
CHAPTER FIVE 

LANGUAGE 

H. CRAIG MELCHERT 

A. FORMS OF LUWIAN 

1. Cuneiform and Hieroglyphic Luwian 

Already Forrer (1919 and 1922 215-223) and Hrozny (1920 39) 
recognized Luwian as a language distinct from but related to Hittite, 
attested in passages in the cuneiform texts from Hattusa. The identi­
fication as Luwian was assured by the use of the adverb luwili 'in 
Luwian' to introduce some passages. By the early thirties it was also 
understood that the language of the so-called 'Hittite' hieroglyphs 
was more closely related to the Luwian of the cuneiform texts than to 
Hittite (Meriggi 1932 10 & 42ff; Hrozny 1933 77ft). 

Forrer (1922 215) had also already identified individual Luwian 
words appearing in Hittite context, often but not always marked with 
the so-called 'Glossenkeil' (, or ~). Sommer (193258, 108 and pas­
sim) also took for granted that such words were to be assigned to the 
same language as that of the extended Luwian passages in cunei­
form. Bossert (1944 107ff) challenged this claim, insisting that such 
words might instead belong to the language of the hieroglyphs or 
even to another third language. The opposing view prevailed, and 
Rosenkranz (19786) could declare the issue settled: with vanishingly 
rare exceptions the 'Glossenkeilworter' and similar forms in Hittite 
context were Luwian (see also Rosenkranz 1952 18-26). 

However, as described in Chapter Four above, new discoveries 
and further research following the Second World War showed that 
the language of the hieroglyphs is a form of Luwian that differs from 
that in cuneiform in only a few features. This fact allows a unified 
description of the language (what follows may be taken to apply to 
all forms of Luwian unless stated otherwise), but it renews the 
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In CLuwian the first and second plural personal pronouns are 
anza(s) and unza(s) respectively, while the corresponding HLuwian 
forms a-zu-za (lantsunts/) and u-zu-za (/untsuntsl) show a different 
ending. In the third person enclitic pronouns CLuwian distinguishes 
animate accusative plural -as from animate nominative plural -ata, 
while HLuwian has generalized the latter (Melchert 2000a 179-182). 
The third plural dative pronoun is -mmas in CLuwian but I-mmantsl in 
HLuwian. CLuwian shows only -brb)a for the preterite first singular 
verbal ending, but HLuwian has I-han! competing with I-hal (see section 
C.3.1 with references). There are also differences in the use of con­
junctions. Only CLuwian has sentence-initial pa (see D.lO on its use). 

The differences just cited are truly minimal, but they cannot be 
ignored or brushed aside. Note that most of the innovations lie in 
HLuwian, but at least two occur in CLuwian. The latter fact pre­
cludes an account of the differences purely in chronological terms: 
CLuwian cannot be merely an older stage of the same dialect 
reflected in HLuwian. 

Current evidence provides no basis for any geographical or chron­
ological sub-divisions within Hieroglyphic Luwian, although its 
attestation spans more than five hundred years and extends from 
western Asia Minor to northern Syria. Morpurgo Davies (1982/3 
247f) tentatively viewed rhotacism as a late feature in HLuwian, but 
the occurrence of tu-pi+rali ltubiril 'shall strike' in BURUNKA Y A, 
§2 and a-sa-tu-fwalil+rali-ma-za- IAstuwaramantsa-1 in MARAS 8, 
§ 1 now shows that the development began quite early (cf. Hawkins 
1995 104ff and 2000 253). Nor are later texts consistent in their use 
of rhotacized forms: KULULU 1 shows no examples, while the 
contemporary KULULU 4 and c;iFTLiK from the same site do. The 
use of the ambiguous sign zila in second-millenium hieroglyphic texts 
makes it impossible to prove that the merger of animate nominative 
and accusative plural as I-ntsil had taken place, but nothing suggests 
that it had not. We must, of course, bear in mind the very limited 
nature of our corpus and the likelihood that our inscriptions reflect a 
formal written standard that masks differences in local speech. 

The commonly presumed unity of 'Cuneiform Luwian' is far 
more dubious. Starke (1985) has shown that, aside from two frag­
mentary letters, the cuneiform texts containing whole sentences and 
extended passages in Luwian consist of only a handful of distinct ritual 
and festival compositions. Furthermore, all of these date from the 
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There is sporadic syncope of the sequences I-iya-I and I-uwa-I in 
both CLuwian and HLuwian, as noted by Mittelberger (1964 74ft): 
cf. ariyaddu-arindu and diiwandu-diindu and i-zi-ya-ta-i-zi-i-ta and 
tu-wali-ta-tu-ta. 

