
War Violence in the Pre-Modern World



History of Warfare

Editors

Kelly DeVries (Loyola University Maryland)
John France (Swansea University)

Paul Johstono (The Citadel, South Carolina)
Catriona Pennell (University of Exeter)

Frederick Schneid (High Point University, North Carolina)

volume 154

The titles published in this series are listed at brill.com/hw

https://brill.com/hw


War Violence in the  
Pre-Modern World

Edited by

Lennart Gilhaus

leiden | boston



Cover illustration: The Inca general Auqui Tupac Inca Yupanqui is shown presenting his father, the Inca 
emperor Capac Yupanqui, with the head of an enemy. Guamán Poma de Ayala (1936: 109 [1615: 153]),  
Royal Library of Denmark manuscript.’ Guamán Poma de Ayala, F. (1936). Nueva corónica y buen gobierno 
(codex péruvien illustré). Facsimile of the manuscript in the Kongelige bibliothek, Copenhagen.  
Institut d’ethnologie, Paris.

The Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available online at https://catalog.loc.gov

Typeface for the Latin, Greek, and Cyrillic scripts: “Brill”. See and download: brill.com/brill-typeface.

issn 1385-7827
isbn 978-90-04-72627-7 (hardback)
isbn 978-90-04-74357-1 (e-book) 
DOI 10.1163/9789004743571

Copyright 2026 by Koninklijke Brill BV, Plantijnstraat 2, 2321 JC Leiden, The Netherlands.
Koninklijke Brill BV incorporates the imprints Brill, Brill Nijhoff, Brill Schöningh, Brill Fink,  
Brill mentis, Brill Wageningen Academic, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Böhlau and V&R unipress.
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, translated, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, 
without prior written permission from the publisher. Requests for re-use and/or translations must be 
addressed to Koninklijke Brill BV via brill.com or copyright.com. 
For more information: info@brill.com.

This book is printed on acid-free paper and produced in a sustainable manner.

https://catalog.loc.gov
https://brill.com/brill-typeface
https://brill.com
https://copyright.com
mailto:info@brill.com


Contents

Acknowledgements ix
List of Illustrations x
Notes on Contributors xii

Part 1
Introduction

1	 War Violence in the Pre-Modern World and Ancient Greece: Preliminary 
Thoughts and Comparative Perspectives 3

Lennart Gilhaus

Part 2
The European Middle Ages

2	 Feud, Governmental Authority, and the Balance of Power in the 
Conduct of War in Ottonian Germany 27

David S. Bachrach

3	 Masculinity, Power, and Violence: Rudolf I and the Battle of Dürnkrut in 
Historiographical Sources 44

Hendrik Hess

4	 Violence and Heroism in the Middle Ages 61
Martin Clauss

5	 Justified? Norms of War and Narratives of Excessive Violence in the 
Middle Ages 80

Stefanie Rüther



vi� Contents

Part 3
Heian- and Kamakura-Japan

6	 Thugs and Thegns: Appraisals and Appropriations of Violence in 
Classical Japan 107

Karl F. Friday

7	 Divine Wrath and Compassionate Killing
	 The Hachiman Gudōkun as a Case Study on the Relationship  

between Buddhism and Violence in Medieval Japan 131
Daniel F. Schley

Part 4
The Mongol Conquests in Asia during the Late Middle Ages

8	 Why Was the Mongol Conquest of Eastern Iran So Violent? 165
Beatrice Forbes Manz

9	 From Raids to Conquests and a Punitive Campaign: Mardin, 12th–15th 
Centuries 184

Jürgen Paul

10	 “Lest Your Justice Prove Violence”: Contested Definitions of Violence  
in 16th-Century Mughal India 209

