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Basil Lourié (St Petersburg) – John McGuckin (Columbia

University) – Stephen Rapp (Sam Houston State University)

Dietmar W. Winkler (University of Salzburg)

volume 34

Texts and Studies in Eastern Christianity is intended to advance the field of Eastern Christian

Studies by publishing translations of ancient texts, individual monographs, thematic collections,

and translations into English of significant volumes in modern languages. It will cover the

Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox and Eastern Catholic traditions from the early through

to the contemporary period. The series will make a valuable contribution to the study of Eastern

Christianity by publishing research by scholars from a variety of disciplines and backgrounds.

The different traditions that make up the world of Eastern Christianity have not always received

the attention they deserve, so this series will provide a platform for deepening our knowledge of

them as well as bringing them to a wider audience. The need for such a series has been felt for

sometime by the scholarly community in view of the increasing interest in the Christian East.

The titles published in this series are listed at brill.com/tsec

http://brill.com/tsec


The Principles of Religion by

Rabban Daniel Ibn al-Ḥaṭṭāb

A 13th-Century Synopsis of Syriac Orthodox Belief

Critical Edition, Translation and Commentary

By

Simon Luke Robinson Burke

leiden | boston



The logo for the tsec series is based on a 14th-century tombstone of the Church of the East from

Quanzhou, South China, courtesy of the Quanzhou Maritime Museum of Overseas Communications History.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Burke, Simon Luke Robinson, author.

Title: The Principles of Religion by Rabban Daniel Ibn al-Ḥaṭṭāb : a 13th-Century Synopsis

of Syriac Orthodox belief : Critical Edition, Translation and Commentary / by Simon

Luke Robinson Burke.

Other titles: Principles of Religion

Description: Leiden : Brill, [2024] | Series: Texts and studies in Eastern Christianity, 2213-

0039 ; volume 34 | Revision of the author's thesis (doctoral)–University of Sydney,

2022, under the title: The principles of religion: a work by Rabban Daniel Ibn al-

Ḥaṭṭāb. | Includes bibliographical references and index. | Original text in Arabic;

translation and commentary in English. | Summary: ""The most important of all things

sought." Thus the Syriac Orthodox monk Rabban Daniel Ibn al-Hattab describes the

subject of The Principles of Religion, written in the 13th century, probably in South-

East Anatolia. In this treatise, Rabban Daniel Ibn al-Hattab systematically explained

and defended fundamental commitments of Syriac Orthodox theology. This volume

provides an introduction, a critical edition of the Arabic text, an English translation,

and extensive commentary on the influences on The Principles of Religion,

particularly from Syriac sources. This editio princeps offers the reader a new window

into the literary culture of the Syriac Orthodox Church during the years of the Syriac

Renaissance"– Provided by publisher.

Identifiers: lccn 2024010387 (print) | lccn 2024010388 (ebook) |

isbn 9789004685215 (hardback) | isbn 9789004685222 (ebook)

Subjects: lcsh: Daniel Ibn al-Ḥaṭṭāb, active 13th century. Mukhtasạr fi ̄uṣūl dīn al-

Naṣrānīyah al-mukhtaṣṣ bi-al-millah al-Yaʻqūbīyah. | Syrian Orthodox

Church–Doctrines. | Orthodox Eastern Church–Doctrines. | Theology, Doctrinal.

Classification: lcc bx176.3 .b87 2024 (print) | lcc bx176.3 (ebook) |

ddc 230/.163–dc23/eng/20240531

lc record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2024010387

lc ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2024010388

Typeface for the Latin, Greek, and Cyrillic scripts: “Brill”. See and download: brill.com/brill‑typeface.

issn 2213-0039

isbn 978-90-04-68521-5 (hardback)

isbn 978-90-04-68522-2 (e-book)

doi 10.1163/9789004685222

Copyright 2024 by Koninklijke Brill bv, Leiden, The Netherlands.

Koninklijke Brill bv incorporates the imprints Brill, Brill Nijhoff, Brill Schöningh, Brill Fink, Brill mentis, Brill

Wageningen Academic, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Böhlau and V&R unipress.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, translated, stored in a retrieval system,

or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without

prior written permission from the publisher. Requests for re-use and/or translations must be addressed to

Koninklijke Brill bv via brill.com or copyright.com.

