PREFACE

The present volume is the outgrowth of a dissertation which I
submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree
of Doctor of Philosophy in the Department of Religious Studies,
Brown University, April, 1974. 1 have further researched various
aspects of the subject, expanded or developed the discussion of
particular problems, and refined and revised the text.

I could not have completed this work without the direct and indirect
help of many individuals. I owe special thanks to Professor Jacob
Neusner, of Brown University, in whose seminar I read early drafts
of this work. In and outside of class, he generously gave of his time
and guidance, and offered me the benefit of his experience and
erudition. Every page of this study has been enriched by his criticism
and suggestions. Moreover, this work takes up his suggestion, raised
in the History of the [ews of Babylonia, that Samuel had some type
of sustained effort at interpreting Mishnah.

I want to express my gratitude to Professors Wendell Dietrich,
Ernest S. Frerichs, Horst R. Moehring, and Barny Twiss, of the
Department of Religious Studies, Brown University, with whom I
studied while at Brown. Professor Frerichs and Professor David
Goodblatt, formerly of Brown University and presently of Haifa
University, Haifa, Israel, as well as Professors David Blumenthal and
Barry Levy, of the Department cf Religious Studies, Brown University,
read the dissertation, suggested numerous corrections, and raised im-
portant questions. I am also grateful to Professor Abraham Sachs, Pro-
fessor in the History of Mathematics Department, Brown University,
who graciously responded to many of my inquiries.

I am indebted, as well, to Professor Moshe Greenberg, formerly
of the University of Pennsylvania, and presently of the Hebrew Uni-
versity, Jerusalem, Israel, and to Professors Zalmon Dimitrovsky, Saul
Lieberman, and David Weiss, of the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America. While at college and at Rabbinical School, I learnt from
them the careful reading and critical study of texts.

I received suggestions, criticism, and encouragement from a number
of friends, fellow graduate students, and colleagues. These include:
Professor Gary Porton, University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana,
Professor William S. Green, University of Rochester, Mr. Joel Gere-
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boff, Dr. Shamai Kanter, Mr. Jack Lightstone, Mr. Charles Primus,
and Rabbi Tzvee Zahavi. I am grateful to them and to the several others
who helped me and provided the atmosphere in which I could under-
take my research. I feel privileged in having them as friends and col-
leagues.

I express gratitude to the National Foundation for Jewish Culture
which provided financial support so that I might work on the disser-
tation practically full time.

I thank Brown University for awarding the thesis which was the
basis of this study the Elias and Mina Baron Prize in Judaic Studies,
for 1974, established by Professor Salo W. Baron.

I am, moreover, indebted to the Max Richter Foundation and the
Committee on Research, University of California, at Berkeley, which
helped make possible the publication of this work.

Finally, I owe thanks to my parents, Rabbi Ben Zion Bokser and
Mrs. Kallia H. Bokser. They continually demonstrated how study may
be a daily part of one’s life and how it finds fruition and expression
in life itself. To them I dedicate this volume.

BaRucH BOKSER
July 29, 1974
10th of Av, 5734
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