Ali Anooshahr

Part 5
The Pre-Hispanic Andes

11	 Life Force Embodied: Trophy Heads as Organizers and Agents in  
Pre-Hispanic Andean Warfare 227

Beth K. Scaffidi

12	 Relationships with Enemies: Extreme War Violence in the Andes in 
Cross-Cultural Context 258

Elizabeth Arkush



Contents� vii

13	 Trajectories of Masculine Violence in Juan de Betanzos’ Suma y 
Narración de los Incas 287

R. Alan Covey

Part 6
Epilogue

14	 Global Patterns of War Violence in the Pre-Modern World 311
Philip Dwyer

Index 331



Acknowledgements

This volume is largely based on contributions to the conference “Bounded 
Violence and Violence Unbound: Violence in Pre-Modern Warfare,” which I 
organized at the University of Bonn from August 31 to September 3, 2022. In 
addition to the papers presented in this volume, the conference also featured 
specialists in ancient Greece and Republican Rome. Their contributions on 
antiquity will be included in a separate volume in Brill’s Companions to Classi-
cal Studies: Warfare in the Ancient Mediterranean World.

The conference and both volumes would not have been possible without 
the generous financial support of the Daimler and Benz Foundation, which 
funded the project as part of its scholarship program for postdoctoral research-
ers. Additional funding was provided by the Transdisciplinary Research Area 
(TRA) “Past Worlds and Modern Questions: Cultures between Time and Space” 
at the University of Bonn, as part of the Excellence Strategy of the federal and 
state governments.

I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to all contributors. Special 
thanks go to Ryan Delaney, who professionally proofread all contributions. I 
am also deeply grateful to the student assistants in the Department of Ancient 
History—particularly Nicolas Cavagnet, Katharina Fischer, Milena Janßen, 
and Gregor Kirilov in Bonn, as well as Anna Kreuzer and Sören Gravemann in 
Essen—whose efforts ensured the smooth running of the conference and pro-
vided invaluable support during the manuscript phase. Above all, I am espe-
cially indebted to my student assistant Daniel Göttlich, who has been involved 
in the conference and the production of this volume from the very beginning, 
ensure that it can now be published.

  

Lennart Gilhaus
Berlin, August 29, 2025



Illustrations

	 Figures

11.1	� Nasca. Beaker depicting a male figure with body stretched and abstract motifs. 
180 BCE–500 CE. Ceramic and pigment, 17 × 11.4 cm (6 11/16 × 4 1/2 in.). Kate S. 
Buckingham Endowment. https://www.artic.edu/artworks/91284/beaker 
-depicting-a-male-figure-with-body-stretched-and-abstract-motifs. 239

11.2	� Nasca. Severed head effigy vessel. ca. 350 BCE–100 CE. Earthenware with 
colored slips, 22 × 20.5 × 24.5 cm. 1997.2. James Albert and Mary Gardiner Ford 
Memorial Fund. https://www.clevelandart.org/art/1997.2. 240

11.3	� Nasca. Warrior vessel. 200 BCE–500 CE. Ceramic and pigment, approx. 38.7 × 
29.2 cm (15 1/4 × 11 1/2 in.). https://www.artic.edu/artworks/91355/warrior 
-vessel. 240

11.4	� Vessel in the form of a human head, probably a trophy head. 180 BCE–500 CE. 
Ceramic and pigment, h. 14.9 cm (5 7/8 in.). Gift of Nathan Cummings. https://
www.artic.edu/artworks/6979/vessel-in-the-form-of-a-human-head-probably-a 
-trophy-head. 242

11.5	� Nasca. Single spout vessel in the form of a seated figure wearing a mask and 
headdress holding a trophy head. 180 BCE–500 CE. Ceramic and pigment, 21 × 
12.1 cm (8 1/4 × 4 3/4 in.). Kate S. Buckingham Endowment. https://www 
.artic.edu/artworks/91438/single-spout-vessel-in-the-form-of-a-seated-figure 
-wearing-mask-and-headdress-holding-a-trophy-head. 243

11.6	� Nasca. Male effigy vessel. 150 BCE–650 CE (thermoluminescence date, 410–1010 
CE). 28.8 × 16 × 17 cm. 2012.116. Severance and Greta Millikin Purchase Fund. 
https://www.clevelandart.org/art/2012.116. 243

