
PREFACE

")J.OrHaTh M neperuars." With this Khrushchevian saying in mind I have
tried to overcome the psychic burden that the work of Jan Baudouin de Cour­
tenay inevitably imposes upon every student of Resian. During the preparatory
stage of my research I became more and more sceptical about Baudouin's
achievements and set out to shed some light in the darkness, not without an
overdose of youthful dash. My findings in the field changed my scepticism into
admiration. As the years passed I realised how close he must have been to the
descriptive "truth". If I did not want to become overwhelmed by the sheer
amount of descriptive problems, I had to set a far more modest goal for myself.
The results of the decision to reduce the number of problems to a manageable
size are contained in this book.

The foundation for this study was laid. during a four year appointment as
Assistent In Opieiding at the University of Amsterdam, where I started to
work on a research project that was drawn up by Dr. Jadranka Gvozdanovic,
Apart from support from this university the research was kept financially
afloat by the Nederlandse Orgunisetie voar Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek and
the Circolo Culturale Resisno "Rozsjenski Dum".

My gratitude is extended to the various scholars with whom I have had
fruitful discussions and from whom I received important incentives. I would
like to mention especially Dr. Ben Groen, Prof. Dr. Eric Hamp, Dr . Peter
Houtzagers, Prof. Dr. Tine Logar, Prof. Dr. Milko Maticetov, Dr. Tom
Priestly and Dr. Willem Vermeer. Of course, my thanks also go to Lidia But­
tolo-Coss, Maria Di Lenardo-Barbarino, Virginia Valente-Di Biasio and all my
other informants in Resia, and to Mr. Giovanni Rotta, who was always wil\ing
to assist me by word and deed during my stays in Resia. Furthermore, I am
grateful to Dr. Adrie Barentsen and Drs. Anna Stunova for their comment on
an earlier version of the sections 8.6.1-8.

I am equally grateful to Maria Di Lenardo-Barbarino, Silvana Paletti and
Mrs. Truus Steenwijk-Krommendijk for finding the correct names for several
plants. Dr. Adrie Barentsen should again be singled out, this time together
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with Dr. Jan de long, because they wrote the necessary software to organise
and process the dialect mater ial.

Mrs. Trille Bedar rides ] would like to thank for the clarifying drawings she
provided. And finally] would like to thank Mrs. Johanna Kenkel for smooth­
ing out some of the worst bumps in the English te xt, Dr. Deborah Puccio for
doing the same with regard to the Italian summary, and Drs. Janneke Kalsbeek
for proof-reading the typescript.

Amsterdam, July 1992
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