
THE TELEOLOGICAL ETHICS OF FAKHR AL-D^N AL-R$Z^



ISLAMIC PHILOSOPHY

THEOLOGY AND SCIENCE

Texts and Studies

EDITED BY

H. DAIBER and D. PINGREE

VOLUME LXIV



THE TELEOLOGICAL ETHICS OF
FAKHR AL-D^N AL-R$Z^

BY

AYMAN SHIHADEH

BRILL
LEIDEN • BOSTON

2006



This book is printed on acid-free paper

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

A C.I.P. record for this book is available from the Library of Congress.

ISSN 0169-8729
ISBN 90 04 14991 0

© Copyright 2006 by Koninklijke Brill NV, Leiden, The Netherlands
Koninklijke Brill NV incorporates the imprints Brill Academic Publishers,

Martinus Nijhoff Publishers and VSP.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, translated, stored in
a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior written

permission from the publisher.

Authorization to photocopy items for internal or personal
use is granted by Brill provided that

the appropriate fees are paid directly to The Copyright
Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Suite 910

Danvers MA 01923, USA.
Fees are subject to change.

printed in the netherlands



vcontents

CONTENTS

Preface  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  vii

Introduction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1 
General Introduction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1 
Al-R§zÊ’s Biography  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    4
 The Development of al-R§zÊ’s Thought and the 
 Chronology of his Works . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    5

Chapter One. Al-R§zÊ’s Theory of Action . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   13
 The Historical Background . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   13
 The Theory of Human Action . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   17
 Destiny . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   29
 The Theme of the Creation of Human Acts . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   39

Chapter Two. Al-R§zÊ on the Ethics of Action  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   45
 The Historical Background . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   47
 Ethical Value . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   56
 Revealed Law and Ethical Value . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   63
 Moral Obligation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   73
 Objections to Mu#tazilÊ Ethics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   83
 God and Ethics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   96

Chapter Three. Al-R§zÊ’s Perfectionist Theory of Virtue  . . . . . .  109
 Perfectionism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  109
 Human Perfection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  116
 Prophecy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  129

Chapter Four. Al-R§zÊ’s Later Pessimism:
Commentary on Ris§lat Dhamm al-ladhdh§t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  155
 The Nature and Extent of Sensory Pleasure and Pain  . . . . . .  156
 Socio-Political Pessimism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  169
 Epistemological Pessimism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  181

Appendix: Al-R§zÊ’s Ris§lat Dhamm ladhdh§t al-duny§ . . . . . . . . . . .  205

Bibliography  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  267

Index of Names . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  277
Index of Subjects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  279


	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Table of Contents



