ii'iri lliihi ... ).

It is highly probable that God's rest on the seventh day after the
completion of the creation of the world (Gen. 2, 2-3), on which the
Sabbath-institution is based, is to be viewed in the same light, in
other words: is to be viewed in the light of the Arab sunnah-concept
as described above. That means: By His rest on the seventh day
after the completion of "His work" (the creation), God is represented
as establishing the institution of Sabbath. By practicing Himself
the Sabbath-in other words: by performing "a personal act"­
He is intentionally ordaining it for all mankind.

F. Testimonies For the Early Existence oj
"the Sunnah oj the Prophet"

In our attempt to prove (see above p. 134) that the concept
sunnat Rasuli-lliih "the sunnah. of the Prophet" is a very early and
genuine Islamic idea and that it cannot be considered as based on
later doctrinal considerations, we based ourselves primarily on the
expression sirat Rasuli-lliih occurring in the oath sworn by 'Utman
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b. 'Aftan in connection with his election as caliph after 'Umar b.
al-Hattab's death (see above p. I25). We emphasize once more that
the two terms, sunnah andsirah, are identically used inasmuch as both
refer to the "practice" of the Prophet (or of any other person). We
note, however, at the same time that the two terms are from the
outset no mere synonyms. Originally the two terms designate two
different aspects of the same idea. Whereas sirak means exactly
and literally "the manner of proceeding (or procedure, or course
of action) applied with respect to a certain affair", the term
sunnah describes this "manner of proceeding (procedure)" as
"something which has been established, instituted [by a certain
individual]" .

We return to the concept "the sunnah (practice) of the Prophet".
Above p. 159 we quoted a tradition (Ibn Hisam, Sirat Rasidi-llah,
p. 584, 7f£.) in which the Prophet indicates as reason for refraining
from the performing of a certain act his apprehension that his
performance of the act might create a sunnah, a normative practice.
With this remarkable testimony for the early existence of the idea
of "the sunnah of the Prophet", we compare the following tradition
(in Ibn Sa'd, Tabaqia, II I; p. 13I, 8-10), in which, interestingly
enough, this apprehension is formulated in exactly the same words:
... Ibnu Guraygin: a1Jbarani bnu Tiiwusin 'an abihi : inna Rasida­
lliihi (:jl'm) sariba min-a n-nabiq,i wamin Zamzama waqiila: lawlii an
iakiona sunnatan lanaza'tu ": . . The Messenger of God drank from
the nabiq, and from [the well] Zamzam and said: 'Were it not that
it might become a sunnah, I would have drawn myself 'the
bucket from the well' ". The task of the siqiiyah (as part of the
pilgrimage ritual) had already, on an earlier occasion (before the
event described in this tradition), been acknowledged by the
Prophet as a privilege of the Banii 'Abdalmuttalib, and, more
specifically, of 'Abbas and his family. He is now apprehensive that,
in case he were to haul up the water himself (for his own need in
the performance of the rite), every individual within the Islamic
community might follow his example; in other words: he is
apprehensive that he would hereby create a sunnah, a norm (thus
depriving the Banii 'Abbas of their privilege). It is noteworthy
that, in certain versions of this tradition, the formula lawlii an
takuna sunnatiin is replaced by a more concrete and detailed de­
scription of the matter involved, in which, however, the word
sunnatiin does not appear. We quote, e.g., Musnad Ahrnad. ibn
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Ifanbal, vol. I, p. 248: '" 'an-i bni 'A bbdsin: ... iumma atii
s-siqdyata ba'da ma [araga ioabani: 'ammihi yanzi'una minha [aqiila:
nawiluni, farufi'a lahi; d-dalwu fasariba, iumma qdla: lawla anna
n-niisa yatta1Jirj,unah11, nuskan wayaglibunakum 'alayhi lanaza'tu
ma'akum " ... then he (i.e., the Prophet) came to the drinking­
place .. , while his cousins were drawing from it (i.e., from the
well Zamzam) [buckets with water], and he said: 'Reach me [a
bucket with water]!', and the bucket was hauled up for him and
he drank; then he said: 'Were it not that the people might come
to consider it as an act of devotion (i.e., an obligatory part of the
pilgrimage ritual, a sunnah) and [thus] deprive you [my cousins] of it
(i.e., of the privilege of the siqdyah, which I granted you), I would
have drawn [the bucket] together with you'." In other versions of
the tradition which are perhaps closer to the original, the words
yatta1Jirj,unahu nuskan are missing (l.c., p. 372): ... lawla an tuglabu
'alayha lanaza'tu biyadi; moreover (ibid., p. 76): qdla wa'ata
Z amzama: ya Bani 'A bdi-l-Muttalibi, siqayatukum-walawla an
yaglibakumtt n-niis« 'alayha lanaza'tu biyadi; d. also (Ibn Sa'd,
Tabaqdt, II, I; p. 131, 19): ... ieaqiila: lawla an yaglibakumu n-nds«
(alii siqayatihum lam yanzi' minha ahadun gayri. In all the versions
of this ancient tradition except the first one (Ibn Sa'd, II, I;
p. 131, 8-10, see above p. 169), the concept of "the sunnah of the
Prophet" is not linguistically expressed, but is nevertheless clearly
implied, that is: it is actually present. The presence of the concept
without a linguistic expression of any kind makes it clear that the
concept cannot be based on doctrinal considerations.

\Ve mention a further tradition in which we consider "the sunnah
of the Prophet" implied in the same pregnant way as in the tradition
discussed above. This tradition, which is transmitted in a number
of versions, appears in Buhari's $a/:ti/:t, [mdn 26 (ed. Krehl, v. I,

p. 17) in the following form: Al-gihiidu min-a l-imani: ... /:taddatana
Abu Zur'ata bnu (Amri bni (;aririn qdla sami'tu Aba Hurayrata
'an-i n-Nabiyi ('il'm) qiila: ... Latolii an asuqqa (ala ummati ma
qa'adtu 1Jalfa sariyatin. Walawadidtu anni uqtalu fi sabili-llahi iumma
u/:tya iumma uqtalu iumma u/:tya tumma uqtalu. Al-Qastallani (Irsad
as-sari 'ala $a/:ti/:t al-Bu1Jari, ed. Bulaq 1304 h., v. I, p. 122) under­
stands the clause lawla an asuqqa (ala ummati-in agreement with
the text of certain versions (quoted below)-as follows: ... wasa­
babu l-masaqqaii fju(ubaftt ta!Jallufihim ba'dahu wala qudrata lahum
(ala 'l-masiri ma(ahu lidiqi /:talihim " ... and the cause of the hard-
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ship [which might be suffered by the Believers] consists in the
distress caused to them by their being forced to stay behind him
(i.e., the Prophet) after he has left (on an expedition), since they
are unable to depart with him because of their straitened circum­
stances (which do not allow them to make the necessary pre­
parations for warfare)". Houdas in his translation of Buhari's
$aMfi, (La tradition M'ahometane, v. I, p. zz) interprets the tradition
as follows: "Si ce ri'etait rna compassion pour mon peuple, je ne me
tiendrais pas ainsi en arriere des troupes et je voudrais au contraire
etre tue pour la gloire de Dieu, ressuscite ensuite pour etre tue de
nouveau ... ". Whereas al-Qastallani (in agreement with the other
versions, see below) thinks of the distress caused to the Believers
by their being forced to stay behind (because of lack of equipment)
and thus not being able to be in the company of the Prophet while
he is away being engaged in warfare, Houdas thinks of the grief
which might be caused to the Believers by the death of the Prophet
as a consequence of his taking part in the g£had.

We now mention the other versions of the tradition under discus­
sion. In Malik b. Arias' M uinaita', cus« 40, the tradition appears
in the following form: ieahaddatani Can M alikin Can Yafi,ya bni
Sa'idi« Can Abi $al£fi,in-i s-Sammdmi Can AM Hurayrata anna
Rasula-llahi qdla: Laield an asuqqa cala ummati la'al:zbabtu an la
ata!Jaltafa Can sariyaiin ta!Jrugu fi sabili lldh», Walak£nni is agidu
ma afi,mihehum calayhi wala yagiduna ma yatahasnmaliona calayhi
faya!Jruguna. Wayasuqqu calayh£m an yata!JaUafu bacdi ... In
Muslim's $aJ;,ib" Imdrah. 28 (ed. Cairo 1349/1931, v. 2, p. 129) the
same text appears with some minor variations: '" lawla an
yasuqqa cala l-Muslimina ma qa'adt« !Jilafa sariyatin tagzu fi
saMli llahi abaaan, Walakin la agidu sa'atan fa'ahmilahwm wala
yagidiina sa'atan ... In Buhari's $aMJ;" Gihiid lI8 (ed. Krehl, v. 2,

p. 241) the text reads: lawla an asuqqa cala ummati ma iahallaft« Can
sariyatin walakin la agidu ma aJ;,miluhum calayhi wayasuqqu 'alavya
(not calayhim!) an yata!JaUafu Canni ... In this version, the Prophet
stresses the grief which would be caused to him in case he would
have to depart for the gihad without the company of certain in­
dividuals or groups from among the believers. Ibid., Gihad 7 (ed.
Krehl, v. 2, p. 201) the text differs in a more significant way:
f:tadda~ana Abu 1-Yamani qiila: habbaran; 514 caybun 'an-i z-Zuhriyi
qala: a!Jbarani Sa'id« bnu l-Musayyibi anna Abii Hurayrata qala:
sami'iu. n-Nabiya ($lCm) yaqid«: Wallarji nafsi biyadihi! Lawla anna
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rigalan min-a l-Muslimina la taiib« anfuwhum an yataballafi: {anni
wala agidu ma ahmiiuhsom {alayhi mii ta!Jallaftu {an sariyatin tagzu
fi sabili l!ahi ... Here the idea which in most of the versions is
expressed in a subsequent, quasi-explanatory sentence-wayasuqqu
"alayhirn. an yata!Jallafu ba'tii (which is obviously intended to mean:
"and it grieves them that they have to stay behind when I depart")
-has penetrated into the sentence representing the basic (in our
opinion: original) tradition and has caused the disappearance of the
essential phrase of this tradition: lawla an asuqqa {ala ummati (in,
e.g., MuwaHa), Gihad 40). The clear sense of the tradition in this
version is: "Were it not that people among the believers might not
be satisfied with having to stay behind when I depart-while I am
not able to provide for them camels and horses and other equip­
ment-I would never remain behind when a party of warriors
leaves for the purpose of gihad ... ". For us the statement wayasuqqu
"alayhim. (or 'alay ya, respectively) an yata!Jallafu ba{di (in versions
of the MuwaNa) and of Buhari's :;iaJ:tiJ:t quoted above p. 171), on
which, we feel, the last-mentioned version (lawla anna rigalan min-a
l-Muslimina la tatib« anfusuhum an yata!Jallafu 'ann; ... , Buharr,
Gihad 7) is based, represents a secondary addition to the original
text, an interpolation caused by an early erroneous interpretation
of this text. The original tradition consisted, in our opinion, only
of the statement: law/a an asuqqa (or: yasuqqa) {ala ummati ma
qa'adtu !Jalfa sariyatin ta!Jrugu (or: tagzu) fi sabili llahi, the meaning
of which is: "Were it not that I might bring hardship (or: that it
might bring hardship) on my community, I would never remain
behind when a party of warriors departs for the purpose of gihad."

Also with respect to this early tradition (in analogy to our inter­
pretation of the tradition discussed above p. 170), we state that
the protasis: lawla an asuqqa (or: yasuqqa) {ala ummati ("Were it
not that I (or: it) might bring hardship on my community")
implies the idea: lawla an yakuna (takuna) sunnatan: "Were it not
that it might become (or: create) a sunnah ... ". The idea is the
following: The Prophet's participation in every campaign without
exception might-as a consequence of the fact that every act of
his, and especially an act regularly performed by him, normally
constitutes a sunnah, a norm to be strictly observed by his com­
munity-cause his community as a whole (including future genera­
tions) to regard the participation in all campaigns, without excep­
tion, as a religious duty to be observed by every individual under
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all circumstances, i.e., as "a sunnah of the Prophet". According to
the tradition under discussion, the Prophet considers such a sunnah
as causing unbearable hardship to "his community" (i.e., to every
member of his community, in his time and in all future generations);
and to avoid the creation of such a sunnah, the Prophet restricts
his participation in thegihad to the one or the other campaign under­
taken by his followers during his life-time." As indicated in the
continuation of the tradition (that is, in the interpretative remarks
following the original, basic sentence quoted by us above, remarks
which probably were not part of the original statement), the hard­
ship for the Islamic community which the Prophet seeks to avoid,
consists in the first place in the inability of many of his followers
to procure the necessary means of transportation (camels) as well
as other equipment (weapons, battlehorses, etc.).2 The Prophet's
intention to avoid this hardship has found explicit expression in
the utterance transmitted from him, whereas the underlying
reason for this feared hardship-namely, the normative character
of his practice (especially of his regularly performed practice,
avoided by him in this case)-has (as in the case of the tradition
discussed above p. 170) remained unexpressed. This lack of an
expression for the idea of "the avoidance of the creation of a
sunnah (= lawla an yakttna sunnatan) "-an idea which, in our
opinion, is implied in, or at the root of, the clause lawla an asuqqa
'ala ummati-should be considered as having caused the erroneous

1 Cf., e.g., Safi'i, Kit. al-Umm, vo!. 4, p. 90, 27: ioaba-ata Rasulu-llahi
(Jl'm) guyusan tuasariiyii tahallafa 'anhii binafsihi ma 'a hirsih; 'alii l-gihadi . . .
"and the Messenger of God sent armies and troops while he himself was
staying behind in spite of his eagerness for the gihad . . . ". On the other
hand, according to tradition (see ibid., line 24ff.), there was no campaign
in which the Prophet took part without other important men among his
companions staying behind. This is in complete agreement with gihad
being a [ard. kifayah ("a duty the observance of which is obligatory on the
collective body of the Muslims") and not a far!! 'ayn ("a duty being obligat­
ory on every single Muslim"). It is in this sense of [ard 'ayn that the concept
sunnah is used which we consider implied in the phrase lawla an asuqqa
'alii ummati (= laiold. an yakuna sunnatan) , see below.

2 That the lack of riding-animals caused certain people to stay behind
and not to participate in a number of campaigns becomes evident, inter
alia, from passages like Ibn Hisam, Sirat Rasiili-lliih, p. 906, Iff. Since
the participation in the gihad was, however, an activity of basic importance,
it takes no wonder that the Prophet expresses his regret that certain groups
of his earliest followers are forced to stay behind because of lack of riding­
animals (see l.c., line 3-5).
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interpretation (mentioned by us above p. 172) in a rather early
period. The complete content of the tradition under discussion
could probably have found its full expression in a statement like the
following: "Were it not that I might create a sunnah which might
bring hardship on my people, I would never stay behind when a
party of warriors leaves for a campaign." (It was self-understood
that the hardship could consist, e.g., in the difficulty of procuring
transportation, equipment, etc.).

We compare lawla an asuqqa (ala ummati in the tradition here
under discussion with the same phrase in various other traditions
in which a practice which the Prophet in principle would like to have
performed by the whole Islamic community, is not proclaimed by
him as obligatory for the reason that it might involve hardship. Cf.,
e.g. [Buhari, $al:ti!~, Gum 'ab 8; ed. Krehl, vol. 2, p. 226): ... (an AM
Hurayrata: anna Rasula-lldhi ($l(m) qdla: law ld an asuqqa (ala um­
mati-e-ase : law la an asuqqa (ala n-nasi-s-la'amartuhum bis-siwaki
ma'a kulli saldiin, C£. also (ibid., Saiom. 27; vol. 2, p. 480): lasold an
asuqqa (ala ummati la'amartuhum bis-siwaki 'inda kulli wurj,u'in; and
(ibid., Mawaqit as-saldh 24; vol. 2, p. 152): lasold an aiuqqa 'ald wm­
mati la'amartuhum an YU$alluha hakarj.a (ay: ... warj,i(an yadahi; (ala
ra'sihi); etc. In contrast to the traditions discussed above (p. 169
and p. 170), in the present instances the intention of avoiding the
creation of a sunnah is explicitly stated through the wording
of the apodosis complementing the protasis introduced by lawla.
The apodosis expressly states: la'amartuhum bis-siaedk», and
... la'amartuhum an YU$allu , respectively. The possibility of
the emergence of a sunnah is thus being based on the explicit
ordinance of the Prophet. In contrast hereto, in the case of the
traditions discussed above (p. 169f. and p. 170f£.) it is the perform­
ance of the particular practices by the Prophet that results in their
being recognized as sunnah. By performing these practices (espec­
ially by performing them regularly) the Prophet is assumed to have
established these practices as norms to be observed by the entire
Muslim community. On the other hand, the indirect reference (by
implication) to the unavoidable adoption of the Prophet's (norm­
ative) practices by the community emphasizes the self-understood,
natural (i.e., non-doctrinal) character of this type of the creation
of normative practices in general and of "the practice-sunnah­
of the Prophet" in particular.!

1 It is the regular and uninterrupted performance of certain practices
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G. Pre-Islamic Sunnah re-created by the Prophet

We have seen (see especially p. 167 and p. 174) that basically, in
agreement with the original Arab conception, a practice (or norm)
designated by the term sunnah comes into existence by the will
of a definite individual who may be called the originator of the
respective practice or norm. For this, as well as for other reasons,
it can not be assumed that the system of Islamic legal practice
known under the name "Sunnah of the Prophet" is rooted in the
originally anonymous custom or practice of the community, to
which secondarily, on the basis of doctrinal considerations, the
authorship of the Prophet has been attributed. We have, of course,
to admit that certain practices and procedures ascribed to the
Prophet may be based on older (or also foreign) usages. However,
even usages of that type may, quite rightly, have been considered
by the early Muslims as belonging to the "Sunnah of the Prophet",
that is: as instituted by him, inasmuch as the Prophet may have
practiced these usages in the framework of a specific situation or
under particular conditions so that they became invested with a
novel character.

In this connection we refer to a tradition which appears in a
historical context (Tabarl, A nnales, I, 2499, 7-9; ef. also below
p. 245): ... waqad kiina 'Umaru ttaJ;arJa fi kulli misrin. (alii
qadrihi J;uyulan min jurjuli amwiili l-Muslimina 'uddaian likas»:
nin in kana jakiina bil-Kufati min rjiilika arba'aiu iiliiji [arasin
. .. "... 'Umar [b. al-Hattab] placed in each of the provincial
capitals cavalry detachments which varied in size according to the
local circumstances, [paying for the expenses] with the surpluses of
the possessions (or: the revenues) of the Muslims; he did this in
preparation for any emergency that might arise. And in Kufa there
were hereof four thousand horses ... ". We connect this factual
report concerning a certain measure taken by 'Umar b. al-Hattab
with a tradition, from 'Umar b. al-Hattab himself, concerning a
usage practiced by the Prophet (Yahya b. Adam, Kit. al-ljariig,

by the Prophet (and probably by any other personality) that makes these
practices obligatory on the faithful. We refer with respect to this to the
passage in Ibn Hisam, Sirat Rasiili-lldh, p. 789, 2 ff. (quoted in full above
p. 142): " ... people thought that is was not incumbent on them, for the
Prophet had done it for the Quraysites because of what he had heard from
them. However, when he made the farewell pilgrimage he adhered to it,
and this became obligatory practice."
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ed. Th. W. ]uynboll, p. 21, 2-7; and as-Safi'i, Kit. al-Umni, vol. 4,
p. 64,19££.): ... a!Jbaranii Sufyiinu bnu 'Uyaynata <an Ma<marin
<an-i z-Zuhriyi <an M iiliki bni Awsi bni I-Ifidtiini <an cUmara bni
I-IfaHiibi (r¢h), qala: kiinat amwiilu bani n-Nadir» mimmii afii'«
lliihu <alii rasulihi lam yugij <alayhi l-Musiimiina bi!Jaylin walii
rikiibin jakiinat li-Rasuli-Uiihi (~l<m) !Jiili~atan jakiina yunjiqu minhii
najaqata sanatihi wamii baqiya (variant: ja¢ala) i«<alahu fi l-kurii<i
was-siliiJ:ti <uddatanfi sabili lliihi 'azza wagalla ... " ... [tradition]
from <Vmar b. al-Hattab. He said: The possessions of the Banii
n-N adir were given by God as booty to His prophet ... , and were
the Prophet's exclusive property. He used to take from the revenue
of these possessions his annual living expenses, and what remained
[at the end of the year] he used to spend on horses and arms in
preparation for 'the war for the sake of God' (the gihiid) ... ".

It is obvious that this tradition concerning a practice of the
Prophet is connected with the afore-mentioned report concerning
'Umar b. al-Hattab's own practice. 'Umar's procedure, which was
made necessary by particular historical circumstances and is
reported within a historical context, does not only serve to authenti­
cate the tradition (from 'Umar) concerning the usage of the Prophet,
but it is evident that 'Umar consciously adopted the Prophet's
usage, in other words: acted in agreement with "the sunnah of the
Prophet".

As we have shown in our study "The surplus of property: an
early Arab social concept" (see below p. 229 ff.), it was an early Arab
institution to set aside "the surplus of property" (fa¢l al-miil)
and to spend it for social and charitable purposes (cf. especially
p. 234fl.); this concept is also reflected in a Qur>anic precept
(Siirah 2, 216-217; and 7, 198; cf. our remarks p. 229). How­
ever, the specific way in which the Prophet applied this genuine
Arab principle in the case of the usage described in the above-quoted
tradition (from <Vmar b. al-Hattab) could not but make this usage
appear in the eyes of his people as a new and specific practice
instituted by the Prophet; and as such it was recorded. Accordingly,
it is clear that "Umar, when he applied the same specific principle
within a definite historical context, did not re-create this new and
specific principle on the basis of the ancient Arab general practice
concerning "the surplus of property", but rather followed the
procedure of the Prophet, who used to spend the surplus of his
personal revenue for the acquisition of equipment for the warlike
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enterprises of Islam (wama [adala ga<alahu Ii l-kura<i was-silaJ:ti
'uddatan Ii sabili !lahi). Whereas the Prophet implemented his
principle on the basis of his own, personal revenue, 'Umar, in
adopting the Prophet's usage, made it, as it were, a general principle,
valid for the Islamic community as a whole, by using "the surpluses
of the possessions of the Muslims" (... !Juyulan min fucjuli amwali
l-Muslimina 'uddatan likawnin in kana).

In any event, it should be recognized that the use of [adl al-miil,
"the surplus of property", for the acquisition of equipment for the
warlike enterprises of the Islamic community constitutes an authen­
tic instance of the "sunnah of the Prophet".

H. <Ilm and Ra>y

After the Qur>an and "the sunnah of the Prophet", the most
paramount source of the practice of Islam is the principle of ra'»,
"the independent, personal reasoning [of the juristJ" . Apart from
this (primary) meaning of the word, which is frequently also ex­
pressed by the term igtihad ar-ra'ty , the term ra>y designates also
the result of "the independent, personal reasoning", that is "the
opinion" itself.

]. Schacht, Origins of Muhammadan jurisprudence, p. 10Sf.,
states with respect to "the main locus probans for igtihad ai-ra'y";
the well-known tradition concerning Mu<ag b. Cabal and the
Prophet: "Goldziher [f-ahiriten, 10J has given the general reasons
which speak for a late origin of this tradition." Schacht (l.c.)
presents further arguments, confirming, in his opinion, Goldziher's
conclusion." Goldziher (l.c., p. of.) considers as spurious also various
traditions in which 'Umar b. al-Hattab recommends to his judges
the use of ravy, In our opinion, it seems, however, highly probable

1 The tradition concerning the Prophet's instruction to Mu'ag b. Cabal
with respect to the use of rary has a parallel in the following tradition
concerning Abu Bakr's attitude to (igtihiid ar-)ra>y (Ibn Sa-d, Tabaqiit,
III, I; p. 126, I ff.}: ... Sa'idu bnu Sadaqata 'an Multammadi bni Sirina
qiila: lam yakun ahadun ba'da n-Nabiyi ahyaba lima la ya'lamu min Abi
Bakrin walam yakun ahadun baida Abi Bakrin ahyaba lima lii ya'lamu
min 'Umara. Wa'inna Abii Bakrin nazalat bihi qadiyatun lam nagid laha
fi kitabi llahi asian uialii fi s-sunnati aiaran. [aqiila: agtahidu ra>yi, ja>in
yakun saioaba« jamin-a lldh.i, wa'in yakun !fa/a'an faminni, ioarastogfiru
lliih, For the meaning of 'alima in the phrase ma la ya'lamu see below,
p. 182, footnote 1.
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that already in the earliest period of Islam any governor or judge
(or army-commander) was expected (not necessarily required) to
take recourse to his own, independent reasoning (ra'y) in case he
would not find guidance in the vast body of practices, norms and
ordinances of the past, which, especially in relationship to ra'y, is
frequently referred to as 'ilm. With respect to this particular use of
'ilm as counterpart of ra'y, we refer to Goldziher's article Fiqh in
the Encyclopedia oj Islam (rst ed., vol. II, I; p. 101), where several
traditions are quoted in which these terms are used with reference
to various lawyers of the second Islamic century (e.g., with re­
ference to Sa'id b. al-Musayyib and 'Ata' b. Abi Rabah).

The use of 'ilm and ra'y as terminological counterparts seems to
us, however, also to occur in traditions dealing with historical events
of the earliest period of Islam. We quote from Tabari's report con­
cerning the Muslim conquest of Palestine (Annales, I, 2401, 4-6;

year IS): wakataba ['Amru bnu l-'A$z] ila 'Umara yasiamidduhii
ieayaqid«: inni u'aligu harban ka'udan sadicman wabiladan-i
ddulJirat laka fara'vaka. Walamma kataba 'Amrun ila 'Umara
biq,alika 'araja anna 'Amran lam yaqul illa bi'ilmin ... 'Arnr b.
al-' A~, in charge of the Muslim conquest of Palestine ($aJ:tibu jatJ:ti
haq,ihi l-bilddi, d. l.c., p. 2400, 20), asks in a letter the caliph 'Umar
b. al-Hattab to inform him of his opinion with respect to a particular
problem connected with the conquest: "I am dealing with a
difficult war and with a land that is preserved for you, so give me
your opinion (based on your personal, independent reasoning:
ja-ra'yaka). And after 'Umar had received this letter of 'Amr b.
al-'A~', he recognized that 'Amr had not acted (or: was not prepared
to act) but in accordance to 'ilm." That means: 'Amr is prepared
to base his actions on procedures which have been used in analogous
situations in the past, but he is not prepared to make use of ra'y,
that is: "independent, personal reasoning". In cases in which his
"knowledge" ('ilm) of the past does not provide him with guidance
with respect to the problem at hand, he feels compelled to ask for
the caliph's "personal opinion" (ra'Y). It should be stressed that
in our passage ra'y is not only expressly mentioned in 'Amr b. al­
eA~' request to 'Umar (ja-ra'yaka) , but is also implied in the
concept of 'ilm which appears in the description of 'Umar's im­
pression of his envoy's request. This specific manner of the appearance
of the concept ra'y in this tradition as well as the historical back­
ground of the tradition (certain events connected with the Muslim
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conquest) prove the genuine character of the tradition. That means:
it cannot be assumed that we deal here with a spurious tradition
invented by adherents of the principle of ra'y (a!jJ:tab ar-ra'y) as
Goldziher assumes not only with respect to the tradition concerning
Mu'ad b. Cabal and the Prophet, but also with respect to certain
other traditions which mention 'Umar's instruction to certain judges
to make use of ra'y in cases in which the Qur'an and the Sunnah
do not provide guidance (see above p. 177). The fact that in the
passage from Tabari quoted by us above (p. 178) ra'y appears as
counterpart of 'ilm, makes it clear that the term ra'y is used here
in a technical sense, in other words: that it is used here in the sense
of a methodological principle.

The passage in which 'Arnr b. al-'A~ asks for 'Umar's ra'y and
'Umar concludes herefrom that 'Amr is prepared to act on the
basis of 'ilm, but not (as would be desirable) on the basis of ra'y, is
in agreement with the following tradition (again involving 'Umar),
although the concept 'ilm is here not expressly mentioned (Tabari,
1,2493, rz ff.: year 17): ... waraga'a MuJ:tammadu bnu Maslamata
min jawrihi J:tatta ilja dana min-a l-Madinati janiya zaduhu ...
jaqadima 'ala 'Umara waqad saniqa ja'alybarahu lyabarahu kullahu
[aqiila: [ahallii qabilta min Sa'di [bni Malikin] (see ibid., line 8),
faqdla: law aradta Ijalika katabta Ii biM aw adinta li Jihi, [aqiila
(Umaru): inna akmala r-rigali ra'yan man ilja lam yakun 'indahu
'ahdun min !jaJ:tibihi 'amila bil-hazmi aw qiila biM walam yankul.
The specific historical background of this tradition (as in the case
of the earlier one, see above) excludes the possibility of a secondary,
tendentious insertion of a concept like ra'y (or a concept implying
ra'Y). The basic idea expressed in this tradition is that, in the event
that the envoy has no instruction from 'Umar himself (ilja lam
yakun 'indahu 'ahdun min !jaJ:tibiM), 'Umar is demanding from his
envoy "independent, personal reasoning" (ra'y)-in exact agreement
with the situation in the tradition concerning Mu 'ag b. Cabal and
the Prophet, and also in agreement with the situation in the tradi­
tion concerning 'Amr b. al-'A~ and 'Urnar, But there is another
feature which connects the tradition concerning Muhammad b.
Maslamah and 'Urnar with the tradition concerning 'Amr b. al-'A~

and 'Umar. This feature consists in a certain detail of the form by
which the principle involved- ra'y-is expressed: man ida lam
yakun 'indahu 'ahdun min !jaJ:tibiM 'amila biZ- haemi aw qala biiii
... The expression qdla biM (= qdla bil-hazmi = qdla bir-ra'yi) is
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to be compared with the similar expression in the tradition con­
cerning 'Amr b. al-<.A;; and 'Umar : 'ara]a [<UmaruJ anna 'Amran
lam yaqui illa bi'ilmin. On the one hand, it is interesting to note that
in the one instance qdla bi is followed by <ilm(in), and in the other
instance by ra'y(in). On the other hand, it should not be overlooked
that this pregnant use of qdla in connection with ra'y is not in­
frequently found in the ftadzt-literature in contexts in which ra'y
is used in its regular, "technical" meaning (as one of the u$ul al­
fiqh). We only mention qdla ragulun bira'yihi ma sa'a (Buhan,
Sa fti"h , Kit. al-lfagg, 36), and walam yaqui bira'yin wala qiyiisin
(ibid., Kit. al-T'tisdm, 8; for further instances see in Wensinck,
Concordance de la tradition musulmane, vol. 3, p. 204b, S.V. ra'y).
Qala in its use in conjunction with ra'y (or 'ilm, or any of the u$ul
al1iqh) therefore represents regular legal parlance, and the historical
passages quoted by us are consequently early and authentical
testimonies for the technical use of ra'y (and Cilm). Our inter­
pretation of the passage Tabari, I, 2493, I4f. as an ancient testimony
for ra)y in its technical meaning implies of course the assumption
that hazm in the phrase 'amila bil-hazmi aw qdla bih; is a synonym
of ra'y or expresses a concept related to ra'y. Such a meaning of
hazm emerges not only from the context as a whole, but it is also
clearly indicated by the clause man laysa <indahu <ahdun ... as
well as by the use of hazm. as a complement of qdla bi (qala bihi. =
qdla bil-l:tazmi). We know, however, also from other contexts that
hazm. possesses sometimes a meaning kindred to ra'y. We refer,
e.g., to the following line by Abu <Ali al-tAbli (Aganz, vol. ro, p. r09,
r8) in which he describes the Umayyad caliphs: yaqia'iina n-nahiira
bir-ra'yi teal-hazmi wayul:tyuna laylahum bis-sugudi. It is evident
that hazm is used here as the expression for an activity, and, of
course, an activity identical with, or related to, ra'y.l

1 This use of hasm. in which it comes close to, or is even identical with,
ra'y, is confirmed by other passages. We quote the following passage from
the report concerning the Day of Si-b Gabalah which took place A.D. 570
(Agiini, X, p. 36): .. .falammii sami'at Banii 'Amirin masirahum, igtama'u
ilii l-Ahtuasi bni Ga'farin wahwa yawma'iljin saylj,un kabirun... gayra
annahu yudabbiru amra n-niisi wakiina mugarraban lziiziman maymiina
n-naqibati, fa'alj,baruhu l-!Jabara, [aqiila lahumu l-Ahsuasu: qad kabirtu famii
astaii'w an agi'a bit-haem» waqad dahabo: r-ra'yu minni. .. Moreover, we
refer to the following passage (from Kitiib al-majiilij wal-majiini [i riwiiyiit
al-Agiini, extracts from Agiini by A. $al1:J.ani, vol. II, p. 46): " .faqiila
J)u Rusaynin : Ijahaba dami 'alii alj,1ji bil-hazmi [asirtu. kaman asiira billj,aja'i.
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The passage discussed above and viewed by us as basically
agreeing with the tradition concerning Mu (ad b. Cabal and the
Prophet (see above p. 178) should also be compared with the follow­
ing tradition concerning 'Urnar b. al-ljattab and ljalid b. al-Wali:d
(Tabari, Annales, I, 1922, 7ff.): Kataba ilayya s-Sariyu (an
Su(aybin (an Sayjin (an Sahlin (an-i l-Qasimi wa-(Amri bni
s« 'aybin, qala: Lammii ardda Ifalidun-i s-sayra o,araga min Zafarin
waqad-i siabra'a Asadan wa-Gatafana wa-Tayyi'an tea-Hauidzina
fasdra yuridu l-bitdha. diona l-hazni wa(alayha Maliku bnu Nuwa­
yrata waqad taraddada 'alayhi. amruhu waqad iaraddadat-i t-Ansdr«
(ala Ifalidin watao,allafat 'anh« waqalu: ma harJa bi'ahdi l-Halifaii
ilaynii, inna l-Hatifata 'ahida ilayna in nal}nu faragna min-a
l-Bazao,ati uiastabra'rdi biliida l-qawmi an nuqima l}atta yaktuba
ilaynd, Faqdla Ifalidun: in yaku "ahida ilaykum harJa faqad 'ahida
ilayya an amdiya ioa'ana l-amir« tea'ilayy« taniahi l-ao,biiru; walaw
annahu lam ya'tini lahu kitdbion. wala amrun tumma ra'aytu [ursatan.
f akuntu in a(lamtuhu fatatni lam u (limhu l}atta antahizaha; waka­
rJalika law-i btutina bi'amrin laysa minhu (ahdun ilayna fihi lam
nada' an nara afdala ma bil}a¢ratina (variants: yal}¢uruna, and
yao,u$$u bina) tumma na'mal biM " ... When ljalid [b. al-Walid]
intended to march he left Zafar and they (i.e., the Ansar, who
had become doubtful with respect to Halid) said: 'This (your
advancing with the army) is not in agreement with the caliph's
instruction to us; the caliph has instructed us that, if we shall be
through with al-Bazahah and have finished [the occupation of] the
land of the enemy, we should stay until he would write to us.' And
Halid said: 'If he (i.e., the caliph) has given you this instruction,
me [personally] he has instructed that I should march; and I am
the commander, whom the intelligence reports reach. And although
I might not receive any letters or orders from him, but might
[nevertheless] see an opportunity [for a military undertaking under
such circumstances that] if I [at first] informed him, [the oppor­
tunity] would elude me, [in such a case] I would not inform him, but
would seize it (i.e., the opportunity) hastily. And likewise, if we
were in any danger with respect to which we did not receive any

.. ·fa'iqii fihi (ay: fi l-kitiibi) l-baytiini, [alamma qara'ahumii qdla : laqad
alJaqta bil-haemi, Furthermore d. (apud Ibn Hisam, Sirat Rasidi-llah ed.
Wiistenfeld, p. 250, 5 = ed. Cairo 1937, vol. I, p. 402, 6/7): gazii lliihu
rah/an bil-lfagt7ni tatiiba'u (var.: tabiiya'u) 'alii mala-in yahdi lihasmi«
uiayursidw (d. below p. 217).
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instruction from him, we would not neglect to use our own reason
(nara, i.e. 'to use ra'y') in order to reach the most suitable plan,
and then act in agreement with this plan (ra'y)'."

Above p. 178 we quoted a tradition concerning 'Umar b. al­
]jaHab and 'Amr b. al-'A~ in which ra'y, interestingly enough, is
used in conjunction with 'ilm. This tradition may be illustrated by
another tradition concerning 'Umar in which 'ilm alone is mentioned
(Tabari, 1,2417,10 if.): kataba ilayya s-Sariyu 'an Su'aybin 'an
Sayfin 'an "Aiivata 'an a:;/:tabihi waq,-l)a/:t/:taki 'an-i bni 'Abbdsin,
qdla lammd [tuiihat-i l-Qadisiyatu wa:;ala/:ta man :;ala/:ta min ahli
s-Samddi ioaftutiha; Dimasqu teasdlaha ahlu Dimasqa qdla 'Umaru
lin-nasi: (i)gtami'u fa'aMiruni 'ilmakum [imii afa'a llahu 'ala ahli
l-Qadisiyati wa'ahli s-Sa'mi. Fagiama'« ra'yu 'Umara wa-'Aliyin
'ala an ya'!Juq,u min qibali l-Qur'ani faqalu (Sfirah 59,7): 'ma afa'a
Uahu min ahli l-qurii', ya 'ni min-a l-!Jumsi, 'falillahi tealirasiilihi":
us llahi wa'ila Rasulihi, min-a llahi l-amru wa'ala r-Rasuli l-qasmu
.. , Tumma [assarii q,alika bil-iiyati llat; taliha (Surah 59, 8): ' ... ' .
. . . Faqasama l-ahrndsa 'ala q,alika, wagtama'a 'ala q,alika 'Umaru
wa-'Aliyun wa'amila bihi l-Muslimiona ba'dahu ... " ... [Tradition]
from Ibn 'Abbas: After al-Qadisiyah had been conquered and a
certain part of the people of 'Iraq had capitulated and after Damas­
cus had been conquered and its people had capitulated, 'Umar said
to the people: 'Assemble and present to me your 'knowledge' con­
cerning the booty which God has granted to the people of al­
Qadisiyah and Syria (i.e., the Muslims who had been fighting there)'.
And 'Umar and 'Ali agreed (more literally: 'their opinion­
ra'y-agreed') that they (i.e., the people consulted by 'Umar)
should base their advice on the Qur'an. And they (i.e., the people)
said (Siirah 59, 7): ' ... '. Then they interpreted that verse by the
verse following it ((Surah 59, 8): ' ... ' .... And he (i.e., 'Umar)
divided the 'fifths' accordingly. And 'Umar and 'Ali agreed on that,
and the Muslims later on acted in accordance herewith.... "

Not only is it evident that 'ilm in this tradition (in the phrase
fa'aMiruni <ilmakum) is again to be understood in its pregnant
meaning as counterpart of ra'y, but the passage shows in a concrete
manner in which way the (legal) principle of 'ilm was practically
made use of in the earliest period of Islam.' It is moreover inter-

1 'Llm in this pregnant sense, with respect to the "knowledge" of a norm
or a manner of conduct, is e.g., also contained in the following tradition
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esting to note that in the same way as 'Umar turned to "the
people"-i.e., to the rather numerous group of distinguished
personalities (more or less identical with the "Companions" of the
Prophet)-with the request to inform him of their (ilm with respect
to a certain matter, he asked a similar group of people to advise
him of their ra'y with respect to a different matter. We refer to
the following passage (Tabari, I, 2212, r aff.}: fafi awwali yawmin
min-a l-Mul.tarrami sanata 14-fimii kataba ilayya biM s-Sariyu
(an Su(aybin (an Sayjin (an Muhammadin toa-T'alhata wa-Ziyiidin
bi'isniidihim-!Jaraga 'Umaru l.tattii nazala (alii mii'in yud(ii Siriiran
[a'askara bih; walii yadri n-niisu mii yuridu ayasiru am yuqimu ...
(2213 3 f£.) .. , [anddd s-salata giimi(atan fagtama(a n-niisu ilayhi
fa'a!Jbarahumii l-habara iumma nazara mii yaqiilu n-niisu faqiila
l-iiimanatu: sir wasir binii ma'aka, [adahala ma'ahum fi ra'yihim
wakariha an yada'ahwm. l.tattii yu!Jrigahum minhu fi rifqin [aqiila:
(i)sta(iddii wa'a(iddii fa'inni sii'irun illii an yagi'a ra'yun huwa
amtalu min rjiilika, iumma ba'aia ilii ahli r-ra'yi fagtama(a ilayhi
wugiihu ashabi n-Nabiyi ($l(m) wa'a(liimu l-i Arabi [aqdla: al.tfjiriini
r-ra'ya fa'inni sii'irun, fagtama(ii gami(an wa'agma(a mala'uhum
(alii an yab(ata ragulan min a$l.tiibi Rasiili-lliihi ($l(m) wayuqima ...
"And on the first day of al-Muharram in the year 14 ... 'Umar
set out on his way until he stopped at a water-place named Sirar,
and he camped there; and the people did not know whether he
intended to march or to stay ... And he (i.e., 'Umar) proclaimed
a communal prayer, and the people assembled around him, and
he informed them of the matter, then he waited to hear what the

concerning 'Umar (Tabarl, I, 2513, 4££.): .. .fabaynii n-ruisu. 'alii rjiilika irj
atii 'A bdu-r-Ral:tmiini bnu 'A wfin wakiina mutalJallifan 'an-i n-nasi lam
yashadhum bil-amsi [aqiila ma sa'nu n-ndsi fa'ulJbira l-habara [aqiila : 'indi
min harja 'ilmun ("I have 'knowledge' concerning that"). Faqiila 'Umaru­
fa'anta 'indawa l-aminu l-musaddaqu fama-rja 'indaka, qiila : sami'tu Rasiila­
llahi (Jl'm) yaqiilu : 'irjii sami'tum biharja l-wabii'i bibaladin fala taqdamii
'alayhi wa'irja waqa'a wa'antum bih/i fala talJrugu [iraran minhu wala yulJri­
gannakum illa rjiilika! F aqiila 'Umaru : falillahi l-hamdu nsarifi; ayyuha
n-niisu, fansarafa bihim. Furthermore, d. (ibid., 2524, 15-2525, I): (walJataba
'Umaru. .. toaqiila ... ) faman 'alima 'ilma say'in yanbagi 1-'amalu bilii
faballagana na'mal bihi . . . "(and <Umar preached ... and said ... :) 'Who­
soever is in possession of "the knowledge" of a matter according to which
one should "act", should inform us [hereof] so that we may "act" in accord­
ance with it'." The verb 'alima in the meaning characteristic of 'ilm as contrast
of ra'y occurs, e.g., also in the passage quoted above p. 177, footnote I

(Ibn Sad, Tobaqiit, III, I; p. 126, Iff.).
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people would say; and the mass of the people said: 'March!, and
let us march with yOU!'; and he joined their ra'y ('opinion'); [forJ
he disliked to leave them unless he would extricate them from it
(i.e., from the ra'y) gently, and [soJ he said: 'Prepare yourself and
prepare [the necessary equipmentJ!, for I shall surely march unless
there will turn up an opinion (ra'y) preferable to that [suggested
by you].' Then he summoned the men of ra'y ('independent,
personal reasoning'); and the most prominent of the Companions
of the Prophet and the outstanding men of the Arabs gathered
around him, and he (i.e., 'Umar) said: 'Present to me your opinion
(a/:l4iruni r-ra'ya)!, for I intend to march.' And they all convened,
and their consensus (igmii') was that he should send a man of the
Companions of the Prophet [as commander of the armyJ and should
[himselfJ stay [and not marchJ ... ".

It is evident that the expressions 'ilm and ra'y in the phrases
a/:l4iruni 'ilmakum (in our first quotation, Tabari, I, 2417, 10 ff.)
and a/:l4iruni r-ra'ya (in our second quotation, ibid., 2212, 14f£.),
respectively, are used as terminological counterparts. Ra'y and 'ilm,
respectively, may be applied to all matters, social or personal,
regardless of whether the particular matter is of a strictly legal or
of a non-legal nature. 'Ilm refers to matters for the settling of which
one has already established "procedures" (or "norms") at one's
disposal, while ra'y is applied to matters the handling of which
requires the establishment of new "procedures" (or "norms"). As
for the phrase fa'a/:l4iruni 'ilmakum, it refers in the passage quoted
by us (Tabari, I, 2417, 10f£.) to a matter of strictly legal nature
(the question of the distribution of the !Jums, the "fifth part" of
the booty). As for the phrase fa'a/:l4iruni r-ra'va (in our quotation,
Tabari, I, 2212, 14ff.)-although it does not refer (in that passage)
to a matter of actually legal character-it nevertheless is to be
regarded as a testimony for the very early existence of ra'v as a
basic principle for the solution of problems arising in the administra­
tive practice (legal problems no less than non-legal ones, e.g.
problems of military strategy). This is clearly established by the
parallelism existing between the phrase aJ:uf,iruni r-ra'ya and the
phrase a/:l4iruni 'ilmakum both of which are transmitted as having
been used by 'Umar b. al-Hattab, Consequently, the doubts about
the early application of ra'», which caused Goldziher and Schacht
to deny the authenticity of the story concerning Mu'iig b. Cabal
and the Prophet (see above p. In), do not seem to be justified.
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Certainly, the principles of ra)y and (ilm cannot be considered as
having been suddenly introduced by 'Umar (or his immediate
predecessors), rather it may be assumed that the Arab mind had
been familiar with these principles in a considerably earlier period.
With respect to this, we should also pay attention to the fact that
(ilm and ra)y in their function as semantic counterparts appear in
a line of a famous elegy on the death of the Prophet ascribed to
Hassan b. Iabit (Ibn Hisam, Sirat Rasuli-lliih, p. 1024, 8): taniihat
wa$iitu l-Muslimina bikaffihi falii l-(ilmu ma7}busun walii r-raryu
yufnidu (in textu: yufnadu). This use of the terms in an early poem,
although of Islamic origin, is by itself a strong hint to the genuine
Arab character of these terms and of the ideas represented by them,
and even to the possibility that the technical use of these expressions
precedes the rise of Islam.

Concerning the interesting relationship between (ilm and ra/»,
we should also pay attention to certain statements by an early
jurist which are discussed by Schacht in The origins of Muhammadan
jurisprudence, p. II5: "Zuhri, who belongs to the same generation
[namely, as Rabi'ah b. Abl 'Abdarrahman], is quoted both in
favour and in disparagement of ra'». On one side he is related, on
the authority of Auza T, to have said: 'What an excellent minister
of knowledge is sound opinion'; on the other he is alleged to have
said: 'The [traditional] scholar (alr(iilim) is superior to the mujtahid
by a hundred degrees.' In view of the importance of ra)y in the
Medinese school, the second statement can at once be dismissed
as spurious; but the first, too, the self-conscious wording of which
goes beyond the simple and natural use of ra)y by Malik and Ibn
Qasim, is probably spurious." The Arabic text of the first statement
reads: ni'ma waziru l- 'ilmi ar-ra'y« l-hasan (source: Darimi, al­
Musnad al-giimiC, Bab [i gtiniib al-ahsoii', see Schacht, l.c., footnote
2). Schacht's characterization of this statement as displaying a
"self-conscious wording", as if ra)y had been accorded here an
exceedingly high estimation, reflects his interpretation of the state­
ment by "What an excellent minister of knowledge is sound opinion",
which means that "raty, '(sound) opinion' (ar-ra)yu l-/:tasan), con­
stitutes the fountain-head of 'knowledge'," or, as it were, "ad­
ministers (dispenses) 'knowledge'." It can, however, not be doubted
that the real meaning of the statement is: "What a goodly 'helper'
('aid') of 'knowledge' (i.e., of Quran and legal precedents, iitiir) is
'a good capacity for independent reasoning (or: "a sound opinion",
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or: "soundness of judgment")'!". Ra'y appears here, as it were, as
a servant of 'ilm, fulfilling a secondary, auxiliary (supporting) role.
According to this interpretation, the statement displays by no means
a "self-conscious wording", which "goes beyond the simple and
natural use of ra'y", and for this very reason the statement should
not be considered as spurious. Moreover, this meaning of the
statement, clear in itself (on the basis of its own wording), is con­
firmed by a variation, transmitted in a different context. We quote
the complete passage in which this variation of the statement is
found (Ibn Sad, Tabaqiit, II, z ; p. II3, zoff.): (an-i z-Zuhriyi: ... )
wakana li-Sa'idi bni I-Musayyibi 'inda n-ndsi qadarun kabirun
(a?imun li!Ji$alin: wara (in yabisin toanaziihatin wakalamin bihaqqin
'inda s-sultani wagayrihim wamuganabati s-sultani wa(ilmin la
yusakiluhu 'ilmu. ahadin. wara'yin ba'dic $alibin-wani(ma l(awnu
r-ra'yu l-gayyidu-wakana q,alika 'inda Sa'idi bni I-Musayyibi
ralJimahu lldh. ... "(tradition from az-Zuhri: ...) and Sa 'Id b. al­
Musayyib had enormous influence with the people, because of vari­
ous personal qualities [which were:] ... and 'knowledge' which no­
body's 'knowledge' equaled, and, in addition, soundness of judgment
(or: 'soundness of mind'; 'a good capacity for reasoning', or more
literally: an 'energetic'-or: hard-mind)-And what a goodly
'helper' [namely: of 'knowledge'] is 'soundness of judgment' (or:
'soundness of mind') !-and Sa 'Id b. al-Musayyib possessed all that."
With this maxim in its two versions (as transmitted by Darimi and
by Ibn Sa 'd, respectively) we compare a similar statement in which
in place of ra'yanother word appears: lJilm. In Darirni, ai-Musnad
al-Gami(, Muqaddimah 48, this statement appears in the following
form: ma awa say'un ila say'in azyanu min lJilmin ila (ilmin "Never
has a thing betaken itself to a[nother] thing, granting more adorn­
ment (or: improvement) [to the other thing] than [when] soundness
of mind [betakes itself] to knowledge".I In Gazzali, IlJya' (ulum

1 For this specific idea that a certain intellectual property may represent
an "adornement" of a certain other, related intellectual property we refer
also to the following statement ascribed to <Abdalmalik b. Marwan, which
is reported (in the context of a certain anecdote concerning this caliph)
by Baladurr, Ansab al-asrd], (Anonyme arabische Chronik, ed. Ahlwardt,
Leipzig 1883, p. 216): .. .[aqiila : Zi yiidata mantiqin (ala <aqiin lJud(atun
waziyadatu (aqlin (ala mantiqin hugnatun wa'af:!sanu rjalika md. zayyana
ba(rjuhu basdan, It seems indeed that the sentence wa'af:!sanu rjalika ma
zayyana ba'rjuhu ba'da» refers specifically and concretely to the relationship
between f:!ilm (= ra'y) and (ilm as described in the dictum quoted above.
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ad-din, vol. 3, p. 161, 18, we find the following version: ma udi]«
say>un us say>in mitfu J:tilmin ila 'ilmin. "Never has a thing been
attached to a[nother] thing [as adorning-or: improving-the
other thing] as [when] soundness of mind [has been added] to know­
ledge." Hilm in these two passages is to be identified with ra'v in
its technical meaning here under discussion: "capacity for in­
dependent reasoning", "soundness of judgment", (or also "sound­
ness of mind"}.!

The interdependence of 'itm and ra>y-with a variant expression
called also igtihad (see below p. 188)-is furthermore illustrated in
a very interesting way in Buhari, al-A !:tkam, bab 16 (ed. Krehl,
vol. 4, p. 390) with reference to Siirah 21, v. 78-79: ... teaqara'a:
'Wa-Diaeada tea-Sulaymdna if!, yaJ:tkumani fi l-harii if!, nafasat fihi
ganamu l-qawmi wakunna liJ:tukmihim sahidina wafahhamnaha
Sulaymdna wakullan atayna J:tukman tea'iiman:' Fahamida Sulay­
mana walam yalum Dawuda, walawla ma dakara llahu min amri
haf!,ayni lara'ayta anna l-qudiita halaku, fa>innahu atna cala hiif!,a
bicilmihiwacaf!,ara hiif!,a bigtihadihi. We quote O. Houdas' translation
of this passage (Les traditions islamiques, vol. 4, p. 505) : " 'Souviens­
toi aussi de David et de Salomon quand ils prononcaient une

1 For a discussion of the specific linguistic form of the second version
of this dictum and its relationship to the linguistic form of the first version,
see our monograph The Arabic elative; a new approach (Leiden, Brill, 1968;
Studies in Semitic Languages and Linguistics: 2), p. 43-44. This dictum
in its turn should be compared with the following dictum: at-murmimc
man !Julita (iilmuhu bi'ilmihl (in al-Ya-qubt, Historia, ed. M. Th. Houtsma,
Leiden 1883, II, 102,-s).-For hilm in the meaning "reason" (or "power
of reasoning" = ra'y or 'aql) , we refer, e.g., to Labid's Mu-allaqah, line 83:
.. .il] la tamilu. masa l-hauui a(ilamuna, where at-Tibrizi (A commentary
on ten ancient Arabic poems, ed. Lyall, 1894, p. 94) interprets: inna 'uqUlana
tagliou hawana. Furthermore d. 'Amr b. QamPah, Dlwan, ed. Lyall, no. 2,
line 2sa (p. 19), and Lyall's interpretation of the line (ibid., p. 21), in which
he renders the plural ahliirn. (used with reference to a plurality of persons)
by "wits". See also Bevan in the Glossary to his edition of N aqa>ir! Garlr
wal-Farazdaq, p. 392, where he renders ahliirn. by "minds". Moreover see
the text of Naqa>ir!, p. 17, 4, where ahliim. again appears in the meaning
of "reason". The identity of hilrn. (pl. a(ilam or (iulum) with ra>y appears
most clearly also in the following line ascribed to Abu Tafib b. 'Abdalmut­
talib (Diwan Abi Tiilib, Nagaf 1356/1937, p. 17,-6): kuffu ilaykum min
fur!uli (iulumikum [alii tadhabii min ra>yikum kulla madhabi "restrain the
abundance (or: excess) of your (iilm and don't set your ra>y loose without
restrain". The peculiar idea of "restraining" one's (iilm (or ra'y) is also
expressed in the following line al-Hutay 'ah's (ed. Goldziher, no. 6, II;

ZDMG 46, p. 200): wa'in qala mawlahum cala gulli (var.: kulli) (iadijin
min-a d-dahri ruddii [adla (var.: bacr!a) a(ilamikum raddii. The expression
[adl al-hilm "the excess of hilm" is indeed quite frequently used.
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sentence concernant un champ ou les troupeaux d'une famille
avaient cause des degats, Nous etions presents a leur jugement.­
Nous donnames a Salomon l'intelligence de cette affaire, et a tous
les deux le pouvoir et la sagesse ... ' (sourate xxi, versets 58 et 79).
-EI-J:Iasan ajoute: 'Salomon loua Dieu et ri'adressa aucun reproche
a David. Et ri'etait ce que Dieu a rapporte au sujet de ces deux
prophetes, vous auriez pu supposer que tous les magistrats avaient
peri a cette epoque, puisque Dieu louait Salomon de sa sagesse et
excusait David a cause de sa maitrise en matiere juridique'."

It is obvious that 'ilm and igtihiid (= ra'y) are used here in their
"technical" sense, as concepts referring to each other and supple­
menting each other. Salomon is considered characterized in the
Qur'anic passage as a master of 'ilm in its legal-technical meaning,
and David is considered characterized as master of igtihiid (=ra'y),
again in its legal-technical meaning as an intellectual quality
supplementing 'ilm "the knowledge of the traditional practice". In
addition, it should be noted that the verbs 'adara "he excused"
and (its synonym) lam yalum "he did not blame" are here used
as a variation of hamida and its synonym atnii. "Adara "he excused"
(or lam yalum "he did not blame") means here: "he (strongly)
commended David on account of the quality of his personal reasoning
in legal matters" (in the same way as "he praised Salomon on
account of his knowledge of legal precedents").

