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His face is turned towards the past. Where we perceive a chain of events,
he sees one single catastrophe which keeps piling wreckage upon wreckage
and hurls it in front of his feet. The angel would like to stay, awaken the
dead, and make whole what has been smashed. But a storm is blowing from
Paradise; it has got caught in his wings with such violence that the angel
can no longer close them. The storm irresistibly propels him into the future
to which his back is turned, while the pile of debris before him grows
skyward. This storm is what we call progress.

W. Benjamin, Illuminations (1973)

All men dream: but not equally. Those who dream by night in the dusty
recesses of their minds wake in the day to find that it was vanity: but the
dreamers of the day are dangerous men, for they may act their dreams with
open eyes, to make it possible.

T.E. Lawrence, Seven Pillars of Wisdom (1926)

We cannot strengthen international law by ignoring the realities that deter-
mine the operation of power.

Ch. de Visscher, Theory and Reality in Public International Law (1968)
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