2.3 Insertions 

Remarkably, the Proto-Indo-European 'epenthesis' rule inserting an 
[s] between successive dental stops appears to survive as a syn­
chronic rule in Luwian, based on the evidence of the verb 'to eat': 
CLuwian second plural aztiiwari vs. third plural imperative adandu 
and infinitive aduna and HLuwian third singular imperative a-za-tu 
([ ats-tu D vs. third plural imperative a-ta-tu-u ([ adantu] and infinitive 
a-tu-na-a-ru-na ([ ad/runa D. Luwian also shows sporadic epenthesis 
of [-t-] in clusters of I-sr-/: cf. ljattast(ar)rali-=/Hattastrali:-1 'vio­
lence' vs. NAtkuttas(sa)rali-=/kutassrali:-1 'orthostat' (see for the suffix 
section C.4.2 with refs.). 

2.4 'Sandhi' Rules 

The initial Is-I of the particle I-sal appears as z after In! and 11/: parnan­
za=DOMUS-na-za 'house', CLuwian nom.-acc. sg. iidduwal-za 'evil' 
(but cf. no change after Ir/: CLuwian utar-sa 'word'). This change 
may be interpreted either as voicing to [z] or epenthesis to [ts]. 

Final I-n! sometimes appears as -m before the enclitic -pa: CLuwian 
miim-pa '(but) if and niinum-pa '(but) now'. This assimilation may 
well have been more common in spoken Luwian than attested spel­
lings suggest. HLuwian orthography cannot show the feature. 

The I-u/ of enclitic I-mu/ 'me' is deleted before a following enclitic 
with initial la-I: e.g. HLuwian *a-wa/i-ma-ta (/a-wa-m-adal) 'me they'. 

2.5 Vowel Lengthening 

The contrast between CLuwian a-an-na-an 'below' as free-standing 
adverb and an-na-a-an (pa-a-ta-an-za) 'under (the feet)' as proclitic 
preposition suggests that both Ial vowels in the word are under­
lyingly short and are lengthened only under the accent (see Melchert 
1994 247). It is likely that the lengthening of short vowels in open 
syllables is also a synchronic rule, but direct evidence is lacking. 
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3. Phonotactics 

3.1 Consonants 

The consonants Itsl, lsi, /HI, IrnI,In! and 11/ and the glides Iwl and Iyl 
occur freely in initial position. There is a general prohibition against 
word-initial/r-I, an areal feature shared with the other Indo-European 
languages of Anatolia, with the non-Indo-European Hattic and Hur­
rian, and with Armenian. There are only two attested exceptions in 
HLuwian, ru-wa/i-na (/ruwan!) 'formerly' and the name of the Stag­
god IRuntiya-/~lRuntsa-l, both of which reflect a prehistoric initial 
cluster of palatal stop plus r- (see Puhvel 1997 114 and Watkins 
1999 15ft). It is very likely that Luwian has devoiced all inherited 
voiced stops in word-initial position, but the limitations of CLuwian 
and HLuwian orthography leave only indirect evidence. The verb 
piya-=pi-ya- 'to give' reflects a preform with voiceless stop (see 
Tischler 2001 379ff and in detail Melchert 1989a 42ft). The voiced 
(or lenis) medial stop of the derived stem CLuwian pi-pi-is-sa- (cf. 
Lycian pibije-) cannot be derived by any known phonological rule. It 
and similar cases from roots with initial voiceless stop are probably 
analogical to reduplicated forms of roots with initial voiced stop, 
which with initial devoicing would have had the pattern TV-DV- < 
*DV-DV- (see Melchert 1994 300). There is one apparent exception 
to the pattern of word-initial voiceless stops. The new dental stop 
that develops irregularly from initial *n- and *s- is voiced, to judge 
from the evidence of the Greek loanword ()e1ta~ < HLuwian Idibas-I 
'heaven, sky' < *nibhes- (see most recently Neu 1999620 with note 
6) and the place-name t~atVt~ = 'EAaia (see Neumann apud Gus­
mani 1986 162), a form of Luwian tiiini(ya)- 'of oil', cognate with 
Hittite sakan- 'fat, oil' (on which see Hoffner 1994). 

Luwian has no stops in word-final position (cf. section B.2.2), and 
there are no attested examples of I-HI or I-hi. Final *-m has become 
I-n!. We thus find final I-ts/, l-s/, I-r/, 1-1/ and I-n!. Final I-yl occurs 
as the second element of the diphthong la:y/, and the absence of final 
/-a:wl is probably accidental. 

