
PREFACE

This book started as a contribution to the research project The
Individual in the European Cultural Tradition, supported by the Norwegian
Research Council, of which I was the leader during the years 1992­
1995. The original plan was to make a comparative analysis of the
representation of individual persons in four historiographical tradi­
tions, the Old Norse, the German, the Byzantine, and the Italian,
from the early Middle Ages to the Renaissance. This eventually
turned out to be too a vast proj ect, while on the other hand, I found
the exclusive focus on the individual too narrow. The small selec­
tion of German historical writings eventually turned into the present
book. However, my work on German historiography started earlier,
as an attempt to understand the Old Norse sagas against a general
European background. Thus, unlike most earlier scholars within the
field of German historiography, I have not been trained as a medieval­
ist by reading the texts that form the subject of the present book.
This may no doubt have its disadvantages. I hope , however, that
such an "outsider's view" may also give some new insight , and that
I shall be able to pass on to the reader some of my bewilderment
but also fascination with what is probably the most important his­
toriographical tradition of Western Europe before the middle of the
Twelfth Century.

I want to thank my partners in the original project, Otto Christensen,
Nils Gilje, Tord Larsen, Siri Meyer , Jon Vicar Sigurosson, Kristel
Skorge, and Simon Teuscher, for good company, intellectually and
socially, which in various ways has inspired the present work. During
the following period, several of my students have worked with medieval
historiography and related subjects and contributed to a pleasant and
inspiring environment for such studies. Two in particular deserve
special mention, Kristel Skorge and Leidulf Melve . Of colleagues
and friends at home and abroad I want to thank John O. Ward for
many stimulating conversations on medieval historiography and for
sharing with me some of his vast knowledge of medieval rhetoric
and learning. In the final phase, Lars Boje Mortensen, Hans-Werner
Goetz, Gerd Althoff, and Friedrich Prinz have read the whole manu­
script and given much good advice for which I am very grateful.
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Needless to say, I am myself fully responsible for all shortcomings.
I am also grateful to George Drennan for revising my English and
to Renate Lunde for preparing the index, and to the Norwegian
Research Council and the University of Bergen for financial sup­
port. Finally, I want to thank Professor Robert J. Bast for acce pt­
ing the book in his series an d for his encourage me nt and efficiency
when dealing with the manuscript.

Sver re Bagge
Bergen , Nove mber 200 1
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