At the Roots of Causality



Islamic Philosophy, Theology
and Science

TEXTS AND STUDIES

Edited by

Hans Daiber
Anna Akasoy
Emilie Savage-Smith

VOLUME 124

The titles published in this series are listed at brill.com/ipts


http://brill.com/ipts

At the Roots of Causality

Ontology and Aetiology from Avicenna
to Fakhr al-Din al-Razt

By

Francesco Omar Zamboni

BRILL

LEIDEN | BOSTON



Cover illustration: Kull ma kana mumkin al-wujad bi-‘tibar dhatih fa-wujuduh wa-‘adamuh kilahuma bi-illa
(Everything contingently existent in itself is such that both its existence and non-existence have a cause).
Calligraphy by Nihad Nadam, 2023.

The Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available online at https://catalog.loc.gov
Lc record available at https://lccnloc.gov/2023042143

Typeface for the Latin, Greek, and Cyrillic scripts: “Brill”. See and download: brill.com/brill-typeface.

ISSN 0169-8729
ISBN 978-90-04-68486-7 (hardback)
ISBN 978-90-04-68487-4 (e-book)
DOI 10.1163/9789004684874

Copyright 2024 by Koninklijke Brill Nv, Leiden, The Netherlands.

Koninklijke Brill Nv incorporates the imprints Brill, Brill Nijhoff, Brill Schéningh, Brill Fink, Brill mentis,
Brill Wageningen Academic, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Béhlau and V&R unipress.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, translated, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without prior written permission from the publisher. Requests for re-use and/or translations must be
addressed to Koninklijke Brill Nv via brill.com or copyright.com.

This book is printed on acid-free paper and produced in a sustainable manner.


https://catalog
http://.loc.gov
https://lccn
http://.loc.gov/2023042143
http://brill.com/brill-typeface
https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004684874
http://brill.com
http://copyright.com

This book is dedicated to the memory of my grandparents



My knowledge is like a mirage, my heart is left in ruin by fear, prob-
lems are as numerous as the grains of sand. Despite all this, [ hope to
be among the loved ones. Please to not frustrate my hope, oh mag-
nanimous Giver. You know that everything I said and wrote was only
meant to attain truth and correctness, and to abandon ignorance
and doubt. If  was correct, grant me Your favour. If I erred, skip over
my shortcomings with Your mercy and Your patience.

FAKHR AL-DIN AL-RAZI, al-Matalib al-‘aliya mina - ilm al-ilaht, 1v, 426—427
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