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LIST OF SQUEEZES 
ALPHABETICALLY ARRANGED ACCORDING TO SITES

NO.  MvB NO.  SITE SUBJECT DATE

1. MvB1  Abå Ghåsh Construction 881/1476

2. MvB46 #Akko (#Akk§, Acre) Epitaph  ca. 120/738

3. MvB57 #Amm§n Construction Early 4th/10thc

4. MvB13 Ashqelon Epitaph 259/872-73

5. MvB25 Ashqelon  Epitaph 390/1000

6. MvB23 Ashqelon   Epitaph 4th/10thc

7. MvB4a Ashqelon Epitaph 406/1015

8. MvB5 Ashqelon Construction  441/1049-449/1057

9. MvB18 Ashqelon Basmalah 5th/11thc

9a. MvB45 Ashqelon Basmalah 5th/11thc

10. MvB20 Ashqelon Q, 112 epitaph? 5th/11thc

10a. MvB42 Ashqelon Q, 112 epitaph? Late 4th/ 11thc

11. MvB24 Ashqelon Qur"§nic text 5th/11thc

12. MvB19 Ashqelon Epitaph 749/1348

13. MvB28 Ashqelon Restoration 777/1375-6

14. MvB3 Ashqelon Monogram Date?

15. MvB21 Ashqelon Date fragment 5th/11thc

16. MvB82 Bal§ãunus Construction 660/1262

16a. MvB82b Bal§ãunus  Fragment of 82? 660/1262?

17. MvB83,83a Bal§ãunus Construction texts 708/1308-09

18. MvB59 Bußr§ Construction 530/1135-6

19. MvB61 Bußr§ Construction & waqf 544/1149

20. MvB60 Bußr§ Construction 620/1223

21. MvB58 Bußr§ Construction 629/1231-2

22. MvB62 Bußr§ Invocation 629/1231-2

23. MvB10 Caesarea Epitaph?  3rd/9thc

24. MvB15 Caesarea (?)  Epitaph  307/920

25. MvB41 Caesarea Epitaph 327/938-9

26. MvB11a Caesarea Epitaph 376/ 986

26a. MvB11b Caesarea Epitaph 376/ 986

27. MvB14 Caesarea Epitaph  442/1050-1
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28. MvB17 Caesarea Epitaph ca.450/1058

29. MvB2 Caesarea  Restoration  926/1520-974/1566

30. MvB12 Caesarea Qur"§nic text 5th/11th c

31. MvB55 Dar#ah Declaration of Faith 1st-2nd/8th- 9th c

32. MvB26 Dar#ah Declaration of Faith 3rd/9th c

33. MvB33 Dar#ah Declaration of Faith 3rd/9th c

34. MvB56 Dar#ah Epitaph (woman) 396/1005-6

35. MvB53 Dar#ah Epitaph 553/1158

36. MvB52 Dar#ah Epitaph 564/1168-9

37. MvB54 Dar#ah Declaration of Faith 6th/12th c

38. MvB37 Dar#ah Epitaph 673/1274

39. MvB27 Dar#ah Epitaph 673/1274

40. MvB31 Dar#ah Epitaph 689/1290

41. MvB51 Dar#ah Epitaph 901(?)/1496

42. MvB77 Dayr al-Qalt  Construction  1234 CE

43. MvB84 DiÈÈis Unreadable Date?

44. MvB65 FÊq Epitaph (woman) 2nd/8th c

45. MvB63 FÊq Epitaph 2nd/8th c

46. MvB64 FÊq Unreadable Date?

47. MvB50 Haifa-Tall as-Samak Pious Declaration 2nd/8th c

48. MvB66 Hebron Declaration of Faith Date?

49. MvB74 Hebron Construction  732/1331-2

50. MvB32 HånÊn  Construction 1166/1752-3

51. MvB39 Jaffa (vicinity)  Construction 736/1335-6

52. MvB4 Jerusalem Epitaph ca.400/1009

53. MvB44 Jerusalem Epitaph (fragment) 409/1018-19

54. MvB67,68,69 Karak  Exemption from taxes 792/1390

55. MvB48 Kawkab al-Haw§  Construction 7th/13th c

56. MvB71 Mashatt§ Epitaph Date?

57. MvB72 Mashatt§ Invocation Date?

58. MvB70 Mashatt§  Invocation Date?

59. MvB73 Mashatt§ Unreadable Date?

60. MvB76 Al-Mu#arribah Construction ca.530/1135-6

61. MvB75 Qal#at al-\aß§ Construction 1171/1757-1187/   

    1774

62. MvB16 Ramlah (a+b) Epitaph 4th/10th c
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63a.  MvB6b Ramlah  Qur"§nic text ca.400/1048