This book is printed on acid-free paper and produced in a sustainable manner.

https://lccn.loc.gov/2024010387
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024010388
http://brill.com/brill-typeface
https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004685222
http://brill.com
http://copyright.com


Contents

Acknowledgements ix

Abbreviations xi

Preface xii

1 Introduction 1

1.1 The Origin of The Principles of Religion 1

1.2 The Life of Daniel b. al-Ḥaṭṭāb 7

1.3 Historical Context 8

1.4 The Literary Output of Daniel b. al-Ḥaṭṭāb 11

2 Description of the Principles of Religion 18

2.1 Title 18

2.2 Purpose 18

2.3 Form 20

2.4 Sources 22

3 Synopsis of theWork 24

4 Manuscripts of theWork 29

4.1 Sigla of Manuscripts 29

4.2 Description of Manuscripts Used in the Critical Edition 30

4.3 Relationships between Manuscripts of the Work 63

4.4 Method of the Edition 72

4.5 Language of the Manuscripts 72

5/6 Text and Translation 88

5/6.0 Representation of Manuscript Readings in the Critical

Edition 88

[6.1 Preface] 91

[6.2 First Chapter] 91

[6.3 Second Chapter] 93

[6.4 Third Chapter] 93

[6.5 Fourth Chapter] 95

[6.6 Fifth Chapter] 97

[6.7 Sixth Chapter] 103

[6.8 Seventh Chapter] 109

[6.9 Eighth Chapter] 113



vi contents

[6.10 Ninth Chapter] 115

[6.11 Tenth Chapter] 117

[6.12 Eleventh Chapter] 119

[6.13 Twelfth Chapter] 123

[6.14 Thirteenth Chapter] 125

[6.15 Fourteenth Chapter] 145

[6.16 First Procedure] 151

[6.17 Second Procedure] 179

[6.18 Third Procedure] 209

[6.19 Chapter on the Demonstration of the Real and Unreal

Passions] 263

[6.20 Chapter in Reply Against the Muslims’ Denial of the Crucifixion,

Death, and Burial of the Messiah] 299

[6.21 Chapter on the Establishment of Proof for the Belief of

Christians] 301

[6.22 Chapter on Problems and Issues] 305

7 Commentary on theWork 362

7.1 Purpose of the Commentary 362

7.2 Preface 362

7.3 First Chapter 362

7.4 Second Chapter 363

7.5 Third Chapter 364

7.6 Fourth Chapter 364

7.7 Fifth Chapter 364

7.8 Sixth Chapter 369

7.9 Seventh Chapter 372

7.10 Eighth Chapter 374

7.11 Ninth Chapter 374

7.12 Tenth Chapter 375

7.13 Eleventh Chapter 377

7.14 Twelfth Chapter 380

7.15 Thirteenth Chapter 382

7.16 Fourteenth Chapter 387

7.17 First Procedure 389

7.18 Second Procedure 392

7.19 Third Procedure 397

7.20 Chapter on the Demonstration of the Real and Unreal

Passions 404

7.21 Chapter in Reply Against the Muslims’ Denial of the Crucifixion,

Death, and Burial of the Messiah 414



contents vii

7.22 Chapter on the Establishment of Proof for the Belief of

Christians 415

7.23 Chapter on Problems and Issues 416

Conclusions 441

Bibliography 443

Index 458





Acknowledgements

I acknowledge and thank the following: Professor Rifaat Ebied, OAM FAHA,

who supervised my dissertation patiently and thoroughly; without his guid-

ance, this book could not have been completed. Dr Ali Aldahesh assisted

in improving numerous portions of the English translation of The Principles of

Religion. His Eminence Mor Malatius Malki Malki, Metropolitan Patriar-

chal Vicar of the Syriac Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia and New Zealand,

