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DESCRIPTION OF THE MANUSCRIPTS AND THE EDITION 

Of the numerous extant codices of al-Yiinini's voluminous Dhayl Mir'at al-zaman, 
only two manuscripts, Ms. Yale (Landberg 139) and Ms. Istanbul (Ahmet III 
2907/e. 3), cover the years in question (A.H. 697-701) and have therefore been 
utilized in the preparation of this edition. As regards al-Jazari's text, which has 
been collated here with al-Yiinini's in a separate upper apparatus, it is based on 
Ms. Paris (Bibliotheque Nationale Ms arabe 6379). The Paris manuscript has been 
examined by I:Iabib Zayyat, Cahen, Sauvaget, and Haarmann, among others 
(Blochet, 353-54; for descriptions, see Sauvaget, al-Jazarl, viii and 
Haarmann, Quellenstudien, 46-48). I shall here, therefore, confine myself to a 
description of the two al-Yiinini manuscripts. 

THE YALE MS: The Heinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library I Landberg 139 
(Nemoy, 137) 

277 ff. (ff. 17la-277b for the present edition); 27 x 18 em (script area: 19.5 x 12 
em); 21 lines to the page; numbered in pencil, in European figures (by Landberg 
?); good quality paper, thick, semi-glossy, light beige color, without watermarks; 
bound in purplish red leather cover, with slight cardboard and brown kraftpaper 
flyleaves. Yale librarians' record (a handwritten notebook now preserved in the 
Heinecke Library under "Landberg, 0, v. 6") reveals that Ms. Landberg 139 was 
sent, along with others, on May 24, 1909 to J. Demander (bookbinder) to be 
"rebound in same cover," and returned on June 7. The cost of rebinding was paid 
by the library on July 30. The manuscript remains in excellent condition: it does 
not bear any marks of use by modern researchers, except the folio numbers and 
two remarks at the bottom of the first and the last leaves ("139" and "last leaf," 
respectively). Many inside edges are reinforced with tape. 

It appears that the division of the entire work into volumes depends solely on 
the number of quires rather than on the content of the text, for we see that the 
manuscript contains neither title page nor colophon. (This practice can be 
confirmed in concrete terms by a remark found in the flyleaf of Ms. Landberg 
137 [containing a!-Yiinini's Mukhta$ar Mir'at al-zamiinl The remark, written by the 
same hand as in the top margin of the first leaf of Ms. Landberg 139, reads: it 
consists of "twenty four quires [kurrasa]." It begins also with a word in the midst 
of a sentence, but contains a colophon which is exactly the last leaf of the 
quire.) A note by another hand (a later owner's?) in the top margin of the first 
leaf reads (apparently mistakenly) _....:.,. c..PL• •. JI.~I ,.._, <JL.;.JI.::.TI.,.. ~· .;,.- ·~' I.Lo. The 
manuscript thus begins with the sentence u-fW .\.I.__ J ~ ..w L...o .J_, in the midst of 
the wafayat section of A.H. 687, and ends abruptly with the word ..;.-)11 in the 
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midst of the l}awadith section of A.H. 701. Although no information has been left 
to indicate where, when, and by whom the manuscript was copied, some indirect 
hints may provide the answer. According to Landberg, in his Kurzes Verzeichniss 
der Sammlung arabischer Handschriften des Dr. C. Grafen v. Landberg in Yale, the 
manuscript was copied in the same hand as that in Ms. Landberg 137. The 
scribe's name is, as the colophon of Ms. Landberg 137 indicates, Mubammad 
Mabliisi al-Nastanlwi, of al-Nastariiwa, an ancient town in today's al-Gharbiya 
Province, Egypt. Landberg also dated the manuscript in 871/1466-7, that is, one 
and a half century after al-Yiinini's death, but he provided no evidence for this 
assertion. 

A block of text, as mentioned above in volume one of the present study, is 
found missing from f. 246a between the words .r-t~l.u...JI and 1.. ifoJ. Since it is 
clearly not a case of homoioteleuton, it appears that the error has to do with 
missing leaves in the archetype from which our Ms. was copied. In addition, a 
few leaves between f. 170 and f. 171 are obviously missing from the Yale 
manuscript. The missing folios happen to be those that cover the end of A.H. 
696 and the beginning of A.H. 697, where the present edition starts. 

