
BANTU MYTHS

AND OTHER TALES



RELIGIOUS TEXTS TRANSLATION SERIES

NISABA

EDITED BY

M. S. H . G. HEERMA VAN VOSS, D. J. HOENS,

J. KNAPPERT, N. R. B. KRAMERs, B. A. VAN PROOSDU,

J. D. J. WAARDENBURG

VOLUME SEVEN

E. J. BRILL - LEIDEN - 1977



BANTU MYTHS
AND OTHER TALES

COLLECTED AND TRANSLATED BY

JAN KNAPPERT

With a folding map

E. J. BRILL - LEIDEN - 1977



NISABA is the name of the Sumerian goddess of vegetation and writing,
whose symbol is the calamus (the instrument with which the writing was
impressed on the soft clay) on an altar. The Sumerians were the first
people to use writing, for keeping accounts and , by extension, inter alia,
as a substitute for the oral tradition. For this reason, the goddess has been
given pride of place here.

Illustration facing p. 1, by Laurence Knappert.

ISBN 90 04 05423 5

Copyright 1977 by E. J. Brill, Leiden, The Netherlands

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or translated in
any form, by print, photoprint, microfilm, microfiche or any other means

without written permission from the publisher.

PRINTED IN BELGIUM



CONTENTS

References and Works consulted

Introduction .

IX

I. Myths . 11
I. The Parents who gave Birth to a Witchchild

(Kongo) 14
2. How One becomes a Sorcerer . 17
3. The Were-Leopard or How to Become a Wild

Beast . 18
4. The Crocodile-Man . 21
5. The Tebo Spirit . 22
6. The Origin of Marriage: Tsimona Mambu, the

Seer of Things (Dilembe of Western Zaire) 24
7. The Creation Myth of the Bakuba (Zaire) 34
8. The Myth of Origin of the Zulus (Natal) 37
9. Usitungu and the Pigeons (Zulu) 38

10. The Mother of the Animals (Zulu) . 40
II. The Human Hyenas (Kwango) . 43
12. The Sorcerer who Ate the Wrong Vegetables 44
13. The Daughter of the Moon-King (Kimbundu) 46
14. How to Kill a Kishi . 49
15. Tangalimlibo, She Who Walks by Moonlight

(Luba-Kasai) . 50
16. Mutipi and the Were-Lion (Ronga). 54
17. The Girl and the River-God (Ronga) 58
18. The Vindictive Fruits (Ronga) . 63
19. The Ambibuccal Tribe (Ronga) 65
20. Titichane's Cat (Ronga) . 69
21. The Two-faced Man-Eaters (Soto) 71



VI CONTENTS

II. Legends. 76
1. The Magic Bull (Zulu) 77
2. Sabulana, the Friend of the Gods (Ronga) 84

III. Sagas . 87
1. The Children of the Snake (Zulu) 88
2. A Visit to the Land of the Dead (Kimbundu) 91
3. Nwa-Mubia, Killer of Monsters (Ronga) 94

IV. Fables . 98
1. The Lion's Traces (Swahili) . 98
2. The Ba-Ronga and the Frog (Ronga) 101
3. The Leopard and the Jackal (Tetela) 103
4. The Jackal Vuluku and the Leopard Nkoi 105
5. The Mysterious Totonge (Lokanda) .106
6. How Crocodile lost his case (Kongo) 108

V. Proverb Tales . 111
1. The Milk-Bird (Xhosa) 112
2. Una Nana (Zulu) . 115
3. What Happens to a Lonely God on the Road 117
4. The Father-of-Crows and the Pot-Babies (Soto) 119
5. Piti the Shepherd Boy (Ronga) 126
6. Ngumba (Ronga) 128
7. Namashuke (Ronga) . 131
8. The Art of Rescuscitating the Dead, or Gener-

osity Rewarded (Ronga) 134
9. Jiwao (Ronga). 135

10. The Eloko, or : Never Leave Your Wife Alone
(Nkundo) . 139

11. The Two Sisters (Nkundo) . 143
12. The Hom or the Unicorn-Wife (Nkundo) . 146



CONTENTS vn

13. The Death of Mwamba (Nkundo) 147
14. The Deceiver deceived (Luba-Kasai) 151
15. Lumpuma and his Wife (Tetela) 152
16. The Girl and the Kishis (Kimbundu) 155
17. Kianda, the Sea-God (Kimbundu) . 157

VI. Epic Tales . 160
1. The Two Brothers (Herero) . 161
2. Sudika Mbambi, the Lightning of the Eastern

Sky (Kimbundu) . 163

VII. True Stories 170
1. The Basket Monster . 171
2. Mamlambo, The River-Mother. 172
3. The Tikoloshe 173
4. The Zombie Labourers 174

General Index 176


	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Table of Contents