I. Igtihrid

A special question, closely connected with the general problem
of the principle of ra'y, is the question of the primary meaning ofthe
term igtihiid ar-ra'», or also simply igtihiid, both used in the sense
of "exercising one's own opinion" ("independent reasoning").
According to Schacht, The origins of Muhammadan jurisprudence,
p. rr6 (d. also pp. 48, 105, 345), the original meaning of the term
igtihiid is "technical estimate, discretion of the expert". It cannot
be doubted that the basic meaning of igtahada and igtihiid is "to
exert oneself" (and "exertion, effort", respectively). On the basis
of this meaning it is hard to visualize arriving at a meaning like
"estimate, discretion", which, Schacht feels, would, in its turn,
have formed the basis of the ordinary technical meaning of the
word, i.e., "exercising one's own opinion" ("independent reasoning"
= ra'y, ra'ii). On the other hand, with respect to the expression
igtahada ra'yahu (or igtihiid ar-ra'y), where igtahada is followed by
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an object in the accusative (or-in the case of igtihad ar-ra>y-by
a genitivus objectivus, respectively), it must be stated that an
intransitive verb like igtahada can basically not be imagined to be
followed by an object in the accusative.

We feel hat the original meaning of igtahada (and igtihad) as used in
the context of legal decisions (or kindred intellectual activities) is "to
exert oneself-by the use of one's intellectual faculties-in behalf
of the Muslim community (or: in behalf of Islam)". In other words:
igtahada, in this specific use, is basically followed by a complement
introduced by li. Such a complement may be missing in the
linguistic expression, but, in this case-in any event, originally
-is to be considered implied (i.e., present in the mind of the
speaker).

The proceedings (after 'Umar b. al-Hattab's assassination) which
led to the election of 'Utrnan b. 'Affan as caliph, were directed by
'Abdarrahman b. 'Awf. In connection with these events, <Ali b.
Abi Talib is reported to have asked 'Abdarrahman to swear an oath
concerning his conduct with respect to the task assumed by him
(al-Baladuri, Ansiib al-asrii], vol. 5, Jerusalem 1936, p. 21, 21):
[a'atdafa <Aliyun "Abda-r-Rahmiini bna 'Aiefi« an la yamila ila
hawan wa>an yu>[ira l-haqqa ioa'an. yagtahida lil-ummati ma'an la
yu/:tabiya ga qariibatin [ahalafa lahi: "then <Ali made 'Abdarrahman
swear that he would not show partiality and that he would prefer
the truth and would exert himself for the (Muslim) community (i.e.,
take care of their interests) and would not favor a relative. And he
(i.e., 'Abdarrahman) swore to him [that]." Cf. also the following
passage dealing with the same event (Tabari, Annales, I, 2786,
line 7ff., and line 10): .. .[aqiila 'Abdurrahsndn»: ya <Aliyu ...
inni qad nazariu wasawartu n-ndsa fa>iga hum la ya<diluna bi­
'Uimdna ... wallahi laqad-i gtahadtu lil-Muslimina "... and
'Abdarrahman said: 'Oh <Ali! ... I have considered [the matter]
and I have consulted the people, and, behold!, they consider nobody
equal to 'Utman ... By God! I have exerted myself for the Muslims
(i.e., taken care of their interests)." Let us emphazise that (in the
second one of these two passages) the expression laqad-i igtahadtu
lil-Muslimina summarizes, as it were, the initial sentence, nazartu
wasawartu n-nasa.As to nazara (or the noun nazari, in this last
sentence, we wish to point out that it should be considered as a
synonym of ra>a (or the noun ra'v, respectively), in its basic as
well as in its abstract-metaphoric, legal, use; and "the consultation
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of the people" (wasiiwartu n-nasa) in turn is frequently part of the
steps leading to a decision based on "ra'y",

Whereas, in the above-quoted examples, the concept al-igtihiidu
lil-Muslimina appears in the context of an event of a more general,
we may also say: of a political, nature, we find this concept also
in contexts of a decidedly legal character. We quote the following
instance (Tabari, I!Jtiliij al-fuqahii', ed. Schacht, p. 136, 14f£., and
p. 137, 3f£.): (qiila [s-Siiji'iyu] ) toamadd Rasulu-lliihi ($l'm) wa!Jta­
lafa ahlu l-'ilmi 'indanii [i sahmihi jaminhum man qiila: yuraddu
'alii ahli s-suhmiini llaii rjakarahii lliihu ... waminhum man qiila:
ya¢a'uhu l-imiimu f:1,aytu ra'ii 'alii l-igtihiidi lil-Isliimi wa'ahlihi;
waminhum man qdla: yada 'uhu Ii l-kurii'i ioae-sildh«. Wallarji !Jtiira
an ya¢a'ahu l-imiimu Ii kulli amrin lJu$ina bihi l-Isliimu wa'ahluhu
min saddi tagrin au i'diidi kurii'in aw siliilJin aw i'tii'ihi ahla l-balii'i
[i l-Isliimi nafalan 'inda l-harbi magayri l-harbi i'diidan liz-ziyiidati
[i ta'zizi l-Isliimi wa'ahlihi 'alii ma $ana'ajihi Rasulu-lliihi ($l'm)­
[a'inna Rasula-lliihi ($l'm) qad a'tii l-ma'ollafata qulubuhum ... min
sahmihi "and the Prophet passed away, and the scholars among
us had different opinions concerning his share; there were such as
said: 'it will be given to the owners of the (other) shares mentioned.
by God ... '; and there were such as said: 'The Imam should place
it where he considers it suitable (ra'ii) in agreement with his
solicitude jor I slam and its people ('alii l-igtihiidi lil- I sliimi tea­
ahlihi)'; and others said: 'he should invest it in horses and arms'.
And those who prefer that the Imam invest it in anything whereby
Islam and its people are fortified ... in agreement with what the
Prophet did with it-the Prophet gave part of his share to [those
known as] 'ol-mu'ollafaiu. qulubuhum'." We note, on the one hand,
that the close connection of al-igtihiidu li, in the sense of "solicitude
for [Islam and the Muslims]", with the concept of ra'y "personal
opinion" (finite verb: ra'ii) has found in this passage a particularly
clear expression; and, on the other hand, that the phrases kullu
amrin f:1,u$ina bihi l-Isliimu wa'ahluhu and i'diidan liz-ziyiidati Ii
ta'zizi l-Isliimi wa'ahlihi are, in turn, paraphrases of 'alii l-igtihiidi
lil-Isliimi wa'ahlihi.

Furthermore, the idea expressed by the phrase 'alii l-igtihiidi lil­
Isliimi wa'ahlihi (an idea appearing mainly in close connection with
ra'-y "the reasoning or the personal opinion of-or: the decision
taken by-the Imam") is conveyed also by a certain other term.
We quote the following passage (Abu Yiisuf, Kit. al-ljariig, p. 39,
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9-14): ... jalirJiilika kiina l-Imiimu bil-!fiyiiri: in qasama kamii
qasama Rasulu-lliihi [ahasuna, ioa'i« taraka kamii iaraka Rasidu­
lliihi ($l<m) gayra ljaybara [ahasuna ... wakarJiilika l-Imiimu yamrji
<alii mii ra >ii min rJiilika ba'da an yalJtiita lil-Muslimina waddini.
Fagnan, in his translation of Kit. al-ljariig (Le livre de l'impot
foncier, Paris 1921, p. 103-104) translates this as follows: "L'Irnam
a donc le choix entre deux partis egalement approuvables: ... et
de meme I'Irnam peut agir a sa guise, moyennant les precautions
necessaires [pour la surete] des fideles et de la religion." The transla­
tion of the phrase ba'da an yalJtiita lil-Muslimina wad-dini by
"moyennant les precautions [pour la surete] des fideles et de la
religion" implies that the Imam should take certain practical
measures to assure the physical safety of the believers (and the
religion) at the time of his decision (whether to divide and distribute
or not to divide and distribute). For us, the ilJtiyiit "solicitude"
refers to the decision (whether to divide or not to divide) itself, and
not to the safety of the believers and the religion (at the time of
the division and distribution). The ilJtiyiit to be observed by the
Imam means, in our opinion, that his decision (whether to divide
or not to divide) should be dictated by his "solicitude" (ilJtiyiit)
for the interests (generally and for all future) of Islam and its people.
The expression ba'da an yal:ttiita lil-Muslimina wad-dini is for us
therefore identical with the phrase (see above) 'alii l-igtihiidi lil­
I sliimi wa>ahlihi. The verb yalJtiitu in the passage just quoted
corresponds to the noun Mtah (associated with it) in the following
passage referring to a different (but analogous) case (Tabari, I!ftiliij
al-fuqahd', ed. Schacht, p. 171, 8-9): innamii yata!fayyaru [i hiirJii
<alii r-ra'vi wad-dini wal-maw¢i<i min-a l-Isliimi ji ra>yihi wa<aqlihi
waba,'iarihi waMtatihi <alii d-dini. We regard Mtatuhu <alii d-dini as
equivalent with al-igtihiidu lid-dini (or lil-Isliimi, see above). More­
over, we feel that the idea expressed by both of these terms is
identical with that expressed by a phrase contained in the following
passage (ibid., p. 142, 19-P. 143, I): ... walii yanbagi lahu an
yaqtulahum illii <alii n-nazari lil-Muslimina min taqwiyati dini lliihi
watahwini 'aduwihi wagay?ihim. It is obvious, on the one hand,
that <alii n-nazari lil-Muslimina in this last passage corresponds to
<alii l-igtihiidi lil-Isliimi wa>ahlihi in the passage quoted above p. 190
(Tabarl, I!ftiliij al-fuqahd", p. 136, 14f£.); and we note, on the other
hand, that nazar , as used in this instance (in spite of its being
followed by li exactly as igtihiid), comes close to ra>y inits technical
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meaning. This correspondence between nazara (na?ar-) and ra'a
(ra'y-) is further illustrated by the phraseology used in the following
passage (ibid., p. 144, 9-II): wayanbagi lil-imdmi an yan?ura ayyu
rf,alika !Jayrun lil-Muslimina ; wa'in kana qatluhum !Jayran lil­
Muslimina wa'anka lil-'aduwi qatalahum, wa'in ra'ii an YU$ayyira­
hum jay'an jayaqsimahum bayna l-Muslimina wara'a rf,alika !Jayran
[a'ala, wa'in ra'a qatlahum [ald yaqtul minhum say!Jan kabira« ...
Moreover, this passage clearly sets forth the idea which we consider
implied in the phrase al-igtihadu (or: al-i/:ttiyatu, or: an-nazarus
lil-Muslimina tead-dini, that is: the idea, that the ra'y of the
Imam, his "reasoning", or "personal opinion"-which leads to
his decision in a given case-should be guided, primarily, by "his
solicitude for the Muslims and Islam", an idea which we thus con­
sider to be at the root of the term igtihiid in its technico-legal
application.'

1 We may also refer to certain passages where the concept igtihiid is
used in conjunction with the concept nasihah. (or nu~M "sincerity" or
"sincere advice", a concept which of course implies a person, or persons,
to whom the "sincere advice" or the "sincerity" is dedicated and
which suggests an analogous (unexpressed) complement to the concept
igtihiid (used in conjunction with it). We quote the following passage (Tabart,
II, p. 544, line 1-3; year 65 A.H.): [ahamida lldha Sulaymiinic bnu Surada
wa'alnii 'alayhi tumma qiila lahuma (ay: li-iAbdi-lliibi bni Yazida wali­
Ibriibima bni MuJ:zammadin): inni qad 'alimtu annakumii qad mahadtumi;
[i n-nasihati wagtahadtumii fi l-masicrati. The phrase qad mahcuiturnii [i
n-nasihati implies the concept of "sincerity towards a certain person (or
persons)", and the same concept may be considered to be implied in the
parallel phrase, igtahadtuma fi I-ma§urati, that is: "you have-with respect
to your advice-made every effort in my behalf (or: in behalf of Islam)".
We may compare this passage with a considerably later passage where
the complement: "in behalf of Islam (etc.)" is not just implied (as in the
above passage), but appears linguistically expressed. We quote (I.e., III,
p. III7, 4ff.; year 218 A.H.): wakataba I-Ma'munu ba'da rjalika ilii Lshiiqa
bni Ibriihima : Amma ba'iiu, fa'inna min haqoi lliihi 'alii lJulafii'ihi [i arq,ihi
wa'umanii'ihi 'alii 'ibiidihi lladina rtaq,iihum liriqiimati dinihi . . . wa'imq,ii'i
J:zukmihi wasunanihi wal-i'timami bi'adlihi fi bariyatibi an yughidu
lillahi anfusahum toayansahi; lahu [imii stahfasah.urn uiaqalladahum, In a
certain sense, this passage may be considered a variation of the above­
quoted passage, inasmuch as an yughidu... anfusahum is synonymous
with yagtahidu (infinitive: igtihiid) , and also because of the phrase (an) yan­
~aJ:zu . . . (parallel to nasihali in the above passage). However, the complement:
"in behalf of. .. ", which in the above passage we consider implied, appears
here expressed: lilliihi, that is: "so that they may exert themselves [with
respect to their ra'y] in behalf of God and be sincere to him with respect
to the duty with which he has entrusted them." We finally remark that
the phrase wagtahadtumii fi l-masicrati in our first quotation would not be
very different in its meaning if igtahada would appear here with its charac-
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The expression yagtahidu lil-Muslimina "he exerts himself in
behalf of the Muslims" thus basically implies the idea that "his
effort in behalf of the Muslims (or the religion)" finds realization in his
"reasoning", that is: in the use of his ra'y (a mental activity which
may of course be denoted also by the finite verb ra'ii as well as by
nazara and nazar, respectively). Accordingly, both igtihiid and ra'»
refer to the same (mental) activity and are quasi-identical. We
assume that this association of igtihiid with ra'y led to the formation
of a composite expression: igtahada ra'yahu (and igtihiid ar-ra'y) ,
in which ra'y acts as a "pseudo-object" (or as a "pseudo-genitivus
obj ectivus", respectively).

We return to the passages from which we started. These are (see
above p. 189) the oath which <Ali b. Abi Talib asked 'Abdarrahrnan b.
'Awf to swear: ... an yagtahida lil-ummati, and 'Abdarrahman's
statement (after having chosen 'Urman b. <Affan as caliph in the
place of 'Urnar}: waUiihi laqad-i gtahadtu lil-Muslimina. We now
observe that the idea implied in this type of expression according
to our interpretation of it (see above p. 192) is to be considered also
implied in the type of expression occurring in the statement which
Abu Bakr is alleged to have made after he appointed 'Umar b.
al-Hattab as his successor in the caliphate (Tabari, I, 2138, 16ff.):
... da'ii Abu Bakrin 'Utmiina lyiiliyan [aqiila lahu ktub: Bismi Uiihi
r-ralJmiini r-rahimi, hiiq,ii mii 'ahida Abu Bakri bnu AM QulJiifata
ilii l-Muslimina: ... (p. 2138, 19f.) ammii ba'du fa'inn: stahlaftu.
<alaykum 'Umara bna l-IjaHiibi walam iilukum lyayran "Then Abu
Bakr called 'Utman to the side and said to him: Write: 'In the
name of God the Merciful, the Compassionate! This is what Abu
Bakr b. Abi QUl).afah enjoins on the Muslims: The matter is the
following: I have appointed 'Umar b. al-Hattab over you as your
caliph, and I spared no effort to do good to you (= to promote your
interests)'." There are variants of this tradition in which the ex­
pression toalam. iilukum lyayran appears in a slightly different form,
e.g. (ibid. 2138, 13) inni lam iilukum nu~lJan "I spared no effort to
be sincere to you (or: to give you sincere advice)" (see also Ibn Sa 'd,
Tabaqiit, III, I; 142, 10). Of considerable interest is the following
variation (Tabari, I, 2138, 8): fa'inni waUiihi mii alawtu min gahdi
r-ra'yi (var: gahdira'yi). Although it is evident that this reading

eristic complement, ra'y (i.e., wagtahadtumafi r-ra'yi). For masurah "advice" is
necessarily based on ra 'y "reasoning", and ra 'y itself is not infrequently
used in the sense of masurah "advice".
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is secondary in comparison to lam iilukum 1Jayran (or: nU$!z,an) , it
clearly shows that this latter phrase, which literally does not mean
anything but "I spared no effort in behalf of your interests", was
in early times understood as referring to the intellectual effort
(i.e., ra'y) in behalf of the community. If, however, Abu Bakr's
statement inni lam iilukum 1Jayran is to be considered as referring
to his use of ra'y (in connection with his appointing 'Umar as caliph),
then the same is to be assumed with respect to 'Abdarrahman b.
'Awf's statement (after he chose 'Utman as caliph): laqad-i gtahadtu
lil-Muslimina. It should also be noted that 'Abdarrahman b. 'Awf,
who is reported to have pledged (in connection with the proceedings
that led to 'Utrnan's appointment): an yagtahida lil-ummati (see
above p. 189), uses in a variant of this tradition (Ibn Sa 'd, Tabaqiit,
III, 1; p. 245, 20) the type of expression used at an earlier time
by Abu Bakr (with respect to 'Umar's appointment; see above):
.. . lakumii lliihu 'alayya allii iiluwakum Can ajc!alikum wa1Jayrikum
lil-Muslimina (d. also the variant ibid., line 22). There is thus no
real difference between the expression laqad-i gtahadtu lil-Muslimina
and the expression lam iilukum (or: lam iilu l-Muslimina) 1Jayran.
And it is indeed remarkable that 'Abdarrahman b. 'Awt's attitude
with respect to this specific matter (whether it may have been
expressed by the phrase laqad-i gtahadtu lil-Muslimina or by a phrase
like lam iilu l-Muslimina 1Jayran) agrees with Abu Bakr's attitude
in an earlier period.

J. Igma(
Sufficient proof for the early use of ra'y, that is "(personal)

reasoning", seems to us also to be implied in the concept of igmii(
"consensus". For igmii<, the "consensus of the community", refers
to the personal opinion of the individuals of whom the community
consists, or to the opinion of a restricted number of individuals
within the community as a whole. It is in agreement with this
clear fact that, instead of the phrases agmaCii 'ald, or: igtama(ii
(alii, we find also expressions like agmaCa, or: igtama(a, ra'yuhum
'ald, etc. Cf., e.g., Tabari, I, 3074, 1: jaba(af:ii ilii Sa'di bni AM
Waqqii$in waqiilii: innaka min ahli s-siirii jara'yunii [ika mug.
iami'un. jaqdam nubiiyi(ka. Also ibid., II, 235, 13: ... qad agma(a
ra'yu mala'ikum ... (alii . . .

The principle of igmii<, "consensus", a principle which eo ipso
implies the principle of ra'y, "personal reasoning", is of course not
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only present in instances where the term igmii' or the finite verbs
associated with it are used, but it is also expressed-and precisely
in early times-by various other terms. The phrase 'an mala'in
min-a n-ndsi (or: min-a l-Muslimina) , e.g., must be taken in the
sense of "on the basis of the consensus of the community", and
thus be equated with the term igmii'. We quote the following
sentence from a tradition concerning a case dealt with and settled by
'Ulman b. 'Affan (Tabari, I, 2841, 17-2842, 2): walihiirjii l-ly,adati
(in textu: ly,iiditi) hino: kaiura uly,ditat-i l-qasiimatu wa'u!Jirja biqawli
waliyi l-maqtidi liyuftama n-niisu 'an-i l-qatli (an mala/in. min-a
n-niisi yawma'irjin. E. Graf, Oriens, 16 (1963), p. 124 (in his
detailed discussion of the tradition in question) translates this
passage as follows: "Fur dieses Unwesen, als es haufig wurde,
wurde die qasiima neu eingerichtet (d.h. von 'Ulman). Man hielt
sich an die Behauptung des Blutrachers, damit den Leuten damals
das gemeinschaftlich geplante Morden abgewohnt wurde." Although
the qasdmak is certainly an early, pre-Islamic usage, the afore­
quoted passage itself describes the establishment of the usage in
'Ulman's time as the ordinary establishment of a normative
practice, a sunnah, and not as a re-establishment of an earlier
usage, as Graf's translation: " ... wurde die qasama neu ein­
gerichtet" implies. The verb ahdaia is a characteristic term for
"instituting, establishing" a practice (see, e.g., the passage Tabari I,
3029, 3, quoted above p. 162). Moreover, it is to be noted that the
phrase 'an mala'in min-a n-niisi does not refer to the words 'an-i
l-qatli directly preceding it-so that the meaning would be: "in
order that the people might be weaned away from committing acts
of murder jointly planned by them" (as Graf interprets)-but the
phrase 'an mala'in min-a n-niisi refers to the statement as a whole
(or to the main verbs in it: ... ul:tditat ... wa'u!firja ., .). Accord­
ingly, we have to interpret the passage as follows: "And for this
kind of happening, when it became rampant, the qasiimah was
instituted, and the testimony of the avenger of the blood of the
killed person was accepted, in order that the people might be
weaned away from committing acts of murder-on the basis of the
consensus (or: the joint resolution) of the people [the qasiimah was
instituted] at that time."

I t seems important to note that the case referred to in the afore­
quoted passage is in complete agreement with another case which
'Ulman likewise had to deal with (Tabari, I, 3028, 3-8, in continua-
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tion of 3027, I8H.): wakataba ilayya s-Sariyu (an Su(aybin (an
Sayfin (an Sahli bni Yusufa (an-i l-Qasimi bni M ichammadi» (an
abihi toazdda: Wal}adata bayna n-ndsi n-naswu-qala-fa'arsala
(Utmanu ta'ifan yatufu "alavhim. bil-(a:ja[amana'ahum. min q,alika
iumma stadda q,alika fa'afsa l-hududa [anubbi'« (in textu: fanabba'a)
q,alika 'Utmanu wasakahu ila n-niisi fagtama(u (ala an yugladu Ii
n-nabiq,i fa'u!J#a nafarun minhum fagulidu " ... and drunkenness
(in other words: the drinking of wine) spread among the people;
and 'Utman sent someone to walk around among them with a stick;
and he (that is: 'Utman) tried to keep them away from that.
Thereafter this transgression became rampant, and [consequentlyJ
the l}add-punishment came widely in use. 'Utrnan was informed
hereof, and he complained about it to the people, and they (i.e.,
the people) came jointly to the resolution (or: agreed between one
another) that they (i.e., the transgressors) should be flogged [even]
for [the drinking of] nabiq,. And a number of them were seized and
flogged."

D. S. Margoliouth, in his book Early Development of Moham­
medanism, p. 82, refers to this tradition-as well as to the afore­
quoted tradition (Tabari, I, 2842; see above p. I95)-within the
context of a more general problem: "Occasionally it is in our power
to show that the traditions which form the basis of the codes are
legal fictions. The historian Tabari tells us the practice of obtaining
redress for murders by unknown persons by administering oaths
wholesale was an innovation of the year 30-a score of years after
the Prophet's death [Tabari, I, 2842J; the jurist Shafi (i bases it
on an anecdote of the Prophet's procedure, which indeed is on
other grounds clearly apocryphal [Shafi(i, Umm, VI, 78]. The
practice of administering stripes for wine-drinking is said by the
historian to have been introduced by general consent in the time
of the third caliph ... ". In view of Margoliouth's dismissing of these
traditions as "legal fictions" it should be noted that it is, of course,
not the drinking of wine, but the drinking of nabiq, that 'Utman
is reported to have punished by flogging on the basis of the "general
consent" of the people. Moreover, it should be emphasized that the
first-mentioned procedure, concerning the qasiimak (in Margoliouth's
term: "administering oaths wholesale"), is likewise reported as
having been "introduced by general consent in the time of the third
Caliph" (see above p. 195). This common feature of the two tradi­
tions represents an important argument for their authenticity.
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Indeed, the two above-quoted passages dealing with 'Utrnarr's
practice emphasize the role which igmii! ("consensus") may play in
the creation of a sunnah. The cases reported in these passages show
that a new norm (sunnah) introduced into practice by the holder
of the executive power, the caliph, may be based on the deliberation
and resolution of the people. What is more, the second passage shows
that the caliph himself turns to "the people" and asks for their
joint resolution (their consensus, igmii'), with the intent to take it
as his guide-line in dealing with a specific case. However, also this
type of sunnah (practice, procedure, norm), based on the general
consensus of the people, is decidedly different from the anonymous
practice of the community (d. above p. 151), insofar as also in
instances of this type the sunnah is intentionally decreed by the
decision of a group of identifiable persons. With respect to the fact
that the two above-quoted passages deal with the role of igmii' in
the creation of a sunnah, we should not overlook an additional
point which is clarified by these passages: The two passages make
it clear that originally, in early times, the body that creates, or
adopts, a practice by "consensus" (igmii') is "the people", that is:
the community (in the characteristic early cases, including the
present ones, the people of Medina), and not "the scholars" (as
seems to be widely assumed, see, e.g., Schacht, Introduction to
Islamic law, p. 61 and passim).

In view of the fact that in both above-quoted passages it is
'Utman who bases his practice on the consensus (igmii') of the
people, its seems noteworthy that this agrees with 'Utman's attitude
as emerging from a passage of what is reported to have been his
inaugural !Jutbah (Tabari, I, 3058, 14f£.): ... !Jataba 'Utmiinu
n-ndsa ba'da mii bicyi'o [aqiila: ammii ba'du [a'inn; qad J:tummiltu
waqad qabiltu, alii wa'inni muttabi'un walastu bimubiadi'in, ala
ioa'inna lakum 'alayya ba'da kitiibi llahi 'azza wagalla wasunnati
nabiyihi ($l'm) laliitan: ittibii'a man kiina qabli jima gtama'tum
'alayhi wasanantum, wasanna sunnati ahli l-hayri fima lam tasunnu
'an mala'in, wal-kajja 'ankum illa finui stawgabtum ... (the word
sunnat(i) after wasanna is an addition of the editor) " ... I have
been loaded [with a burdenJ and have accepted [it]. Indeed, I am
following [my predecessorsJ and am not innovating. And indeed,
lowe you-apart from [the strict adherence toJ the Book of God
and the sunnah of His prophet-[the followingJ three [things]:
(I) to follow those who were before me with respect to matters
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which you have jointly agreed upon by 'consensus' and have
'decreed' (lima gtama(tum 'aiayhi. wasanantum) , and (2) [to follow]
the practice of righteous individuals (ahlu l-!Jayri) with respect to
matters which you have not 'decreed' on the basis of 'consensus'
(fima lam tasunnu (an mala'in) , and (3) to leave you alone except
with respect to matters on account of which you have incurred
censure (or punishment) ... ".

'Utman's description in this passage as being resolved to accept
"the sunnah created by the consensus of the people" (ma gtama(tum
(alayhi wasanantum) is in complete agreement with his attitude in
the two passages from which we started (see above p. I95 and
p. I96). As to the further possible basis for the caliph's (or judge's)
decision mentioned in our last passage, that is: "the practice of
righteous individuals" (in cases for which there is no sunnah at his
disposal), this basis for a decision is indeed also mentioned (in
different contexts) in the Hadit-literature. We refer to an-NasaT,
Sunan (Adab al-qudiit, bab II; vol. 8, p. 230): ... [a'in ga'a amrun
laysa fi kitabi llahi wala qarJa biM nabiyuhu falyaqdi binui qarJa biM
$-$ali/:tuna[a'in. ga'a ... wala qarJa biM $-$ali/:tuna falyagtahid biM
ra'yahu "and when a matter occurs which is not mentioned in the
Book of God and concerning which His prophet has given no
decision, then he (i.e., the judge) shall decide according to the
decision of righteous individuals (a$-$ali/:tun); and when a matter
occurs concerning which righteous people have given no decision,
in this case he should have recourse to his personal reasoning."

The concept of igma( (finite verb: agma(a), i.e., "the consensus"
or "the joint resolution" of the tribal assembly (or: the people), is
(like the concept of sunnah, see above p. I60 ff.) of course to be
traced back to the pre-Islamic era. We refer here only to the
following early passage, in which the term agma(a clearly
refers to the formal consensus of the tribal assembly (As(ar al­
Huq,aliyin, ed. Kosegarten, no. II3, 2; p. 247): gadata tanddas»
fumma qamu wa'agma(u biqatliya sulka laysa fiM (var.: fihi)
tanazu(u "[it was] on the morning when they consulted among each
other, and [finally] rose and, by general consensus, not marred by
any disagreement, decided to kill me".



CHAPTER FOUR

THE ANCIENT ARAB BACKGROUND OF THE QUR' ANIC

CONCEPT AL-GIZYATU cAN YADIN*

In our note in Arabica, vol. X (1963), p. 94-5, we interpreted the
Qur'anic verse (Siirah 9, 29) qiitilu lladina lii yu'minuna bi-lliihi ...
min-a lladina utu l-kitiiba 7}attii yu C[u l-gizyata can yadin wa-hum
$iigiruna as follows: "Combat those non-believers who are possessors
of a 'book' (i.e., Christians and Jews) until they give the reward due
for a benefaction (since their lives are spared), while they are
ignominious (namely, for not having fought unto death)". One
might be inclined to question why this commandment had not been
expressed in a simpler, more explicit manner (without any circum­
locution); for instance, as: "Fight the non-believers until they
(surrender and) pay tribute". Our reply is that the formulation of
the commandment in the form in which it exists implies, simultane­
ously, the legal justification for the payment of the tribute on the
part of the vanquished, former enemy and the fact that this
justification-and we would like to underscore this point in partic­
ular-corresponds to a genuine Arab philosophy of law. According
to an ancient Arab concept (quite understandable with archaic,
primitive social conditions), the victor in a fight who spares the
life of an enemy taken prisoner does actually do the latter a good
deed. This "good deed"-and this is highly noteworthy-involves
however (and this applies according to the ancient Arab concept
to any good deed), simultaneoulsy, a legal claim to a "reward"
(a reward which-as in the case of any good deed-the "benefactor"
could obviously waive of his own free will).

In the reports on Arab intertribal wars (Ayyiim alr-cArab "The
Days of the Arabs") and related accounts of actual events, we can
find a number of references substantiating the above-defined
application of the concept "reward for a benefaction".

Agiini, vol. X, p. 41, 27ff. (= Naqii'irj Garir wa l-Farazdaq, ed.
Bevan, p.667, 16 ff.), in the report regarding the Day of Sicb
Gabalah (in or about A.D. 570), it is said: ... wa-sadda 'Aiof« bnu

* Previously published in Arabica, vol. 13 (1966), p. 307-314; vol. 14
(1967), p. 90-91, 326-3 27.
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l-Ahsoasi 'ala Mu'awiyata bni l-Gawni fa-'asarahii wa-gazza na$t­
yatahii wa-'a'taqahii 'ala l-iatsiibi "... and 'Awf b. al-Ahwas
attacked Mu 'awiyah b. al-Gawn and took him prisoner and cut
off his forelock and set him free on the condition of reward".
Moreover, we read in another episode from the same Day (Agani,
vol. X, p. 4 = Naqa'irj, p.671, 12 ff.): ... [a-lahiqa Qaysu bnu
l-Muntafiqi 'Amra bna 'Amrin fa-'asarahii [a-taqbala l-Ifaritu bnu
l-Abrasi fi sara'iini l-lJayli fa-ra'ahu 'Amrun muqbilan [a-qiila li­
Qaysin: in adrakani l-Haritu qatalani wa-fataka ma taltamisu 'indi,
fa-hal anta multsinun ilayya wa-'ila nafsika taguzzu na$iyati fa­
tag'aluhii [i kinanatika wa-laka l-'ahdu la-'ajiyanna laka ; [a-fa/ala
... [a-lahiqa 'A mrun bi-qawmihi, [a-lammd kana fi l-sahri l-hariimi
lJaraga Qaysun ila 'Amrin yastatibuhii wa-tabi'ahii l-Ifaritu bnu
l-Abrasi ltatta qadimii 'ala 'Amri bni 'Amrin ... tumma inna 'Amran
qdla: ya Ifari ma llarJi ga' a bi-ka fa-wallahi ma ta-ka 'indi min yadin,
iumma tadammama minhu fa-'a'tahu mi'atan min-a l-ibili ... " ...
and Qays b. al-Muntafiq joined 'Amr b. 'Amr, and this latter took
him prisoner; then al-Harit b. al-Abras arrived among the vanguard
of the horsemen, and 'Amr saw him approaching and said to Qays:
'If al-Hari] gets to me he will kill me and you will fail to obtain what
you expect to get from me; would you like to do me and yourself a
favor? Cut off my forelock and put it into your quiver, and I swear
to you: I shall recompense you' ; and he did it ... and 'Amr reached
his people. And in the holy month Qays went out to 'Amr to demand
his reward (tawab) from him; and al-Harit b. al-Abras followed him
until both of them reached 'Amr b. 'Amr ... ; thereupon 'Amr said
[to al-Harit]: '0 Harit l, wat brings you to me?, for, by God!, I am
under no obligation to you (literally: you have no 'benefaction'
-yad, as in the Qur'anic passage- to your credit with me) ; indeed
you had bad intentions with respect to me, you killed my brother
and had the intention to kill me'; and he (that is: al-Harit) said:
'Nay, I refrained from you; and if I had wanted-since I reached
you-i-I could have killed you'; and he (i.e., 'Amr) said: 'I am under
no obligation to you'; whereupon he (i.e., 'Amr) sought to avoid
any blame on his (i.e., al-Harir's) part, and gave him hunderd
camels ... ".

I t is to be noted that in both instances described in these two
quotations the ransom money (jida') was not paid prior to the release
of the prisoner, but later on only-voluntarily as it were-was
granted by the released, former prisoner to his former enemy. Thus,
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in other words, the tawab, the reward, did not represent (in a good
many cases) ransom money in its more accepted meaning, but rather
a "reward" in its true sense, i.e., a compensation resulting from a
sense of gratitude so to speak for a good deed, a kind of gift; whereby
the payment of this reward is considered however to be a self­
evident 0 bligation. 1

To what extent the concept of law of the Ancient Arabs considers
it self-evident that the prisoner taken captive in a fight reward his
captor who spared his life and released him (instead of killing him
as he could actually have done) is shown by the following account.
The poet al-Hutay'ah whose poverty prevented him from
rewarding by means of a gift (or "reward") in material form the
hero Zayd b. al-Muhalhil al-Ta>i, known as Zayd al-Hayl, who had
released him, was allowed to fulfill his obligation to give thanks by
praising Zayd al-Hayl in poems; and this was explicitly recognized
by the generous captor as having fulfilled the obligation to make
a reward. We quote AgiinE, vol. XVI, p. 56: ... fa->acfiihu Ka'bion.

farasahii l-kumayta, wa-saka l-Hutayrat« l-l}agata fa-manna 'alayhi,
[a-qdla Z aydun: aqiilu li- 'obd; Garwalin if!, asartuhii aiibn; wa-lii
yagrurka annaka saciru ... " " ... and Ka 'b [b. ZuhayrJ gave his
red horse to Zayd (as a price of ransom); al-Hutayah, however,
pleaded indigence, and Zayd granted him his life and freedom
without a price, and Zayd said (in a line of poetry): 'I say to my
slave Garwal (i.e., al-Hutay 'ahj-c-since I took him prisoner-:
Reward me! your being a poet should not mislead you ... '." After
some more lines by Zayd, there follow poems of praise in honor of
Zayd by al-Hutay'ah ; whereupon the report says: fa-radiya 'unha:
Zaydun wa-manna 'alayhi lima qala hagii jthi ioa-vadda dalika
tawiiban min-a l-lfufay>ati wa-qabilahii ... "and Zayd was pleased
with him (i.e., with al-Hutayah) and granted him his life and
freedom, because of what he had spoken about him (in his poems),
and he reckoned that as a reward (tawiib) on the part of al-Hutay-ah
and accepted it".2 We quote also al-Hutayah's line (DEwan, ed.

1 The same conclusion may be drawn from another episode from the
report on the Day of Sicb Gabalah to which we only refer without quoting
it in extenso; see Naqa'iq, p. 675, line 2-3, 5-7, 14-17, p. 676, line 1; d.
also p. 675, line 10. A further interesting instance of this type-connected
with the Day of Zubalah and involving the famous Bistarn b. Qays-is
related in Nnqarid, p. 681, see especially lines 5-8.

2 Cf. also ibid., p. 57, the words ascribed to al-Hutayah : .. .fa-qed
haqana darni iua-ratlaqan; bi-gayri fida>in [a-iastu bi-kafirin nismatahs:
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Goldziher, no. 52, r : ZDMG 47, p. 6r) illa yakun malun yutabu fa­
'innahu saya'ti tana'i Zaydan-i bna Muhalhili "since there is no
property to be given in return [for the favor], my praise will come
to Zayd b. al-Muhalhil".!

Also the following line of poetry (quoted in the scholion to al­
M ujarjrJaliyyat, ed. Lyall, nO 96, 20; p. 642, 20) shows in a very
emphatic way how self-understood it was that a benefaction-here
called yad as in our Qur'anic passage-should be rewarded: 2

abadan " ... and he (i.e., Zayd) spared my blood and released me without
ransom money, and I shall never forget his good deed". This identification
of haq» al-dimii? "preventing (or: causing to cease) bloodshed (as a conse­
quence of war or revenge)" as ni'mat- "favor, benefaction" is frequently
found; d. also, e.g., the line of al-Farazdaq in Naqfi'irj, p. 740, 7: haqanou:
dimii'a l-Muslimina fa-iasbahat larui ni'matun yulnii bihii fi l-mawiisimi
"we took care that the shedding of the blood of the Muslims was stopped,
and we were credited with this as a benefaction which was praised at the
fairs (taking place at the festival seasons)". This haqn. al-dimii'-in these
passages designated as ni'mat- (= yad) "favor, good deed", which neces­
sitates some reward-was of course the main problem for those non-Muslims
who did not adopt Islam but did at the same time (in most cases) not fight
unto death (therefore being ~iigirun "ignominious"). C£., e.g., the following
passage referring to the capitulation of the Jews of Haybar and Fadak,
Ibn Hisarn, Sirah, p. 764, 5; moreover line 8, which we quote here: .. .fa­
lammii sami'a bi-him ahlu Fadaka qad ~ana'u mii sana'i; ba'ajU us Rasiili­
iliihi ~l'm yas'alunahu an yusayyirahum wa-'an yafi,qina dimii'ahum wa­
yulJallu lahu l-amwiila . . . " ... and when the people of Fadak heard of them
(i.e., of the people of Haybar), what they had done, they (i.e., the people
of Fadak) sent to the Messenger of God asking to deport them and to spare
their blood, and they would leave to him (as a reward) their possessions ... "
(d. also al-BaHigurI, Ansfib al-asrd], vol. I, ed. M. Hamidullah, Cairo 1959,
p. 35 2 , 5)·

1 In Agiini, vol. XVI, p. 56, we find instead of miilun YUliibu the following
reading: miili bi-'iitin ("my property is not coming"), which we may consider
as a secondary-more readily understood-reading (quasi a leetio faeilior).

2 How self-understood indeed it was that the 'benefaction' (ni'mat- or
yad) effected by freeing a prisoner be rewarded by the latter, we recognize
also from the fact that the word for "benefaction" or "doing a benefaction"
in this context has almost acquired itself the meaning of "reward" or of
"acquiring reward", respectively. This semantic development already
perceptible in our above quotations becomes clearly apparent from the
following quotation (Naqii'irj, p. 1063, 10-II): [a-so/ala Laqitun. 'Amiran
an yutliqa lahi; alJiihu fa-qdla Laqitwn ammii nismati fa-qad uiahabtuhii laka
wa-liikin arrji alJi wa-fi,alifi llarjayni starakii fihi fa-ga'ala Laqitun li-kulli
wiiltidin mi'atan min-a l-ibili [a-radiva . .. "and Laqtt asked 'Amir that
he free for him his brother, and Laqit said: 'As to my "benefaction", I
give it to you (that is: I waive it), but you should satisfy my brother and my
confederate who participated in the matter ... ". It should be noted that
in the parallel tradition of Agiini, ni'mati "my benefaction" is replaced
by fi,i$$ati "my share", which of course, seems to be far more in agreement
with wahabtuha laka than ni'mati, but is certainly a secondary reading.
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ra'aytukumu la tastaiibiina ni(matan wa-gayrukumu min q,i yadin
yastatibuha "I saw you never asking reward for a favor, while others
than you ask reward from the one to whom a benefaction has been
granted", with the remark of the scholiast (ibid., line 12): haq,a
yaq,ummu, yaqidu : laysa lakum yadun targuna (alayha l-iamaba
"This [line] expresses blame, he says: 'you have no benefaction to
your credit, for which you may hope hor reward' ". In this last­
quoted poetical passage, no specific kind of benefaction is mentioned.
But it is quite certain that the intention is directed to the benefac­
tion par excellence, that is: the sparing of the life of a prisoner, as
this is expressly stated in the line (al-Mufa¢¢aliyyat, nO 96, 7;
p. 642, 12) to which the above line is quoted (in the scholion) as a
parallel: ra'atni ka-'uflJu$i l-qatati q,u'abati wa-ma massahd min
mun'imi« yastatibuha "She (my she-camel) saw me with my
temples bald and smooth as the place where the sand-grouse lays:
but their baldness is not due to a captor who-having cut off my
forelock-did me a favor for which he could ask reward" (but my
baldness is due to the friction of the helmet}."

1 We quote the following sentences from the commentary to this line,
which explain the phrase frequently used in contexts of this kind (see some
of the above-quoted passages), gazza nii;;iyatahu ("he cut off his forelock") : ..
[a-yaqiiiu. lam yakun rjahiibu sa'ri li-'anni usirtu fa-guzzat niisiyati 'alii
talabi l-tamdbi ; wa-karjiilika kiinu yaf'alUna: irjii asara ahaduh.um. ragulan
sarifan gazza rarsabi; aw fiirisan gazza nii;;iyatahu 'alii talabi l-lawiibi tua­
'a!Jarja min hinanatihi sahman li-yaf!Jara bi-rjiilika " ... and he says: The
disappearance of my hair was not for the reason that I have been taken
prisoner and that my forelock was cut off to enable [the captor] to ask
for a reward; one used to do like that: if someone captured a nobleman, he
sheared his head; or [if he captured] a horseman, he cut off his forelock and
took an arrow from his quiver in order to boast with that" (there follows
a line by al-Hutayah as an illustration of the last-mentioned detail).­
Moreover, we quote the following passage concerning an episode from the
year II A.H. (Tabari, Annales, I, 2007, r o ff.}: [a-qdlii l-mawtu !Jayrun
mimmii antum fihi guzzu nawii;;iyakum lzattii ka-'annakum qawmun qad
wahabtum li-lliihi anfusakum fa-'an'ama 'alaykum fa-bu'tum bi-ni'amihi
(variant: bi-ni'mati lliihi) lasallahii an yan;;urakum 'alii hii'ulii'i l-zalamati
fa-gazzu nawii;;iyahum iua-ta'nqada wa-tawiilaqu an la yafirra ba'tiuhurn
'an ba'tiin. "and they (i.e, the Kindites in the wars of the Riddah, the defection
from Islam) said: 'Death is better than your condition. Cut off your
forelocks so that you appear like people who have dedicated themselves
to God-so He will bestow His grace on you (i.e., will grant you victory
and life) and you will acknowledge His favor (or: you will win His favor?);
maybe He will grant you victory over these evildoers.' And they cut off
their forelocks and obligated themselves mutually not to flee from one
another." In this passage the act of the shearing of one's forelock as a symbol
of recognition that one's life has been preserved by someone appears very
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Whereas in the (non-Islamic) examples mentioned by us above the
good deed consists in the pardon granted by an individual according
to his discretion to an individual who has been vanquished and
taken captive by him, in the Qur'iin verse discussed by us the good
deed, and hence also the "reward" (gizyah = gazii' = tawiib)
necessarily following it according to ancient Arab common law have
become a practice normally occurring and that must be performed:
the life of all prisoners of war belonging to a certain privileged
category of non-believers must, as a rule, be spared. All must be
subject to pardon-provided they grant the "reward" (gizyah) to
be expected for an act of pardon (sparing of life).

Early Islamic tradition expressly states that the gizyah (which
literally certainly means "reward") is to be paid for the sparing of
the lives of the vanquished enemies (J.taqn al-dimii', d. above p. 201,
n. 2). We refer to Tabari, Annales, I, 2017, 3 ff. (year 12 A.H.): fa­
qabila min-hum ljiilidun-i l-gizyata wa-kataba la-hum kitiiban [i-hi :
Bi-smi lliihi l-raJ.tmiini l-rahimi, Min ljiilidi bni l-Walidi li-bni
$alUbii l-Sawiidiyi iea-mameiluhic bi-siiWi l-Furiiii : Innaka iiminun
bi-'amiini lliihi-ig, haqana damahi; bi-'i(tii'i l-gizyati-wa-qad a'ta/yta
(an nafsika ma-ran. ahli 1Jargika wa-gaziratika wa-man kiina fi qar­
yatayka Biiniqyii wa-Biirusmii alfa dirhamin fa-qabiltuhii minka ...
"and Halid accepted the gizyah from them and wrote for them a
document concerning this: 'In the name of God, the Merciful, the
Compassionate. From Halid b. al-Walid to Ibn Saliiba, the man of
the Sawad, whose residence is on the shore of the Euphrates: You
are safe under the protection of God'-since he (i.e., Ibn Saliiba)
prevented the shedding of his blood (saved his life) by giving the
gizyah-'since you have given for yourself and for your people .. ,
thousand drachmas, and I have accepted them from you ... ' ".

The following passage [Tabari, Annales, I, 2631, 7ff.; year 21
A.H.), in which a vanquished enemy offers, in addition to the
payment of the gizyah, a reward for the sparing of his life to the man
who captured him, may be compared with the phrase ig, haqana
damahii. bi-'i(tii'i l-gizyati in the passage quoted above as well as
with the Qur'anic phrase al-gizyatu (an yadin "the reward for
a benefaction": ... [a-tasarahi; wa-'a1Jag,a silaJ.tahu... fa-qdla

clearly. The passage is moreover interesting through the fact that it is
here God-not a human being-to whom one dedicates oneself by means
of the act of shearing one's forelocks as a symbol of indebtedness for one's
life having been spared.
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dhabii bi ilii amirikum J:tattii u$iiliJ:tahii 'alii hiidihi l-ardi wa->u>addiya
ilayhi l-gizyata wa-salni anta 'an isiirika mii si>ta wa-qad mananta
'alayya id lam taqtulni . . . " ... and he took him prisoner and took
his armour ... and he (i.e., the prisoner) said: 'Go with me to your
commander so that I make peace with him by (making him owner
of) this land and may (permanently) pay him the gizyah; and also
you, demand of me whatever you want for your taking[meJ prisoner:
for you have been gracious to me, since you did not kill me' ... ".

Finally, we note that there are certain hints in ancient Arabic
literature that the foreigner under protection of Islam-that is, the
Christian or Jew or member of any other privileged group-was
marked by the missing forelock which had been cut off; that means,
that he was distinguished by that mark which in early Arab times
goes with the obligation of the prisoner of war to pay "reward" for
having been freed and not having been killed. We refer to the line
of Garir (N aqii>irj Garir wa-l-Farazdaq, ed. Bevan, no. So, 43; p. 342,
line 3): ioa-tabitu tasrab« 'inda kulli muqassasin !Jarjili l-andmili
wakifi l-mi'$iiri "And you [0 FarazdaqJ are wont to spend your nights
drinking at [the tavern of] everyone whose forelock has been cut
off, whose finger-tips are moist, and whose wine-press is dripping".
The scholion (ibid., p. 342, line S) remarks on muqa$$a$ explicitly:
ay: dimmiyun qad oussa: nii$iyatuhii "muqassas: i.e., [the] dimmi
(protected foreigner, Jew or Christian) whose forelock has been cut
off". Indeed, the reference to the producers and sellers of wine can
at this period only relate to the ahl al-dimmah. in the accepted Islamic
sense, i.e., Jews, Christians, etc.

We also should not overlook the interpretation of the Qur>anic
passage under discussion (see above p. 199) which M. J. Kister
has propounded in Arabica, vol. XI (1964), p. 272-8. He translates
the verse (p. 278): " ... fight them ... until they pay the gizya
out of ability and sufficient means, they (nevertheless) being in­
ferior". He assumes that yad, or 'an yadin, means "wealth", or:
"sufficient resources for spending", or: "on the expenses, means,
or resources (of someone)", respectively, basing this interpretation
of the concept on numerous literary, lexicographical and exegetical
sources, which are only in part available to us. For the sake of clarity
we quote some of Kister's statements in extenso (p. 276f.): "The
expression 'an zahri yadin is interpreted by al-Zamahsari in al­
F ii>iq [III, 228, ed. Cairo 1945-48J : it is explained as 'an zahri in'iimin
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mubtadi'an min gayri mukaja'atin 'ala ${mi'in. The phrase: A'ta
l-gazila 'an zahri yadin would be rendered thus: he gave plenty, giving
it gratuitously i.e. without any favour being granted to him... ,
Two other expressions are recorded by al-Zamahsari in Asas and by
Ibn Manziir in L. 'A.: Fulanun ya'kulu 'an ?ahri yadi julanin iljii
kana huwa yunjiqu 'alayhi and ai-fuqard'w ya'kuluna 'an zahri aydi
l-ndsi, It is evident that the phrase denotes to live on the expenses,
means or resources of somebody".

We quote here the entire passage from al-Zarnahsari's Fa'iq (III,
228) from which Kister starts in his discussion of the concept 'an
yadin: TalJ:tatu (r¢'h)-qala Qabisatu: ma ra'aytu ahadan aCta l-gazila
'an zahri yadin min T'alhata bni 'Ubaydi-lliiki. Al-yadu: al-ni'matu;
ay: 'an zahri in'iimin mubtadi'an min gayri an yakuna mukaja'atan
'ala sani/i». This must be interpreted as follows: "Talhah b. 'Ubayd
Allah: Qabisah said: I have never seen anyone who distinguished
himself more in squandering bountiful gifts, out of [pure] charity
('an yadin, see below), than Talhah b. 'Ubayd AWih. Al-yad: 'the
benefaction', i.e., [<an yadin means:], out of (pure) charity, spon­
taneously, not as a reward for a favour (received from the other
person)". Similarly, the quotation from Zamahsari's Asas and from
Lisiin. al-i Arab is to be interpreted: "A eats (or: lives) on the charity
of B, when he (i.e., B) pays his (i.e., A's) living expenses; and: The
poor eat (or: live) on the charity of the people".

Moreover, Kister (p. 276, at the bottom) refers to al-Sarif al­
Radi's explanation of a'taytu fulanan kag,a <an zahri yadin by <an­
imtina<in wa-quwatin: lam u <tiki <an bijatin wa-g,illatin, using also
this definition of the expression as proof for his contention that yad
in 'an (?ahri) yadin means "means or resources (of somebody)". We
understand also here <an zahri yadin as expressing the idea "I
had given someone that and that gift out of [pure] charity", i.e.,
"not out of fear of him, since he did me a favour (e.g., since he
spared my life), a favour for which he might exact a re­
ward from me", rather "I have given someone a gift, with­
hout owing him anything, that is: out of position of a strength
and independence, just because I possess sufficient means (that is,
a surplus of possessions), and since I am inclined to be charitable".
In this connection we may also refer to the line of Durayd b. al­
Simmah (al-A$ma'iyyat, ed. Ahlwardt, nO 24, 3) quoted by Kister
(p. 277 at the bottom): a<ag,ila inna l-ruz'a fi mitli ljiilidin wa-la
ruz'a fima ahlaka l-mar'« <an yadi. Kister interprets this as follows:
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"0 reprover, misfortune is in (the death of a man) like Halid,
misfortune is not in what a man squanders (by lavish spending) out
of plenty". Kister adds to this interpretation the remark: "Y'ad
in this verse explicitly denotes wealth, or sufficient resources for
spending (on the poor and needy), or generous distribution (of
gifts)". For us the sense of the line is again: " ... but to spend one's
means in practising (genuine) charity cannot be considered a loss".
Also here, yad is used in the pregnant sense described above:
"charity", i.e., "generosity practised with an entirely altruistic
intention, based on social independence and wealth (see below), not
caused, e.g., by the fact that somebody has laid the other person
under obligation".

By the fact that the type of "giving" characterized by the term
(an yadin (or: (an zahri yadin) is in the philological sources quoted
above defined (certainly correctly) as being performed spontaneously
(mubtadi)an) , not representing a compensation (mukiifa)ah) for a
favour, it is consciously conceived as the contrast of that type of
granting money or other valuables to another person in which the
benefit granted the other person is granted in discharge of an
obligation (and thus, as it were, is granted under duress, (an bifatin
warJ,illatin, see above), namely-in the passages quoted by us-as
a reward for the sparing of the life of the person granting the
benefit by the person to whom the benefit is granted, i.e., in the
Qur)anic passage under discussion: al-gizyatu (an yadin.

Moreover, in connection herewith, (an yadin in the Qur)anic
passage and (an (~ahri) yadin in the other category of passages
(including the line by Durayd b. al-Simmah quoted above) are from
the formal-phraseological point of view of a quite different nature.
In the Qur)anic verse, (an yadin (an zahri yadin would here not be
possible) is a necessary complement of the verbal noun al-gizyah:
gaziihu (an yadin "he compensated him for a favour" (cf., e.g., the
sentence wa-salni (an isiirika mii si)ta in the quotation from Tabari
Annales, I, 2631, 7 ff., above p. 204). In the other category, (an
(?ahri) yadin is, from the syntactical point of view, a (not absolutely
indispensable) complement to the sentence as a whole: "he gave
gifts out of (or: as) charity".

The granting of benefits and favours to another person on the
basis of social independence-out of a charitable and gentle attitude
towards one's fellow-men, and not in discharge of a duty (as in the
Qur'anic verse and similar passages)-represents a frequent motif
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of early Arabic sources which appears under a number of variations.
Cf., e.g. Hamdsah, p. 516, v. 4: inna min-a l-ltilmi rJullan anta
'arifuhu wa-l-ltilmu 'an qudratin [adlwn min al-karami, in the
translation of Ruckert (Die Volkslieder dey Araber, II, p. 19; no. 418,
v. 5): "Eine Schmach ist Lindigkeit, du weisst es wahl; aber Lindig­
keit aus Kraft ist ehrenvoll". Furthermore, Diwan al-Farazdaq, ed.
Boucher, p. 173, 13: al-'ii$ib(u) l-harba ltatta tastaqida lahi; bi-l­
masrafiyyati iea-l-iiifi irJa qadarii, which must be interpreted (with
Boucher, VGl. II, p. 521, and note 2, against his alternative inter­
pretation of qadara in the text of his translation itself): "Il dompte
la guerre et la soumet a son epee, il pardonne lorsqu'il pourrait
(punir)". Cf. also, e.g., Abu l-'Atahiyah, Diieiin, p. 58, 4: iaa-rafdal«
l-'afwi 'afwun 'inda maqduratin "and the best pardon is the pardon
which one grants out of a position of strength"; etc. ct. also the
saying, frequently occurring in early historical sources: malakta
fa->asgilt "you have conquered (or: become possessor), so be for­
bearing" (frequently used with respect to a vanquished enemy or
a prisoner of war). With sayings like these we must also compare
the expression al-sadaqatu 'an ginan, to which Kister, l.c., p. 276,
ult., refers. This expression represents a well known hadtt: !Jayru
l-sadaqati 'an ~ahri ginan (see, e.g., Buhari, $altilt, ed. Krehl, vol. I,

p. 361, ult.). From the affinity of this saying with the phrase a'taytu
[uliinan karJa 'an zahri yadin (see above) one should by no means
conclude that yad itself (in the contexts under discussion) is
synonymous with ginan. The idea implied in !Jayru l-sadaqaii 'an
zahri ginan is that alms should not be given grudgingly-which is
possibly the case if the almsgiver possesses only insufficient means,
and is not socially independent-, but they should preferably be given
on the basis of sufficient means, so that an act of genuine charity
is performed.