provided me with numerous resources, facilitated travel to visit monasteries in

Mairut (Egypt), Jerusalem (Israel), and Mardin (Turkey), and reviewed select

portions of my translations of Syriac and Arabic text. Father George Alkan

and Abdulmesih Bisseh helped me to better understand some relevant pas-

sages from Bar Hebraeus’ Lamp of the Sanctuary. His Grace Bishop Daniel

of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions permitted me

to visit and make use of resources at the Monastery of Saint Mina. The staff

of the Monastery of Saint Mina, Mairut accommodated me and supplied me

with copies of mss FH. His Eminence Swerios Malki Murad, Former Syr-

ian Orthodox Archbishop of Jerusalem and Jordan, and Reverend Father She-

mun Can at St. Mark’s Convent, Jerusalem, accommodated me and permit-

ted me to inspect ms L. Mor Philoxenos Saliba Özmen, Metropolitan of

Mardin and the staff of Dayr al-Zaʿfarān accommodated me and helped me

make contact with the staff of the Church of Forty Martyrs who enabled me

to inspect ms G. The staff of Meryem Ana Kilisesi, Diyarbakir (Turkey) permit-

ted me to inspect ms M. Dr David Calabro of the Hill Museum & Manu-

script Library made a copy of ms A accessible for me to procure. Julie Diet-

man of the Hill Museum & Manuscript Library equipped me with copies of

mss ACGILM and other manuscript copies. Bodleian Libraries, University of

Oxford, furnished me with copies of ms D and of a portion of another manu-

script. The staff of Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana supplied me with copies

of mss BJ and of other manuscripts. Aleksandra Nikolic, Site Services

Advisor at Fisher Library, University of Sydney, helped me access a copy of

ms E from Forschungsbibliothek Gotha der Universität Erfurt and numerous

Syriac Mingana manuscript copies from Baillieu Library, University of Mel-

bourne. The staff of Bibliothèque Orientale, Université Saint-Joseph, provided

a copy of ms K and other manuscript copies. The staff of the Cadbury Research

Library, University of Birmingham, sent me a copy of ms N and another ms

copy. The staff of Bibilothèque Nationale de France, of Cambridge University

Library, and of Leiden University Library supplied me with copies of manu-

scripts and portions thereof. Melanie Burke, my beloved wife, translated



x acknowledgements

various relevant French and German articles for me to use and supported

me with great patience and constant encouragement through the many bur-

dens and obstacles involved in completing the original dissertation. Dr Jean

Burke and Dr Michael Burke, my dear parents, furnished me with lodg-

ing during my visits to the University of Sydney to receive in-person supervi-

sion.

I also acknowledge and thank the Chief Editor, Dr Ken Parry, and the edito-

rial board of Brill’s Texts and Studies in Eastern Christianity series for accepting

this work for publication.



Abbreviations

… Words omitted as not relevant to the aims of this book.

[…] Words omitted due to obscurity.

add. add(s)

p. page

pp. pages

f. folio

fols. folios

om. omit(s)

r recto of folio

v verso of folio



Preface

The subject of this volume is The Principles of Religion, a book composed by

a Syriac Orthodox monk, Rabban Daniel b. al-Ḥaṭṭāb, in the Arabic language

between 1274–89/90c.e., possibly in Mardin, Turkey. It has enjoyed some lim-

ited circulation over the centuries, having been found in fourteen manuscripts

written by scribes inTurkey, Iraq, Syria, Israel, Egypt, and Lebanon from 1289/90

to 1935c.e. In it, Daniel gives a summary exposition of and apologetic for Syriac

Orthodox doctrine using both philosophical and Scriptural resources.The book

systematically addresses the topics of God and His attributes, the Holy Trinity,

and the incarnation, ending with responses to various objections to Jacobite

belief and practice. It is an example of intellectual activity and literary pro-

duction among Jacobites during the Syriac renaissance that witnesses to how

Syriac Orthodox doctrine and literature were adapted and presented in Arabic

in the 13th century.

This volume’s purpose is to present and explain the contents of The Princi-

ples of Religion as well as its literary and historical context. The introduction

provides an outline of the vexed questions surrounding the book’s origin with

a solution thereto. Having established the author’s identity, an overview of his

life and historical context proceeds along with a determination of the extent of

his literary output. A discussion of the title, purpose, form, and sources of The

Principles of Religion with accompanying synopsis then follows. After clarify-

ing the circumstances of The Principles of Religion’s production and its subject,

I turn to establish the book’s readings. First, I provide descriptions of manu-

scripts of the work available to me, the relationships between manuscripts,

and a sampling of orthographic and syntactic features where these depart from

the norms of contemporaneous Classical Arabic. The critical edition and trans-

lation follow. The commentary provided focuses primarily on clarifying the

movement of discourse, passages that may present difficulties of interpretation

for the reader, what sources are being used, and the cultural and intellectual

milieu that prompt the author to take his arguments in the directions that he

does.
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