The nature of both cuneiform and hieroglyphic orthography makes 
any discussion of permitted and prohibited consonant clusters in 
Luwian problematic. The description in Melchert (1994 248ft) is a 
mere first attempt in need of further refinement. 
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3.2 Vowels 

The vowels laI, Iii and lui, both long and short, occur freely word­
initially and word-finally. There are no assured cases of hiatus, but 
we cannot exclude that some spellings in (C)a-(a)-i or (C)a-(a)-ulu 
represent disyllabic sequences fa_if and fa _ uI instead of diphthongs. 

4. Accent 

We can draw a few inferences about Luwian accent from the effects 
of certain prehistoric changes and from one synchronic rule (see 
section B.2.5), but the risks of circular argument are quite high. We 
also cannot take for granted that inferred prehistorical accent patterns 
persist in the attested language. We may with due caution assume 
that each Luwian word has one principal accent which in multi­
syllabic words may fall on any syllable. There is no positive evidence 
for mobile accent within nominal or verbal paradigms. 

C. MORPHOLOGY 

1. Nominal Inflection 

1.1 Gender and Number 

Luwian nouns and adjectives alike inflect for gender, number, and 
case, with the expected difference that only adjectives can appear in 
more than one gender. There are two genders: animate (common) 
and inanimate (neuter). The category number includes singular and 
contrasting count (or distributive) and collective plural for animate 
nouns: e.g. CLuwian lalamis 'receipt' with collective plural laliima 
and unattested count plural *lalaminzi (see Eichner 1985 9 with 
notes 23-26, Melchert 1993a 122 and 2000b 65 contra Starke 1985 
269). There is no synchronic dual, but some prehistoric duals have 
been subsumed under the collective: diiuwa=ta-wali (/dawa/) 'eyes' 
(of one person) < old dual *s6kwoh l beside singular diiwls (cf. Starke 
1986 161). Neuter nouns typically show only the collective plural. 
If an explicit count plural is required, Luwian in at least some cases 
uses the suffix -ant- plus the collective ending: CLuwian iissanta 
'mouths' to neuter iiss- (see in more detail Melchert 2000b 61). 
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1.2 Case 

Luwian has a maximum of seven cases: nominative, vocative, 
accusative, ergative, genitive, dative-locative, and ablative-instrumental. 
However, the vocative (distinguished from the nominative only in 
the singular) is limited to a mere handful of examples.in CLuwian. 
The neuter as expected has a single form for nominative and accusa­
tive. HLuwian merges the animate nominative and accusative plural, 
using the ending of the nominative. The genitive case is attested 
only in HLuwian, having been lost in CLuwian. Even in HLuwian 
the use of the genitive case competes with an inflected 'relational' or 
'possessive' adjective that agrees with its head noun (see on the syntax 
in section D.3). The ablative-instrumental does not distinguish singu­
lar and plural. The Luwian nominal endings may be schematized as 
follows. CLuwian is given in bound transcription, HLuwian in a 
phonological interpretation. A dashed line indicates a systematic 
gap. Endings in brackets are rare. 

Nom.Anim. 
Acc.Anim. 
Vocative 
Nom.-Acc.Nt. 
Ergative 
Genitive 
Dat.-Loc. 
Abl.-Inst. 

Singular 

CLuwian HLuwian 

-s 
-n 
[-0] 

-0, -n 

I-sl 
l-nI 

-0,I-nI 
-antis I-antisl 

l-as/,l-asil 
-i, [-a] I-ii, [I-a/] 

Plural 

CLuwian HLuwian 

-nzi I-ntsil 
-nz(a) I-ntsil 
[nominative used] 
-a, [-0] I-a! 

-antinzi I-antintsil 
I-as/, I-asil 

-anz(a) I-antsl 
-ati I-adil 

The CLuwian animate accusative plural -nza is to be read as [-nts] or 
[-nz] without final vowel: see Starke (1990 44). In the nom.-acc. sg. 
neuter the ending l-nI is that of a-stems, zero that of all other classes. 