Kister's interpretation of the Qur>anic passage under discussion
-" .,. fight them until they pay the gizya out of ability and
sufficient means, they (nevertheless) being inferior"-is based on
his explanation of yad, which we are unable to accept (see above).
But other objections may be raised against this interpretation of
the verse. It is certainly correct, as Kister states, that the amount
of the gizyah to be paid was not to go beyond the payer's economic
ability ('ala qadri l-taqah)-a humane principle which in early
Islamic time was generally applied and not only with respect to the
gizyah. It seems, however, strange that this point should have been
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mentioned-more exactly, implied-in the basic pronouncement it­
self by which the payment of the gizyah was imposed on the q,immis.
We would have expected that this point-if it was altogether found
necessary to mention it-would have been added in a second,
independent sentence, after the sentence by which the command,
that is: the imposition of the gizyah, was proclaimed. Also the
addition of the clause tea-hum ~iigiruna "while they are inferior"
does not make good sense in the context of Kister's interpretation
of the verse as a whole. Kister, indeed, to make the phrase more
acceptable, supplies a word: "nevertheless". However, this word
does not help remove the incompatibility of the phrase wa-hum
~iigiruna with the preceding phrase" ... until they pay the gizya
out of ability and sufficient means". Moreover, Kister's interpreta­
tion does not take into account the meaning of the word gizyah
which after all occurs only in this verse and should be considered
as connected with the meaning of the verse as a whole.

A question necessarily to be treated in connection with the
Qur>anic concept al-gizyatu Can yadin "the reward [due] for a
benefaction", is the semantic development of yad, literally "hand",
into the meaning of "benefaction", and-in its use in the Qur>anic
verse under consideration and in many other passages-more
specifically into the meaning of "benefaction constituted by the
sparing (saving) of somebody's life", As we already remarked
above p. 203, "the saving (rescuing)-or also: the sparing [by
a conqueror]-of somebody's life" is the "benefaction" par ex­
cellence in early Arab society and is frequently characterized as
such by ordinary terms for "benefaction", as, e.g., ni'rnah, nuCmii
(d. also, e.g., Diwiin Imri>il-Qays, ed. Ahlwardt, no. 24, 2).

We quote the following passage from the Diwiin of 'Antarah (ed.
Ahlwardt, no. 8, I-3): (I) NaJ:tiifiirisu l-sahbii>i wa-l-!Jaylu gunnaJ:tun
'alii fiirisin bayna l-asinnati muqsadi (2) wa-lau lii yadun niilathu
minnii la-asbahai sibiicun tahiidii silwahu gayra musnadi (3) falii
takfuri l-na cmii wa->atni bifarJ,lihii wa-lii ta'manan mii yuJ:tditu tliihu
fi gadi "(I) While the horses [were racing along, because of their
speed] leaning to one side, the rider of the light-colored mare took
the direction towards a horseman who, surrounded by spears, was
threatened by outright death. (2) And if a hand of ours had not taken
hold of him, it would have happened that beasts would have passed
on his limbs one to another, and he would not have been buried.
(3) Do not, therefore, deny the benefaction (or: do not be ungrateful
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for the favor) and acknowledge (or: praise) its excellence and do
not feel safe from what God may do tomorrow!"

In our opinion, the phrase (in line 2) tea-late la yadun nalathu
minna can not only be interpreted, on the basis of the literal meaning
of its component elements, by: "and if a hand of ours had not taken
hold of him", but also by: "and if a benefaction of ours had not
reached him," or: "and were it not for a benefaction granted him
by us". That is: the term yad (in the phrase nalathu yadun minna
"a hand of ours got hold of him") would be used here synonymously
with the term nu<ma "favor, benefaction" occurring in the sub­
sequent line (line 3) and referring to the action described by the
words nalathu yadun minoui. We also maintain that what is upper­
most in the mind of the poet and what he primarily intends to
express, is the idea of "a favor granted", or, more specifically, "the
favor granted the horseman in question by rescuing his life". We
furthermore assume that the literal sense of the sentence: "a hand
of ours reached for him and got hold of him", is likewise expressed
by it, but is of minor importance, that is: this literal sense is not
primarily intended by the speaker (the poet). What we are dealing
with here) is "the simultaneous emergence in the mind of two distinct
(interrelated) aspects of a notion", a semantic mechanism observed
by us and described in our Studies in Arabic and General Syntax
(Publications de 1'1nstitut Francais d'Archeologie Orientale du Caire.
Textes arabes et etudes islamiques: XI, Cairo 1953), p. 139-50. In
this specific semantic mechanism, the more concrete one of the two
distinct aspects of this type of notion, that is-in the case here under
discussion-the linguistically expressed idea of "the stretched hand
which reaches out for the warrior whose life is threatened", is of
minor importance and is apt to get lost completely, so that only the
principally intended aspect of the notion, which is not linguistically
expressed-that is: the idea of "the benefaction granted the threat­
ened warrior through the rescue of his life"-remains. A result of
this development, which can be clearly sensed in 'Antarah's phrase
toa-lau [a yadun nalathu minna (see above), was that the word yad
("hand") could now serve also as an expression for the (abstract)
concept of "benefaction granted somebody by saving (or: sparing)
his life". Finally, yad could serve as an expression for "benefaction,
favor" generally, regardless of t he specific character of the benefac­
tion. This final development in the meaning of yad is based on the
fact that "the benefaction granted someone by saving (or: sparing)
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his life" is in early Arab society the "benefaction" par excellence,
and, in a sense, corresponds to the sporadic use of ni'mah, nu(ma
and synonymous words for "benefaction" in the specific meaning
of "benefaction granted someone by saving (or: sparing) his life".

The situation described in 'Antarah's lines quoted above: "some­
one's hand reaching out for a man surrounded by enemies, in order
to save his life", was certainly a frequently occurring event in
early Beduin heroic society; and since the term "hand" is the
central concept of this process, yad was from the outset liable to be
associated with the concept of "benefaction granted someone by
saving (or: sparing) his life" and thus with the concept of "benefac­
tion, favor" generally.

A parallel to this semantic development (and also based on the
semantic mechanism referred to above) we recognize in the develop­
ment of the term bald? as described by us above p. 89ft. Bdla"

basically expresses the concept of "exertion (in battle), stead­
fastness, fortitude". But as part of a phrase like bala>u fuiiinin.
'inda julanin "A's exertion in battle in the service (or: for the
sake) of B", bald' was apt to acquire the sense of "favor granted
someone by another one by his defending him or his fighting
for him", and finally bald: adopted the sense of "benefaction"
generally, without the idea of a warlike exertion implied (for details
see l.c.).

In connection with our discussion of the noun yad in the
meaning of "benefaction" we have also to mention of course
the use of the verb niila-i-es whose basic meaning we must
assume: "to reach something, to get hold of something"-in the
sense of (depending on the type of construction) "to be granted
someone, to be bestowed on someone" (said of a "favor" or "bene­
faction"), or "to grant someone something". We refer to the follow­
ing examples: ... [a-qdla lahu l-amiru (ay: MU$(abu bnu l-Zubayti)
yuqri>uka l-saldma wa-yaqulu: innii lam nada: bi-l-Kiijati qiiri>an
illa toa-qad niilahu ma(rujuna [a-sta'in (ala nafaqati sahri Ramadiina
bi-hii{ja (al-Baladuri, Ansdh al-asriif, vol. 5, Jerusalem 1936, p. 286,
12). Also the following poetical passage: gaza llahu (anni MU$(aban
inna saybahii yunalu bi-hi l-giini tea-man laysa giiniya (ibid., line 9).
Furthermore: qad -niila ahla Sibiimin [adl« sudadihi ... "the people
of [the mountain] Sibam (i.e., the tribe of Sibam) were granted the
favor of his rule ... " (al-A'sa, Diwiin, no. 13, 74). This meaning
of ndla has been explained by A. Muller in the Glossary to Noldeke's
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Delectus veterum carminum arabicorum, p. 223 (without paying
attention to the specific construction of the verb) by: "protendit
brachium, inde praebuit". In our opinion this use of ndla with regard
to the "granting of favors" is based on the same original phrase from
which we derive the development of yad "hand" into the sense of
"benefaction, favor": nalathu yadun "a hand got hold of him (and he
was saved from death)". From the semantic development of this
phrase into "he was granted a benefaction" there resulted not only
yad in the meaning of "benefaction" but also ndla "to be granted
(said of a favor)" or "to grant someone something", depending on
the specific construction. After the change of meaning had been
achieved, ndla in this new meaning could be used not only in con­
junction with yad but with any other noun expressing the meaning
"benefaction' , .



CHAPTER FIVE

BAY<AH "HOMAGE": A PROTO-ARAB

(SOUTH-SEMITIC) CONCEPT*

Bay'ah. "homage, oath of allegiance", with the verbs baya<ahu
"he paid him homage" (infinitive mubaya<ah, synonymous with
bay <ah) , and tabaya<u "they agreed on mutual allegiance", etc., is
an important concept of Arab and Islamic life. It is well-known
that in the earliest times practically no one could join the new
religion without swearing at the same time allegiance to the Prophet
(baya<ahu <ala l-Islami), and with the decease of the Prophet, his
successors, the Caliphs, received their official recognition by means
of the bay'ah,

E. Tyan, in his article "Bay <a", in the new edition of the
Encyclopedia of Islam, vol. II, p. r rr j a, makes the following state­
ment concerning the etymology of bay'ah : "According to a view
which has become traditional the term bay'« is derived from the
verb bii'« (to sell), the bay'a embodying, like sale, an exchange of
undertakings. This explanation seems most artificial. In the view
of the author the bay'« owes its name to the physical gesture itself
which, in ancient Arab custom, symbolised the conclusion of an
agreement between two persons and which consisted of a hand-clasp
(d. the manumissio of the ancient law of certain Western countries).
Again, in a non-technical sense, "to make a bay'a in regard to some
matter" (tabaya<a <ala 'l-amr) means "to reach agreement on this
matter" (d. $af~a, lit.: manumissio, = agreement, contract). The
physical gesture was termed bay':a because, precisely, it consisted
of a movement of the hand and arms (ba<). And since the election
of a chief (and the undertaking to submit to his authority) was
demonstrated by a hand-clasp, it was naturally described by the
very term which denoted this' gesture."

The reference to the manumissio, which Tyan claims to mean
"hand-clasp" and "agreement, contract" in "the ancient law of
certain Western countries", is strange; and the derivation of bay <ah
-with reference to the hand-clasp accompanying it-from the noun

* Previously published in Der Islam, vol. 45 (1969), p. 3°1-3°5.
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bii', which, in the interpretation of Freytag's Lexicon (translated
from the definition of the indigenous lexicographers), means "ex­
tensionis manus utriusque distantia" and is of course never used
with reference to the hand-clasp accompanying a contractual
agreement, is unacceptable.

On the other hand, the correctness of the traditional view con­
cerning the original meaning of bay'ah, etc., is obvious. That is to
say, bay'ah. and the verbal expressions associated with it are based
on biiya(ahu "he entered into a contractual agreement with him
(with respect to an intended sale or purchase)" and tabaya(u "they
entered into a contractual agreement with one another (with respect
to an intended sale or purchase)" (see also below p. 218). The act
of allegiance is based on a contractual agreement, and the concept
of a contractual agreement in general is viewed in the light of a
contract with reference to a sale or purchase, in other words: is
seen in the light of a business agreement.

An essential feature of the agreement named bay'ah. is that both
parties to the agreement-the person of power and authority as well
as the person (or persons) of lower standing-are mutually bound
to fulfil the agreement, and the agreement entails for both parties
duties and obligations as well as privileges and rights. We deal here
with a reciprocal relationship.

In our opinion the term bay'ah. and the institution underlying it
can be traced back to very early times of Arab society or South­
Semitic society in general. We consider the etymon presented by
baya(ahu and tabaya(u to be present also-as it were in a disguised
form-in another, most frequently used verb of Arabic, that is:
tabi'« "to follow" (also in the HId conjugation: tdba'«, and in the
VIUth: iuaba:«, etc.). The immediate basis for this secondary root
is the "reciprocal" variant of the basic etymon, that is the "re­
flexive" form (VIth conjugation) tabaya(u "they swore allegiance
to one another, they obeyed one another, they followed one another".
Since the non-reflexive form of the verb: baya(ahu "he swore
allegiance to him, he obeyed him, he followed him" implied-on the
basis of the actual relationship underlying the verb-in its turn a
"reciprocal" relation, the "reflexive" form (VIth conjugation),
tabaya(a (tabaya(u), could also be felt as implying the specific sense
of the "non-reflexive" form (the IUd conjugation). The result was
a new verb, in which the "reflexive" prefix ta- was no longer felt as
representing the "reflexive" ("reciprocal") conjugation, but was felt
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as part of the basic verbal root itself: a new verb developed: tabi'a,
which-like the basic "non-reflexive" verb, baya'ahu-could govern
an object in the accusative: tabi'ahu. At first the semantic range of
this verb was completely identical with that of the verb-forms which
constitute its basis, that is biiya'ahu and tabdya 'u. Since however the
concept of "obeying another person (a leader), following him de­
votedly", most frequently implies at the same time the concept of
"following him in a concrete, physical way", i.e., "going behind
him", this latter concrete-physical meaning could become the
preponderant meaning of the verb, the original abstract, basic
meaning fading or-more exactly-receding into the background.
It should not be overlooked that tabi'ahu "he followed him" very
frequently-as any verb which basically expresses this local­
physical meaning-expresses simultaneously (in many instances
exclusively) the abstract meaning "to bear allegiance to someone,
to be his adherent and follower (e.g., in war)", etc.

In view of the fact that tabi'a "to follow" is a very important,
extremely frequently used verb in Arabic, we arrive at the con­
clusion of a very long history for the verb on which it is based, that
is: baya'ahu and tabaya'u. The same refers of course to the social
background of which these verb-forms are an expression. That is
to say: the bay'ah must have played an extremely important role
in Arab society in early-we may say: in "proto-Arab"-days.

But the concept implied in bay'ah and the term itself may even
be pushed farther back into antiquity, if we pay attention to the
fact that a cognate of tabi'a "to follow"-a verb which is based on
the root expressing the bay'ah "the allegiance (especially in war­
fare)"-exists in another of the South-Semitic languages. Dillmann,
in his Lexicon linguae aethiopicae, col. 561, has compared with
Arabic tabi'a the Ethiopic root tab'a. At first sight the meaning of
Ethiopic tab'a seems very remote from that of Arabic tabi'a ("to
follow"). Ethiopic tab'a means (see Dillmann, l.c.) "constantem,
firmum, fortem, virilem esse, audacem se praebere", and possesses
associated meanings in the derived conjugations (verbal stems).
Moreover, we mention the nouns tabii't (subst. et adj., sing, et colI.)
" 'mas, masculus' de hominibus", tgbu' (part.) "virilis, fortis" and
other nominal forms.

This Ethiopic etymon hints independently-quite apart from
the semantic and morphological criteria indicated by us for a
relationship between Arabic tabi'a "to follow" and baya'ahu,
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tabiiya(u "to swear allegiance"-to a relationship with these latter
verbs. The Ethiopic etymon shows no trace of a concrete "physical"
semantic aspect (as not only inherent in Arabic tabi'a "to follow",
but also in biiya(ahu and tabiiya(u, not only "to swear allegiance to
someone", but possibly also "to follow him, go after him"). But
what did remain in the Ethiopic etymon is the semantic aspect of
"the man who adheres to another one-a leader (or lord)-in war,
proving in the service of this other one his manly qualities". The
meaning of the Ethiopic etymon: "man", "manliness", can easily
be explained as a residual of the meaning of the basic verbal
concept, biiya(ahu, etc., "he swore allegiance to him (with respect
to war)", bay'ah "allegiance".

In this context, we should also notice the fact that-quasi in a
reversal of the South-Semitic development of the concept of
"allegiance" into that of "man" -the word for "man" forms the
basis of the medieval Western term corresponding to the Arabic
term bay'ah. "allegiance": we mean the French term hom(m)age
< late Latin hominiiticum, an abstract noun based on homo (d.
also the corresponding English term manred).

In connection with our derivation of tabi'a, tdba'a, tauiba'«
(tatiiba(u), etc., from biiya'a, tabiiya'« (tabiiya(u) , we mention here
our observation that Arabic manuscript tradition exhibits a con­
tinuous fluctuation and interchange (quasi a competition) between
these two etyma. This fluctuation is not just a result of the similarity
of the forms of the respective letters in the Arabic script, but its
main reason is the practically identical meaning of the two etyma;
and this identity or similarity of meaning is in its turn based on the
derivation of the one of the two etyma from the other. We refer only
to a few passages from which this interchangeability of the two
etyma becomes apparent.

Tabari, Annales, I, rSqo, 5: ... fataqidu Asadun wa-Faziiratu:
lii walliihi lii nubiiyi(u Abii l-Fasili (ay: Abii Bakrin) abadan, with
the variant reading nutiibi(u (the same two readings are also ex­
hibited by the version of this statement transmitted ibid., 1886,13).
Ibid., p. 20g7, 12: inna ba(rjanii saddaqahi: watiiba(ahu, with the
variant wabiiya(ahu. Ibid., line 14: fahadiinii biM fatiiba(niihu, with
the variant wabiiya(niihu. Ibid., p. 20g8, 5: innii daljalnii F
hiirjii l-amri wabiiya(nii nabiyanii ($l(m) , with the variants tiiba(nii
and ittaba(nii. Ibid., line 7: waJ;,uqqa liman ra'ii mii ra)aynii toasami'a
mii sami(nii an yuslima wayubiiyi(a, with the variant wayutiibi(a.
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Ibid., p. 2974, I: la'in abat yamini latutiibi<anni simiili, with the
variant latubiiyi<anni. Ibn Sa cd, Tabaqdi, I, I; IIS, 19: latutiibi­
cunni <alii 1-1sliimi, with the variant latubiiyi<unni. Moreover, Tabari,
I, 1896, 2-4: ... jaqiila <Amru [bnu 1-<A~2J: akajarta yii Qurratu,
waly,awlahii banii <Amirin, jakariha an yabiily,a bimutiiba<atihim
jayakjurii bimutiiba<atihi ... , with the variants bimubiiya<atihim
and mubiiya<atihi, respectively (d. ibid., line 8: lammii faraga
fliilidun min amri bani <Amirin wabay<atihim <alii mii bdya'ahum.
<alayhi ... ).

As to the fluctuation between tabiiya'« and taidba'«, we mention:
Tabari, I, 1413, 1-3: jabakki ... abiiki wa'ilywiinan lahii qad tatiiba<ii,
with the variant tabiiya'i», Ibid., p. 2428, S: watagarradii lil-harbi
watabiiya<ii <alii s-sabri, with the variant watatiiba<ii. Another in­
stance is found in the following line from a poem, ascribed to
Abu Talib, with respect to "Naqd a~-~aly,ifah" ("The anulling of the
Quraysites' boycott of the Prophet"), in Ibn Ishaq's report (Ibn
Hisam, Sirah, ed. Wustenfeld, p. 2S0, S = ed. Cairo 1937, vol. I,
p. 402, 6/7): gazii lliihu rahian bil-IJagiini tatiiba<ii <alii mala/in yahdi
lihazmi« wayursidu, with a variant (see ed. Cairo, p. 402, n. 4)
tabd.ya'«. In A. Guillaume's interpretation (Lije oj Mwhammad, by
Ibn Ishdq, p. 173-174) this means: "God reward people in al-Hajiin
who swore allegiance to a chief who leads with decision and wisdom".
We interpret (without differentiating between the more original ex­
pression tabiiya<iiand the expression taidba'i: derived from it): "God
reward a group of men in al-Hagtin who solemly bound themselves
to carry out a resolution at which they had arrived by" 'consensus'
(mala' = 'Igmii<,), [a resolution] which leads to reason (ly,azm = ra'y)
and guides to the right path." Frequently found expressions as
tatiiba<ii <alii l-mawti, or: ... <alii s-sabri, or: ... <alii l-Isliimi, or
also just tatiiba<ii (as in Tabari I, 1413,3, quoted above), are to be
interpreted as "they earnestly assumed and carried out the obliga­
tion to fight unto death (or: to fight steadfastly unto death, or: to
fight, for the sake of Islam, unto death)"; that is to say: tatiiba<ii
in this use is synonymous with tabiiya<ii, and is also interchangeable
with this latter. (Tatiiba<ii «alii I-mawti) hardly means: "They
followed one another into death"; i.e., tatdba'« here is not synonym­
mous with its use; e.g., in tatiiba<at-i s-siniina "the years of drought
followed one another in an unbroken succession", or, e.g., in (Tabari,
I, 3161, IS) ... lyaraga ~ibyiinu l-<askarayni jatasiibbii tumma
tariimaw iumma tatiiba<a 'abidu l-iaskarayni ... , where reciprocity
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is involved). The VIth conjugation in the use here under discussion
does not express "reciprocity". It rather serves here (and in other
verbs) as a substitute for the IIId conjugation in instances where
the subject is represented by a plural (or a collective). Examples of
this use of the VIth conjugation are tawaja l-qawmu or tawajaw
(synonymous with the coexisting form wajaw) "the people (or: they)
came to (someone)" (cf., e.g., Tabari, I, p. 3165, note i), as a counter­
part, as it were, to the singular waja "he came to (someone)";
talaJ;,aqu "they came up together" (e.g. in Tabari, I, 1978, 4; d.
ibid., p. 3165, note h), as a counterpart to the singular ldh-aqa ; etc.
The use of taidba'« (corresponding to tabaya'a) in the sense of baya'a
"to declare one's allegiance" in instances where the subject is a
plural, is especially clearly recognizable in the following passage
(Tabari, I, 1958, I): iuaiaidba'a Banic Hanifata 'ala l-bara'ati mimmd
kanu 'alayhi wa'ala l-Lsliimi ; d. (ibid., p. 1955,6) waJ;,usirat Banii
Ifanijata u: l-bay'ati uial-barii'oii mimmii kanu 'alayhi us Ijalidin.

We revert to our definition of the basic, primitive meanings of
baya'a and tabaya'a-in their use with respect to "commerce",
"buying and selling" (see above p. 214)-, that is, those meanings
on which the use of these verbs with respect to "homage, allegiance"
is based. Biiya'a means indeed "to enter into negotiations, or: to
make an agreement, with respect to buying and/or selling". That
both these aspects of commerce may be simultaneously expressed
by the verb, is clearly shown by its use in contexts like the following
(Ibn Sa'd, Tabaqiit, I, I; 139,26): ... wa'aagma'u 'ala qatli Rasidi­
ltahi inakatabi: kitaban 'ala Bani Hasimin alta yunakiJ;,uhum wala
yubayi'uhum wayu!Jalituhum. It seems important to note that not
only yubayi'uhum, but also yunakiJ;,uhum expresses two semantic
aspects: "getting married to someone (marrying into sorneone's
family) and/or letting someone marry into one's own family" (that
is in other words: "to enter into connubium with someone or some
people"). That both these aspects are comprised by the above two
verbal expressions (and similar verbs in the Il Id conjugation) is
proved beyond doubt by comparing the above quotation with the
following version contained in a different source, where each of the
expressions yubayi'uhum and yunakiJ;,uhum is replaced by two
verbs: "selling" and "buying", "marrying (someone)" and "letting
(someone) marry into one's own family", respectively (Ibn Hisam,
Sirah, ed. Wiistenfeld, p. 230, 13-14): wa'tamaru baynahum an
yaktubu kitaban yata'aqadunajihi 'ala Bani Hasimin tea-Bani 'Abdi-
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l-MuHalibi <alii an Iii yankilyu ilayhim walii yunkilyuhum walii
yabi<uhum say'an walii yabtii<u minhum. The IUd conjugation in
the two instances contained in our first quotation implies interest­
ingly enough a mutual relationship and a dual activity: "selling
and/or buying", "getting married with someone (or: marrying into
some family) and/or letting someone marry into one's own family".
But the mutuality is only partial, insofar as it refers only to the
"object" of the verbal concept, not to its "subject" (agens), which
is constituted only by one individual (or one group of people). The
other individual (or persons or group), which is necessarily involved
in the action in point, participates, as it were, only in a passive role,
is merely "affected" by the action, does not take an initiative in it.
It is by this restriction with respect to the nature of the "subject"
(agens) that the UId conjugation in its use for expressing a "reci­
procal" activity (as in the instances mentioned above), differs from
the VIth conjugation, where the "subject" (agens) does include
different persons or parties (groups of people), as, e.g. (al-Baladuri,
Ansiib al-asrii], vol. I, ed. M. Hamidullah, Cairo 1959, p. 340, 4):
wakiinat Badru $-$afrii'i mawsiman tii-rArabi yatabiiya<u bihii (read
tatabiiya'u or yatabiiya<una) "Badr was a fair of the Arabs where
they used to buy from, and to sell to, one another (i.e., to engage
in commerce with one another)".

The transition of the "reciprocal" mode of expression, tabiiya<u
"they swore allegiance to one another, they became confederates",
into an equivalent form in the singular followed by a complement
in the accusative, *tabiiya<ahu he swore allegiance to him, he became
his confederate" > tabi'ahu. "he followed him" (see above p. 214),

has a parallel in the English phrase he is friends with him (etc.) which
is of course based on they are friends. With this English use of
friends, with which tabiiya<u > *tabiiya<ahu (> tabi<ahu) should be
compared, we identify the use of the (original) plural qariiyeb, which
in many modern Arabic dialects (e.g., in the dialects of Syria)
serves as a singular in the meaning of "kinsman, relative" (pl.
qariiybin), as, e.g., huwe qariiyb'i "he is my relative" (as English he
is friends with me).



CHAPTER SIX

THE ORIGINAL MEANING OF ARABIC WAZIR*

D. Sourdel, in his Le vizirat 'abbiiside de 749 a 936 (I32 a 324
de l'hegire), v. I (Damascus, 1959), p. 51, deals with the etymology
of the word wazir: "L'etymologie du mot a retenu les philologues
arabes dont les opinions ne meritent cependant pas de longs com­
mentaires. Tandis qu'Ibn Qutayba (m. 276/889) fait deriver wazir
de wizr 'fardeau' et Ie glose 'celui qui porte le fardeau du pouvoir',
Abu Ishaq al-Zaggag (m. 3II/923) le rattache awazar 'refuge' ; plus
tard, semble-t-il, se fait jour une nouvelle interpretation qui rattache
wazir a izr 'dos', sans qu'il soit jamais question d'un emprunt au
persan. De ces explications, celie d'Ibn Qutayba est la plus plausible
et wazir peut figurer comme un participe du verbe wazara qui
signifie 'porter un fardeau'."

In this derivation of wazir from wazara "to carry a burden" and
wizr "burden", Sourdel follows de Goeje in Nicholson, A literary
history oj the Arabs, p. 256, and n. 2 ("burden-bearer"). Sourdel's
account of the various views of native philologists on the etymology
of the word cannot be considered as complete. It omits the one
etymology advocated by some of these philologists which, in this
writer's opinion, is the only correct one. Wazir appears in the Qur>iin
in two passages in which Aaron is designated as wazir of his brother
Moses: Sura 21,30 and Sura 25,37. Baidawi, in his commentary on
the first of these two passages (ed. Fleischer, I, p. 595) relates the
various views of Arab philologists concerning the etymology of
wazir as follows: ... wastiqiiqu l-waziri >immiimina l-wizri li'annahu
yaJ:tmilu t-iiqla 'an >amirihi "au mina l-wazari wahwa l-malga>u
li>anna l-iamira ya'tasima: bira>yihi wayaltagi>u fi >umurihi wa­
minhu l-muwiizaratu waqila >a$luhu >azirun mina l-t azri bima'nii
l-qiaoat» ja'ilun bima'nii mujii'ilin kal-'a§iri wal-galisi qulibat ham­
zatuhu kaqalbiha ji muwiizirin ... We translate that part of this
statement which supplements Sourdel's summary: "Some say:
wazir is to be derived from "azir, from "azr in the sense of 'strength',
[that is] ja'il in the meaning of mujii'il [hence: = mu>iizir from

* Revised from the article previously published in Der Islam, vol. 37
(1961), p. 260-263; vol. 38 (1962), p. 314.
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'azara], like (asir [= mu(asir from (asara] and gaUs [= mugalis
from galasa]; and its hamza ('azir) was shifted [into w] (thus 'azir
> wazir), as it (i.e., the hamza) has been shifted [into w] in muwazir
« mu'azir)."

The derivation of wazir from toazara "to carry a burden" and
wizr "burden" seems very far-fetched in view of the fact that we
have, besides toazir , a verb wazara and 'iizara, with the sense of "to
help (someone)". Both variants just mentioned are substantiated
by examples (see below). Wazara must be considered as secondary
as against 'azara. The perfect wazara has developed from forms of
the imperfect and the participle like yuwaziru and muwazir which,
on their part, originated from yu'aziru and mu'azir by way of a
frequently occurring phonetic development. Cf. wasa (equivalent in
meaning with 'azara, wazara) beside the original 'asa; wasa is formed
from yuwasi, muwasi < yu'asi, mu'asi; etc. Similarly, wazir-in
place of a more original, not substantiable 'azir-must be considered
as a new form which originated from yuwaziru and muwazir. There
seems to be no plausible reason to assume a connection of this verb
with the meaning of "to help" with wazara "to carry a burden"
and wizr "burden". We know of no other case in Arabic in which
the concept of aid in war or other kinds of help which presuppose
siding with a person or group is derived from the idea of "carrying
a burden".

The relationship of toazir with 'azara "to help" immediately leaps
to the eye in comparing the following two passages. In Ibn Hisam's
Sira, we read, in a passage which describes Hadiga's embracing of
Islam (p. I55, 4 from bottom): wa'amanat biM Ijadigatu bnatu
Ijuwailidin teasaddaqai bimd ga'ahii mina Uahi wa'azarathu (ala
'amriM "and ]j:adiga believed in him (that is, the Prophet) and
recognized as true what had come to him from God and helped him
('azarathu) in his mission (that is, in the propagation of Islam)." In
another passage which describes Hadiga's death (ibid., p. 277, 7)
we read: iumma 'inna Ijadigata binta Ijuwailidin wa'Aba Talibin
halaka Ii (amin waJ.tidin jatataba(at (ala rasiili Uahi l-masii'ibic
bihulki Ijadigata wakt:'inat lahii uiazira $idqin (ala t:» I slami '"
wabihulki (ammihi 'AM Tiilibi« ... "Thereupon Hadiga, the
daughter Huwailid's, and Abu Talib died in one year. And through
]j:adiga's death, who had been his (i.e., the Prophet's) faithful
assistant (wazir) in spreading Islam, and through the death of his
uncle, Abu Talib, one blow of fate after another struck the Prophet."
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For 'iizara and its secondary variant wiizara, we quote the follow­
ing passage which illustrates the transition of the root primae 'alij
into a root primae w (Hutai'a, no. 5, 15): sagalu muwiizarati "alaika
l-'iina [abiagi man tuwiizir. A variant of the passage (see ibid., the
note on the passage) gives the more original forms mu'iizarati and
tu'iizir. We also quote the following passages as further evidences
of this frequently occurring verb. Ibn Hisam, Sira, p. 482, 10: ...

wa'a!Jli~ulilliihi n-niyata wal-J:tisbata fi nasri dinikum wamuwiizarati
nabiyikum ... Also ibid. p. 477, 10: 'inni ma'ukusr: faiabbiti:
lladina 'iimanu 'ai wiiziru lladina 'iimanu.1

The word toazir, pl. ieuzarii', originally designated the "assistant
in battle" (see e.g., the passages adduced above p. 72 and is thus
synonymous with expressions like 'an~iir and 'asyii C (siCa). The
concept of "helper", expressed by these terms, is also used to dencte
those who belong to the political party of a leader, those who side
with him; cf. especially the term siCa. The term toazir differs from
the rest of these expressions by its early usage to designate a special
activity exercised by the followers of a leader in his behalf. In com­
menting on the passage from the Qur'an (Sura 25,37): walaqad 'iitai­
nii Musii l-kitdba wagaCalnii ma'uhi; 'a!Jiihu Hiirana waziran "We
brought Moses the book and gave him his brother Aaron as ioazir",

1 We find uuieara and 'azara used not only of the armed help rendered to
someone or partisanship in his favor, but also-like other verbs which
denote the characteristic Arabic concept of "help" (see my discussion
above p. 73)-of the aid which a hero finds in his own virtues. We quote
Nabigat Bani Saiban, p. 51, 1: fakullu mandqibi l-fJairati [iki [l,aniku l-'aqli
'azarahu l-fata?« "and all good characteristics are in him: [he is] a man
of proven intelligence, who is aided by his youth." Also Hassan b. Tabit
no. 23, 21: 'ahda lahum midafli qalbun yuwaziruhu fima yuflibbu lisanun
fla'ikun sana-u "my praise is brought to them by a heart (i.e., my heart)
which is aided by a 'weaving', skillful tongue in what it desires." These
uses of the concept of "help" also originate from the characteristic Arab
idea of "help" rendered by a follower to his leader. We even go further
and maintain that in the following passage which deals with the aid rendered
a hero by his steeds, the "help" implied has this specifically Arabic conno­
tation. Nabigat Bani Qubyan 27, 20: 'ucina 'ala l-'aditwi bikulli tirfin
wasalhabatin tugallalu fi s-simiimi "he is helped against the enemy by thor­
ough-bred horses and by tall mares which are protected with blankets
on days when hot desert winds are blowing". Here the concept of help
which a follower renders his master and two allies render each other is
predicated of instruments-although living ones-which constitutes a
considerable extension of the idea of "help" in the above-mentioned sense.
The tool-character of the steeds is clearly indicated by the passive verb
and the instrumental bi.
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the Arabic commentators remark (Baidawi, II. p. 39): yuwiiziruhii
Ii d-da'wati wa'i'lii'i l-kalimati "(a wazir) who would aid him in the
propaganda (for his cause and doctrine) ... " We must accept as
correct this interpretation which defines the function of a helper
as that of a propagandist. The same activity is indicated in what
is said about Hadiga's relationship to the Prophet: wa'iizarathu
'alii 'amrihi, and wakiinat lahii tnazira sidqin. 'alii l-'Isliimi (see the
above-quoted passages and their translations). Abu Salama, the first
person to bear the official title of ieazir at the beginning of the
'Abbasid era (more accurately: toazir iil MuJ:tammad "the helper
of the house of Muhammad"), is called by the Imam Ibrahim
dii'iyatuhum wawaziruhum "propagandist and tsazir of the
Hasimids" (see Ibn al-'Atir, al-Kiimil Ii t-tawiiri!J, V, 194; d.
Sourdel, lac. cit., p. 67, n. 4). Since in the above-quoted passages
the term toazir implies the meaning of "propagandist", we assume
that the same activity is implied in applying the term-in con­
junction with the term dii'iya-to Abu Salama'! Propaganda was
Abu Salama's main activity. He is regularly called ad-dii'i or ad­
dii'iya (d. Sourdel, ibid.).

,Azara-and its variant wiizara-may be compared with a
Hebrew expression for "to help", in which the root 'zr appears.
The Hebrew verb 'zr, which is related to '~zi5r "loin-cloth, belt", =

Arabic 'iziir, is occasionally used to denote "to support, to furnish
with power". We quote the following sentence (Ps. 18,40 = I Sam.
22,40): watte'azzer~ni hayil lammilJ:tiimii, ta"Bria' qiimai tal:ttiii (or:
tal:tt~ni) "Thou [0 God] hast girded me with strength unto the battle,
Thou hast subdued under me those that rose up against me". Also
(Ps. 18, 33): hii'el hamrazzeren; J:tayil .. , "the god that girdeth me
with strength ... ". "To 'gird' someone (with power)" means "to
support him 'with power in battle)". With this Hebrew pi'el of 'zr
we compare the third conjugation of Arabic, 'iizara "to help". The
idea of "helping, strengthening" in the Hebrew term originates
from the idea of "girding, furnishing with a loin-cloth, belt". We
assume the same development for the Arabic term. Also the idea
of "strengthening oneself, arming oneself" is expressed by the same

1 Sourdel, l.c., p. fn, remarks in regard to the phrase dii'iyatuhum uiatoa­
ziruhum: "Le deuxieme terme devait etre utilise pour preciser le rang
d'Abu Salama, non seulement da'i, mais aussi peut-etre, des cette epoque,
'delegue' des 'Abbasides et intcrprete de leurs volorrtes." He thus assumes
for wazir an essentially different meaning from that of dii'i in this phrase.
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image. Cf., e.g., the Hebrew expression (I Sam. 2, 4) ... ni[ssalim
'azerii hayil " . . . they that stumbled gird themselves with strength",
n~'zar big1]iira (Ps. 65, 7) "girded with power" (with reference to
God). The object "power, strength" is occasionally lacking, but
even so "girding (one's loins)" still denotes "strengthening oneself,
arming oneself": 'ezQr-na l:tala:jglsa (or: mQ~nglsa) "gird your loins!",
that is, "arm yourself!" (Job 38,3; 40, 7; Jer. I, 17). Also in the
Arabic, "girding oneself (with the 'izar)" is an image for "preparing
and strengthening oneself for battle". Cf., e.g., Agani 15, 13, penult. :
... wattazirii lil-harbi " ... and arm yourselves for war!". The origin
of the term toazir from the root "zr in the sense of "strengthening
somebody's loins", i.e., "providing him with strength", is indicated
in the Qur'an itself (Sura 20, 29-31): wag(al li ieasiran min 'ahli
H ariina ' a!Ji sdud bih; 'azri "and give me an assistant from my
(own) family, Aaron, my brother!, gird (or: strengthen) with him
my loins (i.e., strength)!". 'Azr is related to "izdr, probably derived
from it. We assume that for both the Hebrew and the Arabic
languages, the figurative usage of the term "girding oneself" to
mean "arming oneself (for battle)" and of "girding someone else"
to mean "to strengthen him for battle", originated in a common
Semitic past. To that extent, the concept of wazir (for *'azir), which
later became a Muslim political institution, represents a develop­
ment of an early Semitic idea.

According to Islamic tradition, the title wazir as designation of
an office was for the first time conferred on Abu Salamah al-Hallal,
the chief emissary of the (Abbasids in Hurasan (ca. 744 A.D.), to
whom the title was applied under the specific form of toazir al
M uhammad "the 'helper' of the House of Muhammad". D .S. Goitein,
Studies in Islamic history and institutions (Leiden 1966), p. 171-172,
assumes that this conferment of the title tsiazir al Muhammad. upon
Abu Salamah was caused through a specific constellation of
political-historical circumstances (for details see ibid.). As a matter
of fact, the title teazi» al Muhammad was already used in an earlier
period-and under quite different historical circumstances-with
respect to al-Muhtar b. Abi 'Ubayd at-Taqafi, in connection with
his activity on behalf of Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyah, With respect
to this application of the title wazir to al-Muhtar, Goitein (l.c.,
p. 195-196) assumes that al-Muhtar, who "wanted to pass as a man
with supernatural gifts" applied to himself the title tnazir because
of the "religious connotation" of the term (on account of its use
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in Siirah 25, 5). With reference to these two explanations of the
development of the term toazir as designation of an office, it should
however not be overlooked that the term toazir was used as designa­
tion of an office already with respect to the aids of the Umayyad
caliphs. Wellhausen, Das arab. Reich, p. 8I, n. I, has drawn attention
to the following line addressed by the poet al-Haritah b. Badr to
Ziyad, Mu'awiyah's viceroy in (Iraq (Tabari, Annates, II, 78, IO):
a!]/uka !Jalifatu lliihi bnu Harbin wa'anta waziruhu ni'ma l-taaziru.
"Thy brother is 'the deputy of God', (the caliph) Ibn Harb, and
thou art his 'helper', and what a goodly 'helper'!" (concerning
Mu (awiyah's being called "the brother of Ziyad", see ibid., p. 69,
I3-I4). Diverging from Goitein's view (l.c., p. I7I, n. I), we think
that Wellhausen was not mistaken when he stated (l.c.) that "the
title (vizier) is found here [i.e., in al-Haritah b. Badr's line] for the
first time". The term teazir appears in this line by al-Haritah clearly
in a technical use as the designation of an office (side by side with
another designation of an office, that is: !Jalifah). Consequently, we
may state that the use of the term mazir as designation of an office
can be traced back to early Umayyad times. The term may of course
have been used in this technical meaning even before it was applied
to Ziyad. One could consequently also claim that the term wazir as
designation of a person performing a special kind of activity in the
service of the chief of the Islamic community (or: of the Islamic
empire) can be traced back to the earliest times of Islam. In this
connection, the application of the term to (.A.'isah, with respect to
her activity on behalf of the Prophet (Ibn Hisam, Sirai Rasidi-Ildh;
p. 227; see above p. 22I) should also be taken into consideration.

The verb iizara (imp£. yu'jwiiziru) "to assist, help", with its
nomen agentis uiazir, has been derived by us-with reference to a
Hebrew parallel-from the noun iziir, "loin-cloth", and azr "back,
loins", a noun related to iziir. Azr is used in Siirah 20, 29-3I, where
Moses says to God: wag(al li waziran min ahli Hiiricna aM sdud
biM azri "and give me an assistant from my [own] family, Aaron
my brother!, gird with him my loins!". Indeed the verse itself
suggests this etymology. We can point out an identical derivation
of a verb of the same meaning and a nomen agentis associated with
it. ~iihara "to aid, assist" and its nomen agentis zahir "aid, helper"
must be derived from the noun zah» "back" (d. "to back" and
"backer"). As iizarahu "he assisted him" and wazir "helper" are
identical in meaning with the phrase sadda azrahi; "he strengthened
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his back", so :fiiharahu "he assisted him" and zahir "helper" are
identical in meaning with the phrase sadda zahrahi; "he strengthened
his back". This latter phrase is found, e.g., in an utterance ascribed
to 'Umar b. 'Abd-al-'Aziz (in Muhammad b. 'Abd-al-Hakam, Sirat
'Umar b. 'Abd-al-'Aziz, ed. Ahmad 'Ubaid, Cairo 1927, p. 50, 13ff.):
Wakiina lliihu qad a'iinahi; min ahlihi biSahlin a1Jihi ioa'Abdi-l­
M aliki bnihi waMuZiil:timin mauliihu fakiinu a'wiinan lahi; 'alii

. l-haqqi waquwatan lahu 'alii mii huwa fihi ... tumma qdla: Al-hamda
lilliihi llaff,i sadda zahri biSahlin a1Ji wa 'Abdi-l-Maliki waMuZiil:timin
"And God gave him (scil., 'Umar) the following aids from his [own]
family: Sahl, his brother, and 'Abd-al-Malik, his son, and Muzahim,
his freedman; and they were his helpers in his fight for what is right,
and strengthened him in dealing with his affairs ... Then he (scil.,
'Umar) said: 'Praise be to God that he has strengthened my back
with Sahl, my brother, and with 'Abd-al-Malik and with Muzahim!'."

There can be no doubt that this passage echoes the Qur'anic
passage quoted above: The aids of the leader come from his own
family, and "helping him" is called "strengthening his back (girding
him with strength)". Moreover, this tradition reminds us of the
passages in which lj:adigah, the Prophet's wife, is called his ioazir :
... wakiinat lahu toazira sidqin 'alii l-Isldmi "... and she had
been his steadfast assistant in spreading Islam" (Ibn Hisam's Sirah,
ed. Wustenfeld, p. 277, 7) and ... toa'iizaratha» 'alii amrihi" . . . and
she assisted him in his mission" (ibid., p. 255, 16).

This passage concerning 'Umar b. 'Abd-al-fAzlz shows us that
the relationship between the caliphs and their aids in ancient Islam
was viewed in the light of the relationship between Moses and his
brother Aaron, as conceived by the Qur'an. Thus the conjecture
suggests itself that the terminological use of the word wazir, which
subsequently emerged, is based on the Qur'anic designation of
Aaron as wazir of Moses.



CHAPTER SEVEN

ALLAH'S LIBERTY TO PUNISH OR TO FORGIVE *
According to Qur'anic conception, God may punish the sinners

or forgive them, as he prefers to do in any single case. This idea
is stated in a very clear manner in Siirah 5, v. lI8: in tu(aq,qibhum
ja'innahum (ibiiduka wa'in tagjir lahum ja'innaka anta l-iazizu.
l-hakinu« "if Thou doest punish them [Thou doest it since] they
are subject to Thee (literally: are Thy slaves, or: Thy servants).
And if Thou doest forgive them [Thou doest so since] Thou art
the Mighty, the Wise!" The idea has found a no less clear expression
in Sura 48, v. 14: ... yagjiru liman yasii'« wayu(arJrjibu man
yasa'u wakana llahu gajuran rahimo« " . " He (i.e., God) forgiveth
whom he willeth, and He punishes whom He willeth, for God is
forgiving and compassionate." Cf., e.g., also Siirah 33, v. 24: ...
liyagziya llahu s-siidiqina bisidqihitn wayu(arJrjiba l-muniifiqina in
sii'a aw yatuba (alayhim inna llaha kana gajuran rabiman. " ... so
that God recompense the truthful for their truthfulness, and
punish the hypocrites if He willeth, or turn towards them forgiv­
ingly, for God is forgiving and compassionate."

We draw attention to the fact that this idea, that is: the power­
ful personality's choice to punish or to forgive, is found in pre­
Islamic literature, and is here conceded to the earthly, human ruler
in the same manner as in the Qur'an it is conceded to Allah. An­
Nabigah ad-Dubyani, in a poem addressed to an-Nu'rnan b. al­
Mundir (Diwan an-Niibigah, ed. Ahlwardt, no. 3), defends himself
before an-Nu'rnan against the tale-bearing of some of his enemies
(see especially line 3 of the poem), and finally (line 12, last line of
the poem) speaks to an-Nu'rnan the following words: ja'in aku
ma?luman ja(abdun zalamiahic wa'in taku q,a (utbii jamitluka
yu'tib«. H. Derenbourg, in his translation of the poem (]As. 1968,
p. 324) renders the line as follows: "Si je subis une injustice, c' est
un esclave que tu auras atteint; mais si tu pardonnes, le pardon
convient a un homme tel que toi." Slightly diverging from this
translation, we would prefer the following interpretation: "If my being
unjustifiedly punished [by you] cannot be helped (or: If I must by all
means be unjustifiedly punished [by you] )-[it does not matter, for]
it is a slave [of yours] whom youwill have unjustifiedly punished. And

* Previously published in Der Islam, vol. 47 (1971), p. 228-229.
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if you will be gracious [and will forgive me]-[it will not appear
strange, for] a man like you is wont to be gracious [and to forgive]."

An-Nabigah does not use the verb "to punish" (in the Qur'anic
verses: <arjrjaba), but uses the verb zalama "to wrong someone",
since from his own, subjective point of view, the castigation which
an-Nu'rnan might mete out to him in punishment for his alleged
misdeed, represents an injustice, because he denies the action
attributed to him by the tale-bearers.

We do not doubt that the idea present in this line by an-Nabigah
represents an early Arab idea, and that the above-quoted Qur'anic
verse (Surah 5, v. lI8), in which not an earthly, human ruler is
addressed, but God himself, the king of the universe, is based on
this early Arab idea.

The primitive, early Arab idea, according to which the earthly,
human ruler is granted the choice to punish or to forgive, has also
found expression in traditions from the Islamic era, as, e.g., in the
following passage from the year 61 A.H. (Tabari, Annales, II,
315, 9-14): faqiima ilayhi (ay: ila <Ubaydi-lliihi bni Ziyiidin) Samiru
bnu l-Gawsani [aqdla: ... waliikin liyanzil [al-IJusaynu bnu <Aliyi
bni Abi Talibin] <alii J:tukmika huwa wa'a~J:tiibuhu: 'ja'in <aqabta
ja'anta waliyu l-<uqubiiti wa'in gafarta kana rjiilika laka' " ... but
he (i.e., al-Husayn) and his companions shall give themselves up
to you: 'and if you punish [them, it will not be strange, for] it is
you that administers punishment; and if you forgive [them, it will
not be strange either, for] this is your privilege'." Although this
Islamic application of the idea to an earthly, human ruler (amir) is
in its form very similar to the Qur'anic application of the idea to
God, it cannot be doubted that this Islamic application of the idea
to an earthly, human ruler, is directly based on the original, pre­
Islamic idea, as present, e.g., in an-Nabigah's line quoted above.

Moreover, the idea, in its primary (secular, pre-Islamic) applica­
tion to a human being of power, is reflected also in the following
statement ascribed to <Ali b. Abi Talib (in Safi<i, Kit. al-Umni,
vol. 4, 136, 6-7): aJ:tsinu isarahu wa'in <istu ja'ana waliyu dami:
a'ju in si'tu wa'in si'tu staqadtu; wa'in mittu jaqataltumuhu [alii
tumat#lu " ... lay him (i.e., the assassin) in chains very thoroughly.
And if I shall live, then I shall act [myself] as the avenger of my
blood: if I will, I shall forgive; and if I will, I shall take steps to
retaliate on him. However, should I die, then kill him, but don't
mutilate him."



CHAPTER EIGHT

"THE SURPLUS OF PROPERTY": AN EARLY

ARAB SOCIAL CONCEPT*

The word cafw occurs in the following passages of the Koran:
Sura 7, 198, lJudi l-cafwa wa'mur bil-curfi wa'acrirj, cani l-giihilina,
and Sura 2, 216-127, wayas'alunaka mii-dii yunfiquna quli l-cafwa
... Blachere, in his translation of the Koran iLe Coram, traduction
nouvelle, Paris 1949-50) assigns to 'afi» different meanings in both
passages. He translates the first of these passages as follows (p. 654) :
"Pratique le pardon! Ordonne le bien! Ecarte-toi des Sans-loi!",
with the following remark: "On garde cette traduction textuelle.
Mais peut-etre 1'expression signifie-t-elle: Sois indulgent! Ne
topiniatre point." In the second passage the word is understood
differently (ibid. p. 791): "Ils interrogent sur ce dont ils doivent
faire depense [en aum6neJ. Reponds [-leur]: '[DonnezJ selon votre
mesure!'." He justifies this translation in an added remark and
informs us about the various meanings assigned to the term by
tradition: "al-cafwa C[donnezJ selon votre mesure'. Le terme arabe
est de sens tres vague. C'est un nom verbal signifiant a I'origine
'effacement"; i1 semble donc qu'il represente le vieux concept
semitique des biens de ce monde consideres comme un souillure
dont on se purifie par l'aumone. Les commt. ne prennent plus le
terme en ce sens, mais lui decouvrent celui de quotitii. Tab., [V. 2J
213 glose par yasir 'un peu', par wasat 'quantite moderee', par [adl
'superflu' ... ; par ai-afdal 'le rneilleur' ou enfin par as-sadaqa 1­
mafrurj,a 'I'aumone imposee', La traduction recue ici est donnee
comme une approximation; d. Bell et Ahrnadiyya: what ye can
spare. La traduction de Pesle: ce qui vous laissera sans regret est
nettement fantaisiste."

To us it seems incontrovertible that the term has an identical
meaning in both passages. As used in these passages, it must be
equated with its meaning in the following passages as transmitted
in Yahya b. Adam's Kitiib al-Ijariig (Le livre de l'impot fancier,
publ. par Th. W. ]uynboll) p. 54, 6-10: "It has been transmitted

• Previously published in Der Islam, vol. 38 (1962), p. 28-50.
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to us by ... , on the authority of Ibn Tawils, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of Ibn <Abbas, that Ibrahim, i.e. Ibn Sa 'd,
asked him: 'What taxes are due from the goods of the ahl ad­
fi,imma'? Ibn <Abbas answered: 'the 'aft«, that is: al-fadl, the
surplus". Ibid. 1. 10-17: "It has been transmitted to us by ... , on
the authority of 'Abdalmalik b. 'Umair : a man from (the tribe of)
Taqif reported to me: <Ali b. Abi Talib placed me in charge of
Buzurg Sabiir, and said: 'In collecting money do not flog anybody,
nor sell anybody's food supply, winter or summer clothes, beasts
of burden ... '. Whereupon I said: '0 Commander of the Faithful!
If so, I will return to you as I left you!'. Thereupon he answered:
'Even if you return to me as you have left me. Innii umirnii an
na>lyurf,a minhumu l-<afwa ya<ni l-fadla, Truly, we were commanded
[by God] to take the 'afs» from them', that is: the surplus"."

The idea that taxes should be paid from the "surplus" has found
a very clear expression in the following passage referring to an event
which took place in 65 A. H. (Baladuri, Ansiib al-asrii], 5, 220,17-18):
walyafaba bnu MuWin [aqiila inna amira l-mu>minina ba<atani <alii
mi$rikum watugurikum wa>amarani bigibiiyiiti fai'iluom walii ahmilu.
sai>an mimmii yafr!ulu <ankum illii an tardau. bi!:tamli g,iilika .,.
wala>atba<anna strata 'Umara wa 'Utmdna faqiila lahu s-Sii>ibu bnu
Miilikin ammii siratu 'Utmdna fakiinat hawan toa'aiaratas« falii
!:tiigata lanii fihii wa->ammii sirait« 'Umara [a'aqallu s-sirataini
dararan. <alainii waliikin 'aiaika bisiraii <Aliyi bni AM Tiilibin
fa>innii lii narrfii bimii dunahii [aqiila bnu M uWin nasiru fikum
bikulli mii tahwauna waturiduna ... "[<Abdallah] b. Muti" addres-·

1 A. Ben-Shemesh's rendering of the passage, in his meritorious trans­
lation of the work (Taxation in Islam, I: Yaltya ben Adam's Kitdb al-harii],
Leiden 1958), p. 60: "We have ordered to collect from them with 'leniency',
which means 'favor'," must be corrected accordingly.-The same traditions
recur, in a less elaborate form and with slight variations, in Abu Yiisufs
Kitab al-lyarag (ed. Cairo 1302 A.H.), p. 70, 16 and p. 60, 13, respectively.­
F. Lekkegaard, Islamic taxation in the classic period (Copenhagen 1950),
p. 79, makes in connection with these and related passages the following
statement: "Abu Yusuf knows of two kinds of ~ullt lands 1) <ala say> musam­
ma, at the payment of a yearly amount fixed once and for all. 2) <ala qadr
at-tdqah, according to the utmost ability, which probably means that the
<afw or fadl (surplus) that is calculated to be held by the taxpayers is esti­
mated as high as possible." This statement implies a clear misunderstanding
of the concept "surplus," as expressed by'afw and [adl in the above-men­
tioned passages. <Afw or [adl is precisely not that part of the property "that
is calculated to be held by the taxpayers," but that part which is not needed
by the taxpayers and is to be paid as tax to the authorities.



"THE SURPLUS OF PROPERTY" 231

sed [the people of Kufa] and said: "The Commander of the Faithful
(that is, <Abdallah b. az-Zubair) has sent me to your city and your
fortified frontier settlements and has ordered me to collect taxes
from your estates (resulting from the Islamic conquest), and I shall
not take anything from your surplus, except with your consent
... and I shall follow the conduct of 'Umar and 'Utrnan.' Where­
upon as-Sa'ib b. Malik said to him: 'As to the conduct of <Utman,
it was arbitrariness and favoritism, and we do not want it; and as
to the conduct of 'Umar, it is for us the least harmful of the two
kinds of conduct. However, you should keep to the conduct of 'Ali
b. Abi Talib, for we shall not be satisfied with anything below it.'
Thereupon Ibn Muti" said: 'We shall deal with you entirely in
accordance with your wishes and your liking' ."1 The predilection
for <Ali's conduct which has found such an eloquent expression in
this passage, is unmistakeably connected with <Ali's injunction to
the man from the tribe of Taqif with respect to the people of
Buzurg Sabiir, as reported in the tradition in the Kitiib al-lJariig
quoted above.