11.7	� Nasca. Beaker depicting costumed ritual performer holding ornamental staff 
and weapons. 180 BCE–500 CE. Ceramic and pigment, 18.4 × 14.3 cm (7 1/4 × 5 
5/8 in.). https://www.artic.edu/artworks/91294/beaker-depicing-costumed 
-ritual-performer-holding-ornamental-staff-and-weapons. 245

11.8	� Nasca. Beaker depicting warriors holding feathered staffs with regalia. 180 
BCE–500 CE. Ceramic and pigment, 18.3 × 10.6 cm (7 3/16 × 4 3/16 in.). https://
www.artic.edu/artworks/91286/beaker-depicting-warriors-holding-feathered 
-staffs-with-regalia. 245

11.9	� Nasca. Bowl depicting a decapitated trophy head. 180 BCE–500 CE. Ceramic 
and pigment, 8.9 × 12.7 cm (3 1/2 × 5 in.). Bequest of Hans G. Cahen. https://
www.artic.edu/artworks/107670/bowl-depicting-a-decapitated-trophy 
-head. 246

https://www.artic.edu/artworks/91284/beaker-depicting-a-male-figure-with-body-stretched-and-abstract-motifs
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/91284/beaker-depicting-a-male-figure-with-body-stretched-and-abstract-motifs
https://www.clevelandart.org/art/1997.2
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/91355/warrior-vessel
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/91355/warrior-vessel
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/6979/vessel-in-the-form-of-a-human-head-probably-a-trophy-head
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/6979/vessel-in-the-form-of-a-human-head-probably-a-trophy-head
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/6979/vessel-in-the-form-of-a-human-head-probably-a-trophy-head
https://artic.edu/artworks/91438/single-spout-vessel-in-the-form-of-a-seated-figure-wearing-mask-and-headdress-holding-a-trophy-head
https://artic.edu/artworks/91438/single-spout-vessel-in-the-form-of-a-seated-figure-wearing-mask-and-headdress-holding-a-trophy-head
https://www.clevelandart.org/art/2012.116
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/91294/beaker-depicing-costumed-ritual-performer-holding-ornamental-staff-and-weapons
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/91294/beaker-depicing-costumed-ritual-performer-holding-ornamental-staff-and-weapons
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/91286/beaker-depicting-warriors-holding-feathered-staffs-with-regalia
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/91286/beaker-depicting-warriors-holding-feathered-staffs-with-regalia
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/91286/beaker-depicting-warriors-holding-feathered-staffs-with-regalia
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/107670/bowl-depicting-a-decapitated-trophy-head
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/107670/bowl-depicting-a-decapitated-trophy-head
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/107670/bowl-depicting-a-decapitated-trophy-head


Illustrations� xi

	 Map

8.1	� Khorasan and Transoxiana during the Mongol conquest; created by Carolyn 
Talmadge (Data Lab Services Manager, Research Technology, Tufts University) 
with ArcGIS Pro 3.1.4 (made with Natural Earth); further map data sources: 
Bagnall, R. et al. (eds.) (2016), Pleiades. A Gazetteer of Past Places: https://
pleiades.stoa.org; World Historical Gazetteer: https://whgazetteer.org/; Ancient 
World Mapping Center: https://awmc.unc.edu/gis-data/. 169

	 Tables

9.1	� Sieges and conquests of Mardin in the 12th–15th centuries: overview. 190
12.1	� Aggregate rates of cranial trauma from selected periods based on published 

Andean studies. 267
13.1	� Examples for the vocabulary of violent acts in the dictionary of Santo Tomás 

(1560). 290
13.2	� Examples for the vocabulary of violent interactions in the dictionary of Santo 

Tomás (1560). 291

https://pleiades.stoa.org
https://pleiades.stoa.org
https://whgazetteer.org/
https://awmc.unc.edu/gis-data/


