Towards a Reformed Enlightenment



Brill’s Studies
in Intellectual History

General Editor

Han van Ruler (Erasmus University Rotterdam)

Founded by

Arjo Vanderjagt

Editorial Board

C.S. Celenza (Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore)
M.L. Colish (Yale University, New Haven)
J.L Israel (Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton)
A. Koba (University of Tokyo)
M. Mugnai (Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa)
W. Otten (University of Chicago)

VOLUME 352

The titles published in this series are listed at brill.com/bsih


http://brill.com/bsih

Towards a Reformed
Enlightenment

Salomon van Til (1643-1713) and the Cartesio-Cocceian
Debates in the Early Modern Dutch Republic

By

Matthias Mangold

f%

BRILL

LEIDEN | BOSTON



Cover illustration: Portrait of Salomon Van Til (1643-1713), anonymous copy after a seventeenth-century
original by Carel de Moor (1655-1738), part of the collection Icones Leidenses housed at Leiden University.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Mangold, Matthias, author.

Title: Towards a Reformed Enlightenment : Salomon van Til (1643-1713) and
the Cartesio-Cocceian debates in the early modern Dutch Republic / by
Matthias Mangold.

Description: Leiden : Brill, [2024] | Series: Brill’s studies in
intellectual history, 0920-8607 ; volume 352 | Originally presented as
the author’s thesis (PhD, Evangelische Theologische Faculteit, Leuven,
2021) under title: Towards a Reformed Enlightenment: The
Cartesio-Cocceian Synthesis in the Theology of Salomon van Til
(1643-1713). | Includes bibliographical references.

Identifiers: LCCN 2024010722 (print) | LCCN 2024010723 (ebook) | ISBN
9789004697249 (hardback) | ISBN 9789004697256 (ebook)

Subjects: LcsH: Van Til, Cornelius, 1895-1987.

Classification: LcC BX9225.v37 M36 2024 (print) | LCC BXx9225.V37 (ebook)
| DDC 230/.42—dc23/eng/20240331

Lc record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2024010722

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2024010723

Typeface for the Latin, Greek, and Cyrillic scripts: “Brill”. See and download: brill.com/brill-typeface.

ISSN 0920-8607
ISBN 978-90-04-69724-9 (hardback)
ISBN 978-90-04-69725-6 (e-book)
DOI 10.1163/9789004697256

Copyright 2024 by Koninklijke Brill Bv, Leiden, The Netherlands.

Koninklijke Brill BV incorporates the imprints Brill, Brill Nijhoff, Brill Schéningh, Brill Fink, Brill mentis,
Brill Wageningen Academic, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Béhlau and V&R unipress.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, translated, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without prior written permission from the publisher. Requests for re-use and/or translations must be
addressed to Koninklijke Brill Bv via brill.com or copyright.com.

This book is printed on acid-free paper and produced in a sustainable manner.


https://lccn.loc.gov/2024010722
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024010723
http://brill.com/brill-typeface
https://www.brill.com
https://www.copyright.com

Contents

Preface 1x
Abbreviations XI

Introduction 1

1 Literature Review 1

Objectives of This Study 4
Methodological Considerations 6
Sources 8

g W

Overview 10

PART 1
Van Til in Context

1 Intellectual Developments at Van Til's Time 15
11 Introduction 15
1.2 Currents within Early Modern Dutch Protestantism 16
1.3 Descartes and Cartesianism in the Dutch Republic 22
1.4 Spinoza, Spinozism and the ‘Radical Enlightenment’ 36
1.5 Summary and Conclusion 48

2 Van Til’s Life and Work 49
21 VanTil’s Early Life and Education 49
2.2 Pastoral Ministry in North-Holland (1666-1683) 51
2.3 Minister and Professor in Dordrecht (1683-1702) 54
2.4 Professorin Leiden (1702-1713) 58
2.5 Summary and Conclusion 61

PART 2
Van Til’s Cartesianism

3 Theology and Philosophy 65
31 Introduction 65
3.2 Early Modern Discussions on Theology and Philosophy 72
3.3 VanTil’s Concept of Rational Philosophy 82
3.4 Philosophical Knowledge 85



VI

35
3.6
3.7
3.8
39

Theology and Philosophy Separated 88
Harmony and Tension 9o

The Nature of Revealed Theology 95
Establishing the Authority of Scripture 99
Summary and Conclusion 103

4 Natural Theology 105

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6

Introduction 105

Van Til's Compendium on Natural Theology 116
Natural Theology: Knowing God 124

Natural Ethics: Serving God 141

Preparation for the Gospel 154

Summary and Conclusion 159

5 Reason and Scriptural Interpretation 160

5.1
5.2
53
54
55
5.6

57
5.8

Introduction 160

Scripture, Clarity, and the Task of Interpretation 161
Tradition and Church Authority 169