As to the term <afw found in the Koran as well as in the two
traditions quoted from the Kitdb al-lJariig, its explicit identification
with [adl in the latter as well as their contexts leave no doubt as
to its meaning in the Koran. 'Afi» as used in the quoted Koranic
passages is identical with [adl, and the verb <afii associated with it
may be equated with the verb [adala, also with the verb ziida, "to
multiply, increase (intrans.), to add, augment (trans.)". We refer
first to <afii "to be ample, luxuriant" with reference to vegetation,
as in Qutami 23, 20: al:tallahunna saniiman <iifiyan .,. "he made
them alight at an oasis with luxuriant vegetation." Also A$ma<iyiit
61, 26: wa<iifi l-l:tayii !iimi l-gimiimi waradtuhu ... "To many a
meadow with fresh and rich vegetation and overflowing with water,
I have descended ... ". We also mention Labid, no. 2, 18 (Halidi,
p. 9, v. 2): waliikinnii nu<ir!¢u s-saifa minhii bi'aswuqi <iifiyiiti l-lal:tmi
kumi "but we let the sword bite into the thighs of the fleshy,
humpy she-camels" (d. ibid, schol.: wayuqiilu <afii lal:tmuhu irJii

1 Tabari II, 2; 603, 6ff. and Ibn Atir IV, 175, 3ff., have the following
text: ... wa'amarani bigibiiyati fai'ikum wa'an la ahmila fadla fai'ikum
'ankum illa biridan minkum wa'an atba'a toasiyata 'Umara bni l-ijatlabi
llati au?a biha 'inda toafiitib; wasirata 'Ulmana bni 'Affana . . . This agrees
with 'Vmar's will as reported by Ibn Sa'd, T'abaqiit, 3, 1; 246, 1, and Yahya
b. Adam, l. C., p. 52, 13: ... an la yu'!Jarja [min ahli l-am?ariJ illii farfluhum
'an ridan. minhum . . .
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katura). In a different context, we find the word e.g. in Agiini 9,55:
falammii [araga minhu tarannama bihi Mu1Jiiriqun fa>a!:tsana fihi
wa>atrabanii waziida (alii Ibrdhima fa>a(iidahu Ibriihimu waziida fi
$autihi fa (afii (alii ginii>i Mu1Jiiriqin "and when he was through with
it, Muhariq sang it, and sang it beautifully, and filled us with
enthusiasm, and surpassed Ibrahim; then Ibrahim repeated it,
improved the tune and surpassed (afii (alii) Muhariq." The equiva­
lence of (afw with fadl, "surplus, quantitative superiority" is also
apparent in the following passages in which it is ascribed to racing
horses (or to heroes likened to them). Zuhair, 3, 37-38: (37) sabaqta
ilaihii kulla talqin mubarrizin sabuqin ilii l-gayati gairi mugalladi
(38) kafaq,li gawiidi l-1Jaili yasbiqu (afwuhu s-sird'« wa>in yaghadna
yaghad wayab(udi "(37) (In running) to it (i.e. the goal), you have
overtaken every (runner) to whom free rein has been given, who
speeds towards his goals without being lashed by a whip, (38) as
the thorough-bred racehorse is superior (to others), (the racehorse)
whose superior power leaves the fast runners behind without effort;
but when they exert themselves, he also spurts and gets ahead of
them." Cf. also ibid. 9, 26: ... fadla l-giyiidi (alii l-1Jaili l-bitii>i
falii yu (ti birjiilika mamnunan walii naziqii ("He surpasses other
men,) as the thorough-bred runners overtake the slow horses, and
thus offer no poor or fickle race." 1 We also refer to the following
similar passage (Irnru'ulqais 63, 7-8): ... fayii rubba giiratin sahidtu
(alii ... rabirjin yazdiidu (afwan iq,a garii ... 2.

1 We read tu(!i instead of yu'ti.-Rescher, Beitriige zur arabischen Poesie,
IV, 2; p. 13, translates: "(Er iibertrifft die andern Leute) wie edle Rosse die
langsamen (Klepper); und er gibt damit [d. h. mit seiner Einsicht) nichts
abgeschnittenes noch halt er auch [in seinem Lauf bzw. Handeln] plotzlich
[abrupt] inne." We differ and consider the clause falii tu'ji (as we read it)
as an elaboration of the clause which contains [adla l-giyiidi . . . : a finite
verb is coordinated with an infinitive ifadla . . . ) (so-called "Ubergang in
die syntaktische Ruhelage"). As to the expression lii tutti mamnanan, d.
Hamasa, p. 749, v. 5, quoted below 233.

2 Cf. furthermore Noqarid. Garir wal-Farazdaq, no. 27, 7-8 (p. 43) and
ibid. p. 418, IS. 'Afwuhu (or 'afwahu) in these passages ('afw here: "the
first run" of the race-horse, v. Bevan, Glossary of Naqii'i4) can hardly
be separated from 'afwan (in the indeterminate accusative) used in other
passages (with reference to the race-horse as well as to the generous man),
e.g. Zuhair 17, 13, Mufadt, p. 234, 16; 726, 10; HurJ,ail no. 256, 37. <Afuian
represents the adverbial form of 'afwuhu (used as a subject) and 'afwahu
(used as an object), as e.g. in Zuhair 17, 13: huwa l-gawiidu llarJ,i yu'tika
nii>ilahu 'afwan wayu;damu afi,yiinan tuayazlimu. "He is the generous one
who gives his gift "as surplus," that is "easily" (or-in agreement with
the traditional interpretation-"spontaneously", without being asked for



"THE SURPLUS OF PROPERTY"

We find the verb (a/ii in connection with the usual comparison
between the generous man (and the hero in general) and the
thoroughbred race-horse in the following passage of Tarafa (8, 13)
where it is predicated of both terms: na<ju kamii ta<ju l-giyiidu (alii
l-(illiiti ... "we have a surplus under all (even the worst) circum­
stances with which we are generous as the thorough-bred race­
horses have a surplus of power with which they are 'generous' ... ".1

Cf. also Hamiisa 749, v. 5: ... wa'in agud u(!i (a/wan gaira mamnuni
"and when I am generous, I give as one gives out of surplus, not
sparingly"." In these passages (a/w is already used in a sense rather
close to its usage in the quoted Koranic passages and Islamic
traditions.

The following two passages are intimately related to these latter
passages in showing, as they do, the word (afw as the object of the
imperative !Jud "take" (as in Sura 7, 198, v. above p. 229)· Hassan
b. Iabit 23, 14: !Juq mt'nhum mii atii (a/wan iqii garjibU walii yaku
hammuka l-amra lladi mana'i; "when they are angry, take from them
what represents a surplus (that is, what they give gladly, spontane­
ously, and what they find easy to part with), and do not strive for
what they refuse to give." Also Sigistani's Kit. al-Mw'ammarin,

it)". Mufaq,t. p. 234, 16: .. . wayasbiqu l-alfa 'afwan gaira maq,rilbi "and
he overtakes thousand [horses] "in the surplus of power" (that is, "easily,"
or "spontaneously"), without having to be whipped on." The last-mentioned
idea, the "not-having-to-be-whipped-on," appears in combination with
'afw(uhil) also in the passage Zuhair no. 3, 37-38, quoted above, p. 232;
whenever the term is applied to a horse, this idea must be considered as
implied in the term even without being mentioned expressly. With respect
to the above quoted passage Naq., no. 27, 7-8, where the "whipping-on" is
not expressly mentioned, the gloss says: min gairi an yudraba au yu(i,ajja
"without being hit or driven on." Cf. also the following passage (.fjansa',
rst eel., 88, 9), in which besides the term 'afwan, the negation of its semantic
opposite, takalluf, also occurs: sada bigairi takallufin 'afwan bifaiq,i nadahuma
"the two (mourned) ruled without effort, with ease (literally: through
surplus [of power]), through the abundance of their generosity."

1 Note the designation of the race-horse as gawad, pl. giyad, "generous,"
and the use of the verb a'ta "to give" for the running horses in Zuhair 9,
26 (d. Hamiisa p. 749, v. 5, quoted below).

2 With respect to mamniin, d. Tabrizi on the passage, who offers two
alternative interpretations. The above quoted passage from Zuhair (9, 26)
shows that the expression must be understood in accordance with our
interpretation above. Ruckert's interpretation (Volkslieder der Araber, II,
p. 289; no. 754, 2): " ... doch wenn ich GroJ3mut ube, tue ich es ohne Lohn"
is hardly acceptable. For the finite verb manna in the sense adopted in
our translation, see e.g. Ahtal, p. 72, 5. Gaira mamniln seems to be a synonym
of 'afwan.
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p. 57, I. 13 (no. 47, I2-I3a): (12) [asabran. 'ala raibi z-zamam
wa 'arfr!ihi wala taku rja tihin wala tata 'allali (13a) !Jurji t: 'ajwa
waqna' bi$-$alJalJi "(12) hold out against the perfidy of Time and
its bites and don't be presumptious and don't indulge in illusions:
(I3a) 'take the surplus' and be content with your health (or: with
your life) I"

These passages prove that the Koranic expression !Jurji l-'ajwa
is an old maxim and represents a concrete example of the ancient
Arab philosophy of life.

The Koranic passages as well as the passages quoted from
Yahya b. Adam's Kitdb al-ljarag, in employing the term 'ajw
(= jarfl) , refer to alms-giving (zakat, $adaqa) and (as is clearly appar­
ent from the passages quoted from the Kitab al-ljarag) to other
levies which are part of social institutions: they are duties which
society or its representatives require of its members or-in the case
of the traditions quoted from the Kitiib al-ljarag-of some of its
groups. The idea expressed in these passages is that an individual
member of a society or of some groups which form part of it shall
give to society what he can spare-consequently, is exempt from
any contribution, or any charitable gift, under certain circum­
stances.

We can prove that the idea of this type of social behavior which
we find in the Koran and in the above quoted Islamic traditions
(v. p. 229) is an echo of a custom which existed in old Arab every­
day life. The idea is contained in a series of ancient (partly pre­
Islamic) passages in poetry and in prose, also in some contexts which
deal with historical happenings or personalities; the idea is expressed
there in a manner which leaves no doubt as to its pre-Islamic and
secular origin.

We quote, first, the following passage (Agani, III, 18, 9££.):
lJagga Mu'awiyatu lJiggataini Ii !Jilajatihi ... jalJagga Ii ilJdahuma
jara'a sa!J$an YU$alli ji l-masgidi l-hardmi 'alaihi taubani abyarfani
[aqdla man hii{ja qalu Sa'yatu bnu Garirfin wakiina mina l-Yahudi
[a'arsala ilaihi yad'uhu ja'atahu rasuluhu [aqiila agib amira l­
mtc'minina qala awalaisa qad mdta amiru l-ma'minina qdla ja'agib
Mu'awiyata [a'atdha: jalam yusallim 'alaihi bil-!Jilajati [aqiila lahu
Mu'awiyatu ma [a'alat arrfuka llaii biTaima'a qdla yuksa minhii
l-'ar(i) wayuraddu jarfluhii 'alii l-gar(i) .,. "'Mu'awiya made the
pilgrimage [to Mecca] twice during his caliphate ... and during one
of these pilgrimages he saw a person praying in the Mosque who
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was dressed in two white garments, and he said: 'Who is that ?',
he received the answer: 'Sa'ya b. Oarid [it is]', and he was of the
Jews (that is here: he was of Jewish descent). Thereupon [Mu fiwiya]
sent to him to invite him. And when his messenger came to him
and said: 'Accept the invitation of the Commander of the Faithful!'.
he answered: 'Has the Commander of the Faithful not died?'. Where­
upon he was told: 'Accept the invitation of Mu'awiya!', Thereupon
he came to him and, in greeting him, did not salute him as caliph.
And Mu'awiya said to him: 'How is your land in Taima' doing?',
and he answered: 'The naked are clothed from it, and its surplus
is granted to the clients' ... ". Fadl is used in the same sense in
a line of a poem cited in connection with the last-quoted words
(the poem is ascribed to Sa 'ya's father, Garid ; ibid. 1. 20) : walaqad
darabta bifa¢li mali 7:z,aqqahu 'inda s-sita'i wahabbati l-arwa7:z,i "And
truly, I have fulfilled with the surplus of my property the duty which
is incumbent upon it at the time of winter and of the blowing winds."
In this latter passage one might perhaps feel tempted-as usual in
interpreting [ad; in similar contexts-to take the expression bifa¢li
mali in the sense of "with the fullness (or: abundance) of my
possessions". The incorrectness of this interpretation becomes
clearly apparent in the light of the preceding prose passage in which
the terms mal and [adl do not modify each other, but are rather
contrasted as independent ideas; both are also brought into connect­
ion with two different concepts: al- 'ari "the naked" and al-gar
"the client", respectively.

We also quote a passage in which the surplus which is given
away is designated by the feminine form of the Koranic term 'afw,
that is, 'afwa (Agani, IV, 138, roff.): aqhamaii s-sanatu Niibigasa
Bani Ga'data [adahala 'ala bni z-Zubairi l-masgida l-hariima fa' an­
sadaha: ... [aqiila lahi; bnu z-Zubairi hauwin 'alaika A bii Lailii
fa'inna s-si'ra ahwanu wasa'ilika 'indana ammd. fjajifwatu malina
fali'ali z-Zubairi wa'amma 'ajifwatuhu fa'inna Bani Asadi bni 'Abdi­
l-'Uzza tasgaluhu 'anka waTaiman ma 'aha walakin laka fi mali
llahi 7:z,aqqani 7:z,aqqun biru'yatika rasiila llahi ... waJ;,aqqun biiir­
katika ahla l-Islamifi fai'ihim ... "A year of drought depressed an­
Nabiga (of the tribe) of the Barril Ga'd, and he entered the Mosque
[at Mecca] and went to ['Abdallah] b. az-Zubair and recited before
him (here follow a few lines of poetry): ... Thereupon Ibn az-Zubair
said to him: 'Do not be so afflicted, 0 Abu Lailal Indeed, poetry is
the means by which you can come close to us most easily. As to
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the core (capital; literally: the choicest part) of our property, it
belongs to the family az-Zubair, and as concerns its surplus, the
Banii Asad b. 'Abd-al-'Uzza together with Taim sequester it so that
it cannot fall to your share. However, you have two rights on the
'estate of God' (i.e., the state treasure): a right by virtue of the fact
that you have seen the Messenger of God; another one through the
fact that you, together with the people of Islam, have a part in
their booty' ...".

We add to this passage in prose the following lines of al-Hutaia
in which he praises and reproves 'Umar b. al-Hattab at the same
time (Diwan 85, 10-12): (10) wabu'itta lid-dunyii tugammi'u miilahii
ioaiasurr« gizyatahii wada'ban tagma'u (II) wamana'ta nafsaka
fa¢lahii wamana1Jtahii ahla l-fa'iili fa'anta 1Jairun mula'u (12) l:tattii
yagi'a <ilgun niizil:tun fayu$iba <afwatahii wa<abdun auka'u " ...
(ro) and you were sent into the world to collect its property and to
preserve its head-tax (i.e., the head-tax of its people) [in the treasury
of the realm] and 'to collect devotion (or:zeal),1 (II) and you have
renounced its surplus (that is, the surplus of the property of the
world)" and have ceded it (that is, the world; more exactly, or con­
cretely: the surplus of property) to the 'men of deed' ,-and you are
good, desire-inspiring (muli'u, v. variantj-s-Ir a) so that a barbarian,
a native of faraway lands (non-Arab, of doubtful loyalty to Islam)
and a venal slave 3 come to you to get possession of its surplus."

In the following line by Abu Nahsal Muhammad b. Hamid (on
NuD. b. 'Umar) (transmitted by Marzubani, Mu'gam as-su<arii"
p. 427, 7), which implies the same motif as the above passage or is
even modelled on it, the two synonymous terms 'afw and [adl are

1 To that, d. expressions like A~ma'iyiU 12, 8: gamu'u lJilali I-lJairi min
kulli ganibin "he collects good traits on all sides." also ibid. v. 10: nala lJallati
l-kirami "who (through his deeds) has attained the attributes of the noble."
Moreover we quote (Kamil 3II, II) gama'ta dinan wa~ilman, (Hatim at-Tii'i
no. 29, 3) .. , yagma'u hasman wagudan, (Ibn Qutaiba, as-Si'r wassu'ara',
p. 182, 10; poet: al-Hutai-a) Ifama'ta l-lurma ioarabiuaba (var. asbaba)
s-safiihati wail-ilaliili. Moreover d. Abu triras no. 10, 16: gama'ta umuran . . .
mina l-hilmi. ioat-ma'rufi tual-hasabi 4-4alJmi, which Hell interprets as
follows: "Du vereinigst (in Dir) Dinge ... " The passages quoted by us
from the A~ma'iyiit (12,8, 10) seem to indicate clearly that gama'a in passages
of this kind has to be interpreted by "collect."

2 Wamana'ta nafsaka fa41ahii must not be interpreted "you have renounced
the goods (excellencies) of the world." This is clearly apparent itcnu fo yusiba
'afwatahii (in 1. 12). It represents the antithesis of the first sentence with yusi­
bu as the counterpart of mana'ta nafsaka and 'afwa as a synonym of [adl,

3 "Slaves" means here mauuili,
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combined in a genitive construction: tagiidu bifadii 'afioika lil-aqa:/i
watamna(uhii mina l-billi s-safiqi "you bestow your surplus lavishly
on those who are most distant, and withhold it from the devoted
friend."

We often find that the "surplus which is given away" results
from "acquisition", that is, from what is gained by a raid under­
taken for the purpose of plundering, especially cattle (d. below
p. 247 f£.) , as in the line by A(sa Tamim (ed. Geyer, no. 2, 3, p. 272):
in yaksibii yut'imii min fadli kasbihimii ... "when they 'acquire',
they feed [the needy] from the surplus of their 'acquisition' ... ".

In the same manner as in the passage Agani 3, 18, 9££. (quoted
above p. 234), "property", mal, is contrasted with its "surplus", fadl,
which is reserved for the fulfilment of social duties, in the following
line of Kutaiyir (in Gal).i?, Hayaied», 4, 177,5): ifia ma afiida l-mdla
audd. bifarjlihi J:tuqiiqun fakurhu l-(afiilati yuwafiquh "when he (i.e.,
the exalted chief) acquires 1 property [in a raid], the fulfilment of
[social] duties 2 destroys 3 its surplus, and the indignation of the
carpmg women hits him".4

The same specific meaning, "surplus of property which is to be
given away", is expressed by [adlat- (the feminine form of the more
frequently usedfarjl) in the following line from the fragment of a poem
ascribed to the pre-Islamic poet Zuhair b. 'Urwa al-Mazini (Agani
19, 157, 6): mabafiilu 'afma« gazi lal-rat« ifia [adlaiu z-zddi lam

1 For afiida "to acquire" see below p. 247ff.
2 For the concept of haqq "[social] duty," pl. ftuquq v. below p. 252ff.,

and the following footnote.
3 With reference to the expression audii bi . . . in the present context, we

have to compare the following line of Hatim at-Tii'I, no. 57, 8: waliikinnahu
yu'# min-amwiili Taiyi'in irjii halaqa l-nuila l-ftuququ l-lawiizimu " ... but he
gives [the needy] of Taiyiv's possessions in times when the inescapable
[social] duties 'shear' the property" (i.e., in the regularly recurring times of
drought).

4 The meaning of the second half of the line is clear although the verb
yuwiifiquhu poses perhaps some difficulty in this context. It is certainly
a matter of women's dislike of mens' prodigality which includes charity-a
frequently occurring motif.-For wiifaqa in the sense of "to meet, to come
to, to reach" we refer to the following instances: (Ahta) p. 122, 3) . . inna
man yantawikumu yuwiifiqu ftusnii mii yugibbu nasimuhii " ... whoever
turns to you, meets with continuous benefactions"; (Farazdaq, p. 205, 2)
ya aiyuhii n-niisu lii tabki; 'alii ahadin basda llarji bil)umairin wiifaqa l­
qadarii "0 ye people! don't weep over anybody after the death of the one
who met destiny in Dumair" (d. ibid. p. 19, 8: inna bna Lailii birardi n-Nili
adrakahi; . . . l-qadaru "(as to) Lalla's son-Fate overtook him in the land
of the Nile").
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tub,jali "[they] give away with ease the richest gift in times when
the surplus of food is not given away (by others; that is, in times
of drought and want) ".1

Likewise in the following line, quoted in a grammatical context
in 'Aini III 469 (v. Fischer-Braunlich, Schawahid-Index, p. 46a, II),
[adl is to be understood in the specific sense here under discussion:
ma ziila yiiqinu man ya'ummuka bil-gina toasiteiika mani<u fadiahi;
l-muly,tagi (or: fa¢lihi l-muly,tag(a)?) "Whosoever turns to you, is
certain of [obtaining] a rich gift, whereas others than you withhold
their surplus from the needy". 2 The same idea is expressed in the
following line of al-Hansa: tDiwan, rst ed., p. 60, II): la yaqsiru
l-fadla <ala nafsihi bal 'indahs; man nabahii[i l-fu¢iil "He used not to
withhold the surplus for his own benefit, but whoever sought him
out, met with abundant surpluses"," Also the following passage by
'Urwa b. al-Ward appears to imply this idea (Diwan, ed. Noldeke,
no. 31, 4): (4) tawalla Banii Zabbiina <anna bifa¢lihim wawadda
Sarikun lau nasiru [anab'udu (5) liyahni' Sarikan watbuhii wali­
qaly,uhii ... "(4) The Banii Zabban moved on with their surplus4and

Sarik desired that we should travel far away. (5) May Sarik enjoy
his milkskin and his milch-camels ... 1".

Noteworthy is the use of the termfa¢l al-miil in the following line
from a poem of Qulla.\:J. b. Hazn, in which he abuses Muqatil b.
Tal(a)ba, a grandson of (the pre-Islamic hero) Qais b. 'Asim, for
giving his daughter in marriage to Yahya b. Abi Hafsa, a man of
Jewish descent (Kamil of Mubarrad, p. 272, 2): ankahto: 'abdaini
targii [adla malihimaIi [ika mimma ragauta t-turbu wal-Iy,agaru "You
have allowed two slaves (that is here: clients, mawali) to marry [into
your family] because you hoped for the 'surplus of their property'
-may, because of what you hoped for, dust and stones get into

1 Fadl as-siid in the following passage (Garir in N aqa'iq" ed. Bevan,
p. 35, 15) must certainly be understood in the same sense: walau qubira
t-Taimiyu tusnma da'auiahi; ila [adli eiidin ga'a ya!lbu mina l-qabri "and if
a Tamimite were buried and one invited him to the 'surplus' of a meal, he
would come crawling out of his grave."

2 De Sacy, Grammaire arabe, II, § 312 interprets: " ... , tandis que d'autres
que toi refusent leurs bienfaits aceux qui sont dans le besoin,' and the same
interpretation is given by Wright, Arabic grammar, II. § 302, rem. b, and
Philippi, Der Status eonstruetus im Hebrdischen, etc., p. 6. "What is refused,"
can, of course, not be designated as a benefaction (d. n. 4).

3 De Coppier, Le Diuiiin. d'ot-Hansn», p. 155, translates: "Ses dons ne sont
point des dons de I'egoisrne, quiconque entre chez lui, est dans l'abondance."

4 Noldeke (p. 87 of his edition) translates: "Die Banu Zabban zogen von
uns ihre Wohltaten zuriick ... "
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your mouth".' The question arises whether the"surplus of property"
which a man, in marrying off his daughter, may expect from her
husband, is identical with mahr in the original sense of the word:
"purchase price of the bride," or whether the term here must be
taken to have the same meaning as in the above-quoted passages
(e.g., in the narrative of Nabiga al-Gadi and 'Abdallah b. az­
Zubair, v. above p. 235). With respect to the "bridal money" we
find the term [adl obviously also used in the following passage
(scholion of Ifamiisah, ed. Freytag, p. 193, o-rr): "'Adi b. 'Artah
wrote to 'Umar b. 'Abdalaziz asking him for permission to marry
the wife of Yazid b. al-Muhallab; whereupon 'Umar wrote to him:
, ... in kiina [ika jafj,lun ja'ud biM 'alii 'iyiilika, If you have a
'surplus', bestow it on your family (women and children)"."

The meaning "surplus of property" is clearly also expressed by
the term [adl al-mdl in the following line of the poet (living in the
'Abbasid period) Abu Sira 'a (Agiini 20, 42, o-r r}: (9) Bani Sarriina
in ratiat #yiibi wakalla 'ani l-'asirati [adlu. mdii ... (rr) alam aku
min sariiti Bani Nu'aimin ... "0 Banii Sarran l, if my garments are
ragged and the surplus of my property is too weak to serve my tribe
... , have I not been one of the chiefs of the Banfi Nu 'aim ... ?"

Fadl as technical term for the "surplus" which is granted to a man
of lower social standing (the client) by the well-to-do, mighty man
on whom he is dependent, is very clearly apparent in the following
passage (Agiini 13, r ro, 14ff.)-although it is not used here in
connection with an intended act of charity, as in the other passages:
"(Muzaiqiya: 'Amr b. '.Amir, of Marib's people, said-so the tale
goes-to the Gurhumites in Mecca, when he, after the bursting of
the dam, had gone with his people from Yemen to the North in
search of new domiciles:) .,. ja'in abaitum aqamtu 'alii kurhikum
iumma lam tarta'i; ma'i illii [adlan. walii tasrabu illii ranqan ... "
.. , and if you refuse, I will stay without your consent; you, in my
presence, will pasture only 'surplus' and drink only muddy water

"
Fadl, "surplus of possessions," the part of the property of a man

reserved for charity, appears again in the following passage (Hudail
258, 28): wadi waraqin min jafj,li miilika miiluhu wadi l:tiigatin qad
rista laisa lahu [adl« "and many a man who is now the owner of

1 Regarding the use of the dual ('abdaini) , d. the use of the plural in
connection with the same event, ibid. p. 172, 17 (baniit) and p. 272, 5 (baniit
and mawiili).
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money (silver coins) ,-his property comes from the surplus of your
property ... ". Cf. also [Ju-r-Rumma S7, 69: yuqassimu jaq,lahu ...
"he is in the habit of distributing the surplus (of) his (property) ... " .1

We must assume the same meaning in a passage in which Abu
Qais b. Abi Anas, one of the homines religiosi of the pre-Islamic
period, in giving his people precepts for a moral conduct of life, does
not simply recommend charity to them, but mentions the existence
of [adl ("surplus") as a prerequisite for its exercise. Ibn Hisdm. 349,
6: ... wa'in kana [adl« l-lJairi fikum ja'afrj,ilu c c ••• and if you have
a surplus of goods, relinquish it (that is, be charitable)!" (d. below
p. 246).

The same social custom which requires the owner of property to
give up its "surplus" (in the above-discussed special sense of the
word) is implied in [adl. as used in the following passage (Ijizanat
al-adab 4, 367, IS ff.). A desert traveller who descends to a well
invites a wolf to be his guest in drinking. The wolf, modest and well­
bred as he is, is ready to accept this friendly offer of a human being
on one condition only, namely, that the water show a "surplus"
beyond the need of the inviting human. We quote the passage:
(I) wama'in kalauni l-gisli qad 'ada aginan qalilin bihi l-asieat« ji
baladin ma/:tli (2) wagadtu 'alaihi q,-q,i'ba ya'wi ka'annahu lJali'un
lJala min kuUi malin wamin ahli (3) jaqultu lahu ya q,i'bu hal laka
ji jatan yuwasi bila mannin 'alaika wala buMi (4) [aqdla hadiika
Uahu lir-ruSdi innama da'auta lima lam ya'tihi sabu'un qabli (S)
jalastu bi'atihi wala astaWuhu walaki-sqini in kana ma'uka q,a jaq,li
(6) jaqultu 'alaika l-hauda inni taraktuhu wafi $igwihi [adl« l-qaliisi
mina s-sagli (7)[aiarraba yasta'wi q,i'aban ka{iratan wa'addaitu kulla
man hawahu 'ala sugli "At a drinking place whose color resembled
that of a washing-mixture, and which had become putrid from
long disuse, where one could hardly hear a sound, situated in a
waste land-I have found a wolf, howling like a man expelled from
his tribe, forsaken by 'possessions and family', (3) and I spoke to
him: '0 wolf! Would you like a man to help you, not in a stingy
manner and without thinking of recompense from you?' (4) He
answered [me]: 'God lead you the right path! You have invited me
to something which has not been bestowed upon a beast before.
(S) I will not go to it and won't have the heart to do it. However,
if your drinking-place has a surplus, allow me to drink!'. (6) There-

1 The explanation of the scholion: farJluhu: 'a!iiyiihu, "farJluhu means his
.gifts' ", is incorrect.



"THE SURPLUS OF PROPERTY"

upon I said: 'The cistern is at your disposal! I have left it with still
a bucket-full in its corner.! as much as a young she-camel needs.
(7) Thereupon he howled with joy and made many wolves howl
with him, and I allowed everyone [of my companions] whose mind
was intent upon labor, to hurry ahead to his goal( ?)."

The water that is offered as [adl, "surplus", by a man to a wolf,
is "surplus" in the same special sense of the word as the pasture
and the water which the South-Arab Muzaiqiya" is reported (in
Agani 13, noff., quoted above p. 239) to have offered to the
Gurhumites as [adl, "surplus" (after satisfying his own needs). The
transfer of this motif to a situation in which a wolf considers the
acceptance of a favor as possible only on condition that the favor
is a "surplus" of the possessions of the benefactor, shows how
pronounced and deeply rooted the idea of "surplus of property"
was in the social attitudes of the Arab. The prohibition to refuse
ja¢l al-ma> is indeed a sunna of the Prophet and applies also to water
used for irrigation (see, e.g., Yahya b. Adam, Kit. al-ljarag, p.6gff.,
moreover see Buhari, II, 159, penult., and passim). In this context
we must also mention the following line of Dibil (apud Di'bil b.
<Ali; the life and works oj an early <Abbiisid poet, by L. Zolondek.
Lexington, Ig6r. No. 109, 2; p. 47) : la yaqbisu l-garu minhum [adla
narihim "The client (or: neighbour) is not used to take from them
the surplus of their [burning] fire [-wood]" (Zolondek, p. 107, inter­
prets: "Their neighbour does not seek the benefit of their fire").

In its application to charity, the plural ju¢ul (to the singular
[adl, "excess, redundance") ordinarily clearly shows the concrete
meaning of "surplus (of property)"-in contrast to the singular [ad!
in which the secondarily developed meaning of "beneficience, favor"
(see below, p. 246) can sometimes not clearly be distinguished from
its original meaning ("excess of property"). We quote A <sa, no. 32,
39-4I: (39) wa>iq,a q,u l-ju¢uli danna. <ani l-mauld wa$arat li!Jimiha
l-a!Jlaqu (40) wamasa l-qaumu bil-cimadi ila r-razlui wa>a<ya t:
musima» aina l-masdqu (41) a!Jaq,u [adlahwm hunaka waqad yagri
<ala ja¢lihii l-qida7}u l- Citaqu "(39) and when the owner of 'surplus'
is in the habit of economizing and stinting towards his client (that

1 As to ~igw "side (corner) of the cistern or bucket" in this connection
withjar/l al-ma>, d. !}u-r-Rumma, no. 52, 56-57: (56) jaqultu lahu (that is, to
my servant, gulam) Cud jaltamis [adla ma>ihii (that is, mii? al-bi>r) . . . (57)
jaga>at [id-dalwu] bimuddin ni~juhu d-dimnu aginun kama>i s-salii fi ~igwihii

i.e., ~igw ad-dalw) yataraqraqu.
2 Thus we have to read instead of al-musimu of the edition.
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is, in the times of drought and great want) and the traits of character
manifest their true nature 1 (40) and the people go with wooden
sticks to the emaciated camels [and place them under the bellies
of the animals to support them] and he who leads the cattle to
pasture knows not where to drive it [since there is no vegetation],
(41) then (huneika) they attain their superiority (in glory and honor
over other men), since [in the maisir-game, as is well known] the
'old' (noble) arrows [with which the noble clan in question is com­
pared] behave (literally 'run') according to their excellency and win
the day [against the ineffective arrowsj't.s Cf. also (Ibn Hisam,
Sirat Rasidi-lldh, p. 631, 9-12): (9) fa'in tas'ali iumma lei tukrjabi

1 In connection with our interpretation of the expression [asiirai li!Jimiha,
d. Zuhair no. 18, 13: karjalika lJimuhum walikulli qaumin irja massathumu
4-4arra'u lJimu "Such is their true nature, and the true nature of all people
becomes manifest when adversity befalls them" (d. Koran, 10, 22: min
ba'di darrii?« massathum). Cf. also Labid no. 2, 20 (I]illidi, p. 9, v. 3): wakam
jina irja ma l-mahlu abdii nilzasa l-qaumi min sarnhin. ha4umi "and how many
generous and charitable ones do we find among us at the time when rain­
lessness reveals the nature of man." We find the same idea expressed in a
modified form in A'sa no. 21, 42-43: (42) faiaba lahi; usulan gamilun wa'as­
liibu. qatlin wa'anjaluha (43) ila baiti man ya'tarihi n-nadii irja n-najsu
a'gabaha maluha "and in the evening (after a successful raid) there come
into his house (captured) camels and the spoils of killed men and the booty­
into the house of one whom generosity 'befalls' at a time when the soul
delights in her possessions (that is: at the time of want and drought, when
even the well-to-do and rich stint)." 'vVe compare the content of the temporal
clause with irja with the content of the clause with irja in -Amr b. Qami'a
no. 2, 4: uqari4u aqtoiiman. ja'uji quru4ahum wa'ajjun irja arda n-nufusa
salzilzuha " ... I respect myself, [and am generous] what time niggardliness
brings ruin to those who suffer from it"-Lyall's translation. More literally:
"at the time when the niggardly souls destroy themselves." We mention also
A'sa3, 22-24: (22) wama n-Nilu ... (24) yauman bi'agwada narila.n minhu
irja najsu l-balJili tagahhamat su"alaha "and the (Babylonian) Nile is ...
never more generous than he (the extolled chief) is wont to be at the time
when the soul of the stingy man shows an unkind face to those who ask
its help." The common element in all these passages is the fact that they
obliquely circumscribe the idea of the "time of greatest want" by the idea
of the "time when the generosity-or niggardliness-of men manifests itself
by the giving up-or not giving up-of possessions" (d., e.g., also Nabiga
6, 7 quoted below p. 248).

2 We must interpret similarly the term [adl and its plural fu4ul in the
passage A'sa 23, 8 (where it appears-as in the line of Kutaiyir quoted above
p. 237-in the context of the fulfilment of the "[social] duties," lzuquq; d.
below p. 251): nu'ajikumu bil-haqqi lzatta tabaiyanu 'ala aiyina tu'di l-lzuquqa
ju4uluha "we argue with you until you comprehend who among us (i.e.,
us and you) it is to whose debit the duties incumbent on the surplus [of
property] are fulfilled by it." (For haqq and huqoq, v. above p. 237, n. 3
and below p. 251).
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yu!Jabbirki man qad sa'alti l-yaqinii (10) biranna layiiliya rjiita
l-<i?iimi kunnii timiilan liman ya'iarind (II) talurju n-nugudu
bi'arjrii'inii mina rJ,-rJ,urri ji azamiiti s-sininii (12) bigadwii jurJ,uli uti
wugdinii teabis-sabri wal-barjli jil-mu<diminii " ... (9) and if you [0
woman] ask, he whom you ask will tell you truly: (10) that we, in
the days of evil events, were the protectors of those who sought us
out,! (II) when crowds (or: poor women?) took refuge from want
in our shelters in the years of famine, (12) when we proved generous
with the surpluses of the well-to-do among us and with patience and
liberality towards the destitute". The plural jurJ,ul has the same
meaning, "surpluses", in the following passage (Cal;1i?:, Ifayawiin,
3, 94, 8): !Jabbir tanii'a bani 'Amrin ja'innahumu ulu jurJ,ulin
wa'anjiilin wa'a!Jtiiri. In consideration of the association of the
plural jurJul with gadwii in the above-quoted passage (Ibn Hisam,
631, 12), one may interpret the singular [adl in the passage Ibn
Hisam, p. 801, 1-4 (the poet: Hassan b. Iabit) where it appears in
conjunction with the root gdw, similarly as "surplus": ... (I) ba'da
bni F iitimata l-mubiiraki Ga'jarin !Jairi l-bariyaii kullihii wa'agallihii
... (4) ... wa'aktaruhii irjii mii yugtadii fadlan ... " ... (I) after
the praised son of Fatima, Ca<far b. Abi Talib, the best among men
... (4) ... and the richest in surplus (identical with "benefaction,"
see below p. 246) whenever a such was gotten by begging ... ".

We find the plural jurJ,ul, used as a complementary concept to
amwiil "possessions," also in the following passage in Abu Yfisuf's
Kitiib al!Jariig (ed. Cairo 1302 A.H.), p. 23, 12-13: [aqiila qii'ilun
qabili; $-$ulJ:ta <ala qadri !-tiiqati waqiila ii!Jaru ankaru rjiilika wa­
<alimu anna fi aidihim amwiilan wafurJ,ulan tarjhabu in u!Jirju bit­
tiiqati wa'abau illii sai'an musamman. Fagnan in his translation of
the book (p. 63) renders amwiil wajurJ,ul by "des biens et des revenus."
As against this, we recognize here the same characteristic early
Arab concept of "the property and its surplus" which we could
ascertain in a number of other passages.s

1 A. Guillaume, in his translation of the Sira, p. 420, interprets this line
(line 10) as follows: "that on nights when bones were gathered for food (layaliya
data l-'ig;ami), we gave sustenance to those who visited us."

2 In various passages, fadl "surplus," and its plural, fu¢iU, refer to the
surplus of booty, or-more accurately-to the surplus remaining after the
distribution of the booty. We quote the following line by 'Abdallah b. <Anama
(in a poem on the death of Bistarn b. Qais, in Hamasa p. 458, v. 4): laka
l-mirbiivu. minha wa~-~afayii waltukmuka tuan-natitatu wal-fu¢iUu. We refer
for the interpretation of the single terms of which the line is composed,
to Tabrizi's commentary, and quote herefrom the following phrases con-
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The term [adl seems unequivocally to have the same meaning
("surplus of property, subject to the duty of charity") in the follow­
ing Koranic passage (Sura 24, 22): wala ya'iali ulu l-farj,li minkum
wassa'ati an yu'tu uti l-qurbi teal-masdkina wal-muhiigirina Ii sabili
llahi ... Muslim commentators take [adl here to mean "excellency,
nobility," although they admit that the coordinated term sa'o in the
passage has an "economic" meaning. We quote Baidawi on the
passage: ... "ulu l-fadli minkum" Ii d-dini "toassa'ati" Ii l-miili ...
Blachere (Le Coran; traduction nouvelle, 1950), p. 1008, translates:
"Que ceux-ci parmi vous qui jouissent de la faveur [divine] et de
l'aisance ne negligent point de donner aux Proches, aux Pauvres,
aux Emigres dans le Chernin d' Allah!" The most obvious thought
here is, of course, to see ui fad; a concept similar to sa'a coordinated
with it, and thus to ascribe to it a concrete, economic meaning,
"surplus": "Those among you who possess riches and surplus should
not neglect to give to relatives, the poor, etc.";'

The expression furj,ul (or: furj,ul al-amwal) , in its terminological
application discussed above, appears in various utterances attri-

cerning furJiil: walfurJulu rnii fadala walam yanqasim "and al-jurJul is what
remains (after the distribution of the booty) and is not distributed [and
is given to the chief-in the present case to Bistarn b. Qais]," moreover:
uiasaqata . . , l-furJulu fil-Lslam "and al-fudiil was abolished in the period
of Islam." We refer moreover to the following (Islamic) passage (in Marzu­
bani, MU'gam as-su'ara', p. r06, 1. yff., 1. 9): "Yazld b. Habna was a
Ijarigite, and it is he who, after his wife had, in a letter, demanded of him
presents and 'tokens of kindness' (alfaf) , said in a long poem: .. , tualii
ta'ljulina fi l-hadiyati innamii takiinu. l-hadaya min JurJuli l-gana'imi 'don't
blame us (i.e., me) with regard to a present: presents are given from the
surplus which remains after (the distribution of) the booty'."

1 Since the verb [adala, when applied to the concept "property" as well as
to any other concept of a quantitative nature, has the meaning "to exceed,
to be left over" (and not "to be plentiful"), the notion "surplus of property
to be given away" must be considered as being present in the following
passage transmitted in al-Baladuri's A nsiib al-asrd], Istanbul manuscript,
fo1. r034 a, line r6££.: al-Mada'iniYu 'an Abi Is!taqa qala Ijakaru 'inda
l-A!tnafi ragulan faqalu kana sabiyar: tumma sa!t!ta faqala ragulun ya'ljiruhu
wallahi ma sa!t!ta walakin qa'ada bihi Ijahabu malihi [aqiila l-Abnafu inna
l-muriirata la tustata'» ida lam yakun maluha jadilan "al-Mada-inl reports
the following tradition on the authority of Abu Ishaq : In the presence
of al-Ahnaf [b. Qais at-Tarnlmi] a certain man was mentioned and it was
said: 'He was generous, and then he became niggardly.' Thereupon somebody
said in excuse of this man: 'By God! He did not become niggardly, but
the dwindling of his goods made him inactive [with respect to generosity].'
Thereupon al-Ahnaf said: 'The exercise of muru'a (i.e., virtus, in the specific
Arabic sense) becomes impossible, if there is no surplus of property by which
it can be exercised'."
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buted to the caliph 'Umar b. al-Hattab. We quote from at-Tabari's
Annales, I, 2417, 5-6: " ... The Prophet has disposed [of his and
Islam's property] with careful calculation and has used the surplus
for worthy purposes (inna Rasula-llahi qaddara [ateada'a lrfu¢ula
mawa¢i'aha); and also I have disposed [of my and Islam's property]
with careful calculation, and, by God, I shall use the surplus for
worthy purposes!". Further ibid. I, 2774, 13-14: " ... If I had un­
restricted power, I would take the surplus of the rich (la'alJaljtu
fu¢ula amwali l-agniya'i) and distribute it among the poor of the
muhagirun." Similar statements by 'Umar appear ibid. I, 2455, 6-8;
moreover see Buhari, $aMl:t, ed. Krehl, I, 216, 17.

The following passage (at-Tabari ibid., I, 2499, 7-9; d. 2504, 9ff.)
clearly demonstrates the fact that this pre-Islamic idea was, in
early-Islamic times, not just a theoretical principle, but played a
role in practical life: "'Dmar had placed in each of the provincial
capitals cavalry detachments (lJuyul) which varied in size according
to the local circumstances, [paying for the expenses] with the surplus
of the possessions of the Muslims (min fucJuli amwiili l-Muslimina);
he did this in anticipation of any emergency which might arise."

Fadl in this pregnant sense appears also in the following utterance
which the caliph (Utman b. 'Affan is alleged to have made in reply
to accusations of improper use of the public funds entrusted to him
(ibid. I, 2940, 10): "There remained a surplus of property ifadala
[adlur; min malin), and why should I not be permitted to do with
the surplus what I want to do? [If not,] why, then, have I become
chief (imam) [of the Islamic community]?"

Whenever therefore early poets (in sententious statements which
show strong resemblance to one another) reproach the rich for
stinting with their [adl ("surplus"), there can be not doubt, in
view of our preceding discussion, that the term is used in these
passages in the same, special sense. The statements must be con­
sidered as expressions of the idea that the giving up of surplus-no
matter how big-is the basic, strictly-to-be-observed form of charity,
and duty towards one's fellow-men. They presuppose the existence
of a social custom in Arabian society which was an expression of
this idea. We quote Zuhair's Mu'allaqa, v. 52 (51): waman yaku Ija
facJlin fayabhal bifadlih; 'ala qaumihi yustagna 'anhu wayuljmami
"and he who is the owner of surplus and withholds his surplus from
his people, he is dispensed with and is rebuked." Cf. also I;Iiitim
at-Ta'i, no. 39, 3 (= Hamiisa, p. 533, v. I, where the name of the
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poet is given as Muhammad b. Abi Sil;J.ag ad-Dabbi}: iq.ii anta
u'{ita l-ginii iumma lam tagud bifa¢li l-ginii ulfita mii laka /.tiimidu
"If riches have been grantedyouandyou are not generous with the sur­
plus of your riches, it will happen to you that nobody will praise you."

The material presented in the foregoing discussion leads us to the
conclusion that "beneficience, charity" in the genuine Arab sense
of the concept presupposes the existence of a surplus in the posses­
sions of the benefactor, and that [adl. in the meaning of "favour,
charitable gift" has developed from another, more original meaning
of the word: "surplus (of property)".

The change of the meaning "surplus (of property)" to the meaning
"favour, charity, grace" appears with striking clarity in the follow­
ing passage, in which even the idea of "God's grace" implies the
concept of "surplus (of property)" (Buhari, ed. Krehl, II, 79, zff.}:
"There are three [persons] to whom God does not speak on the Day
of Resurrection and at whom he does not look: a man that ... , and
a man that ... , waragulun mana'a [adla mii'ihi; fayaqiilu lliihu
l-yauma amna'uka fa¢U kamii mana'ta [adla mii lam ta'mal yadiika
and a man that has withheld the surplus of his water. God says [to
him]: To-day I withhold from you my 'surplus' (i.e., my 'grace'), as
you have withheld the surplus of what your hands have not created."
(Reckendorf, Arab. Syntax, p. 436, renders: "wie du die Gabe, die
deine Hande nicht geschaffen haben, verweigert hast"; d. our
remark p. 238, n. 2).

The anthropomorphic concept of "God's 'surplus' ", a motif
which demonstrates the overwhelming importance of the idea of
"the surplus of property" in early Arab society, is moreover contain­
ed in the following passage (Tabari, Annales, II, p. 33, 14 ff.;
year A. H. 43): ... wagii'a Sa'sa'tau bnu Sii/.tiina[aqiima [i 'Abdi-l­
Qaisi . . . . (Ibid., p. 34, r ff.) Faqiima [inii ba'da ma $alla l-iasra
[aqiila: Y ii ma'sara 'ibiidi lliihi inna lliiha walahii l-hamdu ka[iran
lammii qasama l-Iadla baina l-Muslimina 1Ja$$akum minhu (variant:
1Ja$$ahum jihi) bi'a/.tsani l-qismi ja'agabtum ilii dini lliihi llaq.i
1Jtiirahii lliihu linafsihi warta¢iihu limalii'ikatihi warusulihi. Instead
of [inna lliiha] walahii l-hamda ka[iran, a manuscript (see the
apparatus, ibid., p. 34, note a) reads: [inna lliiha] walahii l-hamdu
ka[iru l-mdli. We consider this reading as the original and only
correct one, and suspect that it was changed with the purpose of
avoiding the quasi-strange idea of "God's property and its sur­
plus". However, it goes without saying that fadl as object of the
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verb qasama "to divide (distribute)", and likewise as supplement of
mal "property", can only mean "surplus"-but not "benefaction,
favor". Apart from this, the concept "benefaction" in a context
of this type would require a possessive suffix: "his benefaction
(favor)". Moreover, we consider the phrase baina l-Muslimina
(following the words lammii qasama l-fadlai as a later, unjustified
insertion, caused by the erroneous interpretation of al-fadl in the
sense of "favor" (or "excellence" = "what is excellent"). Accord­
ingly, we interpret the qnoted passage as follows: " ... and Sa 'sa'ah
b. Siihan arrived and rose among the [Banfi] 'Abd-al-Oais [for the
purpose of making a speech, !Jutbah]. . .. And he rose among us
after the afternoon prayer, and he said: 'Oh ye servants of God!,
God-Praise be to Him!-is rich in property: When He distributed
the surplus (namely, among the people of the earth), He favored
you (i.e., the Arabs, or Muslims) with the best share of it, and you
accepted God's religion which God chose for Himself, and which
He approved for His angels and His apostles."

An interesting variation of the concept of "surplus of property"
we recognize in the concept of "surplus of taxes." We refer in this
context to the following passage (apud Ibn Hagar, al-Tsiiba ji
tamyiz as-sahdb«, Cairo 1358/1939, I, 275): "When Sa 'd b. Abi
Waqqas had collected the !Jarag, a surplus remained ifafadalat
ja¢latun) , and he informed [hereof] 'Umar [b. al-Hattab]. The latter
ordered him to distribute it among the 'Quran-readers' (qurra' al­
Qur'an) and he did so. In the following year ... [<Umar] wrote to
him: 'Distribute it among those who displayed heroism in battle
and caused losses to the enemy (ahl al-balii'i wannikayati fil- <aduwi)
... ". Fa¢l(at) al-!Jarag is obviously the complimentary concept to
the concept of $ulb al-!Jarag "fund (or: stock) of the !Jarag", as
used in the following line (Baladuri, Ansiib, vol. 5, ed. S. D. Goitein,
191, 16) : ba<u t-tigara ia'iima l-ardi waqtasamu sulba l-!Jaragi si!:ta!:tan
qismata n-najali (subject of the verbs is al-<ummal). ($ulb al-!Jarag
is identical with asl al-!Jarag; d. $ulb al-mdl = asl al-mal).

Additional note: to Kujaiyir's line in Gal].i?, IJayawiin 4. 177, 5 (quoted
above p. 237).

Our translation of the phrase afiida l-miila, which occurs in Kutai­
yir's line, was: "when he acquires property." In the following we
would like to give further evidence for afiida in the sense of "to
acquire." "Acquisition" for the sake of practising charity, as
mentioned in the quoted line and expressed by afiida, we under-
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stand as "acquisition through raids," that is, abduction of herds,
etc., of other tribes after predatory raids. Not only afiida, but also
the verb ordinarily used for "acquiring," kasaba, is employed to
denote this special form of breadwinning. This type of bread­
winning-kasaba "to 'acquire' through predatory raids"-for the
sake of destitute fellow tribesmen is reported, e.g., of 'Urwa b. al­
Ward (Aganil II, 193, 2 = Agani4 (Beirut 1955, III 15),-the phrase
used in this context is ksb followed by an accusative designating the
persons for whom the raids are undertaken-: kana 'Urioatu bnu
l-Wardi fi qaumin ida asdbaihum. sanatun sadidauon ... wakana
'Urioatu bnu l-Wardi ... yaksibuhum [Salhani in his selections from
Agani: Ranniit al-maidlit wal-matani fi riwayat al-Agiini; I, p. r30
ult., gives the following vocalisation: yuksibuhum) "When 'Urwa
b. al-Ward's people were hit by a year of drought ... , 'Urwa used
to 'acquire' for them ... ". We quote moreover A (sa Bahila no. 4, 24
(ed. Geyer, in Diwan A 'sa Maimun, p. 267): a!Ju lJurubin wamik­
sabun ida 'adimu ... "[He was] a man of war and a breadwinner
when they suffered want ... ". In the same vein is the following
passage in which afdda appears beside kasaba. A$ma'iyat rz, 9:
mufidun mulaqqii l-fa'idati mu'auwadun lifi'li n-nadd lil-mu'dimati
kasidn; "[He is] a 'breadwinner,' one who hits upon revenue (booty),
one who is used to practising generosity, is wont to 'acquire' for the
[client-] women who suffer want." We quote further Nabiga 6, 7:
(yaquduhumu n-Nu 'manu minhu bi ... ) wagaddin ida !Jaba l-mufi­
duna $a'idi, which Derenbourg, JAs., 6me SeL, t. rz. r868, p. 349,
renders as follows: " ... il est favorise d'un bonheur qui triomphe
Ia ou le sort trahit les plus genereux des hommes:" Without doubt
we must interpret the passage as follows: "(An-Nu'rnan leads them
with ... ) and with a rising [inborn] luck (which includes success)
at the time when the 'acquirers' (i.e., those who are wont to set out
for raids in order to plunder) are without success (that is: at the
time when the circumstances are difficult and do not favor success)."
Likewise in the frequently used phrases mufidun wamutlifun,
mutlifun wamufidun, mitlafun mufidun, etc., mufid must be inter­
preted as "acquiring property in a raid." Thus, e.g., in Mufa¢¢aliyat
no. 69, 3 (p. 550 , 7): ala halaka mru'un ... 'ala l-'illati mitlafun
mufidu, which Lyall renders: "Ah, dead is a man .. " a free spender,
a helpful friend!" (d. Bevan in Glossary of Mufa¢t., ad locum:
mufidun "beneficient"), we render: " ... , a free spender, an 'ac­
quirer' (i.e., an 'acquirer', a free spender-with hysteron proteron-
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arrangement)." Cf. furthermore Ahtal p. 143, 5; Dii-r-Rumma no.
21, 17; Ma 'n b. Aus no. 1,40; etc. The same phrase is expressed by
finite verbs-ufidu wa>utlifu-in Hatim at-TaT's Diwiin, p. 22, 12;
moreover by ufidu iumma ubidu in the following line in Marzubani's
Mu'gam as-su'arii>, p. 497, 13: walaqidman ufidu tumma ubidu
l-miila inni mru>un mufidun mubidu "since olden I acquire, only
to spend the property acquired: I am a man who acquires (and)
squanders." In a more emphatic and abstract way, this idea is
expressed by Abu 1-'Atahiya, Diwiin p. 84, 7: wamii l- 'aisu illii
mustafiidun wamutlafun wamii n-niisu illii mutlifun wamufidu "Life
is nothing but breadwinning and squandering (consuming), and men
are nothing but squanderers (consumers) and breadwinners"." Also
the passage of Ibn Qais ar-Ruqaiyat, no. 23, 3-4: walan upi'a
umurahunna fimii ufidu mina l-ginii-translated by Rhodokanakis:
"ich aber werde ihren [i.e., der TadlerinnenJ Befehlen nicht folgen,
was den Reichtum betrifft, den ich uerschenke"-should be inter­
preted: " ... as to the wealth which I acquire;" the special idea here
expressed is identical with that contained in Kutaiyir's Iine.s We
mention also the following line of A'sa Maimun (no. 65, 21) where
the idea of "acquiring and squandering" (the first concept expressed
by the loth stem, istafiida)3 appears again in a hysteron proteron­
arrangement: fatan yu'!i l-gazila wayastafidu " ... a man who gives

1 The idea contained in the two last quotations has possibly to be connect­
ed with the idea contained in the following passage, ascribed to the pre­
Islamic hero Mugamma-b. Hilal iHamasa, p. 342, V. 5-P. 343, v. I): waoailin
... [qadJ lahidtu wagunmin qad hatuaitu. walaljljatin ataitu wamii-Ijii l-'ailu
illii t-tamattu'u "Ofttimes have I taken part in raids, and have seized booty,
and in many a pleasure have I delighted: and is life anything but enjoy­
ment ?"

2 For afiida in the sense of "to acquire" see moreover Ifamasa, p. 713,
v. 5; p. 755, v. 2; Muzahim al-'UqailI no. 10, 2.