From a paleographical point of view, the Yale manuscript demonstrates the 
highly professional skill possessed by the two scribes. It is written in a fine 
naskhi hand. Diacritical points are indicated extensively. The madda macron of 
the a/if (T) is always marked. However, vocalization is more sparse, mostly on 
key words. Catchwords are constantly marked at the left bottom on the verso of 
each folio. It is noted that the handwriting changes from f. 244b on into a 
larger, more angular and trim naskhi. The changing of hands occurs within a 
single folio: the recto is written in the regular hand of Mubammad al-Nastariiwi 
while the verso is in another hand. This fact may convincingly rule out the 
possibility that the last 30 folios were added later. At any rate, the general 
appearance of the manuscript is uniform throughout. The ink is black. Rubrics 
are used to mark both chapter headings and paragraph beginnings. Occasionally, 
the rubrics were forgotten to be filled in the blank spaces left previously for 
such purpose (e.g., f. 171 b). The beginning and end of each line of verses are 
marked by red-inked decorative circles and points. The setting of verses is, in 
general, carefully planned and nicely presented. However, lines (abyat) are found 
sometimes divided into hemistiches, and sometimes not. A circle with a dot 
inside ( 0 ), which is usually used to separate the various stories and paragraphs, 
is utilized also to fill up blank spaces at the end of some lines for the sake of 
purely aesthetic considerations. 

The manuscript appears to have been collated at least twice, for we can 
clearly see some marginal corrections written by the same hand in black ink and 
some other collation signs, written in red ink, added on the surface of the black 
ones. 

The most noteworthy orthographic peculiarities are as follows: 
a) The hamza for the most part is not written, only its carriers (kursi) of alif, 

waw and ya'; thus we have .JW.I for ,;,t..J.i, .,..;I_,..JI for .,..;lj.JI, and .i.,..o-'-:! for .c...-'-! on a 
regular basis. However, the rule of alif, waw, and ya' interchange governing the 
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carriers does not seem to be clear-cut, but rather random; in case like "'!~' (ff. 
175a, 235a, 242b, 266b), it is hard to tell whether it stands for ;.~1 or for 4.t~l, 
unless there is certain context of the text to help. Special attention, too, ought to 
be given to cases like~ (f. 249a, for J.o-6), .:J.,:; (f. 171a, for .:..U.,:;), ...,.;~(f. 
253b, for ...,.;~). Other observations concerning the writing of the hamza are as 
follows: 

i. In cases where the final hamza serves as the key syllable of the rhyme 
(al-qafiya) in a poem, it is written fully (f. 242a, b; f. 243b); 

ii. when a rare word occurs, the hamza as well as diacritical points are 
indicated: ~,:it (f. 240b, mistakenly for the word .. ,Lot); 

iii. when the hamza comes after or before a ya' it is often omitted altogether: 
~ (for ~). ~· (for _k.::.JI), t.,.:. (for u...,..:.), ._,.!1 (for ~1), .s_..:.{l (for ~_..:.{1) , 
t,..,S" (for I..,!.S') ... and so on; 

iv. when the hamza comes after a long vowel, whether in the middle or at the 
end of a word, it tends to disappear: '"'-!J~I (for •'"'-!J\tl), .1_,..; (for o.l_,.;), •.1r (for 
;._,...,..), ,;,Y-..1"! (for ,;,A,.), t,..:... (for ~!.,..:.A) ••• and so on; 

v. in cases where the hamza stands by itself after a vowelless consonant, it is 
replaced by the letter waw: _,)':JI (f. 266b, for •)':JI); 

vi. the initial hamza after the vocative interjection yil' is omitted: ~4 (for 4 
~!). 44 (for 41\~). 

