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“Cracking the Code”

This image draws upon the mythical symbolism of the egg as an embryonic source of life in
the broadest sense and of the serpent as both threat and stimulus. As symbol of genetic
coding and promise of future development, the egg is embraced by the serpent as harbinger
of change — an intrusion both feared and welcome. The promise of future development
encapsulated in the egg is augmented by the ambiguous meaning of the serpent both as
Biblical icon of forbidden knowledge and as malleable phallic symbol. Its ambiguity as
fear-inspiring intruder and, simultaneously, as catalyst for change is mirrored in its
encircling of the embryonic promise. If the serpent is viewed as voluntary movement, then
the egg — which also plays upon the medulla oblongata, the egg-shaped enlargement at the
lower center of the human brain — is representative of involuntary vial processes such as
breathing and digestion (the medulla oblongata is involved in involuntary movement). Is
the serpent protecting or thwarting that promise of change, that encoded movement? Do all
principles of reality ultimately derive from the unity of opposites — convergence and
divergence, inner and outer spaces, matter (egg) and mind (serpent = knowledge)? The
agonistic, ambivalent quality of the essential tensions between serpent and egg, between
environment and seed of life lies at the heart of Remapping Reality.



The most powerful of human faculties is the power of thinking.
It is the greatest remedy of the mind if a few thoughts can be found from which

infinite others arise in order, just as from the assumption of a few numbers, from
one to ten, all the other numbers can be derived in order.

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, “Of an Organum or Ars Magna of Thinking” (c. 1679)
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