
Brokenness and Grace



Studies in Reformed Theology

Editor-in-Chief

Henk van den Belt (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam)

Editorial Board

Abraham van de Beek (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam)
Martien Brinkman (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam)

George Harinck (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam)
Dirk van Keulen (Theological University, Kampen)
Daniel Migliore (Princeton Theological Seminary)

Richard Mouw (Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena)
Emanuel Gerrit Singgih (Duta Wacana Christian University, Yogjakarta)

Pieter Vos (Protestant Theological University, Amsterdam)
Conrad Wethmar (University of Pretoria)

volume 50

The titles published in this series are listed at brill.com/srt



Brokenness and Grace
Rehabilitating Theological Perspectives  

in Education

Edited by 

Roel Kuiper 
Bram de Muynck

leiden | boston



Cover illustration: Girl covering her face by Caleb Woods, 2016. Public Domain.

The Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available online at https://catalog.loc.gov 

Typeface for the Latin, Greek, and Cyrillic scripts: “Brill”. See and download: brill.com/brill-typeface.

issn 1571-4799
isbn 978-90-04-71603-2 (paperback)
isbn 978-90-04-71604-9 (e-book)
DOI 10.1163/9789004716049

Copyright 2025 by Roel Kuiper and Bram de Muynck. Published by Koninklijke Brill BV, Leiden,  
The Netherlands.
Koninklijke Brill BV incorporates the imprints Brill, Brill Nijhoff, Brill Schöningh, Brill Fink, Brill mentis, 
Brill Wageningen Academic, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Böhlau and V&R unipress.
Koninklijke Brill BV reserves the right to protect this publication against unauthorized use. Requests  
for re-use and/or translations must be addressed to Koninklijke Brill BV via brill.com or copyright.com.

This book is printed on acid-free paper and produced in a sustainable manner.

https://catalog.loc.gov


Contents

	 Preface vii
	 Notes on Contributors viii

	 Introduction 1
Roel Kuiper and Bram de Muynck

Part 1
Theological Foundations

1	 Not Available Separately: the Balancing Act of Taking Evil Seriously 9
Petruschka Schaafsma

2 	 Grace as an Educational Quality 25
Wolter Huttinga

Part 2
Anthropological Foundations

3	 Neither Angels nor Demons: Implications of Comenius’ Anthropology 
to Character Education 43

Jan Hábl

4	 The Educator as Gardener: about “Original,” “Fallen,” and “Cultivated” 
Nature 61

Hans van Crombrugge and Philippe Noens

Part 3
Theological Perspectives on Educational Practices

5	 Longing for Salvation: on Living Christian Practices in a Broken 
World 85

Hans Schaeffer



vi� Contents

6	 Living Out the Possibility of Renewal: Forgiveness in Educational 
Practice 102

Bram de Muynck

7	 Liberating Perspectives: Practices of Hope in Education 120
Roel Kuiper

Part 4
Educational Practices at School

8	 Evil, Sin and Brokenness at the Christian School 137
Tirza van Laar-Jochemsen

9	 What Do We Do? The Case of Human Flourishing 154
Petronelle Baarda

10	 Co-Creation: Overcoming Brokenness in Curriculum and School 
Design 172

Mark Halvorson

	 Index of Names  193
	 Index of Subjects 195
	 Index of Biblical Citations 198



Preface

This volume results from the conference Brokenness, Sin and Grace in Human 
Formation and Education, held on August 25–27, 2021, in the Netherlands. This 
conference was organized by Roel Kuiper and Bram de Muynck, holding chairs 
in education at the Theological Universities of Kampen|Utrecht and Apeldoorn,  
respectively, and the editors of this publication. All the keynote lectures and 
some of the papers presented in smaller sessions have been selected for publi-
cation in this book. The chapters have been edited and rewritten to create and 
strengthen the interdisciplinary character and coherence of the contributions.  
We thank the authors for their cooperation and their patience, as well as  
Wietse Lamberink for his assistance in the strenuous task of compiling  
this book.
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