Occasionally, such pleonastic spellings are found: e.g., r\!...:JI (f. 225b, for rL:.JI). 
The new hand from f. 244b on has most in common with the previous hand in 
the writing of the hamza, with one exception: the initial hamza is often written. 
Excessive uses of the hamza can be observed occasionally: .!.>..l.>....ll tJ,...JI (f. 246b) 
.u..Y. (f. 255b), ..&.lU. (f. 255b), .:..J~ (f. 249a). 

b) The aUf as a vowel-letter is often omitted in the middle of a word: 
.;r.i- (for ,;,~) • ....,AJI (for <..t.AJI), 4!JJ (for .S':lli) ••• and so on. 

c) The aUf al-fa~ila (the aUf otiosum) is as a rule also used for the singular 
imperfect of third waw verbs: •A , '-'"""-' , I.P.} ... and so on; it is also used for 
the word ..HI when it comes as a mu4af in a person's name: ..,-L,..JII..HI, ..,._,,..H'• I..HI 
,,.n ... ...JI, .!11 ~ I..HI ..• and so on. 

d) The alif maq~ura is written often as I instead of .s, but the current norm for 
classical Arabic has also been observed, so we see both lJI and ..,.;1, ~ and ~. 
l.:.!il and ~·· ~~ and ..,.,-.JI, L- and ~ ... and so on. 

e) vP and J;, ..,. and 1.1' interchange: .sl,...AJI or l,...AJI for .l..,l:>ll (f. 260a, b), _....;~.; for 
.)0\i (f. 175b), ,;,w;~l for ,JLo.P~I (f. 182b), ,.-1,..; for ,.-1,10 (f. 270b), J,....JI for J,_JI (f. 
265b), ~ for ~ (f. 224a) ... and so on. 

f) The ta' marbu(a is hardly ever dotted throughout the manuscript. 
g) The rule of eliding the third radical ya' in the nomina agentis before the 

tanwin of qamma and kasra is often ignored: u->4 instead of ~4 (f. 208a), 
.s>L:..o instead of _,L:..o (f. 208a, b), .)\$. instead of y\$. (f. 261a), ~4 and ~u instead 
of :14 and :JU respectively (f. 269b). 

Some remarks on spelling and vocalization: 
a) The writing of the word .r.' as a part of a person's name is often incorrect. 

The initial .;r-1 ( o)l.l.l.-.JI,r.l, ,;,l5:.!..:. ,r.l yl:.S", ..,.....UI.;r.l..r' .SJJ ••• and so on) is often 
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written as o.J-!• while the middle or. is found sometimes written as or.'- The scribe 
seems to have had a certain policy of his own on this issue, for the manuscript 
shows well that wherever the word comes at the beginning of a fresh line, it is 
written .r.'· and all others are written o.J-!• regardless whether it should be an 
initial or.' or a middle ..r.· This has been made even clearer by the fact that such 
treatment is not found from f. 244b on where the hand had changed. The 
assumption that there were at least two scribes is attested here again. 

b) The writing of the "Five Nouns" is sometimes inaccurate: 
f. 180a ., ..... JI..r-1 ... ~1..,;,_; 
f. 180b .;,-JI.,r.l~l \i..l.!il 
f. 200b ~I ~ u-!l,r...UI •It-! ... ~l._,i ,_; 

f. 257a ... .._.;I C. .I'! w 
f. 257b U..,.. .._.,;IIJ.I.>:' _,; 
f. 265a !1:.1:- ~4 ...i_,_......JI 
f. 273a e:..r..J' ~1.,..u._, ... e:..r,.ll ~1 • ..u_, .,JI 
f. 273b .._.;I_, ..&.,.l>JI l_,.lA.;.i • 
c) The word .:..~..IJ_;... is written as .:..~~_;... (f. 172a) and the same spelling is 

shared by both Ms. Istanbul of al-Yiinini and Ms. Paris of al-Jazari. 
d) The vocalization of case endings for the most part is accurate, but 

occasionally wrong: 
f. 174b .)_,..:... ,:,U" 
f. 187b ..,..,_,...:..r~.,el..:.uu-'-!_, ... ~;.,..Lt.·"'~4'_,......; 
f.l91b t..-:-l~l.oo)l!' 

