
PREFACE

From the galaxy of people who have whetted my mind for
things literary and theological I should like to acknowledge my
special indebtedness to a few stars who have shown me particular
warmth and insight at times when I most needed encouragement.
First, I would like to pay respect to Professor Ross Garner, who
was kind enough to regard my first embarrassing fumblings with
religion and literature as if they were important , for trying to
teach me how to write about such matters, all too in vain, with
precision and grace. His profound influence on the conduct and
content of my mind will be abundantly clear on every page.

Secondly, I would like to pay tribute to my professor, ad­
viser and friend, the late Helen C. White, whose patience and
guidance brought me to a deep appreciation of seventeenth-cen­
tury life and letters. Finally, I would like to mention two theolo­
gians, both brothers-in-law, who have kept my awareness of theo­
logical matters as keenly honed as they were able: the late Profes­
sor Carl Michalson and Professor Paul Clasper. Their imprints on
my thinking are probably greater than they ever imagined.

I should like to thank Language and Style for permission to
include the material (in slightly different form) which makes up
Chapter Five. Similarly, I thank Neuphilologische Mitteilungen for
allowing me to use material contained in Chapters Eight and Ten.
Margaret Pyle Hassert deserves particular thanks for her illuminating
suggestions and thorough proofreading of the text.
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