64. MvB36 Ramlah or Lydda Waqf ca.490/1097

65. MvB22 Ramlah or Lydda Unreadable Date ?

66. MvB40 ‘afad Epitaph  774/1372

67. MvB47 ‘afad Epitaph 777/1375

68. MvB49 ‘afad Endowment? 8th/14thc

69. MvB81 Salamiyyah Construction  481/1088-9

70. MvB80 Zabad Invocation Pre-Islamic 512 CE
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74. MvB29 Unidentified Epitaph (?) 3rd/ 9thc

75. MvB38 Unidentified Qur"§nic text 5th/11thc
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SQUEEZES IN THE ORIGINAL ORDER 

NO. MvB NO. SITE SUBJECT DATE

1. MvB1 Abå Ghåsh Construction 881/1476

29. MvB2 Caesarea Restoration 926/1520-974/1566

14. MvB3 Ashqelon Monogram Date?

52. MvB4 Jerusalem Epitaph ca.400/1009

7. MvB4a Ashqelon Epitaph 406/1015

8. MvB5 Ashqelon Construction 441/1049-449/1057

63. MvB6a Ramlah Qur"§nic text ca.400/1048

63a. MvB6b Ramlah Qur"§nic text ca.400/1048

77. MvB7 Unidentified Qur"§nic text 5th/11thc

76. MvB8 Unidentified Qur"§nic text 500/1106-7

73. MvB9 Unidentified Fragment 2nd/8th-9thc

23. MvB10 Caesarea Epitaph? 3rd/9thc

26. MvB11a Caesarea Epitaph 376/986

26a. MvB11b Caesarea Epitaph 376/986

30. MvB12 Caesarea Qur"§nic text 5th/11thc

4. MvB13 Ashqelon Epitaph 259/872-73

27. MvB14 Caesarea Epitaph 442/1050-1

24. MvB15 Caesarea(?) Fragment 307/920

62. MvB16 Ramlah (a+b) Epitaph 4th/10thc

28. MvB17 Caesarea Epitaph ca.450/1058

9. MvB18 Ashqelon Basmalah 5th/11thc

12. MvB19 Ashqelon Epitaph 749/1348

10. MvB20 Ashqelon Q, 112 epitaph? 5th/11thc

15. MvB21 Ashqelon Date fragment 5th/11thc

65. MvB22 Ramlah or Lydda Unreadable Date?

6. MvB23 Ashqelon Epitaph 4th/10thc

11. MvB24 Ashqelon Qur"§nic text 5th/11thc

5. MvB25 Ashqelon Epitaph 390/1000

32. MvB26 Dar#ah Declaration of Faith 3rd/9thc

39. MvB27 Dar#ah Epitaph 673/1274
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10a. MvB42 Ashqelon Q,112 epitaph? Late 4th/11thc

81. MvB43 Balad Syriac epitaph 11th-13thc CE

53. MvB44 Jerusalem Epitaph (fragment) 409/1018-19

9a. MvB45 Ashqelon Basmalah 5th/11thc

2. MvB46 #Akko (#Akk§) Epitaph ca.120/738

67. MvB47 ‘afad Epitaph 777/1375

55. MvB48 Kawkab al-Haw§ Construction 7th/13thc

68. MvB49 ‘afad Endowment? 8th/14thc

47. MvB50 Haifa-Tall as-
Samak Pious declarations 1st/late 7th- early 8thc

41. MvB51 Dar#ah Epitaph 901(?)/1496
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37. MvB54 Dar#ah Declaration of Faith 6th/12thc