f. 193a r~.r~:::_....:.l_, 

f. 193b .J..I...-o o)k. ,;o0 ... ~· .,JI j...> _,; IJ~ •.I.! ~ _, 
f. 194b d ..,_;IJ..J I_,..;J.I 

f. 199b c.~.i.. j:a.l 
f. 222a .r.s J'.r .s•\i_, 
f. 240a .:..l,.el _,s-; 
f. 249a .:.. J~ _, \il,;J. \II •'•.1-! 'i 
f. 249b .r.s t,>"-':' ~ JJ 

f. 250a J\.:-..JI.:,.- r.s r''"' 1_,.,...._, 
f. 251 b I..>-I !ll';..,; ..&ll>...! ...,_, 
f. 252b r_,:..;... ..,..,w" ~llyJ>J 
f. 255a d _r.>- ,:,~;' 

f. 255b ..:I.....!.U .:,.- ":-!,;o> .: .. as:; 
f. 257a ~ l.: .. ,u,.; ,;,1 !.1:... ..~.!_.; 

f. 260a .:..l,.e 1 t.J J..--..t 
f. 264a ~::: t:...... _,, ~\.:- ,;,U" 
f. 268a ~>,..:...r~"U" 
f. 269a .r.s e,_,...; I_,JJ_,I .u_, 
f. 269b r"='-' ..-"}flJ u.:---~ ... !.n .,, . 
e) There is a visible tendency to use the accusative form of dual and plural 

nouns when the word is in the nominative case. One is tempted to attribute the 
colloquial influence on the orthography to the author rather than to the scribes, 
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since the same irregularities are found in Ms. Istanbul, too. 
f. 189a ..r.o.u.._, ••• Jl.b.WI A l.ol 

f. 191b ..r.o.~WI_, l..,..~ll_,.ll..; 
f. 194a ... oi~.;,...J_,.....I_,;I.S"_, 

f. 194a ~I U:.JI 

f. 196a .;,.:-J• .:.._,.JO 
f. 196b ,:,u.wl.r...w.u rtil 
f. 197b ... .,_...b. .;,.o .Jo!> ~I ~I r..U l.o.l.:# 

f. 207b ~~J~I 
f. 210b .Jo!J_,..l.o rtil 
f. 258a ~c.,..r_, 
f. 263b .r.J.t. ..... _, ..,...t-l..t ,:,IS' 
f. 272a .r-~1 ... 1....;- 1_,~ • 

XI 

In this connection, the writing of the numbers of tens is always incorrect by 
classical standards: t9~_,........., ~UJ) (f. 188a), but rAJ•Jllo)_,pcl..-1 (f. 237a). 

f) The final nun in the imperfect second and third person masculine plural 
verb is frequently omitted: 

i. In purpose clauses where an omitted particle (J, ,:,\} or ._;J) is expected: 
f. 189a ... ~ 1_,~ ... .;u..r J..UI..,i ~_, 
f. 189b ... ,_,~ '!J.t.....,.JI.,JII_,_......_, 
f. 189b ... ..t I,J~ ... .,JI~ 
f. 189b ._,.;,~ ... l ..... ~l~t.:.....;,.o ... ~....;-_, ........... ~1.._,;_, 

f. 191 b ·~ r"'WI.!.lWI.._ab: 1_,_......_, 
ff. 192b, 193b ~ 1_,~ ••• .;u..r .:...i_, 
f. 193b ... 1_,~ oi....UJI ·~ 
f. 194b ... 1>-:'A~l.:Jiu-llrA,J.i'l 
f. 216b ... rA~ ... 4J..ol ~_..;..;; 
ii. in clauses where a l)al circumstance or an imperative mood is to be 

understood: 
f. 214a rA.H~r+"!(~).J...-. 
f. 215a ...J.i..JII_,r"'~ r41 ~ o)\.S"-' 
f. 255a ..,..w1._; 1_,.~ rtii.~,JI..,..I ..u 
f. 255a ~ ..,..11.o 1_,1....; ~ JW 
f. 255b rA~l.o41p.........,l~_, 
f. 257b .r._.JI...-JII~_,.:..u.).JII~rtil~; 
iii. in cases where particles like r-1· ~. and .r> in the sentence should not 

