Preface

The supervisor of my thesis Professor A. B. Breebaart, instilled in his students
that they should aim at a fresh approach to the historical material, even if that
should result in iconoclasm and exposure of false pretentions. I am deeply
indebted to him for his continuous encouragement and advice in this difficult
task, which I set myself in the present work.

I am very much indebted to Professor J.C. Kamerbeek, in particular for his
critical remarks on my interpretation of the Greek texts.

Professor H.T. Wallinga was so kind to provide detailed information on the
composition of the crews of the Athenian fleet in the fifth century B.C.

I am also under an obligation to Professor J.Swart for reading the manus-
cript and giving invaluable suggestions on the style.

I consider it a privilege that Dr. M. F. Jongkees-Vos — one of the few capa-
ble classical archaeologists who have fortunately not yet left this country —
was prepared to supervise the chronological ordering of the Greek vases in
the archaeological appendix. Her Scythian Archers in Archaic Attic Vase-
Painting constituted a not inconsiderable source of inspiration in the choice
of my subject.

My thanks are due to Ina Rike, for her excellent translation of this work.

I wish to express my gratitude to Miss. M.H. Groothand who, after my
departure from the Department of Archaeology, continued to lend me all
possible assistance in my research activities.

I am very grateful to Nanny Best-de Vries for taking great pains in reading
the manuscript and criticizing it in detail; to Mr.]J.W. Jong, who conscien-
tiously conducted my correspondence with regard to this book during the
last two years; to the management of Wolters-Noordhoff Publishing Com-
pany for the accuracy and speed with which this book was produced.

I am very much obliged to the authorities of the following museums and
institutions for submitting photographs and giving permission to reproduce
them: Museum antiker Kleinkunst, Munich; Antiksamlingen Nationalmuseet,
Copenhagen; Archiologisches Institut, Leipsic; Archiologisches Institut,
Heidelberg; Wiirttembergisches Landesmuseum, Stuttgart; Fogg Art Mu-
seum, Cambridge Mass.; exhibition ‘Historical Treasures from the Sovjet-
Union’.

Mr.Mario Astarita at Naples and Dr.Herbert A.Cahn at Basle were so
kind to send photographs of fragments in their own collections.

Amsterdam, september 1968 J.G.P.B.
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