3 We cite some further instances for istafiida used in similar contexts and
in the same sense as afiida. Ifamiisa, p. 397, v. I: agarru kami~biilzid-dugunna­
ti yattaqi qaljii z-ziidi lzattii tustafiida aJiiyibuh "[He isJ bright-faced, like the
lamp which lights up the darkness; he bewares of unclean food and does
not rest until he acquires the choicest food." (The food which is acquired
through looting, is here a metaphor for the noble or heroic deed which is
also "acquired;" d. 'Antara 19, 12: walaqad abitu 'alii J-Jawii wa>a?alluhu
lzattii aniila bihi karima l-markali, and our discussion above p. III if.).
Moreover, Laqlt b. Ya'mar (in Muotiiriit b. al-$agari, I (Cairo, 1925),
p. 3): yas'ii tuayahsabu anna l-miila muOliduhu iljii stafiida tarifa« ziidahu
Jama'ii "He exerts himself and thinks that wealth will procure him eternal
life-whenever he acquires property, it increases his greed." Tarif (or:
mutarraf [e.g., A'sa 8, 52J) is the property which the man acquires himself­
in contrast to the property which he inherits from his ancestors itatid,
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generous gifts and 'acquires' (i.e., acquires precious things and gives
them away)." Similarly we understand also Labid, Mu'allaqa, v. 80:
rju karamin yu'inu 'alii n-nadd sam/:tun kasab« ragii'ibin ganniimuhii
"[he is] a noble one that helps [others] to practise liberality, [he is]
generous, one who acquires precious things, taking them as booty
(that is: he takes precious things as booty, in order to be either
generous himself or to help others to practise liberalityr'"! In this
context it is interesting to note that in the modern Arabic dialect

or: tiilid, or: mutallad [e.g., A'sa, ibid.. schoI.]). In the case that tari] is
dependent on a verb with the meaning "to acquire" (which possibly may
not be linguistically expressed), it should of course be interpreted as "proper­
ty," without any additional or modifying expression. E.g., Labid no. 6,4:
[alii ana ya'tini tarifur: bifarhatin. mald. ana mimmt; ahdaia d-dahru gazi'u.
which Ringgren, Studies in Arabian fatalism (Uppsala, 1955), p. 55, inter­
prets as follows: "Novelties bring no joy for me and I do not despair at
that which Time produces" (ef. Brockelmann's translation: "Neues bringt
mir keine Freude ... ), should be rendered: "[The acquisition of] property
brings no joy for me ... " 'Amr b. Kultum (in Marzubani, Mu'gam as­
su 'ara>, p. 203, 2) expresses this idea in the following form: lastu in atraftu
miilan farihan wa'iqa atlaftuhii lastu ubali, Atra]a, as the verb governing
mal "property" and as the counterpart of atlafa "to loose, to quander" (ef.
the combination afiida wa'atlafa in the instances quoted above), can here
of course not be translated otherwise than by "to acquire": "I do not
exult when I acquire property and if I loose (or: waste) it I do not care."­
We quote further some passages in which istafiida "to acquire for oneself"
appears in contexts of different character. Abu Nuwas, Weinlieder, ed.
Ahlwardt, no. 53, 4: 'uttiqat fi d-diniini J:tatta stafiidat niira samsi tj,-tj,uJ:ta
wabarda ;r-;rilali "It (the wine) was stored up in jars until it had acquired
the fire of the morning sun and the coolness of the shades." And the following
line quoted by Gazza.ll, Thyii? 'ulum addin (Cairo, 1289), 2, 204, 1: wakam
suqtu fi aJarikum min nasihatin. waqad yastafidu l-bigdata l-mutana:;:;iJ:tu
"and many a sincere advice have I given you !-However, the sincere
gain nothing but great hatred."

1 Noldcke. Ficnf M o'ailaqiit, II, p. 63, renders: " ... ein Edelmiitiger, der
zur Freigebigkeit hilft, ein Sanfter, der (aber) herrliche Sachen erwirbt
und erbeutet." For samb (pI. sumahii>, sauuimih ; abstract noun samaJ:t)
in the meaning of "generous" (Noldeke: "sanft") compare also Hassan
b. Tabit no. 8, IS, where this (active) meaning of the word is clearly appar­
ent: ioabadalt« qa rahl; wakuntu bihi samhan lahum [i 1-'usri wal-yusri
"and I was wont to give away the content of my saddle-bag and to be gener­
ous with it towards them (i.e., my travel companions) both when I was
a possessor of wealth and when I lived in poverty." Moreover ef. Tarafa
no. 3, 9: sumu/aJ:ta'u l-faqri agwadu I-gina siidatu s-sibi ma!Jariqu l-murud
"they are generous when they are poor, liberal when they are rich, lords
when they are old, heroes when they are young." (Seligsohn, Diwan de
Tarafa, Paris 1901, Translation, p. 61-in agreement with al-A'Iaru's
commentary-interprets: "Leurs pauvres etaient doux (sumaJ:ta'), leurs
riches bienfaisants, leurs vieillards princes et leurs imberbes prodigues").­
For ma!Jariq, translated by us: "heroes," we refer to the phrase ... nasi'an
mi!Jraqa J:tarbin... " ... young men, 'whirligigs' of war ... " in Ifamasa
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of 'Oman, the root ksb ("to acquire")-without any additional,
modifying expression-is used in the special sense, known to us
from the above-quoted passages, of "acquisition by raiding and
plundering (robbing)." We quote the following passage from
C. Reinhardt's book Ein arabischer Dialekt gesprochen in 'Oman
and Zanzibar (Stuttgart & Berlin, 1894), p. 205, infra: baso (or: ifo
sseleb, or: stilbo) yqulo l-kissiibe yom ylaqyo 'arab ji ttariq u ybaiyo
ykisbuhum au yu!J4u-lhum tama'hum. "ergebt euch (liter.: kiiBt die
Erde) sagen die Wegelagerer, wenn sie Leute unterwegs antreffen,
die sie berauben oder denen sie ihre Habe abnehmen wollen."

In A$ma'iyat 12, 9, quoted above p. 248, the noun ja'idat, pl. of
ja'idat-, is contained. This noun, as applied in the passage, has to be
considered as associated with the verb afiida (or: istajada) in the
specific sense of "to 'acquire' property in a raid." We have therefore
to interpretja'idat- (in contexts of this kind) as "object of 'acquisi­
tion' (in a raid), booty." We quote some further instances of fii'idat-,
pI.jawa'idu andja'idat, in this sense. !jansa', DIll, V. 9-10 (rst ed.,
p. 17): (9) ... wala $ul!;la !;latta nastafida l-!Jara'ida (10) jaqad garati
l- 'adatu anna ladd l-waga sanazjaru toal-insiinu. yabgi l-jawa'ida
"(9) ... there will be no peace [with themJ until we will have capt­
tured the chaste maidens. (10) For it is our habit, that we, in the
turmoil of battle, lay hold [on bootyJ-and man seeks spoils"."
Moreover Agani 18, 137, 5: agdra s-Sulaiku 'ala Bani 'Uwara batnin.
min Bani M iiliki bni Dubai'ata jalam yazfa« minhum bija'idatin ...

p. 702, V. 2. We moreover note that malJariq in Tarafas line appears in a
context (beside murd) in which we ordinarily meet gatiirif "chiefs, heroes,"
(in the dictionaries explained as "generous, liberal"), e.g. Farazdaq p. 145.4:
gatarija murdin. sddatin wa'asayibi; CAntara 16,6: al-murdu l-gatariju;
apud Tayalisi, Kitdb a{-Mukatara -inda I-murj,akara, ed. Geyer, p. 38, 6:
kuhiilan uiasubbiinan. gatarijatan murud; Hassan b. Iabit no. ISS, 17: siidiqi;
l-barsi gatariju julJur).-Moreover we mention the following examples for
samh. (samaM in the meaning "generous" ("generosity"). Hansa>, B VII,S
(r st ed., p. 5): irj,a rj,akara n-suisu s-samiiha mini mri'in ... rj,akartuka
"whenever people praised the generosity of a man ... I remembered you."
Furthermore, ibid. J:I I, r o (p. II): yandubna [aqda alJf. .. l-giidi ioal-aidi
t-tiwali l-mustafidiiti s-samiimih, In other instances, samh. and samiih. can
hardly be interpreted otherwise than by the more general concept of "mild,
gentle" (in German "sanft", in French "doux"), and "mildness, gentleness,"
respectively-a concept which, however, may include the concept of "gen­
erous" (d. German "rnildc" and "mildtatig"), e.g., Ibn Hisarn, Sira, p.
708, II: samliu I-lJala'iqi magidun rj,ii mirratin . . .

1 De Coppier, Le Diwan d'ai-Hansii", p. 64, translates 1. 10: "Car nous
avons en guerre une coutume: c'est Ie triomphe! L'homme n'oublie point ses
interets."
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"as-Sulaik raided the Banii 'Uwara, a clan of the Banii Malik b.
Dubai'a, and did not seize from them any booty."

The expression /:tuquq as used in Kutaiyir's line, as well as its
sing. /:taqq (d. Agani, quoted above p. 235), is a very important and
significant word in the terminology of Arab social life. Cf., e.g.,
Yazid b. al-Hakam at-Taqafi (lfamasa p. 531, V. 2): ioal-mar'u.
yab!Jalu jil-/:tuquqi walilkalalati ma yusimu "And the man stints
with respect to 'the duties' and drives [his cattle] to pasture for his
collateral relations [who will inherit it]." Furthermore, Hamdsa
p. 529, v. 4: wa'rij ligarika haqqahi; toal-haqq« ya'rijuhu l-karimu,
and quite similarly A'sa 62, 5. This idiomatic usage of haqq, /:tuquq
explains the fact that the term /:tuquq which originally-and ex­
clusively-denoted the concept of "duties" (or "rights", respect­
ively) may also secondarily mean the help rendered to the needy.
This can be inferred from the fact that it can be the object of the
verb "to give." We refer to the following passages from the Diwan
of Labid. No. 12, 4 (Halidi p. 58, v. 2): nu'!i /:tuquqan 'ala l-ahsdbi
ej,aminatan /:tatta yunauwiru fi quryanihi z-zaharu "We give /:tuquq,
which guarantee our honor, until the flowers bloom at the ditches."
Also ibid., no. 40, 73 (Huber-Brockelmann, p. 25): wa'a'!au
/:tuquqan ej,umminuha wiratatan 'i?ama l-gijani ... "And they gave
/:tuquq which were entrusted to them [by their forefathers] as
heritage: (namely) the large plates [filled with camel meat] ... ".
This meaning of /:tuquq as a term for an established social institution
becomes especially apparent in passages where it is used in the
context of non-fulfillment of what it implies (Agani 2, 193, 12,
continuation of the passage quoted above p. 248): ... iumma inna
lldha 'azza wagalla qaiyada lahi; ragulan $il/:tiba mi'atin mina l-ibili
qad jarra biM min /:tuquqi qaumihi waq,alika auwala ma albana
n-niisu. ... "... Thereupon God-he is mighty and sublime­
destined for him (i.e., for 'Urwa b. aI-Ward who had gone plundering,
in order to fulfil the /:tuqttq towards his fellow tribesmen) a man, an
owner of hundred camels, who had 'fled with them from the /:tuquq
(which means here: the rights) of his fellow tribesmen'; and this
happened at the beginning of the milk-rich season ... ". The positive
counterpart to [arra min /:tuquqi qaumihi is addli /:tuquqa qaumihi (cf.,
e.g., A 'sa Nahsal no. 25, I, in DiwanA 'sa Maimun, ed. Geyer, p. 299).
Cf. also above p. 237, n. 3 and p. 242, n. 2.1

1 We mention some further instances in which this specific sense of lzaqq
is clearly apparent. Qutami 6, 18; arii l-haqqa Iii ya'yii 'alaiya sab'iluhu itjii
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qiifani lailan masa l-qurri qii'ifu. Hatirn at-Ta'i no. 82, 7: waqumtu ilii bark in
higiinin u'idduhu liwagbati haqqin. ndsilir: ana fii'iluh. Agiini II, 14, 7: ...
faqum binii nad!Jul ilii manzilika lzattii nugiba 'alaika haqqan biq-qiyiifati
[aqiima masriiran. fa'ad!Jalanii fa'atii bi!a'iimin kiina qad a'addahii, Agiini
8, 80,-2: ... kiina li'abi l-Mulzallaqi sarafun famiita . . . wabaqiya l-Muhal­
laqu waJaliiJu a!Jawiitin walam yatruk lahum illii niiqatan wiilzidatan walzullatai
burudin gaiyidatin yasuddu bihii l-huqicqa, Ahtal p. 104, 4: !zusdun 'alii
l-haqqi (variant: ... 'alii l-!Jairi); d. Ka'b b. Zuhair (ed. Kowalski) no.
4,21: humu ... 1-!zuSdu (in textu: lzasdu) fi l-qirii "they are such who exert
themselves to [fulfil the duty of] entertaining guests." Hansa>, RIll, 10
(rst ed., p. 29): wakii'in qaranta l-haqqa min Jaubi safioatin wamin siibih in.
!irfin wamin kii'ibin bikri (De Coppier, Le Diwan d'al-Hansa>, p. 83, reads­
without justification-qaraita d-daifa instead of qaranta l-!zaqqa).



CHAPTER NINE

THE RETURN OF THE HERO: AN EARLY

ARAB MOTIF*

In his study "Ein sonderbarer Anonymus des ersten Jahrhunderts
d. H.", in Oriens, vol. 16 (1963), p. 89-98, W. Caskel tries to sub­
stantiate that various passages in the Diwiin of al-A (sa Maimiin
are based on interpolation and actually originate from what he
presumes to be an anonymous poet whom he regards as a person­
ality of a certain historic significance. We deal below above all else
with the first of these passages which is the most important and the
most interesting.

In order clearly to show the facts implied in the transmitted
text, the best and the simplest way would probably be to quote
Caskel's statements to this passage in extenso (loc. cit., p. 89):
"al-A (sa No. 36 beginnt mit den Versen:

(1) mii ta'if« l-yauma [i t-tairi r-raieah.
min guriibi l-baini au taisin barak

(2) giilisan fi nafarin qad ya'isu
min maMli l-qiddi min $aJ:tbi QuzaJ:t

(3) 'inda {ji mulkin idii qila lahi;
fiidi bil-miili tarii1Jii toamazah.

(4) fala'in rabbuka min rahmatib;
kasafa d-daiqata (annii wafasaJ:t

(5) au la'in. kunnii kaqaumin halaku
mii liJ:tayyin yiilaqaumin min [alak

(6) laya'iidan li-Ma(addin (akruhii
dalagu l-laili wata'1Jiidu l-minah.

(7) innamii nahnu kasai'in fiisidin
fa'idii aslahahi; lliihu salab

1. Welches Zeichen willst du heut' befragen
von den zerstreuten Omina, urn wahrzusagen ?
Den Raben, der die Trennung kundet,
den Bock, der deinen Weg von rechts her kreuzt ?

* Revised from the article published in Studia orientalia in memoriam
C. Brockelmann (Halle 1968), p. 9-28.
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2. In einem Kreis von Mannern sitzend,
Gefahrten des Quzal)., die der Verzweiflung hingegeben
der Fessel wegen, die ein Jahr lang wahrt.

3. Bei einem Herrscher, der, so man ihm rat,
fiir Geld und Gut Gefangene frei zu lassen,
aus Stolz sich abkehrt und dariiber scherzt.

4. Wenn der HERR dann wirklich aus Barmherzigkeit
von uns nimmt den Druck und macht Enges weit ...

5. Oder wenn wir wirklich sind wie Leute, die dem Untergang
geweiht,

Keinem Lebenden, Ihr Leute!, stand des Gliickes Dauer je
bereit.

7. Wir sind nichts als ein verderblich Ding.
Nur wenn Gott Gedeihen schenkt, gedeiht's.

Der unzureichende und liickenhafte Kommentar bezieht die Verse
auf den Kummer und die Besorgnis des Dichters urn einen gefahr­
deten oder kranken Gonner, den letzten arabischen Gouverneur
von al-Hira, Iyas b. Qabi:;>a, dem das Gedicht gewidmet sei. Das
letztere ist, wenigstens teilweise, richtig. Aber daB die Metapher
der "Fessel" in Vers 2 und die ihr entsprechende in v. 4 eben jene
Besorgnis des Dichters und seiner Gefahrten bildlich darstellen, ist
Unsinn; denn dazu passen die Bilder iiberhaupt nicht und erst recht
nicht die verzweifelte Resignation in v. 5. Quzal).in v. 2 sei ein Mann,
heiBt es weiter im Kommentar. Aber das stimmt hier nicht. Schlagt
man ein geographisches Lexikon ... nach, so zeigt es sich, daB Q.
ein Berg bei Mekka ist. Damit wird ohne weiteres klar, was jene
Bilder bedeuten: eine lange Belagerung von Mekka, die den Ein­
geschlossenen kaum eine Aussicht auf Entsatz lafit. Da eine solche
aus der "Heidenzeit" nicht bekannt ist, muB eine der beiden in den
friihen Islam fallenden gemeint sein. Nun hat die erste-erfolglose­
Belagerung Mekka's, wo der Gegenkalif (Abdallah b. az-Zubair
residierte, nur knapp zwei Monate des Jahres 64/683 gedauert, die
zweite-erfolgreiche-iiber sechs vom 1. Dii>l-Qa'da 72/25. Marz
692 an. Auf diese beziehen sich die Verse. maf:til, "ein Jahr wahrend",
ist also eine Ubertreibung, ... Die Verse A (sa 36, 1-7 sind ein Aus­
bruch der Verzweiflung eines treuen Anhangers der Zubairiden tiber
die bevorstehende Katastrophe und vielleicht ein Hilferuf, der aus
der belagerten Stadt hinausgeschmuggelt wurde; denn es ist,
wenigstens vorlaufig, nicht einzusehen, warum er jene Verse einem
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Gedichte des A'sa einfiigte, wenn er damit nicht etwas verbergen
wollte, namlich jenen Zweck."

Following a discussion of various other passages which he ascribes
to what he feels to be an anonymous poet (see below p. 280££.),
Caskel reaches the following conclusion (l.c., p. 97): " ... Wenn er
damals, also 38/659, 20 Jahre zahlte, so war er beim Fall Mekkas,
73/692,55 Jahre alt ... ". Finally, Caskel expresses the presumption
that the unknown poet could perhaps be identified as the author
of the report concerning Abu Darr al-Gifari in the tradition of Ibn
Ishaq (Ibn Hisam, ed. Wustenfeld, 900 seq.).

In his translation of the quoted passage from al-A'sa's Diwan
(no. 35), Caskel omits line 6 (l.c., p. 89, n. I): "Vers 6, identisch mit
Vers 25, ist hier zu streichen." In this respect he follows Geyer's
suggestion (in the apparatus to his edition of the Diwan) , who
maintains that line 6 would, due to its content, be out of place.
We note that in Caskel's interpretation of the quoted passage the
protasis constituted by line 4 lacks its apodosis. It is obvious that
Caskel relates the apodosis present in the second hemistich of line 5
to the protasis expressed in the first hemistich of line 5 not only
to the latter, but also to the protasis present in line 4. This con­
struction does not yield a satisfactory meaning. We recognize the
apodosis to the protasis constituted by line 4 in line 6 struck out
by Geyer and Caskel. Therefore line 6 ought to be maintained and
placed before line 5.

According to tradition (see, e.g., al-Baihaqi, K. al-Maf:1,asin wal­
masawi, ed. Schwally, p. I38, I8-I9), al-A'sa spoke these lines
at the time Iyas b. Qabisah was ill. This traditional interpretation
of the poem as having been composed by al-A'sa at the time of the
illness of Iyas is supported by Muhammad Husain in his edition of
al-A'sa's Diwan (Cairo I950, based on Geyer's first edition). This
causes him to interpret the term in line 2: min muf:1,ili l-qiddi "(those
that despair) regarding a person lying already one year long in
chains" to be a metaphor for "a person sick for already one year".
This explanation of min muf:1,ili l-qiddi is related to the interpretation
of the term indicated in the scholion to the text (see Geyer's edition)
according to which "the one having been in chains for one year"
represents a metaphorical designation for the poet himself who is
concerned about the fate of the sovereign: [galisanJ wayurwa:
f:1,alisan, yu!Jatibu najsahu, yaqulu: anta ligammika bi-Iyasin
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wa!Jaujika (alaihi ka>annaka asirun fi asara ... "he speaks to him­
self: (In view of your grief on account of Iyas and in view of your
concern for him you are like a prisoner among the imprisoned'."
Also Caskel (see above) views the expression as a metaphor, how­
ever, of quite a different type in that he relates it to "a siege
lasting already for one year". Caskel considers the term al-qidd "the
(leather) chain" a metaphorical term for the "siege of a city". The
lifting of a siege of a city for which (according to this view) the party
concerned (in other words, according to Caskel, the besieged
Meccans) is imploring and for which it is prepared to pay ransom,
can usually be obtained by abandoning of resistance and capitula­
tion. The payment of some kind of ransom (fidyah) to this end, to
which Caskel relates the wordjadi bil-mali (in line 3) is a matter of
secondary importance which has in itself directly nothing to do with
the lifting of the siege. The payment of "ransom" and especially
the "offering" of such a payment (fada) are characteristic measures
for the purpose of the release of individual prisoners situated in the
hands of enemies or of a ruler. We interpret the quoted passage
literally. We presume that the poet expresses his regard for Iyas
b. Qabi~ah held "in chains" (as a prisoner) by a "king". The fact
that the tradition does not report such an imprisonment of Iyas
does not justify a metaphorical interpretation of the expression
muMI al-qidd the meaning of which is completely clear.

Our assumption that line 3 reports that Iyas is being kept in
chains causes us to replace (in line 4) [ala'in. rabbuka min ra/:tmatihi
kasaja d-diqata (¢-¢aiqata) (anna wajasa/:t by ... kasafa ¢-¢iqata
"anhu. wajasa/:t in that we relate the pronoun governed by (an to
Iyas praised by al-A (sa: "if your Master (i.e., God) in His mercy lifts
the 'narrowness' from him and he steps out with long steps ... ".
This emendation of the text-namely (anhu instead of (anna­
causes us also to interpret [asaha as an intransitive verb (differing
from Caskel's interpretation who considers the verb to be a trans­
itive one: " ... and makes narrowness wide"). Cf., e.g., Hassan b.
Tabit (ed. Hirschfeld, no. 187,4): jata!Jaluhu Hassiina iq, harrabtahi;
[ada'<i l-ja¢a>a as ma¢iqika wajsaM "And you compare Hassan
with him (i.e., with the lion described before) if you provoke him:
so leave-by taking large steps-the wide open field and go back
into your 'narrowness' (i.e., into your hideout or refuge)" (literally:
" ... so leave the open field [turning yourself] to your narrowness
and take large steps"). In this instance we are in the presence of
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an ironic reversal of the natural image ("to rush with big steps
out of the 'narrowness' into the wide open, namely: freedom")-as
we can see it in al-A'sa's line. For the intransitive use of [asaha
and for its use in the sense of "to step out with large steps (out of
the narrow, enclosed space)", we can also refer to Tarafah (ed.
Ahlwardt, no. 3, 8; ed. Seligsohn, no. 19, 8): l}ubusun fi l-mahli
l}aUii yufsil}u libigyati l-magdi au tarki l-fanad, which Seligsohn
(Translation, p. 61) renders: "Eux qui, sejournant sur un sol sterile,
lui rendaient sa Iertilite par la recherche de la gloire et l'abandon du
mensonge". However, we read yafsal}u instead of yufsil}u and inter­
pret: "(They) stop (or: they have'enclosed') during the rainless and
vegetation-less season of the year (i.e., they do not move and do
not migrate) until they (with the end of this time and the start of
the rains and the vegetation) step out with big steps (or even: rush
out) to seek glory or (i.e., in other words) to leave what is trivial"."

The situation described in lines 2-3 of our poem-the hero held
captive by a king and whose liberation is longed for-recalls the
situation that appears in the message, expressed in poetical form,
which was sent (or is alleged to have been sent) at a somewhat
earlier time by 'Adi b. Zaid (in other words, a man who, like Iyas
b. Qabi~ah, was in the service of the Lahmids of Hirah) to his
brother Ubayy, when he was put in chains by Hosrau and held
captive (see Agiini1, vol. 2, p. 27): (1) ablig Ubayyan 'alii na'yiM
wahal yanfa'u l-mar?a mii qad 'alim (2) bi'awna a!Jiika safiqa l-fu'iidi
kunta biM wiikiqan mii salim (3) ladd malikin mUtaqun fi-l-hadidi
immii bihaqqin. wa'immii zulim, We note the parallelism between
'inda lji mulkin in al-A'sa's line and ladii malikin in 'Adi b. Zaid's
corresponding line." Furthermore, the expression mul}il al-qidd (and
not mal}il!) used in al-A'sa's poem ("the one who has been lying
in chains for one year already") is a way of speaking whose use is
typical with respect to the prisoner who is kept enchained. Cf., e.g.,
in al-A'sa's Diwiin itself (no. 65, 37-40): (37) ... (38) yalihi (thus
we should probably read, and not talihi with ed.) waqad al}iila
l-qiddu fihi waSaffa fu'iidahu waga'un sadidu (39) fa!Jalla!jahu lladi

1 See above p. 66-67, where we interpreted various other lines of the same
poem which are related in content to the line interpreted here.

2 Cf. also the very similar line (from about the same period and based
on the same historical background) in al-Baladurt's A nsab al-asra], vol.
4 b (Jerusalem, 1938), p. 127: Abu Uhaihata maltbusun ladd. malikin bis­
Sa'mi fi gairi ma danbin inald. riyabi.
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wiifiihu minnii wakunnii l-wafda idii l:tubisa l-wufiidu This
quotation suggests also the motive of the release of the prisoner
(fa!Jalla~ahii lladi wiifiihu minnii) which in the passage discussed
here above all else (al-A 'sa, no. 36, I ff.) is clearly expressed
by the words fiidi bil-miili, an expression that-just as the term
muly,il al-qidd-is to be expected to apply to a prisoner lying in
chains. 1

Accordingly, we interpret lines 4, 6, 5 and 7, which we combine
as originally following one another, as follows: "(4) and if your
Master (i.e., God) in His mercy removes the narrowness from him
(that is to say, from the imprisoned leader)-i.e., releases him from
imprisonment-and he steps out into freedom in large steps, (6)
Ma 'add will re-acquire their royal power, [likewise] the nightly
rides through the desert and the 'taking' (i.e., the receiving or
accepting) of gifts. (5) However, if we will be like persons who
perish (literally: that have perished) [namely by the fact that he
does not return, and we shall thus have to do without the power,
the protection and the support]-well, the living one, oh you people,
just has no luck. (7) We just happen to be a passing thing that
prospers only if God maintains it".2

The interrelationship of lines 4 and 6 (counted according to the
sequence offered by the edition of the Diwiin) as protasis and apodo­
sis of a conditional sentence, comes naturally more spontaneously
to mind than the correlation of lines 5 and 7 (counted according to
the sequence offered by the edition) and their character as an alter­
native with respect to the idea expressed in lines 4 and 6 which are to
be considered to follow one another directly (relating to one another
as protasis and apodosis).

That lines 4 and 6 (counted according to the sequence offered by
the Diwiin edition) are intimately related and express a uniform
idea (protasis-apodosis), is evident also from lines 24 and 25 of the
same poem (al-A 'sa, no. 36) which we must interpret as an old,
though secondary, variation of lines 4 and 6, which, however,
cannot be considered as having been transmitted intact. We quote

1 Cf. also e.g. Naqii'iq Garlr wal-Farazdaq, ed. Bevan, p. 74, 15: wa'aqqa
bna J)i l-Gaddaini [iaula buyutinii saldsiluhii wal-qiddu haular; mugarramii.

2 Regarding the alternative represented by lines 5 and 7 (au la'in, or
wala'in: "If God does not liberate him ... ") to the preceding conditional
sentence represented by lines 4 and 6 ("if God releases him ... ") see the
passages quoted below p. 262 and p. 265.
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lines 24-25 in the context of the lines immediately preceding and
following them: (23) yabtani l-magda wayagtiizu n-nuhii waturii
niiruhu min nii>in tarak (24) au kamii qiilu saqimun. [ala'in. nafada
l-asqiima 'anhu wasta~al,t(l,t) (25) layu'idan li-Ma'addin 'ikrahii
dalaga l-laili wa>ikjiihu l-minak (26) miila ayyiimin lahi; na'rijuhii
harra kalbu n-niisi fihii wanabal,t (27) walahu l-muqdamu fi l-harbi
iljii sii'atu s-sidqi 'an-i n-ndbi kalah. (28) ayyu niiri l-l,tarbi lii
auqadahd l,tapaban gazlan ja>aurii teaqadah, etc. We quote from the
scholion concerning line 27: wayurwii: lii miila lahi; sii'ata s-sidqi,
wal-muqdamu l-iqdiimu, wasii'atan [sic] yuklal,tu [i l-harbi. As to the
text of line 27, it does not make sense in the form in which it has
been transmitted. Krenkow (in Geyer's "Annotations" to the
edition, p. ISO) proposed to read sa'atu instead of sii'ntu: Bevan
(ib~d., p. 362) proposed to read: sii'atan sidqun, a reading which
obviously was suggested to him by sii'atan yuklal,tu [i l-harbi of the
scholion, in lieu of which one must read however: sii'ata yuklal,tu.
None of these two emendations is acceptable. In connection with
the variant transmitted in the scholion we read the line as follows:
walahu l-muqdamu lii mitla lahu sii'ata s-sidqi 'an-i n-ndbi kalal,t
"And he is at the head (i.e., he leads)-none is his peer-at the hour
in which one bares one's teeth (more literally: at the hour at which
the angles of the mouth move to the side and the [bared] teeth
become exposed}"." Fi l-harbi (idii) is to be interpreted as an origin­
ally explanatory gloss to sa'ata s-sidqi 'an-i n-niibi kalah. "at the

1 In connection with the construction of kIlt present here let us compare
Diwan Ka'b b. Zuhair, ed. Kowalski, no. 13, 29 (p. 93): kaliltatin ma'an
'awari4a asdaqi« tara fi masaqqiha ta'!Jira. We feel that the variant trans­
mitted in the scholion is the only correct reading: wayurwa: [kaliltatin]
'an-i 1-'awari4i asdaqan. The difference between the phrase used here and
the one appearing in al-A'sa's Diwan is that whereas as-sidq acts in
al-A'sa as a subject of kIlt, it is used in the cited passage, in the form asdaq
(plural of sidq) , as an object of kIlt: "they (the aggressive hunting dogs)
move the corners of their mouths to the side thereby baring their front
teeth (in other words, grinding their teeth) which ... " In al-A'sa's line
kIlt appears as an intransitive verb: "at the hour in which the corner of
the mouth (i.e. here: the corners of the mouth) is [are] moved to the side
and the teeth are thus bared".-With regard to the construction of the
entire clause: sii'ata s-sidqi 'an-i n-ndbi kalah, with the agens (subject)
as-sidq in the genitive dependent on sii'uta, we would like to point out that
this clause would read, according to standard construction, sii'ata kalaha
(= yaklaltu) s-sidqu 'an-i n-niibi, With regard to the peculiarity of the
construction in this case we refer to our remarks in our "Studies in Arabic
and General Syntax" (Cairo 1953), p. 31, and n. 3.
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hour in which the teeth are bared", i.e., "in war (during the fight)".
This annotation originally written between the lines has entered
the text and displaced from it the words la mi#a lahu that are
actually part of the text.

We now come to lines 24-25 that are much more important in
this context and that are to be considered as a variation of lines
4 and 6. It ought to be obvious that the words contained in lines
24-25: jala'in nafada l-asqiima "anhn: wasta$aIJ,ft(a) layu'idan li­
M a'addi« (ikraha dalaga l-laili wa'ikja'a l-minah. represent a
variation of the idea contained in lines 4 and 6. However, it is very
difficult to assign a suitable function within the framework of the
context as a whole to the words (introducing line 24) au kama qalu
saqimun, although they are clear considered by themselves. Further­
more, it would seem that in the wordsjala'in nafada l-asqiima (anhu
the subject of nafada has not been expressed: for it does not seem
possible to use the praised leader as a subject (particularly not on
account of (anhu). We consider also the words au kama qalu saqimun
(as we had done with fi l-harbi in line 27) as originally belonging to
the scholion and to have entered the text only secondarily. In the
report by ancient philologists accompanying the poem it was
originally stated-we presume-that the cause of the poem had
been the deprivation of liberty of Iyas b. Qabi~ah by a certain
(unnamed) prince or some other powerful person (d. the deprivation
of liberty of 'Adi b. Zaid mentioned by us above p. 258), and that
this report formed the basis of lines 4 and 6. The scholia encountered
by us indicate however that Iyas b. Qabisah had allegedly been ill
and that this is said to have been the cause for the concern expressed
in the poem. We presume that the original scholion-consistent
with lines 2 sqq. (and particularly line 4)-had referred to Iyas'
imprisonment as a cause of the poem, however, as an alternative
-on the basis of other traditions-referred also to his illness as a
cause: "imprisoned or-as people say-ill". As the original text of
lines 24-25 (representing a variation, that entered a wrong context,
of lines 4 and 6) corresponding to this alternative interpretation we
assume: (24) jala'in rabbuka min rai:tmatihi nafada l-asqdma (anhu
wasta$a/:t(/:t) (25) tava'idan li-Ma'addin. (ikraha dalaga l-laili teata':
lfada l-minak 1 (or more probably: laya(udan li-M'a'addin. (ikruha

1 Concerning our replacing of ikfa-u]« l-minah. by ta'!Jarjula l-minah. accord­
ing to line 6, see below p. 276, note 2 our remark on a passage from al­
Ahtal.
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dalagu wata'1Jii4u ... ) "(24) and if your Master (i.e., God) in
His compassion will 'shake off' the illness from him 1 and he recovers
his health, (25) Ma <add will recover their power, (furthermore) the
nightly rides (through the desert) and the taking of gifts".

Let us compare the passage appearing in two variations in al­
A<sa's Diwan with the poem of an-Nabigah ad-Dubyani (ed.
Ahlwardt), no. 18 (Six Divans, p. 20 = ed. H. Derenbourg, JA.,
6me ser., tome 12, 1868, p. 285, no. 20), in praise of the Cassanid
king an-Nu <man b. al-Harit al-Asgar, which must obviously be
viewed as a fragment of a larger poem that does no longer exist in
its entirety (ct. Ahlwardt, Bemerkungen tiber die Achtheit der
alten arabischen Gedichte, Greifswald 1872, p. 42): (I) in yargi<-i
n-Nu<manu nafrab wanabtahig waya'ti Ma'addas« mulkuha tearabi>
uhii (2) wayargi< ila Gassana mulkun wasu'dadun watilka l-rnunii
lau annanii nastaWuha (3) wa'in yahliki-i n-Nu'rnanu tu'ra mati­
yatun wayulqa ila ganbi l-finii'i qutii/uhii (4) watanf:tit f:ta:;anun a1Jira
l-laili nahtaia« taqadqadu minha au takdd« ¢ulii/uha (5) <ala iiri
1Jairi n-nasi in kana hiilikan wa'in kana fi ganbi l-firasi ¢agi<uha.
We quote H. Derenbourgs translation of this fragment (loc. cit.,
p. 336): "(I) Lorsque No<man reviendra, nous nous rejouirons et
nous serons dans l'allegresse ; car Ma <add retrouvera sa puissance
et son printemps. (2) La royaute et la puissance reviendront a
Cassan : ce vceu, puissions-nous le realiser, (3) Mais si Nc'man vient
a mourir, on dessellera les montures et on jettera du cote de la cour
leurs caparacons: (4) Une femme chaste poussera a la fin de la nuit
des soupirs a se rompre, ou peu s'en faut, la poitrine, (5) Pour
pleurer le meilleur des hommes, qu'elle ait perdu son epoux, ou
qu'elle l'ait encore pres d'elle, partageant sa couche." According to
the old scholia an-Nabigah spoke these lines when an-Nu'rnan had
gone to one of his places of pleasure: mutanazzahatuhu (perhaps
one of his hunting retreats ?). It does not seem excluded that we
have here a dirge referring to the death of the king. The literary
motif involved is applied to the dead as well as to the living who
are in any danger (as in the above-mentioned passages by al-A <sa);
and the forms under which it occurs are in neither case in any way

1 For a similar use of nafada <an compare e.g. al-A 'sa. no. 65, 28: [arasbaba
yanfuqu l-gamariiti <anhu uiayarbipu ga'sahu salibun (iadidu "and in the
morning a long pointed [horn] 'shook' the deadly peril off him (the wild
bull) and calmed his heart."
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characteristically different." In the event it involves a dirge re­
garding the death of an-Nu'rnan, Derenbourg's translation of
wa'in yahlik: "s'il vient a mourir" must be replaced by "when he
is dead (when he has perished)". Furthermore, line 5 is to be inter­
preted in the sense of a variation of the idea (alii itri !Jairi n-niisi
J:tayyan wa-mayyitan (hiilikan) "(crying) over the one who dead
or alive (or: in his life or in his death) is the best of all human
beings".»

The literal interpretation of the line would however be as follows:
"(crying) over the one who is the best of human beings, (namely
both) when he is dead (in his death) and also in the case in which he
was (or: is) her bed-fellow at the edge of the couch". The abstract
concept "while he was alive" which is intended above all else in
J:tayyan side by side with hiilikan (= mayyitan) is brought out by
an individualizing concrete concept resulting from the special
context."

The strange mode of expression in an-Nabigah's line implies
however more. It reveals to us an idea, respectively a form, of the
elegy itself. For the fact that the idea "the best of human beings in
life and in death (at the time of his life and at the time of his death)"
has been expressed by: "at the time he is dead and at the time he
had been his wife's bed-companion" is basically conceivable only

1 See the passages quoted in the sequel.
2 Cf., e.g., Hatirn at-Ta'i, no. 24, 4: faya laita !Jaira n-nasi hayyan tua­

mayyitan yaqiilu. lana hairan . . . , regarding which the translation by Schul­
thess: " ... der Beste der Menschen unter allen, Lebenden und Toten ... "
is not correct. Compare also Laila al-Ahyaliyah's line (in Diwan al-Hansii>,
ed. Cheikho, 1st ed., p. IrO, 12): falii yub'idanka lliih u. fi.ayyan wamayyitan . . . ,
wherein fala yub'idanka lldhs« corresponds in its meaning substantially to
wa'anta !Jairu n-niisi : "how admirable you are both in life and in death!".

3 The semantic mechanism present here is identical with the one described
by us in our "Studies in Arabic and General Syntax" (Cairo 1953). p. 138-150,
in a chapter titled "The simultaneous emergence in the mind of two distinct
(interrelated) aspects of a notion". We hope tobe able to discuss in a special
study the present type, as well as other, related types, not yet taken into
consideration by us in the said study. A similar, though less striking and
less far-reaching "concretization" of an abstract concept as in the case
of the passages just interpreted by us exists in the following line of al­
Hutaias (Diwan, ed. Goldziher, no. 12, 12, ZDMG 46 [1892J, 476), in which
the idea "and how many a wife's husband did you kill and thus make
her a widow" is expressed as follows: wakam min fi.a~anin dati ba'lin tarak­
taka irj,a l-lailu adlfa lam talfid man tuba'ilu "And how many a chaste (to
other men inaccessible) wife of a husband did you leave so that she, with
the falling dark of the night, does not find with whom to cohabita.te."
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as a thought or expression on the part of the wife mourning her
husband (whose lament has been mentioned in the preceding line,
line 4). And with respect to this we may refer to the literatures of
other heroic-primitive societies where the wife of a dead (or slain)
hero actually mentions in her lamentation the bed she had shared
with her dead husband. Cf., e.g. (from: Gudruns Gattenklage,
r8-22): "Auf der Bank entbehr, im Bette mein, den trauten Freund,
Das taten die Bruder ... " (quoted from G. Misch, Geschichte der
Autobiographie, vol. 2, part r, p. r07). The fact that in the Arabic
passage in question this idea is implied in a formally independent
idea of a different type is a completely different point. Both ideas,
that is, the idea that the dead husband is "the best of human beings
both alive and dead", and the recollection of the bed once shared
with him have actually an independent declaratory value, are how­
ever indissolubly intermingled in the statement.

A further characteristic point of the use of this motif in our
Arabic passage-according to our interpretation of it-is the follow­
ing. The poet, in his mention of the lament addressed by the wife of
the deceased king to the latter (in which she describes his relation
to her) does reproduce this lament not indirectly (as a quotation) or
directly-with the wife appearing explicitly (and patently) as the
speaker-but he himself (i.e., the poet) appears as a speaker, making
use in his description of the king as "the best of human beings in
life and in death" of the specific characterization which the queen
employs in her lamentation (referred to by him). The poet represents
-or personifies-the person whose utterance he describes; he
reproduces the latter's utterances as having been "experienced"
by him personally. In other words, we are here in the presence of a
certain mode of the stylistic phenomenon customarily referred to
in German as "erlebte Rede" and in the French terminology as
"discours indirect libre".

The above-mentioned (see p. 262) poem of an-Nabigah (or frag­
ment thereof) in honor of the still living though endangered or even
already deceased Cassanid an-Numan b. al-Harit al-Asgar vividly
recalls the lines in al-A (sa's Diwan, no. 36, line r sqq., on which we
based ourselves (see above p. 254), namely in particular on line 4 sq.
If we place the two passages side by side (and furthermore also call
on a passage from al-Ahtal's Diwan quoted below p. 276), we need
have no doubt that we are here in the presence of an old motif,
probably a motif of the death lamentation, the plaint regarding
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leaders and princes that have passed away; for, as we will see further
below, we can find this motif, or variations thereof, in other poems
in which it is clearly established that the princes or chieftains sung
therein are dead; and even in the case in which the sung is im­
prisoned (as in the case of the lines of al-A (sa), or ill-to put it
briefly: in danger-it does not have to be separated from the simple,
primary case in which he is dead, i.e., from the case in which a true
death lament is involved. We encounter the complete, classical form
of this formula of the death lamentation in the last-quoted poem
by an-Nabigah (ed. Ahlwardt, no. 18; see above p. 262): "When he
returns (so we hope although we doubt it) then everything is well,
then the heroic life and royal might will return to us. However, if
he is dead-if this should be definitely confirmed-we despair and
lose interest in life."

The characteristic syntactic form of the plaint is the conditional
sentence: "If the hero returns (or: If God has pity on him and on
us), then ... However, if he does not return, then ... ". Now what
is quite remarkable is the close relationship between the apodosis
of the (first) conditional sentence in an-Nabigah's and in al-A (sa's
lines. The relationship between the apodosis in lines 1-2 of an­
Nabigah's poem: ... waya>ti Ma(addan mulkuha warabi(uha
wayargi( ila Gassana mulkun ieasurdadus» ... with the apodosis in
the corresponding line of al-A (sa (line 6): laya(udan li M a'addin.
(akruha dalagu l-laili toata'!Jarju l-minab is striking. Not only is
everyone pleased if the leader returns (nafra/:t wanabtahig in an­
Nabigah's lines), but with his return there returns also (yargi(u
in an-Nabigah's line, ya'ud« in al-A (sa's line) the royal power:
mulkun toasw'dadtcn "royal power" (side by side with rabi' "spring")
in an-Nabigahs expression; (ikrun-"origin"-related to the latter
concepts in al-A (sa's expression.

The same motif: "if the prince lives-or: if he returns-we will
be happy; and if he has died (or: will die) we shall be unhappy (or:
then we are lost)" can be found also in another poem by an-Nabigah,
in a second lamentation of the death of Nu'rnan b. Hari] b. Abi
Samir al-Cassani (an-Nabigah, ed. Ahlwardt, no. 21, lines 21-24 =
ed. Derenbourg, no. 24, JA., 6me ser., t. 12, 1868, p. 288): (21)
fa'in. taku qad teadda'ia gaira murjammamin awasiya mulkin iabbatat­
ha l-awa>ilu (22) [alii tab'adan. inna l-maniyata mau(idun wakullu
mri>in yauman bihi l-/:talu za>ilu (23) [amii kana baina l-hairi lau
ga>a sdlirnar: A bu Ifugurin illa layalin qala>ilu (24) [a'in. iah ya la
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amlal l:tayiiti wa'in tamut famii fi l:tayiitin ba'da mautika tii'ilu. We
cite Derenbourg's far from perfect translation of these lines il.c.,
p. 341)' because itfacilitates our understanding of Ahlwardt's inter­
pretation presented within the framework of a critical review.
Derenbourg translates: "(21) Quand merne tu as laisse a l'abri
de toute atteinte les colonnes d'un empire qu'avaient affermi
tes ancetres, (22) puisses-tu ne nous quitter jamais! Mais la mort
est un rendez-vous auquel tout homme finit par se rendre un jour.
(23) Si Abott Hodjr echappe, les hommes dans leur bonheur ne
connaitront plus que de courtes nuits. (24) Si tu vis, jamais je ne
prendrai la vie en degout ; si tu es mort, a quoi bon prolonger plus
longtemps rna vie ?". Ahlwardt, Bemerkungen iiber die Achtheit
der alten arabischen Gedichte, p. II7, comments on this translation:
" 'Mais' la mort passt durchaus nicht: der Zusammenhang verlangt
eine Begr un d un g der vorhergehenden Worte. Es heil3t: so geh
doch nicht zu wei t weg, denn der Tod ist ein Stelldichein (zu dem
du dich einfinden muJ3t). Dem wadda'ta Abschied nehmen in v. 21

steht hier bed fern sein, sich weit fort begeben gegenuber, und der
Sinn ist: hast du auch Abschied genommen von deinem (festbe­
grundeten) Reiche: 0 so geh doch nicht zu weit fort, denn etc., womit
der Wunsch ausgesprochen ist: 0 bleib doch noch bei uns cine Zeit
lang, stirb noch nicht!-...-v. 23. Von 'courtes' nuits ist hier gar
nicht die Rede, und baina l-hairi heiJ3t nicht 'dans leur bonheur'.
Sondern: Ware der (v. 22) ausgesprochene Wunsch erhort worden,
und der Furst gesund davon gekommen, so hatte die Entfernungvon
dem Guten, der Freude und dem Gluck nur wenige Tage betragen,
d.h. so waren wir nur kurze Zeit betrubt gewesen (nun aber dauert
unsere Betrubnis lange Zeit, ja das Leben uber)." We reject Deren­
bourg's translation of lii tab'adan (in v. 22) "Puisses-tu ne nous
quitter jamais" as well as Ahlwardt's interpretation presented as
a criticism of Derenbourg's translation though hardly differing from
it: "0 bleib doch noch bei uns eine Zeit lang, stirb noch nicht!". In
our opinion, the line implies the poet's conviction that the prince
is dead; and lii tab'adan is in this instance nothing but a variant of
the customary acclamation to the dead: lii tab'ad; cf., e.g., the line
used in the scholion (v. Derenbourg, l.c., p. 425) : yaqidan« lii tab'ad
wahum yadfinunani wa'aina makiinu l-bu'di illii makiiniyii "they
say (using the conventional acclamation to the dead): 'be not far!',
while they bury me. But where is the place in the far-away if not
the place where I am ?". Or the following passage, presenting a
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context comparable to that of an-Nabigah's line, in which there
appears a not rarely found variation of lii tab(ad, that is: lii yub':
idanka lliihu (al-Hansa ', Diieiin, ed. Cheikho, rst ed., p. 33, -2):
[adhab falii yub(idanka lliihu min ragulin mannii(i daimin. watalliibin
bi>autiiri; etc. Lines 21-22 in the passage from an-Nabigah are in
their structure and mode of expression characteristic for the manner
of referring in similar contexts to departed heroes, rather than to
those whose imminence of death is fearfully anticipated. From the
great many passages which we might cite by way of parallels we
would like to refer only to the following: Hansa", l.e., p. 42, 4:
farjhab hamidan. (alii mii kiina min hadaiir; faqad salakta sabila« fihi
ma'tabaru "Depart [0 Sahr] , a victim of fate! You have trodden a
path that is an example to others [namely, that they must go along
that very pathj't.! With regard to its structure, considered from its
intellectual content, this line corresponds partly to the thought
contained in lines 21-22 of the passage quoted (above p. 265) from
an-Nabigah : F adhab hamidao: in al-Hansa"s line corresponds on
the one hand to the term qad toadda'ta gaira murjammamin, and,
on the other, to falii iah'tuion in an-Nabigah's lines; faqad salakta
sabilan fibi mu/tabaru (following [adhab l;amidan) corresponds to
inna l-maniyata mau/idua« wakullu mri>in yauman biM l-l;iilu zii>ilu
of an-Nabigah. The term (qad ioadda'ia; gaira murjammamin
(awiisiya mulkin) has been misunderstood in Derenbourgs transla­
tion of an-Nabigah's poem (line 21) (though Ahlwardt did in this
case not object to the translation in his critical evaluation) : " tu
as laisse a l ' a bri de tou tea ttein t e les colonnes d'un empire ".
Gaira mudammamin. and similar related expressions, such as
hamidan. (see the above-quoted passage from al-Hansa", where we
omitted it in our translation) must be recognized by us as epithets
usually given to the one going away, the one who takes leave,
including the one who (as in the instances at hand) has taken leave,
has departed, through death; the term is also a kind of parenthetical
expression-similar to lii tab(ad(an) as in the above-quoted instance
and in many other instances-or else a kind of acclamation.s

1 We cannot accept De Coppier's interpretation of this line in his transla­
tion of al-Hansas Disoiin, p. 108: "Va done, celebre en d e p i t du sort: la
route ou tu marchas tut c e l l e de la gloire" (author's spacing). This trans­
lation misconstrues, among others, the character of the term hamidan (see
below), connecting it with (alii mii kiina min f:tadalin (alii "en depit"):
(alii . . . is dependent on jatjhab ("go in consequence of ... ").

2 We hope to discuss elsewhere more thoroughly this extremely frequent
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Derenbourg's and Ahlwardt's erroneous assumption that lines
22-23 in the passage from an-Nabigah are based on the premise
that an-Nu'rnan is still alive (la tab'adan, in Derenbourg's inter­
pretation: "Puisses-tu ne nous quitter jamais!", in Ahlwardt's inter­
pretation: "0 bleib doth noch bei uns eine Zeit lang, stirb noch
nicht!") is caused by the interpretation given by them to the word
ga'a in the phrase lau ga'a saliman Abu Ijugurin in line 23. Deren­
bourg translates: "Si Abou Hodjr echappe". Ahlwardt (in his
criticism of Derenbourg's interpretation of line 23) interprets:
"Ware der (v. 22) ausgesprochene Wunsch erhort worden, und der
Furst gesund davon gekommen, so hatte die Entfernung von dem
Guten, der Freude und dem Gluck nur wenige Tage betragen, d. h.
so waren wir nur kurze Zeit betrubt gewesen (nun aber dauert unsere
Betrubnis lange Zeit, ja das Leben uber)." Ga'a does not carry the
meaning of "s'echapper", "davon kommen" ("get away with", i.e.,
"escape a danger"). Ga'a denotes nothing else but "to come", a
sense frequently denoting the more specific meaning of "to arrive".
"To come"-in this specific sense of "arriving"-may however
under certain circumstances, if the person in question had been
away from his customary place of residence, be used in the sense
of "coming back". And it is in this sense that we interpret the "to
come" of the term ga'a in the passage at hand. Our interpretation
of the line is: "And if Abu I:Iugr [who has died] were to come (i.e.,
would return), I (the poet) would be separated by a few days' inter­
val only from the good things of life (al-lyair) [to be expected
with certainty to be dispensed by his mercy]-[for during these
few days' interval I could make the trip to him on the back of a
camel]."

type of complement to verbs of the meaning "leaving, departing" (as
ma!lmud(at)an, gaira tjamim(at)in, etc.). We assume that it is originally
part of a conventional formula adressed by the one who stays to the one
who departs, with the verb basically in the imperative (or an equivalent
form of expression), as, e.g., in (al Baladuri, Ansiib al-asrd], vol. 5, p. 73, 7):
[ansarif ma!lmudan rasidan, From such contexts where the departing person
is directly adressed, that type of epithet came also to be used where he is
only referred to as departing, leaving (and is not directly addressed), as,
e.g., Ibn Hisam, Sirah, 1023, 13 (in a poem by Hassan b. Iabit on the
death of the Prophet): toatasbaha rnahmiidan. ilii lliihi riigi'an. Cf. also, e.g.,
<Umar b. Abi Rabi'ah, no. 191, 3: wallii s-sabiibu hamidan gaira murtagi'in
"Youth has taken its leave 'like a beloved guest', never to return" (where
the conventional, formula-like character of the epithet is especially con­
spicuous).
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We differ not only in our interpretation of ga>a from that of
Ahlwardt (and Derenbourg), but also in our interpretation of the
term baina l-hairi, interpreted by Ahlwardt (see above) : "[the daysJ
between the good [before an-Nu 'man got in danger of life, and the
good after he escapes the danger to his life-provided the latter
should occur]". In the context at hand, we interpret baina l-hairi
as being equivalent with duna l-!Jairi, or with baini wabaina l-hair«.
We feel that an-Nabigahs line in this respect is to be interpreted
in the light of a line by al-Hutaiah. This line (in a poem of praise
by al-Hutai'ah directed at his deceased benefactor 'Alqamah b.
'Ulatah, influenced no doubt by an-Nabigah's lines on an-Nurnan},
reads (al-Hutai'ah, ed. Goldziher, no. 77, r4: ZDMG 47, [r893J r66):
[amii kana baini lau laqituka saliman wabaina l-gina illa layiilin.
qala>ilu "Between me-if I would find you safe and sound-and
riches there would be a few days only." The scholion on this line
comments: kana l-Ifutai>atu !Jaraga yuridu 'Alqamata wahwa bi­
Haurdna [amdta 'Alqamatu qabla an yasila ilaihi l-Hutai'at«
farjakaru annahu au:;a lahi; min malihi bimitli nasibi bac¢i tealadihi
min-a l-mira[i (wallahu aClam) "al-Hutaiah had started out on
his way to visit 'Alqamah who was in Hauran ; and 'Alqamah
died before al-Hutai'ah reached him: and it is reported that he
(CAlqamah) had assigned to him (i.e., al-Hutai''ah) in his will
a share of his estate corresponding to that of some of his chil­
dren." This comment of the scholiast that al-Hutai'ah com­
posed this line- and the poem containing it-on his way to
his benefactor who had been taken ill, in other words, who was still
alive, is proven by other lines of the poem as incorrect-more
accurately: as suggested to him by the peculiar idea expressed in
the line, which hardly was fully understandable to later generations.
Other lines of the poem make it completely clear that the situation
on which the line-just as the poem as a whole-is based, was the
circumstance that the poet had been notified of the death of his
benefactor and was lamenting his death. We quote the two lines
immediately following the quoted line in al-Hutaiah's poem (lines
r5-r6): (r5) la'amri lani'ma l-mar'u min ali Ga'jarin bi-Hauriina
amsii a'laqathu l-l,tabii>ilu (r6) laqad gadarat hazma« wabirran
wana>ilan walubban asilan !Jalafathu l-magahilu "How goodly was
the man of the House of Ga 'far in Hauran, whom the snares (of
fate, or else: of death) had pulled into their network (had ensnared).
(r6) They (i.e., the snares, identical with the manaya, the "fates")
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let lie (i.e., away from human society) [a man of] resoluteness and
piety (respectful behavior to his kinsfolk) and generosity and of
energetic mind ... .1 In other words, we must interpret al-Hutaiah's
line on the basis of this situation, according to which 'Alqamahs
death is a fact, as follows: "If I would meet you safe and sound
[that is, if, e.g.-in accordance with our hope-you would have
returned], between myself and riches there would be only a few
days [during which I could reach you on the camel's back]". An­
Nabigah's line: ... lau gii'a sdliman .. " contains a more primitive
expression corresponding to the original character and earlier date
of the line, in fact, a "lectio difficilior", which-as frequently
happens-expresses in clear terms a notion relegated to oblivion
at a later date or that appears strange to the public at large: "if he
would come [back] safe and sound [from death, and I would
consequently have the possibility of meeting him] ... ". We can
express the fact also by the converse: the later line contains the
"lighter" expression by which the original peculiar concept is not
clearly expressed, but, at best, suggested: "if I encounter you
safe and sound", instead of the original: "if you come [back]
safe and sound [and I will consequently have the possibility of
meeting you]". We quote also the two lines (29-30) that conclude
an-Nabigah's poem: (29) baka Ifaritu l-Gaulani min faqdi rabbihi
wa-Ifauranu minhu miiJ:z,isun mutaq,a'ilu (30) qu<udan lahu Gassanu
yarguna aubahi; wa-Turkun ioarahs« l-A <gamina tsa-Kdbul« "(29)
Hari] al-Gaulan mourns the loss of his master, and Hauran has
lost him and has become barren; (30) while the Cassanids and,
together with them, Turks, Persians and Afghanians, sit there
hoping for his return." The sense that-according to our inter­
pretation-is contained in the phrase lau ga'a sdliman in line 23
is expressed in completely unambiguously clear words in the last
cited line (the last line of the poem): his kinsmen, the Cassanids

1 Instead of laqad giidarat (!tazman wabirran . . . ) we find in some versions
the reading: laqad aqsadat Ufudan wamagdan toasicdadan tuahilma.n asilan . . . )
"they (the fates of death, maniiyii, represented by the "snares") have
caused fatal wounds to [a man of] generosity ... ", or: laqad [aqadii 'azman
uiahazman uiasiidadan walubban . . . However, in view of the fact that the
influence of an-Nabigahs poem on al-Hutai-ah:s cannot be doubted in
our opinion, we consider the reading laqad giidarat as the original one; we
assume that al-Hutai 'ah had been influenced specifically by the second
hemistich of line 25 in an-Nabigab's poem (see text of this line and our
comments on it below p. 271).
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-and with them all human beings as it were-hope for the return
of the deceased prince. In other words, we are here in the presence
of a clear example of the motif "the Return of the King", as it can
be proven with numerous old (or primitive) peoples: earlier or later
the departed king or hero will reappear and return to his people or
tribe the power and glory of bygone days; or: he will one day,
when his people is in dire need, reappear and save it from its predi­
cament.