govern the jussive or the subjunctive, these moods are wrongly used: 
f. 189a ... 1~_, ..t 1~ rti'-' ._,-.~ ~ 
f. 192a u._,~ ..,..w1 ~ r-1 
f. 224a ·~rti'<?" 
f. 255a ..u.JI..,i 1_,~ 'j rtil ~; 
iv. for unknown reasons: 
f. 189a ... I_,J.t..>'! rti4 1_,....1# ..u 
f. 19la ... 1~,:,1 I_,J.f..>'!rti'•J~ 
f. 219b Lt.~ 'j_, u._,.>'! 4J..ol J._ 
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f. 255a ·~ 1_,;\S" I...( 
f. 257a 1,.1~ 1..o rfl.Ju 
f. 271a ... I_,;).!_, .;r~;I,..JI ui..U 1_,~ .J;.:..JI ~ ,r.-<~I.J_;;II:,I.)\S". 

THE ISTANBUL MS: Topkap1 Saray1 I Ahmet III 2907/ e. 3 (Karatay, iii:360) 

240 ff. (ff. 123a-240b for the present edition); 27.5 x 18 em (script width: 12.5 
em); 25 lines to the page; numbered in European figures and, once every 10 
leaves, in Arabic figures; glossy paper, bound in dark coffee-brown leather 
cover. The title page bears, curiously, the heading .:,Lo_;.II.T_...~~.ill.;ro.!..JWI, which 
is slightly different from that of the Yale and other manuscripts of al-Yiinini. 
The same page also contains three ex libris seals and a note that reads "~.,~u, 
..,..""· .!..IJ _,,.;..; Y\•V." The manuscript is a complete codex. It begins with .:,~I <.!-II 

••• ..:....JI,.U .:..4:--1 ~l...:...._, and ends with a colophon containing the scribe's name, 
Muf:tammad ibn Muf:tammad al-I:Iajjiiji al-Buhiiti, of al-Buhiit, a village also in 
today's al-Gharbiya Province, Egypt. The colophon, however, does not supply 
further information about where and when it was copied. The manuscript forms 
an integral part of a four-volume (al-juz') cooperative enterprise of copying 
under the title al-Dhayl 'ala Mir'at al-zaman. All were copied by the same hand. 
The first juz' is missing, while the second to fourth have survived (Ahmet III 
2907/e. 2, 3, 4; cf. volume one of the present study, chapter 2, 'The Buhiiti Set"). 
Though catchwords are used constantly, a displacement of leaves takes place in f. 
127b, where the catchword reads u>,; and the following leaf which begins with 
the same word is displaced to the current f. l36a. In other words, eight folios, 
beginning with .:..A.:. 1..o .~ and ending with }i •4-<>JJ, have been moved ahead. 
The right order, thus, should be: 127b; 136a, b; 137a, b; 128a, b; 129a, b; 130a, b; 
131a, b; 132a, b; 133a, b; 134a, b; 135a, b; 138a. 

The scribe seems to have been in a great hurry. The handwriting is a hasty 
and very cursive naskhi. Diacritical points as well as vowel signs are almost 
never indicated. It is interesting to note that the author sometimes states that one 
of his written sources "lacks diacritical points," (bi-la nuqa!, f. 230b) and the other 
source "is partially pointed," (kalima manqura wa-kalima khaliya min al-nuqa(, f. 230a) 
which is the so-called al-risala al-l;anfa', with the reference to al-a~naf (the 
chameleon?) whose one eye is blue and other black. Chapter headings are written 
either in rubric or in larger bold-faced letters. Like Ms. Yale, red-inked circles 
with dots are used to mark the beginning and end of each line of verses. A great 
number of marginal corrections and additions are found here and there, usually 
with a sign of ( I ). On the edge of certain leaves where a new chapter starts, 
there is a brief remark (e.g., ~_, .:,...-.::JI...:......JI .!>•1.,-, ~..~· .:r- ~~. etc.) written 
vertically, keeping the same level as the line of that chapter heading. It is to be 
noted that from f. 184a on until f. 195a, a considerable number of blank spaces 
have been left within the body of the text. A sign of ,1; (for ~~;~u;? or ,;)>? or 
._.PL..~?) is found constantly marked in the margin, parallel to each corresponding 
line where such spaces have been left. 

