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Preface

This study of the verbal system of Biblical Hebrew addresses the question of

themeaning of Biblical Hebrew verb forms in prose and poetry using primarily

standard semantic categories, especially grammatical aspect, tense, andmodal-

ity. In addition, it provides an analysis of each verb formas background. It treats

the text of a prophetic book from the early Persian Period (Zechariah) rather

than a pre-exilic text from Israel’s First Commonwealth Period (Genesis—

2Kings). Thus, it touches on grammar and linguistics (especially semantics),

literary theory (poetics), and history (diachronic matters).

Theprimary argument of this bookholds that the verbal system inZechariah

is unified and consistent in three areas: semantic function, literary unity, and

diachronic consistency. (1) Semantic function, in the sense that the verb forms

maintain their semantic functions regardless of the genre. In application, this

means that qatal, yiqtol, and other verb forms also retain their functions in

poetry, although they may be subject to a broader spectrum of pragmatic

and syntactic influences. This also supports an understanding that the respec-

tive morphological forms primarily encode semantic meaning rather than

discourse-based functions. (2) Literary unity, so that the verbal system does

not exhibit differences that correlate with themain divisions of Zechariah (i.e.,

Zech 1–8 andZech 9–14). (3) Diachronic consistency: the verbal systemdemon-

strates a character consistent with the early post-exilic period.

This book differs from the dissertation on which it is based primarily by

drawing out the inherent significance of the data for the diachronic develop-

ment of theHebrew language in antiquity.Here, I add adiscussionof historical-

critical proposals for dating Zech 9–14, since that is germane for the date of the

language and comparisons to Hebrew from various periods. Besides these, I

added (with the help of my friends) statistical analyses of certain categories

in an effort to provide a wholistic synthesis of the data. Smaller changes were

made to clarify the treatment of the so-called waw-conversive forms, distin-

guishing between the short and long yiqtol verbs, and correcting other, smaller

matters.

When it comes to method, I have tried to follow the advice I give to others:

(1) follow the data, not the dogma, and (2) the questions you askwill determine

the answers you get (so give careful thought to the questions you focus on).

In closing, I wish to thank several people for their contributions tomywork.

Pride of place belongs to Drs. Mark McGinniss (advisor), Wayne Slusser, and

KenGardoski of Clarks SummitUniversity,who servedonmydissertation com-

mittee. The late Dr.Michael S. Heiser introducedme toDr. KenM. Penner of St.



xii preface

Francis Xavier University, and was instrumental in getting me to switch to Dr.

Penner’s method when my initial method proved to be an intellectual cul-de-

sac. Dr. Penner subsequently both served onmy committee and also continued

to support and guide me in bringing this book to fruition.

Several other scholars kindly took an interest in my project and provided

significant help of one kind or another, sometimes repeatedly: Drs. Reinier de

Blois, Mark Boda, Scott Callaham, John A. Cook, Egbert Fortuin, W. Randall

Garr, LauraHare, GaliaHatav, JohnHilber, AaronHornkohl, JohnHuehnergard,

JaapKamphuis, FrankMatheus, NaʿamaPat-El, Kurtis Peters,MaxRogland, and

Al Wolters. I am indebted to them for their help, but my decisions should not

be taken as a reflection of them, except in the very best sense. For the foreign

language abstracts, Harvey N. Bock graciously provided a fresh translation in

ModernHebrew, BrendaC. Hansen correctedmyGerman, andViktorWijnants

improved my French. Elisa Perotti and Wendy Logeman at Brill and Marlou

Meems who handled typesetting the final product were an absolute joy and

encouragement to work with during the publication process. Many thanks to

the two anonymous ssn peer reviewers for helping to improve themanuscript.

My longtime friends Dr. Diane Strike and Mr. Dan Strike worked with my data

andprovided the statistical analyses for this study, forwhich I ammost grateful.

The congregations of Grace Baptist Church (Stillwater, Minnesota) and Bo-

nita Presbyterian Church (Bonita, California), offered prayer and support, as

did many other colleagues and friends—I am only sorry that I could not list

you all! My dear wife and kids have been unstinting in their love and enthusi-

asm, and I owe them a great debt. I am so proud of all of you! This work, along

with any errors and infelicities, remains my own.