The line (line 25) following the above-discussed lines 23-24 in an­
Nabigah's poem implies some problems: fa'iiba mU$aUuhu bi'ainin
galiyatin wagudira bil-Gauliini hazmut» wanii'ilu. Derenbourg, i.c.,
p. 341, translates it as: "Mais de nouveaux arrivants, temoins du
malheur, sont venus confirmer la nouvelle qu'a Djaulan ont ete
enterrees tant d' energie et de generosite." Ahlwardt, in Berner­
kungen zur Achtheit, p. lIS, concurs with this interpretation of
mU$aUuhu: "d.i., die an ihn geschickten zweiten Boten". This inter­
pretation is based on the premise that, first, an-Nu'rnan's
recovery had been expected (lau gii'a siiliman, allegedly: "if he
would have come away alive"), and, only later on, his death had
been reported as a fact-as had actually been assumed in the
scholion (d. Derenbourg, l.c., p. 426): qauluhii: fa'iiba mU$aUuhu,
yaqidu: raga:« awwalu l-qaumi faman kiina ma'aM;. bi!Jabarin laisa
bibayyinin iumma gii'a l-ii!Jirunu wahumu l-musallicna bi'ainin
galiyatin ai bihabarin $iidiqin annahu qad miita wa'innamii a!Jaljahu
min-a s-siibiqi mal-musaili. We feel that this assumption in the inter­
pretation of mU$aUuna (plural of mU$aUi) in our passage in the sense
of a (figurative?) use of mU$aUuna "the horses which in racing
immediately follow those horses which race at the head or reach
the goal first" is unacceptable. However, no matter in what way we
do literally interpret mU$aUuhu, there can hardly be any doubt that
this relates to persons who accompanied the prince to his tomb and
buried him. In a certain sense we may compare this line with line 2

in poem no. 2 in 'Alqamah's Diwiin (ed.Ahlwardt}, which we quote
together with the line preceding it: (I) wasiimitin biya lii ta!Jjii
'adiiwatuhu iljii l}imiimi siiqathu l-maqddiru (2) iljii tadammanani
baitun biriibiyatin iibu sirii'an wa'amsii wahwa mahguru "Many a
person whose enmity is not concealed, will experience malicious joy
regarding myself when fate will send death to me, when 'a house'
on a hill will harbor me: they (the ones who bury me, that is to say,
the fellow nomads accompanying me on my wanderings) quickly
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return (to their path)-and abandon it (the 'house' = my tomb)."
Similarly it is stated also in an-Nabigah's line discussed here: "those
who accompanied him (the prince) to his tomb and buried him,
return with their reliable report, and 'energy and generosity' (used
metaphorically for the person possessing energy and generosity) are
abandoned (or even: forsaken)." The above-mentioned old inter­
pretation (d. Derenbourg, l.c., p. 426) is followed by another ex­
planation: ieaqiila Abu 'Ubaidata: mU!jalluhu, ya<ni a!j7}iiba !j-!jaliiti
wahumu r-ruhbiinu wa'ahlu d-dini minhum; waqauluhu: bi<ainin
galiyatin, ai <alimu annahu 1i l-gannati. Derenbourg mentions in
this connection: "Nous rr'avons publie l'opinion d'Abou 'Obeida
que comme curiosite litteraire ; il donne une sorte d'interpretation
allegorique." In view of the fact that the Cassanid princes of the
house of Gafnah were Christians, Abu 'Ubaidah's explanation of
mU!jalluhu as "those who prayed for him" does not seem at all
strange to us. Quite apart from this fact however the structure of
the line in general does not leave any doubt that mU!jalluhu must
relate to people who had accompanied him to his tomb.! The
essential point-that is, what grieves the poet-is that these people
"return", turn away from the tomb-as expressed in 'Alqamah's
line: "quickly"-and the deceased is now solitary and abandoned
in his tomb, without his companions, without their conviviality.
This is a motif that we can find in the old poetry in many variations.
The specific variation used by an-Nabigah comes very close to the
variation present in the quoted line by 'Alqamah. The latter one in
turn is again very close to a line by an-Namir b. Taulab al-Tlkli

1 In spite of the fact that an-Nabigahs line is pre-Islamic and mUJalluhu
("those who had prayed for him", in any event "who had surrendered
him to his tomb") is apparently an illusion to persons of Christian persuasion,
we feel inclined to compare the line, respectively this expression contained
in it, with the following line by Abu l-'Atahiyah-in other words with a
genuinely Islamic product-a line which appears in a context that, considered
as a whole, and compared particularly with <Alqamah's passage, is closely
related to and can certainly be traced back to similar older passages (Abu '1­
'Atahiyah, Diwan, ed. Beirut, r887, p. 294, 6-Il): (6) fa'il]ii sallau 'alaihi
qila hiitu [aqbiriihs; (7) fa'il]ii ma stauda-iibu l-arda rahnan tarakich.u (8)
!;allafuhu tahta ramsin ... (9) ab-adiihsc ashaqiihs; auftaduhu afradichw (ro)
uiadda-iinu. faraquhu aslamiihu. !;allafuhu (II) uiantanaw 'anhu wa!;allauhu
ka 'an lam ya'rifuhu " ... and once the prayer has been said over him, they
say: 'let us have him! bury him!' And, the moment he is entrusted to the
earth as an unredeemable pledge, he is being left and is abandoned (there
follow many synonyms) and one turns from him and leaves him alone as
if one had never known him."
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which we quote together with the one following it (al-Mubarrad's
Kiimil, ed. Wright, p. 210, 18-19 = al-Gahiz, Kit. al-Buhalii", ed.
van Vloten, p. 177, 15-16): (I) aCii(jila in YU!j>biJ:t saddya biqafratin
ba'idan na'ani $aJ:tibi toaqaribi (2) tarai anna ma abqaitu lam aku
rabbahii wa'anna llar# anfaqtu kana na$ibi "(I) Oh you who blame
[my generosity]!: the day my skull (i.e., my dead body) will be in
the desert, far [from hereJ-my companions and my relatives having
gone away-, then you will see that what I had left was not my
property (i.e., had not been intended for me, in other words, I had
given it to others justifiedly, or, rather, I ought to have given it)
and only what I spent (consumed) had been my share (i.e., had
been intended for me}".! We note that it is not only the content of
this line and the mood permeating it that is closely related to the
line by 'Alqamah (and finally also to an-Nabigah's line), but that
this line and 'Alqamah's line have a stylistic peculiarity in common
which is closely related to the mood that permeates the two lines:
the parenthesis asyndetically following the protasis-with in or irJa
respectively-: na'iini !j>aJ:tibi ioaqarib; in an-Namir's line, just as
aba siracan wa'amsa wahwa mahgaru in 'Alqamah's line.s Let us
point out also that the verb appearing in the parenthesis of these
two essential passages, the lines by an-Namir as well as by 'Alqarnah,
is in the perfect tense. Although this would not be very plausible,
one might assume that, in 'Alqamah's lines, the perfect aba (siraCan)
would have to be ascribed to the influence of the perfect tense of the
conditional clause (with irJa) which is followed by aba sirii'an,
continuing this perfect tense as it were, although the clause aba ...

1 Ch. Pellat, in his translation of al-Buhalii? (Le Livre des avares de
Gal;1i:;;;, 1951), p. 237-238, conceives the passage somewhat differently (in
particular with respect to the construction of the clause enclosed by us
between parentheses: na'iini ijii[l,ibi waqaribi): "(4) 0 toi qui me blames,
quand mon cadavre sera abandonne au loin dans le desert, mes amis et
mes proches me delaisseront, (5) Et tu verras alors que mes biens ne seront
pas pour moi et que seule la partie consornmee constitue rna part."

2 In 'Alqamah's passage, in which the double protasis introduced by
idii (appearing twice) follows the expression wasiimitin biya Iii ta1Jfii cadii­
watuhii representing the apodosis, the sentence iibii sirii'an having a paren­
thetical character (compare na'iini ijii[l,ibi tuaqaribi in an-Narnir b. Taulab's
line, see above) comes, added on, at the end. In spite of this subsequent
adding on, it has the nature of possessing, with respect to content as well
as with respect to syntax, an independent character, though representing
a sentence interpolated into another idea and construction, in other words
of parenthetical character (more accurately-because of its terminal position
-an "opisthothesis").
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represents an independent clause (see above). In an-Namir's line,
however, the imperfect-apocopate has been used (both in the pro­
tasis and in the apodosis following the parenthesis) in the conditional
clause (using in) into which the parenthesis na'ani ~aJ:tibi waqaribi
has been interpolated. The perfect tense is here in agreement with
the anticipated situation of the deceased left behind in his tomb.
For him-for his way of "looking" at things, which is anticipated­
"they are far away from me (na'ani)", "they have already quickly
returned to their path, and he is (i.e., I am) lonely and forsaken"
(aba sira'an wa'amsa wahwa mahgiiru). Finally, we note also a
stylistic relationship between 'Alqamah's and an-Nabigah's line:
the sentence introduced by wa which follows the description of the
return of those who have accompanied the deceased to his tomb:
"and he (the deceased) has been forsaken" (in 'Alqamah's line:
aba sira'an we-amsi; wahwa mahgiiru, and in an-Nabigah's line:
fa'db« mu~alliihu ... wa-giidira bil-Gaulani hazmua: wana'ilu).

A characteristic trait of the basic motif discussed by us here (see
above p. 265 ff.) is represented by two hypothetical (conditional)
sentences (occasionally reduced to a single hypothetical sentence)
that constitute an antithesis with respect to one another. This is
true, e.g., in line 24 of the lamentation, dealt with above, from an­
Nabigah's poem no. 24 (Diwan, ed. Ahlwardt): fa'in tah.ya la
amlal J:tayati wa'in tamut fama fi J:tayatin ba'da mautika ta'ilu "and
if you live, my life is not repugnant to me; and if you die (or: have
died ?)-there is no point in a life after your death"." In view of the
fact that the person addressed in this passage is no longer among

1 The contents of the apodosis of the second conditional sentence contained
in this antithesis appears as an independent statement very frequently
in Arabic literature (in poetry as well as in prose): compare, e.g., Ibn Hisarn,
Sirah, ed. Wiistenfeld, p. 692, I: (qiila fa'inni as'aluka yii Tiibitu biyadi
'indaka illii allzaqtiini bil-qaumi) fawalliihi mii [i l-'aisi barda hii'ulii'i min
lJairin (jamii anii bisiibirin. lilliihi fatlata dalwi niiq,ilzin lzattii alqii l-ahibbata
[aqaddamahii Tiibitun [adaraba 'unuqahu) "(Then he said: 'I urge you,
oh Iabit, taking in consideration the favors I have shown you: join me to
the people [i.e., kill me]), for-in God's name!-after their death, life holds
no further good in store for me! (and I cannot wait another moment until
I meet the beloved [friends and kinsmen]'; then Iabit had him step forward
and cut off his head)." Guillaume, in his translation of the Sirah, does not
interpret quite correctly: "So Iabit went up to him (= qadimahu?) and
struck off his head". Cf. also ibid., p. 686, 3: famii lJairu l-'aisi ba'dahum?;
see also-in a much later source-s-Brtinnow-Fischer's Arabische Chresto­
mathie, p. I, line 3: al-lzayiitu lzariimun ba'dakum "life is forbidden after
your death".
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the living, the hypothetical sentence "If you live, my life is not
repugnant to me", in which the verbs can be interpreted in the
present tense only, is actually not appropriate. Even the antithesis
as a whole ("if you live, ... ; but if you die, ... ") is, for the same
reason, not quite logical. This shows that we are dealing here with
a formula. The same antithesis occurs also in the poem cited above
p. 262 (an-Nabigah. Diwiin, no. 18), where, according to tradition,
an-Nu'rnan b. al-Harit al-Asgar, who is still alive, is being addressed,
where, in other words, the formula seems to have been used com­
pletely "logically": "If an-Nu <man returns, Ma <add are returned
their kingdom and their spring ... ; however, if he dies, then ... ".
This last-mentioned form of the two hypothetical sentences recalls
in turn the hypothetical sentence in al-A<sa's poem no. 36: "And
if God in his mercy frees him from his imprisonment (or: saves him
from his illness), then all their magnificence of days gone by is return­
ed to Ma <add; however, if we are like people that are lost, then ...".

Formula-like sequences of two such hypothetical sentences (some­
times reduced to a single hypothetical sence) appearing in antithesis
to one another can be found also in several places in the Diwiin of
'Ubaid Allah b. Qais ar-Ruqayyat, Most of these passages are in
poems sung in praise of Mus'ab b. az-Zubair. In a poem relating
to the death of Mus'ab b. az-Zubair, Ibn Qais states (Diwiin, ed.
Rhodokanakis, no. SI, lines 3ff.; p. 232): (3) jaqultu liman yulJab­
biruni J:tazinan atan<ii MU$'aban giilatka giilu (4) [a'in. yahlik
jagaddukumii saqiyun wa<aisukumii wa'amnukumii qalilu (S) wa'in
ya'rnar ja'innakumii bilJairin 'aiaikuan min nawiijilihi jU¢iilu. This
is in Rhodokanakis' translation: "(3) Ich aber sprach zu dem, der
mir Meldung machte, bekiimmert: 'Bringst du die Todeskunde von
Mus'ab ? Mage dich eine CUI verderben!' (4) Denn: ist er uriter­
gegangen, so ist euer Geschick elend, und euer Leben (armselig) und
eure Sicherheit gering. (S) Lebt er aber, so seid ihr gut daran,
indem euch von seinen Gaben Uberreiches zuflieBt." Also, in a
poem of praise dedicated to (the obviously still living) Mus'ab
(ibid., no. 39, line 29; p. 176): in ta<is la nazal bilJairin wa'in tahlik
nazul mitla mil yaziilu l-<amii'u "Lebst du, so werden wir nicht
aufhoren, glucklich ZU sein; stirbst du aber, so werden wir aufhoren
(schwinden), wie die Wolke sich verzieht." Also (ibid., Annex, no. 6,
2; p. 283): in ya<is MU$<abun [anahouc bihairin. qad atiinii min
<aisinii mii nuraggi "Wenn Musab lebt, so sind wir gut daran,
nachdem uns von unserem Leben zu Teil geworden, was wir
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erhoffen." Mention should also be made of another line from the
Diwiin of Ibn Qais ar-Ruqayyat, contained in a poem in honor of
another benefactor of the poet, 'Abdallah b. C-a 'far (no. 37, 5;
p. 164): ja>in mutta lam yii$al $adiqun walam taqum tariqun min-a
l-ma(riiji anta maniiruhii "Stirbst du aber, so wird kein Freund mehr
beschenkt werden, noch ein Weg der Wohltatigkeit erhalten bleiben,
dessen Merkstein du bist."

Finally, belonging to the passages which contain the motif dis­
cussed here, is the following one from al-Ahtal's Diwiin (ed. Sall).ani,
p. 246, lines 2-5, particularly lines 4-5): (2) yuhinu warii'a l-/:tayyi
najsan karimaian likabbati mautin laisa yiida qatiluhii (3) waya'lamu
anna l-mar?a laisa bilJiilidin wa>anna maniiyii n-niisi yas(ii daliluhii
(4) [a'i« 'iisa H ammiimun lanii jahwa rahsnatur; min-a lliihi lam tunjas
(alainii ju¢iUuhii (5) wa>in mdta lam tastabdil-i l-ardu mitlahii li'alJ!Ji
na$ibin au li'amri» ya'iiluhii "(2) and, to protect his tribe, he
exposes his [literally: a] noble soul to the hurly-burly of the raging
battle (literally: of 'death')-whoever is killed during it, for him no
expiation money is being paid. (3) And he knows that man does
not live forever and that the harbinger of fate hurriedly approaches.'
(4) And if Hammam [b. Mutrif at-Taglibl] remains alive, it is
due to God's mercy for the grace of which we should not be
envied. (5) However, if he dies, the earth will not bring forth
his like for the 'taking of a share' or for any other matter
concerning it (i.e., the earth)." On account of the formula: "if he
lives, ... ; however, if he dies, ... ", this passage must be compared
with all passages quoted; however, it resembles especially the
passage from al-A'sa with which we started out. Not only are the
two passages related to one another in their mood (compare
especially [ala/in. rabbuka min rahmatib; ... by al-A (sa and jahwa
ra/:tmatun min-a lliihi by al-Ahtal), but we recognize also another
interesting concordance of both passages in the identity of al-A 'sa's
expression (in line 25): wata>lJii{]u l-minak with al-Ahtal's (in line 5):
li'a!;4i na$ibin. 2 If we take into account these concordances, there
can be no more doubt that, in al-A (sa's passage, reference is· made

1 With regard to this line see also al-A'sa, no. 23,17: abil-mauti l!assatni
<Ibadun wa'innama ra'aitu maniiyii n-niisi yas'ii daliluhii.

2 Al-Ahtal's passage shows that only wata'l!iirju i-minah in al-A'sa,
line 6 of no. 36 (see p. 254) and not wa'ikjii'u l-minah. in line 25 (see p. 260)
can be the correct reading. I kja' constitutes an alteration of the original
ta'lj,iirj caused by the interpretation (erroneous in this context) of al-minab
as "camels" instead of "gifts",
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to one single man, a chieftain or a king, for whose life (and not
regarding a besieged city) there is concern. This passage of al­
Ahtal's with a formula recurring therein "If he lives, then ... ;
however, if he dies, then ... " constitutes an important argument
for our claim that al-A (sa's passage contains the same motif that is
present in passages quoted from an-Nabigah's Diwiin.

In an-Nabigah's poem no. 18 (in ed. Ahlwardt; see text and trans­
lation above p. 262) the longed-for "return" of the king is equaled
with the "return" of mulk and sadad. ("kingdom and rule") to
Ma (add, that is to say, to all (Northern) Arabs. AI-A(sa's lines
express the same longing. It is stated in them that the return and
salvation of the prince from imprisonment (or from illness?) is
synonymous with the "return" of "original might" (ikr) to Ma(add,
that is to say, the Arabs. This identical trait of the two passages
cannot be a chance occurrence. On the other hand, the mode of
expression which the motif has found in each one of two passages,
is different enough to exclude the possibility that al-A (sa is imitating
an-Nabigah.

We refer furthermore to a few lines by an-Nabigah in a poem of
praise to an-Nu(man b. al-Mundir that was composed by the poet
upon receiving information of the illness of the prince (ed. Ahlwardt,
no. 8, 4-8): (4) alam tara fJaira n-niisi asbaha na(suhu (alii jityatin
gad giiwaza l-hayya sii>irii (5) wana[tnu ladaihi nas'alu lliiha fJuldaMi,
yaruddu land mulkan wa-lil-arrji (iimirii (6) wana[tnu nuraggi l-fJulda
in [iiza qid[tunii teanarhab« qidha l-mauti in gii>a qiihirii (7) laka
l-fJairu in wiirat bika l-ardu wii[tidan iea'asbaha gaddu n-niisi yazla'u.
(ii#rii (8) waruddat matiiyii r-riigibina wa(urriyat giyiiduka lii yul:tfi
lahii d-dahru [tiiJirii. We quote Derenbourgs translation of these
lines (l.c., p. 321): "(4) N'a-t-elle tc.-a.-d.: mon arne) pas vu le plus
parfait des hommes, porte sur une litiere par des jeunes gens,
parcourir la tribu dans une promenade matinale? (5) Et nous etions
sur son chemin, demandant a Dieu de prolonger ses jours, de nous
rendre a nous un roi (literally: a kingdom, mulk!), a la terre un
civilisateur. (6) ... (7) A toi Ie bonheur! Mais nous craignons que
la terre ne recouvre tes cendres, 0 homme unique, et que la fortune
des hommes ne se mette a chanceler et a trebucher ; (8) qu' on ne
renvoie les montures de ceux qui te cherchaient et qu'on ne desselle
tes chevaux dont Ie temps ri'usera plus le sabot." In order to under­
stand the concrete details mentioned in line 4, we quote the remark
in the scholion (see Derenbourg, l.c., p. 395): Jakiina yu[tmalu (alii
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a'naqi r-rigali wayutafu biM 'ala l-aJ:tya'i livastariha waliyu'lama
bimaradihi wayud'a lahu "He was carried on the necks of the men
and they went around with him among the people, in order that he
recover, and that his illness become known and that people pray
for him". There is no doubt that this passage contains traits of the
motif which we had identified as the common motif of the passages
quoted and discussed above. First, there is the anxiety for the life
of the prince (compare in particular al-A 'sa, no. 36, 4: wala'in
rabbuka min raJ:tmatiM ... ), furthermore, the less essential, but
still interesting trait which this passage of an-Nabigah has in
common with another line by him: '" wa'urriya giyaduka la
yuJ:tfi laha d-dahru J:tafira (in line 8) may be compared with line 3
of no. 18 (quoted above p. 262): wa'in yahlik-i n-Nu/mdn« tu'ra
matiyatun wayulqa ila ganbt" l-fina'i qutu'uha. The most important
common trait is however the idea that with the preservation of the
prince (respectively with his return to life), his people would be
"returned a kingdom", that, however, with his death, the
people's fortune would disappear: "We pray to God (on the occasion
of the sickness of the prince) that he keep him alive, that he return
to us a kingdom and a civilizer (tiller and builder) to the earth."
We can adapt also this sentence to the formula of the hypothetical
sentence (as, e.g., in al-A'sa no. 36, 4): "If God in his mercy pre­
serves his life, he thereby returns to us a kingdom and a tiller to
the earth." In al-A'sa's passage there follow, after the concept of
the return of the old glory and magnificence ('ikr) -i.e. more or
less the same as "kingdom" (mulk)-two other concepts which
return likewise with the return of the king and the royal might:
dalagu l-laili ("the nightly rides through the desert") and ta' !Jagu
l-minahi ("the taking of gifts"). The latter concept has been identi­
fied by us with a!Jg an-nasib ("the taking of a share") in the Ahtal
passage. Both are, in any event, matters expected to emanate from
the king, i.e., he causes them to occur; in other words, they represent
what constitutes a prerogative as well as an obligation on the part
of the king. The king, or the chieftain-particularly in times of
need-has to see to it to obtain food, and to give all needy members
of the tribe their respectively entitled "share" (na$ib) of the goods
acquired by him; the term minJ:tah ("gift"), pl. minah, is to be
considered to be identical with it. (It is understood that these goods
with which the chieftain shows generosity towards the members
of his tribe, may-under the original, primary conditions-have
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been acquired by robbery and military expeditions. This relates in
the last analysis still to the early Islamic conditions). The other
matter referred to by al-A <sa-in addition to ta'lJii{f al-minah-»­
whose return, respectively whose re-pertormance is expected with
the return of this prince, is dalag al-lail ("the nightly rides [through
the desert]"). It appears that what is meant by this is not only
"the security" that has "returned" with the "return" of the king, so
that, once again, each one can move about everywhere and at any
time, even at night, without any fear of robbers or other assailants
(this is the interpretation expressed in the old scholion in Geyer's
edition of al-A <sa's Diwan, as well as the explanatory note by
M. Muhammad Husain in his Cairo edition). Rather, dalagu l-lail
refers also to active expeditions or undertakings of a heroic charac­
ter, which presume an initiative by a heroic personality, namely a
prince or chieftain. The "royal" character of the dalag ai-loil or of
the activity referred to as idlag (in its special, pregnant meaning)
follows from the fact that tradition ascribes the introduction of
this custom to Gagimah al-Abras, one of the early kings of al-Hirah
(Agani, vol. 14, p. 72): dakara bnu l-Kalbiyi <an abihi was-Sarqiyi
wagairihi min-a r-ruwiiti anna Gaq,imata l-Abrasa-wa'a$luhu min-a
l-Azdi wakiina awwala man malaka Qu¢a<ata bil-Ifirati wa'awwala
man lJaq,a n-ni'dla wa'adlaga (or: waddalaga) ... min-a l-muluki­
qdla yauman ligulasa'ihi: ... "Ibn al-Kalbi transmitted from his
father and other traditionists that Gagimah al-Abras-i-he originated
from the Azd and was the first one who ruled the Qu<;la 'ah in al­
Hirah, as well as the first one of the kings who wore shoes and under­
took the nightly rides and ... -said one day to his companions:
... ". Dalag al-laii is mentioned as a heroic activity also in the
following lines of the hero Zaid al-Hail (ibid., vol. 16, p. 48):
<awwiduhu kallaq,i <awwadtuhu dalaga l-laili wa'ita'a l-qaiili "Accus­
tom it (that is to say, my horse which you stole from me) to the
same to which I had accustomed it: the nightly rides and the
crushing under its hoofs of those killed (or wounded) (during the
fight)"; or in Hatim at-Ta'i's line, no. 26, 3 (in this case referred
to as dalag as-sura, just as in Hamiisah, p. 604, line 5): wafityani
sidqin. dammahusn. dalagu s-surd <ala mushamdiin. kal-qidalJi ¢awa­
miri 1 and d. also al-A <sa, no. 13, 22 (here: dulgah).

1 See ibid., no. 35. 1-2: wafityiini sidqin. . . . saraitu bihim l:tattii takillu
ma.tiyuhum . . . ; and d. in this connection (that is: in particular regarding
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The active, bold and hence heroic character, which is consistent
with the character of the pagan era, of the nightly rides, dalag
al-lail (or: datag as-sura)-obviously connected with predatory
expeditions-can clearly be inferred from the fact that it was con­
sidered to contradict the new, orderly conditions created by Islam.
We refer in this connection to a lJutbah of Ziyad b. Abihi (Tabari,
II, p. 73, 18): alam takun minkum nuhatun tamna'u l-guwata
'an dalagi l-laili wagarati n-nahari . .. "Are there among you none
who interdict (what is forbidden), who restrain the 'daring ones who
are following the wrong path (al-guwatu), from the rides at night
and the raids during the day? ... ". Furthermore, ibid., p. 74, line
II-I3 (in the same lJutbah): man buyyita minkum fa'ana ¢aminun
lima q,ahaba lahu iyaya wadalaga l-laili fa'inni la uta bimudligin
iUa safaktu damahii "The one among you who is being attacked at
night I guarantee whatever he loses. I beware of engaging in the
practice of the nightly rides (far be it from me): no one who engages
in nightly rides is brought before me without my spilling his blood."
Not only does Ziyad not allow the dalag al-lail if exercised by
his subjects, and proceeds with all severity against all the many
transgressors of his prohibition, but by the word iyaya ioadalaga
l-laili he states beyond any doubt that he himself is free of this vice.
For especially from him, the potentate, it could have been expected
that he, like the heroes and kings of the Gahiliyah, would indulge
in this passion."

Subsequently to al-A'sa's poem no. 36 Caskel comments on
certain passages in poem no. 35 in which he believes to discover
likewise lines by the same anonymous poet to whom he ascribes
the lines from which we set out in expounding the early Arab motif
of "The Return of the Hero". We quote here only the most im­
portant parts of the passages discussed by Caskel and of his state-

l:tattii takillu mapiyuhum) Imra'al-Qais, no. 55, 16: matautu bihim l:tattii
takillu guziituhum wal:tattii l-giyiidu mii yuqadna bi'arsiini.

1 Ziyads interdiction of "nightly rides" (dalag al-lail) based on indivi­
dual or on group initiative and the related "raids at day-time" (giiriit an­
nahiir) recalls the fact that <Umar had forbidden the so-called insiyiil:t
fi l-ard (identical with the activity referred to as gazt» "raiding", "setting
out on military expeditions"), which is based on group initiative, and had
made it dependent on his special permission or on that of his governors,
which is said to have made him unpopular; whereas his successsor oUtman,
who had more understanding in this respect for the penchants of interested
parties, is said to have thus acquired their support (see Tabarr, Annales,
I, 2466, 3; 2561, 1, 6, 1I; 2568, 15; 2609, 5-6; 3°25, 17-18; 3°26, 6, 15-16).
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ments concerning these passages. Caskel, l.c., p. 92ff.: "No. 35
steht gewiB nicht zufallig neben dem eben besprochenen Gedicht.
Ibn Qutaiba (Si<r, ed. de Goeje, ro) hat es fur unecht gehalten.
Und mindestens fur Anfang und Ende muB man ihm zustimmen.
Die Qa~ide ist an Pil Fa'is Salama gerichtet, einen sudarabischen
GroBen, den al-A <sa im Anfang des 7. Jahrhunderts aufgesucht hatte
(No.8): (r) inna mahalle» toa'inn« murtaftalii iua'inna fi s-safri irj
madd. mahald (2) ista'iara Uiihu bil-wafii'i wabil- "adli wawaUii l-mald­
mata r-ragulii (3) ioal-ard« ftammiilatun limii hammala Uiihu wamii
in taruddu mii fa<alii (4) yauman tariihii kasibhi ardiyati l-fJimsi
wayauman adimuhii na<ilii (5) ansii lahd l-fJuffa wal-bariitina teal­
ftiifira sattii mal-a'sarna l-wa<ilii (6) wan-niisu sattii <alii sagii'iftihim
mustauqiham. ftiifiyan wamunta<ilii (7) waqad rahait« l-maiiya
muntafJilan uzg:itiqiilan waqulqulan waqulii '(I) Fiirwahr ein Bleiben,
ein von dannen Ziehen, und in der Schar, die fortreist, geht es
Schritt fiir Schritt. (2) Gott hat sich Treue vorbehalten und Gerech­
tigkeit, dem Menschen biirdet Er den Tadel auf. (3) Die Erde tragt,
was Er sie tragen laBt und andert nie, was Er gemacht. (4) Zuweilen
sieht sie aus wie bunte(?) Mantel, zuweilen schmutzig-grau (?) wie
schlecht gefarbtes Leder. (5) Spalthufer schuf Er ihr, Getier bewehrt
mit Klauen, Einhufer und den Steinbock, weiB am Knochel, (6) und
Menschen an Charakter und Gestalt verschieden, mit harten Nageln
alle, ob beschuht, ob unbeschuht.' Wir erkennen an dem schwer­
mtitigen Ton des ersten Verses den Dichter von No. 36, 1-7 wieder.
Vers 2 hat AnstoB erregt. Man hat daher versucht, ihn u. a. durch
Anderung der Vokalisation harmlos zu machen." Details with
regard to this change and his opinion on it are given by Caskel in
a footnote (p. 93, n. I): "Tsta'tiri (yii sta'tiri) lliiha bil-baqii'i tea­
bil-hamdi wa-waUi. Die Anderungen gehen, von yii st. und waUi
abgesehen, von den dogmatischen Ansichten der Religionsparteien
(Surma, Mutazila, SiCa) aus." Caskel continues then in the text
(p. 93): "Dies (i.e., the suggested change) beruht auf einem MiB­
verstandnis. Versuchen wir ihn (i.e., den Vers) richtig zu verstehen:
.. , der Mensch kann weder treu noch gerecht handeln. Das ist
seine Erfahrung aus dem Btirgerkrieg, eine der Zeit fremde, in­
dividuelle Anschauung. Die koranische Aporie zwischen gottlichem
Willen und menschlicher Verantwortung und ihre spatere Deutung
werden davon nur am Rande beriihrt ... " Caskel illustrates his
assumption that line 2 has been caused by the Civil War in a
footnote (p. 93, n. 2): "Man denke an Maskin, wo Mus'ab von allen
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Heer- und Stammesflihrern bis auf einen verlassen wurde (Well­
hausen, Das Arabische Reich, r22 f.)."

If Caskel feels that the idea "the human being can act neither
faithfully nor with justice" would represent an individual opinion
alien to al-A (sa's time, then we would like to refer to the fact that a
variation of the contents of the first hemistich of al-A (sa's line:
"God insists on faithfulness and justice' (to which the idea expressed
in the second hemistich, namely that the human being is blamable,
is only a necessary corollary) can already be found in a line by an­
Nabigah ad-Dubyani (ed. Ahlwardt, no. 17, 32): abii llahu ius
"adlahi; wawafa'ahu fala n-nukru ma'rufwn. wala l-iur]« eja'i(u "God
insists on his justice and faithfulness (that is to say, exercises
nothing but justice and faithfulness) ; and what is bad is not toler­
ated [by the human beings] and a good deed (the benefaction) is
not Iost".! AI-A (sa's sentence ista'iara llahu bil-wafa'i wabil-(adli is
to be identified with an-Nabigah's sentence abii llahu illa "adlahic
wawaja'ahu. Nay, we may even assume that in an-Nabigah's state­
ment of God's unconditional justice and faithfulness, the idea that
the human being alone must be made responsible and be blamed for
his misfortunes is implied (without being explicitly stated, as in al­
A(sa's line). In any event, we do not see any reason to attribute such
a statement of primitive theology, that "man can act neither faith­
fully nor with justice, but that God alone can do so", to an individual
experience made within a definite historic context, such as the
"Civil War", and, more particularly, to the circumstance that
Mus'ab was abandoned at Maskin by all army and tribal leaders
save one (see above). The mode of expression" justice and faith­
fulness (the latter: the observance of contracts and oaths)"-or
the opposite: "in jus ti ce and unfaithfulness"-would hardly be
appropriate in such a case. We quote an early-Islamic passage
wherein both characteristic properties are mentioned side by side
-as in an-Nabigah's and al-A (sa's lines-namely, with reference
to the behavior of human beings (not with reference to God as in
those passages). Tabari, Annales, I, 2689, 12££. (year 22 of the
Higrah) : wa' aqbaia ahlu Fiirisa (ala l-A ftnaji ja$alaftuhu wa(aqaduhu
... wataraga(u ila buldanihim wa'amwalihim (ala aj4ali ma kanu
ji zamani l-Akasirati jakanu ka'annama ji mulkihim illa anna
l-Muslimina aufa lahum wa'a(dalu 'alaihim ... In this case the

1 The second part of an-Nabigab's line is in no direct relationship to the
first one.
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combination "faithful (that is to say, fulfilling obligations) and
just" is used, as might be expected to begin with, with respect to
the authority exercised over a certain group by more powerful
individuals. In the above poetic passages we find the identical
combination, in a very same sense, transferred to God.

We furthermore point out with regard to al-A (sa's lines, no. 35,
lines r-6 quoted and translated by Caskel (see our quotation of
Caskel's statement above, p. 28r), that it is not clear to us why he re­
placed, in line 4: wayauman adimuhii nagilii of Geyer's text, the
readingnagilii, which excellently fits adim ("the surface of the earth
may sometimes be likened to spoilt leather"), by the variant ... na'il«.
Immediately after his statement regarding line 2 of the poem, which
we quoted verbatim above, Caskel states (p. 93) regarding lines 5-6:
"Auch mit der Klassifizierung von Mensch und Tier nach Huf und
Nagel steht der Dichter allein." Lines 5-6 are probably hardly more
strange than the preceding line, i.e., line 4. Besides, the classifying of
human beings into respectively shoe-wearing and barefooted ones is
quite current in Arabic poetry. It is, however, hardly necessary to
translate line 6 in accordance with Caskel: "and human beings ...
with hard nails all, whether shoe-wearing or shoeless", but
probably as follows: "and human beings ... , partly with hard soles,
shoeless, and partly shoe-wearing".

While Caskel refuses to ascribe to al-A (sa the above-mentioned
lines (al-A'sa's Diwiin, no. 35, r-6)-in particular on the basis of
line z : ista'tara lliihu l-sadla wal-wafii'a ., .-and attributes them
to the anonymous poet, he seems to be inclined to recognize the
lines immediately thereafter as being of the authorship of al-A (sa
(l.c., p. 93): "Es folgt die Reise zu Vii Fa'is Salama und das Lob
dieses Mannes im Stil des A(sa, so daB sich kaum entscheiden HiSt,
wer der Verfasser ist ... ". We are not certain whether the line of
demarcation should be drawn between line 7 and following and the
preceding ones (lines r-6) that Caskel draws between them. Lines 4-6
describe the variety and diversity of earthly phenomena, particularly
of the diverse living things. In line 7, in which the trip to Salamah
is not yet mentioned in any way, the poet continues the same theme:
"And I have [ridden] different riding animals either saddled or
unsaddled, according to my choice: I am accustomed to prod on
the slowly-trodding (awkward) as well as the light-footed (swift)
animals that climb up the hills't.! In other words, the poet speaks

1 In connection with this passage, M. Muhammad Husain (in the Cairo
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here of his custom exercised by him in the past (and even still now,
in the present) without-for the time being-touching upon the
special case of his trip to Salamah, The two lines 8-9 whose contents
continues that of line 7b: uzgi, thus continue this theme. These two
lines 8-9 which, together with line 7 introducing them (waqad
rahalt« ... uzgi ... ), develop directly from lines 1-6, lead then in
a natural way to several additional lines (10-14). From these lines
we quote in extenso lines 8-9 and 12-13: (8) uzgi sara'ifa kal-qisiyi
min-a s-sauJ:tati sakka l-musaffa'i l-J:tagala (9) wal-hauzaba l-'auda
amta!ihi mal-tantarisa l-wagna>a wal-gamala ... (12) bisairi man
yaqta'u l-mafawiza wal-bu'da ila man yutibuhii l-ibilii (13) taal­
haikala n-nahda wal-walidata wal- 'abda wayu'!i ma!afilan 'u!ula ...
"(8) [Further] I drive slender (light-footed) she-camels 1 resembling
arrows made out of sauhat-wood-s-even as the falcon pushes
partridges on in front of him 2 (9) and the old vigorously running
camel is being used by me as a riding-animal jointly with them (the
mentioned slender long-legged she-camels) , [further] the sturdily
built she-camels running headlong with mighty gait and the
(ordinary) camel ... (12)-as he travels who crosses the deserts
and the far-away places in order to reach the one rewarding him
with camels (13) and with the powerful, stout horse and the young
she-slave and the slave ... " .

Among the lines following the above lines, Caskel (p. 93f.)
identifies lines 16-24 which conclude the poem again as an in­
dependent passage whose authorship he likewise denies to al-A'sa
and attributes to what he suspects to be the anonymous poet.
Caskel considers as especially important lines 22-24, of which he
therefore gives a full translation: (22) qad 'alimat Farisun tea-

edition of al-A'sa, p. 232) incorrectly interprets liqal ("slowly-trodding
animals") as "load-laden animals" in contradistinction to "load-free animals"

1 For the term sara'if, here applied to she-camels which are compared
to arrows, cf., e.g., al-Ahtal, p. 150, 3: sardsiju amlalu t-qanii qudun (with
reference to wild she-asses), and <Antarah. no. 16, 5: a!-!uwalatu s-sarii-ifu
(with regard to horses).

2 For the meaning and use of sakko. in this context compare, e.g., Naqii id,
ed. Bevan, p. 775, II: biizun ya$ukku (iubiirayatin "a falcon that drives in
front of him bustards (that is: pursues them so closely that he 'strikes'
them)"; moreover d. Tabari, Annales, II, 1849, 6 (in sag'): ... au la rasuh­
kannakum sakka l-qutiiniivi l-qaribii ya$ukkuhunna ganiban faganibii. We
refer also to al-Ahtal p. 235, 7, where the subject of the verb is the "(male)
wild ass" running behind his "wifes" in their race to the wateringplace:
tasadda/u ah yiinar: wa(linan ya$ukkuha kama $akka dalwa l-mati(li r-ragawani
(d. also ibid., p. 236, I).



THE RETURN OF THE HERO

lJimyaru teal-A (rabu bid-Dasti ayyuhum nazald (23) hal tarjkuru
l-rahda ji T'anammusa irj tadribu li qa(idan biha mat ala (24) laitun
ladd lr/:tarbi au tadu!Ja lahu qasran wabarjrja l-muluka ma ja(ala
"(22) Die Perser wissen, Himyar und die Beduinen, wer in ad-Dast
zum Kampf vom Pferde stieg. (23) Gedenkst du der Begegnung in
Tanammus, als Du dort sitzend mir ein Sprichwort sagtest? (24) 1m
Krieg ein Lowe, bis der Krieg bezwungen, und Fursten beugen sich
vor seinen Taten" (Caskel's translation). In his subsequent remarks
(see for the details the article itself) Caskel-especially on the basis
of line 24-identifies the man described and eulogized in lines rtiff.
(and especially in lines 22-24) with al-Muhallab b. Abi Sufrah : " ...
der Sieger in der Schlacht bei Dast/Madar, der Feldherr, dem die
"Fiirsten" Mu'awiya, (Abdallah b. az-Zubair und 'Abdalmalik
soviel Dank schuldeten, daf die Wendung "beugen sich vor ihm"
"nicht allzu ubertrieben klingt ... ". That is, instead of relating
ad-Dast in line 24 (see above) to the pre-Islamic battle of ad-Dast,
where the Persians were victorious over the Abyssinians, Caskel
identifies the battle in point with the battle of al-Madar in the year
67/686, in which the troups of al-Muhtar b. Abi 'Ubaid were put
to flight by the army of MU$ 'ab b. az-Zubair which was under the
command of al-Muhallab b. Abi Sufrah : "denn aI-Magar lag bei
Dast-i Maisan (s. EI s. v. Maisan)". Caskel-on the basis of the
historical circumstances assumed by him-indicates also certain
reasons for the "anonymous" poet's concealing his own name as
well as the name of the man whom he praises (that is-in Caskel's
view-al-Muhallab, see above). Furthermore, Caskel also assumes
that the "anonymous" poet himself was responsible for his lines
addressed to al-Muhallab being transmitted as al-A (sa's creation,
and he even assumes that the "anonymous" poet himself was the
transmitter (that is, the rawi) of al-A (sa's poetry in general. Caskel
discusses also certain other aspects of the alleged activity of this
unnamed poet. Without going into details concerning these con­
clusions with regard to the authorship of these lines, we state that
the particular passage (lines 16-24), identified by Caskel as a self­
contained, independent piece of poetry, should be considered as
starting with line 15 (not quoted by Caskel) ; for this line suits the
context of the lines following it, that is, lines 16-24, may even be
considered as the basis of these lines, although it expressly mentions
Pil Fa'is Salamah, al-A'sa's contemporary and patron: a:jbaha.[)u
Fa'i§in Saliimatu. rju t-tajcjali hassan ju'aduhu garjila. To detach this
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line from the lines following it, seems to be a rather arbitrary
procedure.

With regard to Caskel's statements on the lines following line IS,
we would like to point out the following: It is not possible to share
Caskel's opinion that the phrase wabadda l-mulick« mii [a'ala (in
line 24, see above p. 285) alludes to some historic event (that is, the
battle of ad-Dast in which Caskel sees in this particular context a
reference to the battle of Magar in much later, Islamic times). This
phrase involves only a customary form of praise: "his deeds out­
strip [the deeds of] kings". (The idea of "subduing someone, causing
him to surrender"-according to Caskel ("... beugen sich ... ",
see above p. 28S)-is, besides, never contained in the verb badda.I

Now as far as the age of this section of the poem (lines 15-24),
respectively of the poem as a whole (no. 35) and al-A (sa's authorship
is concerned, it does indeed seem that the circumstance that the
battle of ad-Dast (mentioned in line 22) can probably not be dated
later than 570 A.D., would exclude the authorship of al-A (sa. How­
ever, there is no way of stating that this would by all means be
absolutely certain. It ought to be noted that in line 21, which
immediately precedes the line in which ad-Dast is mentioned,
reference is made to the parents of the praised chieftain: angaba
ayyiimu wiilidaihi biM id nagaliihu [ani-ma mii nagalii "The days
of his parents have born him when they begot him: and what a
magnificent one have they produced!" We presume that ayyiim
("days") is used here in the pregnant sense of "days of battle".
Accordingly, we must interpret: "His parents' days of war have

1 Caskel's interpretation of batjtja in the present context (obviously based
on the information provided by the dictionaries, e.g., by Belot and Hava)
is indeed in agreement with the interpretation in Blachere's new Diction­
naire arabe, vol. I, p. 475 a, s.v. btjtj: " ... to overcome S.O., to triumph
over him. .. ila malikin batjtja l-mulicka bisa 'yihi. .. towards a king who
has dominated kings through his boldness (Mutaqqib, 23)". batjtja never
means "to dominate s.o.", i.e. "to triumph over him, to subdue him by
applying force against him, and, subsequently, to exercise power over him".
batjtja means nothing else but "to outstrip S.O., to surpass him and excel
him" and is basically used of the racehorse that outstrips the other horses
in running. It can metaphorically be applied to the hero, whose striving
and activity is generally compared to the running of the race-horse (see, e.g.,
Zuhair, ed. Ahlwardt, no. 3, 36-38; 9, 21-23, 26). The quoted phrase by
Mutaqqib thus means: "towards a king who has outstripped (or: surpassed)
all other kings by his 'running''', "by his striving and (heroic) achievements".
sa 'y never means "boldness". sa 'y "manly activity", and sa 'a "to carry
out such activity", is itself based on the comparison of the hero with the
race-horse.
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born him ... ". that is to say: "his parents have born him in the
days of war (in which his father naturally actively participated)".
The following line (line 22) then alludes to that time of the war, in
which pu Fa'is Salamah was born and in which his father parti­
cipated: The hero who, before the eyes of the Persians, Himyarites,
and Beduins, stepped down from his horse during the battles of ad­
Dast for the purpose of single combat, was pu Fa'is Salarnah's
father, mentioned in the preceding line (line 21; the term "father" is
implied in the term walidaihi "(of) his parents"). In other words:
pu Fa'is was "born during the war", and hence is a hero, or-in
order to use an Arabic metaphor for the concept of "hero"-"a son
of war" (ibn al-l:tarb). We are reminded of a word by (Abdallah b.
az-Zubair (transmitted in al-Baladuri's Ansab al-asraf = Anonyme
Chronik, ed. by Ahlwardt, p. 257): ayuljawwifuni 'Abdu-l-Maliki
bil-harbi uia'ana bnu l-harbi wa'aljiihii fiha wulidtu wabihii gu{#tu
"Does 'Abdalmalik want to intimidate me with the threat of war
while I am the son of war and his brother: in it (that is to say: in
the war) I was born and with it I have been reared." There
exists a similarity between this utterance and a word that the
representative of the Ansar is said to have stated at the meeting
with the Prophet at the 'Aqabah (according to the version of al­
Baladuri, Ansab al-asrii], vol. I, ed. M. Hamidullah, Cairo 1959,
p. 254, 9): nal:tnu banii l-barbi gu{#na bihii wamurinna (alaiha "We
are sons of war, we were reared with it and were trained at it."

If we-as the above analysis suggests-may assume that pu
Fa'is Salamah did not himself take part in the battle of ad-Dast
but rather was born approximately at the time of these battles,
there is no reason to deny al-A (sa the authorship of these lines.

In connection with our arguments for the existence, in pre­
Islamic (and early-Islamic) times, of the motif of "the Return of
the Hero", we should of course not overlook the fact that in Islam
itself there exists a related idea, i.e., the idea of "the return (ragcah)
of the "hidden Imam" (al-Mahdi al-muntazar?', We consider it
certain that this Si(ite doctrine is nothing but an Islamic version
of the pre-Islamic, genuinely Arab idea, which we find attested in
a number of early poetical passages. d. above p. 271).



CHAPTER TEN

"LIFE AFTER DEATH" IN EARLY ARAB CONCEPTION *

A careful interpretation of some early poetical passages reveals
an interesting ancient Arab idea concerning the change affecting
man through death. The habit of the early Arab during his life­
time consists in wandering.' This wandering may of course be inter­
rupted by short stays during which the Beduin temporarily becomes
a muqim, "a sedentary". From the passages we have in mind we
learn that, according to early Arab conception, the Arab nomad,
through death, loses his nomadic habit definitely, becomes, as it
were, a real (permanent) "sedentary", muqim» He thus, through
death, enters a condition which, during his life-time, he has hardly
considered as attractive. Indeed, not only does man become through
death a (permanent) sedentary, muqim, but the grave itself, through
which the nomad becomes a sedentary, is in turn called muqim. In
this latter use the term muqim has (in agreement with the element­
ary meaning of the "causative", aqama) a transitive meaning:
"causing (someone) to 'stay', making him sedentary". In the
following we quote a number of passages characterized by the term
muqim, be it in its intransitive use: "staying, or: sedentary", or in
its transitive use: "making someone 'stay', making him sedentary".

We start with the following lines from the Diwan of Zuhayr b.
Abi Salma (ed. Ahlwardt, no. 20, 4-5; ed. Landberg, Primeurs
arabes, II, p. 176, with al-A <lam's commentary): (I) arani iq,a mii
bittu bittu <alii hawan wa'inni iq,ii asbahiu. asbahiu giidiyii (2) ila
J:tufratin uhdii ilayha muqimatin yaJ:tu[tu ilayhii sii'iqun min warii'iyii.

* The motif propounded in the present study has originally been dealt
with in a very concise form in Tarbiz, vol. 17, 1945/46, p. 62-64, in the frame
of a note to our (Hebrew) article "On the Achievements of Medieval Arabic
Philology" .

1 The identity of "life" with "travelling (migrating)" according to the
early Arab (Bedouin) conception has found a rather emphatic expression
in the lines by Burg b. Mushir at-Ta'i (in Hamasiit Abi Tammam, p. 262),
quoted by us below p. 289.

2 For muqim in the sense of "staying" as contrast to "travelling" see,
e.g., Qays b. Rifa-ah's line in al-Qalr's Amali, ed. Bayrut 1965, vol. I, p.
II, 21: latargi<unna a!ladilan mula'<anatan lahwa l-muqimi walahwa
l-mudligi s-siiri,



"LIFE AFTER DEATH" IN EARLY ARAB CONCEPTION 289

O. Rescher, Beitrdge zur arabischen Poesie, IV (Istanbul, n. d.),
p. 37, translates these lines (on the basis of al-A 'lam's commentary) 1

as follows: "Und ich erfinde mich, dass, wenn ich eine Nacht
verbringe, ich sie tiber einem Wunsche verbringe, und dass, wenn
der Morgen kommt, ich mich einer dauernd bestehenden Grube,
der ich tibergeben werde, zu bewege, indem ein von hinten Treiben­
der mich ihr zustosst." We recognize the reading 'alii hawan as an
ancient corruption of 'alii t-tawii 2• Moreover, we consider the phrase
ilii lJufratin uhdii ilayhii muqimatin. as a conjunctional clause (with
the preposition ilii serving in the function of a conjunction), thus
equivalent to ilii an uhdii ilii lJufratin muqimatin.3 Accordingly, we
interpret the two lines as follows: "I see myself (i.e., the natural
course of my life) [thus]: During the night I am hungry; and in the
morning (at dawn) I set out (for the purpose of pasturing, hunting,
raiding, etc.)-until I will be carried (on some day) tc a pit which
makes [me] 'stay' (i.e., makes me a sedentary) [a pit] to which [as a
goal] a driver behind me (that is: fate) urges [me] on." With respect
to the contents in general of these two lines, and especially in order
to clarify the meaning of muqimah. as an attribute of hufrah. (in
agreement with our above translation), we quote the following lines
by Burg ibn Mushir at-Ta'i (ljamiisat AM Tammiim, ed. Freytag,
p. 262, lines 7-8): (r) nutawwifu mii nutawwifu tumma ya'wi rJ,awii
l-amwiili minnii wal-'adimu (2) ilii lJufarin asiifiluhunna giifun
wa'a'liihunna $uffiilJun muqimu "We travel 'what we travel' (i.e., we
travel a certain time) and eventually both the owners of possessions
among us and the indigent take the path toward pits whose lower
parts are hollow and whose upper parts consist in a slab that 'makes
stay' " (Freytag in his translation of the Hamasah, p. 353, trans­
lates $uffiilJun muqimun by "lapis erectus", whereas Ruckert, Die
Volkslieder der Araber, vol. 2, p. 8r, interprets the entire phrase
wa'a'liihunna $uffiilJun muqimun by " ... und deren Obres Steine
breit verspunden"). There are many instances of the use of muqim.
as an epithet to nouns expressing the concept of "tomb", like qabr,
gada!, hufrah, or as-sums» ("the hard [stones]").

In addition to the above-quoted passages we quote the following

1 al-A'Iam:s comment on the first one of the two lines reads: waqawluhu;
bittu 'ala hawan, ay: li /:tagatun lii tanqadi li 'anna l-insiina ma diima /:tayyan
[alii budda min an yahuui say'an wayaJ:ttagu ilayhi.

2 Cf. below p. 296.
3 For this construction we refer to our Studies in A rabic and General

Syntax (Cairo 1953), p. 31, n. 3.
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further examples. Diwiin Labid b. Abi Rabi'ah, ed. Brockelmann,
no. 48, I (p. 43): alimmii bi 'alii l-gadati l-muqimi "[My two friends]
stop with me at the tomb which 'makes [the wanderer] stay'"
(Brockelmann interprets: "Macht mit mir halt an dem unbeweglich
ruhenden Grabe"). Furthermore, Ibn Hisam, Sirat Rasiili-lliih, p.
350, 19 (from a poem ascribed to Abu Qays b. Abi Anas, one of the
early followers of the Prophet): tnald tahfil« n-na1J1u l-muqi­
matu rabbahii idii asbahat rayyii iea'asbaha tiiwiyii. G. Weil (Leben
Mohammeds, I, 257) translates this line: " ... der aufrecht stehende
Dattelnbaum kiimmert sich nicht urn seinen Herrn, so lang dieser
besteht und er selbst gut genahrt wird. A. Guillaume (Life of
Mohammad, by Ibn Ishaq, p. 238), avoiding Wiistenfeld's "difficult"
reading an-na!Jlu l-muqimatu (interpreted by Weil as "the palm
that stands erect"), reads with edition Cairo (1937) an-na!Jlu l-mu­
'imatu "the palm that needs water" (and also adopts from the same
edition the reading tiiwiyii for Wiistenfeld's tiiwiyii, to which latter,
strangely enough, he assigns the literal meaning "standing"). We
accept Wiistenfeld's "difficult" reading al-muqimatu (and also keep
tiiwiyii) , but interpret the line as follows: "The palm which 'makes
[the wanderer] stay' (or: makes him a sedentary: an-na!Jlu l-muqi­
matu) does not care about its master [who is buried at its root], as
long as itself is irrigated (more literally: as long as its thirst is
quenched), while he (i.e., its master) has become 'sedentary'." Here,
beside muqimah-in its transitive use, as an epithet of a term
with the meaning "place of burial"-we find the participle tiiwin,
of the intransitive verb tawii "to settle, halt", which is indeed
frequently used (in analogy to aqiima, muqim) as an expression for
the concept "to die".