One might suggest that the archetype from which the manuscript was copied 
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had suffered from physical damage so the scribe was forced to leave spaces of 
measured length, indicating the place and the length of the lacunae. In this 
connection, the Yale manuscript can do very little to help make up the lost text: 
only f. 245 of Ms. Yale can be used as cross check, because, as mentioned above, 
the rest of this portion of the text (pp. 17 5-99 of the present edition) is missing 
from Ms. Yale itself. Needless to say, the chance of reconstructing this portion 
of the text has been considerably damaged. 

The main merit of the Istanbul manuscript lies in its relative completeness: 
three blocks of text have survived only in this codex, and these are 1) the 
beginning of A.H. 697 (from "'tl....':...J .;,_,....::.~IJ ~WI...,_,I to the word ~~.~..!...:. pp. 1-7 
of the present edition); 2) the remaining part of A.H. 701 (from the word 
..,:.....~1 until the end; within the wrongly inserted al-Jazari text; for details, see 
volume one of the present study, chapter 3); and 3) the aforesaid missing text 
(pp. 175-99 of the present edition). In other words, almost one-fifth of the 
present edition relies solely on the Istanbul codex. However, the Istanbul 
manuscript is not a good codex. It contains numerous errors of transcription 
which may result from the scribe's carelessness, if not ignorance. These errors 
include: 

a) More than 20 mistakes of homoioteleuton (mainly in the text for the years 
A.H. 698 and A.H. 700). Some of these mistakes are of sizable length; for 
instance: two lines between the same words c'JJ (f. 141b; f. 191a in Ms. Yale), 
two lines between ,;....-;_.. (f. 144a; f. 194b, in Ms. Yale), nearly three lines 
between ~__.:...11 (f. 196a; f. 247b, in Ms. Yale), two lines between .. ~ (f. 202a; f. 
256b, in Ms. Yale), and two lines between •J,.....:....ll (f. 211 b; f. 268b, in Ms. Yale) 
are found missing. 

b) Innumerable misspellings, some of which are fundamental, violating the 
basic norms of written Arabic; for example: writing Jl in a verb (~1 for ~~. 
[._...:..,.JU for [._..;..,.J..i); writing Jl in a mu4af (~L:....JI ~~ for ~L:....JI ~· J~l _..loll for 
J~l JflO, ._u.. ..J)l;~l for ._u.. ..J)l;l); writing Jl in a noun with a pronominal suffix 
(.,)l,.ll for .. ~ • .,..;1,;.-~1 for ._,.;1,;.-1); writing the ali{ al-{a$ila in a verb with a 
pronominal suffix (.1_,..;~ for ._,..;~ •• 1~ for.~) ... and so on; not to 
mention others: l.AI~ for lA~, ol;oiJ for o;oiJ, I+.'P. for 4.'1>':", .r.h.JI for .r.>}j..ll, 
._1-!JI for .,WIJI, JJJI~ for JJix (verb), ..s.J...:._x for J..:._x. (verb), ,.JI for J.wl .•. , to 
name just a few. 

c) Errors resulting from misunderstanding: 
i. The phrase !11; JS"U l..J was constantly conceived and thus, amazingly, written 

as !11; jS" .u L.J (f. 158a, b; f. 16la) which makes no sense at all; 
ii. the idiom o.rj~~_,.;. (f. 243b Ms. Yale; also cf. Lisan al-'Arab, 1-z-b; the idiom 

means lazim shadid, "absolutely necessary") was written, strangely, as .,_;J ~~ ~.....-. 
"the blow by a rabbit(?)" (f. 183a); 

iii. in some cases, one word was thought and thus treated as two separate 
words, written in different lines: the word .,~,-""=' became ,~ and .,, (f. 140b), 
..s~I..,JI as L,.JI and ..s~ (f. 179b), and the word ......,L:... .~..:..,..o (the harbor shared by 
the Muslims and Christians) turned to beL:... 1..:..,..o and u..;, separately (f. 145b). 

