
PREFACE 

The present study hopes to make a contribution to our knowl­
edge of the Tannaitic period in the history of Judaism. For rea­
sons discussed in Chapter One, the study focuses on one man, the 
Tanna, R. Ishmael. When completed, our investigation will cover 
all the rabbinic traditions attributed to our sage and all which 
contain comments by others about him. Ishmael's importance is 
somewhat obscured by the present state of the materials before 
us. Since his traditions were for the most part not preserved or 
transmitted by his own students, we have a picture of him drawn 
by the students of his greatest contemporary, R. c Aqiba. How­
ever, if the importance of the man is unclear, that of this study is 
not. From our research we shall learn a great deal about the 
process whereby Tannaitic statements were preserved and trans­
mitted. By studying this process, we shall have a clearer picture 
of the way in which the raw material for Rabbinic Judaism came 
into being. 

My teacher, Professor Jacob Neusner, ha.c: read and re-read 
each page of this manuscript many times. His comments and 
insights are found on every page. His kindness and help as a 
teacher and a friend have made this study possible. 

Some of the material contained herein also appeared in my 
doctoral dissertation for the Department of Religious Studies at 
Brown University. Professors Horst Moehring and Ernest Frerichs 
were members of my dissertation committee, and I wish to thank 
them for their advice and help. Professor Wendell Dietrich was 
graduate advisor during my tenure at Brown; I am appreciative of 
his constant help. 

Many pages of this study were read in graduate seminars con­
ducted at Brown by Professor Neusner. I wish to express my 
gratitude to my fellow students who offered many important 
comments during my presentations: Professor David Goodblatt, 
Professor Robert Goldenberg, Professor Baruch Bokser, Professor 
William S. Green, Dr. Shammai Kanter, Mr. Joel Gereboff, Mr. 
Jack Lightstone, and Mr. Charles Primus. Ms. Charlann Dahlen 
typed the manuscript, and I am grateful for her help. My col­
league, Rabbi Steven Steinberg, director of the .li'nai B'rith Hillel 
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Foundation at the University of Illinois, helped with the prepara­
tion of the manuscript and the proof-reading of the text; my 
debt to him is happily acknowledged. 

My wife, Fraeda, has sacrificed much over the past few years 
so that I might complete my graduate work and this manuscript. 
I was engaged in my graduate studies for the first five years of 
our marriage, and her help made my studies possible. Although 
her help and support can never be fully acknowledged, I have 
dedicated this manuscript to her. This study is as much the fruit 
of her love as it is of my labor. 

Urbana, Illinois 
August 22, 1974 
4 Elul 5734 

GARY G. PORTON 


	Preface