Stephen L. Huebscher

San Diego, California, and Stillwater, Minnesota, Christmas 2023



Tables

1 Comparison of Verbal Syntax Features in cbh/lbh 22

2 Comparison of Grammatical Features in cbh/lbh 23

3 Comparison of Morphological Features in cbh/lbh 23

4 Comparison of Orthographic Features in cbh/lbh 24

5 Comparison of Lexical Features in cbh/lbh 24

6 Passages of Poetry in Zechariah 35

7 Simplified Types of Modality in Biblical Hebrew 64

8 Summary of Reichenbach Tagging Codes 71

9 Representative Tagging Codes for Tense and Aspect in Zechariah 72

10 Qatal Verbs by Stem, Voice, and Genre 78

11 Discourse Type of Qatal Verbs by Genre 79

12 Active Qatal Verbs by Stem, Discourse, and Genre 80

13 Passive Qatal Verbs by Genre, Stem, and Discourse 80

14 Initial Word Order for Qatal Verbs 81

15 Initial Word Order for Qatal Verbs by Genre 81

16 Qatal Verbs in Prose Direct Speech Compared to Poetry 82

17 Lexical Aspect of Qatal Verbs by Genre 82

18 Lexical Aspect of Qatal Verbs byWord Order and Genre 83

19 Lexical Aspect of Qatal Verbs by Genre and Discourse 84

20 Tense of Qatal Verbs by Temporal Focus 98

21 Grammatical Aspect of Qatal Verbs 98

22 Tense of Qatal Verbs by Genre 99

23 Grammatical Aspect of Qatal Verbs by Genre 100

24 Irrealis Modality Types of Qatal Verbs by Genre 100

25 W + Qatal Verbs by Stem, Voice, and Genre 113

26 Discourse Type of W + Qatal Verbs by Genre 114

27 W + Qatal Verbs by Series and Genre 115

28 Lexical Aspect of W + Qatal Verbs by Genre 117

29 Lexical Aspect of W + Qatal Verbs by Genre and Discourse 117

30 Tense of W + Qatal Verbs by Genre 119

31 Grammatical Aspect of W+ Qatal Verbs by Genre 119

32 Irrealis Modality of W+ Qatal Verbs by Genre 122

33 Long/Short Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 128

34 Yiqtol Verbs by Stem, Voice, and Genre 128

35 Discourse Type of Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 129

36 Initial Word Order for Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 130

37 Initial Word Order for Yiqtol Verbs by Genre and Discourse 130



xiv tables

38 Yiqtol Prose Direct Speech Verbs Compared to Poetry 131

39 Lexical Aspect of Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 131

40 Lexical Aspect of Yiqtol Verbs byWord Order and Genre 132

41 Lexical Aspect of Yiqtol Verbs by Genre and Discourse 133

42 Tense of Yiqtol Verbs by Temporal Focus 134

43 Grammatical Aspect of Yiqtol Verbs 134

44 Tense of Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 137

45 Grammatical Aspect of Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 137

46 Irrealis Modality of Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 139

47 Effect of Genre on Irrealis Modality of Yiqtol Verbs 140

48 Initial Word Order for Modal Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 141

49 Initial Word Order for Non-Modal Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 142

50 W+ Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 147

51 W+ Yiqtol Verbs by Stem, Voice, and Genre 147

52 W + Yiqtol Verbs by Series and Genre 148

53 Discourse Type of W + Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 149

54 Lexical Aspect of W + Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 149

55 Lexical Aspect of W + Yiqtol Verbs by Genre and Discourse 150

56 Connectors and Negators withW + Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 151

57 Tense of W + Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 151

58 Grammatical Aspect of W + Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 152

59 Irrealis Modality of W + Yiqtol Verbs by Genre 152

60 W + Yiqtol Verbs by Genre and Masoretic Pointing 153

61 Irrealis Modality of Weyiqtol Verbs by Genre 154

62 Imperative Verbs by Stem and Genre 160

63 ClausalWord Order by Genre 161

64 Discourse Type of Imperative Verbs by Genre 162

65 Imperative Direct Speech Verbs Compared to Poetry 162

66 Connectors and Negators with Imperative Verbs by Genre 164

67 Grammatical Aspect of Imperative Verbs by Genre 165

68 Irrealis Modality of Imperative Verbs by Genre 165

69 Grammatical Aspect of Imperative Verbs by Genre and Discourse 165

70 Initial Word Order for Infinitive Absolutes by Genre 171

71 W + Infinitive Absolute by Genre and Discourse 171

72 Predicative Participles by Stem and Genre 181

73 Initial Word Order for Predictive Participles by Genre 181

74 Discourse Type of Predictive Participles by Genre 182

75 Initial Word Order for Predictive Participles by Genre and Discourse 182

76 Lexical Aspect of Predicative Participles by Genre 183

77 Summary of Findings by Verbs and Non-finite Forms 186



tables xv