The Proper Use of Reason 172

Interpretation “Befitting of God” and the Unity of Truth
The Bible, Divine Accommodation, and the Copernican
Worldview 179

Dualism and the Devil 192

Summary and Conclusion 198

6 Engagement with Spinoza 199

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6

6.7

Introduction 199
Historical Considerations 200
Anti-Spinozan Polemics in the Voor-hof and the Vervolg

CONTENTS

176

201

The Voor-hof (1694) and the Challenge to Biblical Authority 207

The Vervolg (1696) and Spinoza’s Radical Theology 220
Van Til's Academic Engagement with Spinoza in His
Compendium 235

Summary and Conclusion 244

PART 3

Van Til’s Cocceianism

7 A Call for Moderation 249

7.1
7.2

Introduction 249

The “Leiden Prohibition” and the Voetian Polemics of 1676 253



CONTENTS

7.3 Cocceian Irenicism in the Aftermath of 1676 257

7.4 Van Til's Plea for Concord: Salems vrede (1678) 266

7.5 Van Til's Fundamental Reflections on Ecclesiastical Peace 269
7.6 Van Til's Assessment of the Cocceian Issues 286

7.7 Summary and Conclusion 299

8 Prophetic Theology 300
8.1 Introduction 300
8.2 Cocceius and the Roots of Cocceian Prophetic Theology 305
8.3 Further Developments and the Friesland Crisis of the Early 1680s
8.4 VanTil’s Inleydinge tot de prophetische schriften 320
8.5 Van Til's Prophetic Exegesis and Emblematics 363
8.6 The De Joncourt Controversy 373
8.7 Summary and Conclusions 376

9 Federal Theology 378
91 Introduction 378
9.2 VanTil's Concept of Covenant 382
9.3 The Covenant of Works ( foedus operum) 391
9.4 The Covenant of Grace ( foedus gratiae) 412
9.5 Salvation-Historical Differentiations in the Covenant of Grace
9.6 The “Counsel of Peace” between the Father and the Son 431
9.7 Summary and Conclusion 433

Conclusion 435

1 VanTil's Appropriation of Cartesian Philosophy 435

2 VanTil's Appropriation of the Cocceian Heritage 441

3 VanTil’s Cartesio-Cocceian Synthesis and the Reformed
Enlightenment in the Dutch Republic 445

Appendix: Van Til’s Works in Chronological Order 457
Bibliography 466

Index of Names 519

Index of Biblical References 525

Index of Subjects 528

VII

312

419






Preface

Those who arrive at the end of the journey are not those who began.

T. S. ELLIOT

With the completion of this study, a long journey comes to an end. In many
ways, it was an unexpected journey. It led me up to lofty mountaintops of joyful
study, as well as down into shady valleys of despair. Throughout this journey,
I received indispensable support from various companions: colleagues, friends,
and family. Here, I want to take the opportunity to express my deep gratitude
to all of them, acknowledging that I would not have been able to complete this
project without their help.

Looking back at the very beginning of this journey, I am especially thank-
ful for the friendly encouragement I received from Prof. Dr. Willem van Asselt
(1946—2014) who served as the advisor for my master’s thesis and who had
a formative influence on the initial shape of this research project. I deeply
regret that he did not live to see its completion. From the very beginning,
I also received much support from my promoter, Prof. Dr. Andreas J. Beck.
I am deeply grateful for his feedback on the text of this dissertation but also for
the warm collegiality at ETF Leuven. Of great value were also the comments
I thankfully received from my co-promoter Prof. Dr. Aza Goudriaan. Moreover,
I'want to express my gratitude to other colleagues at ETF Leuven who provided
advice and encouragement along the way, especially Dr. Maria Verhoeff and
Dr. Philip ]. Fisk.

Thanks to the generous support of various institutions, I was able to travel
abroad to set aside other tasks and focus on my research, access important lit-
erature, and interact with other scholars. In particular, I thank the Theologische
Universiteit Utrecht (Netherlands) for providing me with an “Advanced Theo-
logical Studies Fellowship” in the summer of 2014, the H. Henry Meeter Center
(Grand Rapids, MI, USA) for the student fellowship in 2016, and the Institut
d’histoire de la Réformation (Geneva, Switzerland) for the “Regard Fellowship”
in 2017. Next to these stays abroad, the present research project benefited sig-
nificantly from the interaction with other members in the two research groups
I was privileged to join, namely the “John Duns Scotus Research Group” and the
“Classic Reformed Theology Research Group” (OGTh).



