
BLACK BANNERS FROM THE EAST

And the Prophet said (a large group of his companions was present):
..Lo, between you and the fitnah there is a gate which is shut. It shall

surely break open to let the fitnah in to ravageyou ... until people appear
from the East: their garments blade and their banners black. None of
their banners shall suffer a setback. Verily, Allah shall extinguish the
fitnah with them!"

Akhbar, p. 207



THE MAX SCHLOESSINGER MEMORIAL SERIES

MONOGRAPHS II

The Max Schloessinger Memorial Ser ies publishes texts and monographs in
Arabic and Islamic Studies. It was established at the Institute of As ian and
African Studies of the Hebrew University through the generosity of th e late Mrs.
Miriam S. Schloessinger in honour of her late husband. Professor Max
Schloessinger.

Editorial Board
D. AYALON, J. BLAV. Y. FRIEDMANN, M.J. KISTER.

M. MILSON, S. PINES, S. SHAKED, P. SHINAR.



Institute of Asian and African Studies
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

BLACK BANNERS
FROM THE EAST

The Establishment of the 'Abbasid State­
Incubation of a Revolt

BY

MOSHE SHARON

1983
THE MAGNES PRESS - THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY -JERUSALEM

E.J. BRILL. LEIDEN



Distributed by
N.V. Boekhandle en Drukkeri; V/ H E.J. Brill

Dude Riin 33a Leiden - Holland

e
The Max Schloessinger Memorial Fund

c/o The Magnes Press
The Hebrew University

Jerusalem 1983

ISBN 965-223-501-6
Printed in Israel

Typesetting: Efrat. Jerusalem
Plates: Art-Plus. Jerusalem

Printing: Ahva Press, Jerusalem



CONTENTS

Preface by David Ayalon
Author's Note

7
9

INCUBATION OF A REVOLT

49

13

17

29

73

101

153

201

227

231

Propaganda and Revolution

A Question of Legitimacy

The Sources of the 'Abbasid Da'wa-Geographical
and Human Setting

The Sources of the 'Abbasid Da'wa-
Ideological Background

The Hashimiyyah

The Da'wa Underground

Abu Muslim

Prologue

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Epilogue

Historiographical Note

Bibliographical Abbreviations

Index

239

255

LIST OF MAPS

I. The Caliphate in the East at the Time of Transition
from Umayyad s to 'Abbasids

II. Distribution of the Arab Tribes in Khurasan
III. The Centres of the Da'wa Activity in Khurasan

facing p. 16
p. 59
p. 194


	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Table of Contents



