
A44 The Cat and the Mice

Informant: B6nyam6n B6nyam6n ("“n-Nune)

(1) qá†u-w "aqúbra dè�m6n t-©ðàðela.} qá†u xazyále "aqùbra,} doqále "axlàle.} 
"ˆ-ga,} "aqùbre} kúlla jmìla.} jmíla xa-dùk°a,} mèra mo-‘ára t-óð6x †la-d-áyya qá†u 

t-la-"axlàl5ni?} "áxni plá†a gu-bˆ°a,} b8y6x †8y6x xá-m6ndi t-àxl6x,} hóla xzáy6ll6n 

qá†u ráqa bá°r6n xàl6ll5ni.} (2) mèra t-óð6x xà-m6ndi} qa-t-"íman t-á°ya qà†u,} "áxni 

š>mêxle qála díya,} ha-t-àrq5xi.} mèra mà†o?} mèra d7r6x xa-zága b-qðál6t qà†u.} 
talèxle zága b-qðála dìya.} "ím6t "à°ya,} mzàng6r zága,} "áxni š>mèxle qále t-árq6x 

m†àš6x.} (3) mèra "áyya xoš-ßanìt5la!} béna xá-m6nna mère de-yàlla!} bas-"7ni d7rele 

zága b-qðál6t qà†u?} (4) "áp-xa lá-ßab6r taléle zága b-qðál6t qà†u.} "o-"aqúbr6t tále 

zága b-qðál6t qá†u t-axlàle.} "7-ga píšla hàd6x.} mêra} "áp-xa la-ßáb6r d5réle zága 

b-qðál6t qà†u.}
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(1) A cat and a mouse were mutual enemies. The cat saw the mouse, 
caught it and ate it. Then all the mice gathered together. They gathered 
in a place and said ‘What solution can we � nd for this cat so that it does 
not eat us? When we go out into the house searching for something to 
eat, the cat sees us, runs after us and eats us’. (2) They said ‘Let’s do 
something so that when the cat comes we shall hear its sound and we 
can run away’. They said ‘How (shall we do this)?’ They said ‘Let’s put a 
bell on the neck of  the cat. Let’s hang a bell on its neck. When it comes, 
the bell will sound, we shall hear its sound and run and hide’. (3) They 
said ‘That’s a good idea!’ Then one of  them said ‘Let’s do it! But who 
will put the bell on the neck of  the cat?’ (4) None of  the them dared to 
put the bell on the neck of  the cat. The mouse who hung the the bell on 
the neck of  the cat would be eaten by it. So they remained as they were. 
They said ‘Nobody dares to put the bell on the neck of  the cat’.