X PREFACE

On a more personal note, I want to express my deepest gratitude to family
and friends who have been supportive in so many ways over the years. Among
my friends in Belgium, I would like to thank especially Ruben Audiffret, Ann
Schmid, Luc Schmid, and Nelly Van Damme for their most generous hospitality
that went a long way in making me feel at home in a foreign country. My deep-
est gratitude goes to my mother for all her love, patience, and support through
all these years, and especially for providing us with a new home during these
past months. Finally, I want to acknowledge the unwavering love and support
I have received from my wife, Annelies. Words cannot express what I owe to her.
This book is dedicated to her and to our two children, Josia and Anna-Sophia.

Matthias Mangold



Abbreviations

AT

BLGNP

BT

BZ
CCSL
co

CR

CSEL

CSM

CTN

CTR

cw

Charles Adam and Paul Tannery, eds., (Euvres de Descartes (Paris: Cerf,
1897-1913).

Biografisch Lexicon voor de Geschiedenis van het Nederlands Protestantisme,
ed. Doede Nauta and Johannes van den Berg, 6 vols. (Kampen: Kok,
1978-2006).

Bibliotheca Tilliana, Sive Catalogus praestantiorum in omni genere studio-
rum Librorum. [...] Quos collegit [...] Sal: van Til, P. M. [...] Quorum Auctio
habebitur in Officina Isaaci Severini Bibliopolae Lugdunensis Ad diem
8. Octobris M D. ccxiv. (Leiden: Isaac Severinus & Andr. Dijkhuisen, 1714).1
De boekzaal van Europe, 19 vols. (Rotterdam: P. van der Slaart, 16g92—1701).
Corpus Christianorum Series Latina, 228 vols. (Turnhout: Brepols, 1953-).
IToannis Calvini Opera quae supersunt omnia, ed. Guilielmus Baum, Eduardus
Cunitz, and Eduardus Reuss, 58 vols., Corpus Reformatorum 29-87
(Braunschweig: Schwetschke, 1863-1900).

Karl Gottlieb Bretschneider, et al,, eds., Corpus reformatorum, 101 vols.
(Halle: Schwetschke, 1834-).

Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum, 105 vols. (Wien: Verlag der
Osterreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1866-2012; Berlin: De
Gruyter, 2013-).

John Cottingham, Robert Stoothoff, and Dugald Murduch, eds., The Philo-
sophical Writings of Descartes, 2 vols. (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1984-1985).

Salomon van Til, “Compendium theologiae naturalis,” in Theologiae
utriusque compendium cum naturalis tum revelatae (Leiden: Jordanus
Luchtmans, 1704).

Salomon van Til, “Compendium theologiae revelatae,” in Theologiae
utriusque compendium cum naturalis tum revelatae (Leiden: Jordanus
Luchtmans, 1704).

The Collected Works of Spinoza, ed. and trans. Edwin Curley, 2 vols.
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1985—2016).

1 This auction catalog is paginated continuously and consists of three major sections: 1. Libri
Theologici & Philologici Sacri; 2. Catalogus Librorum Hebraicorum aliorumque Orientalium;
3. Libri Prohibiti. Within these sections, titles are grouped according to their book size (folio,

quarto, octavo, duodecimo). Where the present study refers to works included in this auction

catalog, the respective page and item number is provided at the end of the first reference
between square brackets preceded by the expression “eBT.”



XII

DSECDP

NNBW

oS

PG

PL

PRRD

PTS

SC

SD

WA

ABBREVIATIONS

Wiep van Bunge et al., eds., The Dictionary of Seventeenth and Eighteenth-
Century Dutch Philosophers, 2 vols. (Bristol: Thoemmes Press, 2003).

P. C. Molhuysen and P. J. Blok, eds., Nieuw Nederlandsch Biografisch
Woordenboek, 10 vols. (Leiden: A. W. Sijthoff, 1911-1937).

Johannis Calvini Opera selecta, ed. Petrus Barth and Guilelmus Niesel, 5 vols.
(Munich: Chr. Kaiser, 1926-1936).

Patrologiae Cursus Completus Series Graeca, ed. Jacques Paul Migne, 161 vols.
(Paris, 1857-1866).

Patrologiae Cursus Completus: Series Latina, ed. Jacques Paul Migne, 221 vols.
(Paris, 1844-1864).

Richard A. Muller, Post-Reformation Reformed Dogmatics. The Rise and
Development of Reformed Orthodoxy, 4 vols. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Academic, 2003).

Patristische Texte und Studien, 79 vols. (Berlin: De Gruyter, 1963-).

Sources Chrétiennes, 613 vols. (Paris: Cerf, 1942-).