The Istanbul manuscript shares with the Yale manuscript most of its 
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orthographic peculiarities, with few exceptions: 
a) The final hamza is often written. 
b) The writing of .Jfl and .Jf is in general correct. 
c) Occasionally, the grammatical irregularities of the Yale manuscript are 

found having been corrected: ,:,JJ,..l.r-+'1 (f. 157a) instead of .JfJ,..l.rt'l; rt'.Y.~ (f. 
159a) instead of ~.Y.~ •.• and so on; nevertheless, most of the irregularities, 
including the tendency to use the accusative rather than the nominative form and 
eliding the final nun, remain the same throughout the manuscript. What follows 
are more instances: 

f. 220b ... ~ .;,...J~ .;,..4-:- ~..,.;ts'" 

f. 22la ~l,_,;_,...~l..i 
f. 236b .r-....... ~1 ~I"':' p 
f. 237b ... .T-JJ\.:-IIJ r_l..:->-!1 1_,;\f'; 
f. 229b .:JJ.,..:...JIJ u.rl,;fl .. u...JI ,J' 

f. 231b .:J_,!.l!JIJ'·t>I..JI ... u...JIV" ••• and so on; 
f. 220b ~~~J ... ,:,_,~ >')\.,JI !lJ; J.ol V" <&.l....:- ~IJ . 
d) The rule of writing the passive is sometimes ignored: 1_,; for ..s) (f. 123b), 

L'-! for ~ (f. 223a). 
e) The use of abbreviations: L:l for L:l"'-, 1 or L;l for \i_-.:-1, t.;l for \il,;l. These 

abbreviations are always not dotted. 

THE EDITION 

1. The Yale manuscript (Landberg 139) has been taken as the basis of the present 
edition, and that is because I see it as the best of our two extant codices. Three 
blocks of text not found in this codex, for reasons mentioned above, are, 
therefore, based solely on the Istanbul manuscript. 

2. All orthographic peculiarities appearing in the original manuscripts have 
been adapted uniformly to the conventional modern system. These modifications 
are intended not only to facilitate reading, but also to present a consistent text, 
which has been made up of two codices. 

3. All grammatical irregularities (i.e., form of colloquial or Middle Arabic) 
are corrected in the edited text while the original forms found in the 
manuscripts are registered in the apparatus. 

4. No punctuation is added. The paragraph division depends mainly on the 
original paragraph headings (usually the phrase ~t-,J_,, "And in this year ... "), and 
sometimes on the 0 marks used in the manuscripts to separate various stories 
and traditions. 

5. The division of hemistiches and the designation of the meters of the verses 
are made by this editor. 

6. The apparatus is divided into two sections. The upper apparatus is designed 
to exhibit the textual relationship between al-Yiinini's Dhayl and 
al-Jazari's f.lawadith and consists of a collation of the latter with the former. The 
lower apparatus is devoted to al-Yiinini's text proper. It contains variant 
readings, erasures and omissions from the Istanbul manuscript, as well as 
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readings suggested by this editor, if necessary. The apparatus deals exclusively 
with textual matters; other references, such as parallel sources, identifications of 
persons and places, Quranic verses, traditions, etc., are to be found either in the 
accompanying indexes or in the footnotes to the translation which is to be found 
in volume one of the present study, chapter 5. 

7. The following signs have been used in preparing this edition: 

J =Ms. Yale Landberg 139 
..,. = Ms. Istanbul Ahmet III 2907 /e. 3 
~ = Ms. Paris BN arabe 6739 (al-Jazarfs f!awadith) 
< > = conjectural additions by the editor 
[ ] = conjectural deletions by the editor 
+ = added by other manuscripts 
- = omitted by other manuscripts 
* * = lacunae as indicated in the manuscripts 
t t = conjectural corruptions where these can be localized 





~Laj.JI iii~ ~~ 
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~~I :a.o,,. ~~~~I ~i ~:aJI._,bil 
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~Jj.?JI ~ ~:JI ~ ~L.j.JI.:::.:.Ip J..S...UI ~~g 
I r, ,/1 ,A-I r,V /1,V ~.(i : ... II ~lb.qJI 
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