78 Initial Word Order of Absolute Tense Yiqtol Verbs by Temporal Focus 187

79 Initial Word Order of Absolute Tense Qatal Verbs by Temporal Focus 187

80 Modality of All Verbs by Initial Word Order 188

81 Absolute Present Tense Forms by Lexical Aspect 188

82 Cumulative Correlation of Form with Function 189

83 Initial Word Order by Genre 191

84 Discourse Type by Genre 191

85 Lexical Aspect by Genre 192

86 Temporal Focus of Absolute Tense by Genre 193

87 Temporal Focus of Absolute Tense by Genre (Finite Verbs Only) 193

88 Temporal Focus of Relative Tense by Genre 193

89 Temporal Focus of R:S Relationship by Genre 194

90 Types of Present Tense 194

91 Grammatical Aspect of Verbs by Genre 195

92 Irrealis Modality of Verbs by Genre 196

93 Cumulative Correlation of Genre with Form and Function 197

94 Statistical Correlations with Genre (by Strike and Strike) 198

95 Statistically Significant Correlations with Genre, based on the Values in

Table 94 199

96 Initial Word Order for Verbs by Genre and Discourse 200

97 Summary of Findings by Discourse 201

98 Comparison of Verbal Syntax Features in cbh/lbh 202

99 Comparison of Grammatical Features in cbh/lbh 204

100 Comparison of Morphological Features in cbh/lbh 204

101 Comparison of Orthographical Features in cbh/lbh 205

102 Comparison of Lexical Features in cbh/lbh 205

103 Statistical Correlations with Genre (by Strike and Strike) 264

104 Statistically Significant Correlations with Genre, based on the Values in

Table 103 265

105 Analysis of Variance and Fitted Line Plot: Prose & Active Voice (by Strike and

Strike) 266

106 Analysis of Variance and Fitted Line Plot: Prose & Dynamic Lexical Aspect (by

Strike and Strike) 267

107 Analysis of Variance and Fitted Line Plot: Prose & Perfective Aspect (by Strike

and Strike) 268

108 Analysis of Variance and Fitted Line Plot: Prose & Initial Verb (by Strike and

Strike) 269

109 Analysis of Variance and Fitted Line Plot: Prose & Non-Speech (by Strike and

Strike) 270

110 Analysis of Variance and Fitted Line Plot: Poetry & Absolute Future (by Strike

and Strike) 271



xvi tables

111 Analysis of Variance and Fitted Line Plot: Poetry & Stative Lexical Aspect (by

Strike and Strike) 272

112 Analysis of Variance and Fitted Line Plot: Poetry & uds (by Strike and

Strike) 273

113 Analysis of Variance and Fitted Line Plot: Poetry & Passive Voice (by Strike and

Strike) 274

114 Analysis of Variance and Fitted Line Plot: Poetry & Ambiguous Voice (by Strike

and Strike) 275



Abbreviations

aet Abhandlungen zur evangelischen Theologie

atsat Arbeiten zur Text und Sprache im Alten Testament

aybrl Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library

bfc la Bible en français courant

BiblThS Biblisch-Theologische Studien

bhhb Baylor Handbook on the Hebrew Bible

bhrg2 Biblical Hebrew Reference Grammar

brs Biblical Resource Series

bzrp Beihefte zur Zeitschrift für romanische Philologie

ctl Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics

csl Cambridge Studies in Linguistics

gmd Gesenius, Meyer, Donner. Handwörterbuch

htibs Historic Texts and Interpreters in Biblical Studies

hub Hebrew University Bible

jlsm Janua Linguarum Series Minor

jm Joüon/Muraoka. A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew

jps jps Tanakh. 1985.

lnd La Sacra Bibbia (la Nuova Diodati). Rev. ed., 1994.

Luther Die Bibel. Translated by Martin Luther. Rev. ed., 1984.

mt Masoretic Text

nasb New American Standard Bible. Rev. ed., 1995.

neg La sainte Bible: nouvelle édition de Genève. Translated by L. Segond, 1979.

nets New English Translation of the Septuagint

og Old Greek. The non-Pentateuchal parts of the Greek translation of the

Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. lxx refers to the Pentateuch only.

Ogan Orientalia Gandensia

pias Publications of the Institute for Advanced Studies

Schlachter Die Bibel. Rev. Ed., 2000.

sais Studies in the Aramaic Interpretation of Scripture

sbfa Studium Biblicum Franciscanum Analecta

slcs Studies in Language Companion Series

sll Synthese Language Library

slp Studies in Linguistics and Philosophy

snllt Studies in Natural Language and Linguistic Theory

ssll Studies in Semitic Languages and Linguistics

tam Tense, Aspect, and Modality

tll Topics in Language and Linguistics



xviii abbreviations

tob Traduction œcuménique de la Bible

vok Veröffentlichungen der Orientalischen Kommission

wswwum Wissenschaftliche Schriften der wwuMünster

zrp Zeitschrift für romanische Philologie

Zürcher Die Zürcher Bibel. Rev. ed., 2007.


	‎Half-Title Page
	‎Series Title Page
	‎Title Page
	‎Copyright Page
	‎Contents
	‎Preface
	‎Tables
	‎Abbreviations