Notes on Contributors

Ali Anooshahr
is a Professor of History at the University of California, Davis. His books include 
Slavery in the Early Mughal World: The Life and Thoughts of Jawhar Aftabachi 
(1520s–1580s) (Oxford University Press, January 2025); The Mughal Empire from 
Jahangir to Shah Jahan: Art, Architecture, Politics, Law and Literature, edited 
with Ebba Koch (The Marg Foundation, March 2019); Turkestan and the Rise 
of Eurasian Empires: A Study of Politics and Invented Traditions (Oxford, 2018); 
and The Ghazi Sultans and the Frontiers of Islam: A Comparative Study of the 
Late Medieval and Early Modern Periods (Routledge, 2009). His research has 
been supported by the Guggenheim Foundation, the Mellon Foundation, and 
the Hellman Foundation, among others.

Elizabeth Arkush
is Professor of Anthropology and Director of the Comparative Center for 
Archaeology at the University of Pittsburgh. She is an elected member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the recipient of the Society for 
American Archaeology Scholarly Book Award for Hillforts of the Ancient Andes 
(2011). Her most recent book is War, Spectacle and Politics in the Ancient Andes 
(2022, Cambridge University Press). Her field research in southern Peru has 
focused on late pre-Columbian hillfort settlements and related themes of con-
flict and social organization.

David S. Bachrach
is a Professor of Medieval History at the University of New Hampshire and 
specializes in the military and administrative history of the Carolingian 
Empire, the early medieval German kingdom, and the kingdom of England in 
the thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries. His recent publications include 
The Foundations of Royal Power in Early Medieval Germany: Material Resources 
and Governmental Administration in a Carolingian Successor State (2022); 
Bruno of Merseburg: The Saxon War (2022) with Bernard S. Bachrach; and 
forthcoming Warfare in the Global Middle Ages, also with Bernard S. Bachrach.

Martin Clauss
is Professor for the History of Europa in the Middle Ages and the Early Modern 
Period at the Technical University of Chemnitz. He specialises on the history of 
Medieval war and warfare with a focus on cultural history. His interest include 
the history of defeat or the sound of medieval war.



Notes on Contributors� xiii

R. Alan Covey
is Professor of Anthropology at the University of Texas at Austin, and a 
Research Associate in the Division of Anthropology at the American Museum 
of Natural History. He has conducted archaeological and archival research 
in the Andes since 1996, supported by the National Science Foundation, the 
National Geographic Society, the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
and various private organizations. His work, which investigates Inca society 
before and after the European invasion, has appeared in authored and edited 
books, as well as in dozens of journal articles and book chapters.

Philip Dwyer
is Emeritus Professor of History and founding Director of the Centre for the 
Study of Violence at the University of Newcastle, Australia. He has published 
18 books and edited books, as well as over 60 journal articles and chapters in 
edited collections. He is currently writing a global history of violence.

Beatrice Forbes Manz
is Tufts University Professor of History Emerita and author of three books: The 
Rise and Rule of Tamerlane (Cambridge University Press, 1989), Power, Politics 
and Religion in Timurid Iran (Cambridge University Press, 2007), and Nomads 
in the Middle East (Cambridge University Press, 2021). Her major research 
interest lies in the Turco-Mongolian rule in Iran and the relationship between 
pastoral nomads and settled populations during the Mongol and post-Mongol 
periods.

Karl F. Friday
(PhD 1989, Stanford University) is Professor Emeritus in the Graduate School 
of Humanities and Social Sciences at Saitama University, and at the University 
of Georgia. A specialist in the Heian and Kamakura periods, his publications 
include Hired Swords: The Rise of Private Warrior Power in Early Japan (Stanford 
University Press, 1992), Legacies of the Sword: The Kashima Shinryū & Samurai 
Martial Culture (University of Hawai’i Press, 1997), Samurai, Warfare and the 
State in Early Medieval Japan (Routledge, 2004), The First Samurai: The Life & 
Legend of the Warrior Rebel Taira Masakado (Wiley, 2008), Japan Emerging: 
Premodern History to 1850 (Westview, 2012), and numerous shorter works.