Whereas the above-quoted passages are characterized by the use
of muqim (or muqimah) in its transitive meaning as an epithet of
the grave, muqim is, in certain other passages, used in its intransitive
meaning, "staying, sedentary", as an epithet of the human being
that has died (that is: as as synonym of tiiwi(n) which has just been
mentioned). The description of the person that has passed away, and
has been buried, as "one who has become [permanently] sedentary"
appears, e.g., in the following line by Hassan b. Tabit (Diwiin, ed.
Hirschfeld, no. 30, 6): .. , wa'amsii muqiman [i baqi'! l-garqadi
" ... and he (i.e., 'Utman b. 'Affan) has become 'sedentary' in Baqi'
al-Oarqad (the cemetery of Medina)". Cf. also the very similar
instance in Diwiin Labid, ed. Brockelmann, fragm. no. 40, 2-3
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(p. 57) : waballig ... Bani Numayrin ... bi'anna l-wiifida r-ralyJ.tiila
amsii muqiman 'inda Taymani f)i ~iliili "and let the Banu Numayr
know that the visitor of chiefs, the constant traveller (ar-ralyJ:uil)
has become [permanently] 'sedentary' (muqim) near Tayman Vii
Zilal", The pregnant meaning of muqim, "sedentary", is here
specially stressed by the word being used as contrast to ar-ralyJ;tiil
" the traveller".I

Our motif appears in a most lucid and interesting form in the
following lines by Sahr al-Oayy, in an elegy on his son Talid (As'iir
al-Hudaliyin, ed. Kosegarten, no. 16, 3-4): (3) laqad agrii limasra':
ihi Talidun wasiiqathu l-maniyatu min Adiimii (4) ilii gada#n biganbi
l-gawwi riisin bihi mii halla iumma bihi aqiimii "Talid raced to his
downfall, and Fate has driven him from Adam to a grave firmly
established at the side of the valley; at it he alighted, thereupon
he stayed at it permanently (became 'sedentary')". In this passage,
the original intention of the use of aqiima (or muqim) with respect
to a person that has passed away, has found an especially clear
expression inasmuch as the process of the nomad's becoming
sedentary is described here in its characteristic two phases: He first
alights: a process described by the verb halla ; he subsequently
(when he stays for a more extended period or permanently) becomes
sedentary: a process described by the verb aqiima. The two phases

1 Zuhayr's line-according to the text established by us here-is character­
ized by the phrase biiia 'alii j-jawii "to spend the night while being hungry"
and by the use of this idea as contrast to the idea of the Bedouin's very
active behaviour during day-time. The same features are clearly present
in the following line by 'Antarah (ed. Ahlwardt, no. 19, 12; p. 42): walaqad
abitu 'alii j-jawii wa'a?alluhu [lattii aniila bihi karima l-ma'kali "I spend the
night while being hungry and I remain in this condition during the day
until I obtain in it (i.e., in this condition) 'the noble food' (i.e., the noble
activity, which also guarantees my bread)". Furthermore, in view of the
fact that Zuhayr's line uses the verb gada as contrast to biita ('alii j-jawii) ,
we may compare it also with the following line in al-Gal,1i?' Kitiib al-Ifayawiin
(ed. 1938), vol. 4, p. 264, I: ... wa'agdu 'alii hammi wa'in bittu jiiwiya
" ... and I am used to set out on my way in the morning with the intention
of accomplishing my plans, even though I have spent the night in hunger."
The idea of the Bedouin's sallying forth at daybreak while being hungry
has found a similar expression in Sanfara's lines (Liimiyat al-iArab, lines
26-27) in which the nomad (with respect to both features: his being hungry
at the end of the night and his sallying forth at day-break in this condition
of hunger) is compared with the wolf: (26) wa'agdu 'alii l-qiui e-sah/idi kamii
gadii aeallu tahiidiihu t-tanarifu athalw (27) gadii jiiwiyan yu'iiriif,u r-riha . . .
(with respect to the Bedouin's incessant hunger see also the directly preceding
line, 25: wa'ajwi 'alii l-tJum$i l-[tawiiyii . . . ).
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of the process of "settling" is described by the same two verbs, for
instance, also in the following line by Ibn Harmah (Ifamiisat AM
Tammiim, ed. Freytag, p. 693, v. 3): agsii i-tariqa biqubbati wa­
rawiiqihii wa'altullu [i naszi r-rubii tea'uqima«. Whereas in this line the
two verbs (altullu ... wa'uqimu) are used in their primary sense,
in Sahr al-Gayy's line the two verbs (ltalla ... iumma aqama)
appear in their secondary use with respect to the nomad who has
passed away and thus has become "sedentary".

On the basis of the above interpretation of aqdma, muqim, we
now easily understand the line ascribed to Imru'u-I-Qays (ed.
Ahlwardt, app., no. 3, 3; Six Diwans, p. 196 = Ibn Qutaybah, as­
Si'r was-su'ara', ed. de Goeje, p. 47, 13): agiiratanii inna l-lyufiiba
taniibu-var.: inna mazdraka qaribu-wa'inni muqimun ma aqdma
'Asib« "oh, my neighbour (fern.) [that art buried here]!, behold,
the events of fate overtake [man]-var.: behold, [my] visiting thee
is imminent-and I am about to 'stay' (or: to be sedentary) as long
as [the mountain] 'Asib will stay (i.e., for ever)." This specific form
of our motif recurs (or is imitated) in a line by the early bandit
Malik b. ar-Rayb (in Ibn Qutaybah, ibid., p. 206,4; see the intro­
duction, p. 205, IS): (... iumma lahiqa bi-Sa'idi bni 'Utmdno: bni
'Affiina [agazii ma'ahii ljurasiina falam yazal biM ltattii miita
walammii hadarailn« l-wafatu qdla: ... ) fayii $ahibay raltli danii
l-mawtu fa!tJira (var.: fanzila) birabiyatin inni muqimun layaliya
"(then [Malik b. ar-Rayb] joined Sa'id b. 'Urman b. 'Affan and
raided with him Hurasan, and remained there until he died, and
when death overcame him, he said: ... ) Oh, my two travel­
companions!, death is near, so dig [my grave] (var.: stop) on a hill,
for I am about to 'stay' (i.e., to be 'sedentary') many days (i.e.,
for ever)."

We observe in early poetry another motif which we consider
closely connected with the idea discussed above, that is the motif
that the comrades of the dead or slain person have the tendency
to speedily abandon the man who has become "sedentary" in his
grave and hastily resume their wanderings in accordance with their
nomadic way of life. Cf., e.g., the following line by 'Amir b. at­
Tufayl (ed. Lyall, no. 32, 2, p. 146): alii inna lyayra n-niisi rislan
wanaf,datan bi-Hirgiiba lam tuhbas 'alayhi r-rakii'ibu, which Lyall
(in his Translation p. II7, with unjustified reference to Well­
hausen, Reste arabischen Heidentums», p. 180-181) renders: "Behold,
the best of men in gentleness and valour lies there at Hirjab with
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no camels tethered around his grave". We read lam tahbis (instead
of lam tuJ.tbas) and interpret the line as follows: "Behold, the best
of men in gentleness and valour [remained] in Hirgab, without the
riding-animals-that is: his travel-companions, riding on these
animals-having stopped at him (i.e., at the side of his grave)
(that is: without having interrupted their wandering for an apprecia­
ble amount of time, in order to keep him company in his solitude)."

Furthermore, we refer to the following line in A§'iir al-Hudaliyin,
ed. Kosegarten, no. 131, S (p. 282): alii inna !Jayra n-niisi [rislan]
wanagdatan bi'Agliina qad !Jaffat ladayhi l-akdrisu, R. Abicht,
in his translation of Kosegarten's edition of the Arabic original
(Die Lieder der Dichter vom Stamme Hudail, Namslau 1871, p. 92)
renders this line: "ha, sie die besten der Menschen in Scherz und
Ernst in 'Aglan sind leichtfiissig geflohen von ihm diese Schaaren."
He thus interprets qad !Jaffat ladayhi l-akdrisu, erroneously, as
expressing the idea that the companions of the dead man forsook
him in battle (see Abicht's remark ibid., footnote II), and also
relates the expression !Jayr(u) n-niisi to the companions of the dead
man (instead of to himself). It is evident that qad !Jaffat ladayhi
l-akiirisu is a variant of the (negative) sentence in 'Amir b. at­
Tufayl's line quoted by us above: lam tahbis 'alayhi r-rakii'ibu.
Accordingly, the Hudaylite line is to be interpreted: "Behold, the
best of men ... lies at 'Aglan, the bands [of his companions] having
speedily travelled on [not staying] with him [for an appreciable
amount of time]."

The motif of the dead man's companions abandoning him and
speedily hurrying on with their wandering is also found in various
contexts in which-in difference from the two last-quoted passages
-the forsaken man is expressly described as having become muqim,
"sedentary" . We quote, e.g., the following line, ascribed to Ka 'b b.
Malik (Tabari, Annales, 1,3062, IS), which again (see above p. 290)
refers to 'Utman b. 'Affan: amsii muqiman bil-Baqi'i wa'aljbalyu
mutafarriqina qad agma'u bi!Jufufi. This is to be interpreted: "He
(i.e., 'Utrnan) became in the evening 'sedentary' in the Baqi" (the
cemetery of Medina), and they (i.e., the people who accompanied
his dead body to his grave) dispersed already in the next morning,
having resolved to hurry on with their wanderings (everyone, or
every group or clan, taking a different direction)." Whereas it is
clear that in this line, referring to 'Utrnan, this specific motif, which
is rooted in the original, nomadic way of life of the early Arabs, is
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used more or less figuratively, in the following line by at-Tufayl b.
<Awf, ed. Krenkow, no. 18, I, the use of the motif quasi reflects
reality: amsii muqiman. bi-f)i-l-<Awsii'i $ayyiruhu bil-bi'ri giidarahu
l-afi,yii'u wabtakaru. Krenkow renders this (ibid., Translation, p. 24):
"He remained behind at Du-l-<Awsa where his grave is near the
well, the tribes having abandoned him and moved away." We
recognize also here the pregnant meaning of muqim: "He (the
lamented hero) became 'sedentary' in Du-l-<Awsa' in the evening,
his grave is in the well; the tribesmen hurried on with their wan­
derings already early on the next morning and forsook him." In
the last two passages, the speed with which the wandering nomads
abandon their dead companion, is-in characteristic agreement with
the nomadic way of life-stressed by the use of the expression amsii
muqiman "he became 'sedentary' in the evening" with respect to
the dead person, and of the expression a$bafi,u (or: ibtakaru) "they
hurried on [already] on the next day, early in the morning" with
respect to his companions, the wandering nomads. We also refer to
the following passages which imply the motif in a more or less
distinct manner: Hell, Neue Hudhailiten-Diwane, p. 59: Abu IJiras,
no. 5, 2; and ibid., p. II2, 14: Usamah b. al-Harit, fragments.

The motif of the speed with which the nomads abandon their
dead fellow-nomad, hurrying back to their road to continue their
wanderings, has found an especially clear expression in a line by
'Alqarnah (Diwiin, ed. Ahlwardt, no. 9, 1-2): (I) wasiimitin biya lii
taMii <adiiwatuhu irj,ii fi,imiimi siiqathu l-maqddiru (2) irj,ii tadam­
manani baytun biriibiyatin iibu sirii<an wa'amsii wahwa mahguru
"Many a person whose enmity is not concealed, will experience
malicious joy regarding myself when fate will send death to me,
when 'a house' on a hill will harbor me: They (the ones that bury
me) quickly return (to their path)-abandoningit (i.e., the 'house')."
This passage is characterized by a special feature, that is: by the
tomb being named "house". We consider this expression, that is:
"house" for "tomb", a part of the idea described by us here, that is :
the idea of the nomad becoming through death a permanent
sedentary (muqim). The dead nomad, having stopped wandering,
lives in a "house" for all eternity. Living in a "house" is the most
characteristic aspect of "being sedentary" (and "not being wan­
dering"). The motif of the dead nomad being left in "his house"
while his fellow-nomads continue with their wandering already on
the next morning after having buried him is, e.g., also present in
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a line by the ancient hero Zayd al-Hayl, We quote the following
passage from Ibn Hisam's Sirah, p. 947: ... falammd ntahii min
baiadi N agdin ila ma'in min miyahihi yuqalu lahu Fardatu ~abathu

l-/:tumma bihii famdta walamma ahassa Zaydun bil-mawti qdla:
amurta/:tilun qawmi l-masdriqa gudwatan wa'utraku F baytin bi­
Fardata mungidi ... " ... and when he (i.e., Zayd al-ljayl) arrived
at one of the water-places of the land of Nagd named Fardah, the
fever befell him there and he died; and when Zayd felt death ap­
proaching, he said: "Will my people travel in the morning towards
the East, while I shall be abandoned in a 'house' on a hill at
Fardah? ... ".



CHAPTER ELEVEN

THE HUNGER OF THE BEDOUIN

The line from Diwiin Zuhayr (ed. Ahlwardt, no. 20, 4) quoted
above p. 288 is, in the text form established by us, characterized
by the phrase bittu (alii t-tawii ... ". I spent the night while being
hungry". Our emendation of the transmitted text of this line (alii
t-tawii instead of 'alii hawan) is confirmed by a line by 'Antarah
(ed. Ahlwardt, no. 19, 12; p. 42) which, in turn, expresses the same
motif which we consider present in Zuhayr's line, that is: the
contrast between "the Bedouin's hunger during the night" and
"his extraordinary activity during the day": walaqad abit« (alii
t-tawii wa'a?alluhu J:tattii andla biM karima l-ma'kaii "I am wont to
spend the night while being hungry and I remain in this condition
during the day until I obtain, while being in this condition, 'the
noble food' (i.e., the noble activity, which also guarantees my
bread)". In view of the fact that Zuhayr's line uses the verb gadii
as contrast to biita (alii t-tawii), it seems pertinent to compare it
with the following line, in al-Gahiz' Kitiib al-lfayawiin (ed. 1938),
vol. 4, p. 264, I: ... wa'agdu (alii hammi wa'in bittu tiiwiyii " ...
and I am wont to set out on my way in the morning with the intention
of accomplishing my plans, even though I have spent the night
in hunger." The idea of the Bedouin's sallying forth at daybreak
while being hungry has found a similar expression in as-Sanfara's
lines (Liimiyat al-tArab, lines 25-27) in which the nomad with
respect to both features: his being hungry at the end of the night
(or during night) and his sallying forth at daybreak while in this
condition of hunger, is compared with the wolf: (26) wa'agdu (alii
l-quti z-zahidi kamii gadii azallu tahiidiihu t-tanii'i]« atJ:talu (27) gadii
tiiwiyan yu(iirirj.,u r-riha ... Concerning the Bedouin's incessant
hunger we may also quote the directly preceding line, 25: wa'atwi
(alii l-l:Jum$i l-J:tawiiyii ... The motif of the Bedouin's hunger during
night appears also in Hatim at-Ta'i's line (Diwiin, ed. Schulthess,
no. 20, 4; p. 13, 7): abitu l:Jami$a l-batni mudtamira l-J:tasii (d. also
ibid., no. 21, I; p. 13,: laqad kuntu atwi l-baina ... ). The motif is
indeed in vogue throughout the ancient poetry. We may refer, e.g.,
also to Diwiin al-Farazdaq (ed. Boucher, p. 57, 12-13): (12) wa-
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mustanbibi« wal-laylu bayni wabaynahu ... (I3) sarii iff, tagassii
l-laylu taJ:tmilu ;;;awtahu ilayya ;;;-;;;abii qad zalla bil-amsi tiiwiyii. Cf.
also 'Urwah b. al-Ward's lines (Diwiin, ed. Noldeke, no. 3, I5-I6;
p. 27): (I5) yaniimu <isii'an iumma yu;;;biJ:tu tiiwiyan yaJ:tuttu l-J:ta;;;ii
<an ganbihi l-muta <ajjiri (I6) qalila ltimiisi z-ziidi tu« linafsihi iff,ii
huwa amsii kal- <arisi l-mugawwari.

In a very interesting way the motif of hunger is made use of by
al-Hutay-ah in his description of an adored beauty (Diwiin al­
ljutay'ah, ed. Goldziher, no. 7, 2; ZDMG 46, 203): iff,ii n-nawmu
alhiihii <an-i z-ziidi !Jiltuhii bu"ayda l-karii bdtai <alii tayyi l-mugsadi
"when sleep diverts her from [her desire for] food (i.e., makes her
forget her hunger), I might think, after she has been asleep a little
while, that she spends the night on a saffron-coloured blanket
spread out with many folds." The basic ideas of the line, which
are: (I) the lady's having fallen asleep without having eaten the
regular (and normally only) meal of the Bedouin, and (2) the many
wrinkles of her belly (caused by her hunger), are well clarified by
the scholion to the line: yaqid«: iff,ii lam ta <assa jabatat !Jami;;;ata
l-batni sabbaha 'uknaha wan#wii'a batnihii bitayyi iasobi« mugsadin
wahwa l-ma;;;bugu biz-za'[ariini, We consider this description of
the sleeping beauty by al-Hutayah related to Tarafah's descrip­
tion of his lady, in which the motif of the wrinkles of the belly
(caused by hunger) appears without the lady being described as
asleep (Diwiin Tarafah, ed. Ahlwardt, no. II, 6): laha kabidun
malsii'u ff,iitu asirratin wakasJ:tiini lam yanqu;;; tawii'ahumii l-habai
"she has a belly that is smooth (soft) but displays wrinkles, and
two hips the slenderness of which has not been diminished by
pregnancy." The hunger suffered by the Bedouin woman we consider
referred to also in Abu ljiras' line (ed. Hell, Neue Hudailiten­
Diwane, II, p. 54; no. 3, line 3): iff,ii hiya hanna: lil-hawii hanna
gawjuhii kagawji l-ba'iri qalbuhii gayru ff,i 'azmi, which Hell (in his
Translation, p. 27) renders:"Wenn sie aus Liebesverlangen stohnt,
stohnt ihr Bauch wie der Bauch eines Kameles; ihr Herz ist un­
bestandig." The "whimpering" of the lady (and "the whimpering
of her stomach") because of her "desire for love" (lil-hawii) makes
little sense in general, and especially in view of the fact that the
main topic of the poem is the hunger of the Bedouin (d. especially
line 2 of the poem, and also lines 4 and 7). Accordingly, instead
of lil-hawii (a reading which is also reflected in the scholion to the
line), we read l#-tawii (in agreement with our emendation of Zuhayr's
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line, see above p. 296), and accordingly interpret: "While she wim­
persfor hunger, [also] her stomach 'whimpers', ... she is not capable
to endure."

It is noteworthy that this characteristic trait of the life of the
ancient Bedouin: his (almost permanent) hunger, is also reported
with respect to the Prophet. We quote (Ibn Sa 'd, Tabaqat, I, 2;
p. II3, 27): inna n-Nabiya kiina yabitu l-layiiliya l-mutatiibiCata
tiiwiyan ... "The Prophet was wont to spend a number of successive
'nights' (that means: days) in hunger." Furthermore we quote
(ibid., p. II4, 5; the Prophet speaks to his daughter Fatimah}: ...
amii innahii awwalu taCiimin da1Jala fama abiki munrju taliitatu
ayyiimin ". .. behold, this is the first food that comes into the
mouth of your father since three days."

The three-day period with respect to the Prophet's having had
no food, is obviously not coincidentaL Indeed, we find frequently
references to "going without food for three days". A period
of three days is evidently considered as the maximum time which
a human being is capable to spend without food. In a poem ascribed
to al-Hutay-ah, in which a Bedouin hunter is described (ZDMG 47,
194), the hunter is referred to as tiiwi talii#n "three-day faster".
A usage to slaughter animals "after three days"-which means:
to enjoy a real, opulent meal every three days-, we learn from the
following line by al-A'sa Maymiin (ed. Geyer), no. 19, IO: humu
t-taraju n-niiki l-cadiiwi wa'antumii biqu$wii talii#n ya'kuliina waqii­
'i$ii. We should read ta'kuliina instead of ya'kuliina. As to ai-iaraf«
n-naki (which is transmitted in all sources-see Geyer's apparatus
-and is also reflected in the scholion), it should be replaced with
taraf« n-niiki i.e., with taraju without article. Cf., e.g., wal-munii
tara]« rj-rjaliili "illusions are the maximum of error" (in Noldeke's
Delectusveterum carminum arabicorum, p. IOI, line 9 = Diwiin Ldbid,
ed. tIalidi, p. III, line I). Of the same type is wa'inna rjiilika
latarafun min-a l-adabi "this is good behaviour in the highest
degree" (Eine anonyme arabischeChronik = section of al-Baladuri's
Ansiib al-aSriif, ed. by Ahlwardt, p. 163, 6). Accordingly al-A csa's
line should be interpreted: "They inflict on their enemies the
maximum of harm imaginable, while you at the end of three days
eat the flanks of the sheep (which you are wont to slaughter and
to eat after such a period has elapsed)". In connection with the
period of three days as the maximum period which the Bedouin
can endure without eating any considerable quantity of food or
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without eating altogether, we should also interpret the fact that
the usual duration of raids or hunting trips was three days; cf.,
e.g., Zuhayr, Diwiin, ed. Ahlwardt, no. 3, 29 (p. 80): al-Asma"­
iyiit, ed. Ahlwardt, no. 26, 8 (p. 26); Hatim at-Ta>i, Diwiin, ed.
Schulthess, p. 17, 14-15; etc.

Also with respect to certain Islamic usages, and in connection
with anecdotes concerning historical personalities of the early
Islamic period, we find references to the three-day period of absti­
nence from food. In the first place we have to mention the Qur>anic
precept of a three-day fast in expiation for a broken oath (Surah
5, 91 ) : lii yu>ii1;irjukumu lliihu bil-lagwi F aymiinikum waliikin
yU>ii1;irjukum bimii (aqadtumu l-aymiina fakaffiiratuhu ip<iimu
(asarati masiikina ... aw tal;z,riru raqabatin. Waman lam yagid
fa$iyiimu taliitati ayyiimin, rjiilika kaffiiratu aymiinikum idii /:talaftum
wal:tfa?u aymiinakum ... The three-day period which is here
prescribed certainly reflects the ancient Arab experience that three
days represents the normal period during which a person is able to
abstain from food. However, in view of this characteristic early
Arab feature being involved, it seems very likely that the Qur'anic
precept itself represents an early Arab usage. In any case, it seems
interesting to note that Ibn Ishaq reports an actual case of precisely
this from the earliest time of Islam (Ibn Hisam, Sirat Rasidi-lldh;
ed. Wustenfeld, p. 550, ISH.): ... iumma raga:« Ka'bu bnu 1­
Asrafi ilii l-Madinaii [asabbaba binisii>i l-Muslim'ina /:tattii arjiihum.
Faqiila Rasulu-lliihi ($l(m): Man U min-i bni l-Asrafi, faqiila lahu
Msihamanada bnu Maslamata ... : Ana laka yii Rasida-lliihi, ana
aqtuluhu. Qiila: Faf'al in qadarta (alii rjalika. Faraga(a Muhammad«
bnu Maslamata famakuta taliitan lii ya>kulu walii yasrab« illii mii
yu'liq« nafsahu. F arjukira rjiilika li-Rasuli-lliihi ($l(m) [ada'iihu,
faqiila lahu: Lima tarakta i-ta (iima was-sariiba. F aqiila: Y ii Rasida­
lliihi: Qultu laka qawlan lii adri hal ajiyanna laka biM am lii ...
" ... And Muhammad b. Maslamah spent three days without food
or drink, apart from what was absolutely necessary to keep himself
alive. When the Prophet was told of this, he summoned him and
said to him: 'Why did you give up eating and drinking?' He replied:
'0 Prophet! I have assumed towards you a task concerning which
I do not know whether I can fulfill it.' ... " The three days of fasting
reported here with respect to Muhammad b. Maslamah, though
agreeing in substance with the Qur>anic precept to fast three days
in expiation for an unfulfilled oath (or vow), may certainly be
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considered to reflect an early, pre-Islamic usage. The three-day
period as maximum-period during which one is able to abstain
from food and drink, and after which forbidden food and drink
may be enjoyed, is the basis of an anecdote referring to the Prophet's
"companion", 'Abdallah b. I;Iudafah, whom Heraklios wanted
to treat with pork and wine (Pseudo-Waqidi, FutulJ ai-Sa'm, ed.
Cairo A.H. 1368, vol. 2, p. 9, 1-2): ... [aqiila [Hiraqlu]: M ii
mana'aka an ta'kula , Qiila:Faza'an min-a lliihi warasulihi tea'aydan.
annahu [sic] qad lJalla li ba'da taliitati ayyiimin, waliikin mii aradtu
an tasmaia hi l-mullJiduna "And [Heraklios] said: 'What prevented
you from eating?' ['Abdallah b. Hudatah] replied: '[I abstained]
from fear of God and His prophet, although [this food] is lawful to
me after three days... .':"



CHAPTER TWELVE

EQUALITY OF BIRTH OF HUSBAND AND WIFE

(KAFA)AH), AN EARLY ARAB PRINCIPLE

N. J. Coulson, A history of Islamic law (Edinburgh University
Press, 1964), p. 49 states: "Class consciousness in Kufa, stemming
from the variegated nature of its society, where Arab and non­
Arab Muslims were in intimate contact, and from the tradition of
social stratification in the Sasanian Persian empire, produced the
doctrine of marriage equality (kafiPa). This doctrine, which re­
quired the husband to be the equal of his wife (or her family) in
various specified respects, including lineage, financial standing and
profession, had no parallel in early Medinan law and is not mentioned
at all in Malik's Muwatta). Class distinctions were not so keenly
felt in the closely knit family of Medina." This statement by
Coulson (see ibid., p. 228) reflects the theory put forth by Farhat
J. Ziadeh in his article "Equality (kafii'ah) in the Muslim law of
marriage", published in the American Journal of Comparative Law,
VI (1957), p. 503-517.

To clarify Ziadeh's theory as fully as possible, we quote some
significant statements by him in extenso. After declaring ii.c.,
p. 505) "that Malik had nothing to say about kafa'ah in al-Muwatta)
.. , [and] is even reported to have expressly authorized the mar­
riage of non-Arab men to Arab women ... ", he continues (p. 506
at the bottom) as follows: "It would seem, therefore, that Malik's
denial of the social distinction upon which kafa)ah is built is due
to the fact that his milieu of Medina and Hijaz had not developed
such distinctions, while that of Abu Hanifah in Kfifah and Iraq,
which was more cosmopolitan and socially complex, had. The
admixture of ethnic groups, the long tradition of urbanization, the
existence side by side of Arab and "client" (mawla, pl. mawali-new
converts to Islam), the resulting social differentiation-all these
factors were highly conducive to the development of kafa)ah in
Iraq. This country, further, was heir to the class distinctions of
the Sasanid empire, and these distinctions seem to have persisted
despite the theoretical leveling process of Islam. The inescapable
conclusion, therefore, is that kafa)ah developed in Kufah in a milieu
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which recognized social distinctions, and that the doctrine spread
to other localities and was adopted by other schools at a later date.
This conclusion-as far as it goes-supports Goldziher and Schacht
in their assertion that Muhammadan jurisprudence originated in
Iraq.... " Ziadeh closes his examination of "The origin of kafii/ah"
by the statement (l.c., p. 508): "We have seen that there is very
little in the Arab background, but much in the Persion background
to constitute an origin for the doctrine of kafii>ah."

To everyone familiar to some degree with early Arab life, in
which noble descent and heroic achievement play such an extra­
ordinary role, it must, from the outset, seem rather strange to
derive a principle like kafii>ah "(marriage) equality" from a foreign
civilization.

Of course, Ziadeh pays attention not only to the possible existence
of kafii>ah in ancient Arab society, but raises also the question
whether such a principle-if one were inclined to assume that its
origin is Arab, not foreign-would be compatible with the spirit
of Islam (p. 508, under the heading: "Islamic religion and kafii>ah") :
" ... But what is the position of Islam as a religion and as a system
of ethics vis-a-vis this doctrine [namely: the doctrine of kafii>ah] ?
... there can be no doubt there is a preponderance of evidence to
show that it is contrary to the spirit of Islam. . .. "

With respect to the attitude of Islam to the social equality or
non-equality of tribes and clans-social distinctions on which
kafii>ah in the sense of "marriage equality" as a genuine Arab
principle would necessarily be based-we quote the following state­
ment by Wellhausen in his study "Die Ehe bei den Arabern" (Nach­
richten der Gottinger Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften, 1893, p. 439)
"Granted, there is no strict scale of the tribes and clans; it varies
and changes; the public opinion on this point-at a given moment
in time-is, however, rather solidly established. Islam is in this
respect, as in many others, heir of paganism. In principle, it does
not tolerate differences of blood, in fact, however, it does re­
cognize thern.'"!

Among the instances which Ziadeh considers as testifying to the
non-existence of the principle of kafii>ah "marriage-equality" in
early Islamic practice, is the following (p. 508): "When Bilal, the

1 Wellhausen's point of view, clearly expressed in this quotation, is
essentially the same as the one set forth subsequently by Goldziher in his
Muhammedanische Studien, I, p. 130ff.
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Abessinian muezzin of the Prophet, wanted to get married to an
Arab girl, Muhammad sent him to her people saying: 'Tell them
that the Messenger of God orders you to marry me off'."

Concerning Bilal's attempt to marry a woman of noble lineage
we quote the following tradition, transmitted in Ibn Sa (d's T'abaqiit,
111,1; p. 169,7-10: ... a!Jbarana Wahbu bnu Garirin qdla: Hataba
Bilidwn wa>a!Juhu ila ahli baytin min-a l-Yamani [aqiila: Ana
Bildlun. waha!J,ii aM, (abdani min-a l-Ifabasati kunna rJallayni
fahadana llahu wakunna (abdayni fa'a'taqana llahu, in tunkif;,una
[al-hamdu lillahi, wa>in tamna(una fallahu akbar. In al-Baladuri's
Ansab al-asriif, vol. I (ed. M. Hamidullah, Cairo 1958), p. 189, 18,
the first sentence of this tradition reads: !Jataba Biidlton wa>a!Juhu
ila ahli baytin min-a l-b-ri (or: bir-?), instead of min-a l-Yamani
(in Ibn Sad), It is evident that we have to read: ... ila ahli
baytin min-a l-t Arabi ; and this-min-a l-s.Arab«, and not min-a l­
Yamani-is to be considered the original reading. Bilal and his
brother intended to marry girls of noble Arab, Beduin stock; in
trying to achieve this goal, they found no escape from mentioning
their ignoble origin and declared themselves resigned to whatever
response their request might elicit from the Arab clan in question:
"If you let us marry [into your familyJ-then praise be to God!; and
if you refuse us-then glory be to God!" (al-Baladuri reads:
[asubhana llah, instead of fallahu akbar). If this story regarding
BiLU (or any of its variations, including the later one quoted by
Ziadeh) proves anything, it is that in the early Islamic era the
principle of hafa>ah was, for all intents and purposes, in force.

To provide positive proof regarding our assertion that the principle
of hafa>ah-equality of birth of the partners in a marriage-was
indeed a genuine Arab ideal or principle, still in force in the early
Islamic era, we may refer to various traditions which mention
personalities of ancient Arab stock, personalities that may be
regarded as the true representatives of the ancient, truly Arab,
aspirations. We quote the following tradition concerning Sa 'id b.
al-(A~ (al-Baladuri, Ansab al-asraf, vol. 4 b, Jerusalem 1938, p. 132,
22-133, 5): lammii hadara! Sa'ida bna l-(A$i l-wafatu da'ii waladahu
faqiila: ayyukum yahfulu dayni, faqala "Amrun-i l-ASdaqu: ana
akfuluhu wakam huwa ya abati, qiila: sab'iina alfa dinarin ... tumma
qala Sa (idun : ya bunayya, la tuzawwig banati illa min akfa>ihinna
walaw bifilqi !Jubzi s-sa(iri, fan?ur a!Jawati [ala taqia' wuguhahunna
(anka ... "When Sa 'Id b. al- (A~ was near death, he summoned
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his sons and said: 'Who takes on himself the payment of my debts?',
and 'Amr al-Asdaq said: 'I take it on myself. How much is it, my
father?' ... Then SaId said: '0 my son!, don't marry off my
daughters but with their equals, be it even for a piece of barley
bread (as bridal gift, mahr); and take care of my sisters ... '." The
fact that kajii'ah "equality" is here expressly declared to be com­
patible with a bridal gift of minimal value, clearly shows that we
are dealing here with a principle rooted in the practices of early
Arab, Beduin society, and not with a principle taken over from a
foreign, urban society.

The same characteristic feature-equality: a basic requirement;
the amount of dowry: a factor of lesser importance-appears
also in the following tradition referring to a slightly later period
(al-Baladun, Ansdb al-asrd], vol. 5, Jerusalem 1936, p. III, IO-I4).

wa'ammii Ijiilidu bnu l-Mutriji jakiina nabilan wajada ilii Y'azida
bni 'Abdi-l-Maliki ja!Jataba ilayhi Yazidu u!Jtahii [aqiila lahii: inna
(Abda-Uiihi bna (Amri bni 'Utmdn« abi qad sanna linisii'ihi (isrina
aija diniirin ja'in a(taytanihii wa'iUii lam uzawwigka; [aqdla Y'azidu:
awamii tariinii akjii'an iUii bil-mdli i ; qdla: bald. waUiihi innakum
banii "ammirui ; qdla: inni la'a?-unnuka law !Jataba ilayka ragulun
min Quraysin lazawwagtahii bi'aqalla mimmii (jakarta min-a l-mdli
... "As to Halid b. al-Mutrif, he was a noble who visited Yazid b.
'Abdalmalik. and he (i.e., Yazid b. 'Abdalmalik) asked him (i.e.,
lj:alid b. al-Mutrif) to give him his sister in marriage; and he (i.e.,
Halid b. al-Mutrit) said: '(Abdallah b. 'Amr b. 'Utman [b. (Affan] ,
my father, assigned to (or: established for) his wives twenty
thousand denars (as mahr, bridal gift); and if you give me that
[then 1 shall give her to you in marriage], and if not, 1 shall not let
you marry her'. Thereupon Yazid said: 'Don't you consider us
as 'equal' except on the basis of money?', whereupon he (i.e.,
Halid b. al-Mutrif) said: 'No, by God!, you are our cousins';
whereupon (Yazid) said: 'I believe, if a man from Qurays had asked
you, you would have let [him] marry her with a lesser amount of
bridal money than that you mentioned' ... ". Also this passage stres­
ses the genuine Arab characterof the principle of kaja'ah, "equality
of the partners in a marriage" : the main characteristics (though not
the only ones) taken into account in assessing this requirement for
a marriage are the Arab ideals par excellence: noble descent and
glorious achievements.

The characteristic feature of the two afore-quoted passages, that



EQUALITY OF BIRTH OF HUSBAND AND WIFE 305

is: the interrelationship between a rather limited amount of sadiiq
("bridal gift") and kafii'ah ("equality of birth") has furthermore
found a clear expression in the following statement ascribed to the
pre-Islamic tribal judge (min l}ukamii' al-'Arab) 'Awf b. Umayyah
(as-Sigistani, Kit. al-Mu'ammarin, ed. Goldziher, p. 101, II; see
Goldziher's note in his introduction, p. 67 bottom): ... wa'u$ikum
bi'ayiimiikum lJayran: suddu l}ugubahunna, wa'ankil}uhunna ak­
fii'ahunna ioa'aysiri; s-sadiiqa limii baynakum-tanfuq ayiimii­
kum wayakfur naslukum" ... I advise you to take good care
of your unmarried women: keep them unaccessible behind the
screen (i.e., in the women's compartments of the tents): and marry
them with their peers, and make the conditions concerning $adiiq
("dowry") between you easy-then your unmarried women will
easily find husbands and your offspring will be numerous."

Kafii'ah. as a self-understood requirement for a marriage in the
genuinely Arab understanding of that institution is the main feature
also in the following story which again involves Sa'id b. al-'A~who,
in the story quoted above (p. 303), stressed on his death-bed, the
principle of kafii'ah with respect to his own daughter (Tabari, Anna­
les, I, 2851, 6ff.): ... falJaraga 'Umaru yasirtt fi l-barri fantahii ilii
mii'in falaqiya 'alayhi arba'a niswatin faqumna lahi; [aqiila: mii
lakunna waman antunna; [aqulna: baniitu Sufyiina bni 'Uwayfin;
wama 'ahunna ummuhunna faqiilat : halaka rigiilunii wa'ir;jii halaka r­
rigiilu rjii'a n-nisii'u, fada'hunna [i akfii'ihinna; fazawwaga Sa'idan
il}diihunna wa-'Abda-r-Ral}miini bna 'Awfin-i l-ulJrii wal-Walida bna
'Uqbaia Hiilitata. Wa'atiihu baniitu Mas'udi bni Nu'aymin-i n­
NahSaliyi faqulna: qad halaka rigiilunii wabaqiya :;-$ibyiinu farja'nii
fi akfii'inii ;jazawwaga Sa'idan il}diihunna wa-Gubayra bna M u!,imin
il}diihunna; fasiiraka Sa'idun hii'ulii'i wahii'ulii'i "['Umar b. al­
Hattab] went out traveling in the countryside and came to a
water-place and met there four women. They rose and approached
him and he said to them: 'What is with you, and who are you ?',
and they replied: '[We are] the daughters of Sufyan b. 'Uwayf.'
With them was their mother, and she said: 'Our men perished, and
when the men perish, the women are lost. So put them to such as
are equal to them (their peers)!'. And he (i.e., 'Umar) married
Sa'id [b. a1-'A~] with one of them, and 'Abdarrahman b. 'Awf with
the other, and al-Walid b. 'Uqbah with the third one. And there
came to him (i.e., to 'Umar) the daughters of Mas'iid b. Nu'aym
an-Nahsali and said: 'Our men perished, and the little children
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were left over; so put us to our peers!'. And he (i.e., 'Umar) mar­
ried Sa'Id [b. al-<A~] with one of them, and Gubayr b. Mutim with
another one; thus Sa 'Id has his share in the first ones and the
second ones."

We add to this testimony on the importance of kaja'ah the
following further testimony, which, though referring to a happening
of a later time (year IS8 A.H.), is in its main feature very similar to
the earlier one (involving Sa 'Id b. al-<A~), and, in turn, strikingly
reveals the character of kaja'ah "equality (of the husband)" as a
self-understood, natural and indispensable requirement for the
marriage of a woman of genuine, noble Arab stock (Tabari, An­
nales, III, 420, 2 ft.): "[tradition] from Zayd, the client of <lsa
b. Nahik. He said: Al-Mansiir called me after the death of my
master and said: '0 Zayd!'. I replied: 'To your service 0 Commander
of the Believers!'. He said: 'How much property has Abu Zayd
left behind (in his estate) ?'. I said: 'A thousand denars, or about
that.' Thereupon he said: 'And where are they?'. I said: 'AI­
Hurrah (i.e., his wife) has spent them for his funeral ceremony (the
mourning assembly arranged in his honour).' He said: 'How
wonderful this is!'. Then he said: 'How many daughters did he leave
behind ?'. I said: 'Six'. Thereupon he remained silent, with his eyes
cast down, for quite some time; then he raised his head and said:
'Go next morning to the gate of al-Mahdi!'. And I went in the
morning, and I was told [there]: 'Do you have mules with you ?'.
And I said: 'I did not get any order with respect to this or anything
else, and I do not know, why I was called.'-Then Zayd continued:
Thereupon I was given one hundred and eighty thousand denars, and
I was advised to hand to each one of 'Isa's daughters thirty thousand
denars. Then al-Mansiir called me and said: 'Did you receive what
we have ordered [to give] to Abu Zayd's daughters?'. I said: 'Yes,
o Commander of the Believers!'." (p. 420, 13ft.) qdla: (u)gdu
"alayy« bi'akja'ihinna J:tatta uzawwigahunna minhum.-qala: [aga­
dawtu <alayhi biialdtatin. min waladi l-<Akkiyi watalatatin min ali
N ahikin min bani "ammihinna Jazawwaga kulla waJ:tidatin minhunna
<ala talatina alJa dirhamin wa'amara an tuhsnala ilayhinna sadaqii­
tuhunna min malihi wa'amarani an astariya bimii amara bihi
lahunna ¢iya<an yakunu ma<asuhunna minha fafa'altu rj,iilika "He
said: 'Come next morning to me with their peers so that I marry
them with them!'. And I came to him in the morning with three of
the sons of al-f.Akkl and [with] three of their cousins from the clan



EQUALITY OF BIRTH OF HUSBAND AND WIFE 307

of Nahik, and he married each one of them off with [a nuptial
gift of] thirty thousand drachmas (sicl, not denars), and gave order
that the alms tax due to them from his possessions be brought to
them (i.e., <isa's daughters), and he ordered me to buy for them
land estates from which there would come their livelihood, and I
did this (carried his order out)."

This last story is quite in line with respect to kaja>ah as a pre­
requisite for marriage with all our previous quotations (see p. 303 ff.),
dealing with happenings of the earliest period of Islam; it is how­
ever especially similar to the happening involving 'Umar b. al­
Hattab and Sa 'Id b. al-' A~, insofar as the women to be married
with "their peers" are orphaned girls, and the person who takes
care of the transaction, is the caliph (or Imam), the chief of the
Islamic community. An additional, noteworthy feature of the last
passage quoted by us (Tabari, III, 420, z ff.) is that the Imam
involved in the case-that is: al-Mansiir-s-feels it to be his obliga­
tion to provide the mahr (:;;adaq) , the "nuptial gift", which, basically,
is incumbent on the husband. The Imam, in providing the nuptial
gift, puts it, as it were, at the disposal of the bridegroom involved.
(In the story in which it is 'Umar who takes care of the marriage of
the orphaned girls with "their peers", this feature, though probably
implied, is not expressly stated).

A further instance of kaja>ah is represented by the following story
where the man considered to be kuf" (or kafi», "equal", and there­
fore acceptable as the husband of a woman of noble Arab descent,
is Laqit b. Zurarah who was slain on the Day of Si 'b Gabalah in
the year 570 A.D. (Agani, vol. 19, p. 129): "Zurarah b. 'Udus b.
Zayd was a noble man, and, one day, he looked upon his son Laqit
and discerned in him [a trait of] vanity and fieriness. And he (i.e.,
Laqit) started beating his slaves; and he was then a youth. There­
upon Zurarah said to him: 'You act as if you would have come with
one hundred of al-Mundir b. Ma>-as-Sama>'s stallions, or would
have married Oii 'l-Gaddayn's daughter." Then Laqit said: 'I
swear to God that I shall not wash my head, shall not eat any
meat and not drink any wine until I shall have acquired both (the
stallions and the girl), unless I die.' And Laqit left together with a
cousin of his (on his mother's side) ... and they were riding until
they came to the Banii Sayban and greeted their tribal assembly.
Then Laqit said: 'Is Qays b. Halid amongst you ?'-and the latter
was at the time the chief of the tribe Rabiah-s-whereupon Qays



308 EQUALITY OF BIRTH OF HUSBAND AND WIFE

said: 'I am Qays, and what is your desire?' Laqit answered: 'I have
come to ask for the hand of your daughter in marriage.' And Qays
had vowed (lit.: sworn) that no one would ask him in public for
the hand of his daughter in marriage, but that he would smite him
with evil and revile him. And Qays said to him (i.e., to Laqit}: 'And
who are you ?'. He answered: 'I am Laqit b. Zurarah b. 'Udus b.
Zayd' (at that point there follows another reply by Qays). And
Laqit said: ' ... Oh uncle, by God! you are (respectively your
family is) worthy to be aspired to, and I do not deserve being
reviled; and if I speak to you face to face, I shall not try to deceive
you; and if I speak with you in public (in the presence of others),
I do not cause you any shame.' And Qays was pleased with his
(i.e., Laqit's) speech and said: '[You are our] peer [and] noble ([anta
kuf'un karimun). I marry off my daughter to you and give you
one hundred female camels (of that and that first-class quality) as
nuptial gift (inni qad zawwagtuka wamahartuka mi'ata niiqatin ... )'
(in other words: I make available to you one hundred female camels
which you can then use as a nuptial gift for my daughter, instead
of having you supply the nuptial gift out of your own means) ... ".1

We think there is no need of any further proof for the pre­
Islamic and genuinely Arab origin of the principle of kafii'ah,
"equality", with respect to marriage, and we stress once again
that Ziadeh's doubts concerning the genuinely Arab, pre-Islamic
character of this principle (see above p. 301) are unjustified. The
last-quoted passage is also interesting from the point of view of
the relationship of mahr, "nuptial gift", to the principle of kaja'ah.
The passage shows that a nuptial gift of a decent amount is of
course a basic requirement for a marriage in ancient Arabia; but
it also shows-astonishingly enough-that the ineluctable duty to
make a daughter marry a husband who is "her peer", can induce
her father to make arrangements for an action tantamount to a
token observance of this indispensable requirement (the mahr) , by
putting the mahr at the disposal of the prospective husband from
his own means (wamahartuka mi'ata ndqatin ... ). On the other
hand, this feature, as it appears in the above story concerning

1 We quote also the balance of the story with regard to Laqtts vow
to bring one hundred of al-Mundir b. Ma'-as-Sama's stallions to his father
Zurarah (ibid., p. 130): "And they (i.e.: Laqlt and his cousin) struck out
toward Mundir b. Ma'-as-Sama' ... And Laqlt went until he came to al­
Mundir and told him of his father's statement and of his own reply. And
he (i.e.: al-Mundir) gave him one hundred of his stallions ... "
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Laqit b. Zurarah and Qays b. Halid, must be identified with a
peculiarity of the story of the 'Abbasid caliph al-Manstir's marrying
off the six orphaned daughters of <Isa b. Nahik Abu Zayd with
"their peers" (bi'akjii'ihinna; Tabari, Annales, III, 420, zff., see
above p. 306), acting in this instance in the place of their father,
i.e., as their waliy, their guardian (a designation which would also
apply to their father). Not only did al-Mansiir give the order to
find for them husbands, husbands who were their peers, but he also
put at the disposal of each of these prospective husbands the means
for a nuptial gift befitting the women to be married. The distinction
is immaterial that, in the one story, involving al-Mansiir, the
person providing the means for a decent dowry, is not the father
himself, but the one acting in his place (namely, al-Mansfir}; and
that, in the one involving Qays b. Halid, it is the father of the girl
to be married who provides himself the means for a befitting dowry.
Rather, the common feature is that it is the waliy (or representative)
of the girl who places the mahr at the disposal of the prospective
husband. In both instances this implies that the kajii'ah, "the
equality" of the prospective husband, is considered such an im­
portant factor for the bringing about of the marriage, that he is
in practice, though not in theory, freed from raising the means for
a decent nuptial gift, which per se is another important requirement
for a marriage.

It is clear from the outset that the idea of kajii'ah "equality"
as a requirement for the partners in a marriage could come about
only in a society in which the idea of "equality" was regulating
social life generally (and not only with regard to marriage). And
in this context we have to draw attention to the fact that the idea
of "social equality" and of "those that are peers of one another"
is an early Arab social idea. We quote from the Diwiin of Tarafah
(ed. Ahlwardt, The divans oj the six ancient Arabic poets), no. 14, 5:
lJayru 7:z,ayyin min M a<addin <ulimu lil?afiyin waligiirin wabni <am
" [We are] considered the best of men among Ma<add, whether we
are judged by our peers, our clients, or our cousins (close rela­
tives)." Furthermore, d. ibid., no. 8, 12: wal-magdu nunmihi
wanutliduhu ioal-hamdu. [i l-akjii'i naddalJiruh "As to glory, we
increase it and make it hereditary, and as to fame among the (i.e.,
our) peers, we store great treasures of it." We moreover quote the
line of another pre-Islamic poet, Sinan b. Abi Haritah al-Murri
(al-Mujar!4aliyiit, ed. Lyall, no. 101, 5): waqad dafa't« walam agrur
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(ala ahadin fatqa l-(asirati wal-akfa>u suhhiidi, which Lyall (ibid.,
vol. II, p. 287) renders: "And time was that I prevented, without
causing injury to any, a breach in the tribe-yea, all my equals in
age are my witnesses!". It cannot be subject to any doubt that
Lyall's "my equals in age" as translation of al-akfa>u should be
replaced by "my peers'"" If, as passages like these make it clear,
the concept of "social equality" is a current concept of early Arab
social life, then we cannot be surprised that such a concept, and all
that goes with it, has come to playa role, more accurately: an
important role, with respect to the norms and requirements for
marriage.

1 The term akfij,> in exactly the same sense appears also in the following
sentence which 'Abdallah b. 'Abbas is reported to have spoken (Buharl,
$aly/il:t, ed. Krehl, vol. III, p. 251, 17-18): wallahi in wa~alun'i tuasaiiini min
qaribin wa>in rabbiini rabbiini akfa>un kiramun "By God! if they (i.e., the
Banil Umayyah) will be my confederates, they will be the confederates of one
who is their kinsman; and if they want to relate to me as masters, then peers
[and] nobles will be my masters", where the combination akfa'un kiramun
(plural) is to be equated with the expression kuj>un karimu.n in Qays b.
Halids speech to Laqft b. Zurarah (in connection with kafa>ah as a basis for
marriage, see above p. 308). In a variant of the utterance ascribed to Ibn
'Abbas (l.c., p. 252,6), the concept akfij,> "peers" is replaced by bani; 'amm
"cousins": wa'in kana la budda an yarubbani banii 'omm; ahabbu ilayya min
an yarubbani gayruhum "and if my cousins will unavoidably be my masters,
-[this] is in any case better for me than that others be my masters."



CHAPTER THIRTEEN

THE STATE ARCHIVES IN THE EARLY ISLAMIC ERA *

Cl. Caheri's recently published article entitled Notes de diploma­
tique arabo-musulmane (]As., t. 251, 1963, p. 3II-325) throws light
on the inadequacy of reports with regard to the character and the
treatment of documents of Arab-Muslim history as well as on the
relatively uncertain form of the documents from these periods,
insofar as such documents are transmitted at all (see in particular
lac. cit., p. 314).

An important question in this connection seems to be whether,
in the earliest stages of Arab-Muslim history, there has actually
been something that could come close to the concept of "Archives".
If we would have reliable reports on this particular point, the
question of the authenticity of the documents and their tenor as
transmitted from those periods would, at least in principle, be placed
in a more positive light.

In connection with this last question-i.e., the question of the
existence of institutions that had a characteristic resembling that
of "Archives"-one ought not to overlook in passing certain isolated
references occurring in a context of historical accounts and reports.

In the reports on Y awm al-Diir, the reports concerning the
assassination of 'Utrnan b. 'AHan and the events preceding it,
Marwan b. al-Hakam's intervention at the risk of his own life plays
an important part with regard to the Calif exposed to the threat
of death. We quote from this report a certain fragment as trans­
mitted in al-Baladuri's Ansab al-asrii], vol. 5, ed. S. D. F. Goitein
(Jerusalem 1936), p. 79, r r ff. (= Ansdb, manuscr. fol. 482 a) : wa­
!Jaraga M arwiinu bnu I-Ifakami wa-huwa yaqid«: ... '[umma daraba
'an yaminiM wa-simiiliM[a-kamala 'alayhi I-Ifaggiigu bnuGaziyyata
wa-huwa vaqui«: ... fa-darabaha 'alii 'unuqiM bi-l-sayfi fa-lam
yaqta' sayfuhu wa-!Jarra Marwiinu li-waghiM wa-gii>at Fiitimatu
bintu Sarikin-i I-Am;iiriyatu min Baliyyin-wa-hiya ummu Ibriihima
bni 'Arabiyyin-i l-Kiniiniyyi llarji kiina "Abdu-l-Maliki bnu M ar­
wiina walliihu 1-Yamiimata wa-hiya llaii kiinat rabbat M arwiina-fa­
qiimat 'alii ra'sihi iumma amarat biM [a-humila wa->ud!Jila baytan

* Previously published in Arabica, vol. 15 (1968), p. 87-89.
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jihi kunnatun (:is) "And Marwdn b. al-Hakam went out while
he said (there follow several ragaz lines). He then struck out with
his sword to the right and to the left whereupon al-I:Iaggag b.
Gaziyyah attacked him while he said (there follow several raga:
lines) and he (i.e., al-I:Iaggag) struck him (i.e., Marwan) with his
sword on his neck. However, the sword did not cut into the flesh,
although Marwan fell on his face. Then there appeared Fatirnah
bint Sarik the Ansarite woman of the tribe of Baliyy (and she is
the mother of Ibrahim b. <Arabi al-Kinani whom 'Abdalmalik b.
Marwan had appointed as Governor over al-Yamamah, and she
had brought up Marwan) and placed herself over him, where­
upon she gave order to carry him away and to bring him into
a house (or: room?) having a 'shed roof' (or: provided with an
'awning')."

To what extent it could have been of significance that the house
or the room into which he had been carried had been provided with
a "shed roof" or an "awning" is not readily evident. In fact, the
reading is, kunnatun, is based on an emendation on the part of
the editor. The manuscript (according to a note by the editor) offers
.::-:S", and this could naturally also be read as ~ kutubun, i.e.,
"a house containing documents". We shall now quote a variation
of the tradition which appears in an earlier part of al-Baladuri's
Ansab al-asrd], in vol. I, ed. M. Hamidullah (Cairo 1959), p. 22, Iff.
(= Ansiib, manuscript, fol. !O) and by which the reading kutubun
"documents" is confirmed: ioa-qiila Hisiinu: bnu l-Kalbiyyi:
lamma kana Yawmu Diiri 'Utmiina duriba M arwanu bnu l-Ifakami
iea-Sn'idu bnu l-<A$i [a-saqatii. Fa-ieaiabat Fdtimata. bintu Sariki-bni
SamJy,a'a [a-adhalat Marwana baytan fihi qaratisu ja-aflata. Fa­
kana Banii M artoiina yaJy,ja?una Ibriihima bna <Arabiyyin wa­
yukrimunahu bi-ddlika l-sababi ... Wa-kana 'Abdu-l-Maliki qad
walla Ibriihima bna 'Arabiyyin-i l-Yamamata wa-a'malaha ...
"And Hisam b. al-Kalbi said: On the Day of Dar 'Utman (the day
of the siege of 'Utrnan), Marwan b. al-Hakam and Sa'id b. al-'A$
were struck by the sword and fell. Then, Fatimah bint Sarik b.
Samha.' sprang to her feet and brought Marwan into a house contain­
ing rolls of papyrus (i.e., documents), and he escaped. And the
sons of Marwan took Ibrahim b. 'Arabi into their care (or: re­
membered this, or: ya'rifana rjalika li ... 'gratefully acknowledged
this to I. b. 'A.'?) and bestowed honor on him for this reason....
And 'Abd al-Malik b. Marwan appointed Ibrahim b. <Arabi as
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Governor over al-Yam amah and the administrative districts
belonging thereto.... "

The existence of a site specifically intended for the storage of
documents, i.e., a kind of archives, is clearly proved through this
tradition for the period of "Utrndn : and there is no reason to doubt
that it represented an obvious and standard institution in the
administration of the Islamic Community even during the rule of
'Utrnau's predecessors.

