FOREWORD

The first essay in this volume represents the revised text of
lectures which I held at several Italian and foreign Universities.
I am very grateful to all those who, by their suggestions and
proposals, contributed to clarify the problems investigated by
me: in particular, I am indebted to my pupil Giovanni Cerri for
his valuable and active collaboration.

The second chapter and the third (appendix) are a necessary
complement to the first chapter, insofar as they are intended to
offer a further clarification of certain problems relating to
Hellenistic theatrical practice within the framework of the
techniques which early Roman poets adopted in reshaping their
Greek literary models.

This translation is intended to be a revised and corrected
version of the Italian edition, published in 1976 and already out of
print. I am grateful to all my colleagues who helped me in pre-
paring the English text (Dr. D. Geoghegan, Prof. G. Giangrande,
Dr. J. Moore-Blunt, Dr. H. White, Dr. F.J. Williams). Finally, I
wish to express my gratitude to the publisher, Mr. J.C. Gieben,
for the care and efficiency with which he .has printed my
monograph. Iam most grateful to Prof. Erika Simon,.Dr. G. Bekel
(of the Martin von Wagner Museum, Wiirzburg), Dr. Paola
Pelagatti (of the Soprintendenza Archeologica, Siracusa) and
my colleague Marina Martelli Cristofani, who have kindly
supplied to me the photographic material used in this book.

B.G.
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