Frequently in CLuwian and nearly obligatorily in HLuwian the 
nom.-acc. sg. neuter is extended by a particle I-sa!, which appears as 
-za after l-nI and I-II (see section B.2.4). The particle usually carries 
no meaning, but its original force as a deictic adjective 'this' is 
preserved in CLuwian inzagan-za ... sapiyaimman 'this i. (is) s_ed' 
(KBo 29.6 Ro 25), where it functions parallel to nom. sg. animate zas 
'this' and nom.-acc. pI. neuter za 'these'. This example also con-
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2. Pronouns 

2.1 Personal Pronouns 

The accented personal pronouns in Luwian show a very limited 
inflection. Suppletion in their stem formation still seen in Hittite has 
been eliminated. The very restricted nature of the CLuwian corpus 
means that most of our evidence comes from HLuwian: 

CLuwian HLuwian CLuwian HLuwian 

IstSg IstPI 
Nom. lamul lantsuntsl 
Dat.-Acc. lamul iinza(s) lantsuntsl 

2ndSg 2ndPI 
Nom. (( Itil luntsuntsl 
Dat.-Acc. ltul u(n)za(s) luntsuntsl 
Abl.-Inst. ltuwaril luntsaril 

The HLuwian 1st and 2nd plural forms are written a-zu-za and u-zu­
za. An In! is assumed for the first syllable based on the CLuwian 
cognates, and for the second based on the nominal case endings in 
-nz(a). The z may be read as [z] instead of [ts] (cf. section B.l). It is 
doubtful that there is any functional difference between the CLuwian 
1 st and 2nd plural forms with and without the' final -s, but we cannot 
be sure of this. The same remark applies to the HLuwian variant u-zu­
s(a) (/untsusl) for the 2nd plural (e.g. KARKAMIS A6, §22). We 
may safely assume ablative-instrumental forms for the first persons 
at least in HLuwian. Possession is indicated by inflected adjectives 
which are a-stems (with 'i-mutation'): IstSg lama-I, 2ndSg tuwa­
=/tuwa-I, IstPI lantsa-I, 2ndPI luntsa-I. The demonstrative apii-=a­
pa- (lab a-I) 'that' serves as the personal pronoun for the third per­
son. For its inflection see the next section. 

In HLuwian I-mul is assured as the enclitic dative-accusative pro­
noun for the first person singular. In CLuwian -mu is attested in dative 
function. In the 'Istanuwian songs' -mi appears to be used as a dative 
(cf. also note 4, p. 175, and section D.5). HLuwian I-du/, I-ntsl and 
I-mmantsl are the dative enclitic pronouns for the second singular, 
first plural, and second plural respectively. We may reasonably infer 
that they also serve for the accusative. 
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The enclitic personal pronouns for the third person show minor 
differences in CLuwian and HLuwian: 

CLuwian HLuwian CLuwian HLuwian 

NomSgAnim -as I-asl NomPlAnim -ata I-ada! 
AccSgAnim -an I-ani AccPIAnim -as I-ada! 
N-ASgNeut -ata I-ada! N-APINeut -ata I-ada! 
DatSg -tu I-dul DatPI -mmas I-mantsl 

The HLuwian forms with I-d-I also appear in rhotacized form. For 
CLuwian -as as animate accusative plural see Melchert (2000a 179ft). 

For the singular HLuwian has special enclitic reflexive forms for 
all three persons: I-mil, I-dil and I-dil (the latter also appear as [-riD. 
The second and third person forms are also attested in CLuwian (see 
further section D.S with references). The plural enclitic personal pro­
nouns also serve as reflexives: HLuwian IstPl I-ants/, 2ndPI I-mants/, 
3rdPI I-mantsl and CLuwian 3rdPI -mmas. At least in HLuwian IstSg 
I-mul also is used as a reflexive in competition with I-mil. 

2.2 Demonstrative, Interrogative-Relative, and Indefinite Pronouns 

The demonstrative stems in Luwian are za-=za- (Its a-I) 'this' and 
apa-=a-pa- (/aba-I) 'that'. These inflect as a-stems in both CLuwian 
and HLuwian, without 'i-mutation'. For the endings -inzi and -inz(a) in 
CLuwian just in the animate plural compare wa-a-su-i-en-zi to the u­
stem wasu-. For the ending I-aya! in the HLuwian neuter nom.-acc. 
plural in what is otherwise an a-stem compare examples such as 
wali+rali-la-ya (lwarallaya!) to the stem /warallali:-I 'one's own'. 