Lennart Gilhaus
(PhD 2015, University of Bonn) is Assistant Professor (“Junior Professor”) 
of Ancient History with a Special Focus on Medality and Digitality at the 
Humboldt University of Berlin. He has worked extensively on Ancient North 



xiv� Notes on Contributors

Africa and specializes in the history of war and violence in the Ancient 
Mediterranean World. His further interests include the literary traditions on 
Alexander the Great.

Hendrik Hess
has been research fellow at the University of Bonn in the Department of 
Medieval History of the Institute of Historical Science since 2016. He studied 
Medieval and Modern History, Modern German Literature, Media Studies 
and Medieval and Modern Languages at the Universities of Bonn and Oxford. 
From 2012 to 2016 he held a doctoral scholarship from the “Studienstiftung 
des deutschen Volkes.” He finished his doctorate in 2018 [published as Das 
Selbstverständnis der gallorömischen Oberschicht. Übergang, Hybridität und 
Latenz im historischen Diskursraum von Sidonius Apollinaris bis Gregor von 
Tours [Ergänzungsbände zum Reallexikon der Germanischen Altertumskunde 
111], Berlin/Boston 2019). Currently he is working on his habilitation proj-
ect concerning “Maskulinität(en) im Spätmittelalter—Konstruktionen der 
Männlichkeit des römisch-deutschen Herrschers im 14. Jahrhundert.”

Jürgen Paul
(PhD, Hamburg 1989; Habilitation, Hamburg 1993) is Professor Emeritus of 
Islamic Studies (Martin-Luther-Universität Halle-Wittenberg). Since 2016, he 
is a member of the Center for the Study of Manuscript Cultures in Hamburg. 
He specializes in the medieval and early modern history of Iran and Muslim 
Central Asia, and has published widely on social history of these regions, includ-
ing the importance of non-specialists (both nomadic and sedentary-urban) in 
warfare.

Stefanie Rüther
studied history and German philology at the University of Münster and was 
awarded her doctorate in 2000 for her thesis on the representation of the 
Lübecker councilors in the Middle Ages and the early modern period. Sub-
sequently, she was a postdoctoral researcher as part of the SFB 496 “Symbolic 
Communication and Social Value Systems,” (2000–2008) and, since 2008, the 
head of a PhD group within the Graduate School of the Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics.” Since 2015, she has been working as a research coor-
dinator for the MPI for Legal History and Legal Theory, Frankfurt a. M. Her 
research focuses on the history of conflict, violence, and war and security pro-
duction in the Late Medieval and Early Modern periods.



Notes on Contributors� xv

Beth K. Scaffidi
is Assistant Professor and Director of the Skeletal and Environmental Isotope 
Laboratory (SEIL) in the Department of Anthropology and Heritage Studies at 
the University of California, Merced. She also co-directs the Lower Majes Valley 
Archaeological Project (Arequipa, Peru) and contributes to bioarchaeological 
and archaeometric research at pre-Hispanic and early colonial sites in Latin 
America and the Southeastern United States. Scaffidi uses bioarchaeological, 
isotopic, paleopathological, and geospatial analyses to investigate how inter-
actions between human rituals, landscapes, and natural resources impact 
human health and social outcomes throughout their life courses and through 
deep time.

Daniel F. Schley
is a research fellow in the SNSF project “Time and Emotion” at the University 
of Zurich. He graduated from Hamburg University in 2007 and received his 
PhD from Ludwig-Maximilians-University of Munich in 2013 with a thesis on 
sacred kingship in medieval Japan. Between 2017 and 2024 he was an Assistant 
Professor (“Juniorprofessor”) for Japanese Premodern History in the Depart-
ment of Japanese and Korean Studies at Bonn University. He also participated 
in the DFG (German Research Foundation) funded Collaborative Research 
Centre (SFB) 1167 on “Macht und Herrschaft—premodern Configurations 
from a transregional Perspective.” His research focusses on medieval Japanese 
kingship, historiography and modern philosophy of history.




	Contents
	Acknowledgements
	Illustrations
	 Figures
	 Map
	 Tables

	Notes on Contributors



