
PREFACE

This is the second edition of Babylonian Prophylactic Figures. The Ritual Texts, Free
University Press, Amsterdam 1986. The first edition was my dissertation, of which only
two hunderd copies were printed. The second edition is a revised version of the first
one, with substantial changes in Chapter VII.

lowe gratitude to all those who helped to bring this book into being: to M. Stol ,
K. R. Veenhof and M. van Loon, the promotor and referents, who read the manuscript
and made pertinent remarks, to the Trustees of the British Museum (London) for
their permission to study, copy and publish texts from their collection, to dr. L. Jakob­
Rost and the Vorderasiatisches Museum (Berlin, DDR) for permission to collate (KAR
298), to W G. Lambert, M. J. Geller and I. Finkel for references to unpublished texts
in the collections of the British Museum, help with difficult passages, and information
on details, to R. Borger for quickly informing me on a join made by him in text rv, to
W H. van Soldt for his collations of text VIII.B.?, to A. H. Green for discussions and
ideas.

lowe even more gratitude to G. Haayer, who published the book out of his own
free will, and to Maryam Setrodimedjo, who brought the struggle with the manuscript
to an end.

Amsterdam, June 1992
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