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Preface

This study of the verbal system of Biblical Hebrew addresses the question of
the meaning of Biblical Hebrew verb forms in prose and poetry using primarily
standard semantic categories, especially grammatical aspect, tense, and modal-
ity. In addition, it provides an analysis of each verb form as background. It treats
the text of a prophetic book from the early Persian Period (Zechariah) rather
than a pre-exilic text from Israel’s First Commonwealth Period (Genesis—
2Kings). Thus, it touches on grammar and linguistics (especially semantics),
literary theory (poetics), and history (diachronic matters).

The primary argument of this book holds that the verbal system in Zechariah
is unified and consistent in three areas: semantic function, literary unity, and
diachronic consistency. (1) Semantic function, in the sense that the verb forms
maintain their semantic functions regardless of the genre. In application, this
means that gatal, yigtol, and other verb forms also retain their functions in
poetry, although they may be subject to a broader spectrum of pragmatic
and syntactic influences. This also supports an understanding that the respec-
tive morphological forms primarily encode semantic meaning rather than
discourse-based functions. (2) Literary unity, so that the verbal system does
not exhibit differences that correlate with the main divisions of Zechariah (i.e.,
Zech1-8 and Zech 9-14). (3) Diachronic consistency: the verbal system demon-
strates a character consistent with the early post-exilic period.

This book differs from the dissertation on which it is based primarily by
drawing out the inherent significance of the data for the diachronic develop-
ment of the Hebrew language in antiquity. Here, I add a discussion of historical-
critical proposals for dating Zech 9—14, since that is germane for the date of the
language and comparisons to Hebrew from various periods. Besides these, I
added (with the help of my friends) statistical analyses of certain categories
in an effort to provide a wholistic synthesis of the data. Smaller changes were
made to clarify the treatment of the so-called waw-conversive forms, distin-
guishing between the short and long yigtol verbs, and correcting other, smaller
matters.

When it comes to method, I have tried to follow the advice I give to others:
(1) follow the data, not the dogma, and (2) the questions you ask will determine
the answers you get (so give careful thought to the questions you focus on).

In closing, I wish to thank several people for their contributions to my work.
Pride of place belongs to Drs. Mark McGinniss (advisor), Wayne Slusser, and
Ken Gardoski of Clarks Summit University, who served on my dissertation com-
mittee. The late Dr. Michael S. Heiser introduced me to Dr. Ken M. Penner of St.
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Francis Xavier University, and was instrumental in getting me to switch to Dr.
Penner’s method when my initial method proved to be an intellectual cul-de-
sac. Dr. Penner subsequently both served on my committee and also continued
to support and guide me in bringing this book to fruition.

Several other scholars kindly took an interest in my project and provided
significant help of one kind or another, sometimes repeatedly: Drs. Reinier de
Blois, Mark Boda, Scott Callaham, John A. Cook, Egbert Fortuin, W. Randall
Garr, Laura Hare, Galia Hatav, John Hilber, Aaron Hornkohl, John Huehnergard,
Jaap Kamphuis, Frank Matheus, Na‘ama Pat-El, Kurtis Peters, Max Rogland, and
Al Wolters. I am indebted to them for their help, but my decisions should not
be taken as a reflection of them, except in the very best sense. For the foreign
language abstracts, Harvey N. Bock graciously provided a fresh translation in
Modern Hebrew, Brenda C. Hansen corrected my German, and Viktor Wijnants
improved my French. Elisa Perotti and Wendy Logeman at Brill and Marlou
Meems who handled typesetting the final product were an absolute joy and
encouragement to work with during the publication process. Many thanks to
the two anonymous ssN peer reviewers for helping to improve the manuscript.
My longtime friends Dr. Diane Strike and Mr. Dan Strike worked with my data
and provided the statistical analyses for this study, for which I am most grateful.

The congregations of Grace Baptist Church (Stillwater, Minnesota) and Bo-
nita Presbyterian Church (Bonita, California), offered prayer and support, as
did many other colleagues and friends—I am only sorry that I could not list
you all! My dear wife and kids have been unstinting in their love and enthusi-
asm, and I owe them a great debt. I am so proud of all of you! This work, along
with any errors and infelicities, remains my own.

Stephen L. Huebscher
San Diego, California, and Stillwater, Minnesota, Christmas 2023
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