CLuwian HLuwian CLuwian HLuwian 
NomSgAnim zas Itsasl NomPlAnim zinzi Itsantsil 
AccSgAnim zan * Itsanl AccPIAnim zinz(a) Itsantsil 
N-ASgNeut za Itsa! N-APINeut za Itsaya! 
Dat-LocSg zati Itsadi:1 Dat-LocPI Itsadantsl 

The CLuwian animate accusative singular is by chance attested only 
in the assimilated form zam-pa (cf. section B.2.4). The HLuwian 
dative-locative plural is assured by zila-ta-zila in Y ALBURT 4, §2. 
The dative-locative plural Itsadi(ya)ntsl (za-ti-ya-za, za-ti-za) pro­
bably belongs not directly to the demonstrative stem Itsa-/ 'this', but 
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1999 194t) and HLuwian lHi:lana-l* (PORTA-Ia-na-) (collective plural) 
'gate-(house), (base seen in Hittite bUa- 'courtyard'). The suffix 
-annali- fonns diminutives (CLuwian animate armannali- 'lunula' < 
arma- 'moon' and also possessive adjectives that are then secondar­
ily substantivized: 1..kantanna- (collective plural) 'wheat-field' (base 
seen in Hittite kant- 'wheat'). 

A suffix -ra- deriving adjectives from nouns appears in CLuwian 
*butra-Ibutar- *'agile, quick', the base of animate butarlii- 'slave', < 
buta- 'haste, alacrity' (see Eichner 1983 57ft). Likewise in the sub­
stantivized neuter wassar-=/wassar-I 'favor' (on the phonology cf. 
Melchert 1993b). Also of interest are the 'oppositional' suffixes that 
derive adjectives from adverbs, as seen in *iipparali-=/apparali:-I 
(pOST+RAlI-(i)-) 'after-; later; younger' and CLuwian *nanuntarrali­
'(of the) present' and HLuwian lannantarrali:-I 'lower'. 

In addition to the possessive suffix -assali-=I-assali:-I we find a 
suffix -(a)sba-=I-(a)sha-I that fonns animate nouns (notably without 
'i-mutation'): e.g. CLuwian mar(ru)wasba- (a mineral) < *marwa­
'dark' (see on the suffix Starke 1979). A suffix -as(sa)rali-=I-assrali:-I 
(also with epenthesis -ast(ar)rali-=I-astrali:-I-see section B.2.3) fonns 
animate abstract nouns from adjectives: battast(ar)rali-=lHattastrali:-1 
'violence' (thus with Neumann 1965 contra Starke 1990 384ft). For 
the origin of this suffix in compounds see the very end of this section. 
Quite distinct is the suffix -as(sa)rali-=/-assrali:-/ that derives animate 
nouns referring to females: *niinas(sa)rali-=/nanassrali:-I 'sister' < 
*niina- 'brother' (see Oettinger 1986c 122ff, following Szemerenyi). 

There are some examples of a suffix -ta-=I-ta-I added directly to 
the root: animate asta-=/asta-I (a-sa-ta-) '(evil) spell, chann' (thus 
with Starke 1990 186 with note 613 contra Melchert 1987 185f; cf. 
Latin astus 'wile, cunning' with Neumann apud Tischler 1977 86). 
Likewise CLuwian animate biita- 'haste, alacrity' < *h2uhr to- (Starke 
1990 362ft). Fairly productive is a suffix -t(t)a-=I-tlda-I that fonns 
adjectives (often then substantivized) from nouns: CLuwian animate 
buppartali- 'pelvis' (base seen in Hittite buppar- 'bowl'); animate 
bapiitali-=lHabadirali:-1 'river-valley' < biipali- 'river' (false Mel­
chert 1993a 55 and Starke 1990 514). See in detail Melchert (1999 
368ft). A suffix -tar- « *-tro-) is weakly attested as forming neuter 
nouns: CLuwian siiwatar 'hom' (see Oettinger 1979a and Melchert 
1993b) and HLuwian */i:star-I, the base of li:starta-I 'seat, throne' 
(with another example of denominative I-ta-/). 
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names for places: CLuwian URuNinuwawann(i)- 'ofNiniveh', HLuwian 
IAssurawann(i:)-1 'of Assur' (over twenty examples in HLuwian). 

Starke (1990 433ft) has shown that 'heteroclite' neuter nouns are 
quite well attested in Luwian, contrary to previous claims. In addition to 
a few nouns with simple -rl-n- such as CLuwian iisbar~iisban-* 
'blood' and HLuwian Ilammar/*~/lammn-1 'time', one also fmds deriv­
atives with the suffix -ttarl-ttn- (e.g. CLuwian tarmattar~tarmattn­
'fastening, nailing'). The suffix -warl-w(a)n- is directly attested in 
examples like CLuwian gursawar~gursaw(a)n- 'island' and more 
widely in indirect fashion in the infinitive -una=l-unal, which reflects 
an old dative-locative (originally allative) of such a noun. 