31. MvB55 Dar#ah Declaration of Faith 1st-2nd/8th-9thc

34. MvB56 Dar#ah Epitaph (woman) 396/1005-6

3. MvB57 #Amm§n Construction Early 4th/10th c

21. MvB58 Bußr§ Construction 629/1231-2

18. MvB59 Bußr§ Construction 530/1135-6

20. MvB60 Bußr§ Construction 620/1223

sharon.indb   xiv 11-5-2007   9:27:58



SQUEEZES IN ORIGINAL ORDER xv

19. MvB61 Busra Construction & waqf 544/1149

22. MvB62 Bußr§ Invocation 629/1231-2

45. MvB63 FÊq Epitaph 2nd/8thc

46. MvB64 FÊq Unreadable Date?

44. MvB65 FÊq Epitaph (woman) 2nd/8thc

48. MvB66 Hebron Declaration of Faith Date?

54. MvB67 Karak Exemption of taxes 792/1390

54. MvB68 Karak Exemption of taxes 792/1390

54. MvB69 Karak Exemption of taxes 792/1390

58. MvB70 Mashatt§ Invocation Date?

56. MvB71 Mashatt§ Epitaph Date?

57. MvB72 Mashatt§ Invocation Date?

59. MvB73 Mashatt§ Unreadable Date?

49. MvB74 Hebron Construction 732/1331-2

61. MvB75 Qal#at al-\as§ Construction 1171/1757-1187/1774

60. MvB76 Al-Mu#arribah Construction ca.530-1135-6

42. MvB77 Dayr al-Qalt Construction 1234 CE

80. MvB78 Unidentified Unreadable Date? 

71. MvB79 Zur#ah (Zura# Azra#) Construction 651/1253

70. MvB80 Zabad Invocation Pre-Islamic 512 CE

69. MvB81 Salamiyyah Construction 481/1088-9

16. MvB82 Bal§ãunus Construction 660/1262

16a. MvB82b Bal§ãunus Fragment of 82? 660/1262?

17. MvB83&83a Bal§ãunus Construction 708/1308-9

43. MvB84 DiÈÈis Unreadable Date?

sharon.indb   xv 11-5-2007   9:27:59



SQUEEZES IN ORIGINAL ORDERxvi

sharon.indb   xvi 11-5-2007   9:27:59



FOREWORD xvii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The research of the Arabic inscriptions in Palestine is supported by the Israel Science 
Foundation founded by the Israel Academy of Sciences. 

Acknowledgement is due to the Fondation Max van Berchem, Geneva, for the 
permission to study and photograph the squeezes in the archives and publish them, 
and to the Israel Antiquities Authority for the close cooperation, and the permission 
granted to use its archives and to publish the photographs from these archives.

sharon.indb   xvii 11-5-2007   9:27:59



INTRODUCTIONxviii

sharon.indb   xviii 11-5-2007   9:27:59



FOREWORD xix

FOREWORD

Squeezes are often the only remnants of inscriptions that have already disappeared. 
But even if they have survived, for most people they are not accessible, and the 
squeezes are the nearest thing to the original. The squeezes in the Max van Berchem 
archives in Geneva were taken during the late 19th century under difficult conditions 
and using primitive methods. Max van Berchem (hereafter: MvB) and his colleagues 
used whichever paper that was available to prepare the squeezes. Sometimes 
the paper was unsuitable, yet, except in the case of unusually badly preserved 
inscriptions, they somehow managed to get workable copies. They had no better 
material than paper to prepare the squeezes, and therefore when recording these 
century old papers and cardboards they have to be handled carefully to prevent 
damage while moving them around. This is the reason I had to photograph the 
squeezes in primitive conditions against the window of the room in which they are 
kept. 

The present volume is an addendum to the three volumes of the Corpus Inscriptionum 
Arabicarum Palaestinae (CIAP) that have already been published and, whenever 
applicable, the entries in it refer to parallel entries in one of these volumes. It brings 
a detailed report of the MvB squeezes to the attention of scholars for the first time, 
enabling them to acquire concise firsthand information of their contents, their 
epigraphic context, and historical background. 

Some inscriptions in this volume come from outside Palestine proper, and it is 
very possible that in the future work of recording the squeezes in the archives I will 
find more inscriptions from Palestine mixed together with those from other parts of 
the Middle East. This is inevitable due to the existing arrangement of the squeezes 
in their storage place. Shifting them around now could cause them much damage.

This is the opportunity to extend my deep gratitude to the Israel Science 
Foundation (ISF) for its ongoing support of my work on the CIAP, and the Fondation 
Max van Berchem, Geneva, for its constant sponsorship of the publication of the 
Corpus. I owe particular thanks to Mrs. Antoinette Harri, whose professional support, 
kindness and friendliness over many years has made the work in the MvB archives 
both a pleasant and a rewarding experience. Professor Charles Genequand of the 
University of Geneva, heading the scientific board of the Foundation, has always 
been available with good advice, collegial support, and personal friendliness. My 
wife, Judy and my daughter, Avital deserve deep appreciation for the invaluable 
assistance which they both extended to me during my work in the archives; without 
them I would have been unable to take a single photograph of the squeezes. Judy 
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also proofread and edited the draft of this volume. Linda Egger and Ami Schrager 
contributed much to the background research and to the technical details involved 
in its initial preparation for print. Sivan Lerer proofread the manuscript, made the 
necessary corrections, and prepared the index.

Special thanks are due to my colleague Serge Ruzer from the Department of 
Religious Studies, for advice and assistance whenever needed, to Dov Nahlieli from 
the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA) and to Ariel Berman, both excellent scholars, 
who constantly draw my attention to current findings in the field and enable me to 
enrich the work on the Corpus with fresh material.

May they all be blessed.

Moshe Sharon
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