
PREFACE 

This is the third volume of our study of the traditions of 
Rabbi Ishmael. The present study investigates the exegetical com­
ments attributed to Ishmael which appear in the Babylonian and 
Palestinian gemarot and Genesis and Leviticus Rabbah. 

I must once more express my debt to my teacher Professor 
Jacob Neusner, University Professor, Professor of Religious Stud­
ies and the Ungerleider Distinguished Scholar of Jewish Studies 
at Brown University. Professor Neusner's constant interest in this 
project and his insightful comments and corrections have made 
this work possible. 

Some of the passages discussed in this volume appeared in my 
doctoral dissertation for the Department of Religious Studies at 
Brown University. In addition to Professor Neusner, Professors 
Horst Moehring and Ernest Frerichs were members of my disser­
tation committee, and I wish to thank them for their advice and 
help. Professor Wendell Dietrich was graduate advisor during my 
tenure at Brown, and I wish to thank him for his aid during that 
period. 

Some of the material included in this study was read in gradu­
ate seminars conducted at Brown by Professor Neusner; I wish to 
express my gratitude to my fellow students who offered many 
important comments during my presentations: Professors David 
Goodblatt, Robert Goldenberg, William S. Green, Shammai 
Kanter, Baruch Bokser, Charles Primus, Joel Gereboff, and 
Jack Lightstone. Ms. Charlann Dahlen typed the manuscript, and 
I am grateful for her care and patience. My colleague, Rabbi 
Steven J. Steinberg, former director of the B'nai B'rith Hillel Foun­
dation at the University of Illinois helped with the preparation of 
the manuscript and the proof-reading of the text. I wish to thank 
him not only for this aid but also for being a constant friend and 
true student of Torah Leshmah. 

My wife Fraeda and our son Avraham Reuven have been a 
constant joy and have made this work possible in ways that only 
we know. 

I was fortunate to receive a summer fellowship from the Grad-
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uate College of the University of Illinois for 1975 to complete 
the work of this volume. I wish to express my gratitude to the 
Graduate College and the University of Illinois for their support 
of this project. 

This volume is dedicated to my parents, Shirley and David 
Porton. Their constant love and support have made possible not 
only this work, but my entire life. Their care, patience, love, con­
cern, and kindness are the real sources of this volume, the ones 
which preceded, and the ones which will follow. 
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