Luwian attests a variety of neuter s-stems (see in detail Starke 
1990 95ft): e.g. CLuwian tappas- and HLuwian Idibas-I 'sky, heaven' 
with suffix I-as/, CLuwian bappis- 'limb, member' and HLuwian 
Itanis-I 'stele' with I-is-I, and CLuwian tiirus- 'statue' with I-us-I. 

Very productive in Luwian is the suffIx -it-=I-id-I that forms neuter 
nouns (see Starke 1990 151ft). First, it is used to derive nouns from 
native bases: e.g. upatit-=/ubadid-I 'land-grant' (*'allotment' < upa­
'to allot' via *upati-). Second, it is used to adapt loanwords, espe­
cially from Hurrian: e.g. CLuwian natbit- 'bed' < Hurrian natbi-. 
Finally, the complex suffix -abit-=I-ahid-I is the productive suffix for 
forming abstracts from both nouns and adjectives: e.g. bandawadal;it­
=/Hantawadahid-1 'kingship' < bantawat(i)-=REX-wali-tali- 'king'. 

While the synchronic participle is that in -m(m)ali-=I-m(m)a/i:-I 
cited above, one finds lexicalized participles in -ant(i)-=I-ant(i:)-I: 
e.g. CLuwian u(wa)lant(i)- 'dead' and HLuwian Imiyant(i:)-I 'abun­
dant'. There are also some examples of a possessive suffix -want-: 
e.g. CLuwian asbanuwant(i)- 'bloody'. On the ergative suffIx see sec­
tion D.3. 

Stems in -u- include neuter nouns (maddu-=/maddu-I 'wine'), ani­
mate nouns (NA4iissu-=(SCALPRUM)/assu-1 'stone pillar/column') 
and a few adjectives (CLuwian aru- 'high'). 

There are few attested compounds among ordinary Luwian nouns 
and adjectives. HLuwian REGIO-ni-DOMINUS-ni- 'country-lord' 
provides one example of a determinative compound. Another is 
probably (*481 )wa+rali-mu-ta-li- (/wara-mu(wa)tallali:-I) 'strong of 
sense/smell' (an epithet of dogs): cf. Hittite pattar-palbi- 'broad of 
wing' (name of a bird). For the syntax underlying this type see D.3. 
The noun NA4kuttas(sa)rali-=/kutassrali:-1 'orthostat' may be analyzed 
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denominative verbs Melchert (1997b). For the suffixes -za-, -s(s)a­
and -anna- see D.6. 

Most adverbs associated with verbs as preverbs remain syntacti­
cally independent (cf. D.l). There are some cases of compounds 
with the prefixes aw-/u- and pa-: awi-=/awi:-/ 'to come' vs. i-=/i:-/ 
'to go'; CLuwian uppa- 'to bring' (= Hittite uppa/i-); piya-=/piya-/ 
'to give' (cf. HLuwian /i(ya)sa-/ 'to buy' and see Melchert 1989a 
42ffwith references). 

D. SYNTAX 

1. Word Order 

A thorough study of Luwian word order has yet to be carried out. A 
preliminary investigation suggests that Luwian has most of the features 
established for Hittite. The unmarked order is'S 0 V'. As usual in 
such formulas, '0' stands not for the direct object alone, but for all 
elements of the predicate save the verb. The sentence negation and 
preverbs appear immediately before the verb. When both are present 
one fmds both Preverb Negative Verb and Negative Preverb Verb. An 
indirect object precedes the direct object, while locatives (including 
adpositional phrases) follow it. The status of time expressions and 
ablative-instrumentals needs further study. Attributive adjectives and 
demonstratives regularly precede their head noun, as do adnominal 
genitives in HLuwian. However, postnominal adjectives and demon­
stratives are far from rare in HLuwian. A functional difference in the 
ordering is not easy to discern (cf. e.g. SULTANHAN, §§2 and 8). 
Indefinite adjectives follow their head noun. 

