
TWO POWERS IN HEAVEN 



STUDIES IN JUDAISM 
IN LATE ANTIQUITY 

EDITED BY 

JACOB NEUSNER 

VOLUME TWENTY FIVE 

ALAN F. SEGAL 

TWO POWERS IN HEAVEN 

LEIDEN 
E. J. BRILL 

1977 



TWO POWERS IN HEAVEN 
EARLY RABBINIC REPORTS 

ABOUT CHRISTIANITY AND GNOSTICISM 

BY 

ALAN F. SEGAL 

LEIDEN 
E. J. BRILL 

1977 



ISBN 90 04 05453 7 

Copyright 1977 by E. ]. Brill, Leiden, The Netherlands 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or 
translated in any form, by print, photoprint, microfilm, microfiche 
or any other means without written permission from the publisher 

PRINTED IN THE NETHERLANDS 



For Meryl 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Preface 
List of Abbreviations 
Transliterations. 

PART ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

IX 

XV 

• XXVI 

I. Two Powers in Heaven: The History and Importance of 
the Problem . 3 

PART TWO 

THE EARLY RABBINIC EVIDENCE 

II. Conflicting Appearances of God 33 
III. Aher, Metatron, Merkabah, and the Angel of YHWH . 60 
IV. A Controversy between Ishmael and Akiba . 74 
V. Midrashic Warnings against "Two Powers" . 84 

VI. Mishnaic Prohibitions against Unorthodox Prayer. 98 
VII. "Many Powers in Heaven" and Miscellaneous Reports 109 

VIII. How Many Powers Created the World? . 121 
IX. Divine Powers and Angels. 135 
X. Summary of Rabbinic Findings. 147 

PART THREE 

THE EXTRA-RABBINIC EVIDENCE 
AND CONCLUSIONS 

XI. Philo 
XII. Jewish Sectarian Texts. 

A. Apocalypticism and Mysticism 
B. New Testament Christianity. 

XIII. The Church Fathers 
XIV. Marcion . 
XV. Gnosticism 

XVI. Conclusions 

159 
182 
182 
205 
220 
234 
244 
260 



VIII 

Bibliography 
Indices 

I. Rabbinic Writings 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

II. Extra-Rabbinic Writings 
III. Scriptural References 
IV. Subjects 

268 
289 

289 
292 
297 
302 


	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Table of Contents



