
PREFACE

In the course of teaching sociology to North Americans, I discovered
that reports on the Iranian family and gender roles were received with
great interest by my students. Eventually it occurred to me that I should
prepare something in book form , and an anthology appeared to be the
first step. This collection , therefore , is intended only as a modest vehicle
for familiarizing those interested in the situation of women and the family
in Iran . The intention is not to provide data in support of a specific
theoretical approach, although some of the papers contain theoretical
frameworks .

Since, in most cultures , women's activities are primarily confined to
their roles as wives and mothers, an examination of family interaction is
necessary for an understanding of the situation of women , and vice versa.
This consideration has affected the selection of papers.

It should be noted that in spite of the assignment of the papers to
specific parts in this volume, most of them are also relevant to other parts
of the book. For instance, some of the papers which appear in the
historical section use sociological perspectives , while papers in the
cultural section also have historical import .

As for the transliteration of Persian and Arabic words , because of the
diverse backgrounds of the contributors and other difficulties , it was
decided to let each author choose his or her own style .

There is also a certain amount of repetition of background information
among the papers . These repetitions have not been eliminated because
the pa ssages contain analyses which, in their \ different contexts, are
necessary for the flow of the discussion .

In preparing this work , in addition to the interest and enthusiasm of
the contributors, the editor has benefited from the valuable assistance
and advice of the following persons to whom he is deeply grateful:
Domini Christian, Helen Colbert, Joseph E. DiSanto, David C . Fathi,
Michael M . J . Fischer, Albert C. Heinrich, Harry H . Hiller, M. A.
Jazayery, Pamela McCallum, and FarhatJ. Ziadeh.

Finally, the publication of this volume has been made possible in part
by a grant from the Endowment Fund from the University of Calgary. I
wish to thank the University for this support.
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