Most enclitics (notably anaphoric pronouns, various particles, and 
some conjunctions) follow 'Wackernagel's Law': i.e., they are attached 
to the first accented word in the clause (including sentence-initial 
conjunctions). There are three exceptions to this rule. First, -ba=/-ha! 
'and' conjoining nouns or verbs naturally may occur wherever these 
constituents appear (for an example with verbs see SUL T ANHAN, 
§16). Second, while clause-linking -ba=/-ha! 'also, and' is attached 
in the vast majority of cases to the first word, it can appear later in 
the clause (e.g. <;iFTLiK, § 15). Third, the local particle -tta=/-ta! 
occasionally appears attached to a dative-locative within the clause: 
astummantanza-ta (KUB 9.31 ii 25) and /ami(ya)nts-ta! (KARA­
TEPE, §XXX, 151). 
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The order in 'enclitic chains' is fixed: conjunction -ha or -pa, 
quotative particle -wa-, dative or reflexive pronoun, nominative or 
accusative pronoun, and finally local particle: e.g. ARHA-pa-wali-tu­
wali-ta-ta (/arHa-pa-wa-du-ada-taJ) (ALEPPO 2, §18). For the reflex­
ive and dative pronoun before nominative see respectively Iwa-ri(y)-as­
tal (ASSUR letter f+g, §51) and Iwa-m-as-ta/ (BOR, §6). For reflexive 
before accusative see turin-ti(y)-an kuis ada 'The one who has made it 
a spear for himself (KBo 13.260 ii 22) and MARA~ 4, §9 (cited in 
D.7). Note that this order contrasts with that in Hittite. 

As in Hittite, any constituent of the sentence may undergo 'fronting' 
either to absolute initial position or the position immediately follow­
ing a sentence-initial conjunction (Plus enclitics). These two posi­
tions are functionally equivalent. This process surely involves some 
kind of topicalization, but a more precise characterization is not yet 
possible. Surprisingly, as in Hittite, one occasionally finds fronting 
of two elements in the same sentence (e.g. KARATEPE, §§VI and 
XXXVII). Luwian may also 'extrapose' any constituent except the 
verb to the right of the clause-final verb. Here one must distinguish 
extraposition of an appositional element (a-wali+rali-ku-sa-wali 
REL-i-na MAGNUSi+rali-nu-wali-ta a-TANA-wali-ni-i-sa(URBS) 
REX-ti-sa 'whom Awariku, King of Adana, made great' (KARA­
TEPE, §II), from 'right-dislocation', which moves one of the 
arguments of the verb and which in the case of subject or object 
requires 'clitic-doubling': taln-ti(y)-ata maW aiyaru tapiiruwa hlruta 
tatarriyamna 'Let them, the t., oaths and curses, become oil (and) 
honey' (KUB 9.6+ ii 12-13). Note that here there has also been 
fronting of the predicate nouns. See D.2 and D.6 for more examples. 

2. Agreement 

Attributive adjectives agree with their head noun in gender, number 
and case, and likewise predicate adjectives with the subject. Cardinal 
numbers greater than one may take either singular or plural: 5-na-' 
("*78")a-ru-ti-na 'five baskets' and 4-zi ("*78")a-ru-ti-zi 'four baskets'. 
As seen in the last example cited in the preceding section, a collec­
tive plural subject takes a singular verb (aiyaru taparuwa ... ). This is 
also attested in HLuwian (SUL T ANHAN, § 14 and AS SUR letter e, 
§ 12). In the case of multiple subjects, the verb is often singUlar, agree­
ing with the nearest subject, as does any predicate adjective: a-ata 
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infinitive (so-called 'double dative'): za-ti "CASTRUM"-si AEDIFI­
CARE+MI-na 'to build this fortress' (KARATEPE, §XL). 

The ablative-instrumental is used to express 'from' with both objects 
and sometimes also persons (cf. KARKAMIS A6, §30). It also marks 
relative location and direction: ipaiati ... isarwilati 'to the left...to the 
right', ("OCCIDENS")i-pa-ma-ti (DEUS.ORIENS)ki-sa-tama-ti 'to the 
west (and) to the east'. This is also surely the sense of the forms of 
the personal pronouns: tu-wali+ri 'to(wards) you' (ASSUR letter f+g, 
§ 10), u-za-ri+i 'for/on your part'. The ablative-instrumental also 
expresses means, accompaniment and the agent with a passive parti­
ciple: (DEUS)TONITRUS-ta-ti-i (LOQUI)ta-tarali-ya-mi-sa i-zi-ya­
ru 'let him become cursed by the Storm-god' (KARKAMIS, A2+3, 
§24). 

