PREFACE

The present study aspires, first and foremost, to make a contribution
to two main areas of interest in Islamic intellectual history, namely
ethical philosophy and the thought of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi. I hope
to have demonstrated that al-Razi is one of the most important
ethicists in Muslim history, and to have produced some stimuli for
further research on his thought, as he remains one of the most
influential, yet sorely understudied, medieval thinkers.

The present monograph is based, often remotely, on a doctoral
thesis that I submitted in 2002 to the faculty of Oriental Studies,
Oxford University, under the supervision of Professor Yahya Michot
and Dr Fritz Zimmermann. I would like to express my gratitude
to both my supervisors, from whom my research has benefited in
numerous ways. I am indebted to Professor Michot for more recent
exchanges of ideas, many of which are relevant to questions tackled
in this thoroughly revised version.

I would like also to extend my sincere thanks to Professor Wilferd
Madelung, Professor Hans Daiber and Dr Tony Street, who provided
me with valuable comments on this study, to Professor Yahya Ibn
Junaid and Dr Nizam Yaquby, who both assisted me in acquiring
copies of some manuscripts, and to Sobia Syyed for reading the
monograph and suggesting some corrections in style. Needless to
say, I alone am responsible for its present form.

Finally, I am truly grateful to the following institutions: to the
Muslim Academic Trust, Cambridge, for generously funding my
graduate study; to Oxford University for funding provided during
my doctoral study; to the British, Berlin State, Mar‘ashi-Najaff and
Princeton University Libraries, for facilitating access to manuscripts
of Risalat Dhamm ladhdhat al-dunya, allowing me to produce a critical
edition thereof; and to Brill for undertaking this publication.
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