This proof of the existence of State Archives is confirmed by a
similar reference to an event of the year 68 A.H. And it is quite
noteworthy that also in this particular tradition the mention of
the Archives (in this case referred to by the short, concrete term
Bayt al-Qarafis "House of Documents") occurs in connection with
the statement that this site was used as an asylum for a wounded
or a hiding-place for a person in danger. In that particular case the
"House of Documents" is mentioned in connection with the rescue
of al-Walid b. 'Abd al-Malik after he had been wounded in a fray
subsequent to the killing of 'Amr b. Sa 'di al-Asdaq by 'Abd al­
Malik (Tabari, Annales, II, 789, 17ft.): .,. wa-aqbala ma'a Yal:tya
bni Sa'idin IJumaydu bnu lfurayfin wa-Zuhayru bnu l-Abradi fa­
kasari: Mba l-maqsiiraii ioa-darabi: l-niisa bi-l-suyufi tea-daraba
'abdun li-'Amri bni Sa'idin yuqalu la-ha Masqaiatun-i l-Walida bna
'Abdi-l-Maliki darbatan 'ala ra'sihi iea-htamalahii Ibrahimu bnu
'Arabiyyin ~al:tibu l-Diwani [a-adhalahi; Bayta l-Qarafisi "And in
the company of Yahya b. Sa'id, Humayd b. Huray] and Zuhayr
b. al-Abrad approached and shattered the door of the room and
struck the people with their swords. And a slave of [the killed]
'Amr b. Sa'id, named Masqalah, hit al-Walid b. 'Abd al-Malik on
his head with a stroke of the sword. Thereupon, Ibrahim b. 'Arabi,
the Head of the Diied«, lifted him (or: carried him) and brought
him into the House of Documents." It is of course quite interesting
that also in this case, in the year 68 A.H., in an occurrence greatly
resembling that in the preceding quotation from the year 35 A.H.
and that took place upon the assassination of 'Utman b. 'Aftan,
the rescuer was the son of the woman who had appeared as the
rescuer in the earlier occurrence.

However, this had not been entirely coincidental, insofar as the
rescuer was indebted to his presence at the scene of the event to the
aid furnished by his mother in the earlier episode; nay, more even,
insofar as the special type of assistance (completely identical with
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the one furnished by his mother at the earlier episode) was possible
to him due to the particular type of position granted to him on the
basis of his mother's honorable deed, i.e., the position of the $ii/:tib
al-Dhoiin, the Head of the Diwan, who was obviously in direct
charge of the Bayt al-Qardii«, the "Archives". The fact that in both
instances it is specifically the Bayt al-Qariitis, "the Archives", that
is being used as a lieu of refuge and hiding-place for a person that
is wounded and persecuted by enemies may readily be related to
the particular suitability of this site as a lieu of refuge or hiding­
place for a person persecuted by enemies under such circumstances.
The fact that the term Bayt al-Qariitis is mentioned in connection
with the $iil}ib al-Diwiin makes it clear beyond doubt-which
could hardly be doubted to begin with-that what had been
involved in the case of the Bayt al-Qariitis (or also: baytun fihi
qariitis, or: baytun fihi kutub) was nothing else than the "State
Archives" .



CHAPTER FOURTEEN

THE COMMUNITY'S PARTICIPATION
IN THE PUNISHMENT OF CRIME IN EARLY ARAB SOCIETY

In the early Islamic document (Ibn Hisam, Sirat Rasidi-lldh, ed.
Wiistenfeld, p. 341 ff.), known under the name of "Muhammad's
Charter of Medina"-in the expression of Wellhausen (Skizzen und
Vorarbeiten, IV) "Muhammads Gemeindeordnung von Medina"­
we find the following section (counted by Wellhausen as § 21; Ibn
Hisam, l.c., p. 342, 13 ff.): wa'innahii man-i 'tabaia mu'minan
qatlan 'an bayyinatin fa'innahi: qawadun biM ilia an yar¢ii waliyu
l-maqtiili sea'inn« l-mu'minina 'alayhi kaffata» wala ya/:tillu lahum ilia
qiyamun 'alayhi. Wellhausen translates this passage (l.c., p. 70):
"Wenn jemand einen Glaubigen mordet und uberfuhrt wird, so
findet Talio statt, es sei denn, dass sich der Anwalt des Getoteten
(mit Siihngeld) zufrieden gibt. Die samtlichen Glaubigen miissen
wider den Marder stehen, sie durfen nicht anders als gegen ihn
Partei nehmen" 1.

Wellhausen (l.c., p. 77, line 3 ff., and line 19 ff.) draws from this
passage the following conclusions: " ... Die Rache wird der Familie
zwar nicht ganz, aber doch zum Teil entzogen ... Ist aber der
innere Frieden durch Gewalt und Frevel gebrochen, so hat nicht
bloss der Beleidigte oder dessen Geschlecht, sondern die Gesamtheit
und insbesondere die Verwandtschaft des Verbrechers, die Pflicht
gegen ihn mit vereinten Kraften einzuschreiten und ihn, wenigstens
in dem Hauptfalle, dass er Blut vergossen hat, dem Blutracher
auszuliefern, dem es dann frei steht, Blut urn Blut zu vergiessen
oder Siihngeld zu nehmen (§ 12, 21, 22). Also die Vollstreckung der
Rache verbleibt der Familie. Nur die Verfolgung und Sistierung des
Verbrechers ist Pflicht der Gesamtheit; von einer Strafgewalt
der Gesamtheit oder ihres Vertreters ist nicht die Rede.... Gleich­
wohl geschieht hier ein sehr bedeutender Schritt, urn die Rache von
der Familie auf den Staat zu iibertragen und sie dadurch zur Strafe
zu machen. Er geniigt, urn die innere Fehde zu beseitigen...."2.

1 See also Reuben Levy's English interpretation of the passage in his book
The social structure of Islam, Cambridge 1957. p. 274. lines 14-18.

2 Cf. Procksch, Uber die Blutrache bei den vorislamischen Arabern und



3r6 THE PUNISHMENT OF CRIME IN EARLY ARAB SOCIETY

Unlike Wellhausen, we are by no means certain that this duty of
the community to arrest the criminal and deliver him up to the
family of the slain person-a regulation which Wellhausen considers
an important step forward with respect to the transfer of criminal
retribution from the family to the state-is indeed to be ascribed to
the initiative of Muhammad or the early Muslims (as assumed by
Wellhausen). Rather it seems to us that this community obligation
constituted a basic feature of the consuetudinary law of ancient
Bedouin society. We believe we can prove the genuinely Arab
character of this duty of the community by reference to certain
early sources dealing with pre-Islamic happenings, and also on the
basis of certain passages which, though referring to events of the
early Islamic period, must be considered as reflecting pre-Islamic
conditions.

The M u 'allaqah of Harit b. Hillizah includes a verse which is
characterized by the verb aqdda (associated with the noun qawad),
one of the typical terms of Arabic for the idea of "retaliation".
Noldeke in his Funf Mo'allaqdt, I, p. 65, assumes that the line in
question, which in the traditional sequence of the verses of the
poem is counted as v. 6r, followed originally v. 58. These two lines,
which evidently belong together (in Noldeke's arrangement of the
poem v. 79-80), read as follows: (79) wafakakna gulla Mri'i-l-Qaysi
'anhu ba'da ma tala lJabsuhii teal-'ana'u (80) wa'aqadnahu rabba
Gassiina bil-Mwndiri. karhan wama tukalu d-dimii'u: In Noldeke's
interpretation the lines mean: "(79) Und wir haben die Fesseln des

M ohammeds Stellung zu ihr (Leipzig 1899), p. 70, and also J. Schacht, in his
article ~i0ii0 in the Encyclopedia oj I slam, r st ed. (vol. 2, p. 1°38; see espec­
ially line 5 from the bottom). Moreover, we should also pay attention to
Reuben Levy's conception of the passage in point (i.e., § 21 of "Muhammad's
Charter of Medina"), who, adopting Wellhausen's interpretation, makes the
following statement il.c., p. 275): "By this charter it is made clear that the
Prophet's desire was not to abolish the old tribal constitution, but simply to
expand and to reform it in order that it might be less inadequate for the larger
community of Islam.... Law and order are still maintained within the
family group ... But there is now the important addition that the tribe is
required also to produce, for vengeance to be exacted, anyone of its
members who has committed a wrong against a member of another
group...." Furthermore (ibid., p. 330): "Muhammad, in his Medina charter,
as has been seen, perpetuated the main features of the [ancient, pre-Islamic]
system; but he strengthened the hand of the law-abiding, and made
retaliation for offences more certain, by making the whole community
responsible for delivering up to the victim or his avenger any man who had
committed wrong against another out of private rancour and of set purpose.
Even the kinsmen of the wrongdoer were laid under this obligation...."
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Amraalqais [b. al-Mundir b. Ma>-as-Sama>] gelost, nachdem er
lange in Gefangenschaft und Elend gewesen war, (80) und haben
bewirkt, dass der Herr der Ghassan ihm fur den (getoteten) Mundhir
wider Willen Genugthuung gab, indem das (vergossene) Blut gar
nicht zu messen war".! In his commentary on v. 80, Noldeke (l.c.,
p. 82) remarks: "Aus dem zwiefachen Gebrauch aqiida l-qiitila bil­
qaiili wie aqiidu biM Asadan Kamil 592, I (und also passivisch
liyuqiida 'urn zur Siihne hingerichtet zu werden' Karnil 766, 12)

und aqiidahu s-sulfiinu min a1:Jihi wie aqidni 'verschaffe mir (durch
Todtung des Morders) Satisfaction' Kamil 766,3 ist hier eine
doppelt transitive Construction geworden: 'wir haben ihm, dem
Amraalqais, durch die Todtung der Ghassanischen Fiirsten Satis­
faction fur seinen von den Ghassan getodteten Vater Mundhir
verschaft'. Die Lesart bei Ibn His. 954, 6 wa>aqadniika ware
grammatisch bequemer: 'und wir haben dich, 0 Herr der Ghassan,
biissen lassen fur Mundhir'. Aber diese Art der Anrede an einen
Todten ware befremdlich; Ibn Hisam hat wohl ungenau citiert. ­
Karhan ist entweder ironisch: 'das war dem Manne gar nicht
recht", oder etwa = ikriihan 'zwangsweise'."

We cannot accept Noldeke's theory of the construction of aqdda
with two accusatives as caused by the blending of two (different)
constructions of aqiida with a single accusative. We maintain that
this construction of aqiida with two accusatives constitutes the
original full construction of the verb aqiida in its use as a term of
"retaliation" (associated with the noun qawad, usually identified
with qi$ii$). We consider the root qwd on which aqiida in this
specific use is based, as originally identical with the root qwd in the
meaning of "to lead, conduct, guide". For us, aqdda with a double
object, as used in the above line, means originally "to cause some­
one to lead someone else". As the literal meaning of the verse
concerned we accordingly assume: "and we let him (i.e., Imra' -al­
Qays b. al-Mundir) 'lead' the lord of Gassan [in retaliation] for [the
slaying of] al-Mundir ...". What is actually meant, may be ex­
pressed by the following interpretation of the line: "We have sur­
rendered the lord of Gassan into his (i.e., Imra'<al-Qays') hands,
so that he (i.e., Imra--al-Qays) was able to lead him away, in order
to kill him (in retaliation) for (the slaying of) al-Mundir ...".

1 This translation has been literally accepted by Arberry, The seven odes,
London 1957, p.226.
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Since aqiida is the causative of a transitive verb-qada "to
lead"-, it may be followed by two accusatives, the first accusative
(in the passage in point) referring to the person doing the act of
"leading" (that is: the"avenger"), the second accusative referring
to the object of the act of "leading" (that is: the person accused
of homicide). But aqiida in the same specific use may also be fol­
lowed by only one accusative, which then refers to the object
of the act of "leading" (that is: the murderer). In this latter (quasi
abbreviated) construction of aqdda, with one accusative only,
the person to whom the murderer is surrendered, is thus not
specifically mentioned, but is nevertheless to be considered "im­
plied". That means: aqadndhu (in this special use, with one accu­
sative only) may be interpreted by: "We let him (i.e., the specific
person convicted of a crime, especially of a murder) be led [by the
avenger]"; in other words: "we surrendered him (i.e., the criminal)",
which means: "we surrendered him to the avenger", without the
avenger's name being mentioned.

We refer to a further passage in which aqiida, in this specific
usage, appears with one accusative only while the other accusative,
(which we consider an integral part of the basic construction),
is implied. This passage is represented by the following two lines
by Husayn b. Mutayr (in al-Oali's A mali, ed. Cairo 1344/1926,
vol. I, 43): (a) lJalilayya hal Layla mu'oddiyatun dami ida qatalatni
aw amirun yuqiduha (b) wakayfa tuqddu. n-nafsu bin-nafsi lam taqul
qataltu walam yashad. 'alayhii suhuduha "(a) 0, my two companions!,
will Layla pay the blood-wite (the diyah) due for my blood, since
she has killed me?, or will the Emir (i.e., the Emir of her tribe) let
her be 'led' [by my avenger]? (= German: "wird er sie fuhren
lassen [durch meinen Richer?").-(b) And how maya person be
'led' [by the avenger] (or: how will a person be caused to be 'led'
[by the avenger]) in retaliation for a person [whose blood he has
spilt], if this person does not say: 'I have killed [him]', and if there
are no witnesses to testify against him?". Or in the following inter­
pretation: " ... , or will Layla pay the blood-wite due for my blood,
since she has killed me?, or will her Emir surrender her [to my
avenger] ?; and how can a person be surrendered [to the avenger]
in retaliation for a person [whose blood he has spilt] if ... ?".

Instances of this use of aqiida (4th "stem" of the root qwd)-and
also of qdda (rst, or "basic stem" of the root)-occur quite fre­
quently in early Arabic literature. Some very characteristic cases
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of this use of the verb are found, for example, in the reports con­
cerning the intertribal feuds between Qays and Kalb in con­
nection with 'Abdallah b. az-Zubayr's struggle against the Umay­
yads and especially against Marwan (fitnat Ibn az-Zubayr). We quote
from the report in al-Baladuri's Ansiib al-asrii], vol. 5 (ed. Goitein),
p. 308 ff., the following passage (p. 3II, 1-2): ioabalaga 'Abda-l­
M aliki anna Kalban gamaCat litugira calii Qaysin wa-Faziirata
!Jii:jfjatan fakataba ilayhim yuqsimu lahum billiihi la'in qatalii min
Fazdraia ragulan layuqidannahum biM ..." and 'Abd-al-Malik
was informed that (the) Kalb(ites) had gathered their forces in
order to raid (the tribe of) Qays, and more specifically the Fazarites:
and he wrote to them (i.e., to Kalb) , swearing to them by God,
[that] in case they would kill a single man of the Fazarites, he would
let them be 'led' [by the avengers] in retaliation for him (i.e., for
that man) ...". In the same report (ibid., p. 3II, 8 ff.) we read
"and the sons of the Qaysite women (among the Dmayyads)-and
they were al-Walid and Sulayman, the sons of 'Abd-al-Malik, and
Aban, the son of Marwan-i-said to 'Abd-al-Malik: 'Don't accept
from them (i.e., from Qays) anything but blood-money (Iii tugibhum
illii ilii d-diyati)'; and the sons of the Kalbite women said: 'No,
don't agree to anything but the death-penalty (Iii illii l-qatla)';
and they quarreled; and the people were talking concerning that
in the "chamber" (al-maqfjurah) in an extremely noisy manner ... ;
and when 'Abd-al-Malik noticed this, he gave order to produce
(the two leaders of the Fazarites' raid on Kalb, i.e.,) Sa 'id b.
'Uyaynah and Halhalah b. Qays; and [he] surrendered Halhalah
to the Banii 'Abd-Wudd of Kalb (wadafaca Halhalata ilii Bani
"Abdi-Wuddi« min Kalbin), while (see p. 312,4) Sa-id b. 'Uyaynah
b. Hisn was surrendered to the Banii 'Ulaym of Kalb (wadufica
Sa'idu bnu 'Uyaynata bni Hisnin ilii Bani 'Ulaymin min Kalbin)."
Halhalah, on being surrendered to the Banii 'Abd-Wudd of Kalb,
is reported to have spoken several lines of poetry. We quote the
first of these lines (ibid., p. 3II, 13): fa'in aku maqtidan uqiidu
birummati famin qabli qatli mii safii nafsiya l-qatlu "If I certainly
shall be killed, since I am being 'led' by a rope (literally: by 'my'
rope)-[it does not matter] (since) before my being killed (i.e.,
already in advance) my soul was healed through an act of killing
(i.e., already before my being killed I have avenged my death)".
The phrase uqiidu birummati in this line, concerning whose meaning
there can be no doubt (see our discussion in Der Islam, vo. 42,
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1966, p. 254-255), is necessarily to be connected with the phrase
occurring in the beginning of the prose-report quoted by us above
(Baladuri, p. 3II, line 2): ... yuqsimu lahum billiihi ... layuqi­
dannahum biM "he swore to them: ' ... he would let them be "led"
in relatiation for him (i.e., for even a single man they would kill)' ",
which, in our opinion, represents the primary and literal meaning
of aqdda (yuqidu) in its use-in this type of contexts-in the
meaning of "carrying out retaliation (blood-revenge)". The phrase
uqiidu birummati, the literal meaning of which certainly is "I am
being 'led' by my rope", is to be considered a grammatical variation
of the ordinary term for "carrying out retaliation for homicide",
i.e., aqiida(hu) (bi), the literal meaning of which therefore can be
nothing but "he let someone be 'led' [by someone else] (in reta-
1· ti C )" 1la IOn lor. . . .

Of course, the specific idea expressed by aqiidahii, i.e., "to let
someone be 'led' (by someone else)", or "to let someone 'lead'
someone else" (aqiidahu iyiihu, see, e.g., above p. 316) implies the
more general idea: "he surrendered someone (i.e., a murderer) to
someone else (i.e., to the rightful avenger of the slain person)".
This idea of "surrendering the accused and convicted slayer to the
rightful avenger" has found a clear and unequivocal expression
in the above-quoted passage in the statements: [adafa'a Ifalhalaia
ila Bani 'Abdi-Wuddin min Kalb (al-Baladuri, l.c., p. 3II, 12), and
waduji<a Sa'idu bnu 'Uyaynata . . . ilii Bani 'Ulaymin [aqataliihu
(ibid., p. 312,4). The idea of "surrendering" is again expressed in a
further line ascribed to Halhalah (ibid., p. 312, II): la'amri la'in
say1.Jii F azdrata uslimii laqad hazina: Qaysun waqad zafirat Kalbu
"By my life!, (Indeed) if the two leaders of Fazarah have been
surrendered (for execution), then Qays are grieved, while Kalb are
triumphant". That is: aqiida with an original double object (aqiida
<Amran Zaydan), or with just a single object (aqiida Zaydan), as a
term of "retaliation", refers originally to the act of "surrendering"
the accused and convicted murderer to the slain person's avenger,
exactly as the clear and simple expressions daja'« and aslama, which
are used in the same type of contexts, refer to this act of "sur-

1 On the verb aqiida in this specific sense there is based a further
derivation of the root qwd, used in connection with "retaliation", i.e.,
istaqiida, as the elementary meaning of which we have to assume: "he (i.e.,
the rightful avenger) asked someone to let him 'lead' someone else (i.e., the
person charged with homicide)".
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rendering". It should be understood that all these terms for" sur­
rendering" imply of course the ultimate act, which is the goal of
the act of "surrendering", that is: the act of retaliation (more
specifically: the killing of the accused slayer).

In the specific term aqiida, literally: "he let the avenger 'lead' the
slayer", this act of "surrendering" the slayer for the purpose of
carrying out the act of revenge (or of punishment) is expressed in a
very specific manner. In this type of expression, the term for the
idea of "surrendering" anticipates the manner in which the avengers
deal with the convicted slayer before carrying out the act of re­
venge: "they lead him along", normally to the place where he is to
be executed (see below p. 322). The term aqdda ... "to let someone
lead someone else"-or: "to let someone be led [by someone
else],,-thus implies from the outset the idea of "surrendering
(a criminal to the avenger)" as well as the idea of "retaliating (on
someone, punishing someone for a crime committed by him)".

We find the same terminology (involving qiida and aqUa) in
another report referring to the feud between Kalb and Qays (and
more specifically Qays' sub-tribe Fazarah). This very lengthy and
detailed report is found in Abu Tammam's Hamasah, with Tabrizi's
commentary, ed. by Freytag, p. 260 ff. The various happenings
mentioned in this report, though rather interesting with respect
to the problem under discussion, cannot be reproduced in detail in
the present context. We can only quote the few sentences in which
some verbs built on the root qwd are used (ibid., p. 262, line 14 ff.) :
... faqiima §-saybu ilii bniM [aqdla: bahalani lliihu in lam tanzil,
fanazala . . . teaqiila: uffi laka ba'da l-yawmi ... , ioa'aqbala biM
abiihu ftattii aiiihum bihi fa (iitabiihu waqiilii: dabalta fi l-ma ($iyati
toasaqaqta 1- (a$ii wakiibarta s-sultiina, qiila: mii [a'alt« ..., qiilii:
burjiihu, ba'da ma (iitabiihu sii'utan, faqtiidiihu ilii s-safa liyarjbaftiihu
'alayhi ; faltafata ilii abihi fakalaha ilayhi bi§idqihi yurjakkiruhii
annahii qad aqiidahii l-qatoma, faqiila §-§aybu: mii ansa Iii ansa
kalhata l-Ga(di ilayya wa'ana aqadtuhii l-qatoma, farjabaftiihu
(alii s-safd ... " ... and the old man rose and walked toward his son
and said: 'May God curse me if you don't come down'; and he came
down ... , and he said: 'Shame on you!, from now on' ... ; and his
father advanced with him until he came to them (i.e., to the adver­
saries who asked for his surrender), and they reproached him and
said: 'you have "entered disobeyance" and have "broken the staff"
and have rebelled against the ruler (or: the state)'; and he said:
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'I did not do it' ... and they said: " 'seize him!', after they had
reproached him for quite some while, and they led him to the rocks
(faqtadiihu ila :;;-:;;afa) to slaughter him on them 1; and he turned his
eyes toward his father and looked grim at him while showing his
teeth, reminding him [by this] that he had let him be 'led' by the
'people' (that is: the adversaries; aqddahii l-qawma); and the old
man said: 'Whatever I shall forget, I shall never forget al-Ga<d's
showing his teeth to me while I had let him be "led" by the people' ;
and they slaughtered him on the rocks ...".

The characteristic feature of this episode consists in a father's
surrendering his son to those who accuse him of having committed
a crime against the community (or, quasi, against the state, as­
sultan). This feature is necessarily based on a rule of consuetudinary
law, according to which the tribe of an accused (and convicted)
criminal, and even his closest kin, are to take part in bringing him
to justice by surrendering him to the (presumedly) rightful avengers
of the crime committed by him. However, in our present context
it is of special importance that the term used for "surrendering"
is the verb aqdda. There can of course be no doubt that the verb
in the phrase aqadtuhii l-qawma is used in the pregnant sense here
under discussion: "I have let him be 'led' by the adversaries who
had asked for his surrender so that they might retaliate on him for
crimes committed against them". The use of this type of expression
for "surrendering a criminal for the purpose of retaliation" is in our
present passage stressed (and clarified) by the verb used in the
sentence describing the action which follows the act of "surrender­
ing" : faqtadiihu ila :;;-:;;afa liya?f,bal:tiihu "and they led him to the
rocks in order to slaughter him". Analogously, in the line of poetry
quoted above p. 319 (al-Baladuri, Ansiib al-asrii], vol. 5, p. 3Il, 13),
the person surrendered to the avengers for the purpose of retaliation
describes himself as "being led by 'his' rope, so that he may be
killed" (fa>in aku maqtidan uqdd« birummati .. .). "Leading
someone"-or: "being led"-in instances of this type always
implies the idea of "having been surrendered for the purpose of reia-

1 The sentence [aqtiidiitn: ilii s-safi: liyaq,baJ:tuhu 'alayhi should be compared
to the following sentence (in al-Mubarrad's Kiimil, ed. Wright, p. 766, IZ):
[alammi; fJuriga bihi li yuqiida bil-harrati yunsidu l-as 'ara. The phrase li yuqiida
bil-harrati in the latter sentence seems to us to correspond to faqtiididiu ilii
s-safd. in the former sentence. It obviously was the custom to carry out the
act of retaliation on stony waste-land.
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liation" (or generally for "giving satisfaction to those who have
suffered (or: claim to have suffered) by an aggressive act of the
person concerned".

We should also pay attention to the fact that the phrase aqadtuhii
l-qawma (spoken by the father of the accused criminal in the passage
just-quoted) is completely identical with the phrase aqadndhsc
rabba Gassdna in Hari] b. Hillizah's line discussed above (p. 316).
(There exists only a formal difference between the two phrases with
respect to the sequence of the two objects of the verb: The suffix
-hii in aqadndhu. rabba Gassana corresponds to al-qawma in aqadtuhii
l-qawma, while rabba Gassana corresponds to the suffix -hii in
aqadtuhic l-qawma).

In another report concerning an early Arab, more exactly: a
pre-Islamic, happening of this type, the surrender of the criminal
to the avengers is especially noteworthy, since the person ready
to surrender the accused and convicted murderer is again his own
father while the concept of the act of "surrendering" itself is in the
story concerned expressed in very clear and plain terms (i.e., not
by the very specific term aqada). This story is part of a report
concerning harb Basiis ("Basus war") and deals with an episode
which followed the killing of Kulayb b. Rabi'ah of Taglib by
Gassas of Bakr. We quote the most important parts of this episode
(Abu Tammam's Hamdsah, with Tabrizi's commentary, ed. Freytag,
p. 423, r ff.}: " ... and Gassas approached while fleeing (from the
scene of murder) until his father, while in the tribal assembly,
noticed him ... ; and when he stopped, his father said: 'What is the
matter with you?' He replied: 'I have killed Kulayb.' And the
father said: 'If so, then you will be forsaken because of your crime
(or: you will be left alone with your crime), and you will be strapped
to a rope [for being surrendered] to them (i.e., to Taglib) so that
they may kill you in retaliation for him' (iq,an tu!JaUa bigariratika
watuqranu lahum bigaririn fayaqtuliika biM) ... And his father
seized him and bound him with straps and put him in a house. Then
he summoned the clans of Bakr b. Wa'il and said: 'What do you
say concerning Gassas? For he has killed Kulayb. There he is,
bound with straps. We are waiting: as soon as they (i.e., Taglib)
will demand his surrender, we will give him to them .. .' (waha­
huwa-q,a marbiuan ; naniaziru matii yatfubiihu fanu 'iihim. iyiihu. ...)".

Of course, not only the close relatives (including the father) of a
convicted criminal are duty-bound to surrender him to the
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rightful avenger(s) of the slain (or otherwise harmed) person, but
the entire community has of course the same duty as well. With
respect to this duty of the community as a whole, we may refer
again to the (pre-Islamic) line by Harit b. Hillizah (see above
p. 316); but we can also quote the following passage which, while
referring to an event of the (early) Islamic era, certainly reflects
an early Arab, pre-Islamic attitude (Dit-r-Rummah, Diieiin, ed.
H. H. Macartney, 1919, no. 20, 30-31): (30) toal-hayyu. (in textu:
wal-J:tayyi) Bakrun <ala ma kana 'indahi: min-a l-qati'oii wal-!Jirjlani
ioal-hasadi (31) gi'na bi'at'arihim asrii muqarranatan J:tatta dafa'rui
ilayhim rummata l-qawadi "and (as for) the tribe of Bakr, in spite
of their estrangement, their desertion and their envy-we came
with those who were sought by them for retaliation, as captives,
bound to each other with straps, until we surrendered to them
(i.e., to Bakr) the cord with which they let themselves be
'led' " 1.

A further instance of the seizure of an alleged criminal by mem­
bers of the community and his surrender by them to the (assumedly)
rightful avengers-an instance which again is very similar to that
reflected in Harit b. Hillizah's line (see above p. 316)-is provided
by the following line (in Naqa'i4 Garir wal-Farazdaq, ed. Bevan, p.
412, 9a; lob): (qa) jagi'na bihi sabran ilayka naqilduhil ... (lob) ...
waqulna laka qtulhu wakad kidta tabludu "and we came with him to
you, with his hands tied to his back, while we were 'leading' him

1 This-i.e., "allowing oneself to be 'led' "-is, in our opinion, the
original meaning of qawad as a term used in connection with "retaliation".
We refer to Der Islam, vol. 42 (H)66), p. 255, where we have shown that
qawad is used in this sense also outside the context of "retaliation", as, e.g.,
in a line by Zuhayr: .. . fi a'niiqiha qawadu, where the expression refers to
the "tractability, submissiveness" of "riding-animals" (see the full text of
this line in K. Dyroff, Zur Geschichte der Uberlieferung des Zuhairdiwans,
1892, p. 39, no. 48, II). The noun qawad clearly represents a nomen verbi
of an intransitive verb (quasi qawida) "to allow oneself to be led, to be docile,
tractable, [and thus] speedy". Another noun reflecting this intransitive use
of the verbal root qwd is represented by the adjective aqwad, fern. qauidii?
(pl. qild) "docile, tractable", also "long of neck or back", with respect to
camels or horses. Accordingly, this adjective should be considered as being
directly associated with the infinitive qawad (as used in the line by Zuhayr)
and not with qawd (the infinitive of the active-transitive verb qada) , as
assumed by W. Fischer, Farb- und Formbezeichnungen in der Sprache der
altarabischen Dichtunr;, Wiesbaden 1965, pp. 69, 95, and 106. Cf. also the
(synonymous) adjective qayyid (e.g., in Qu-r-Rummah's Disoan, ed.
Macartney, no. 13, 40), which can only be based on an intransitive verbal
concept (d. mayyit, ta y-vib, etc.).



THE PUNISHMENT OF CRIME IN EARLY ARAB SOCIETY 325

... and we said to yOU: 'kill him!', and you nearly lost your mind
(i.e., you did not have the strength to carry it out)".

To further strengthen our argument, we are able to refer to a
certain report which clearly shows that precisely in Medina in
pre-Islamic time the self-understood custom was that the con­
victed murderer was to be surrendered to the rightful avengers
even by his own kin. This report is found, in two not very different
versions, in Kitiib al-Agiini, ed. Beirut (1955), vol. 3, p. 19 ff., and
p. 39ff. (= Agiini, rst ed. (Bulaq), vol. 2, p. 166,28 ff., and p.
176, 13 ff.). Both versions of this report have been translated and
annotated by Wellhausen, under the heading Die Fehde um Sumair,
in the "Beilagen" to his sketch Medina vor dem I slam (in his
Skizzen und Vorarbeiten, IV, p. 36 ff.).

It is not possible for us to reproduce here entirely this report
(in its two versions). We can only quote a number of passages which
are of special importance for the specific problem here under
discussion. We quote at first the relevant passages of the second
version of the report (Agiini, ed. Beirut, vol. 3 (1955), p. 39 ff.) :
kiinat-i l-Awsu wal-ljazragu ahla (izzin ioamana'aiin . . . wakiinat
awwalu harbin garat baynahum ji mawlan kiina li-Miiliki bni
l-(Agliini qaialahii Sumayru bnu Yazida bni Miilikin; wa-Sumayrun
ragulun min-a l-Awsi iumma ahad« bani (Amri bni 'Aiofi« . . . . Fa­
ba'aia Miilikun ilii (Amri bni "Aiofin: ib(aju ilayya Sumayran
J.tattii aqtulahi; bimawliiya ... ; [a'arsali; ilayhi: innii nu(!ika r-ridii
min mawliika ja1:Jurj minnii "aqlaha, ja'innaka qad 'arafta anna
s-sariha lii yuqtal(u) bil-mawlii ... [a'abase illii diyata l-mawlii.
Falammii ra'ii rjiilika Miiliku bnu l-(Agliini gama(a qawmahu min-a
l-ljazragi ... wa'amarahum bit-tahayyu'i lilharbi ... [aqtatalii qi­
tiilan sadidan J.tattii niila ba(eju l-qawmi min ba'din, '[umma inna
ragulan min-a l-Awsi niidii: Yii M iiliku, nansuduka lliiha war­
rahima ... : jag(al baynanii wabaynaka 'adlan min qawmika jamii
hakama "alaynii sallamnii laka. Far (awii M iilikun 'inda rjiilika
waqiila: Na'am: Fa1:Jtiiru (Amra bna Mri'i-l-Qaysi ahada bani
l-Ifiiri# bni l-ljazragi [aradiy« l-qawmu bihi ; ioastaietaqa minhum,
iumma qiila: Tn kiina Sumayrun qatala sarihan min-a l-qawmi jahwa
bihi qawadun; wa'in qabili; l-iaqla jalahum diyatu hsariJ.ti ...
Falammii qadii birjiilika (A mru bnu M ri'i-l-Qaysi gaejiba M iiliku
bnu l-(Agliini wara'ii an yarudda 'alayh.i ra'yahu ... [aqtatalic
qitiilan sadidan, iumma tadii(aw ilii $-$ulJ.ti . . . "The Aws and the
tIazrag (both in Medina) were mighty and valiant people ... The
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first fight between them arose because of a client (a protected
stranger) of Malik b. al-'Aglan whom Sumayr b. Yazid b. Malik
of the Aws, and more specifically: of the Banii 'Arnr b. 'Awf, had
killed. . .. And Malik sent the following message to the Banii
'Amr b. 'Awf: 'Send me Sumayr so that I may kill him [in retalia­
tion] for my client.' And they gave him the following reply: 'We
want to make amends to you for your client: take from us the
blood-wite due for him; for you know that no pure-blooded [freeman
of a tribe] shall be killed for a client [of foreign origin].' ... And they
insisted on giving him nothing better than the blood-wite due for
a client. And when Malik b. al-'Aglan saw that, he gathered his
people, the Hazrag ... and he ordered them to prepare for war.
... And they (i.e., the Aws and the Hazrag) fought violently with
each other so that they caused each other heavy losses. Then a
man of the Aws shouted: '0 Malik, we adjure you by God and the
kinship [between us]: appoint an arbiter from your people between
us (i.e., between you and us), and we will comply with the sentence
he passes on us.' ... And Malik agreed, and they (i.e., the Hazrag)
chose 'Amr b. Imra'-al-Qays, one of the Banii l-Hari] b. al-Hazrag,
and the other party agreed herewith. And he bound them by oath
[to accept his judgment]; and then issued the following judgment:
'If Sumayr has killed a pure-blooded [freeman] of the tribe (i.e.,
of the Hazrag), then he is to be surrendered for the carrying out of
retaliation upon him for him (i.e., for the slain man) (fahuwa biM
qawadun); and if they are willing to accept blood-wite, they
should receive the amount of blood-wite due for a pure-blooded
[freeman] .. .'. And when 'Amr b. Imra'-al-Qays had issued his
judgment, Malik b. al-'Aglan became angry and decided to reject
this judgment.... And they fought [again] very violently with
each other; then they called on each other to make peace .. .".

These are the most important details contained in the second one
of the two versions of the report concerning the feud on account of
Sumayr. We now shall quote a few sentences from the first version
(Agani, ed. Beirut, vol. 3 (1955), p. 20, lines 14-17): .. . ja'arsala
Malikun ila Bani 'Amri bni 'Awjin billaq,i balagahu min rjalika
toaqiila: innanui qatalahit Sumayrun, ja'arsilu bihi ilayya aqtulhu.
Fii'arsaii: ilayhi: innahu laysa laka an taqtula Sumayran bigayri
bayyinatin. . . . " ... and Malik [b. al-'Aglan] notified the Banfi
'Amr b. 'Awf of the report [concerning the murder of his client] that
had reached him, and said: 'Indeed, it is Sumayr that has killed
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him; so send him to me that I may kill him.' And they (i.e., the
Banii 'Arnr b. 'Awf) sent the following reply to him (i.e., to Malik b.
al-'Aglan): 'You have no right to kill Sumayr without evidence
(bigayri bayyinatin).' ... " Concerning the last sentence (i.e., the
Banii 'Amr b. 'Awf's reply to Malik), Wellhausen (Skizzen und
Vorarbeiten, IV, p. 37, n. 3) makes the following statement: "Also
nach gefiihrtem Beweise diirfte er ihn toten ? Der Beweis setzt ein
Gericht voraus, wenn auch nur ein frei vereinbartes Schiedsgericht.
Aber schwerlich wurde im alten Medina soleh ein Fall vor Gericht
gebracht und der iiberwiesene Marder ausgeliefert."

Wellhausen's criticism concerning the words ... bigayri bayyina­
tin in this version ofthe report is in our opinion entirely unjustified.
His argument that "evidence" (bayyinah) presupposes a juridical
procedure, at least a kind of arbitration between the feuding
parties, and that such a juridical procedure can hardly be assumed
for "ancient Medina", is refuted by the report (in its two versions)
itself. There were arbiters (one may also say: judges) active in the
affair. Concerning the first one of the two arbiters mentioned in the
report-i.e., 'Amr b. Imra'-al-Qays-see above p. 326, line 19.
As the second arbiter the report mentions Tabit b. al-Mundir, the
father of the famous Medinese poet Hassan b. Tabit (Muhammad's
companion) (Agani, ed. Beirut, vol. 3 (1955), p. 25, -2 ff.) : fa'ar­
salat-i l-Awsu ila Maliki bni l-'Aglani yad'unahu ila an yabkuma
baynahi; wabaynahum Tabitu bnu l-Munrjiri bni Haramin abi:
Ifassani bni Tabitin. Fa'agabahum ilii rjali.ka; faffaragu !Jatta
ataw Tabita bna l-Munrjiri, wahwa fi l-bi'ri llati yuqalu laha
Sumayhauc . . . This further reference to the activity of judges in
connection with the Sumayr-affair is also confirmed by a line of
poetry by the poet Hassan b. Tabit himself (quoted ibid., p. 41 ,

line 9): wa'abi fi Sumaybata l-qd'ii« l-fafjilu hina ltaffat 'alayhi
l-ffw}umu. This line clearly shows Tabit's activity as arbiter in
general. And the correctness of the tradition that the line refers
specifically to Tabit's taking part in the ultimate peaceful solution
of the Sumayr-affair can in turn not be doubted. The participation
of judges in the solution of talio-cases however necessarily implies a
juridical procedure based on evidence, in agreement with what is
expressly stated in the report concerning the Sumayr-affair.

We mention once more the two statements found in the report
concerning the Sumayr-feud, which are of considerable importance
with respect to the procedure applied in talio-cases in ancient Arab
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society. The one statement is: innahii laysa laka an taqtula Sumayran
bigayri bayyinatin, the other statement is: in kana Sumayrun
qatala sarihan min-a l-qawmi fahwa bihi qawadun. Both these
statements are remarkably analogous to the following passage in
§21 ofthe "Charter of Medina": wa'innahu man-i 'tabata mu'minan
qatlan <an bayyinatin fa'innahu qawadun bihi. We find of course
especially striking the almost full identity of this latter (Islamic)
legal maxim with the arbiter's statement in the (pre-Islamic)
Sumayr-feud: in kana Sumayrun qatala sarihan. min-a l-qawmi
fahwa bihi qawadun.

The Sumayr-affair, an event of the pre-Islamic era, is a concrete
instance of the type of juridical procedure which through the
"Charter" has become the official attitude, with respect to the
legal case concerned, in the Muslim Community of Medina. We
therefore do not doubt that the legal maxim in § 21 ofthe "Charter"
-with which 'Amr b. Imra'-al-Qays' pronouncement in connection
with the Sumayr-affair is identical in form and content-represents
an early, pre-Islamic legal rule. Even the formulation of this rule
in the so-called "Charter of Medina" must be considered as being
directly based on (or constituting a variation of) an early pre­
Islamic formulation of this rule. We thus deal here with an inter­
esting instance of early Arab legal parlance 1.

Above p. 327 we quoted Wellhauseri's opinion that, with respect
to homicide in pre-Islamic time, we should not assume the exist­
ence of a kind of juridical procedure based on evidence. This
opinion caused Wellhausen to deny the authenticity of the reference
to evidence (... bigayri bayyinatin) in the report concerning the
Sumayr-feud. Wellhausen's opinion concerning the absence of
a juridical procedure based on evidence in homicide cases in pre­
Islamic times is indeed in agreement with Goldziher's statement
(in Fragen zur Rechtsvergleichung, gestellt von Theodor M ommsen,
1905, p. 104 = Goldziher, Gesammelte Schriften, vol. 4 (1970),
p. 474): " ... Das muslimische Strafrecht hat die primitive Selbst-

1 What is remarkable, is the use of the noun qauiad in the phrase fahuwa
bihi qatoadun (in the Sumayr-report as well as in the "Charter"). This noun.
which basically expresses the concept of "talio" (and more specifically: "the
surrender of the convicted criminal to the avengers for the purpose of reta­
liation", see above p. 324), is used here with respect to the person to be sub­
jected to the procedure of retaliation. The same use of qauiad is documented
e.g., also in As'ar al-Hudaliyin, ed. Kosegarten, no. 88, I: lammii 'araftu
Bani 'Amrin wayazi'ahum ayqantu anni lahumfi hatjihi qaioadu,
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hilfe [that is: blood-revenge] nurdahin abgeandert, dass das Recht
auf Blutrache (...) nach vorhergehender prozessordnungsmassiger
Untersuchung VOl' dem befugten Richter festgestellt wird; die Aus­
fuhrung del' Blutrache wird del' Familie des GetOteten als ein ihr
zustehendes Recht uberantwortet." For us the expression bigayri
bayyinatin in the report concerning the Surnayr-feud is authentic;
hence we do not doubt that the application of the principle called
qifjiifj (or qawad) was also in pre-Islamic time basically dependent on
juridical evidence, which in cases of complicated, or unclear
character-as in the Sumayr-feud-was normally (or in any case:
frequently) supervised by an arbiter (we may also say: judge,
Arabic f:i,akam), who passed his judgment (as, e.g., innahii qawadun
biM) on the basis of evidence (bayyinah).

We may in this respect also refer to the following lines of poetry
(quoted and translated already above p. 318): (a) lyalilayya hal
Laylii mu'addiyatun dami idii qatalaini aw amirwn yuqiduhii (b)
wakayfa iuqadu n-nafsu bin-nafsi lam taqul qataltu walam yashad
'ulayhii suhiiduhii. The peculiar case of "homicide" with which
the passage deals, as well as the reference to the Emir of the tribe
(who surrenders the "murderer", i.e., the merciless lady, to the
avengers ofthe "murdered" lover) are complete proof ofthe genuine,
early Arab character of the passage. It should thus be assumed
that the procedures mentioned in the passage as leading to the
conviction of one accused of homicide, i.e., the accused murderer's
admission of the crime (ordinarily called: iqriir) or the evidence
given by witnesses (i.e., bayyinah) , are rooted in the practice of
early Arab tribal society, and are not to be attributed to Islamic
influence.

The very early, and thus genuinely Arab character of the com­
munity-obligation to surrender the criminal (especially the murderer)
to the rightful avengers of the crime, is not only proved by
various historical instances in which this usage was practiced, but
is also emphatically stressed by the peculiar term by which this
usage of "surrendering" the criminal is usually described, i.e., the
term aqiida, with a double accusative, "to let someone 'lead'
someone else" (and the variations of this expression). This very
particular term certainly goes back to very early times.

It should, however, be recognized that "letting someone 'lead'
someone else" in the sense of "surrendering a murderer to the
rightful avengers" implies at the same time the act which follows
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the act of "surrendering", that IS: "the convicted murderer's being
'led' by the avengers to the place of his execution". On the other
hand, in some instances in which the avengers are described as
"leading" the accused criminal, they "lead" him to persons­
frequently, but not necessarily, his own close relatives-who might
be willing to pay blood-wite (diyah) so that his life would be spared.
We refer, e.g., to the following lines by al-Farazdaq, Ditodn, ed.
Boucher, vol. 2, p. 62, 13-14: (13) aba lfakamun min mdlihi an
yu'inana ala l.talli qaydi l-Abyadiyi bidirhami (14) waqultu lahi;
mawlrika yad'i; yaquduhu ilayka bihablin. ia'irun gayru mun'imi,
which is in Boucher's translation (vol. I, Traduction, p. 157): "(13)
Hakam avec toute sa fortune a refuse de nous venir en aide; il nous
a refuse un dirhem pour delier les chaines de l'Abiadhite. (14) Je
lui erie: 'Ton parent te supplie; le cruel vengeur le traine a tes
pieds' (literally: 'leads him to you by a rope')" 1.

As the primary form in which the root qwd was used as a term
referring to "retaliation", we must, however, by all means consider
the causative, aqiida, followed by a double accusative; and we
must also assume that this term basically implies the idea of "the
murderer's being bound with straps" by his own family, or by
members of the community, so that "the avengers might 'lead' him"
(more literally: "to let the avengers 'lead' him"), in other words:
"he is being bound with straps for the purpose of surrendering
him to the avengers" (cf. above p. 323). Indeed, we suspect that
the verb aqiida in this specific use, "to let someone be 'led' by
someone else", is based on a term of the basic meaning "to bind
someone (to lay someone in fetters) [in order to surrender him to
the avengers]" .

We assume that the Arabic root qwd "to lead", perfect: qdda,
imperfect: yaqiidu, came into being in connection with the usage
discussed here, that is: the usage of "letting someone lead someone
else (for the purpose ofretaliating upon him)". We assume that the
causative of the root qwd, that is: aqada-with consonantal (per­
sonal) affixes: aqadtu, aqadnii, etc. (cf., e.g., above p. 316, and
p. 321)-represents a secondary development of the root 'aqada "to
bind, tie fast" (Arabic and generally (West-)Semitic; cf., e.g., the

1 The following line (in NaqiPitj Garir wal-Farazdaq, ed. Bevan, p. 426, 13)
clearly alludes to a similar matter: taraktum M aziidan 'inda 'A wfin yaqiiduhii
birummati maMiilin 'alii d-dayni giirimi.
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characteristic Hebrew use of the root 'qd in connection with Isaac's
offering by Abraham in Genesis 22, 9).

The verb 'aqada, in its forms with consonantal (personal) affixes
in the perfect, appeared as 'aqadtu, 'aqadnd, etc., forms which mean
originally and literally: "I bound", "we bound", etc. These forms,
in which the initial (a is not a prefix, but part of the stem of the
verb itself, are in our opinion the direct basis of certain forms of
the perfect of the causative of the root qwd "to lead", that is:
of its forms with consonantal (personal) affixes, as aqadtu, aqadnii,
etc., where the initial a represents the causative prefix. The fact
that 'aqadtu, "aqadnii, etc., begin with (Ayn and not with Alif (as
'aqadtu, "aqadnd, etc.) need not have prevented the identification
of the initial syllable ('a) with the prefix of the causative theme:
i.e., 'a (with initial Alif). The difference between these two sounds
('Ayn and Alif [HamzahJ) is slight, and under certain conditions­
but sometimes also spontaneously, without specific reason or
cause-the one may shift into the other (to certain instances of this
type we referred in Journal of Semitic Studies, vol. 15 (1970), p. 196,
and p. 199-201) 1. We thus assume that 'aqadtu, 'aqadnii, etc.­
which may, or may not, have been pronounced: "aqadtu, "aqadnd,
etc.-were interpreted by certain speakers as constituting causative
forms (of a root qwd), an interpretation which automatically caused
the formation of causative forms without consonantal (personal)
affixes, as aqdda, aqddii, and ultimately of perfect and imperfect
forms (and other grammatical forms) of the "basic" stem of a root
qwd, like qdda, yaqiidu, etc. In short, the "hollow" root qwd "to
lead" did originally not exist, but came first into being by such an
interpretation (by the speakers) of forms like 'aqadtu (> 'aqadtu) ,
'aqadnii (> 'aqadna).

We are able to refer to another root, which indeed has an Alifas
its first radical, an Alif from the outset, and from which, as we

1 With respect to the possibility of the initial sound of 'od appearing as
Alif (Hamzah) , we claim that the Arabic verb 'akkada (with initial Alif)
"to tighten, fasten" (and-secondarily-"to strengthen") is to be con­
sidered as basically related to the root 'qd "to bind, tie". (As for wakkada,
with initial w, it is to be considered as secondarily developed; w emerged
originally as a "glide": yu'akkidu> *yuakkidu> yuwakkidu). Our iden­
tification of "aqada with 'ak(k)ada shows clearly that the initial sound in the
basic root was from the outset fluctuating between Alif and 'Ayn. In this
context we should also not overlook that (as has always been assumed) the
Common-West-Semitic root 'qd "to bind, tie" is also related to the Hebrew/
Aramaic root 'gd "to bind".
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assume, by an interpretation of the type described, a secondary
root "mediae y" was created. We maintain that the Arabic root
byd "to perish" represents a secondary root created from an
original root abada "to exterminate (someone)" (or: "to cause
something to perish") . We identify this original Arabic root abada
in its transitive meaning with Akkadian abiitu (infinitive), which
possesses the transitive meaning "to destroy, exterminate". In
West-Semitic (including Arabic, where-in the "basic" stem-it is
mainly used as a participle: iibid(ah) , pi. awiibid) , this root has an
intransitive meaning: "to perish, disappear, get lost" (cf., e.g.,
Hebrew iibad; and also Ethiopic abda, which has not only the
meaning but also the form of an intransitive verb). As a witness
for such an original transitive Arabic verb abada "to exterminate,
destroy" we quote the following line of poetry (in Ibn Hisam,
Sirat Rasidi-lldh, ed. Wiistenfeld, p. 52!, 3): bihinna abadna
gam(ahum [atabaddadii wakiina yuliiqi l-hayna man huwa fiigiru
"With the help of the swords we destroyed their host, and they
became scattered, and the wicked encountered Death". We assume
that abadnii in a context of this type was originally not a causative
of a root byd "to perish", but represented a form of the basic stem
of the root abada in the meaning of the East-Semitic correspondent
of West-Semitic abad(a), that is: abiitu "to destroy". However, by
identifying the initial syllable a of abadnii (of the root abada "to
destroy") with the prefix a- of the causative, abadnd "we destroy­
ed", "we caused to perish", could be interpreted as representing
a causative of an intransitive verb byd, with the perfect bdda,
imperf. yabidu, "to perish". That means: this latter root came
into existence only by the described interpretation of abadnd,
abadtu, etc. (of the root abada).

We assume the same type of development underlies the
derivation, claimed by us, of the Arabic root qwd "to lead" (qiida,
yaqudu) from the root 'aqada "to bind". Of course, we suppose that
the interpretation (by the speakers) of 'aqadtu "I bound", 'aqadnii
"we bound", etc., as forms of the causative of a root qwd "to
lead" occurred when these verb forms were used in contexts dealing
with "retaliation", more exactly in contexts referring to a con­
victed murderer's being "surrendered" to the rightful avengers.
The person convicted of a crime (especially of the crime of homicide)
is, according to early Arab consuetudinary law, surrendered by the
community, even by his own kin, to the rightful avengers of the
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crime, so that they may "lead" him away in order to kill him. But
this act of "surrendering" the criminal (to the avengers so that they
may "lead" him away) is necessarily preceded by the criminal's
"being bound (with straps)" ("being laid in fetters"). Those people
who managed to get hold of the accused criminal and, in agreement
with consuetudinary law, are ready to surrender him to the avengers
so that they may "lead" him (away to kill him), begin the act of
"surrendering" him by "tying" him with a rope so that he be
unable to escape. Accordingly, the ideas of " 'tying' ('fettering') the
accused criminal" and of "letting the rightful avengers 'lead' him"
are two partial aspects of one and the same act. The act of "tying",
which constitutes the initial, preparative stage of the act of "sur­
render", implies from the outset the act of "surrender" proper,
which itself-in agreement with the subsequent, quasi ultimate
stage-i.e., "the criminal's being 'led' by the avengers to the place
of execution" (cf. above p. 3ZZ)-is interpreted in the sense of
"letting the convicted criminal be 'led' [by the avengers]" (or
"letting the avengers 'lead' him"). Although the act of "tying the
criminal" is the initial stage of the act of "surrendering him", and,
at the same time, represents also the most concrete aspect of this
act-what was foremost in the mind of the people involved, was
"his being surrendered to the avengers", the immediate purpose
and natural consequence of which was "his being 'led' by them
(to the place of execution)". Thus (aqadtuhu, 'aqadndhu, etc.,
which primarily meant "1 (or: we) tied him fast", was understood
in the meaning (or came to express the idea) of "1 (or: we) let him
(i.e., the criminal) be 'led'" or "1 (or: we) let [them, i.e., the
avengers] 'lead' him (i.e., the criminal)". The close connection
of the idea of "leading the person accused and convicted of a
crime" with the idea of "his being tied in order to be led (or: while
being led)" is strongly emphasized by the frequent occurrence of
phrases like yuqadu birummatihi "he is being led by his rope" (cf.,
e.g., above p. 3I9), etc.

But the close connection, in the context of "retaliation" ("blood­
revenge"), of the idea of "leading the convicted criminal" with the
idea of "his being tied" issues from another important and inter­
esting fact. We mean the very close phonetical relation of the
Arabic root qwd (qada) "to lead" with the Arabic root qyd, as
represented by the verb qayyada "to fetter, shackle", and the noun
qayd "bond, tie" (= riba!), also "fetters, shackles". We maintain
that the root qyd (qayyada, etc.) is genetically related to the root
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qwd "to lead", or-perhaps more accurately-derived from it.
This derivation of the concept "to fetter (shackle) someone" from
the concept "to lead someone" cannot have taken place except
in connection with the use of qwd "to lead" with respect to "the
'leading' of the convicted slayer", that is: in the context of the
use of the root qwd in connection with the act of "retaliation"
(blood-revenge). The concept of qwd "to lead someone" in the
context of the act of "retaliation" is necessarily connected with the
concept of "the accused person's being bound with straps". The
passive form qida (yuqiidu) , which basically means: "he was (or:
is) led", thus could easily have given rise to a root qyd (which was
"realized" in the form of the so-called "intensive" conjugation:
qayyada) "to fetter" 1. With respect to the captive murderer's
being shackled while being put to death, we may, e.g., also refer
to the following line ascribed to Hudbah b. Hasram al-(Ugri
(in al-Mubarrad's Kiimil, ed. Wright, p. 767,20): fa'in taqtuliini
fi l-hadidi fa'innani qataltu a!Jiikum mutlaqan lam yuqayyadi
"And if you kill me [while I am put] in irons, I have killed your
brother [while he was] free, unshackled".

We intended to show in this study that the early, pre-Islamic
usage was for members of the community, even close kin, who held
a person accused (and convicted) of homicide or a similar crime, to
surrender the accused to the rightful avengers of the crime. We
referred to certain reports in which this usage is actually attested.
But the very early-we may even say "prehistoric"-character
of this usage is confirmed by the term frequently used in the
context of "retaliation", that is: the verb aqiida (with the noun
qawad-). This term, aqdda (pi. aqiidii, etc.) means literally: "he (or:
they) let him (i.e., the criminal) be led [by the avengers of the
crime]", which implies the meaning: "he (or: they) surrendered
him (i.e., the criminal) [to the avengers]". The archaic character
of this particular expression for the concept of "surrendering,
delivering up (a criminal) for the purpose of retaliation" is still
more strongly emphasized by our observation that this term, aqiida,
is itself derived from the verb 'aqada "to bind, tie fast", a devel­
opment which cannot have taken place but in a very early period.

1 It seems important to note that the passive voice of the "basic stem",
qida, cannot only be used in the sense of "he was led", but also in the sense
of "he was shackled" (whereas the active voice of the "basic stem", that is:
qiida, cannot be used in the (active) meaning of "he shackled", but only in
the meaning of "he led' ').
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