4. Adpositions 

Luwian regularly has postpositions with the dative-locative. Attested 
are: lannan/ 'under' (SULTANHAN, §9 etc.), Iparran/ 'before' (spatial 
and temporal) (KUB 35.55,10 etc. and CEKKE, §1O etc.), Isarri/ 'over' 
(KARKAMIS, A6, §11 etc.),/tawiyan/ 'towards, facing' (KUB 35.107+ 
iii 8, KARATEPE, §V etc.), CUM-nali 'with, for' (read Ikatanl?), 
*336-na-na 'among'? (KARKAMIS A6, §24 etc.). Prepositions are 
rare: annan patanza 'under the feet' (KUB 35.39 iii 29-cf. B.2.5), 
sarri tappasl 'above heaven' and sam tiya<m>mi 'above earth' (KUB 
7.53+ 12.58 i 58-59), and PRAE-wali a-mu 'before me' (AS SUR letter 
e, §31). Postpositional phrases may be broken up by movement rules 
like 'right-dislocation' (KARATEPE, §XXI) and 'fronting' (ALEPPO 
2, §25). 

5. Use of Pronouns 

The accented personal pronouns are used only for emphasis or con­
trast. As noted in C.2.1, some dative enclitic personal pronouns also 
serve as reflexives. As in Middle and Neo-Hittite (see Hoffner 1969), 
so also in Luwian nominal sentences and sentences with the verb 'to 
be' require a reflexive pronoun when the subject is in the first or 
second person: HLuwian a-mu-wali-mi plus personal name 'I (am) 
So-and-so', wali-ma-za u-zu-za ha-tu-ra+a a-sa-ta-ni 'You are to 
write!' (AS SUR letter e, §6); CLuwian 1,zunnimis-ti 1,mannaimis 
'you (are) a z. m.' (KUB 44.4+ Vo 16). The use of enclitic -mi as a 
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or iterated Ima:n ... ma:n-pal 'whether ... or'. For CLuwian examples 
see KUB 35.54 ii 33-34 and iii 17-21. The line between additive and 
complementary actions is not a hard and fast one, and it is interesting 
to note the cases where one version of KARA TEPE uses I-hal while 
the other uses I-bal (e.g. §§VIII and XIV). 

On the other hand, it is also a short step from complementary to 
contrastive or even adversative. Hence the nearly fixed collocation 
niinum-pa 'but now' in CLuwian (the contrast with the past being 
essentially inherent). A very clear adversative example is 'She gave 
my enemies to me, but me (*a-mu-l2f!:.-wali) to my enemies she did not 
give' (KARKAMIS A23, §§4-5, cited in full in D.6). It is important 
to stress, however, that 'but' is not an inherent meaning of -pa. 

The contrastive value of -pa is also seen in its use to introduce 
new topics (e.g. KUB 35.45 iii 22 or KARATEPE, §LIX). However, 
-pa by no means always introduces entirely new topics. Like Hittite 
'anaphoric' -ma, -pa is also used to highlight a previously mentioned 
element that is to be further described or defined (cf. Giiterbock and 
Hoffner 1980-8996). See e.g. TiLSEVET, §§5-6. HLuwian often uses 
this device in resuming relative clauses: *a-pa-12fl:.-wali-ta '(The one who 
does honor) him (these gods ... ),-see the full citation in D.9 above. 

Both CLuwian and HLuwian employ sentence-initial a-==/a-I, whose 
function appears to be roughly that of Hittite nu. It is used to intro­
duce the resumptive clause to a preposed relative (KUB 9.6+ iii 26, 
BULGARMADEN, §11) and the main clause following other types 
of subordinate clauses (EMiRGAZi altars, §21). It links prosecutive 
actions in past narrative (KUB 35.107 iii 11ff, YALBURT, passim), 
in ritual actions just performed (KUB 35.54 ii 35ft) and series of 
imperatives (KUB 35.54 ii 49 - iii 11). Only CLuwian has sentence­
initial pii, whose usage largely overlaps with that of a-. It intro­
duces resumptive clauses to preposed relatives (KUB 9.31 ii 25). It 
links prosecutive clauses in past narratives (KBo 29.25+ ii 11-12 and 
KBo 12.100 Ro Iff-in the latter the parallelism with Hittite nu is 
explicit) and in other series of actions (KUB 35.102+ iii Ift). One 
difference between a- and pii is that only the latter may occur alone 
without clitics (KUB 9.31 ii 32, 32.9+ Vo 31). 

The apparent use of the quotative particle /wa/ as a sentence-initial 
conjunction in HLuwian is almost certainly a mirage. As per Haw­
kins (p. 159ff in this volume), spellings such as wali-mu-a in second­
millennium texts (e.g. YALBURT 2, §§2-3) stand for la-wa-mul with 
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