Gisbertus Voetius, Selectae disputationes [theologicae], 5 vols. (Utrecht/
Amsterdam: Johannes a Waesberge [vol. 5: Antonius Smytegelt], 1648-1669).
Ulrich Kopf, et al,, eds., D. Martin Luthers Werke: Kritische Gesamtausgabe,
127 vols. (Weimar: Bohlau, 1883—2009).

For other abbreviations found in this study, see Siegfried M. Schwertner, 1TAG2.

Internationales Abkiirzungsverzeichnis fiir Theologie und Grenzgebiete, 2nd ed. (Berlin:

De Gruyter, 1992).



	Contents
	Preface
	Abbreviations
	Introduction
	1	Literature Review
	2	Objectives of This Study
	3	Methodological Considerations
	4	Sources
	5	Overview


	Part 1
	Van Til in Context
	Intellectual Developments at Van Til’s Time
	1.1	Introduction
	1.2	Currents within Early Modern Dutch Protestantism
	1.3	Descartes and Cartesianism in the Dutch Republic
	1.4	Spinoza, Spinozism and the ‘Radical Enlightenment’
	1.5	Summary and Conclusion

	Van Til’s Life and Work
	2.1	Van Til’s Early Life and Education
	2.2	Pastoral Ministry in North-Holland (1666–1683)
	2.3	Minister and Professor in Dordrecht (1683–1702)
	2.4	Professor in Leiden (1702–1713)
	2.5	Summary and Conclusion


	Part 2
	Van Til’s Cartesianism
	Theology and Philosophy
	3.1	Introduction
	3.2	Early Modern Discussions on Theology and Philosophy
	3.3	Van Til’s Concept of Rational Philosophy
	3.4	Philosophical Knowledge
	3.5	Theology and Philosophy Separated
	3.6	Harmony and Tension
	3.7	The Nature of Revealed Theology
	3.8	Establishing the Authority of Scripture
	3.9	Summary and Conclusion

	Natural Theology
	4.1	Introduction
	4.2	Van Til’s Compendium on Natural Theology
	4.3	Natural Theology: Knowing God
	4.4	Natural Ethics: Serving God
	4.5	Preparation for the Gospel
	4.6	Summary and Conclusion

	Reason and Scriptural Interpretation
	5.1	Introduction
	5.2	Scripture, Clarity, and the Task of Interpretation
	5.3	Tradition and Church Authority
	5.4	The Proper Use of Reason
	5.5	Interpretation “Befitting of God” and the Unity of Truth
	5.6	The Bible, Divine Accommodation, and the Copernican Worldview
	5.7	Dualism and the Devil
	5.8	Summary and Conclusion

	Engagement with Spinoza
	6.1	Introduction
	6.2	Historical Considerations
	6.3	Anti-Spinozan Polemics in the Voor-hof and the Vervolg
	6.4	The Voor-hof (1694) and the Challenge to Biblical Authority
	6.5	The Vervolg (1696) and Spinoza’s Radical Theology
	6.6	Van Til’s Academic Engagement with Spinoza in His Compendium
	6.7	Summary and Conclusion


	Part 3
	Van Til’s Cocceianism
	A Call for Moderation
	7.1	Introduction
	7.2	The “Leiden Prohibition” and the Voetian Polemics of 1676
	7.3	Cocceian Irenicism in the Aftermath of 1676
	7.4	Van Til’s Plea for Concord: Salems vrede (1678)
	7.5	Van Til’s Fundamental Reflections on Ecclesiastical Peace
	7.6	Van Til’s Assessment of the Cocceian Issues
	7.7	Summary and Conclusion

	Prophetic Theology
	8.1	Introduction
	8.2	Cocceius and the Roots of Cocceian Prophetic Theology
	8.3	Further Developments and the Friesland Crisis of the Early 1680s
	8.4	Van Til’s Inleydinge tot de prophetische schriften
	8.5	Van Til’s Prophetic Exegesis and Emblematics
	8.6	The De Joncourt Controversy
	8.7	Summary and Conclusions

	Federal Theology
	9.1	Introduction
	9.2	Van Til’s Concept of Covenant
	9.3	The Covenant of Works (foedus operum)
	9.4	The Covenant of Grace (foedus gratiae)
	9.5	Salvation-Historical Differentiations in the Covenant of Grace
	9.6	The “Counsel of Peace” between the Father and the Son
	9.7	Summary and Conclusion

	Conclusion
	1	Van Til’s Appropriation of Cartesian Philosophy
	2	Van Til’s Appropriation of the Cocceian Heritage
	3	Van Til’s Cartesio-Cocceian Synthesis and the Reformed Enlightenment in the Dutch Republic


	Appendix: Van Til’s Works in Chronological Order
	Bibliography
	Index of Names
	Index of Biblical References
	Index of Subjects

