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0.3 Preface 

The research on Ski~arima was started in February 1970, during my 
second stay in Iceland for a year on grant from the Icelandic Ministry 
of Education; it was interrupted at the end of August of the same year. 
In the winter 1971-1972 I devoted some days to it at intervals. Full-time 
work was resumed in October 1972 on a graduation-grant from the 
Dutch Ministry of Education and Sciences. In February 1973 I was 
granted a three-month travelling-scholarship by the Netherlands 
Organization for the Advancement of Pure Research (Z.W.O.), as a 
result of which I was able to visit the departments of manuscripts in 
Oxford, London, Stockholm, Copenhagen and Reykjavik. It was this 
journey, above all, which enabled me to check many data and to 
gather material. All these libraries and institutes also provided me with 
photocopies and microfilms. 
My thanks for received assistance particularly go out to Det Arna­
magnreanske Institut in Copenhagen and especially to Mr. Grimur 
M. Helgason and Miss Nanna Olafsd6ttir of the department of 
manuscripts of the Landsb6kasafn in Iceland, who never grew tired 
of providing me with one manuscript after the other and even kept 
smiling when I had ordered yet another wrong manuscript. I am also 
grateful to Svavar Sigmundsson in Copenhagen for allowing me to use 
his library. 
At the end of August 1973 the administrative, final, phase started 
and ended in January 1974. In this phase I was assisted by Miss 
Machteld Veenker and Mr. Tette Hofstra. 
The period after this until the moment of publication was taken up by 
formalities, translating and printing. 
The translating was provided by Mr. Rolf Bremmer and the expenses 
were paid by the Ministry of Education and Sciences. Miss Gerda Bode­
gom and Mr. Tette Hofstra assisted me in reading the proofs. 
My thanks are due to Editions Rodopi n.v. for their supple cooperation 
and finally I would like to express my gratitude to Professor C. Minis 
for bringing the work out in the series 'Amsterdamer Publikationen zur 
Sprache und Literatur' and to Professor J. A. Huisman for his friendly 
advice and help. 
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