
The Vanished World

of Lithuanian Jews



On the Boundary of Two Worlds
Identity, Freedom, and Moral Imagination 

in the Baltics
1

Editor

Leonidas Donskis, Professor of Philosophy at Vytautas Magnus
University in Kaunas, Lithuania, and Foreign Docent of Philosophy at
the University of Helsinki, Finland

Editorial and Advisory Board

Timo Airaksinen, University of Helsinki, Finland
Egidijus Aleksandravicius, The Lithuanian Emigration Institute, 
Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas, Lithuania

Endre Bojtar, the Central European University, Budapest, Hungary
Kristian Gerner, University of Uppsala, Sweden
John Hiden, University of Glasgow, UK
Mikko Lagerspetz, Estonian Institute of Humanities, Estonia

Olli Loukola, University of Helsinki, Finland
Alvydas Nikzentaitis, Lithuanian History Institute, Lithuania
Rein Raud, University of Helsinki, Finland, and Estonian Institute of 
Humanities, Estonia

Alfred Erich Senn, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA
David Smith, University of Glasgow, UK
Saulius Suziedelis, Millersville University, USA

Tomas Venclova, Yale University, USA

Germany
Andreas Lawaty, Director, the  Nordost-Institute at Lüneburg, 

Joachim Tauber, Nordost-Institut, Lüneburg, Germany



The Vanished World

of Lithuanian Jews

Edited by

Preface by Leonidas Donskis

Amsterdam - New York, NY 2004

Alvydas Nikžentaitis, Stefan Schreiner

& Darius Stali  nasū 



Cover design: Arunas Gelunas

The paper on which this book is printed meets the requirements of “ISO 

9706:1994, Information and documentation - Paper for documents - 

Requirements for permanence”.

ISBN: 978-90-420-0850-2

©Editions Rodopi B.V., Amsterdam – New York, NY 2004

Printed in The Netherlands

Transferred to digital printing 2014

E-book ISBN: 978-94-012-0090-5



Acknowledgements 
 
It is the editors’ great pleasure to express their gratitude to all those who 
graciously sponsored the conferences held in Nida (1997) and Telšiai 
(2001), Lithuania, and, thus, contributed to the coming about of this book. 
 
We are especially pleased to acknowledge the generous financial support 
of the Volkswagen-Stiftung in Hanover, Germany. Without its support, 
the conferences could not have taken place nor could the book have been 
published. 
 
Our appreciation goes equally to the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania 
as well as the Regional Museum of the City of Telšiai. 
 
We owe a great debt of gratitude to Dr Stephen C. Rowell, Senior Fellow 
at the Lithuanian Institute of History, for graciously proofreading and 
editing the manuscript of the book.   
 
A word of thanks is due also to Mr Emanuelis Zingeris, Director of the 
Vilna Gaon Jewish State Museum, Lithuania, for giving permission to use 
some photographs and materials to design the cover of the book. 
 



Table of Contents 
 
 
Preface by Leonidas Donskis 

 

Introduction 1    

John D. Klier, Traditions of the Commonwealth: 
Lithuanian Jewry and the Exercise of Political Power in 
Tsarist Russia 

 
 
5  

Darius Staliūnas, Changes in the Political Situation and 
the “Jewish Question” in the Lithuanian Gubernias of 
the Russian Empire (1855–April 1863) 

 
 

21  

Theodore R. Weeks, Politics, Society, and Antisemitism: 
Peculiarities of the Russian Empire and Lithuanian 
Lands 

 
 

45  

Vladas Sirutavičius, Notes on the Origin and Development 
of Modern Lithuanian Antisemitism in the Second Half 
of the Nineteenth Century and at the Beginning of the 
Twentieth Century 

 
 
 

61  

Ezra Mendelsohn, Some Remarks on the Jewish Condition in 
Interwar East Central Europe 

 
73 

Eglė Bendikaitė, Expressions of Litvak Pro-Lithuanian 
Political Orientation c.1906–c.1921 

 
89  

Česlovas Laurinavičius, Lithuanian General Aspects of 
Domestic Policy 1918–1940 

 
109  

Saulius Sužiedėlis, The Historical Sources for 
Antisemitism in Lithuania and Jewish-Lithuanian 
Relations during the 1930s 

 
 
119 

Verena Dohrn, State and Minorities. The First Lithuanian 
Republic and S. M. Dubnov’s Concept of Cultural 
Autonomy 

 
 
155  

Yitzhak Arad, The Murder of the Jews in German-Occupied 
Lithuania (1941–1944) 

 
175  

Arūnas Bubnys, The Holocaust in Lithuania: An Outline of 
the Major Stages and their Results 

 
205  

Gershon Greenberg, Holocaust and Musar for the Telšiai 
Yeshivah: Avraham Yitshak and Eliyahu Meir Bloch 

 
223  

ix 



The Vanished World of Lithuanian Jews 
  

Yevgeni Rozenblat, The Holocaust in the Western Regions 
of Belarus 

 
263 

Martin C. Dean, Lithuanian Participation in the Mass 
Murder of Jews in Belarus and Ukraine (1941–1944) 

 
285 

Joachim Tauber, Coming to Terms with a Difficult Past 297  

Summaries 

About the Authors 

307 

319 

 
 
 

viii 


	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Acknowledgments
	Table of Contents



