
EDITOR'S TRIBUTE TO EDMUND BOSWORTH 

When the suggestion was made to Edmund Bosworth that he should 
receive a Festschrift from his colleagues in Islamic studies, he responded 
with his customary enthusiasm. Indeed, it was he who chose the 
contributors to the Festschrift amongst friends whom he cherishes and 
fellow-scholars whom he respects . I believe that this volume, dedi-
cated to Persian and Turkish studies, is a fine contribution to schol-
arship in this field as well as a true refl ection of Edmund Bosworth's 
abiding interest and research in these areas of the Islamic world. 

Michae l Wickens has provided an eloquent and comprehensive 
appreciation of Edmund's personali ty and scholarly achievements. I 
will therefore confine mysel f to a few personal reminis cences and 
observations of my own. 

Over the many years that I have known Edmund I have always 
been impressed by his prodigious eneqj'Y and enthusiasm for every 
project he undertakes and by his genu inely wide-ranging interests 
within his field. Nor is he self-see king and mean with his knowl-
edge-he is always willing to impart bibliographical information to 
others and to encourage those who are just starting their appren-
ticeship in Islamic studies. His own standing in the field receiv ed 
timely recognition in his elect ion as Fell ow of the British Academy 
in 1992 but his reputation extends far beyond the borders of the 
UK and Europe. Despite his scholarly persona, Edmund is happy 
to be teased; indeed, he himself has a puckish sense of humour which 
he rare ly reveals to his colleagues but which makes him a delight-
ful compan ion outside working hours. 

Edmund's life- long interest in medieva l I slamic history and thought 
has not preven ted him from enjoying outside interes ts. He is a devoted 
husband, father and grandfather and a pillar of his local church. H e 
finds time for regular visits to his alma mater, St J ohn's College, 
Oxford, to collect books, to pursue his passion for Victorian a and 
for gardening, and perhaps above all to pace the Scottish hill s and 
the Isle of Arran with a youthful vigour and speed that lea ves his 
companions gasping for breath. 

This volume is offered to Edmund in gratitude and affection. 

Carole Hill enbrand 
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